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SMOLLETT. 


1 every age in which literature has been held i in - 
tion, the lives of eminent writers have been intereſting 
to curioſity, and perſons have taken pains to collect _ . 
reſpecting them, which might gratify this natural 
penſity, and hold out an incentive to the love of Bis, | 
and the cultivation of the mind. ” 
It has been long perceived, that this i is an at FP . 
titude; for, in every nation, they who have forfekted 
their time, their health, and their fortune in compoſing 
_ writings, which, as they inſtruct by their intelligence, or 
pleaſe by their elegance, either facilitate the attainment 
of knowledge, or ſmooth the aſperities of life, may be 
numbered among the benefactors of mankind, and are 
entitled to remembrance and applauſe. 4 
Of the writers of the preſent age, eminent for that 
intellectual endowments, who have reflected honour up» 
on human nature in general, or upon our own nation in 
particular, few will be found more deſerving of biogra- 
| Phical notice, than the ſubject of this narrative, whether 
we conſider the utility and elegance of his literary com- 
- poſitions, the force and vivacity of his mind, or the diſin- 


tereſtedneſs and independence of his ſpirit. 


Of the perſonal hiſtory of SMoLLETT, leſs is kbown 
8 than the celebrity of his name, and his rank in Engliſh 


literature, mitt give reaſon to expect. It is ſaid, that 
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f XV1 THE LIFE OF SMOLLETT. 


the chief incidents in the early part of his life were given | 
to the world in his novel of Roderick Random. Whether 
that report is well founded or not, it is not eaſy nor ne- 


ceſſary to know. The incidents, if real, are certainly 


heightened by invention, and diſguiſed by the decorations 
of fiction . No credit, therefore, is due to them, as 
authorities in a work of truth; and they are not follow- 


ed in this attempt to relate, with the fidelity of biographi- 


cal narration, what is aun of his perſonal hiſtory and | 


literary productions. 


The preſent writer regrets, that the information cot 


cerning him which his inquiries have obtained, is ſo 
general and ſcanty, that he muſt give the hiſtory of his 


life to the world much more briefly and imperfectly than 


his qualifications deſerve but he has this gratification 
from relating it, that however inadequate to his merits, or 
unſatisfactory to his friends, it may not be altogether 
_ unacceptable to the public, who always take an intereſt. 
in thoſe perſons, from whoſe writings they have derived 
pleaſure or inſtruction Þ. . - 


The anceſtors of Smollett have been long ſettled in 


che county of Dumbarton, where, in the different changes 


of government, they acquired conſiderable property, and 
were diſtinguiſhed by the moſt honourable offices in the 


tate. By the records of the own of Dumbarton it ap- 
pears, that one of them, in the direct line, of the name 
of Tobias Smollett, was, early in the fifteenth century, 
married to a daughter of Sir Patrick Houſton of Houſton, 
a reſpeCtable uni i in the county of Renfrew. In 1588, 


he . e us, the Florida, a ſhip of the Spaniſh Arma- 


. us that had the military cheſt on board, was blown up 
by one of his anceſtors in one of the bays of the Ifland 
of Mull}. In 1688, his grandfather, Sir James Smollett 
: of Bonhill, appeared | in the honourable band of Scottiſh pa- 


* 4 ] 3 not deviated 3 nature in the ee which © are all true 


in the main, although the circumſtances are altered and diſguiſed, to 
aàã void perſonal ſatire. Preface to Rod. Rand. 


+ In the preſent edition of this narrative, beſides the 8 8 
which ſubſequent reſearches have ſupplied, the writer has availed him- 


{elf of the additional information contained in © the Life of Dr. Smol- 


ett,“ prefixed to a fimilar collection of his works, printed in 1797, 


by Dr. Moore; well known for his“ Views of Society and e 


27 


on the Continent of Europe, and various other works. 
JE xpcdition' of H my Clinler. | 
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triots who eſpouſed the principles upon which the Revolu- 
tion was effected, and co-operated in the preſervation and 
ſecurity of civil and religious liberty. He had the charac- 
ter of being a man of great ſagacity ; he was originally 
bred to the profeſſion of the law, and diſtinguiſhed for his 


knowledge in it; he was one of the Commiſſaries of Edin- 


burgh; he repreſented the burgh of Dumbarton in the 
Scottiſh Parliament, and was choſen one of the commiſ- 
ſioners for framing the treaty of Union. He married Jane, 


daughter of Sir Aulay Macaulay, Bart. of Ardincaple, by 
whom he had four ſons and two daughters. All his ſons 
were ſent to complete their education at the Univerſity of 
| Leyden, according to a faſhion which prevailed in Scot- 
land at that time. The eldeſt, Tobias, went early into 
the army, obtained the rank of Captain, and died a young 
man; the ſecond, James, was bred to the law, and ſuc- 
ceeded his father in the office of Commiſſary of Edin- 


burgh ; the third, George, was alſo bred to law, practiſed 


for ſome time at the Scottiſh bar, and ſucceeded his bro- 
ther James as Commiſſary of Edinburgh “. e 


The fourth ſon, Archibald, received a liberal educa- 


tion, but was bred to no profeſſion. Soon after his re- 


turn from Leyden, he married, without previouſly con- 


ſulting his father, Barbara Cunningham, daughter of 
Mr. Cunningham of Gilbertfield F, in the neighbourhood 


of Glaſgow; a woman of diſtinguiſhed underſtanding, 


taſte and elegance. As ſhe was of an amiable character, 


and reſpectable family, his father had no other reaſon to 
be diſpleaſed with the alliance, except that it had been 
entered into without conſulting him, and that ſhe had 


little or no portion. Sir James gave his ſon, however, 
a liferent of the houſe and farm of Dalquhurn, on the 


banks of the Leven, and near the family manſion of Bon- 


hill, which, with an annuity, made his income about 
Zool. a-year. They had two ſons and a daughter. A 


ſhort time after the birth of the youngeſt of theſe chil- 


3 dren, Archibald died, and left his family entirely depend- 


»The names of George and James appear at an © At of the Fa- 


culty of Advocates, in favour of Mr. Ruddiman, 1 5th July 1710,” with 


Fac fimiles of their Tignatures, in Chalmers's I. ife of Ruddiman, Appenr - 
dix, No. 3. es its 41 eee 


f The celebrated reſidence of Lieutenant William Hamilton, the po- 


etical friend and correſpondent of Allan Ramſay. 
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ent on 8 ne of their grandfather. The eldeſt of 
the ſons, whoſe name was James, embraced the — 
profeſſion, in which he attained the rank of Captain; the 
regiment to which he belonged was ordered abroad; the 
tranſport in which he was, with part of the troops, was 
loſt off the coaſt of America. He was a young man 
of diſtinguiſhed ſpirit, and an excellent character; his 
brother never mentioned him but i in the molt affectionate 
terms. E 5 c 
The daughter, whoſe name was 5 nie jn 1739, job ona 
Alexander Telfer, Eſq. a man of conſiderable fortune. | 
He was at that time leſſee of the lead mines at Wanlock- 
head, and reſided many years at Leadhills in Lanarkſhire. 
He afterwards purchaſed the eſtates of Scotſton in Peebles- 
ſhire, and Symington in Lanarkſhire, and died in „ 
leaving three ſons, Alexander, James, and Archibald, and 
one daughter, Jane. Mrs. Telfer was a woman of ad- 
mirable good ſenſe, and highly eſteemed. Upon the 
dcath of her couſin, James Smollett, Eſq. of Bonhill, one 
of the Commiſſaries of Edinburgh, in 1776, ſhe ſucceed- 
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| ed to the family eſtate of Bonhill, of about one thouſand —* 
Wy." pounds a- year; for which it was neceſſary for her to > ; 
0 ſume her maiden name of Smollett, and died in 1789, in 
if the 7oth year of her age. Her eldeſt ſon, Alexander 


| Telfer, Eſq. of Symington, ſucceeded to the eſtate of Bon- 
hill, and aſſumed the name of Smollett. He married 
5 Miſs Renton, daughter of John Renton, Eſq. of Black- 
_ adder, in Berwickſhire, and niece of the late Earl of Eg- 
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= linton, and died in 1799, leaving two ſons, Alexander 1 
"fy „ John, and ſix daughters. — 
"| His eldeſt ſon, Alexander, a 8 in the —— 


army, and member of Parliament for the county of Dum 
barton, ſucceeded to the family eſtates of Symington and 
| Bonhill *, of about ſixteen hundred pounds a-year z and 


Was killed at the battle of Alkmaer, in Holland, in 1799. 1 
His brother, John Smollett, Eſq. is the repreſentative” of 9 
1 _ the family. 4 


| SMOLLETT was born at Palquburn 65 i in ; the pariſh of i 


6 His father had fold the eſtate of Scotſton ſome time before. 

3 Extenſive bleacheries, and conſiderable fabrics for the printing of li- % 
nen and cotton, have been eſtabliſhed near the old houſe of Dalquhurn, _.» 
At became neceſſary te to Pug a village lor the accommodation of the great a 


u- 


rear 
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5 Cardroſs, 3 in 15213 ; and baptized Tomas GEoRGE, as ap- 


ears from the regiſter of the pariſh, to which that part 
of the vale, lying between Lochlomond and the town of 
Dumbarton, belongs. 
His own deſcription of the delightful valley, i in which he 


ſpent the earlieſt part of his life, and of the ſurrounding 
ſcenery, merits attention; as it is highly probable, that 
the beautiful and ſublime objects which preſented them- 
ſelves on all fides to his eyes, tended to enliven his fancy, 


and to cheriſh that taſte for poetry, of which he gave 


_ early proofs by his deſcriptive verſes. 


*The water of Leven, though nothing near fo conſi- 


derable as the Clyde, is much more tranſparent, paſtoral, 
and delightful. This charming ſtream is the outlet of 
Lochlomond, and, through a tract of four miles, purſues 
its winding courſe, murmuring over a bed of pebbles, till 
it joins the Frith of Clyde at Dumbarton. On this ſpot 


ſtands the caſtle, formerly called Alcluyd, waſhed by 


theſe two rivers on all ſides, except a narrow iſthmus, 
which at every ſpring tide is overſlowed; the whole is a 
great curioſity, from the quality and form of the rock, 
as from the nature of its ſituation. A very little above 
the ſource of the Leven, on the lake, ſtands the houſe of 
Cameron, belonging to Mr. Smollett *, ſo emboſomed in 
oak wood, that we did not fee it till we were within fifty 
yards of the door. The lake approaches on one fide to with- 8 
in fix or ſeven yards of the window. It might have been 
placed in a higher ſite, which would have afforded a more 
extenſive proſpect and a drier atmoſphere ; but this im- 
perfection is not chargeable on the preſent proprietor, _ 
who purchaſed it ready built, rather than be at the trouble 
of repairing his own family houſe of Bonhill, which ſtands _ 
two miles from hence, on the Leven, ſo ſurrounded with 
_ plantations, that it uſed to be known by the name of the 
Mavis (or thruſh) Neſt. Above that houſe is a romantic 
gelen, or cleft of a mountain, covered with hanging woods, 
33 having at bottom a ſtream of fine water that Jorms a2 


: numbers of people employes in thoſe works, Mrs. smollett forniſhed 5 
part of the farm for that purpoſe; the village was, on her. death, built 
under the patr onage of Mr. mollett, her eldeſt fon; and, in | compli- | 
ment to his lady, is called Renton. „ 
Ihe late Commiſlary Smollett. Eby | e e ALTER 
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5 number of caſcades in its deſcent to join the Leven, ſo 
that the ſcene is quite enchanting. 


e have ſeen the Lago di Gardi, Albano de Vico, Bol- 
ſena, and Geneva, and I prefer Lochlomond to them all; a 


preference which is certainly owing to the verdant iſlands. 


that ſeem to float upon its ſurface, affording the moſt en- 


chanting objects of repoſe to the excurſive view. Nor 


are the banks deſtitute of beauties which even partake of 


the ſublime. On this fide they diſplay a ſweet variety of 
woodland, corn-fteld, and paſture, with ſeveral agreeable 
villas, emerging, as it were, out- of the lake ; till at ſome 
diſtance, the proſpect terminates in huge mountains, co- 
vered with heath, which, being in the bloom, affords a 
very rich covering of purple. Every thing here is roman- 
tic beyond imagination. This country is juſtly ſtyled the 
Arcadia of Scotland: I do not doubt but it may vie with 
Arcadia in every thing but climate. I am ſure it excels 
it in verdure, wood and water. What ſay you to a na- 
Trural baſon of pure water, near thirty miles long, and, in 
Tome places, ſeven miles broad, and in many above a hun- 
dred fathom deep, having four- and- twenty habitable 
iſlands, ſome of them ſtocked with deer, and all of them 
covered with wood, containing immenſe quantities of des- 
licious fiſh, ſalmon, pike, trout, perch, flounders, eels and 
powans, the laſt a delicate kind of freſh- water herring pe- 
culiar to this lake; and finally communicating with the 
ſea, by ſending off the Leven, through which all thoſe 
_ ſpecies (except the powan), make their exit and entrance 
_ occaſionally “.“ - 
The impreſſions which his mind had e at this = 
early period of his life, of the romantic beauties of the 
valley of Leven, he has himſelf delineated, with incom- 
parable elegance and ſimplicity, in his pictureſque and 
accurately deſcriptive Ode to that Sta to which the f 
0 above deſcription is introductory. 


' On Leven's banks, while free to rove, : 
And tune the rural pipe to love, | 
1 envied not the happieſt ſwain 
| That ever trod th Arcadian plain. 


Pure ſtream ! in whoſe tranſparent v wave 
My youthful limbs I wont to ave; + 


— 


=” eu-, of Humpbry Clinter, ; 
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85 ley, have, unhappily, within theſe few years, been gradually rnd 


Way to the prevalence of N wealth, and corruption 0 
ners. 
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No torrents ſtain thy limpid ſource; 
No rocks impede thy dimplin courſe, 
That ſweetly warbles o'er its bed, 
With white, round, poliſh'd ebbles ſpread; 
While, lightly pois'd, the ſcaly brood 
In myriads cleave thy cryſtal Hood ; 
The ſpringing trout in ſpeckled pride; : 
The ſalmon, monarch of the tide; 
The ruthleſs pike, intent on war; 
The filver ee}, and motled par V. 


Devolving from thy parent lake, 
Wo charming maze thy waters make, 
By bow'rs of birch, and groves of pine, 
And hedges flower'd with eglantine. 
1 3 on thy banks, ſo gayly green, 
_ num'rous herds and flocks be ſeen, 
5 laſſes chanting o'er the pail, 
55 2 ſhepherds piping in the dale, 
And ancient faith that knows no guile, 
And induſtry embrown'd with toil, 
And hearts reſolv'd, and hands prepar'd, 
The bleſſings they enjoy to guard g. 


1 his early childhood Smollett diſcovered the moſt. 


_ promiſing indications of a lively and vigorous mind, which 

was cultivated, not only by the fond attention of his pa- 

rents, but by a frequent intercourſe with his venerable 
OSMAN. 


He was inſtructed in "oh tins of claſſical loan. | 


ing at the grammar ſchool of Dumbarton, then taught by 
Mr. John Love, an eminent ſcholar, an excellent teacher, 
and a good man}; where he exhibited proofs of that fe- 
tility of genius which characterized his future life. 


* The par is a ſmall fiſh, not unlike the ſmelt, which it rivals i in deli | 


5 cen and flavour. Smoll. 


+ The rural virtues, occupations, and paſtimes of the poet's native val - | 
an- 


4 Mr. Love: was born at Dumbarton. in 1 1695, educated at the Univer- 5 


ſity of Glaſgow, became maſter of the ſchool of Dumbarton in 1720, f 
the High School of Edinburgh in 1735, and of the ſchool of Dalkeith in 
1739, where he died in 1750. He is the author of . Animadverſions on 

tze Latin Grammar lately publiſhed by Mr. Robert Trotter, ſchool- 
maſter at Dumfries; Edinburgh, 8 vo, 1733; to which the learned 
Ruddiman appended a © Piſſertation upon the way of Teaching of the La- | 


tin Language: And of « A Vindication of Mr. George Buchanan: 
Edinburgh, . 


vo. 1749, againſt his friend Ruddiman, in his prejudices as a 


politician. To this pamphlet Ruddiman replied, in“ Animadverſions, &c. 
Edinburgh, 8 vo. 1749. In recording his death in the Caledonian Mer- 
: urg, ** September 1750, Ruddiman had the Hberality to give the fol. 
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The firſt bloſſoms of his poetical genius appeared while 
he was at the ſchool of Dumbarton ; they were chiefly 
ſatires on his ſchool-fellows, whoſe characters and con- 
duct diſguſted him, and verſes to the memory of the 
renowned Wallace, of whom he became an early admir- 


er, from the popular ſtories of the marvellous ſtratagems 


and brilliant exploits of that heroic patriot, repeated, with 
fond credulity, by every pealant 1 in that part of the coun- 


Here, too, he became acquainted with the writings of 


| Buchanan, the greateſt name in Scottiſh literature, whoſe 


eyes firſt opened on the ſame ſublime ſcenery, that. firſt 


' ſtruck thoſe of Smollett, and whoſe hiſtory of Scotland 


became an incitement to his ſtudying, and a means of 
his attaining a knowledge of the Latin language“. 
After the ordinary courſe of ſchool education at Dum- 


barton, he was removed to Glaſgow ; where he proſecut- 
ed his ſtudies with diligence and ſucceſs, proportioned to 
5 his opportunities of 1 improvement. 


In Glaſgow he formed an intimacy with ſome ſtudents 


| ; 4 medicine, which, more than any predilection for the 
ſtudy, determined him to embrace the profeſſion of phy- 
ſic, and by the advice of his relations, he was put appren- 


tice to Mr. John Gordon, a ſurgeon of extenſive practice, 


= and a man of good ſenſe, integrity, and benevolence +. 


Being born to the proſpect of no hereditary riches, and 


5 brought up amidſt ſcenes which chiefly recalled the me- 
mory of warriors and military On Tn he had carly f im- 


lowing bare er of his antagoniſt: « For his uncommon knowledge it in 
claſſical learning, his indefatigable diligence, and ſtrictneſs of diſcipline, | 
without ſeverity, he Was juilly accounted one of the moſt ſullicient ma- 
ſters in this country.” | 
George Buchanan was born on the banks + the rivulet Blain, in 


the pariſh of Killearn, at a ſhert diſtance fiom Lochlomond, where * 
monument has lately been erected to his memory, 


+ Mr. Gordon, a few years after, having received a 8 — 5 the 


o Univerſity of Glaſgow, practiſed with great reputation as a phyſician. 
Smollett is ſuppoſed, in ſpite of the moſt incompatible circumſtances, to 
| have drawn the character of this worthy man, under the name of Potion, 
in his Roderick Random. | 


t The heroic King Robert Bruce ſometimes relided at Cardroſs Caſtle, 
where he is ſaid to have died. When King Edward I. held the greateſt part 
of Scotland in temporary ſubjection, Wallace, whoſe wonderful exploits 


revvived the dying ſpirits of his countrymen, and enabled them to expel 


their invaders, often found an aſylum between the two peaks of the fa. 
mous fortreſs of Dumbarton, believed, by the tond admiration of the 


neighbouring — to be impreguable, 
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bibed romantic ideas, and expreſſed a ſtrong inclination 
for the profeſſion of arms, rather than i ; 


— — to walt on Pain, 
And ſilent arts to urge, inglorious “. 


But the particular bias which his mind had received from 
early impreſſion, was thwarted by his ſituation; for his 
elder brother having choſen the profeſſion of a ſoldier, his 
grandfather prudently diſcouraged the inclination he ex- 
preſſed to follow his-brother's example, thinking he ſhould | 


be able to promote their advancement in ſeparate profeſ- 
ſions more effeCtually than in the ſame line. 


During his apprenticeſhip he ſtudied anatomy and me- 


dicine, under the different profeſſors of the Univerſity, 


with ſufficient diligence and reputation. Their lectures, 
however, did not engroſs his whole attention. He found 


| leiſure to cultivate the ſtudy of the belles lettres and poe- 
try; and found opportunities alſo of enlarging his know- 
ledge of the characters of mankind ; which afterwards 
became his favourite ſtudy on a larger theatre. 
At Glaſgow, Dr. Moore informs us, he began to di- 
rect the edge of his boyiſh ſatire againſt ſuch green and 
ſcanty ſhoots of affeCtation and ridicule as the ſoil produ- 
ced. The ſhafts of his wit were not even then confined = 

to the coquetry and foppery of the youthful and faſhion- 
able only, but were ſometimes aimed at the ſelfiſhneſs and 

_ hypocriſy of the more formal and ſerious part of the citi- 

Zens, among whom the chief means of importance were 
"Theſe early productions of his muſe afforded much 
entertainment to his young companions, but they gave 
_ offence to many ſober and induſtrious perſons, who were 
Expoſed to his ſatire. Some of them, it is ſaid, poſſeſſed 
| a conſiderable portion of that ſpecies of humour, for 
which he was afterwards ſo much diſtinguiſhed. None 
of them, however, have been thought worthy of preſer- 


1 mw p p I 
One of his juvenile frolies is related by Dr. Moore, 


from the information of one of his earlieſt comrades.— 
On a winter evening, when the ſtreets were covered 
with ſnow, Smollett happened to be engaged in a ſnow- 
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ball fight, with a few boys of his own age. Among his 


aſſociates was the apprentice of that ſurgeon, who is ſup- 
poſed to have been delineated under the name of Crab in 


. Roderick Random.“ He entered his ſho „While his 
apprentice was in the heat of the engagement. On the 
return of the latter, the maſter remonſtrated ſeverely with 


him for his negligence in quitting the ſhop. The youth 
excuſed himſelf by ſaying, that while he was employed 
in making up a preſcription, a fellow had hit him with a 
ſnow-ball ; and that he had been! in purſuit of the delin- 
quent. 


* A mighty probable Raves truly,” faid the maſter, in 


an ironical tone; © I wonder how long I ſhould ſtand 
| here,” added he, © before it would enter into any mor- 
| tal's head to throw a ſnow-ball at me.” 

holding his head erect, with a moſt ſcornful air, he re- 


While he was 


ceived a very ſevere blow 3 in the face by a ſnow-ball. 
„ Smollett, who ſtood concealed behind the pillar at 


the ſhop door, had heard the dialogue, and perceiving 
that his companion was puzzled for an anſwer, he extri- 
cated him by a repartee equally ſmart, and à propos.” 


While he attended the anatomical and medical lec- 


| tures in the Univerſity, and had already produced ſome 
verſes that met with a very favourable reception, he was 
| tempted to try his powers in dramatic poetry, and wrote 
a tragedy, called The Regicide, or James the Firſt of Scot- 


land, founded on the affecting circumſtances related by 


Buchanan, of the aſſaſſination of that accompliſhed prince, 
in a convent near Perth, in the preſence of his queen, at 
the N of his een Walter Stuart Earl of Atholl, | 
1.1429 5: | 

Smollett was now in the eighteenth year of his age, _ 8 
Had hitherto been maintained in a decent manner by his b 


„Interim Jun! intenti illic ebe dag. quod in mora futurum videla- | 
tur, nempe ut cubiculi fores perfringerent, abſque eorum opera fortuna 
_expedivit. Valterus enim Stratonius, aui vinum paulo ante intulerat, 

egrediens cum cerneret ar matos, intro ie proripere conatus, quanta po- 
tuit contentione vocis proditores adeſſe clamat. Hunc dum ſicarii con- 
_ ficiunt, adoleſcentula nobilis e gente Duglaſſia, ut plures tradunt (alii + | 
Lovelliam edunt), cum objecta valva peſſulum fraude miniſtri ablatum non 
inveniret, brachium in foramen loco peſſuli inſervit: ſed eo celeriter con- 


fracto, intromifli ſicarii in regem e Eum regina ſue corpore 


%. 


+ The name of the young lady was Catharine Douglas; ſhe was af. 
| terwards married to Alexander Lovell of Pallumbic, e 
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grandfather, who, had he lived, would, in all probability, 

have continued to ſupport and puſh him forward in the 

world. At his death, which happened about this period, 

he was in an unfortunate ſituation; for it was found, that 

he had made little or no proviſion for the children of his 

youngeſt ſon. His elder brother was then with his re- 
giment, his ſiſter lived with her mother, but was, ſoon aſ- 
ter, married to Mr. Telfer; from which time Mrs. Smol- 
lett commonly lived with her daughter, firſt at Leadhills, 

and afterwards at Scotſton and Edinburgh. ; 

At the age of nineteen, his apprenticeſhip being 1 
ed, and having gone through the uſual courſe of anato- 
my and medicine in the Univerſity, he determined to leave 

Scotland, and try his fortune in London, the great field 
of genius and exertion. He ſet out accordingly, to ſoli- 
cit employment in the army or the navy, and to bring his 
tragedy upon the ſtage, with no other helps than a ſmall 

ſum of money, a very large aſſortment of letters of re- 
commendation, the f uitful reſources of a mind ſtored Y 
with profeſſional knowledge and general literature, a rich 4 

vein of humour, a lively imagine, and an engaging | 
perſon and addreſs. 
On this arrival in London, his ne he tells us, 
with ſome recommendations from his literary friends, 

Was taken into the protection of one of thoſe little fel- 
| lows who are ſometimes called great men, and, like 

other orphans, neglected accordingly.” 

„ Stung with reſentment, which F miſtook "BA con- 

' tempt, I reſolved to puniſh this barbarous indifference, 
and actually diſcarded my patron ; conſoling myſelf with 
the barren praiſe of a few aſſociates, who, in the moſt in- 
 defatigable manner, employed their time and influence in 
collecting from all quarters obſervations on my piece, 
which, in conſequence of thoſe ſuggeſtions, put on a new 

appearance almoſt every day, until * occaſions called : 


. * | bb 

me out of the kingdom“ .“ "0 
LW 1 Although his friends were Acc i in uſing their Þ 
. objecto, cum protegere e ac proſtrato ſe ſuperfudiſſet, tho fu 
= vulneribus accæptis, vix abſtrahi potuit. Tum ipſum ab omnibus re- 
== Alictum viginti octo plagis confoſfum, aliquot recta in cor nn tru, 

wy cidant.” Buchan. Rerum Scotic. Hiſtor, lib. 2. 

. 9 * to the hes | 
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influence to 7 et his tragedy recommended to the mana- 
t 


gers of the theatres, they ſucceeded in procuring for him 
the ſituation of ſurgeon's mate to a ſhip of the line. 

In this ſituation, he entered on board one of the largeſt 
ſhips of the fleet, in the unfortunate expedition to Car- 
thagena, under Admiral Vernon, and General Went- 


worth, in 1741, of which he publiſhed a brief, but ſpirit- 
ed account in his Roderick Random, and aficrwards a more 
circumſtantial narrative, diſtinguiſhed of acuteneſs of ob- 
ſervation and depth of Ne - in 
* "ojages, in 7 vols. 1 2mo, 1756. 


Smollett continued only a ſhort time in the ſervice of 


the navy, being ſoon diſguſted with the drudgery to 
which his profeſſional duty expoſed him; and although 
he had a certainty of being promoted, he quitted the ſer- 
vice in the Weſt Indies, and reſided for ſome time in the 
Iſland of Jamaica, where he firſt became acquainted with 
Anne Laſcelles, a beautiful and eee woman, . 
whom he afterwards married. 
Ae returned to London in 1746, after the ſuppreſſion 5 
of the rebellion, by the memorable victory obtamed over 
the rebels by the Duke of Cumberland at Culloden. The 
accounts circulated at that time in England of the exceſ- 
five ſeverities exerciſed upon the Highlanders after the 
battle, though probably exaggerated, excited his honeſt 
- indignation, and awaked thoſe affectionate feelings Which 
he ever retained for his native country. ' : 
He had been bred a whig, and the natural independent 
turn of his mind was congenial to the early principles in 
which he was educated ; but when he reflected on the 
| ſufferings of the miſguided adherents of the unfortunate 
Houſe of Stuart, the ſenſibility of his heart gave him the 
feelings of a Jacobite 3 ideas of national independence 
| aroſe in his mind, and he expreſſed his reſentment of his 


country's fate in his pathetic and Ruble ode, The Tears 
| of Scotland, beginning, 5 5 


Mourn, daplelt Caledania! mourn, 
"ORE baniſh'd Peace, thy laurels torn! 


Some copies of the Ode, which conſiſted originally of 
fix ſtanzas, having been imprudently circulated in Lon- 
don, with the name of the author, his l thinking 8 


1 of 


THE LIFE OF SMOLLETT. XXVIIi 


it might offend the leaders of the Whig party, adviſed him 
to ſuppreſs it, or conceal his being the author ; but the 


caution of his adviſers made him avow it more openly ; 


and after the remonſtrances to ſuppreſs it, he added the 


ſeventh ſtanza, beginning, 


While the warm blood bedews my veins, 
And unimpair'd remembrance reigns, 
Reſentment of my country's fate 
Within my filial heart ſhall beat“. 


There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe that Smollett entertained 


any wiſh for the reſtoration of the Houſe of Stuart ; but 


the recollection of fallen greatneſs, and of the heroic va- 
lour, worthy of a better cauſe, which vainly ſtrove to 
maintain it, mingling with his nationality and romantic 
ſenſibility, ſeems to have perverted his political principles, 


and made him a keen opponent of the Whig miniſters 


of George II. whom he conſidered as the enemies of 
his country, and ſtigmatized as a ſet of ſelfiſh, ſordid 
| knaves, though they were affociated in the cauſe of free- 
dom, and gave additional ſecurity to liberty by the ſup- 
preſſion of the rebellion in favour of the Pretender, and 
by maintaining the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the Houſe of 
Hanover. VVTFTTFPTFFFFTCCCTC 
In Autumn 1746, Smollett began his literary carcer, — 
: and publiſhed his Advice, a Satire, in to. The plan ob 
this performance is ſimilar to that of one of Pope's 
ſatires; a dialogue is ſuppoſed to be carried on between 
the Poet and his Friend, who is repreſented as giving him 
advice, to which he anſwers with great ſpirit, and, in his 
replies, attacks, with all the ſeverity of Juvenal, ſeveral 
individuals of rank and fortune, who were ſuſpected of 
| ſome of the moſt odious vices of the times, and indulges 
his ironical vein with no ſmall degree of freedom, in point- 
ing out to the ſcorn and reproach of the nation, the molt 
powerful perſons at that time in the adminiſtration of the 
JFC ns AT Ou 0 re 


| * The Tears of Scotland was printed, without the author's name, in © A 
Collection of the moſt eſteemed Pieces of Poetry that have 
ſeveral years, with variety of (ob pang &c, 12mo ; Richardſon and Ur- 


quhart, 1767, 1770. This collection is commonly, but erroneouſly, aſ- 
cribed to Moſes Mendez, Eſq. who died in 1758. The Ode has been 
ſometimes printed with the name of Dr. Armſtrong. „55 


appeared fac 
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3 6 — The queſtion only, whether 4 
Theſe names and virtues ever dwelt together 8 


This performance, though. poſſeſſed of much vonticel _ 
merit, gave great uncaſineſs to thoſe who wiſhed well to 
Smollett, as, from its peculiar acrimony, it was far more 1 
calculated to injure his ſelf-happineſs, by raiſing him pow- 
erful enemies, than to advance his reputation by the dil ; 
play of his talent in ſatire. 
'The talent of prying into the follies and vices of man- = 
kind, though frequently uſeful to the public, is always 2 
i 
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dangerous to the poſſeſſor. The ſatiriſt cannot declam 
againſt the world without dreading ſome retribution; in ; 
the full career of triumph, he trembles at the thought of 
being hated by thoſe, he pretends to deſpiſe, and com. 
ny meets with the contempt which he ſo Oy be- „ 

__  Smollett was aware of the danger and obloquy ittend- RR 
ing the office of a general ſatiriſt, and of the reſentment 
- which his poem might kindle in the breaſts of individuals 
but he was little influenced, through the whole courſe of + 
his life, by conſiderations of prudence, and never intim: 
dated from avowing his ſentiments of Prone” men, by 2p 
| the fear of making powerful enemies, 5 0 
Soon after the appearance of this ſatire, he wrote for —_—_—_ 

; Mr. Rich, at that time manager of Covent Garden Te- 
atre, an opera, entitled Alcgle; but a diſpute taking place 1 
between the author and the manager, it was never acted, 
nor printed. The muſic to this opera was compoſed by _ 
: Handel, who, finding that no uſe was intended to be 
made of i it, afterwards adapted it to Dryden 8 leſſer 66 Ode 3 I, 
for St. Cecilia's Day .“ _ 
About the beginning of the year 1747 he publiſhed Ks _ 
; Reproef, a Satire, in 4to, a ſecond part of the former, 
and written with equal energy of expreſſion, and acri- 1 
mony of cenſure . In this ſatire he unkennels and laſhes 
with redoubled ſeverity the whole pack of military co w- 
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* The names af the Dukes of 8 and Grafton, the Earls of 
Bath, Granville, and Cholmondely, and Sir William Yonge, and Mr. 
Pitt, * th* unſhaken Abdiel,” are pointed out by the Friend who holds | 
the dialogue with the Poet, in a manner not to be miſtaken. | 95 

+ Hawkins's « Hiſtory of Muſic, Vol. I. p. 28, Vol. V. p. 324. | 
I A new edition of Advice and Repro, two Se, & c. was ene 
together, for W. Owen, 4to, 174%, | 
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ards, army conta cats, uſurers, gameſters, poetaſters, 5 


pimps and proſtitutes; and not only renews his attack on 
an 1 unpopular General of that time, 


The vanquiſh' d knight, who triumph'd in his trial vs, 


but alſo expoſes the proceedings of the Board of Inquiry, 

who acquitted him, in a ſtrain of allegorical ſarcaſm and 

invective that cannot eaſily be exceeded. 
His recent quarrel with Mr. Rich obtained for kim the 


diſtinction of being mentioned for his peculiar excellence 
in the compoſition of thoſe performances which demand 
| ſhow and Expence. 


| PFraught wude abe ſpirit of a Gothic nooks, 


| Let Rich, with dulneſs and devotion — - 
„ the peal, ſo barbarous and loud, 


While his brain pours new monſters on the crowd f. 


Mr. Rich had felt che ſhafts of Pope' s ſatire before t 


Z and was not of a temper t6 be much diſturbed by Smol- 
lett's yengeance, which only injured himſelf, as it procured 
him the enmity of a manager of one of the theatres, at a 


time when his friends were uſing their influence to get 
his tragedy acted, when he was yet unknown in the town, 


and when his pecuniary reſources were very ſlender. 


At this period his tender attachment for Miſs Laſcelles, 


f which began in the Iſland of Jamaica, and had been en- 


deared by a long reciprocal affection, was at length re- 


warded by the poſſeſhon of her hand, and the expecta- 


tion of a fortune of 3oool. in Weſt Indian property. 
The marriage ceremony was performed in London, and 
to a perſon in Smollett's circumſtances, the fortune of 


his wife made it a deſirable connexion ; but it proved leſs 
happy, in many reſpects, than might be expected from 


his union with a woman of an affectionate diſpoſition, | 


- and an elegant mind. 


Wo Sir John Cope. Seel. 


+ Reproef. 
by He lock'd and ſaw a able 3 ie . 
Swift to whoſe hand a winged volume flies; 

All ſudden, Gorgons hiſs and dragons glare, : 
And ten-horn'd Fonds and giants ruſh to war. 
Hell riſes, heaven deſcends, and dance on earth, 
Gods, imps and monſters, muſic, rage and wirth; 

A fire, a jig, a battle, and a ball, | | 
Till one wide conflagration ſwallows all, Dunciad. 
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He now ; hired a genteel houſe, and lived in a ſtyle of 
elegance and hoſpitality, agreeable to his own generous 


diſpoſition, and ſuitable to the taſte and education of his 


wife, in expectation of receiving the fortune that belong- 


ed to her, of which, however, he obtained little or no- 


thing, after a vexatious and expenſive litigation, which 
impaired her conſtitution, naturally delicate, and involv- 


ed him in conſiderable pecuniary difficulties. 


He again had recourſe to his pen for ſubſiſtence, and 


in the year 1748 publiſhed his Adventures of Roderick 
Random, in 2 vols. 12mo, an hiſtorical novel, executed 
upon the plan of Le Sage's Adventures of Gil Blas; 3 
a work replete with humour and entertainment, which 
had a rapid and extenſive wy: and brought him both re- 
putation and money. 
This novel was ſuppoſed, at the time of its appearance, | 
to contain the real hiſtory of the author's life, the inci- 
| dents and characters only altered and diſguiſed in ſome 
of the circumſtances, to prevent THAT being made be 
to himſelf or his acquaintance. ; 
The adventures in which Smollett was engaged dujing 
is early youth, were eaſily found in the boyiſh, pranks of 
| Roderick Random. Crab and Potion, the two apothecaries, 
were believed, and aſſerted to have been intended for two 
reſpectable ſurgeons i in Glaſgow. Squire Gawky was a cha- 
racter well known in that part of the kingdom where the 
ſcene is laid. Captains Oakum and Whiffle were alſo ſaid to 
be real perſons. A bookbinder and barber are ſaid to have 
long contended for being deſigned under the ideal cha- 
racter of Strap, but their names are now forgotten. 
His biographer, Dr. Moore, himſelf adelightful noveliſt *, 


acknowledges that Smollett was not ſufficiently careful 
to prevent ſuch applications. Roderick Random, he juſt- 
ly obſerves, is unqueſtionably ſometimes placed in ſitua- 


tions ſimilar to thoſe in which Smollett had been; but it 
is equally certain, that other circumſtances in Randhm 3 
| Rory are ſo different from thoſe which belonged to the 
author himſelf, that he believed the — would | 

1 never have been made. : 


{05M Three works of this keely and 8 writer, 00 Zeluco,” „ Ed- 
ward,” and “ Mordaunt,” rank with the moſt infirugive and entertain- 
ing novels j in the Engliſh language. | 


3 


e 


JJ ẽñỹꝶbę nd Tg 
In the year 1749, his tragedy of The Regicide, after 
having been expoſed during a period of ten years to the 
_ cenſure of critics of all degrees, and, © after a cajoling 
dream of good fortune, finally rejected by the managers 
of the theatres, was publiſhed in 8vo, by ſubſcription, 
very much to hie e wolunmenn rt. 
— To this unfortunate play, which is certainly ſuperior 
in merit to moſt of the dramatic productions of that pe- 
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The father of Random, for example, is met by his ſon 


in the Spaniſh Weſt Indies; the father of Smollett died 
before the latter left Scotland. Random is the only child 


of his parents; Smollett had a brother and ſiſter. The 


mother of Random has a brother who is a lieutenant in 


the navy, one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed characters in the 


Work; Smollett had no uncle in the navy. Many other 
incompatible circumſtances convinced Smollett that his 


own character, and thoſe of his relations, would not be 


confounded with the perſons deſcribed in Roderick Ran- 


dom. 


In the ſtory of Melopoyn, the ſevere refletions which 


are directed againſt the theatrical managers, Mr. Lacy 


and Mr. Garrick, who are deſigned under the characters 


of Brayer and Marmeſet, confirm the opinion which 


prevailed at the time, that Melapoyns tragedy and Smol- 


riod, he prefixed a Preface, in which, with perſevering 


bitterneſs, he complains, as he had done before in Rode- 
_ rick Random, of the inſolence of pretended, patrons, and 
the duplicity of theatrical managers, and dwells, with a 
| tedious and unavailing minuteneſs, on the numerous dif- 
ficulties and diſappointments he encountered, in attempt- 
ing to get it repreſented on the ſtage, 


„ I and my production were introduced to a late 


patentee, of courteous memory, who found means to 
_ amuſe me a whole ſeaſon, and then declared it im- 

- practicable to bring it on till next year, adviſing me to 
make my application more early in the winter, that we 
might have time to correct ſuch alterations as ſhould 


be thought neceſſary for its ſucceſsful appearance on the 


| Rage. But I did not find my account in following this 
wholeſome advice; for to me he was always leſs and leis 
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at leiſure. In ſhort, aſter ſundry promiſes, and many 
evaſions, in the courſe of which he practiſed upon me 


the whole art of procraſtination, I demanded his final an- . 
ſwer, with ſuch obſtinacy and warmth, that he could no 
longer reſiſt my importunity, and refuſed my tragedy in 

plain terms. Not that he mentioned any material objec- 


tions to the piece itſelf, but ſeemed to fear my intereſt 


was not ſufficient to ſupport it in the repreſentation ; af- 


fuming, that mo dramatic compoſition, however perfeet, 
could ſucceed with an Engliſh audience by its own merit, but 


muſt entirely depend upon a faction raiſed in its behalf, 
The uncandid and unjuſt reflections into which the 
warmth and impetuoſity of his temper hurried him on 
this occaſion againſt Lord Lyttleton and Mr. Garrick, 
he afterwards regretted, and, in handſome terms, retract- N 
ed the haſty expreſſions of bis diſappointment, in giving 
a ſketch of the characters of Lord Lyttleton and Mr. 
Garrick, the principal objects of his e in his 
me Complete Hiſtory of England. 5 
In the Summer 1750, Smollett went to Paris, 1 to "fan | 
vey the characters of mankind on a new theatre, and in 
greater variety than he had hitherto had any eee 


of viewing them in the capital of England. 


At Paris he formed an acquaintance with Mr. Ther 
of Burnſide, and ſome other Scottiſh gentlemen, who had 
been engaged in the rebellion 1745, and renewed his ac- . 
quaintance with Dr. Moore, who had been introduced to 
him in England, and accompanied him in ſome excurſions 

to St. Cloud, Verſailles, and other places 1 in the environs 5 


of the capital of France. 


Though Smollett was an accurate Gutelder of en 
nature, and an acute inveſtigator of character, yet he had 
imbibed ſome of the common Engliſh prejudices againſt 

the French nation, of which he never got entirely free. 
Dr. Moore informs us, he never attained the power of 
ſpeaking their language with facility, which prevented 
him from mixing in their ſociety, and deciding | from bis 
on obſervation on their national character +. | 


The ſucceſs attending . his novel of Roderick Randon 


* Preface to the Pegicide, - 
+ Moore's Life of Smollett, 
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having encouraged him to exetciſe his abilities in that ſpe- 
cies of compoſition, about that time, or while he was in 


France, he wrote his Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, with 


the Memoirs of a Lady of Quality, a work replete with 
humour, character, and ſentiment, which was publiſhed 


in 1751, in 4 vols. 12mo, and received with ſuch extra- 
ordinary avidity, that a very large impreſſion was quick- 
ly fold in England, another was bought up in Ireland, 
a tranſlation was executed into the French language, and 


it ſoon made its appearance in a ſecond edition, with an 
apologetical Advertiſement, and Two Letters, relating to 
the Memoirs of a Lady of Duality, ſent to the editor by a per- 


Jon of honour, inſerted at the beginning of the ſecond vo- 


lame. . 


In the Advertiſement prefixed to the new edition, he 
complains bitterly of the arts and induſtry that were uſed 
to ſtifle Peregrine Pickle in the birth, by certain bookſel- 
lers and others, who were at uncommon pains to miſre- 


preſent the work, and calumniate the author. 


At was the author's duty, therefore,” he ſays, © as 
well as his intereſt, to oblige the public with this edition, 
* which he has endeavoured to render leſs unworthy of 
| their acceptance, by retrenching the ſuperfluities of the 
_ firſt, reforming its manners, and correcting its expreſſion. 
Divers unintereſting incidents are wholly ſuppreſled ; fome 

| humorous ſcenes he has endeavoured to heighten ; and he 
Hatters himſelf that he has expunged every adventure, 
phraſe, and infinuation, that could be conſtrued by the 


moſt delicate reader into a treſpaſs upon the rules of de- 


He owns with contrition that, in one or two in- 


ſtances, he gave way too much to the ſuggeſtions of per- 
ſonal reſentment, and repreſented characters as they ap- 
| peared to him at that time, through the exaggerating me- 
dium of prejudice. But he has in this impreſſion en- 
deavoured to make atonement for theſe extravagancies. 
Howſoever he may have erred in point of judgment or 
_ diſcretion, he defies the whole world to prove, that he 
Was ever guilty of one act of malice, ingratitude, or dif- 
honour. This declaration he may be permitted to make 


without incurring the imputation of vanity or preſump= 
tion, conſidering the numerous ſhafts of envy, rancour, 


ww 


__ Pickle, 
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and revenge, that have lately, both 1 in public and private, 


been levelled at his reputation.” 


In the Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, Smollett obſerved 
the ſame hiſtorical arrangement which, in imitation of 


Le Sage, he had adopted in the Adventures of Roderick | 
Random, and inſerted in it, as he had done in his former 


novel, many real incidents and characters, exhibited ſome- 


times with the fidelity of hiſtory, and ſometimes in the 


broad ſtyle of caricature. 

The Memoirs of Lady Vane *, the matalldh of which 
| ſhe herſelf furniſhed, and for inſerting which Smollett 
received a very handſome reward, excited much attention 
at that time, and contributed greatly to the ſucceſs of 

| Peregrine Pickle. : 


To the fate of this a7 who in e charms and 


8 zceompliſnments was reckoned inferior to no woman that 


has appeared in England in the eighteenth century, Dr. 
| Johnſon has a * alluſion in his e Va of H. uman 


Withes 1 


Vet Fas could tell what ills from my ſpring ; . ä 
And Sedley ＋ eurs d the form that plear'd a Ling. | 


Her life afforded a melancholy inſtance of the miſeries 


_ inſeparable from a miſapplication of ſuperior talents and 


elegant accompliſhments. The miſunderſtandings, elope- : 


ments, and various diſgraceful ſituations to which ſhe 


expoſed herſelf, are too well known to be concealed, but 


may now, with no impropriety, be buried in oblivion. 


The ſtory of the Scottiſh exiles, whom Pickle meets at 


* Lady Vane was the danghter of Francis Hawes. Eſq. of purley- Hal, 1 
near Reading in Berkſhire, one of the South-Sea Directors in 1720, and 
married, about the beginning of 1732, at the age of ſeventeen, to Lord 


William Hamilton, who, Heng, July 11. 1734, ſhe married, May 19. 
1735, Lord Viſcount Vane of the kingdom of Ireland, with whom ſhe 


lived and parted, and parted and lived; and died in London, March 37. : 


1788, in the 72d year of her age. 


The anecdotes reſpecting Lady Vane, which are inſerted in Peregrine | 
Piokle, produced « A Letter to Lady V—, on her Memoirs in Peregrine 
8vo, 1351. © Hiſtory of Lady Frail,” 12mo, 175 1.“ Parallel 


| between the character of Lady Frail and the Lady of Quality in Pere- 
grine Pickle,” 8vo, 1751; and“ Apology for the Conduct of Lady 
Us Frail, 8vo, 1751; and other performances, now deſervedly negleted, 
PE. Catharine, only child of Sir Charles Sedley, Bart. though not hand- 1 
ſorke; had unfortunately captivated King James II. who rented ber 
| N of D and Counteſs of Nee 
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Boulogne, on their return from their diurnal pilgrimage 
to the ſea-ſide to view the white cliffs of Britain, which 
they were never more to approach, is atteſted by Dr. 
Moore. Mr. Hunter of Burnſide was the individual 
among them who is mentioned as having wept bitterly 
over the misfortune of having involved a beloved wife and 


three children in miſery and diſtreſs, and in the impa- 
tience of his grief, having curſed his own fate with frantic 


imprecations. Dr. Moore heard Mr. Hunter expreſs him- 
ſelf in this manner to Smollett, and at the ſame time re- 


late the affecting viſit which he and his companions 
daily made to the ſea· ſide when mt reſided at Bou- : 
logne Nan 


Among the ſeveral witinces which are giren in Pers 
grine Pickle of the arbitrary nature of the French govern- 


ment, and of the intolerable inſolence of the higher 
claſſes of ſociety towards the inferior, the ſtory of the 
king's horſedealer, who ſtabbed a barber for having ac- 
cidentally cut his face in ſhaving, Dr. Moore remembers, 


was much talked of at that time in Paris. Whether the 


barber actually died of his wound, as ſtated by Smollett, 
is not certainly known f. 


In the deſcription of che 1 deflated under the: 
name of Pallet in this performance, Smollett glanced at 


the character of an Engliſh artiſt whom he met at Paris, 


and who uſed to declaim on the ſubject of virtu, and of- 


ten uſed the following expreſſion : © Paris is very rich in ] 
the arts, London is a Goth, and Weſtminſter a Vandal, 


compared to Paris.” This preference, with the pert man- 


ners of the man, diſzuſted (omg can and he exhibited 
Pallet in Peregrine Pickle 7. 


In the caricature of Pallets companion, hs Phyſeci ſcian, 
Smollett's whig opponent, Akenſide, a man of ſuperior | 
genius, worth, and learning, he is leſs juſtifiable in giving 
way to perſonal reſentment, and repreſenting his character 
as it appeared to him through the medium of political 


| prejudice. His pique at Aenne according 40 Dr. 


Moore's information, aroſe from ſome reflections he had 
thrown out againſt Scotland after his return from Edin- 
burgh, where he had ttudied. However e ſuch 1 


' Moore” 8 Life of Smollett. + wid. T Ibid. 
N c ij 
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an offence may appear in the eyes of a young North Bri- 
ton, the world in general will think it highly blameable to 
have given any grounds for the application of ſo ridicu- 
lous a character as the Phyſician in Peregrine Pickle, to a 
man of ſo much genius and real worth as Akenſide *, 

In the intereſting ſtory of Mr. M—, Pickle's fellow-pri- 


p ſoner.i in the Fleet, Smollett exlithited-3 in more favourable 


z colouring the charaCter of his friend Daniel Mackercher, 
Eſq. © the melting Scott +,” a man well known, from 
he ative and benevolent part he took in ſupporting the 


pretenſions of Mr. Anneſley, the unfortunate claimant of 


the Angleſea title and eſtate. 42855 
At this period, Smollett ſeems to > have: 0 the 
: degree of Doctor of Phylic, probably from a foreign Uni- 
verſityt, and announced himſelf a candidate for fame and 
fortune as a phyſician, by a publication entitled, An Efay 
on the External uſe of Water, in a Letter to Dr: 


avith particular remarks pon the preſent method of uſing the 5 


mineral avaters at Bath in Somerſetſhire, and a plan for ren- 


dering them more ſafe, agreeable, and efficacious ; ; 4to, 1752. 
The performance advanced his reputation as a man of 
ſcience and taſte, but failed to conduct the phyſician to 
' profeſſional eminence and wealth. This is the only pub- 
lication in the line of his profeſſion which is known to 


” have proceeded from his pen ||. 


In the practice of phyſic, Smollett, though poſſeſſed of 
ſuperior endowments, and eminent ſcientific | qualifications, 


had the mortification, from whatever cauſe, to be unſuc- 
ceſsful, at a moment when perhaps the neglect he experi- 


enced was aggravated by the unaccountable ſucceſs of 
many a ſuperficial unqualified contemporary, reaping he 


| harveſt of wealth and reputation. 


It Has been ſuppoſed, that his want of ſucceſs in a 
profeſſion where merit cannot always enſure fame and 
. affluence, was owing to his in to render kimfelf 


| * Moore's Life of Smollett. 4 
+ Reproof, a Satire. | 


t The reſearches of the neben b writer have not diſcovered his name | 


in the Liſts of Graduates in the Scottiſh Univerſities, 


I. Though the value of Smollett's Efay is conſiderably Ade by [= 
| ſubſequent diſcoveries in pneumatic chemiſtry, it was recommended by | 
the preſent writer as w orthy of 9 SROD 3 in the collection of Js mil. 


cellaneous writipgs. 
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agreeable to the fair ſex, whoſe favour is certainly of 
great conſequence to all candidates for eminence, whether 


in phyſic or divinity. But his figure and addreſs, which 


were uncommonly elegant and prepoſſeſſing, and his un- 
ſullied manners, render this ſuppoſition highly improbable. 
It is more likely his irritable temper, increaſed by the 
teazing and uncomfortable circumſtances of the profeſ- 
ſion, and his contempt for the low arts of ſervility, ſupple- 
neſs, and cunning, were the real cauſes of his failure. It 


may be ſuppoſed alſo, that his publications, as a general 
ſatiriſt and cenſor of manners, were far more calculated to 
retard his progreſs as a phyſician, than to augment his 
practice. „ „ „ 


Having been diſappointed, or perhaps too ſoon diſ- 
couraged, in ſoliciting employment as a phyſician, he gave 


up all thoughts of praCtice, and reſolved to dedicate the 
remainder of his life to the literature of his country. 

Accordingly, he now fixed his reſidence at Chelſea, a 
} ſituation at a ſufficient diftance from London, to prevent 
his literary occupations from being interrupted by too 


many viſitors, and ſufficiently near to permit him to ſee = 


his friends, at his intervals of leiſure, and to preſerve an 
| eaſy communication with his patrons and employers. At 


this period, he reckoned Dr. Armſtrong and Mr. Wilkes 


in the number of his moſt intimate friends, and moſt wel- 
come vilitors. „ ON SE, 


As an author by profeſſion, his genius, learning, and 


induſtry, were equally conſpicuous in the ſeveral depart- 
ments of novel-writing, of writing for the bookſellers, of 
writing for the ſtage, and of writing for a party in the 


name of the community. Ee Eh 
The bookſellers, in the progreſs of his authorſhip, were 
his principal reſource for employment and ſubſiſtence, | 
For them he held the pen of a ready writer, in compila- 
tions and tranſlations, and towards him they were always 
as liberal as the public enabled them to be. They were 
almoſt his only patrons ; and indeed a more generous ſet of 
men can hardly be pointed out in the trading world. By 
their munificence, wit and learning have perhaps received 


more ample, more ſubſtantial encouragement, than from 


all their princely or noble patrons. The aſtoniſhing ſums 
which have been paid for manuſcripts by our Lonſons. 
| i — 
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our Lintots, our Millars, our Cadells, our Johnſons, and 


our Robinſons, are ſufficient to reſcue the venders of li- 


terature from the reproach of ſuffering the diſpenſers of 
knowledge to conſume themſelves in the operation. 
In the year 1753, he publiſhed his Adventures of Ferdi- 
nand Count Fathom, in 2 vols. 12mo. This novel was 
not ſo generally read, on its firſt appearance, and has not 
| fince obtained ſuch an extenſive popularity as his former 
novels. The principal character is choſen from the pur- 
lieus of treachery and fraud, and exhibited in a ſeries of 
vicious actions which excite the reader's abhorrence. 
_ Fathom is not only leſs amiable and intereſting than ei- 
ther Random or Pickle, who unite agreeable qualities with 
profligate manners, but is utterly void of principle, perfi- 
dious, and ſuperlatively wicked. In his Dedication to Dr. 
aue, Smollett makes an apology for following a cha- 
rafter of this kind through the intricacies of fraud, and 
juſtifies the introduction of vicious characters into works _ 
of fiction, by way of rendering them deteſtable and odious, 
with conſiderable energy and effect. | = 
et me not therefore be condemned for having choſen 
my principal character from the purlieus of treachery and 
fraud, when I declare my purpoſe is to ſet him up as a 
beacon for the benefit of the experienced and unwary, 
who, from the peruſal of theſe memoirs, may learn to 
avoid the manifold ſnarcs with which they are continually 
_ ſurrounded in the paths of life, while thoſe who heſitate | 
on the brink of iniquity may be terrified from plunging 
into that irremeable gulf, by ſurveying the deplorable Tate 
; of Ferdinand Count Fathom *. LEP 
The ſelf. accuſation of Fathom, on a Fe view 
of his conduct, affords a ſtriking, but melancholy proof, 
drawn from the genuine compunctions of human nature, 
that the repreſentation of ſuch a character, may ſerve the c 
purpales of morality. _ 
To what purpoſe have I deſerted the paths of 1 integri- 
” ty and truth, and exhauſted a fruitful imagination in con- 
_ triving ſchemes to betray my fellow-creatures ; if, inſtead 
of acquiring a ſplendid fortune, which was my aim, 1 
5 have ſuffered ſuch a ſeries of misfortunes, and at laſt 


* Dedication, 
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; brought myſelf to the brink of inevitable deſtruction ? 
VB! a virtuous exertion of thoſe talents I inherit from na- 
ture and education, I might, early before this time, have 
| rendered myſelf independent, and perhaps conſpicuous in _ 
= life; I might have grown up like a young oak, which 
; = being firmly rooted in its kindred ſoil, gradually raiſes up 
. its lofty head, expands its leafy arms, projects a noble 
r = ſhade, and towers the glory of the plain; I ſhould have 
_ FF paid the debt of gratitude to my benefactors, and made 
Þ their hearts ſing with joy for the happy effects of their 
X benevolence; I ſhould have been a bulwark to my friends, 
. 8 23 ſhelter to my neighbours in diſtreſs; I ſhould have run 
h = the race of honour, ſeen my fame diffuſed like a ſweet- 
- FF (ſmelling odour, and felt the ineffable pleaſure of doing 
good: Whereas I am, after a viciſſitude of diſappoint- 
ments, dangers, and fatigues, reduced to miſery and 
ſhame, aggravated by a conſcience loaded with treachery 
1 have abuſed the confidence and generoſity of my 
patron : I have defrauded his family under the maſk of 
| fincerity and attachment: I have taken the moſt cruel and 
| baſe advantage of virtue in diſtreſs: I have ſeduced un- 
ſuſpecting innocence to ruin and deſpair : I have violated 
the moſt ſacred truſt repoſed in me by my friend and be- 
nefactor: I have betrayed his love, torn his noble heart 
aſunder, by means of the moſt perfidious ſlander and falſe 
inſinuations; and, finally, brought to an untimely grave 
the faireſt pattern of human beauty and perfection. Shall 
the author of theſe crimes paſs with impunity ? Shall he 
hope to proſper in the midſt of ſuch enormous guilt ? 
It were an imputation in providence. to ſuppoſe it. Ah! 
No! I begin to feel myſelf overtaken by the eternal 
= Juſtice of heaven |! I totter on the edge of wretchedneſs _ 
Ke i and woe, without one friendly hand to ſave me from the 
I) be hiſtory of a law-ſuit, inſerted in this performance, 
ſeems to have drawn on Smollett, at the time of its ap- 
pearance, the reſentment of a claſs of men, which he - 
'7 = 4ifound as dangerous to offend as the managers of the ſtate 
nn JJ TT 
1 Soon after the appearance of Count Fathom, he diſ- 
played the impetuoſity of his temper by the raſh manner 


| : c 111 | | 
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"7 which he chaſtiſed his countryman Peter Gordon, Eſq. 
who had behaved towards him with rudeneſs and ingrati- 


tude. A ſimple blow” given to this perſon, © after re- 


peated provocation, and that of the moſt flagrant kind, 
was exaggerated by him and his counſel into an ded bs” 


aſſaſſination ; and a proſecution in the King's Bench com- 
menced accordingly. Of that intention he was honour- 
ably acquitted by the good ſenſe of an Engliſh jury, who 
in ſpite of all the miſrepreſentation of malice, diſtinguiſhed 
between a premeditated aſſault, and the ſudden impulſe of 
a gentleman, in repelling unprovoked rudeneſs.” _ 

The Honourable Alexander Hume-Campbell, the pro- 


ſecutor's counſel, having, in Smollett's opinion, exceeded 
the licence of the bar in intemperance of language, he 


drew up the following rough draught of a letter, demand- 


ing adequate reparation for the injurious treatment he had 
received at his hand, which he communicated to his friend 


Mr. Mackercher *, with a nate, dated Chelſea, Feb. 23. 


1753, ſignifying his intention to ſend it to Mr. Hume- 15 
Campbell, provided he thought it contained nothing ac- 
tionable. It is not known whether it was ever ſent to 
Mr. Hume-Campbell, or whether he retracted what he | 


- laid to Smollett's prejudice. 


& J have waited ſeveral days in hope of receiving from 
you an acknowledgment touching thoſe harſh, unjuſti- 
fable (and let me add), unmannerly e xpreſſions which 


you annexed to my name, .in the Court of King's Bench, 


when you opened the cauſe depending between me and 
Peter Gordon; and as I do not find that you have diſ- 
covered the leaſt inclination to retract what you faid to 
my prejudice, I have taken this method to refreſh your 
memory, and to demand ſuch ſatisfaction as a een 


injured as I am, has a right to claim. 


„The buſineſs of a een eng is, I approbend, to in- 
veſtigate the truth in behalf of his client; but ſurely he 
has no privilege to blacken and aſperſe the character of 

che other party, without any regard to veracity or deco- 


2 Smollet ſeems, by the following note, to Lo „ ated - 


Mr. Mackercher in his diſtreſs, “ I am much mortified that my raſcally 


fituation will not at preſent permit me to ſend more than the trifle in- 
cloſed, as nothing could give me more pleaſure than an opportunity of 


hoving with how much triendihip and eſleem [ am, Cee E rope, Mag. 
Vol. v. 


N 
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rum. That you aſſumed this unwarrantable privilege in 


commenting upon your brief, I believe you will not pre- 
tend to deny, when I remind you of thoſe peculiar flow- 


ers of elocution which you poured forth on that notable 


occaſion, —Firit of all, in order to inſpire the Court with 


horror and contempt for the defendant, you gave the jury 


to underſtand, that you did not know this Dr. Smollett; 


and indeed, his character appeared in ſuch a light from 


the facts contained in your brief, that you never ſhould 


deſire to know him. —I ſhould be glad to learn of what 


conſequence it could be to the cauſe, whether you did or 


did not know the defendant, or whether you had or had 
not an inclination to be acquainted with him ?—Sir, this 
was a pitiful perſonality, calculated to depreciate the 


character of a gentleman to whom you was a ſtranger, 
merely to gratify the rancour and malice of an abandon- 


ed fellow who had feed you to ſpeak in his cauſe.— Did 

l ever ſeek your acquaintance, or court your protection? 
I had been informed, indeed, that you was a lawyer of 

| ſome reputation, and, when the ſuit commenced, would 
have retained you for that reaſon, had not I been antici- 
pated by the plaintiff; but, far from coveting your ac- 
quaintance, I never dreamed of exchanging a word with 
you on that or any other ſubject : you might therefore 

have ſpared your invidious declaration, until I had put it 
in your power to mortify me with a repulſe, which, upon 
my honour, would never have been the caſe, were you 

a much greater man than you really are.—Yet this was 


not the only expedient you uſed to prepoſſeſs the jury 


_ againſt me.—You was hardy enough to repreſent me as 
a perſon devoid of all humanity and remorſe z as a bar- 


barous rufhan, who, in a cowardly manner, had,-with 
two aſſociates as barbarous as myſelf, called a peace- 
able gentleman out of his lodgings, and aſſaulted him 


7 in the dark, with intent to murder.—Such an hor- 
rid imputation, publicly fixed upon 2 perſon whole inno- 


cence you could hardly miſs to know, is an outrage, for 


which, I believe, I might find reparation from the lar 
itſelf, notwithſtanding your artful manner of qualifying 
the expreſſion by ſaying, provided the fas can be proved. 


This low ſubterfuge may, for aught I know, ſcreen you 


from a proſecution at law, but can never acquit you in 
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. RY I) | | . iS. 
that court which every man of honour holds in his own 


breaſt. I ſay, you mnſt have known my innocence, from 
the weakneſs of the evidence which you produced, and 


with which you either was, or ought to have been pre- 
viouſly acquainted, as well as from my general charac- 
ter and that of my antagoniſt, which it was your duty to 


have learned.—I will venture to ſay, you did know my 
character, and in your heart believed me incapable of 


| ſuch brutality as you laid to my charge.—dSurely I do not 
cover-rate my own importance in affirming, that I am not 
ſo obſcure in life as to have eſcaped the notice of Mr. 
Hume-Campbell; and I will be bold enough to challenge 
him and the whole world to prove one inſtance in which 
my integrity was called, or at leaſt left in queſtion.— 
Have not I, therefore, reaſon to ſuppoſe that, in ſpite 
of your own internal conviction, you undertook the cauſe 
of a wretch, whoſe ingratitude, villany, and rancour are, 
I firmly believe, without example in this kingdom; that 
you magnified a ſlight correction beſtowed by his bene- 
factor, in conſequence of the moſt inſolent provocation, 


into a deliberate and malicious ſcheme of. affaſſination ; 


and endeavoured, with all the virulence of defamation, 
to deſtroy the character, and even the life, of an injur- 
ed perſon, who, as well as yourſelf, is a gentleman by 
birth, education, and profeſſion? In favour of whom, 
and in conſequence of what, was all this zeal manifeſted, 
all this ſlander exhauſted, and all this ſcurrility diſchar- 
'ged? Your client, whom you dignified with the title of 


Eſquire, and endeavoured to raiſe to the ſame footing 


with me in point of ſtation and character, you knew to 
be an abject miſcreant, whom my compaſſion and huma- 


nity had lifted from the moſt deplorable ſcenes of diſtreſs ; 


whom I had ſaved from impriſonment and ruin; whom 
| Thad clothed and fed for a ſeries of years; whom I had occa- 
fionally aſfiſted with my purſe, credit, and influence. Lou 
knew, or ought to have known, that, after having received 

a thouſand marks of my benevolence, and prevailed upon 

me to indorſe notes for the ſupport of his credit, he with- 

drew himſelf into the verge of the Court, and took up 


his habitation in a paltry alehouſe, where he not only ſet 


me and the reſt of his creditors at defiance, but provok- 


ed me, by ſcurrilous and inſolent letters and meſſages, to 
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chaſtiſe him in ſuch a manner as gave him an handle for 
this proſecution, in which you ſignalized yourſelf as 
his champion, for a very honourable conſideration, — 
There is ſomething ſo palpably ungrateful, perfidious, 
and indeed diabolical, in the conduct of the proſecutor, 


that, even in theſe degenerate days, I wonder how he 


could find an Attorney to appear in his behalf, O Tem- 
pora ! O Mores After having thus ſounded the trum- 


pet of obloquy in your preamble, and tortured every cir- 
cumſtance of the plaintiff's evidence to my detriment and 
diſhonour, you attempted to ſubject me to the ridicule 
of the Court, by aſking a queſtion of my firſt witneſs, 
which had no more relation to the cauſe, than if you had 
deſired to know the name of his grandmother.—What 


title had you to aſk of a tradeſman, if he knew me to be 


an author? What affinity had this queſtion with the cir. 
cumſtances of the aſſault? Was not this foreign to the 
_ purpoſe ? Was it not impertinent, and propoſed with a a2 
view to put me out of countenance, and to raiſe the laugh 
of the ſpectators at my expence ? There, indeed, you was 
diſappointed, as you frequently are in thoſe little digreſ- 
| ſive efforts by which you make yourſelf remarkable — _ 
Though I do not pretend to poſſeſs that ſuperlative de- 
gree of effrontery by which ſome people make a figure at 
the bar, I have aſſurance enough to ſtand the mention 
of my works without bluſhing, eſpecially when I deſpiſe 
the taſte, and ſcorn the principles of him who would turn 
them to my diſgrace.— Lou ſucceeded, however, in one 
particular; I mean, in raiſing the indignation of my wit- 
neſs; of which you took all imaginable advantage, puz- 
zling, perplexing, and brow-beating him with ſuch arti- 
_ tifice, eagerneſs, and inſult, as overwhelmed him with _ 
confuſion, and had well nigh deprived me of the benefit 
of his evidence. —Luckily for me, the next gentleman 
who was called confirmed what the other had ſwore, and 
proved to the ſatisfaction of the judge and jury, and even 
to your own conviction, that this terrible deliberate aſ- 


ſaſſination was no more than a ſimple biow given to a | 


raſcal after repeated provocation, and that of the moſt 
flagrant kind; that no advantage was taken in point of 
weapons; and that two drabs, whom they had picked up 
| for the purpoſe, had affirmed upon oath a downright 
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falſehood, with a view to blaſt my reputation. Vou 
yourſelf was ſo conſcious of this palpable detection, that 


you endeavoured to excuſe them by a forced explanation, 


which, you may depend upon it, ſhall not ſcreen them 
from a proſecution for perjury.—I will not ſay, that this 
was like patronizing a couple of gypſies who had for- 
worn themſelves, conſequently forfeited all title to the 
countenance, or indeed forbearance of the Court; but 
this I will ſay, that your tenderneſs for them, was of a 


piece with your whole behaviour to me, which I think 


was equally inſolent and unjuſt ; for, granting that you 
had really ſuppoſed me guilty of an intended aſſaſſination, 
before the trial began, you ſaw me in the courſe of evi- 
dence acquitted of that ſuſpicion, and heard the judge 
infiſt upon my innocence in his charge to the jury, who 
brought in their verdict accordingly. Then, Sir, you 
_ oupht in common Juſtice to have owned yourſelf miſ- 
taken, or to have taken ſome other opportunity of ex- 
preſſing your concern for what you had ſaid to my diſ- 
advantage; though even ſuch an acknowledgment would 
not have been a ſufficient reparation ; becauſe, before 
my witneſſes were called, many perſons left the Court 
with impreſſions to my prejudice, conceived from the 


calumnies which they heard you eſpouſe and encourage. 


On the whole, you opened the trial with ſuch hyperbo- 
lical impetuoſity, and conducted it with ſuch particular 
bitterneſs and rancour, that every body perceived you 
was more than ordinarily intereſted; and I could not di- 
vine the myſterious bond of union that attached you to 
Peter Gordon, Eſq. until you furniſhed me with a key 
to the whole ſecret, by that ſtrong emphaſis with which 

vou pronounced the words, Ferdinand Count Fathom, 
Then I diſcovered the ſource of your good-will towards 
me, which is no other than the hiſtory of a law-ſuit in- 
ſerted in that performance, where the author takes occa- 
fon to obſerve, that the counſel behaved like men of 
conſummate abilities in their profeſſion; exerting them- 


felves with equal induſtry, eloquence, and erudition, in 


their endeavours to perplex the truth, brow-beat the evi- - 
dence, puzzle the judge, and miſlead the jury,—Did 
any part of this character come home to your own con- 

ſcience ? or did you reſent it as a ſarcaſm levelled at the 
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whole Bench without diſtinction? I take it for granted, 


this muſt have been the origin of your enmity to me; 
becauſe I can recollect no other circumſtance in my con- 


duct, by which I could incur the diſpleaſure of a man 


whom I ſcarce knew by ſight, and with whom I never 


had the leaſt diſpute, or indeed concern. If this was the 


caſe, you pay a very ſcurvy compliment to your own in- 


tegrity, by fathering a character which is not applicable 
to any honeſt man, and give the world a handle to be- 


reformation. Indeed, the petulance, licence, and buf- 


foonery of ſome lawyers in the exerciſe of their function, 
is a reproach upon decency, and a ſcandal to the nation ; 


and it is ſurpriſing that the judge, who repreſents his Ma- 


jeſty's perſon, ſhould ſuffer ſuch inſults upon the dignity 
of the place.—But, whatever liberties of this kind are 


granted to the counſel, no fort of freedom, it ſeems, muſt 


de allowed to the evidence, who, by the by, are of much 
more conſequence to the cauſe.—You will take upon you 
to divert the audience at the expence of a witneſs, by im- 
pertinent alluſions to ſome parts of his private character 
and affairs; but if he pretends to retort the joke, you in- 
ſult, abuſe, and bellow againſt him as an impudent fel- 
low who fails in his reſpect to the Court. —It was in this 
manner you behaved to my firſt witneſs, whom you firſt _ 


provoked into a paſſion by injurious inſinuations; then 


| you took an advantage of the confuſion which you had 
_ entailed upon him; and laſtly, you inſulted him as a per- 
ſon who had ſhuffled in his evidence. This might have 
been an irreparable injury to the character of a tradeſ- 
man, had not he been luckily known to the whole jury, 


and many other perſons in Court, as a man of unque- 


ſtioned probity and credit. Sir, a witneſs has as good 


a title as ”_ have to the protection of the Court; and 
ought to have more, becauſe evidence is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the inveſtigation of truth; whereas, the aim of 


a lawyer is often to involve it in doubt and obſcurity. Is 


it for this purpoſe you ſo frequently deviate from the 


"5 point, and endeavour to raiſe the mirth of the audience 
with flat jokes and inſipid ſimiles? or, have you really ſo 
miſerably miſtaken your own talents, as to ſet up for the 


character of a man of humour? For my own part, were 


wa 


xlv1 THE LIFE OF sMoLLETT. 


I diſpoſed to be merry, I ſhould never defire a more preg- 
nant "Cubjedl of ridicule, than your own appearance and 
behaviour; but, as I am at preſent in a very ferious 


mood, I ſhall content myſelf with demanding adequate 
"reparation for the injurious treatment I have received at 


your hands; otherwiſe I will in four days put this letter 
in the preſs, and you ſhall hear in another manner—not 


from a rufhan and an aſſaſſin but from an injured gen- 
tleman, who is not aſhamed of ſubſcribing himſelf *.“ 
In the beginning of the year 1755 Smollett publiſh- 
ed, upon the encouragement of a liberal ſubſcription, a 
a new tranſlation of The Hi/tory of the renowned Don Quix- 
ote, from the Spaniſh of Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, with 

 fome Account of the Author's Life ; illuſtrated with 28 new 


copperplates, deſigned by Hayman, and engraved by the beſt 


Artiſts, in 2 vols. to. The tranſlation of Don Quixote 
is preceded by a dedication to his Excellency Don Ri- 
 cardo Wall, Principal Secretary of State to his Moſt Catho- 
tic Majeſty, Sc. who encouraged the undertaking, and 
had permitted Smollett to inſcribe the work to him, while 
he reſided in London, as ambaflador and args £ 
at the Court of Great Britain. 5 
_ He informs us, in a ſhort. Advertiſement, that his aim 
= in this undertaking, was to maintain that ludicrous ſolem- 
nity and, ſclf-importance, by which the inimitable Cer= 
 vantes has diſtinguiſhed the character of Don Duxote, 
without raiſing him to the inſipid rank of a dry philoſo- 
| pher, or debaſing him to the melancholy circumſtances 
and unentertaining caprice of an ordinary madman; and 
to preſerve the native humour of Sancho Panza from de- 
generating into mere proverbial phlegm, or affected buf- 
| foonery ; that he has endeavourcd to retain the ſpirit and 
ideas, without ſervilely adhering to the literal expreſſions 
of the original, from which, however, he has not ſo far 
_ deviated, as to deſtroy that formality of idiom ſo peculiar 
to the Spaniards, and ſo eſſential to the character of the 
Work; that the ſatire and propriety of many of the allu- 
ſions, which had been loſt in the change of cuſtoms and 
lapſe of time, is reſtored in explanatory notes; and the 
whole conducted with that care and circumſpeRtion 7 
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which ought to be exerted by every author, who, in at- 
tempting to improve upon a taſk already performed, ſub- 
jects himſelf to the moſt invidious compariſon. 990 
If it ſhould be thought that all thoſe advantages have 
not been attained in this undertaking, it ought to be re- 
membered, that Don Quixote is the moſt difficult book in 
the world to tranſlate, from the extreme frequency of its 
idiomatic phraſes; that few of even the Spaniards of the 
preſent day underſtand all its beauties, or can explain the 
* obſcurities which the lapſe of time has occaſioned z and 
that to transfuſe all the ſpirit of Cervantes, his fine hu- 
= mour, and the beauty of his numerous alluſions, into a 
foreign language, is a taſk which a genius equal to 
that of the inimitable author himſelf could not perform, 
= without the ſame knowledge of the country and of the 
times in which he lived; including alſo the moſt ex- 
tenſive acquaintance with the language, idioms, cuſtoms, 
'* humorous expreſhons, provincial phraſes, and proverbial _ 
* Afayings of the people for whom the tranſlation is in- 


S .)mollett unqueſtionably poſſeſſed thoſe requiſites in an 
eminent degree; and though he never was in Spain, he 
= Certainly had a very conſiderable knowledge of the lan- 
= guage; and had been at pains to inform himſelf of the 
—˖— Kev wo cuſtoms of the country, to which alluſions are 
; | JJ%% mo PT 8 3 Ops ue 97 Rep or Cr TO Ro Tg 
Shelton, Motteux, and Jarvis, had tranſlated Don 
; Quixote before Smollett with various ſucceſs, but not un- 
| 3 happily; for their tranſlations are highly reliſhed and 
= adnured by readers of every deſcription. Since, however, 
the beſt tranſlation of Don * e we can look for muſt 
be executed by a perſon poſſeſſed of a genius a-kin to the 
author, a better than Smollett's, upon the whole, cannot 
be expected to appear in our language. The verſion of 
Jarvis may, in ſome reſpects, be thought more exact, but 
it is leſs ſpirited and elegant. The verſion of Smollett 
= = comes neareſt to the original, though it fails him in preſerv- 
d ing the formality of the Spaniſh idiom. In this reſpect 
1e 8 he is ſurpaſſed by Motteux, his inferior in genius, who 
- diſplays the ludicrous ſolemnity of Don Quixote, and the 
native humour of Sancho Panza, with more felicity of 
| expreſſion, and propriety of alluſion. The reader who 
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takes up an Engliſh Don Quixote, merely to be diverted, 


will pronounce Motteux's the moſt entertaining book. 


Mr. Tytler's obſervations on the comparative merits of 
the tranſlations of Don Quixote by Motteux, Farvis, and 
Smollett, with ſome exceptions in favour of the latter, are 


juſt and ingenious, and, though long, are too valuable to be 


withheld. 5 + W aut] 
„ Smollett inherited from nature a ſtrong ſenſe of ridi- 


eule, a great fund of original humour, and a happy 


verſatility of talent, by which he could accommodate 


his ſtyle to almoſt every ſpecies of writing. He could 


adopt, alternately, the ſolemn, the lively, the ſarcaſtic, 


— 4 


the burleſque, and the vulgar. To theſe qualifications, 


he joined an inventive genius, and a vigorous imagina- 


tion. As he poſſeſſed talents equal to the compoſition 
of original works of the ſame ſpecies with the novel of 
Cervantes; ſo it is not perhaps poſſible to conceive a a 
writer more completely qualified to give a perfect tranſ- 
keen ee 88 


 « Motteur, with no great abilities as an original writ- 
er, appears to me to have been endowed with a ſtrong 
perception of the ridiculous in human character, a juſt 


diſcernment of the weakneſſes and follies of mankind. 
He ſeems likewiſe to have had a great command of the 
various ſtyles which are accommodated to the expreſſion 
both of grave burleſque, and of low humour. Infe- 
rior to Smollett in inventive genius, he ſeems to have 
equalled him in every quality which was eſſentially re- 


quiſite to a tranſlator of Don Quixote. It may, there- 


fore, be ſuppoſed, that the conteſt between them will be 
nearly equal, and the queſtion of preference very difh- 
cult to be decided. It would have been ſo, had Smol- 


lett confided in his own ſtrength, and beſtowed on his 


taſk that time and labour which the length and difficulty 
of the work required; but Smollett too often wrote in 


ſuch circumſtances, that diſpatch was his primary ob- 


8 ject. He found various Engliſh tranſlations at hand, 
which he judged might ſave him the labour of a new 
compoſition. Jarvis could give him faithfully the ſenſe 


of his author; and it was neceſſary only to poliſh his 


aſperities, and lighten his heavy and awkward phraſco- 


logy. To contend with Motteux, Smollett found it ne- 
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ceflary to aſſume the armour of Jarvis. This author had 
purpoſely avoided, through the whole of his work, the 
{malleſt coincidence of expreſſion with Motteux, whom, 
with equal preſumption and injuſtice, he accuſes in his 


preface of having © taken his verſion wholly from the 


French.” We find, therefore, both in the tranſlation of 


Jarvis, and that of Smollett, which is little elſe than an 


improved edition of the former, that there is a ſtudied 


rejection of the phraſeology of Motteux. Now Motteux, 


though he has frequently aſſumed too great a licence, 
both in adding to, and retrenching from the ideas of his 


original, has, upon the whole, a very high degree of me- 


rit as a tranſlator. In the adoption of correſponding 1di- 
oms, he has been eminently fortunate z and, as in theſe 


there is no great latitude, he has, in general, preoccupied 


the appropriated phraſes ; ſo that a ſucceeding tranſlat= 


or, who proceeded on the rule of invariably rejecting his 
phraſeology, mult have, in general, altered for the worſe. 
Such, I have ſaid, was the rule laid down by Jarvis, and 
| by his copyiſt and improver Smollett, who, by thus ab- 
ſurdly rejecting what his own judgment and taſte muſt 


have approved, has produced a compoſition decidedly in- 


ferior, on the whole, to that of Motteux *.“ 


Immediately on his tranſlation of Don Quixote being 


finiſhed, Smollett made a journey, which he had long 
meditated, to his native country, to viſit his mother, who 
then reſided with her daughter, Mrs. Telfer, at Scotſton ; 


where he paſſed ſome time in the ' gratification of thoſe 


fine feelings of affection and gratitude towards his rela- 


tions, and the friends of his choice, which occupied ſo 
large a portion of his heart. Of 

On his arrival, Dr. Moore informs us, he was intro- 
duced to his mother, with the connivance of Mrs. Tel- 
fer, as a gentleman from the Weſt Indies, who was in- 


timately acquainted with her ſon. The better to ſupport 


his aſſumed character, he endeavoured to preſerve a very 
lerious countenance, approaching to a frown ; but, while 
his mother's eyes were rivetted on his countenance, he 
could not refrain from ſmiling : She immediately ſprung 
from her chair, and, throwing her arms around his neck, 


3 Profeſſor Tytler's Eſſay on the principles of Tranſlation,” p. 178— 


Vol. J. 4 


e 
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exclaimed, Ah, my ſon! my ſon ! 1 have found you 
at laſt!” 


She afterwards told him, that if he had kept his auſtere 


looks, and continued to gloom, he might have eſcaped de- 
tection ſome time longer; but your old roguiſh ſmile, 
added ſhe, betrayed you at once * 


Before his return to England, Smollett viſited various 


parts of Scotland, particularly the city of Glaſgow, where 
he ſpent two days with Dr. Moore, and ſome of his old 
companions. 


On his arrival in Lamdong Smollett was eile upon 
to undertake the chief direction of The Critical Review, 


a new literary journal, which commenced in January 
1756 +, undertaken in dependence upon the patronage 


and encouragement of the tories, and the high church 
party, in oppoſition to“ The Monthly Review,” a re- 
ſpectable literary journal, undertaken in 1949, by Dr. 


Griffiths, the preſent proprietor, and conducted upon the 
principles of civil and religious liberty, favourable to the 
meaſures of the whigs, and the ſentiments of the low 5 

7 church party and the diflenters. | 


In the plan of the Critical Review, Smollett and his 155 1 
rary coadjutors, eſtimated the duties of the office they had 
aſſumed with juſtice and moderation; they made ſtrong 
profeſſions of impartiality and independence, and ſolemn- 


ly promiſed, that they would revive the true ſpirit of cri- 
ticiſm; that they would never condemn or extol, with- 


out having firſt carefully peruſed the performance ; that 
they would never act under the influence of connection 
or prejudice; that they would not venture to criticiſe 


a tranſlation, without underſtanding the original; that 
they would never wreſt the ſenſe, nor miſinterpret the 
meaning, of any author; that they would never, without. 
reluctance, diſapprove even of a bad writer, who had 
the leaſt title to indulgence ;, and that they would not ex- 
hibit a partial and unfair aſſemblage of the blemiſhes of 
_ any production. 


Although theſe promiſes, folemnly made to the public 7 


*The particulars of this interview were communicated to Dr. Moore 
by the late Lieutenant-Colonel Smollett. | : 
+ The firſt number of The” Critical Review, or dangle of 1 for 


January and February, was publiſhed Iſt March 17 . by R. Baldwin. 
| Paternoder-Row, i 
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were not ſtrictly obſerved, in every particular, by the 


authors, the Review was conducted with much ability, 
and met with conſiderable ſucceſs. Smollet engaged in 
the undertaking with honeſt zeal, and wrote his ſhare; 
his critical ſtrictures evinced, as might be expected, ſuf- 
ficient taſte and judgment in works of literature, but too 


much irritability and impatience, when any of the 1n- 


cenſed authors, whoſe performances he had cenſured, at- 
tempted to retaliate, and a degree of acrimony of ſtyle, 
and intemperance of language, that involved him in a 


voariety of diſputes, frequently more vexatious than credit- 


Soon after the commencement of the Critical Rewiew, 


he publiſhed, without his name, A Compendium of Authen- 


tic and Entertaining V oyages, digeſted in a chronslogical ſeries ; 


the whole exhibiting a clear View of the Cuſtoms, Manners, 


Religion, Government, Commerce, and Natural Hiflory of 
moſt Nations of the Known World; Illuſtrated with a va- 


riety of Genuine Charts, Maps, Plans, Heads, Wc. in 7 
vols. 12mo; a popular] compilation, undertaken at the 
_expence of Mr. Dodſley, a man who had ſenſe and 


ſpirit to reward authors according to their genius and ca- 


pacity. This uſeful collection of voyages, deviating from 
the plan of other collections, begins with the diſcover- 
ies of Columbus, and tracing the ſpirit of adventure in a 


regular progreſs through all the various ſtreams of diſcove- 
ry, introduces the ſubſequent voyages of Vaſco de Gama, 


Pedro Alvarez de Cabral, Magellan, Sir Francis Drake, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Thomas Rowe, Captain John 


Monk, Captain James, Mr. John Nieuhoff, Mr. Lionel 


Wafer, Captain Dampier, Dr. Gemelli, Captain Ro- 
gers, and Lord Anſon, in chronological order, ſo as to 
form, as it were, the Annals of Navigation. To theſe 


are added, the hiſtories of the conqueſt of Mexico and 
Peru; the voyages made for the diſcovery of Florida 
the curious relation of eight men who were preſerved, . 
and of ſeven others who wintered in Greenland; deſcrip- 
tions of Iceland and Ceylon ; Baldzus's account of Mala- 
bar and Coromandel; authentic memoirs relating to Ruſ- 
ſia ; and his own well-written Account of the Expedition 
ogainſt Carthagena * in 1741, never before publiſhed. 

The failure of this expedition Smollett aſcribes, from actual obierv- 
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In forming this collection of voyages, and intereſting the 


reader in a ſucceſſion of incidents and adventures that 


at once improve the mind, and delight the imagination, 


Smollett has unqueſtionably diſencumbered this uſeful 
ſpecies of hiſtory from a great deal of unneceſſary lum- 
ber, that tended to clog the narration, and fatigue the 


memory; and has not only retrenched the ſuperfluities, 
and rendered the narrative leſs embarraſſed, and more 


ſuccinct, but has poliſhed the ſtyle, ſtrengthened the con- 


nection of incidents, animated the narrative, and inter- 
ſperſed a variety of original obſervations and characters. 
The well drawn character of Sir Francis Drake, | in Parti- 


eulen is worthy of the pencil of Smollet. 


In the year 1757, at a period of national diſaſter, 
| Swollett, indignant at the puſillanimous conduct of the 


miniſtry, and the diſgrace of the Britiſh arms, wrote his 
comedy of The Repriſal, or the Tars of Old England, an 


atter-piece of two acts, deſigned to rouſe the warlike 
ſpirit of the nation, and to point the vengeance of his 


countrymen againſt their inſolent and e foes. 


What heart will fail to glow, what eye to brighten, 
When Britain's wrath arous'd begins to lighten! 
Her thunders roll—her fearleſs ſons advance, 5 
And her red enſigns wave o'cr the pale flow'rs of France. 
-  - Such game our fathers play'd in days of yore, 
When Edward's banners fann'd the Gallic ſhore ; . 
When Howard's arm Eliza's vengeance hurl'd, 
And Drake diffus'd her fame around the world : | 
Still ſhall that godlike flame your boſoms fire, 
The gen "Tous ſon ſhall emulate the fire: 7 
Her ancient ſplendor England ſhall maintain, 15 
Ober diſtant realms extend her genial reign, | 
And riſe—th unrivall'd N of the main *, 


The comedy of The Repriſal, written CE PAY for 


the ſtage, was offered to Mr. Garrick, with whom Smol- 


lett had been previouſly reconciled, and performed early 
In the ſeaſon at the cheatre- royal in Drury-Lane, and 
met with good ſucceſs, yet not equal to what its merit 


ation, to the incapacity and miſconduct of the 8 & The 
Admiral was a man of weak underſtanding, ſtrong prejudices, boundleſs _ 
_ arrogance, and overboiling paſſions; and the General, though he had 
ſome parts, was wholly defective in point of experience, u e and | 


reſolution. Account of the Exped. to C ee, 
* To 'o the 5 zal. 
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might have juſtly claimed. It was afterwards printed in 
Zvo, and is ſtill a favourite after-piece. Y 


The Prologue acquaints us with the principal characters, 

in the following lines : 1 N | 

A ſtout Hibernian, and ferocious Scot, 

Together boil in our enchanted pot; _ 

To taint theſe viands with the true fumet, 
He ſhreds a muſty, vain, French—martinet. 

This ſtale ingredient might our porridge mar 

Without ſome acid juice of Engliſh tar 

To rouſe the appetite the drum ſhall rattle, 

And the deſert ſhall be a bloodleſs battle. 


: The characters of Oclaber, M. aclaymore, Champignon, 


and Blick, are natural and entertaining, and as finely di- 


ſtinguiſhed as in any dramatic piece in the Engliſh lan- 
guage. The piece concludes with a ſpirited ſong in ho- 


nour of the tars of Old England. 


While Britiſh oak beneath us rolls, 
And Engliſh courage fires our ſouls, 
JI o crown our toils, the fates decree 
The wealth and empire of the ſea. 


| The ſatisfaction which the author derived from the 
| ſucceſs of his comedy was enhanced by the generous be- 
haviour of the manager. Mr. Garrick not only acted 


with candour and cordiality in preparing it for the ſtage, - 


but allowed his benefit on the ſixth night inſtead of the 


ninth, to which authors are entitled for after-pieces ; 
exempted him from the payment of the advance that had 


been made at that time in the charge of the theatre on 


benefit nights “; and alſo appeared himſelf in the part of 


Luſignan, in the tragedy of Zara, in the evening of its 
VVV 
By this generous behaviour on the part of Mr. Gar- 

rick, the breach between Smollett and the manager was 
entirely cloſed. Underſtanding, however, from Mr. Der- 
rick, that ſome oſficious perſons had circulated reports in 
his name with a view to prejudice him in Mr. Garrick's 


opinion, he wrote the following letter to him, juſtifying 
himſelf from thoſe , 

In juſtice to myſelf, I take the liberty to aſſure you, 
_ * From the information of John Kemble, Eſq, of Drury-Lane Thestre. 
ihe ſum abated, in favour of Smollett, was ten pounds, 
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that if any perſon accuſes me of having ſpoken Aiſre- 
ſpectfully of Mr. Garrick, of having hinted that he ſoli- 
cited for my farce, or had intereſted views in bringing it 

forward, he does me wrong, upon the word of a gentle- 


man. The imputation is altogether falſe and malicious. 


Excluſive of other conſiderations, I could not be ſuch an 
idiot to talk in that ſtrain, when my own intereſt required 
a different ſort of conduct. Perhaps the fame inſidious 
methods have been taken to inflame former animoſities, 
Which, on my part, are forgotten, and ſelf- condemned. 
I muſt own you have acted in this affair of the farce, with 


that candour, openneſs, and cordiality, which even morti- 


fy my pride, while they lay me under the moſt ſenſible 


obligations; and I ſhall not reſt ſatisfied until I have an 


opportunity to convince Mr, Garrick that my gratitude 1 15 
as Warm as any other of my paſſions.” _ 

A ſhort time before the repreſentation of The Repriſal, 
the following panegyric on Mr. Garrick, mingled with 


ſome diſparaging reflections on Mr. Moore and Dr. 


| Brown, appeared in the Critical Review, unqueſtionably 


with the approbation of Smollett, and probably intended 
: by him as a public retractation of the very unfair repreſent- 
ation he had given in Roderick Random of his treatment 


of him reſpecting The Regicide. 


„We often ſee this Ae or labouring through 


five tedious acts to ſupport a lifeleſs piece, with a mix- 
ture of pity and indignation, and cannot help wiſhing 


there were in this age good youre: to write for one who 


lo well delgrves them. | 


Qicquid calcaverit hic, roſa bet. | 


3 He has the art, like the Lydian king, of ming all 
that he touches into gold, and can enfure applauſe to 
every fortunate bard, from inimitable Shakſpeare and 
old Ben, to gentle Neddy Moore, and the author of 

...-., « Barbaroſſa . 

His engagements. in the Critical 3 which from 


the beginning had been a ſource of diſquiet, continued to 


diminiſh his ſelf-happineſs ; for, as he was at no pains to | 
conceal his we the chief direction of the work, the ven- 


* Critical Review, 17 56. | 
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peance of, the incenſed authors was directed againſt him 
in particular, though it frequently happened that he had 
not written the article that gave offence. Among others, 
he incurred, at this time, the reſentment of Dr. Shebbeare, 
a well-known political and miſcellaneous writer, who had 
been chaſtiſed in the Review for his inſolent and ſediti- 
ous publications. 'The incenſed author ſuſpected Smol- 
lett, and retaliated in a pamphlet, entitled, “ The Oc- 
caſional Critic, or the Decrees of the Scotch Tribunal in 
the Critical Review rejudged,” Bvo, 1757, written with 


all the preſumption of Dennis, without his learning, with 
all his rage, without his integrity. e 


Although the ©« Occaſional Critic,” in many inſtances, 
ſtumbled on the truth, the whole animation of the per- 
| formance aroſe from the vivacity and virulence with 


which the enraged writer maintained, that the authors of 


the Critical Revieau were Scotch ſcrubs and raſcals, barbers, 
taylors, apothecaries, and ſurgeons mates, who underſtood 


neither Greek, Latin, French, nor Engliſh, nor any other 


language, and that Scotland never produced any one 
man of genius, learning, or integrit 7. 
Ihe acrimony of Dr. Shebbeare's retaliation was great- 
er than Smollett's patience could bear, without reſiſtance 
or reply; and it immediately drew from him, or one of 
his literary aſſociates, the following obſervations. 


Whatever regard we may have for our fellow-ſub- 
jects in North Britain, and ſurely we do regard them 
not only as our brethren, but alſo as a people diſtinguiſh- 
ed by their learning and capacity, we have no call to 
enter the liſts as their champions, againſt an antagoniſt 
Whom they themſelves would hardly deign to oppoſe. 


* We cannot help, however, taking this opportunity 


of declaring, that of five perſons concerned in writing 
the Critical Review, one only is a native of Scotland; ſo 
that our hypercritic's national rancour againſt that king- 


Nl With the“ Occaſional Critic,” the anthors of the © Monthly = 
view,” coincided in opinion reſpecting their brethren. © They appear 


to be phyſicians without practice, authors without learning, men without 


decency, and writers without judgment.” M. R. 1757. The Critical 


1 5 Reviewers replied in an Addreſs to the Old Gentlewoman who directs | 
the Monthly Review,” containing many ſtrokes of wit, and much ſpirited 
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dom ſeems to have miſtaken its object; unleſs he levelled 


the whole at one member of our ſociety, whom indeed 


he has reviled, beſpattered, and belied, with all the ve- 
nom of low invidious malice, and all the filth of vulgar 


abuſe. Theſe attacks, however, we forgive, as the na- 


tural effects of reſentment. That perſon has occaſionally 


detected and chaſtiſed him, as an ignorant and preſump- 


tuous quack in politics, an enemy to his =y and coun- 
try, and a deſperate incendiary, who, by miſrepreſenting 


facts and aſperſing characters, endeavoured to raiſe a 


ferment in the nation, at a time when a concurrence of 


_ unfortunate incidents had produced a fpirit of diſcontent 
AO TRE PRRIIEP DD tr 7 TD TRE 
le had no ſooner repelled the illiberal abuſe of a writ- 
er whoſe talents and character he deſpiſed, than he was 


0 


| thrown into a more vexatious, and leſs creditable difpute 
with Dr. Grainger, a man of genius and a, poet, who 
ſuſpected him to be the writer of the article in the Criti- 


cal Review, in which his © Tranſlation of Tibullus“ had 


been treated with unjuſtifiable ſeyerity. Whether Dr. 


Grainger's ſuſpicions were well or ill founded, he thought 


his tranſlation had been criticiſed in the Review with ma- 


* 


lignity, and publiſhed an angry © Letter to Tobias Smol- 
lett, M. D. occaſioned by his criticiſm upon a late tran- 


lation of Tibullus,“ 8 vo, 1758, in which, after refuting 


the criticiſms of the reviewer, he proves by examples, 
principally taken from the article on his own work, that 


the authors of the Critical Review had broken, in every 
particular, their promiſes ſolemnly made to the public in 


the plan of their journal, mentions Smollett in contemp- 
tuous terms, and indulges himſelf in ſome ludiorous re- 


flections on the unlucky diminutive of his chriſtian name. 


Theſe perſonal reflections and pleaſantries which min- 
gled in the controverſy between the poet and the critic, 


who mutually reſpected each other's talents and charac- 
ter, were not forgotten when Dr. Grainger's Letter“ 


fell under the animadverſions of Smollett, or one of his 


aſſociates, in the Critical Review, who, in ridiculing that 
play ful ſpecies of vengeance, was guilty of injuſtice if he 


* Critical Review 175 8 
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meant to inſinuate, that his antagoniſt could be claſſed 
among the dunces of the age. 


The reviewer obſerves, that © Dr. Grainger had found 
in Dr. Smollett's chriſtian name Tobias, and its diminutive 


Toby, a very extraordinary fund of humour and ridicule; 


but that this ſpecies of wit, however entertaining, was 
not new, for that others had played on the cognomen 
with as much dexterity as he had on the prenomen; that 
Smollett had been facetiouſſy converted by that ſtupendous 
genius Dr. Hill into Small- head and Small-wwit ; that the 


ſame happy thought had ſtruck the dunces of a former 


age, who had not only punned ſucceſsfully on the name 


of Alexander Pope, but had even written a poem againſt 
him, entitled Sawney. © Think not, reader, he adds, 
that we preſume to compare Dr. Smollett, as a writer, 


with Mr. Pope; we are ſenſible of the infinite diſparity ; 


| but in one reſpect their fate is ſimilar; they have both 
been abuſed, belied, and accuſed of ignorance, malice, and 
want of genius, by the confeſſed dunces of the age, at a 


time when their works were read and approved, at leaſt, 


as much as any other Engliſh contemporary author “.“ 


Of the unjuſt ſuſpicions which his concern in the Criti- 


cal Reviewv excited in, the breaſts of Mr. Home and Dr. 
Wilkie, and ſome other writers of his own country, 


whoſe talents and character he reſpected, he complains 1 


in a letter to Dr. Moore, in the year 1758. 1 in which f is 
the following paragraph: | 


I have tor ſome time done very little in the Critical | 
Review. The remarks upon Home's Tragedy I never 
{aw until they were in print; and yet I have not read one 


line of © The Epigoniad.” I am told the work has merit; 


and I am truly ſorry that it ſhould have been ſo roughly 
handled. Notwithſtanding the cenſures that have been ſo 
freely beſtowed upon theſe and other productions of our 
country, the authors of the Critical Review have been 5 
inſulted and abuſed as a Scotch Tribunal.“ Tg 
Beſides theſe, many other diſputes aroſe with Went 5 
writers, who conſidered themſelves injured by the ſeveri- 
ty of his criticiſms. Seldom a month paſſed without ſome 
complaints on that head, and thoſe not t often expreſſed ir in 


* Critical 1 Review, 1759. 
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the moſt decent terms; but whatever reaſon he had to 
complain of the abuſe he ſuffered from detected dullneſs, 
and mortified vanity, he afterwards found that the re- 
venge of an author was nothing compared to the rancour 
of the politician, and the reſentment of httle men n 


in great ſtations. 


In the beginning of the year 175 8, Smollett gave to 


the world his Complete Hiſtory of England, deduced from the 


deſcent of Julius Caſar, to the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
1748, containing the tranſactious of one thouſand three hun- 


dred and three years, in 4 vols. 4to ˙, preceded by a Plan 


of the work, and engraved allegorical Frontiſpieces f. It 


has been declared, and never contradicted, that this work 
was compoſed and finiſhed for the preſs in fourteen 
months; an effort to which nothing but the moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed abilities, and the molt vigorous application, could 


have been equal. The ſhortneſs of time beſtowed on 


the Complete Hiftory of England, joined to the merit of 


the performance, and the conſideration of the infinite 
| pains and perſeverance it muſt have coſt him to form and 
_ digeſt a proper plan, compile materials, compare different 
accounts, collate authorities, and compoſe, poliſh, and 
, finiſh the work, will make it be regarded as one of the 
moſt ſtriking proofs of facility in vriting that is to be 

found! in the annals of literature. 


The work was reprinted the year ain in 150 in 
numbers, of which the weekly ſale amounted to more than 


ten thouſand, and publiſhed in 11 volumes, with engrav- 
ed heads, ad a Dedication to Mr. Pitt, then one of the 
ſecretaries of ſtate, a miniſter recommended by the people, 
and the idol of the nation. 


The extenſive ſale of the Complete H. ary of England | 


ied the proprietors of Rapin's Hiſtory, who caballed, 


and encouraged his political opponents to expole the ab. 


ſurdities, inconſiſtencies, contradictions, and miſrepreſent- 
ations, which either diligence or malignity could detect 
in the H. ſtory, in pamphlets, and the perlen publica- 


Printed for Meſſrs. Rivington FR Fletcher, price 31.3 8. The three 


firſt volumes were publiſhed ana: 0 and the fourth given gratis to the 
- Purchaſers of the other three. | 


T Repreſegting the $, N fate, t the Great t Charter, W. calth __ Li- 
wy * | 
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mon induſtry, and with conſiderable effect: 


the Critical Reviewers, By Thomas Comber * 


the abuſes which followed that crifis. 
has exhihited a degrading picture of King William, his 


indicator has erred in the other nnen by e 
him as a perfect character, 1 
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| tions of the time, in which Smollett was repreſented as a 
partizan and panegyriſt of the —_— of Stuart, a papiſt 


and a proſtitute. 

The following pamphlet was circulated with uncom- 
« A Vindi- 
cation of the Revolution in A. D. 1688, and of the cha- 
racter of King William and Queen Mary, together with 
a Confutation of the Character of King James II. as miſ- 


repreſented by the author of the Complete Hiſtory of 
England, by extracts from Dr. Smollett : To which are 
added, ſome Strictures on the ſaid hiſtorian's account of 


the puniſhment of the rebels in A. D. 1715 and 1746, 
and on the eulogium piven to the Hiſtory of NT by 
„B. "> 


8vo, 1758. In the ſeveral paſſages in the Hi ſtory 5 Er. 


land, animadverted upon in this pamphlet, particularly 
the account of the Revolution, and the character of King 
William, the writer has often reprehended the hiſtorian 
with judgment and propriety, but generally with a pro- 


fuſion of zeal, and, in ſome inſtances, without diſcretion. 


He is not content to defend the principles of the Revo- 


Jution, but he is an advocate for corruption, and juſtifies 


If the hiſtorian 


85 2 A faultleſs monſter, which the world ne'er fa.” 3 


Smollett was not without his favourers and 8 


who declared, with juſtice, that he was, on all occaſions, 
a profeſſed enemy to the religion of Rome; that, as an 
hiſtorian, he freely cenſured both parties; that he had 
praiſed each occaſionally, as either were praiſe-worthy, 

and written with ſuch a ſpirit, reſolution, and impartiali- 

ty, as no flave to a faction could manifeſt, as no other 
hiſtorian of this country ever diſplayed. 


He has himſelf ingenuouſly apologized for his « defedtion 


1 the whig principles in which he was educated, in 
the N letter to Dr. Moore, dated N January | 


24788. 


* A A clergyman, and relation of the Duke of Leeds. 


' + THE LIFE OF SVOLLETT. 


I deferred anſwering your kind letter, until I ſhould 
have finiſhed my hiſtory, which is now completed. I 
was agreeably ſurpriſed to hear that my work had met 
with any approbation at Glaſgow, for it was not at all 
calculated for that meridian. The laſt volume will, I 


doubt not, be ſeverely cenſured by the welt-country whigs 


of Scotland. 
« I defire you will diveſt yourſelf of prejudice, at leaſt, 


as much as you can, before you begin to peruſe it, and 
conſider well the facts before you paſs judgment. W hat- 
ever may be its defect, I proteſt before God I have, as far 
as in me lay, adhered to truth, without eſpouſing any 
faction, though I own I fat down to write with a warm 
ſide to thoſe principles in which I was educated ; but 


in the courſe of my inquiries, ſome of the whig mini- 


- ſters turned out ſuch a ſet of ſordid knaves, that I could 
not help ſtigmatizing them for cheir want of integrity 


and ſentiment *,” 


In another letter to Dr. Moore, dated Chelſea, Sep. 


tember 28. he expreſſes himſelf as follows: 


„] ſome time ago was favoured with yours, which I 


| ſhould have anſwered ſooner, had I not been extremely 


buſied in correcting my hiſtory for a new impreſſion. 
That taſk is now finiſhed, and the book, I hope, render- 
ed leſs unworthy of the public acceptance. 1 am much 


_ obliged to you for the generous warmth which you have 


ſo often interpoſed in behalf of my reputation; of this, 
and of every other inſtance of friendſhip which I have 
experienced at your hands, I ſhall ever retain a cordial | 


remembrance. I am not ſo much ſurpriſed at my book's 


meeting with cenſurers and enemies in Glaſgow, as that 


it ſhould find any number of friends and favourers. 


e ſpeak not of the few who think like philoſophers, ab- 


ſtracted from the notions of the vulgar. The little petulant 


Ffamiliarities of our friend I can forgive, in cqnſideration 


of the good will he has always manifeſted towards me and 
my concerns. He is miſtaken, however, in ſuppoſing, 
that I have imbibed prieſtly notions; I conſider the church 


not as a religious, but a political eſtabliſhment, ſo mi- 
| autely 1 interwoven in our conſtitution, that the one can- 


* Moore” 5 Life of Smollett. 


2, 


mankind grow every day more malicious.— 
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not be detached from the other, without the moſt immi- 
nent danger of deſtruction to both. The uſe which your 
friend makes of the Critical Review is whimſical enough“; 
but I ſhall be glad if he uſes it at any rate. I have not 


had leiſure to do much in that work for ſome time paſt, 
therefore I hope you will not aſcribe the articles indiſcri- 


minately to me; for I am equally averſe to the praiſe and 
cenſure that belong to other men. Indeed, I am ſick of 


both, and wiſh to God my circumſtances would allow 


me to conſign my pen to oblivion. I really believe, that 


Jou will not be ſorry to hear, that the weekly fale of i 


the Hiſtory has increaſed to above ten thouſand. A French 
gentleman of talents and erudition has undertaken to 
tranſlate it into that language 65 and 1 have promiſed to 
ſupply him with corrections +.” 


Without attempting to defend the conbſiency of forks 5 


parts of Smollett's hiſtory, with the principles he avows 
in others, Dr. Moore juſtly and forcibly obſerves, that 
men who are not thought unſteady in their political prin- 
ciples, when they contemplate the headſtrong abſurdity 
of rulers, and fee the arm of government lifted too high, 

and the public money ſquandered fooliſhly, are apt to 
with the government reduced to a ſtate of weakneſs, 


which might prove inconſiſtent with the ſafety of the - 


country; and yet the ſame men, when terrified with the 
examples of popular commotion, and the ſhocking effects 
of anarchy, are inclined to yield to government a greater 


degree of power than the conſtitution warrants, « or is ; 
compatible with the freedom they love |. 


At this period, Smollett availed himſelf of his intima- 


cy with Mr. Wilkes, who had hitherto manifeſted a par- 
tiality for the acquaintance of North Britons, to ſolicit 
his interceſſion with the Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 


miralty, in procuring the liberty of Dr. Johnſon's ſer- 


vant, Francis Barber, who had been impreſſod, in | the ; 


Pr. Moore s friend was fo much . at ſome criticiſms. in that | 


Review, that he continued to take it, for no other purpoſe than that he . 
might read all che publications den by it, age 1 none of thoſe which 


it praiſed, 


T The e alluded to, it is probable, never 1 was executed, 
, lis. 8 Liſe of Smollett. 
1 ZE 
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following letter, dated Chelſea, March 16. 1759, prints 


ed in Mr. Boſwell's © Lite of Dr. Johnſon.” 


J am again your petitioner, in behalf of that great 
Cham * of literature, Samuel Johnſon. His black ſer- 


vant, whoſe name is Francis Barber, has been preſſed on 
board the Stag frigate, Captain Angel, and our lexico- 


grapher is in great diſtreſs; he ſays the boy is a fickly 


Jad, of a delicate frame, and particularly ſubjeCt to a ma- 
lady in his throat, which renders him very unfit for his 
Majeſty's ſervice. You know what matter of animoſity 
the ſaid Johnſon has againſt you, and I dare fay you de- 
ſire no other opportunity of reſenting it, than that of lay: 
ing him under an obligation. He was humble enough 
to defire my affiſtance on this occaſion, though he and I 
were never cater-couſins; and I gave him to underſtand, 
that I would make application to my friend Mr. Wilkes, 
who, perhaps, by his intereſt with Dr. Hay and Mr. EI- 
_ hot, might be able to procure the diſcharge of this la- 


quey. It would be ſuperfluous to ſay more on the ſub- 


ject, which I leave to your own conſideration ; but 1 
cannot let flip this opportunity of declaring, that I am, 
with the moſt inviolable eſteem, dear Sir, your affection- 
£ ate obliged humble ſervant,” Kc. 


Mr. Wilkes, whoſe love for men of Big, Wi rakes 7 
ral to him, with the moſt polite liberality, applied to his 


friend Sir George Hay, then one of the Lords Commil- 
ſioners of the Admiralty, and Francis Barber was diſ- 
charged, and returned to Dr. Johnſon's ſervice. 


His connection with the Critical Review, in which for 


: fora time he had done very little, involved him, ſoon after 
the date of the foregoing letter, in a diſpute with Admi- 
ral Knowles, in which the interference of Mr. Wilkes 5 
was not ſo ſucceſsful. : 


A ſecret expedition n Rochfort had been psd 


in 175), under Sir John Mordaunt. The expedition 
failed, and the commander in chief was tried by a gene- 
ral court - martial, for diſobeying his inſtructions, and ac- 
* In the proceedings en the trial, ſome blame 


* © In the firſt edition, this word was printed Chunk. as it appears. in 
one of Mr. Wilkes's Miſcellanies, and I animadverted on Dr. Smollett's 


ignorance, for which let me propitiate the manes of that ingenious and 
_ benevolent gentleman.” Hoſrvell. | 


+ Rae Labs of fs Vol. 1. p. 309. 
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was imputed to Admiral Knowles, and he publithed a 
pamphlet in his own vindication in 1758, entitled“ The 
Conduct of Admiral Knowles on the late Expedition ſet 
in a true light,” 8yo. On this pamphlet, and the cha- 
racter of the Admiral, the writer of the article in the Cri- 
tical Review was ſo particularly and unguardedly ſevere“, 


that Admiral Knowles commenced a proſecution againſt 
the printer; declaring, at the ſame time, that his only 
reaſon for commencing an action was to know the author 
of the offenſive article, and if he proved to be a gentle- 
man, to demand ſatisfaction of another kind. In this af- 
fair Smollett behaved with prudence and ſpirit. Deſirous 
of compriſing the diſpute in an amicable manner, he ap- 
plied to his friend Mr. Wilkes, to interpoſe his good of- 
fices with his opponent, in the following letter, dated Chel- 
ſea, March 24. 1759. % me 2” 5s 


e Ecce iterum Criſpinus—Your generoſity with re- 


ſpect to Johnſon, ſhall be the theme of our applauſe 


and thankſgiving. I ſhall be very proud to find myſelf 


comprehended in your league, offenſive and defenſive; 
nay, I confider myſelf already as a contracting party, 
and have recourſe to the aſſiſtance of my allies. It is 
not, I believe, unknown to you, that Admiral Knowles 


has taken exception at a paragraph in the Critical Re- 


view of laſt May, and commenced a proſecution againſt 


the printer. Now, whatever termination the trial may 


have, we ſhall infallibly be expoſed: to a conſiderable ex- 
pence, and therefore I wiſh to ſee the proſecution quaſh- 
ed. Some gentlemen, who are my friends, have under- 


taken to find out, and talk with thoſe who are ſuppoſed 


to have influence with the ſaid Admiral; may I beg 


the ſame favour gf you and your friends? The trial 


will come on in the beginning of May, and if the affair 


cannot be compromiſed, we intend to kick up a duſt, 
and die hard. In a word, if that fooliſh Admiral has 


any regard to his own character, he will be, quiet, ra- 


ther than provoke farther the reſentment of,” &c. _ 

Admiral Knowles continued inflexible ; the proſecution 
»« As to his character, of them who knew him, they will not ſcruple 
to ſay, he is an admiral without conduct, an engineer without know- 


ledge, an officer withou: reſolution, and a man without veracity,” Cri. 
+7745 Roview, Vol. « . I Ns , 0 ; f n | 


1 
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went on, and ſentence was about to be pronounced againſt 
the printer, when Smollett gallantly ſtood forth, avowed 
himſelf the writer of the ſtrictures in queſtion, and of- 
fered the Admiral any ſatisfaction he might demand.— 
The conſequence was, that a proſecution was immediate- 
ly commenced againſt him, and he was fined one hun- 
dred pounds, and ſentenced to three months impriſon- 
ment in the King's Bench Priſon. His fpirited conduct 
on this occaſion gained him much credit and applauſe. 
While Smollett was in confinement in the King's 
Bench Priſon, his unconquered ſpirit was conſoled for 
the temporary deprivation of liberty by the cordial at- 
tachment of his friends and acquaintance, who viſited 
him very attentively; and his abilities were exerciſed in 
writing his Adventures of Sir Launcelot Greaves, an Eng- 
liſh Don Quixote, in which he deſcribed ſome remarkable 
characters, then his fellow priſoners. This novel, ap- 
parently executed with precipitation, though in many 
parts delightfully written, was firſt printed, in detached 
portions, in the monthly numbers of the Britiſp Magazine, 
or Monthly Repoſitory, for 1760 and 1761, one of thoſe 
publications in which he was induced to engage, that 
promiſed to produce profit rather than praiſe, and after- 
wards publiſhed in 2 vols. 1 2mo, 1762. . 
Sdmollett ſeems to have been aware that his Sir Lat 
. Ges muſt appear to great diſadvantage after the Don 
Quixote of Cervantes, and anticipates the ſtrongeſt objec- 
tion that can be made to the plan of the work, in the 
following dialogue: What!“ ſaid Ferret, addreſſing Sir 
| Launcelet, “ you ſet up for a modern Don Quixote! The 
ſcheme is too ſtale and extravagant; what was an hu- 
morous and well timed fatire in Spain near two hundred 
years ago, will make but a ſorry jeſt, when really acted 
from affectation, at this time of day in England.“ 
Ihe knight, eyeing this cenſor with a look of diſdain, : 
replied i in a ſolemn lofty tone: I am neither an affected 
imitator of Don Quixote, nor, as I truſt in heaven, vitited 
| by that ſpirit of lunacy fo admirably diſplayed in the fic- 
ditious character exhibited by the inimitable Cervantes. 
1 ſce and e objects as they are diſcerned and 


6 Smollett's name was appended to this publication, which commen 
ed in January 1760, in al the advertiſements. | 
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deſcribed by other men. I quarrel with none but the foes 
of virtue and decorum, againſt whom I have declared 
perpetual war, and them I will everywhere attack as the 
natural enemies of mankind; I do purpoſe,” continued 


the knight, eyeing Ferret with a look of ineffable con- 


tempt, * to act as a coadjutor to the law, and even to 
remedy evils which the law cannot reach, to detect fraud 
and treaſon, abaſe inſolence, mortify pride, diſcourage 


| ſlander, diſgrace immodeſty, and ſtigmatize ingratitude.” 


This year the publication of The Modern Part of an 
Univerſal Hiſtory, from the earlieſt account of time; com- 


piled from Original Writers, by the Authors of the Ancient 
Part, undertaken at the expence of the London book- 


ſellers, commenced with the appearance of the firſt, ſe- 
cond, and third volumes, and was completed in 1764, in 
42 vols. 8vo. In the compilation of this great hiſtori- 


cal work, which does honour to our nation, Smollett gave 


his aſſiſtance, and is ſuppoſed, among other articles, to 
have contributed the Hiſfories of France, Italy, and Ger- 


many. The ſeparate' volumes, as they appeared, were 


noticed at conſiderable length in the Critical Review. 
In the year 1761, Smollett publiſhed, in detached num- 
bers, the firſt volume of his Continuation of the Hiftory 


* of England, which was completed in 4 vols. 8vo, in 
1762, and a fifth volume in 1765, which brought down 
the hiſtory to that period. In 1766, it was publiſhed in 
2 vols. gto. It has been afferted, and is generally be- 
Heved, that Smollett fold this work to his printer at a 
price“, which enabled the purchaſer to fell it to Mr. 


Baldwin the bookſeller, on the day the bargain was made, 
at a profit of no leſs than one thouſand pounds. 

In this undertaking, Smollett encountered difficulties 
inſeparable from the hiſtorian who relates preſent tranſ- 
actions. The pencil of genius, drawing from living 
nature, is neceſſarily animated with a fire unfelt by the 
tranſcriber of the hiſtory of remote tranſactions: the 


7 hiſtorian of his own times ſympathizes with the diſtreſs, 


and rejoices in the proſperity of his country, with heart- 
felt emotions, that appear counterfeit ſhould they be ex- 
preſſed by the writer of a future age; but the contemporary 


He is ſaid to have cleared 2000). by his Hiſtory and the Centinuatien. 
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hiſtorian cannot penetrate into the cauſes of diſgrace or 


triumph, nor develope the ſecrets of the cabinet, and the 


motives of faction, upon which time reflects light. Un- 
der this diſadvantage, Smollett, warmed with that gene- 
rous flame which exiſts in the heart of the contemporary 


hiſtorian, has often in this work, in delineating the cha- 


racters of individuals, and the motives of parties, miſtak- 
en the impulſe of feeling for the deciſion of judgment, 


and the bias of perſonal and political attachment, for 


the ardour of genuine patriotiſm. 


While he incurred the reſentment of individuals and 

parties, by the manly freedom with which he charaQter- 
iſed and deſcribed them in the Continuation of his Hiſtory, 
| he convinced his friends, by the liberality of his praiſe, 
_ that his gratitude was at leaſt as warm as any other of his 


paſhons. Among the men of genius who flouriſhed in 


the reign of George II. he mentions Mr. Garrick in the 
following terms ee TY ee 
„ The exhibitions of the ſtage were improved to the 
moſt exquiſite entertainment, by the talents and manage- 
ment of Garrick, who greatly ſurpaſſed all his predeceſ- 
ſors of this, and perhaps every other nation, in his ge- 
nius for acting, in the ſweetneſs and variety of his tones, 
the irreſiſtible magic of his eye, the fire and vivacity of 
his action, the elegance of attitude, and the whole pa- 
tho of 0P0l(ll((m.wm. ⁵ 
Mr. Garrick having expreſſed his ſenſe of this panegy- 
ric, in a letter to Smollett, accompanying a preſent 
of his “ Winter's Tale,” he repeats the public declara- 
tion of his ſentiments in ſtill ſtronger terms, in the fol- 


lowing letter to Mr. Garrick, dated Chelſea, January 27. 


Si On OT OE IN TO ON Re Ä! 
e I this morning received your © Winter's Tale, and 
am agreeably flattered by this mark of your attention. 
What I have ſaid of Mr. Garrick in the Hiffory of Eng- 
land, was, I proteſt, the language of my heart. I ſhall 
rejoice if he thinks I have done him barely juſtice. 1 
am ſure the public will think I have done no more than 
Juſtice. In giving a ſhort ſketch of the liberal arts, I 
could not, with any propriety, forbear mentioning a gen- 


tleman ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by a genius that has no 


| rival. Beſides, 1 thought it was a duty incumbent on 
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me in particular to make a public atonement, in a work 
of e for wrongs done him in a work of fiction. 
% Among the other inconveniencies ariſing from ill 
health, I deeply regret my being diſabled from a perſonal 
cultivation of your good-will, and, the unſpeakable en- 
joyment I ſhould ſometimes derive from your private con- 
verſation, as well as from the public exertion of your ta- 
lents ; but, ſequeſtered as I am from the world of enter- 
tainment, the conſciouſneſs of ſtanding well in your opi- 
nion, will ever afford ſingular ſatisfaction to,” &c. 
In his ſketch of the liberal arts, he proceeds to enume- 
rate the moſt diſtinguiſhed writers in the various branches 
of literature at that period; and makes a public atone- 
ment for wrongs done to Lyttleton and Akenfide, by cer» 
tain alluſions in Peregrine Pickle. E 
-* Towards the end of the reign of George II. and a- 
bout the beginning of that of his preſent Majeſty, he 
obſerves, © genius and writing ſpontaneouſly aroſe, and 
though negleCted by the great, flouriſhed under the cul- 
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ture of a public which had pretenſions to taſte, and piqued | 


itſelf in —— literary merit. Mkenfide and Arm- 
ſtrong excelled in didaQtic poetry. Candidates for litera- 


ry fame appeared in the higher ſpheres of life, embelliſhed 
by the nervous ſtyle and extenſive erudition of a Corke, 


by the delicate taſte,' the poliſhed muſe, and tender feel- 5 


J vn ings of a Lyttleton 9. 


He mentions others with the happieſt diſcrimination 


of their merits, particularly Robertſon, Hume, and John- 
ſon, with whom he had always been upon a friendly 
flooting, and gives his ſuffrage to the great talents of 
one who purſued the ſame line with 
learned and elegant Robertſon, and above all, the in- 
genious, penetrating, and comprehenſive Hume, whom 
woe rank with the firſt writers of the age, both as 
an hiſtorian and philoſopher. Johnſon, inferior to none 
im philoſophy, philology, poetry, and claſſical learning, 
ſtands foremoſt as an eflayiſt, juſtly admired for the 
dignity, ſtrength, and variety of his ſtyle, as well as for 
the agreeable manner in which he inveſtigates. the hu- 
man heart, tracing every intereſting emotion, and open- 
ing all the ſources of morality. The genius of Cervantes 


imfſelf—* The 


* Stnollett wrote a Burleſque Od: on Lord Lyttleton's excellent * NMH. 
on the death of his lady, printed among his poems. 
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Ivins THE LIFE Of SMOLLETT. 


was transfuſed into the novels of Fielding, who painted 


the characters, and ridiculed the follies of life, with equal 
ſtrength, humour, and propriety.” 


On the publication of The Roſciad,” in 1761, with- 
out the name of the author, the writer of that article in 


the Critical Review pronounced an unfavourable judg- 
ment of the performance, and dropped an inſinuation, 


that Mr. Colman and Mr. Lloyd were concerned in writ- 


ing it; a hint founded on miſinformation. Mr. Colman 


and Mr. Lloyd took the alarm, and ſolemnly denied the 


charge in the public papers. Churchill ſet his name to 
the ſecond edition, and ſuſpecting Smollett to be the 
writer of the offenſive article in the Review, retahated 


with great TEM « in the " * Apology to "the Critical Re- 
_ viewers.” 


Whekei could ariſe this dighty s critic e ſpleen, . 
The Muſe a trifler, and her theme ſo mean? 
What had 1 done, that angry heav'n ſhould ſend 
The bittereſt foe where moſt I wiſh'd a friend? 
Oft hath my tongue been wanton at thy name, 
And hail'd the honours of thy matchleſs fame. 
For me let hoary Fielding bite the ground, | 
So nobler Pickle ſtand ſuperbly bound. 
From Livy's temples tear th' hiſtoric crown, i ' 
Which, with more juſtice, blooms upon thine own, "1g 5 


It appears, however, Churchill was miſtaken in 11. 


ſuſpicion 5 for Smollett, hearing that Mr. Colman had 
_ alſo accuſed him of having made an attack on his moral 
character in the Critical Review, exculpated himſelf from 
the charge, in the following letter to Mr. Garrick, dated 
1 Chelſea, April 5. 1761. oy 


c Eſee Mr. Colman has tien . at the eines in 


5 che Critical Review which treats of the © Roſciad,” and 
I underſtand he ſuſpected me to be the author of that 
article. Had he aſked me the queſtion, I ſhould have 
138 freely told him IJ was not the author of the offenſive ar- 
ticle, and readily contributed to any decent ſcheme _ 
which might have been propoſed for his ſatisfa&tion : 
But as he has appealed to the public, I ſhall leave him 
and the real author to ſettle the affair between them- _ 
ſelves, and content myſelf with declaring to you, an 
that upon my honour, that I did not write one word of 
the article . the * Noſtiad, and that I have no il. 


THE LIFE OF SMOLLETT. Ixix 


will nor envy to Mr. Colman, whom I have always re- 
ſpected as a man of genius, and whoſe genius I ſhall al- 
ways be ready and pleaſed to acknowledge either in pri- 
vate or in public. I envy no man of merit; and I can 
ſafely ſay I do not even repine at the ſucceſs of thoſe who 
have no merit. I am old enough to have ſeen and ob- 
ſerved that we are all play-things of fortune, and that 
it depends upon ſomething as inſignificant and precarious 
as the toſſing up of a haltpenny, whether a man riſes to 
affluence and honours, or continues to his dying day 
{ſtruggling with the difficulties and diſgraces of life, 1 
defire to live quietly with all mankind, and, if poſſible, 
to be upon good terms with all thoſe who have diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their merit. I muſt own, that if 
J had examined the article upon the Roſciad” before 
it was ſent to the preſs, I ſhould have put my negative 

upon ſome expreſſions in it, though I cannot ſee in it 
any reflection to the prejudice of Mr. Colman's moral 
character; but I have been fo hurried fince my enlarge- 
ment, that I had not time to write one article in the 
Critical Review, except that upon Bower's Hiſtory, and 


perhaps I ſhall not write another theſe fix months. 


That hurry, and a bad ſtate of health, have prevented me 
from returning in perſon the viſit you favoured me with 
in the King's Bench. I beg you will accept this letter 


in lieu of it, and believe me that no man reſpects Mr. 


Garrick more than he is reſpected by his obliged humble | 


— 1 
N : a 8 L £5 4 ; 
ſervant, &c. 
* 4 


In the year 1562, Mr. Wilkes, who had been returned 
member for Ayleſbury in the parliament which aſſembled 


LNo vember 3. 1761, and entered on that career in politics 
which he afterwards purſued with ſo much turbulence, 
and at laſt terminated with ſo much ſucceſs, publiſhed, 
without his name, © Obſervations on the Papers relative 
to the Rupture with Spain, laid before both Houſes of 
Parliament, in a Letter from a Member of Parliament to 


a Friend in the country,” 8vo. ; a copy of which he pre- 


ſented, in the confidence of friendſhip, to Smollett, who, 

nn the following letter to him, dated Chelſea, March 28. 
1762, expreſſes, with deference, a diſapprobation of his 
XX political opinions. VVV 
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My warmeſt regard, affection and attachment, you 
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have TO ago ſecured. My ſecrecy you may depend 


upon. When I preſume to differ from you, in any 
point of opinion, I ſhall always do it with diffidence and 
deference. 1 have been ill theſe three months, but hope 
Toon to be in a condition to pay my reſpects to Mr. 
Wilkes in perſon. Meanwhile, I muſt beg leave to 
trouble him with another packet, which he will be ſo 
good as to correct at his jeifare, 


to enjoy his happy flow of ſpirits, and proceed through 


life with a flowing fail of proſperity, is the with, and the | 


hope, and the confident expectation of,” & c. 
The commencement of the reign of his preſent Majeſty 


| had been attended with the introduction of the Earl of 
Bute to the miniſtry ; and on the 29th of May 1762, he 
was appointed Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, and 
aſſumed the management of public affairs. The ſudden 
advancement of this nobleman, a native of North Britain, 
and a tory, without any apparent experience in public 
buſineſs, over thoſe who had held the principal offices 
under government during the greater part of the reigns 
of the two preceding kings, rendered him an object of | 
national jealouſy, ſuſpicion, and averſion. 1 


The new miniſter, happy in the ſmiles of his reredph, 


; whom he had cultivated from his cradle, but without poſ- 

ſeſſing the confidence of the people, found it neceſſary to 

_ employ ſome able writers to reconcile the public to his 
elevation, and to defend the meaſures of his adminiſtra- 

tion. Among others, Smollett was prevailed upon to 
palliate the ſteps which had led to his advancement, and 
to defend the unpopular meaſures that had attended his 
elevation; and, on the day of his patron's promotion, he 
= publiſhed the firſt number of a . 3 1 entitled 5 

The Briton. © 
Soon after the deen of The Brides: Mr. Wilkes, 
who afterwards rendered himſelf conſpicuouſly uſeful by his 
en on the other fide, happened to be in a company where 


That he may continue 


was aſſerted that Lord Bute had engaged Smollett to 2 


1 — that paper, on which he obſerved, « After hav- _ 
ing diſtributed among his adherents all the places under 


government, his Lordfhi p is determined to monopolize : 


the wit alſo 9.” 


E Moore's Life of Smollet. 


i BN 


_— 4 
* P ' 9 „ 


appeared the 5th of June 1962 *. 


| peared again 
tam 


True Briton,” written by the Duke of Wharton, « The Craftſman,” 
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To encounter The Briton, it was propoſed that Mr. 
Wilkes ſhould publiſh a paper, to be called“ The Eng- 
liſhman.” He agreed to the propoſal, except that he did 
not adopt the title recommended, but choſe another, 
that of The North Briton,” the firſt number of which 
In ability to wield the weapons of political altercation, 
Mr. Wilkes ſoon ſhowed a manifeſt advantage over Smol- 


lett; and, at laſt, by the force of elegant inveCtive, popular 


argument, and concomitant perſonal abuſe, extended to 
the whole of the Scottiſh nation, completely defeated his 
opponent, and diſſolved the connection which had previ- 


ouſly ſubliſted between him and Smollett, Dr. Armſtrong, 
and other individuals of that country” . 

Te Briton, the ſuſpicious vehicle of praiſe undeſerved, 
and miſplaced panegyric, was laid down on the 12th of 


February 1763; and on the 8th of April following, the 


nobleman, in whoſe defence it was undertaken, finding 
the ſtream of popular diſcontent, and party violence, too 


ſtrong to be reſiſted, reſigned his place of Firſt Commiſ- 


ſioner of the Treaſury, which had excited ſo much envy 
and clamour, and ſpent the remainder of his life in retire- 
ment. Whatever his deſerts may be, it is certain the 
tribute of public applauſe was never paid to his merits. 
Although the zeal which Smollett diſplayed, in the 
| progreſs of The Briton, was not, like that of his opponent, 
aſſumed from political motives, but generous and ſincere, 
and directed againſt ſuch an inundation of inveRive and 


abuſe as has not been exceeded by any thing which later 
times have witneſſed, yet this periodical publication was 


not ſo favourably received by the public as his former 
= writings had been; and he had reaſon, Dr. Moore jultly 


Ihe famous “ North Briton” was followed on the roth of June by 
a weckly paper on the other fide, entitled “ The Auditor,” conducted 
by Mr. aſus Nr « Miſt's Journal”* was the firſt party paper that ap- 

the government, after the acceſſion of the preſent royal 
ily. It was followed by © Fog's Journal,” Common Senſe,” „The 


conducted by Mr. Amhurſt, « Old England, or Jeffery Broadbottom's 
— coniucted by Mr. Guthrie and Mr. Ralph, «The Remem- 
rancer,” conducted by Mr. Ralph, The Teſt,“ and „The Conteſt,” 
&c, © The North Briton,” like moſt of its predeceſſors, had properly 
= national objet of offence, an indiſpenſible requiſite in an oppoſitier: 
„ / or a RI Rove VVV 
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obſerves, to regret that he ever became a party writer, 


by which he loſt ſome of his old friends, and acquired 


but very cold-hearted new ones in their ſtead. 


When Lord Bute ſeceded from the oſtenſible tuation 
of a miniſter, leaving his ſucceſſors the puniſhment of his 
opponents, Smollett appears to have experienced unmerit- 


ed neglect from that nobleman, who had, in many in- 


ſtances, been found a generous patron of men of inferior 
Wee and ability. 

In the year 1763, Smollett ie N name : to ap- 
pear, in conjunction with that of Dr. Francklin and others, 


do a tranſlation, undertaken at the expence of Mr. New- 
bery, of the Works of M. De Voltaire, with notes hiſto- 


rical and critical, in 27 vols. 12mo, to which, it is moſt 


probable, he gave but little aſſiſtancde. 
His name alſo appears to a popular capipilation, pub- 


iſhed about this time, entitled, The Preſent State of All 


Nations, containing a Geo e Natural, Commercial, 


and Political | Hiſtory of all the Countries of the known 


Ferld, in 8 vols. 8vo; but little of it, it is probable, was 


done by his own. hand. A ſecond edition of this 1 
was printed in 1768. 


At this time Smollett 51 the e ee to ſuffer — 


heavieſt of all calamities in the loſs of his only child, a 
daughter, named Elizabeth, of amiable diſpoſitions, and ; 
elegant accompliſhments, the ſolace of his cares, and the 


object of his fondeſt affections and faireſt hopes, who 


died in the 1 5th your: of her age, and left him quite. in 
conſolable. 


This Sale calamity, which le a ans Ea 1 


fon upon his mind, his own ill health, impaired by 


a ſedentary life, and aſſiduous application to ſtudy, the 
earneſt requeſt of his wife, with the neglect of his pa- 


tron, and the uncomfortable ſtate of public affairs, de- 
: — him to leave England, and ſpend ſome time in 


a foreign country and milder climate. Accordingly, in 


June 1763, he went abroad, and continued i in France anc . 
Italy about two years. = 


Soon after his return in 1766, bd publiſhed his Trends 


_ through France and Italy, containing Obſervations on Chas 


racter, Cufloms, Religion, Government, Police, Commerce, 
Arts and Antiquities, v a particular Dyſe 8 of the 


THE LIFE OF SMOLLETT. Ixxiii 


Town, Territory, and Climate of Nice ; to which is added, 
a Regiſter of the Weather, kept during a Reſidence of Eigh. 
teen Months in that City; in 2 vols. 8vo, in the form of 
letters to his friends in England, from different parts of 
thoſe countries. In the firſt letter he deſcribes the ſtate 
of his own mind, and the motives that induced him to 
leave England, in theſe words: 
© In gratifying your curioſity, I ſhall find ſome amule- 
ment to beguile the tedious hours, which, without ſome 
employment, would be rendered inſupportable by diſ- 
temper and diſquiet. Me Forced 05G, 
Lou knew, and pitied my ſituation ; traduced by 
malice, perſecuted by faction, and overwhelmed by the 
ſenſe of a domeſtic calamity, which it was not in the 
f = | power of fortune to repair. "WET 8 J Sp 4 7 48-044 hg I | 
ub: My wife carneſtly begged I would convey her from 
All _*X Aa country where every object ſerved to nouriſh her grief. 
cial, l was in hopes that a ſucceſſion of new ſcenes would en- 
own. ; gage her attention, and gradually call off her mind from 
was a2 ſeries of painful reflections ; and I imagined the change 
vork of air, and a journey of near a thouſand miles, would 
. MF have a happy effect upon my own conſtitution.” — 
the XX in the courſe of his travels, Smollett ſeems to have la- 
d, a boured under a conſtant fit of ill-humour ; and his let- 
and ters afford a melancholy proof of the influence of bodily 
1 the pain over the beſt diſpofitton. n 
In deſcribing certain objects in Italy, viewed through 
the medium of diſappointment and indignation, he deli» 
© berately hazarded the following remarks, which expoſed | 
XX him to the reprehenſion of the connoifſeurs — 
With reſpect to the famous Venus Pontia, com- 
g monly called de Medicis, I believe I ought to be entirely 
XX bvlent, or at leaſt conceal my real ſentiments, which will 
75 otherwiſe appear equally abſurd and preſumptuous. It. 
q muſt. be want of taſte that prevents my feeling that en- 
= thuſaſtic admiration with which others are inſpired at 
© fight of this ſtatue. I cannot help thinking there is no 


beauty in the features of Venus, and that the attitude = 


„„ BREA es 
Travels awkward and out of character“. “ 


Cha. l was much diſappointed at fight of the Pantheon, 


ce, e e 
1, Leier XXVIL 
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which, after all that has been ſaid of i it, looks like a huge : 
cock-pit open at the top 
Ihe cynical ſtyle of the letters drew upon Smollett alſo 
the following ſevere cenſure, which he probably felt more 
_ ſenſibly, from the lively, ſarcaſtic pen of Sterne. 
c The learned Smelfungus travelled from Boulogne to 
Paris from Paris to Rome—and ſo on—but he ſet out 
with the ſpleen and jaundice, and every object he paſſed 
by was dif ene. and diſtorted.— He wrote an account 
of them, but it was nothing but an account of his miſer- 
able feelings I met Smelfungus in the grand portico of 
the Pantheon—he was juſt coming out of it—* It is no- 
thing but a huge cock-pit, ſaid he,“ I wiſh you had 
ſaid nothing worfe of the Venus Medicis,” replied L,— 
for in paſſing through Florence, I had heard he had fal- 
len foul upon the goddeſs, and uſed her worſe than a 
common ſtrumpet, without the leaſt provocation in na- | 
ture. I popped upon Smelfungus again at Turin, in his 
return home, and a fad tale of ſorrowful adventures ge 
| had to tell, wherein he ſpoke of moving accidents by 
flood and held; and of the cannibals which each other 
eat: the Anthropophagi—He had been flayed alive, and 
bedeviled, and worſe uſed than St. Bartholomew, at every 
ſtage he had come at—* PI tell it,” laid Smelfungus, =_ 
4 to the world.“. You had better tell it, 'faid I, 8 * _ 
7 your phyſician +. _ 
Although Sterne d as hs Far road 1 more 
cheerily than Smollett, and never allowed diſeaſe to © tinge 
the objects which came in his way, either with ſable 
or fickly green ,“ yet Smollett feared Death, (when 
at his heels,” as little as this © fellow of infinite jeſt 6”. 
and met him at laſt, no diſtant date, with as much * 
4 pure as fun. 4 man ever reſignd 1 
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5 Soon he the publication of his 7. BOOTY at a time 
| when he felt his ſtrength declining, and his mind depreſ- 
| fed with ow, he ſet out on a "ney? to his -native 


* POT: XXXI. 
T Sentimental 3 vol. . 


+ Triftram Shandy, Vol. vin 5 Shakeſpeare, || Gray. 
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country; a journey probably undertaken from a ſenſe of 
his approaching diſſolution, and a deſire of ſeeing his mo- 
ther and his other relations, before he ſhould be ſeparat- 
ed from them for ever, rather than from any ſanguine 
hope that air and exerciſe would reſtore his former health 
and ſpirits. 5 e 5 


Ae arrived at Edinburgh about the beginning of June 
1766, Al 
retained, at an advanced age, a ſtrong underſtanding, 


aving paſſed ſome time with his mother, who 


and uncommon ſhare of humour, and whom he loved 
with all the warmth of filial affection, he proceeded with 


his ſiſter Mrs. Telfer, and his nephew, a young officer 
in the army, to Glaſgow; from whence, after * had 
made a ſhort ſtay, they went, accompanied by Dr. 
to Cameron, the reſidence of his couſin, Mr. Smollett of 
Bondill, on the banks of Lochlomond. 6 
During the time of his ſtay in Scotland, Dr. Moore 
informs us, he was greatly tormented with rheumatic 


loore, 


pains 3 and he was afflicted beſides with an ulcer on his - 
arm, which had been neglected on its firſt appearance, 


1 and afterwards reſiſted every attempt to heal it. Theſe : 
| diſorders confined him much to his chamber, but did not 
prevent his converſation from being highly entertaining, 


when the miſery of which they were productive, permit- 
ted him to affociate with his friends ® 


He left Scotland about the latter end of Auguſt, with- 


out any alleviation of his complaints, and proceeded di- 
realy to Bath, with a pleafin / 
of the affectionate attention which had been ſhown him 
by his relations, acquaintance, and countrymen in gene- 
ral, of whom he had taken a laſt farewell 
| He ſpent the winter in Bath; for ſome months, with 

an aggravation and increaſe of his complaints; but in the 

beginning of the year 1967, his health and ſpirits were 


impreſſion on his mind 


ſurpriſingly reſtored, as appears by the following letter to 
Dr. Moore, dated Bath, February 8. 1767, which is tranſ- 


cribed here, becauſe the account he gives of his caſe is 
curious in itſelf, and alſo becauſe the firſt paragraph 
_ affords an inſtance of that benevolent and friendly in- 
tereſt he took in the unfortunate, which is one of the 


leading features of his character. 
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c«T] have been for ſome weeks reſolved to write you 


an. account of my health, about which I know your 
friendly ſolicitude; but what haſtens the execution of 
my purpoſe, is a jetter I received laſt poſt from Commiſ- 
ſary Smollett, deſiring me to recommend a poor relation 
of ours to your countenance and protection. Her name 
is Mrs. - „ ſiſter to . This unfortunate gen- 


tlewoman 1 ——, who had a ſmall eſtate in the 
Highlands, which having ſquandered away, he made his 


retreat to Jamaica, leaving his wife deſtitute, with a child 
upon her hands. In this emergency, ſhe had virtue 
enough to ſtudy midwifery under Dr. Young at Edin- 


burgh, who, I am told, has given ample teſtimony of her 


capacity; and ſhe is repreſented to me as a perſon of 


unblemiſhed character. She has it ſeems reſolved to ſettle 


at Glaſgow, and there exerciſe her profeſſion. I need 


ſay no more, knowing, as I do, that you will have a pro- 


per regard to the intereſt I take in her concerns; and 
that if you find her properly qualified, you will encourage 
her as much as your own views and connections may 
permit. So much for Mrs. - Now for Dr. Smol- 


lett.—You muſt remember Fo 1 way in which 1 
was at parting from you in Auguſt laſt; at my return to 


Bath, J caught a cold, in conſequence of which my rheu- 


- matic pains retired, 3 the diſorder in my breaſt recur- 


red, namely, an orthopncea, with an ugly cough and ſpit- 


© ting, excluſive of a {low fever, from which I had never 
been free. But theſe ſymptoms gave me little diſturb- 
ance, in compariſon with the ulcer on my fore arm, which 


continued to ſpread until it occupied the whole ſpace from, 


about three inches above the writ to the ball of the thumb, 
ſo that I was entirely deprived of the uſe of my right . 
hand, and the inflammation and pain daily increaſed. In 


the beginning of November, it was ſuppoſed to be can- 


cerous; at that period I could not fleep without an opiate, 
my fever became continual, my appetite failed, and the *' 
rheumatiſm again invaded-me from the neck to the heel. 


In a word, I deſpaired of ever ſeeing the end of winter; 
and every night when I went to bed, fervently wiſhed 


that I might be dead before morning. In this uncomfort- 


able ſituation, I conſulted with Meſſrs. Middleton and 


Sharp, the two moſt eminent ſurgeons | in England, who | 
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THE LIFE OF SMOLLETT. IxXxvii 
were then, and are ſtill, at Bath. I had my hand dreſſed 
before them, and propoſed a courſe for the cure, which 
they approved. I forthwith began to dreſs the fore with 
double mercurial ointment made without turpentine. I 
took a doſe of Van Swieten's ſolution of corroſive ſfubli- 
mate every morning, and drank a quart of ſtrong decoc- 

tion ſarſæ every day. On the ſecond day of this regi- 


men, the matter was much mended, and the pain conſi- 
derably abated. In one week I was quite free of the 


fever and rheumatiſm, and 'my appetite returned in full 
perfection. In ten days I left off taking the ſublimate, 


for by this time the ulcer was almoſt cloſed, and, in ano- 


ther week, ſkinned over. It continues ſtill hard and 
ſcaly ; but the cicatrix ſeems quite firm, and I can now 


uſe my hand almoſt as well as ever. I till drink the de- 
coction, and never ſtirred out of my houſe till yeſterday, 


when I ventured out in a chair, and got a curſed cold, 


| which I find will produce an ugly fit of the aſthma ; this, 
| however, I will bear without repining. In a word, my 


cure is looked upon as ſomething ſupernatural; and I 
muſt own that I now find myſelf better in health and 


| ſpirits than I have been at any time theſe ſeven years. 
Had I been as well in ſummer, I ſhould have exquiſitely 


enjoyed my expedition to Scotland, which was productive 


of nothing to me but miſery and diſguſt. Between 
friends I am now convinced that 
meaſure affected; for I had a kind of coma vigil upon 
me from April to November without intermiſhon. In 
conſideration of theſe circumſtances, I know you will for- 
give all my peeviſhneſs and diſcontent, and tell good Mrs. 
Moore, to whom I preſent my moſt cordial reſpects, that, 
with regard to me, ſhe has as yet ſeen nothing but the 
wrong fide of the tapeſtry. Pray remember me kindly to 

| _ brother-in-law Mr. Simſon, Drs. Stevenſon and 

Douglas, to honeſt Robin Urie, and all my Glaſgow 
friends. Write to me with your firſt convenience, di- 
recting to Dr. Smollett, Gay-ſtreet, Bath; and believe 
me, with the warmeſt affection and eſteem, &.. 
During this interval of convaleſcence, Smollett again 


my brain was in ſome 


entered the thorny paths of political diſcuſſion, and in 


; 1769, publiſned his Hiſtory and Adventures of 4171 Atem, 88 
uin 2 vols. 12mo, a work of a different nature from any 
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of his other performances, being a political romance, ſupa 
poſed to be written in 1748, exhibiting, under Japaneſe 
names, the characters and conduct of the leaders of party 
in Great Britain, from the commencement of the Frenc 


war in 1754, to the diſſolution of Lord Chatham's admini- 
In this work he found reaſon for 


{tration in 1767-8. 
altering his opinion of Lord Bute, the theme of his for- 
mer panegyric, as he did, in the Continuation of his 


_ Hiſtory, for changing his ſentiments with regard to Mr. 
Pitt, a ſervant given by the people to the king. 
| Soon after the publication of this work, his complaints 


recurred with violence, and his friends, Dr. Armſtrong, 


Dr. Hunter, and Dr. Dickſon, adviſed him to try again 
the influence of the Italian climate; but his circum» 


| ſtances not wg deemed adequate to the expence of the 
journey, and of his remaining free from all care but what 


concerned his health, application was made to obtain for 
horn. 
This application, prompted by the anxiety of his friends 
to preſerve his health, was unſucceſsful, becauſe he was 
not the panegyriſt of men in power, and becauſe he 
could not ſtoop to practiſe the degrading arts of ſoli- 


him the office of conſul at Nice, Naples or 


citation. 


The negle& which Smollett experienced, on this oo- 
caſion, from thoſe perſons to whom he had rendered 
himſelf uſeful by his pen, aggravated his mental ſuf. 
ferings, already too great, for his delicate frame to 
bear; but he had pleaſure, Dr. Moore juſtly obſerves, in 
the reflection that he never had deigned to ſolicit the 
protection which ought to have come ſpontaneouſly. The 
time was now at hand when that reſſection probably af- 
forded him more ſatisfaction, and his want of riches leſs 
concern than ever. No man feels remorſe on his death- 
bed from the thought of dying poor. Many have felt it, 
in a fearful degree, from the thought of dying rich f 
lee ſet out for Italy, however, early in the year 1970, 
1 debility; 
and after reſiding a ſhort time at Leghorn, he retired to 


with a conſtitution reduced to the laſt ſtate o 


| _ *® Moſt of the reflections which gained credit to that ſeaſonable pam- 
- Phlet againſt continental connections, entitled, Conſiderations on the 
German War,” may be found difſeminated with a liberal hand through 

every part of Smollett's Continuation. J ͤ errk rol | 
+ Moore's Lite of Smollett. | 
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| Monte Novo, a moſt romantic and ſalutary ſituation in 


the neighbourhood, as appears by the following letter to 
his ingenious friend Caleb Whiteford, Eſq. dated Monte 
Novo, May 18. 1970 “. Is 

Lou could not have made me a more agreeable pre- 
ſent than the papers I received by the hands of our good 
friend Dr. Armſtrong. Some of the pieces I had read 
with great pleaſure in one of your evening papers; but 


my own ſatisfaction is much increaſed by knowing you 


are the author; for without flattery, I really think theſe 


_ fourteen letters contain more ſenſe, ſpirit, wit and hu- 
mour, than all I have as yet ſeen written on the other 


fide of the queſtion ; and I am fully perſuaded, that if 
you had two or three coadjutors of equal talents, to play 
to one another's hands, and keep up the ball of argu- 
ment and ridicule, you would actually, at the long-run, 
either ſhame or laugh the people out of their abſurd in- 
fatuation. Your ideas of characters and things ſo exact- 
ly tally with mine, that I cannot help flattering myſelf 
ſo far as to imagine, I ſhould have expreſſed my ſenti- 


ments in the ſame manner on the ſame ſubjects, had I 
been diſpoſed to make them public; ſuppoſing ſtill that 
my ability correſponded: with my ambition. of 1 


] hope you will not diſc6ntinue your endeavours to re- 
preſent faction and falſe patriotiſm in their true colours, 
though I believe the miniſtry little deſerves that any man 


of genius ſhould draw his pen in their defence. They 


ſeem to inherit the abſurd ſtoiciſm of Lord Bute, who 


ſet himſelf up a8 a pillory to be pelted by all the black | 
guards of England, upon the ſuppoſition that they would 


grow tired and leave off. I don't find that your miniſters 
take any pains even to vindicate their moral characters 
from the fouleſt imputation : I would never deſire a 
{tronger proof of a bad heart than a total diſregard of re- 
putation. A late nobleman, who had been a member of 
ſeveral . adminiſtrations, owned to me, that one good 
writer was of more importance to the government than 


“I do not know when I ſhall have an opportunity of 


nranſmitting the papers to Mr. Udney, neither do I know 
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in what part of Italy he reſides. I ſhould have ſent them 


by Dr. Armſtrong to Rome, had I read your letter be- 
fore he ſet out; but as he ſtayed at Leghorn only to dine 
with me, I did not open your packet till he was gone; 
however, I ſhall not fail to comply with your directions 


as ſoon as poſſible. I am at preſent ruſticated on the fide 
of a mountain that overlooks the ſea, in the neighbour- 
hood of Leghorn, a moſt romantic and ſalutary ſituation, 


where I ſhould be happy in receiving another ſuch mark 
of your charity and good-will ; and if there 1s any thing 


in Tuſcany that you defire, I beg you will without cere- 


mony put it in my power to oblige you. Pray, who is 


Old Sly-boots ? Is not Funus ſuppoſed to be Burke ? What 


is become of Mrs. Macaulay ? They ſay ſhe has been 


obliged to retire ; for what reaſon I know not. Do, pray, 
throw away half an hour in giving me the political anec- 


dote of the times, and direct 4 Men. eur Monſieur Smol- 


leit, chez Monſieur Renner negotiant @ Livourne. In the 
mean time, wiſhing you every comfort and conſolation 
that this raſcally age affords, i am, with ow affection 


and eſteem,” &. 


While he reſided in Italy, he publiſhed, in 1991, his Ex- 
pedclition of Humphry Clinker, in 3 vols. I 2mo, arranged in 
the form of — in which, under the character of Mat- 
theo Bramble, whimſically fretful and miſanthropic, he 
repreſented truly and humorouſly his own, and inſerted the 


obſervations he made on reviſiting his native country, 
and the ſcenes of infancy, and his highly poetical Od: 
10 Leven Water, This novel was read with general ap- 
| probation on its firſt appearance, and is ſtill conſidered, 


by many, as the moſt entertaining and 2 of all = 


his works. 
This was the laſt publication Smollett gave to the 
world. 8 

He lingered dirough the ſummer, ring which his 


| ſtrength ſunk gradually, but he retained his lively hu- 


mour, fortitude and compoſure, as well as the full uſe of 


his faculties, to the laſt, and died at his houſe in the 
neighbourhood of Leghorn on the 21ſt or Oeder 17775 


in the 51ſt year of his age. 


Soon after his death, a plain monument was ted | 


to his memory v7 his wife, with the following inſcription, 


2 

2 
RT 
HER 2 
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written by Dr. Armſtrong, his moſt intimate friend, in a 
{train of energetic elegance, affectionate ſorrow, and man- 
ly indignation: %% Ad adi woes. 3 
We WE Hic offa conduntur _ 
| Tozix SMOLLETT, Scotl; _ 
Qui, proſapia generoſa et antiqua natus, 
Priſcæ virtutis exemplar emicuit; 
Aſpectu ingenuo, 
ES Corpore valido, 
* _ __  Pectore animoſo, 
Indole apprime benign, 
Et fere ſupra facultates munificis, 
e eee ene , 5 
Ingenio feraci, faceto, verſatili. 
Omnigenæ fere dictrinæ mire capaci, 
Varia fabularum dulcedine 
Vitam moreſque hominum, 
75 Ubertate ſumma ludens, depinxit. 
Adverſo, interim, neſas! tali tantoque alumno, 
Niſi quo ſatyræ opipare ſupplebat, 
SGeculo impio, ignavo, fatuo, 
5 Quo muſz vix niſi nothæ 
Mecxænatulis Britannicis 
| oeh fs 5 5 
GC f OLE oi — 
Optimi et amabilis omnino viri, 
Permultis amicis deſiderati, 
e eee, 1 
Dilectiſſima ſimul et 8 conjun 


: 8 Sacravit. x 


Tranſlation. 
Reſt the remains | | 
FF 
_ToBlas SMOLLETT, 
A North Briton, 


\ 


. JJ | 
From an ancient and reſpectable family,  _ ; 
85 Shone forth an example % = 
Ol the virtue of former times. 
Of an ingenuous countenance, 
. And manly make. | d 
With a breaſt animated by the juſteſt ſpirit, 
le was eminently diſtinguiſhed 
For great benevolence of temper, 
And a generoſity even above his fortune. 
His wit had every character 
| Of fertile inventiveneſs, _ 
e picalinery, 
DOPl flexibility to every ſubjet, - 
From his aptneſs and wonderful capacity 
3 For every kind of learning. 
Vol. J. 8 F 
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at that time, nor at any future period, ever mentioned this Engliſh in 
ſeription to his friend and neighbour Mr. Ramſay of Ochtertyre. 
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I ̃y be exerciſe of theſe talents 
Produced a variety of pleaſing fiftions, 
In Which | 
With great exuberance of fancy, 
| And true humour, 
He laughed at, and deſcribed - 
The lives and manners of men: 
Pet While, 185 
(Shameful to relate!) 
This genius, 5 
This honour to his country, 
MMet with nothing . 
In theſe abandoned, worthleſs, inſipid times, 
But what was unfavourable to him, 
3 Except indeed | 
Their abundance of ſupply to his pen 
Ok matter of ſatire: ONT, 
Times! 
| In which 1 
Hardly any literary merit, 
But ſuch as was in the moſt falſe or futile taſte, 
Received any-encouragement 
From the paltry mock Mecænaſes of Britain. 
e In honour to the memorx 
Of this moſt worthy and amiable 
Member of ſociety, 
_ Sincerely regretted by many friends, 

I This monument . 
Was, by his much beloved and affectionate wife, 
Dutifully and deſerved x 

| Conſecratec. 


In the year 1974, 2 round column of the Tuſcan order, 


with an urn on its entablature, was erected to Smollett's 

memory on the banks of the Leven, near the houſe in which 
he was born, by his couſin, James Smollett, Eſq. of Bon- 
hill, with the 10 | 

written partly by Profeſſor George Stuart of Edinburgh, 
and partly by John Ramſay, Efq. of Ochtertyre and Dr. 
Johnſon. The firſt four lines were adopted from an in- 


ollowing neryous and claſſical inſcription, 


ſcription, written at the requeſt of Lord Kames*, by Mr. 


ey | in autumn 1773 3 the lines printed in Italics 
were furniſhed by Dr. Johnſon, at the requeſt of Mr. 


Lord Kames himſelf, Dr. Moore informs us, wrote an inſcription 


in Engliſh for this pillar, of which the late Lieutenant-Colonel Smollett 


ſhewed him a copy, but the Latin one was preferred. Though the fact 
ſeems to be indiſputable, yet it is remarkable, that Lord Kames, neither 


ler, 


ts 


nch 


on- 


ion, 


in- 


alics- 
Mr. 
utter 


ption 
ollett 
fact 
either 
h in. 
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end of the autumn of that year, on his return from the 
Weſtern Iflands; the remainder is the production of 
Profeſſor Stuart. The inſcription, it is probable, re- 


ceived its form and arrangement, at that time, from the 
nterpoſition of Ih a s advice. 


[Siſte viator ! ! 
81 leporis gkl e venam benignam, 
Si morum calli liihmum 5 
Unquam es miratus, ] 
Immorare paululum memoriæ 
' TOBIA SMOLLETT, M. D. 
Viri virtutibus hiſce | 
: 5 in bomine et cive 
t laudes et imiteris, 
Haud mediocriter ornati: 
Qui in literis variis verſatus, 
m felicitate ſibi propria; 
Seſe poſteris commendaverat, 
Morte acerba raptus 
Anno ætatis 51 
Ehen! quam procul a patria ! 
| Prope Liburni portum in alia, 
Jacet ſe epultus. | 
Tali tantogue viro, patrueli 4. 
Cui in decurſu Lampada 
Se potius tradidiſſe decuit, 
Hanc Columnam, 
" dmorie, eben / inane monumentum 
Jn ii Levina ripi, | 
Nr verſiculis ſub exitu vitæ illuſtratas, 7 
Primis infans vagitibus perſonuit, 
| Ponendam curavit | 
TE ar SMOLLETT de Bonhill, 
Abi et reminiſcere, 
Hoc quidem honore, 
Non modo defuncti memoriæ, 
Verum etiam exemplo, proſpectum eſſe; 
Aliis enim, fi modo digni ſint, 
Idem erit virtutis præmium: 3 


Tranſlation. 


Stay, traveller ! . 
if elegance of taſte and wit, 
If fertihity of genius, 
| And an unripalled talent „ 
5 bn GN the characters of m Kind, | 
. Have ever attracted thy admirat 
Pauſe a while 
On the memory of Tomas SMOLLET', Me 5 


f ij 
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One more than commonly endued with thoſe virtues, 
| Which, in a man and citizen, 
You would praiſe, or imitate ; 
Who 


Having ſecured the applauſe 
5 . Of poſterity 
By a variety of literary abilities, | 
And a peculiar felicity of compoſition, 
Was, 
By a rapid and cruel diſtemper, 
| Snatched from this world in the 51ſt year of his age. | 
| Far, alas! from his country 
He lies interred near Leghorn, in Italy. 
In teſtimony of his many and great virtues, | 
This empty monument, | - 
The ws pledge, alas! of his — 
Is erected 
On the banks of the Leven, 
The ſcene of his birth, and of his lateſt poetry, 
By James SMOLLETT, of Bonhill, 
His couſin z; - 
| Who ſhould rather have expected this laſt tribute from . 
Go, and remember, 
This R was not given alone to the memory of che deceaſed, 
| But for the encouragement of others: | 


| Deſerve, like him, an be alike rewarded, 
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The inſcription written by Mr. Ramſay of Odkertare, 
is of too much value to be withheld ; not only for the 
connection it has with the compoſition 'of two of the moſt 

eminent latiniſts of the preſent age, but for the intrinſic 
merit it poſſeſſes as a truly local and appropriate inſcrip- 
tion. The preſent writer has prevailed on his learned 

5 friend to Permit him to inſert it in this narrative. 


site, viator! 1 6 
Si leporis i ingeniiqui venam benignam, 
Si morum callidiſſimum pictorem, 
4 Unquam miratus es; HEH 
Domum iſtam inornatam pauliſper intuere. Ds 
ldi enim naſcebatur | 
Tonis SMOLLETT, M. D. 
in hocce agello, prope Lævini marginem, 
8 Sapiſſime luſit puer: 
Illorum ſub umbra arborum recubans ſelix, 
Silveſtris muſæ primitias olim meditatus eſt. 
Denique, in patriam aliquantiſper reverſus, 
Poſt varios caſus, longamque perigrinationem, 
Hujus le ſecura quiete, + . 
Aer memoria vitee puerilis, ſolum fallere neſciæ, 
M.irifice refectus ell”. 1 


* dee Hemphry Clinker, 8 
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'Qualis, quantuſque fuit in re literaria, 
Non ignores, viator! 
Neque te morari fas eſt. 
Abi igitur, valeque; 
At ſemper reminiſcere, hw: 0 
+  Quam duleis et decorus eſt 
Soli natalis natalis amor 


Tranſlation. 


Stop, paſſenger! 
If a rich vein of genius and humour, 
If exquiſite drawings from life, 
By the hand of a maſter, 
Were ever admired by thee, 
Fondly contemplate for a moment 
Ho Yon unadorned manſion; _ 0. 
e its root, 
|  Tonras SMoLLEeTT, M. D. 
Drew his firſt breath. HP. Fo 
In;thoſe very fields, on the banks of Leven, 
- Did he often play while a bo-; 
Under the ſhade of yonder trees 
He firſt courted the rural muſe, 
Alfter a variety of adventures, 
And travelling much in foreign climes, 
_ Having returned for a ſhort ſpace 
Io his native country, 
le was wonderfully refreſhed 1 
With the quiet of this ſequeſtered ſpot, 
And with the recollection of his boyiſh years, 
of! Which alone did not deceive. 
Of his character and rank in the literary world 
pon cant not be ignorant, 
Nor is it proper to detain thee: 
; 3. > 4 Be zhen, fare tee well *” 
— Always remembering, how ſweet and becoming 
_ III the love of our native foil 
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To add to the regret which every reader of ſenſibility 
mult feel at the untoward circumſtances that attended 
Smollett through life, his widow was left in indigent cir- 
cumſtances in a foreign country. She had the affliction 
to ſurvive him many years, ſpent in friendleſs, cheerleſs 
ſolitude, in ſickneſs and in ſorrow. To relieve her from 
ſome temporary diſtreſs, which it would ſeem might have 
been either prevented or removed, by the well-timed appli- 
-Plication of a ſmall portion of the wealth of his more fortu- 
nate ſiſter , the tragedy of Venice Preſerved” was per- 
Had Smollett lived a few years longer, he muſt have inherited the 
eſtate of Bonhill, of about 10001. a-year, 7 the death of his couſin Mr. 
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formed at the Theatre Royal in Edinburgh, March 3. 
1784, for her benefit; and the dünner, amounting to 
about 300l. remitted to Italy. 

On this occaſion, ſo intereſting to patriotiſm and to 
benevolence, the late Houſton Stewart Nitholſon, Eſq. 
of Carnock, performed the part of Pierre, and the fol- 
lowing prologue, in which the various works of Smol- 
lett are finely enumerated and characteriſed, was ſpoken 
by Mr. Woods of the Theatre Royal Edinburgh, written 
by the late Robert Graham, Eſq. of Gartmore, a man 
of wit, taſte, and ſenſibility, — 4 knew Smollett well, 
and held his memory in the higheſt veneration “. 


g Thoug h letter'd Rome, and poliſh'd Greece could boaſt 
The ſplendid table, and the courteous hoſt, — 55 
The rites to ſtrangers dne ;—though poets ing 
This mighty warrior, or that powerful king, | 
The wand'rer's friend—yet ſtill, whate'er is told. 
By modern poets, or by bards of old, | 
Is rivall'd here; —for here, with; oy, we ſee 
The heart-felt bliſs of heav'nly C arity ! . 
See her, with rapture, ſpread her willing hands, 
And throw her bleſſings into foreign lands; 
Dry up the tear ſhe never ſaw to 2 5 
And eager catch the diſtant ſigh of woe. 
In vain ſeas ſwell, and mountains rife in vain— 
A widow's groans are heard acroſs the main; 
A widow now Ala: how chang'd the day! 
Once the Naxcissa * of your oct's lay; 
Now, fatal change! (of ev'ry bleſs bereft, 
Nor child, nor friend, nor kind protector lefe), T 
Spreads on a diſtant ſhore her ſcanty board, 
And humbly takes what ſtrangers can afford. 
Vet link'd & you by ev'ry tender tie, 
To you ſhe lifts the long-dejected eye, +24... mm 
And thus ſhe ſpeaks—* Who dar'd with manly rage, 5 
To laſh the vices of an impious age 5 
Who dar'd to ſeize the bold hiſtoric pen, i 
4 Paint living kings, and miniſters, as nas 7 5 
„ Who ſung fad Scotia's hapleſs ſons forlorn, 
* Her broken peace, her freſheſt laurels torn wy * 
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$mollett, whit heir of entail he was; and who would, in all abi 
ty, have bequeathed him the reſt of his fortune, af nearly the ſame value, 
both of which fell to his ſiſter, Mrs. Telfer. | 
** Mr, Graham was a favourite e/eve of Smollett' 8, and often domeſti- 
cated with him at Chelſea. He came very near his maſter in the predo- 
minant excellencies of his mind and heart. Several elegant poems, 
written occaſionally by Mr. Graham, are in the poſſeſſion of his friend 
Hector Macncill, Eſq ; well known for his „Will and Jean,” and other 
Popular compoſitions, in the Scottiſh dialect, and of Mr. * of. 
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Ochtertyre. 8 
* Her fictitious name in Roderick Bande, SY, Advice and Reproof,” a fatire, 1 


bl The Miftory of ES. 1 — 3 1746, ny” 60 Mourne hapleſs Cattdoria, mourz.“ 


„ Or who, on oaten reed, by Leven's fide, 

« Sung the fair ſtream, and hail'd the dimpling tide || ? 
„ Or who ?—ſay ye, for ſuch, I'm ſure, are here, 
« Whoſe honeſt boſoms never yet knew fear; 
 « Sons of the north, who ſtem corruption's tide **, 

% Your country's honour, aed your nation's pride 

« Lords of the lion heart and eagle eye, | 1 

« Who heed no ſtorm that howls along the ſky— 

« Say ye—whoſe lyre, to manly numbers ſtrung, 

The glorious bliſs of Independence ſung f? 

« Who felt that pow'r, and ſtill ador'd his ſhrine ? 

« Tt was your SMOLLETT ! Oh! he once was mine! 
Tears ſtopp'd her utt'rance, elſe ſhe would have ſaid, 
„Like him be bold, in virtue undiſmay d; 1 5 

« Let Independence all your actions guide, | 
% Your ſureſt patron, and your nobleſt pride.” 


In the year 1773, an Ode to Independence, by the late 7. 
Smollett, M. D. with Notes and Obſervations, was pub- 
liſhed at Glaſgow, in 4to, by Meſſrs. Foulis, printers to 
the Univerſity, preceded by the following Advertiſement 
1 from the editors. . 1 . „ 8 1 3 8 

_ * The public may depend upon the authenticity of the 

following Ode It is printed from the author's manu- 
= ſcript, which was communicated to the editors by a gen- 
—_= tieman with whom Dr. Smollett was much connected.“ 
The Obfervations appended to this poſthumous publi- 
cation, which is unqueſtionably authentic 3, and the moſt 
excellent of all Smollett's poetical compoſitions, are dat- 
ed Glaſgow, Feb. 23. 1773, and proceeded from the pen 
of Profeſſor Richardſon, well known for his Illuſtra- 
tions of Shakſpeare,” and other ingenious and elegant per- 
rn hn i Ab OT» V 
In the year 1776, Smollett's name appeared to a book- 
ſeller's edition of a tranſlation of the Adventures Tele- 
machus, in 2 vols. 1 2mo, as it had appeared in his lifetime 
to a tranſlation of the Adventures of Gil Blas, in 4 vols. 
I2mo ; but little of theſe verſions, it is probable, was 
% ů VVV er ĩĩĩ ĩ ( 
In the year 1785, a farce, entitled The 1/razlites, or the 
| Pampered Nabob, which is ſaid to have been left by Smol- 


F/ v 
From the alluſions in the Ode to the noble ſtand made by the Cor- 
ſican paariens againſt the uſurpations of the French king, it appears to 
have been written a ſhort time before his death wt. 


4 
5 
5 
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lett in the hands of a printer, was acted at Covent Gar- 
den Theatre, on the iſt of April, for the benefit of Mr. 
Aickin. It contained, it is ſaid, many ſtrokes of Smol- 
lett's peculiar humour; 3 but owing to the ſeverity of the 


weather, it was very ill attended, and but indifferently re- 


ceived. It has not fince been performed or printed, 
No uniform edition of his Hiſtory of England has been 


printed ſince his death. A new edition of the modern : 


part of it, from the Revolution to the death of George II. 


was printed in 8 vols. 8vo, 1791, as a ſupplement to 
Hume. The common editions of his novels, particularly 


of Roderick Random, Peregrine Pickle, and Humphry Clink- 
er, are too numerous to be ſpecified. A alle ee of 
his Plays and Poems, with Memoirs of the Life and Writ-. 
inge of the Author, was publiſhed by Mr. Thomas Evans, 
| bookſeller in the Strand, in one volume 12mo, 1784. 
His Miſcellaneous Works, conſiſting of his plays, poems, 


and novels, excluſive of The Adventures of an Atom, were 


collected by Mr. David Ramſay, printer of “ The Edin- 
burgh Evening Courant,” in 6 vols. 8vo, 1790, with hu- 
morous frontiſpieces, by Rowlandſon. His Poetical Works 
were collected in the“ Works of the Britiſh Poets, in 
13 vols. 8vo, 1795, with a Biographical and Critical Pre- 
face by the preſent writer. A new edition of his Miſcel. 


laneous Works, comprehending all his plays, poems, and 


novels, with Memoirs of his Life and Writings, by the 
| preſent writer, was publiſhed by Mr. James Mundell, 
Printer to the Univerſity of Glaſgow, in 6 vols. 8vo, 
1996 *. An edition of this partial collection, fomewhat 
differently arranged, was publiſhed, the year following, 
by the London bookſellers, under the title of The Wortes 


of Tobias Smollett, M. D. with Memoirs of bis Life; ta 


1 which i 10 profixed, 4 Vi 16 p of 1 the Commencement and Progreſs : 


552 While the reſent writer is recording the name of James Mundell, 


the reſpeRable ſucceſſor of the venerable "Elzevir of Scotland, among 
the publiſhers of the works of Smollett, he is ſtruck with the awful in- 
telligence, that this ſpirited, judicious, and well-informed printer, and 
truly amiable and eſtimable young man, has been cut off by the ſtreke 
of death, in the full career of proſperous induſtry, amidſt many unfiniſhed 
literary undertakings, and before he had completed the zoth year of his 


age! Claſlical and Engliſh literature are indebted to him for bringing 


forward, in the courſe of his profeſſion, various uſeful, extenſive, and 
elegant publications, unattempted by any 8 8885 in * and 


Wes of an * of ent bookſellert. 
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ef Romance, by John Moore, M. D. in 8 vols. 8vo, 179). 


'This edition 1s valuable, as it has been the means of 
rocuring for the public, a ſhort, but faithful account 


him well, and wrote from perſonal knowledge. Dr. 
Moore has few new facts to embelliſh his narrative; 


his life, is the principal defect in Dr. Moore's narrative. 


His ſketch of thoſe variations of manners in Europe, 
which gave riſe to ancient and modern romance, in which 
| ſome very early cuſtoms and inſtitutions are comprehend- 
ed, is ably executed; but it can be only with difficulty 
found applicable to the ſubject, and might, with equal 
propriety, be added to the works of any other noveliit as 
J oo HH Es ae 
A A ſecond edition of the collection publiſhed by Mr. 
Mundell, in 1796, being called for, an opportunity has 
been found of inſerting in it Smollett's Account of the Ex- 
pedition to Carthagena in 1741, omitted in the former edi= 
tions, which completes the collection of his miſcellaneous 
The character of Smollett, at the preſent period, when 
| Prejudice and partiality have, in a great meaſure, ſubſided, 
| will be better underſtood by this account of his life, than 
by any laboured comment; yet as he has had the lot to 
be more read than applauded, and leſs applauded than he 
deſerves, it may not be ſuperfluous here to attempt to 


» Smollett's papers in The Briton and the Critical! Review, have not | 
; been collected in this edition, becauſe, if they could be aſcertained, they 
would not, it is believed, intereſt the generality of readers 


of Smollett, from the pen of Dr. Moore, who knew 


but the taſk which has been left him, of giving an ele- 
gant and inſtructive hiſtory of Smollett, has been execut- 
ed, in many reſpects, with ſuch felicity of performance, as 
precludes the moſt diſtant hope of improvement. As an 
hiſtorian, he has not always evinced ſufficient dihgence 
and attention; but as a' critic. and a panegyriſt, though 
his opinions may be ſometimes ſuſpected of being erro- 
' neous, and his praiſe may be thought to have been ſome- 
times improperly beſtowed, he diſplays his taſte, judg- 
ment, and ſenſibility. The want of a complete account 
of Smollett's writings, which, like the battles of a general, 
are the circumſtances which muſt fix the ſeveral eras of 
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collect, into one point of view, his moſt prominent ex- 
celiencies and defects, and to endeavour, by ſtating his 
literary pretenſions, and eſtimating his worth, to award 
him the juſtice which his contemporaries often denied 
him. e VI 0 TP 

In his perſon and manners, Smollett was faſhioned to pre- 
poſſeſs all men in his favour. His figure was manly, grace- 
ful and handſome, and in his air and manner there was a 
dignity that commanded reſpect, joined with a benignity 
that inſpired affection. With the moſt poliſned manners, 
and the fineſt addreſs, he poſſeſſed a loftineſs and eleva- 
tion of ſentiment and character, without vanity or affecta- 
tion. His general behaviour bore the genuine ſtamp of 
true politeneſs, the reſult of an overflowing humanity and 


goodneſs bf heart. He was a man of upright principles, 


and of great and extenſive benevolence. The friend of 
ſenſe and of virtue, he not only embraced, but ſought 
occaſions of doing good. He was the reliever of the 
diſtreſſed, the protector of the helpleſs, and the encoura- 
ger of merit. His converſation was ſprightly, inſtructive, 
and agreeable; like his writings, pregnant with wit and 
intelligence, and animated with ſallies of humour and 
pleaſantry. In his opinions of mankind, except where 
his perſonal and political prejudices were concerned, he 
was candid and liberal. To thoſe who were above him 
he allowed the due ſuperiority, but he did not willingly 
aſſociate with his ſuperiors, and always with a conſciouſ- 
neſs of his perſonal dignity, and with evident indications 
of pride and reſerve. To his equals and inferiors he be- 


haved with eaſe and affability, without the inſolence of 5 


familiarity, or the parade of condeſcenſion. With his 
amiable qualities and agreeable manners, he united cou- 
rage and independence. In the declaration of his opi- 
nions he was open; in his actions he was intrepid, and 
often imprudent; a gentleman in principle, independent 
in ſpirit, and fearleſs of enemies, however powerful from 
their malignity, or formidable from their rank. no dan- 
ger could prevent him from ſaying or doing thoſe things 


Which he conceived in themſelves to be right, and in their 
conſequences to be uſeful to his friends or his country. 
He had been bred a whig, and generally adhered to the 


. principles of that party, which ſuited the independent : 
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turn of his mind; but, impreſſed with a regard for pub- 
lic order and national tranquillity, he maintained a great 
reſerve on the principles of reſiſtance and oppoſition, 
amidſt acknowledgments of their juſt foundation, and a 
ſenſe of the benefits which ariſe to mankind from their 
ſeaſonable operation. He was ſo far a tory, as to love 


and revere the monarchy; and ſo far a whig, as to 
laugh at the notions of indefeaſible right and non-re- 


ſiſtance. He had a ſincere love for his country, and 


_ a diffuſive benevolence for the whole human race. His 


experience in the world inflamed his indignation againſt 
oppreſhon, and his deteſtation of 'vice and corruption, 
in proportion to his love of virtue and zeal for the 
public good; and he thought it no violation of cha- 
rity to ſtigmatize fraud, profligacy, and hypoctiſy. But 
in his fupport of perſons and meaſures, he ſometimes 
conſidered only the perſons and meaſures, without tak- 


ing other objects and relations into the account. He 
was more frequently influenced by perſonal attachment, 
and hurried on by preſent impulſe, than guided by com- 
parative views of real advantage, examined by impartial rea- 


ſon. His oppoſition to men in power often, in its warmth, 
exceeded the importance of the ſubject. He was oc- 


caſionally miſled, by a heated imagination, ſtrong reſent- 


ment, and the mortification of diſappointed hope, into 
_ bitterneſs and party violence, long kept alive by the inde- 
cent and irritating provocations of triumphant adverſaries. 


Under theſe impreſſions, his deſcriptions as an Hiſtorian 
_ were often diſtorted, and his decifions as a critic, on the 

literary productions of ſome of his contemporaries, were 
ſometimes warped by perſonal prejudice, and expreſſed 


in the harſh terms of coarſe contempt. Whatever end 


he purſued, he followed with an eagerneſs that was not 


neceſſary to compaſs it. The defects in his temperament, 
natural or habitual, made him unproſperous and unhap- 


py. His ſenſibility was too ardent z his paſhons were too 
eaſily moved, and too violent and impetuous. His diſpo- 
ſition was uritable, imprudent, and capricious ; his can- 
dour frequently became credulity ; his liberality often ſub- 
jected him to deception ; his ns were generally be- 
ſtowed on the moſt undeſerving of thoſe who had 
recourſe to his aſſiſtance z not ſo much from want of dif- 
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cernment, as want of reſolution ; for he had not forti- 
tude to reſiſt the importunity of even the moſt worthleſs 
and infignificant. In the domeſtic relations, his conduct 
was tender, affectionate, and exemplary. In friendſhip, 
he was ardent and ſteady ; and the cordial eſteem of his 


friends and acquaintance, is an honourable teſtimony to 


his moral and ſocial character; but in the latter part of 
his life, he ſometimes, very feelingly, bewailed the negle& 
and ingratitude he had experienced, in conſequence of the 
_ miſtaken connections he had formed, and to which every 
man of warm attachments will be expoſed. He was 
| known, however, to no man by whom his loſs was not 
regretted, Dr. Armſtrong drank to his memory with 
tears in his eyes“. In the practice of phylic, for want 
of ſuppleneſs and perſeverance, he never was eminent. 
As an author, he was leſs ſucceſsful than his happy ge- 
nius and acknowledged merit certainly deſerved. His 
connections were extenſive, and his friends numerous and 
reſpectable. He was intimately acquainted with the moſt 
eminent of his literary and poetical contemporaries. He 
was reſpected by the world as a man of ſuperior talents, 
wit, and learning; but he never acquired a patron among 
the great, who, by his favour or beneficence, reheved him 
from the neceſſity of writing for a ſubſiſtence. Bookſel- 
lers may be ſaid to have been his only patrons ; and with- 
out doubt he made a great deal of money by his connec- 
tions with them; and had he been a rigid economiſt, and 


_ endowed with the gift of retention, he might have lived 


and died very independent. But his difficulties, what- 
ever they were, proceeded not from oſtentation or extra- 
vagance. He was hoſpitable, but not oftentatioully ſo ; 
his table was plentiful, but not extravagant. An irritable 
and impatient temper, and a proud, improvident diſpoſi- 
tion, were his greateſt failings. In alleviation of his de- 
| fects, let it be remembered, that a compoſed and happy 
temper, a heart at eaſe, and an independent ſituation, the 
moſt favourable circumſtances perhaps in an author's for- 
tune, were not the lot of Smollett. With a neceſſary in- 
dulgence for his frailties and errors, and making due allow- 
ance for a ſpirit cramped by a narrow fortune, wounded 


* Gentleman's Magazine, 1764. 
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by ingratitude, and irritated by the malignant ſhafts of 
envy, dulneſs, and profligacy, it would be difficult to 
name a man ſo reſpeQable for the extraordinary powers of 
his genius, and the generous qualities of his heart. 

The predominant excellencies of his mind were ferti- 


lity of invention, vigorous ſenſe, brilliant fancy, and ver- 
ſatile humour. His underſtanding was quick and pene- 


trating, his imagination was fertile, his memory retentive, 
and his humour original. In the courſe of his literary 


career, he has written variouſly, and much. His writings 
muſt be allowed as proofs of a verſatility, as well as a fe- 
cundity of talents, not to be diſputed, and perhaps ſeldom 
or ever exceeded by any writer in the ſame period of 
years. He ſhows in his compoſitions, that he was inti- 
mately acquainted with the Greek and Roman literature, 
and had ſtudied with ſucceſs the various branches of mo- 
dern learning. He was well verſed in the hiſtory and 
politics of Europe, and in the conſtitution and govern- 
ment of his country. But the principal ſubject of his 
deliberate inquiry was the human. character; and, in his 
literary progreſs, the repreſentation of life and manners 


his principal object. Man he ſurveyed with the moſt 
accurate obſervation. His underſtanding, acute and vi- 


gorous, was well fitted for diving into the human mind. 
He had a ſtrong ſenſe of impropriety, and a nice diſcern- 
ment, both of natural and of moral beauty and deformity. 
His humour, lively and verſatile, could paint juſtly and 
 agreeably what he ſaw in abſurd or ludicrous aſpects. 
He poſſeſſed a rapid and clear conception, with an ani- 
mated, unaffected, and graceful ſtyle. With much fim- 


plicity, he has much purity, and is, at the ſame time, both 


eaſy and elegant. His obſervations on life and manners 
are commonly juſt, ſtrong, and comprehenfive, and his 
_ reaſoning generally ſound and concluſive. His perceptions 
of beauty and deformity are vivid and diſtinct, his feel- 
_ ings ardent, his taſte corre&t. His wit is prompt and na- 
_ tural, yet keen and manly. His humour, though live- 
ly and pungent, is not perhaps equal in ſtrength and 
elegance to that of Congreve and Swift. In chaſti- 
ty and delicacy, it is inferior to that of Addiſon, but 
equal in purity and moral tendency to that of his con- 
temporary, Fielding; it is keen, ſprightly, variegated, 
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and founded on truth; it expoſes ſucceſsfully hypocriſy, 
impropriety, and ſuch vices as are objects of ridicule. 
To trace the latent ſources of human actions, and to de- 
velope the various incongruities of conduct ariſing from 
them, was the favourite bent of his mind, as it was of 
Theophraſtus, Bruyere, Moliere, and others; and in de- 
ſeribing objects of this kind, whether in the way of fabu- 
lous narration, or dramatic compoſition, he is ſo peculiar- 
ly happy, that as a natural and humorous painter of life 
and manners, he has reflected the higheſt honour on the 
place of his nativity, and muſt ever be conſidered by his 
country among the firſt of her ſons in literary reputation. 
The moral and literary character of Smollett has been 
fondly, and not inaccurately delineated in the Epitaph on 
| his monument near Leghorn, written by Dr. Armſtrong, 
in the {ſcription on the pillar erected to his memory on 
the banks of the Leven, written by Profeſſor Stuart and 
Dr. Johnſon, and the In/eription intended for that PR, | 
written by Mr. Ramſay of Ochtertyre. . 
__ Smollett has drawn his own character, and deſcribed his 5 


manner of living, in the Expedition f Humphry Clinker, 


where young Melford, introduced by Dick Toy, is ſup- 2 
poſed to dine with him at his houſe in Chelſea. 


c He carried me to dine with S——, whom you and 


: I have long known by his writings. He lives in the 
ſkirts of the town, and every Sunday his houſe is open to 
all unfortunate brothers of the quill. I was civilly re- 


Ceived in a plain, yet decent habitation, which opened 


backwards into a very pleaſant garden kept in excellent 
order; and indeed I faw none of the outward figns of 
authorſhip, either in the houſe, or the landlord, who is 
one of the few writers of the age that ſtand upon their 
own foundation, without patronage, and above dependence. 
If there was nothing characteriſtic in the entertainer, 


the company made ample amends for his want of fingu- 


larity.— After dinner we adjourned into the garden, when | 


I obſerved S- 


gave a ſeparate audience to every indi- — 


vidual, in a ſmall remote filbert walk, from whence moſt 
of them dropped off; but they were replaced by freſh 


_ recruits of the fame can; who came to make an afternoon's 
viſit —After coffee, IJ took my leave of S——, with pro- 
per acknowledgments of his civility, and Was extremely 


diſtribution of his favours, which were generally 
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well pleaſed with the entertainment of the day, though 
not yet ſatisfied with reſpect to the nature of the connec- 
tion betwixt a man of character in the literary world, and 
a parcel of authorlings, who, in all probability, would 


never be able to acquire any degree of reputation by their 


labours. On this head I interrogated my conductor, 
who anſwered me to this effece. . 


„ Thoſe people, whom he knows to be bad men, us... 
well as bad writers, are cunning enough to make him 
their property. There is not one of them who does not 


owe him particular obligations. Thoſe who are in diſtreſs 


he ſupplies with money, when he has it, and with his 

credit when he is out of caſh. When they want buſineſs, 
he either finds employment for them in his own ſervice, 
or recommends them to bookſellers to execute ſome pro- 


ject he has formed for their ſubſiſtence. They are al- 
ways welcome to his table (which, though plain, is plen- 


tiful), and to his good offices as far as they will go; and, 
when they ſee occaſion, they make uſe of his name with 


the moſt petulant familiarity ; nay, they do not ſcruple to 


arrogate to themſelves the merit of ſome of his perform- 
- ances, and have been known to ſell their own lucubra- 


tions as the produce of his brain.. 


„ ] {till expreſſed a deſire to know his real motives for 
continuing his friendſhip to a ſet of raſcals equally un- 
_ grateful and infignificant. He faid, he did not pretend 
to aſſign any reaſonable motive; that, if the truth muſt 


be told, the man was, in point of conduct, a molt incor- 
rigible foolz that, though he pretended to have a knack 
at hitting off characters, he blundered 1 in the 


ed on the moſt undeſerving of thoſe who had recourſe to 


his aſſiſtance.— By all accounts, S—— is not without 
weakneſs and caprice; yet he is certainly good humour- 
cad and civilized; nor do I find that there is any thing 
overbearing, cruel, or implacable in his diſpoſition“ .“ 
The character of Smollett has lately fallen into the 
hands of Dr. Moore, who has eſtimated his genius and 


'® Expedition of 2 Clinker,—The quotation given here is taken 


from unconnected paſlages in Melford's letter, deſcriptive of Smollett's 
character. The deſcription of his gueſts is highly characteriſtic and 
entertaining, but in the broad ſtyle of caricature, e 
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and founded on truth; it expoſes ſucceſsfully hypocriſy, 
impropriety, and ſuch vices as are objects of ridicule. 
To trace the latent ſources of human actions, and to de- 
velope the various incongruities of conduct ariſing from 
them, was the favourite bent of his mind, as it was of 
Theophraſtus, Bruyere, Moliere, and others; and in de- 
ſcribing objects of this kind, whether in the way of fabu- 
lous narration, or dramatic compoſition, he is ſo peculiar- 
ly happy, that as a natural and humorous painter of life 
and manners, he has reflected the higheſt honour on the 
place of his nativity, and muſt ever be conſidered by his 
country among the firſt of her ſons in literary reputation. 
The moral and literary character of Smollett has been 
fondly, and not inaccurately delineated in the Epitaph on 
his monument near Leghorn, written by Dr. Armſtrong, 
in the Inſcription on the pillar erected to his memory on 
the banks of the Leven, written by Profeſſor Stuart and 
Dr. Johnſon, and the Inſcription intended for that pillar, 
Written by Mr. Ramſay of Ochtertyre. 
_ Smollett has drawn his own character, and deſcribed his 


manner of living, in the Expedition of Humphry Clinker, 


where young Melford, introduced by Dick Toy, is ſup- 

poſed to dine with him at his houſe in Chelſeeeee. 
He carried me to dine with S——, whom you and 
I have long known by his writings. He lives in the 


| ſkirts of the town, and every Sunday his houſe is open to 
all unfortunate brothers of the quill. I was cwilly re- 
Ceived in a plain, yet decent habitation, which opened 


backwards into a very pleaſant garden kept in excellent 


order; and indeed I faw none of the outward ſigns of 


authorſhip, either in the houſe, or the landlord, who is 
one of the few writers of the age that ſtand upon their 
own foundation, without patronage, and above dependence. 
If there was nothing characteriſtic in the entertainer, 
the company made ample amends for his want of ſingu- 
larity.— After dinner we adjourned into the garden, when 


I obſerved S—— gave a ſeparate audience to every indi- 


_ vidual, in a ſmall remote filbert walk, from whence moſt 
of them dropped off; but they were replaced by freſh 

_ recruits of the ſame clan, who came to make an afternoon's 

vifit.— After coffee, I took my leave of S——;, with pro- 
per acknowledgments of his civility, and was extremely 
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c Thoſe people, whom he knows to be bad men, as 
well as bad writers, are cunning enough to make him 
their property. There is not one of them who does not 
owe him particular obligations. Thoſe who are in diſtreſs 


he ſupplies with — when he has it, and with his 


_ credit when he is out of caſh. When they want buſineſs, 
he either finds employment for them in his own ſervice, 


or recommends them to bookſellers to execute ſome pro- 
ject he has formed for their ſubſiſtence. They are al- 


ways welcome to his table (which, though plain, is plen- 
tiful), and to his good offices as far as they will go; and, 
when they ſee occaſion, they make uſe of his name with 
the moſt petulant familiarity z nay, they do not ſcruple to 
_ arrogate to themſelves the merit of ſome of his perform- 
| ances, and have been known to ſell their own lucubra- 


tions as the produce of his brain.“ 


continuing his friendſhip to a ſet of raſcals equally un- 


grateful and inſignificant. He ſaid, he did not pretend 
to aſſign any reaſonable motive; that, if the truth muſt 
be told, the man was, in point of conduct, a moſt incor- 
rigible fool; that, though he pretended to have a knack 
at hitting off characters, he blundered — in the 
| eſtow- 
ed on the moſt undeſerving of thoſe who had recourſe to 


_ diſtribution of his favours, which were generally 


his aſſiſtance.— By all accounts, S—— is not without 
weakneſs and caprice; yet he is certainly good humour- 
ed and civilized; nor do 1 find that there is any thing 


overbearing, cruel, or implacable in his diſpoſition “.“ 
Ihe character of Smollett has lately fallen into the 
hands of Dr. Moore, who has eſtimated his genius and 


| ® Frpedition of Hangbry Fe 1 2 


from unconnected paſlages in Melford's letter, deſcriptive of Smollett's 


character. The deſcription of his rs is highly characteriſtic and 


entertaining, but in the broad ſtyle © 


caricature. 
5 | | 


“J {till expreſſed a deſire to know his real motives for 
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virtues with much candour and diſcrimination of judge 
ment, as well as ſtrength and elegance of expreſſion. 


The perſon of Dr. Smollett was ſtout and well pro- 


portioned, his countenance engaging, his manner reſerved, 
with a certain air of dignity that ſeemed to indicate that 
he was not unconſcious of his own powers. He was of 
a a diſpoſition ſo humane and generous, that he was ever 
ready to ſerve the unfortunate, and on ſome occaſions to 
aſſiſt them beyond what his circumſtances could juſtify, 


Though few could penetrate with more acuteneſs into 
character, yet none was more apt to overlook miſconduct 
when attended with misfortune. A 
He lived in an hoſpitable manner, but he een 
that hoſpitality which is founded on oſtentation, Which 


entertains only thoſe whoſe ſituation in life flatters the 
vanity of the entertainer, or ſuch as can make returns of 
the ſame kind; 3 that hoſpitality which kegps a debtor and 


creditor account of dinners. Smollett invited to his plain, 


but plentiful table, the perſons whoſe characters he eſteem- 
_ ed, in whoſe converſation he delighted ; and many for no 

: other reaſon, than becauſe they ſtood 1 in need of * coun- 
tenance and protection. 


As nothing was more e to his nature 1 
pertneſs or intruſion, few things could render him more 


indignant than a cold reception. To this, however, he 
imagined he had ſometimes been expoſed on his applica- 
tions in favour of others ; for himſelf he neyer made  . 
application to any great man in his life. 


Free from vanity, Smollett had a conſiderable hate 


of pride, and great ſenſibility ; his pathons were eaſily 5 


moved, and too impetuous, when rouſed; he could not 


conceal his contempt of folly, his deteſtation of fraud, nor 
refrain from proclaiming his e en _ 
2 inſtance of oppreſſion. | 


« Though Smollett poſſeſſed a e of ſtyle in 


5 writing, which he could accommodate to every character, 
he had no ſuppleneſs in his conduct. His learning, dili- 
| gence, and natural acuteneſs, would have rendered him 
eminent in the ſcience of medicine, had he perſevered in 
that profeſſion ; other parts of his character were ill- ſuit- 


ed for augmenting his practice. He could neither ſtoop 
to impoſe on credulity, nor humour Caprice. . 
5 
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B64 He was of an intrepid, independent, imprudent diſ- 


poſition, equally incapable of deceit and adulation, and 


more diſpoſed to cultivate the acquaintance of thoſe hge 


could ſerve, than of thoſe who could ſerve him. What 


Wonder that a man of his character was not, what is 2 


ed, ſucceſsful in life * !? 
As an author, Smollett has diſtinguiſhed himſelf as an 


hiſtorian, a noveliſt, a journaliſt of travels, a dramatiſt, 
and a poet; and muſt be acknowledged to have made a 


__ conſiderable addition to the ſtock of elegant and uſeful 
literature. » 


As an 57 ihorian, he ranks among the moſt pleaſing, : 


though not among the moſt profound writers of our na- 


tion, who have exerciſed their abilities in hiſtorical com- 


. Pans When his Hiſtory of England appeared, Hume 


had not given to the world his narrative of the earlier 
events of Engliſh ſtory, which muſt be conſidered as the 


commencement of his ingenious apology for the families 
of Tudor and Stuart; and the greater diſcernment or 
| ſuperior frivolity of the age had almoſt conſigned to obli- 


vion, Carte and nds Oldmixon and Rapin. The _ 


lic were in want of a conciſe, yet full, a faithful, 


animated hiſtory of England; and he had the latisfaction 


of obſerving, that his performance was received with ge- 


neral approbation, and read with much greater pleaſure 
and improvement than the dull unaffecting narrations of 
preceding writers. Conſidering the time and circum- 

ſtances in which it was written, it is, indeed, a great 


effort of genius and application. Without entering into 


a minute detail of obſcure, diſagreeable, and unintereſting 
_ events, he has contented himſelf with a conciſe and ani- 
mated abridgement of the barbarous periods, and has only 


enlarged upon ſubjects that are important and inſtructive. 


In dignity of hiſtorical compoſition, and profoundneſs of 
philoſophical reſearch, he is inferior to Hume; but in 
telicity of ſentiment, deſcription, and expreſſion, he may 
ſafely contend with the molt illuſtrious of his predeceflors. 
In the pages of Rapin, we find the principles of liberty 
well explained, and every minute wheel of the political 


machine accurately deſcribed ; but we defiderate the ele- 
gant ers: of texture, the chaſte fiwplicicy of dic- 
ws "28 Moore s Life of gmollett. | | 
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tion, the flowing harmony of compoſition, the unruffled, 


rapid narrative, in a word, the life and ſoul of true 
hiſtory. In point of genius, ſentiment, ſtyle, and every 


beauty of hiſtorical compoſition, Smollett is ſuperior to 


Rapin, and challenges a compariſon with Hume. His 
ſtyle is leſs cloſe, energetic, and pointed, than that of 
Hume, but it is more chaſte, flowing, animated, and 


deſcriptive. Hume ſeldom ventures upon figure or me- 


taphor, which always diſtinguiſhes a warm imagination, 
and when introduced with diſcretion, and managed with 


_ propriety, imparts great beauty and claſſical elegance to 
hiſtorical narration. The fineſt writers of arftiquity are 
no leſs admirable for the beauty of their narrative, than 


for the richneſs of their imagination, force and propriety 


of reflection. Livy and Paterculus animate and affect 
by the ſtrength of painting and height of colouring ; they 
have, perhaps, carried poetical beauty to exceſs ; while 
Salluſt and Tacitus open and enlarge the underſtanding 
by the reflective powers. Smollett would ſeem to have 
imitated the engaging manner of Paterculus, while Hume's _ 
genius led him into the path marked out by the manly 
Tacitus. While the hiſtorians of antiquity differ from 


each other, the perfection of modern compoſition can be 


regulated by no certain ſtandard; it will be in all, or 
neither, juſt as they happen to excel in their ſeveral kinds 
of compoſition; and the modern hiſtorian who equals 
Livy or Paterculus, muſt be deemed on a footing wit! 

| him who is the exact copy of Salluſt or Tacitus, until 
the ſeveral pretenſions of thoſe claſſics to ſuperior merit 
bde finally adjuſted. It would be as difficult for a philo- 


ſopher or a politician to acquire eminence in deſcription, 
as for a poet to excel in refinement, ſubtlety, and argu- 


ment. In the pages of Smollett, we do not find ſo many 


applications of philoſophical inquiry to the inveſtigation 


of facts, as we find in thoſe of 'Thucydides or Xenophon, 
Salluſt or Tacitus, Hume or Gibbon; but they exhibit 
ſpecimens of pictureſque narration, and elegant expreſ- 
ſion, little inferior to any which the pencil of Livy has 
| ſketched, or the pen of Robertſon has compoſed. We 
do not find the induſtry of the antiquary joined with the 

fire of imagination, and the majeſty and elegance of dic- 
tion; but a Robertſon is an uncommon perſon; nor 
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ought we to be offended at an union which cannot ordi- 


narily be expected. Inſtead of ſearching with indefati- 
gable labour into every record that can be met with, 
weighing with patience the teſtimonies of tranſactions 
long paſt, of which different accounts have been given, 


ſettling doubtful points with accuracy, and bringing to 
light the molt hidden facts, he ſeems principally ſolicit- 


ous to adorn and render the moſt important events ac- 
ceptable, by communicating them in a graceful manner 


to the world. As the ſoul of hiſtory is truth, it were 
indeed greatly to be wiſhed that he had been at as much 
pains to procure authentic information, as he has been 
to obtain the reputation of an elegant writer. In this 
laſt reſpect he has all poſſible merit; but his narration is 


not ſo much diſtinguiſhed for the fidelity and diligence 
with which it is written, as for beauty of compoſition. 


It abounds with prejudices and miſrepreſentations, which 
no lover of liberty can forgive, and for which no force of 
genius or beauty of language can atone, His partiality for 
the tory-party is manifeſt in almoſt every page; and in ſtat= 
ing the arguments which paſſed on any ſubject, he gene- 
rally relates thoſe only which were urged on one fide; 
which unavoidably creates a ſuſpicion of his partiality. | 
His reflections, artfully interwoven with the texture of 
his narrative, in many inſtances are highly exceptionable; 
and in many places he ſeems to be inconſiſtent with him- 
ſelf, and to argue againſt his own principles. At one 
time he appears the ſanguine friend of liberty, and ap- 
plauds all oppoſition againſt the ſtretches of prerogative ; 
and yet, at another, he cenſures the reſentment which 
the parliament expreſſed againit ſuch encroachments. In 
his account of the methods uſed to extinguiſh the rebel- 
lion in 1745, he has laviſhed all the powers of the pathos 
im laboured deſcriptions of horror: but he ſeems more ſoli- 
citous to ſay what is brilliant and ſtriking, than what is juſt. 
and authentic. The heart may be affected with pathetic _ 
narrative, but the mind will always be improved by folid _ 
reflection. In deſcribing characters, which is ſuppoſed 
to be his great excellence, he appears to have taken fan- 
cy rather than truth for his guide. His character of 
Queen Mary is inaccurate and injurious ; and that of 
King William is, in many reſpeQts, falſified by the cir- 
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cumſtances of his life. The great excellence of his work, 
is the elegance and ſpirit of the ſtyle; and the reader 

who is content with acquiring only a general knowledge 

of our hiſtory, cannot be more agreeably inſtructed; for 

his manner of writing is ſo entertaining, that attention 
ſeldom ſleeps over his pages. But he has not performed 

the duties of an hiſtorical writer with ſufficient care, ac- 

curacy, and impartiality, His imagination overpowers. 

his judgment; and he is tempted to employ his powers 

Y in the vain glow of colouring, and is more ſtudious to 
| _ dazzle the imagination with a gaudy diſplay of ſplendid 
. ©. ornaments, than to engage the underſtanding by juſt rea- 

-# 8 -_- ſoning and folid refles ee a . art 
4 Ihe Continuation of his Hiſtory is not more confuſed 
. aklancd inaccurate than ſuch haſty productions unavoidably 
=—_— muſt be. A narrative which records recent events, and 
= delineates living characters, ſcarcely comes up to the 

idea we form of a hiſtory, The writer is moſt likely to 

adhere to veracity in his relation; but we are not to ex- 
pect all the freedom and impartiality we would with to 
find in his comment upon men and meaſures. He who 
dares boldly to cenſure living characters, and to expoſe 
the corrupt motives of their political conduct, may, per- 
| Haps, be thought to want prudence as a man; and he 
who is afraid to do either, may be deemed deficient in 
courage as an hiſtorian. Under ſuch circumſtances, 
Smollett has acquitted himſelf with no ſmall degree of 
{kill and addreſs. If he has not been able to give all the 
light and information which hiſtory ſhould afford; if he 
has not always expreſſed himſelf with that fearleſs ſpirit 
which diſtinguiſhes the unbiaſſed hiſtorian, he has avoid- 

ed thoſe prejudices and partial attachments which render 
his Hiſtory liable to cenſure. In his reflections on pub- 
lic meaſures, he diſcovers intelligence and acuteneſs, 
without the affectation of ſagacity; and, with reſpeCt to 
perſonal characters, he has not offered incenſe to the 
idols of popularity, nor heaped calumny on the victims [| 
of public aſperſion. In his account of the parliamentary | 


diebates, he is extremely copious and intereſting ; but, in P 
ſome inſtances, he deviates from the deſign, and ſtoops 5 
below the dignity of hiſtorical compoſition. In his por- Z 


traiture of characters, though he muſt be acquitted of 
flattery and of malice, yet his fancy is not always under 
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the due regulation e judgment. His painting is bold, 
glowing, and animated; yet it is ſometimes neceſſary to 
write the name over the picture. The ityle is various, 


elegant, and forcible; yet it is not always correct, and 


is now and then too luxuriant and figurative. We can- 
not always applaud the rectitude of his judgment, nor 
the preciſion of his ideas; yet we ſeldom fail to admire 


his vivacity of ſentiment and peculiar glow of deſcription. 
In his reflections on the bill for the relief of debtors, he 


has drawn a deſcription of a man of ſentiment and ſenſi- 


| bility labouring under the miſery of impriſonment, which 


is ſo exquiſitely pathetic, that it is impoſſible to read it 
without ſhedding tears of ſympathy at every line. At 


the ſame time, he is greatly to be blamed for commemo- _ 


rating events too unimportant to fill the pages of hiſtory. 


His character as an hiſtorian has been given by Mr. 
Belſham, the reſpectable memorialiſt of the Britiſh ſove- 
reigns of the family of Brunſwick, in a tone of deci- 


ſion, unjuſtly contemptuous and diſparaging, and with a 
| ſeverity of cenſure, unauthorized by a fair eſtimate of the 


univerſality of his genius, and difallowed by the general 
opinion of thoſe who do not think more favourably than 


his whig - opponent of his political principles. 


„ Smollett had unqueſtionably talents, but his genius = 

was entirely turned to the low and the ludicrous; of the 
dignity and beauty of hiſtoric compoſition, he had no 

conception, much leſs could he boaſt of poſſeſſing any 
portion of its all-pervading and philoſophical ſpirit. His 
work is a dull and often malignant compilation, equally | 


deſtitute of inſtruction and amuſement *.“ 


The teſtimony of Mr. Belſham may be compared with 5 
| the judgment pronounced by Dr. Moore, which is fair, 


candid, and juſt. 


N Though interſperſed with few of thoſe refleQions | 
which conſtitute what is called the philoſophy of hiſtory, 
and which diſtinguiſh the hiſtories of Gibbon, Robert- 


ſon, and Hume, the ſprightly vein of Smollett's rapid 


narrative, and the lively colours in which many charac- 
ters are painted, rendered it highly agreeable to the ge- 

nerality of readers. Few authors have written ſo well. 
who have written ſo haſtily ; and none have left a ſtrong, 


. . to the Memoirs of the Reign of George I, 


g ii 
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er impreſſion, that many of their works are inferior to 
what it was in their power to have rendered them“ .“ 


As a writer of that ſpecies of modern romance which 


has been denominated a novel, he is entitled to the praiſe 


of being one of the greateſt that our nation has produced. 


He ranks with Cervantes, Le Sage, Marivaux, Rouſſeau, 
Richardſon and Fielding, the great maſters of proſaic 
fiction; and though we cannot 1ay he has ſurpaſſed them, 


he has entered into a noble competition. He proves him- 
ſelf to have poſſeſſed, in an eminent degree, the powers 
which are required to excel in this ſpecies of compoſi- 
tion; an extenſive acquaintance with human nature, an 
acute diſcernment, and exact diſcrimination of charac- 
ters, a correct judgment of probability in ſituations, an 


active imagination in deviſing and combining incidents, 
with command of language for deſcribing them. His 
novels exhibit the features that give moſt dignity to this 


ſpecies of fiction, the artful conduct of an intereſting 
plot, the dramatic delineation of characters drawn from 


actual obſervation, the accurate and captivating repre- 
| ſentation of real domeſtic life, without offending the mo- 


deſty of nature, which are found in great perfection in 
the novels of Le Sage, profeſſedly adopted by him as 


models of imitation. The works of few noveliſts have 


been more juſtly, or more univerſally admired than thoſe 
of Le Sage. The vivacity of his characters, the inte- 
reſting nature of his incidents, the epigrammatic turn of 


his dialogues, and the ſly elliptical vein of ſatire by which 


he inculcates his moral, and endeavours to reform the 
follies of various orders in ſociety, have perhaps been 
equalled, but certainly have not been ſurpaſſed, by Smollett. 


In repreſenting the characters of men as they are, not as 


they ought to be, which ſeems to have been the object 
of Le Sage in his various works, Smollett diſplays much 
of the ſpirit and humour of his model, and copies from 

nature with the pleaſantry and defcriptive fidelity of a 
Hogarth. In the knowledge of human nature, maſcu- 


line humour, juſt obſervations on life, great variety of 


original characters, and the powers of his invention, 
he is equal to Richardſon and Fielding; but he is infe- 
rior to them in pathos, ſublimity, and regularity of fa- 


* Moore's Life of Smollett. 
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ters. His novels, however, are of a moral tendency ; 
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ble. By peruſing the pages of © Clariſſa,” and “ Tom 
Tones,” the paſſions are affected, the underſtanding is 
inſtructed, mirth is excited, and all the purpoſes of 
moral improvement are attained. The romances of Smol- 


lett are equally diſtinguiſhed by a fertility of intereſting 


incidents, and a ſtrong, lively, and pictureſque deſcrip- 


tion of characters. They exhibit a ſeries of natural pic- 


tures of life and manners, which rival the maſterly pro- 


ductions of the moral, the ſublime, the pathetic, but 


tireſome Richardſon, with all his profound and accurate 
knowledge of the various workings of the human heart; 
and the ingenious, the humorous, the diffuſe Fielding, 
with all his wit, learning, and knowledge of mankind. 


That Fielding repeatedly diſplays a thorough acquaintance 
with nature, and deſerves the higheſt praiſe for his hu- 


mour, the very ſkilful management of his fable, and the 
variety and contraſt of his characters, and that innume- 
rable paſſages may be pointed out in Richardſon, which 
do infinite credit to the goodneſs of his heart and the depth 


of his underſtanding, ſuperior to the beſt efforts of Smol- 
lett, cannot be denied; yet, after peruſing the wire-drawn 
hiſtory of “ Clariſſa,” and the diffuſe narrative of Tom 
Jones, we never quit them with ſo much reluCtance as we 
feel in cloſing the pages of Smollett, who, with leſs regu- 
larity of fable, and without introducing ſo many obſerva 
tions of a moral tendency, or ſo much of what may be 
| called fine writing, poſſeſſes, in an eminent degree, the 
art of rouſing the feelings and fixing the attention of his 
readers. The ſtyle is characteriſed by a beautiful ſim- 
phcity, a juſt ſelection of appropriate terms and deſcrip- 
tive expreſſions, by turns, eaſy, elegant, and pathetic. 
With ſo much merit, he is not without his faults. His 
characters are ſometimes overcharged, his humour is 
often coarſe, and he has exhibited ſome ſcenes which 


may corrupt a mind unſeaſoned by experience. His ſyſ- 


tem of youthful profligacy, as exemplified in ſome of his 
| libertines, is without excuſe. Profligates, miſanthropes, 


gamblers, and duelliſts, are among his favourite charac- 


Y5 


they have ſpirit, humour, and morality, and diſplay the 


beauties of that genius which allures and rewards the at- 


tention of the diſcreet reader. Unguarded as they are in 


8 if 
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many of their repreſentations, they are highly entertain» 
ing, and will be always read with pleaſure. 
His Adventures of Roderick Random exhibit a natural, 
lively, and entertaining repreſentation of the difficulties 
to which a friendleſs orphan. is expoſed, without ſtea- 
dy principles, open to be duped by knavery, and per- 
verted by example. The mean ſcenes in which he is 
involved, from his own want of experience, as well as 
from the ſelfiſhneſs, malice, and baſe indifference of man- 
kind, are deſcribed with true humour and ſimple ele- 
gance; and every reader finds entertainment in viewing 
_ thoſe ſituations of life, where the manners and paſſions 
are undiſguiſed by affectation, ceremony, or education; 
and the whimſical peculiarities of diſpoſition appear as 
nature has implanted them. The baſe purpoſes of hypo- 
eriſy, fraud, ſelfiſn plauſbility, cunning, and pretended 
| friendſhip, are expoled in a maſterly manner, and the 
circumſtances that arife from the motley and repugnant 
qualities which are often whimſically blended together 
by the folly of men, are deſcribed with infinite humour 
and ſagacity. Many of the characters are drawn from 
real life; but ſhort as the time is ſince the publication of 
this novel, it at preſent derives no advantage from that 
ſource, and owes its celebrity to its intrinſic merit alone. 
In deſcribing the characters of ſeamen, he is peculiarly 
happy. Lieutenant Bowling is a highly finiſned original, 
and perhaps equals any character that has yet been paint- 
ed by the happieſt genius of ancient or modern times. 
This is indeed nature itſelf. As well as the ladder of 
promotion, his very name has long become proverbial 
for an honeſt blunt ſeaman, unacquainted with man- 
kind and the ways of the world. The phlegm of an 
old lawyer is happily illuſtrated in the conduct of Ran- 
dom's grandfather, and forms the moſt ſtriking contraſt 
imaginable to the ferocious benevolence of the naval ve- 
teran. The diſappointment of the maiden aunts on 
opening the old man's will, is infinitely natural and a- 
muſing. The character of Strap is univerſally intereſt- 
ing; that of Morgan is truly comic. It is partly bor- 
rowed from Shakſpeare's Welchmen; but ſtill it is 
the imitation of a great maſter, not the tame copy of 
a common artiſt. The ſtyle of this novel is character- 
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iſed, with a few exceptions, by a beautiful ſimplicity. 
It is written in ſuch a manner, as to pleaſe all times and all 
people. The moral tendency of che ſtory none can deny. 
It is written with the pureſt intentions of promoting virtue, 
and correcting the ordinary follies of life; but in the ac- 
compliſhment of this purpoſe, it is to be feared, that ſcenes 
are laid open which it would be ſafer to conceal from 
| youthful and inexperienced readers. 'There is more dan- 
ger from the indelicacy of particular paſſages, than hope 
of its doing good by the ſatire and the morality. The 
| baſe purpoſes of fraud and duplicity are expotfed; but a 
due attention to the common duties of life, decent de- 
portment, purity of manners, and the appearance of ſo- 
briety and ſeriouſneſs, are brought into diſcredit and ſu- 
ſpicion. Such repreſentations of agreeable folly, and ri- 
diculed rectitude, it is to be feared, may be diſadvanta- 
geous to early virtue, by ſtrengthening the attractions of 
gaiety and libertiniſm, and weakening the reader's abhor- 
rence of profligate manners and flagitious condu . 
The teſtimony of ſo elegant and inſtructive a noveliſt 
as Dr. Moore, mult be N WN to ex admirer of | 
Roderick Random. _ FR = 
E Tt certainly never had been in Smollett 8 eontmmagls. 5 
tion to give a model for imitation in the character of 
Random. His object evidently was, in imitation of Le 
Sage, to lead a young man through a variety of ſcenes, 1 
put him into ſituations which afforded opportunities of 
exhibiting human nature in intereſting points of view, of 
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of inſtructing the underſtanding of the reader. 

The character of Strap is accurately delineated from 
nature. His remonſtrance, addreſſed to Random in the 
ſixteenth chapter, is at once pathetic and humorous; 
and diſtinguiſhes him, not only as a native of North Bri- 
tein, but alſo of that Particular part of Scotland from C 
Whence he came. 

Although the hint of the character of Marg gan was 
probably taken from the Fluellen and Sir Hugh | wal of 
Shakſpeare, yet it is admirably varied, and highly enter- 
taining. The ſcenes on board the man of war, particu- 
larly that with Mackſhane and Oakum, in the thirteenth 
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agitating the paſhons, of amuſing the imagination, and 
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In the character of Jack Ratilin, though wort, there 


are ſome admirable touches, highly characteriſtic of an 


Engliſh ſailor; and that of Tom Bowling is conſidered as 
a maſterpiece, exquiſitely true to nature; which Smol- 
lett himſelf never equalled in any of his ſubſequent ro- 


mances, and which was never ſurpaſſed in any work of 


the kind #? _ 

His Adventures of 8 Pickle relate, in eaſy, cle- 
_ gant language, a ſucceſſion of events, forming a natural 
and well-drawn picture of human life, which the thought- 
leſs may peruſe with advantage, and the prudent with 


emotions of triumph. From the wild unlucky boy, teaz- 


ing his aunt and the Commodore by miſchievous pranks, 


and heading a rebellion at ſchool againſt hismaſter, we trace 


the headſtrong youth, of unbroken pride, and unbridled ap- 
petite, plunging into folly, vice, and diſſipation ; waſting 


his ſubſtance, injuring the woman of all others he loved, 
and at laſt pining in priſon. In this forlorn ſituation, 
deteſting the world, abhorring himſelf, and loving Emi- 


lia to diſtraction, he proteſts to her brother, «© that he 
had broke off all connections with mankind, and that he 


ue longed for the hour of his diſſolution, which, 


if it ſhould not arrive by the courſe of nature, he was re- 


' ſolved to haſten it with his own hands, rather than be 
_ expoſed to the contempt, and more intolerable pity of a 
raſcally world 4.” He remains for ſome time obſtinately | 
bent on this frantic determination, notwithſtanding the 
zealous efforts of expoſtulating friendſhip; and but for 
the unexpected payment of a large debt which had 
been given up as Joſt, would probably have facrificed 
himſelf to that ſallen; irrational independence, which 


leads the infatuated ſpendthrift into habits of miſery and 


ruin; and without imparting to him ſufficient ſtrength of 
mind to reſiſt temptation, or ſtruggle with calamity, com- 4 
mences in folly, and concludes with ſelf-deſtruction. 
Rouſed by the voice of friendſhip, and again reſtored to 
affluence, he returns, with a ſtern reluctance, founded 
on a ſenſe of his own unworthineſs and vicious impru- 
_ dence, to ſociety and love; convinced, that after all the 
| buſtle of pleaſure, and the glitter of wealth, real happi- 
neſs is only to be found in moderate enjoyment, domel- 


* Moore's Life of Smollett, © þ Peregrine Pickle, chap. ci. 
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tic tranquillity, and ſocial virtue. The ſtory of Peregrine 


Pickle is undoubtedly an effort of genius and fancy, which 
rivals the romance of Roderich Random in original inven- 


tion, intereſting combination of incident, fine ridicule, 


and uſeful application to the purſuits of life; and is per- 


| haps ſuperior to it in genuine humour and profound 


learning. It is characteriſed by the fame elegant fluen- 


cy of narration, and the ſame intereſting minuteneſs, 
_ agreeable vivacity, and inimitable ſimplicity of deſcrip- 
tion. That admirable faculty of drawing fea charac- 
ters with propriety, ſo conſpicuous in Roderick Random, 
is here difplayed with renovated vigour; in the por- 


traits of Trunnion, Hatchway, and Pipes, he has la- 


viſhed all the powers of his genius; their manners and 


dialect are purely thoſe of the watery element; yet they 


are perſectly original. The caricature of the Phyſician 
is contraſted, in the moſt laughable manner, with the 


portraits of Pallet and Jolter. In the entertainment after 


the manner of the ancients, given by the Phyſician to a 
French Marquis, an Italian Count, and a German Ba- 


ron, Smollett diſplays profound erudition, and man 


rich ſtrokes of humour and pointed ſatire, directed, in the 
_ rancour of toryiſm, with eagerneſs, againſt his whig op- 


ponent Dr. Akenſide. Yet in this epiſode, and in that of : 


| Lady Vane, for which he is reſponſible, and in other parts 
of the work, he has with juſtice been thought low, in- 
delicate, and immoral. The ſlighteſt violation of moral- 
ity in a work of genius is reprehenſible; and no elegance, 
Ingenuity, or humour in the mode of expreſſion, can 
palliate an indecency or indecorum in the idea repreſent- 
ed. In this 0 

little more than an ingenious apology for adultery, ad- 
mits of no defence. It ſhould be recollected, however, 
that in delineations of certain circumſtances, and certain 
characters, in a work purpoſely written to expoſe vice 
and folly, it is difficult for the author who draws from 
nature and real life, to avoid ſhocking the faſtidious eye 
of nicety and ſcrupulous decorum. The path of humour 


the ſtory of Lady Vane, which is 


»The preſent writer has it, on the authority of John Kemble, Eſq, of 
Drury-Lane Theatre, that the late Mr. Burke, one of the beſt of the 
_ Engliſh writers, was particularly delighted with Pipes, and thought it 


the moſt humorous and highly finiſhed character that ever was in- 
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is pleaſant and inviting ; but it is a dangerous one, and 


too often leads an author aſtray into the by-roads of inde-. 


licacy, as well as ill nature. Smollett's taſte for humour 
and ſatire was ſtrong, but indelicate, which made him 
not over-curious in the choice of his topics. His ſtyle 
in picturing his characters, therefore, is ſometimes with- 


out that elegance of hand which is required to correct 


and allay the force of his colouring. In this reſpect, the 


dialogue between Pipes and the hedge-nymph his maſter 
had accidentally picked up on the road, and afterwards 
introduced into company as a fine lady, is culpably ob- 
ſcene, though the ſtory is well told, and the character 
well imagined. The behaviour of Pickle to Hornbect is 
alſo highly unjuſtifiable; not ſatisfied with injuring the 


unfortunate huſband beyond reparation, he adds perſonal 


violence to inſult. Vet, with theſe, and other defects 
on the ſcore of morality, Peregrine Pickle is juſtly entitled 
to rank as a firſt rate novel, whole merits far exceed the 
modern productions of frivolous faſhion and ſickly ſenti- 
ment, which ſerve only to miſlead the judgment and cor. 
rupt the heart. It is not, however, to be put into the 
hands of young perſons without diſtinction and reſerve ; 
but when the judgment is ripened by reflection, and the 
morals out of danger, it will afford uſeful inſtruction, as 


well as rational and elegant amuſement. 


„ The character of Peregrine's mother,” ſays the inge- 
nious author of Zeluco, “ has been thought by ſome 
an extravagant production of Smollett's imagination, for 

which there was no prototype in nature: but it is inft- 
nitely more probable, that by adhering cloſely to the con- 
duct of ſome very capricious individual woman of his ac- 
quaintance, he has been, in the drawing of her portrait, 

led aſtray from general nature. This indeed, he himſelf | 
inſinuates, in the laſt paragraph of chapter the twelfth. 

Peregrine's firſt meeting with Emilia, his falling in love, 

and the behaviour of the young lady and her mother on 

that occaſion, are well deſcribed. The verſes he ad- 
dreſſes to his miſtreſs are in themſelves pleaſing, and ſuch 
as a youth of warm imagination might naturally be ſup- 
poſed to have compoſed. The manner in which theſe 

verſes, with the letter in which they were incloſed, were 
 geſtroyed, the expedient which Pipes fell on to repair 
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their loſs, the miſunderſtanding this produced between 


the lovers, and the reconciliation, are all admirably in- 


vented, and related in the happieſt vein of humour. 
„ The character of Gamaliel Pickle, and the different 
tempers with which he and Commodore Trunnion bore 


the tyranny of their reſpective wives; the one with the 


ſubmiſſion of an ox, the other with the growling of a 


bear, are delineated with the hand of a maſter. The 
Adventures of the gypſey girl introduced by Pile into 
_ faſhionable aſſemblies as his relation, and received by them 
nds a high-bred accompliſhed lady, and the character of 
the miſanthrope, who pretended to be deaf, are happy in- 
ventions; but in the ardour of his ſatirical and humorous 
chaſe, Dr. Smollett ſometimes leaves delicacy too far behind. 
The peculiax character of Britiſh ſeamen, their lan- 
guage, inclinations, and manners, ſtruck the fancy of 
Smollett ſo forcibly, during the ſhort period in which 


he was on board a ſhip of war, that he has been able to 


deſcribe them with a degree of ſpirit and pleaſantry that 
has never been equalled. The characters of Pipes, Hatch- 


way, and Trunmon, are all different from each other, 

pet all conſonant with the nature of that peculiar ſpecies of 

mortals, Engliſh ſeamen ; all of the ſame blunt, thought- 
leſs honeſty, with the ſame attachment to their own pro- 
feſſion and habits, yet each a moſt entertaining original, 
The character of Trunnion, though puſhed beyond the 
modeſty of nature in ſome particulars, is, on the whole, 

_ admirably ſupported, His death, like that of Falſtaff in 

Henry the Fiſth, is as entertaining as any part of his life; 


but Shakſpeare has, with more propriety, put the account: 
of Falſtaff's death in the mouth of the hoſteſs ; whereas 


Smollett makes Trunnion ſpeak too much, and apply the 
metaphoric ſea-language with too 
accuracy for one in his condition. 


« His ſea characters were ſo entertaining to the pub- 


lic, and he was univerſally thought to have ſucceeded ſo 
_ wonderfully in drawing them, that he himſelf became 
fond of the work; yet he never was ſo exquiſitely ſuc- 
ceſsful, as in his firit attempt in Tom Bowling, 
It has been ſaid, that Smollett was not ſucceſsful in 
drawing female characters; yet the principal female in 
his romances is always of the ſtricteſt purity of mind and 


great minuteneſs and 
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manners. The character of Emilia in Peregrine Pickle, 
the gayeſt perhaps of them all, is at the ſame time watch- 
ful and ſpirited. She does not indeed lecture on virtue 
like a profeſſor of moral philoſophy, nor is ſhe decked 
in all the flowery ornaments with which the heroines of 
romance are ſometimes adorned. She always appears in 
the ſimple dreſs, ſo becoming, and ſo peculiarly natural 
to young Engliſh ladies of virtue and good ſenſe *.” “. 
His Adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom diſplay the 
_ ſame ſpirit and vivacity, the ſame facility and variety of ex- 
preſſion, which characteriſe his other writings. Invention, 
_ CharaCter, deſcription, incident, and knowledge of man- 
Find, are to be found in this romance; it has many ſcenes 
4 : of exquiſite humour, many admirable ſtrokes of pointed 
1 ſatire, and many delicate touches of genuine pathos; yet 
4 there is no injuſtice in placing it in a rank below Roderick 
Random and Peregrine Pickle. In many parts of the ſtory, 
he has delightfully copied the ſtyle and manner of his ma- 
ſter Le Sage; but he has deviated from his model, in repre- 
ſenting the hero of the piece, not as an agreeable liber- 
tine, but as a profligate adventurer, utterly devoid of 
principle, and in conducting him through ſcenes, which, 
if not altogether unexampled in modern life, are at leaſt, 
in many inſtances, incompatible with reaſon, nature, and 
probability. It is profeſſedly written to unfold the myſ- 
teries of fraud, to inſtruct the ignorant, to ſubject folly 
to ridicule, and vice to indignation; to rouſe the ſpirit of 
mirth, wake the ſoul of compaſſion, and touch the ſecret 
ſprings that move the heart. If he has failed in the at- 
tempt to render his work ſufficiently inſtructive, intereſt- 
ing and affecting, it is, upon the whole, entertaining, 
and not immoral, though in ſome places very indelicate; 
but the characters of the principal perſonage and his 
wicked aſſociates, are repreſented in ſuch horrible fea- 
tures, that humanity is ſhocked, and the imagination is 
diſguſted. The repreſentation of a virtuous character, 
in oppoſition to the adventurer, contributes, it muſt be 
owned, in ſome degree, to relieve the attention from a 
ſucceſſion of vicious objects; and the awful juſtice which 
is diſtributed to him in the cataſtrophe, is calculated to 
anſwer the moral ends which Smollett profeſſes; but the 
| ® Moore's Life of Smolletr. SED: 
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advantage of introducing vicious and profligate characters 
into a moral production, by way of expoſing them to 
ſhame and ridicule, may be reaſonably doubted; for a 
ſeries of crimes and follies may give a mind, unſeaſoned 
by experience, an inſight into vice, which the good mo- 
ral drawn from them may not prevent being put in prac- 
tice. When this, and other deductions are made, which 

morality and criticiſm require, the romance of Count Fa- 
 thom may be conſidered, not only as a pleaſing and harm 
| leſs production, but as affording a ſtrong proof of his 
knowledge of human nature, the powers of his invention, 

and his talents for pictureſque and pathetic deſcription. It 
may be aſſerted without hazard of conttadiCtion, that his 
_ deſcription of a ſtorm, when Fathom was benighted in a fo- 
reſt in Lorraine, and the tranſaCtions at a cottage, frequent- 
ed by a band of murderers, is wrought up to a pitch of hor- 
_ ror which exceeds the moſt terrible touches in the Caſ- 

tle of Otranto,“ „ the Romance of the Foreſt,” or “ the 
Myſteries of Udolpho.” Fathom is a highly finiſhed vil- 
lain, unrivalled by any character that has been invented 
by the Engliſh noveliſts, except perhaps that of © Zelu-_ 
co.“ The ſituations which afford Smollett an opportu- 


5 nity of introducing the hiſtory of a faſhionable phyſician 


in the metropolis, are deſcribed, perhaps, with injudici- 
_ ous prohixity, but with great force of humour and ſatire. 
In the dedication of this novel, Smollett has endea- 
voured to obviate the objections to which it is liable, and 


offered a fair and impreſſive apology for repreſenting a 


A novel is a large diffuſed picture, comprehending 
the characters of life diſperſed in different groupes, and 
exhibited in various attitudes, for the purpoſe of an uni- 


character that ſeems calculated to ſmooth the paſſage to 


- form plan and general concurrence, to which every indi- 


_ vidual figure is ſubſervient. But his plan cannot be exe- 
_ cuted with propriety, probability, or ſucceſs, without a 
principal perſonage to attract the attention, unite the 
incidents, unwind the clue of the labyrinth, and at laſt 
cloſe the ſcene by virtue of his own importance. 
„ Almoſt all the heroes of this kind who have ſuc- 
ceeded on the Engliſh ſtage, are characters of tranſcend- 
ent worth, conducted through the viciſſitudes of for- 
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tune, to that goal of happineſs, which ever ought to be 
the repoſe of extraordinary deſert. Yet, the ſame prin- 
ciple by which we rejoice at the remuneration of merit, 
will teach us to llt the diſgrace and diſcomſiture of 
vice, which is always an example of extenſive uſe and in- 
fluence, becauſe it leaves a deep impreſſion of terror upon 
the minds of thoſe who were not confirmed in the pur- 
| ſuit of morality and virtue, and while the balance wavers, | 
enables the right ſcale, to preponderate. 
ee In the drama, which is a more limited feld of i in- 
vention, the chief perſonage is often the object of our 
deteſtation and abhorrence, and we are as well pleaſed 
to ſee the wicked ſchemes of a Richard blaſted, and the 
perfidy of a Maſtawell expoſed, as to behold a Bevuil 0p 
_ BY, and an Edward victorious. 

6 The impulſes of fear, which is the moſt Wien and 
intereſting of all the paſſions, remain longer than any 
other upon the memory; and for one that is allured to 
virtue by the contemplation of that peace and happineſs 
which it beſtows, an hundred are deterred from the prac- 
tice of vice, by that infamy and puniſhment to which it 
is liable from the laws and regulations of mankind. *? _ 

It will not be thought ſurpriſing, that the author of 
4 Zeluco” ſhould be eager to refute the objections which 
have been made to the author of Count Fathom, for hav- 


ing choſen his prineipal. character from the Purlieus of 5 


treachery and fraud. 
„ Many have thought, that to render the 1 
perſonage of the piece natural and intereſting, he ought al- 


ways to be of a mixed character; accordingly, moſt of 


the heroes of romances and comedies are agreeable liber- 
tines; but to intermingle many amiable qualities with 
8 manners in thoſe ideal characters, may have 

done harm. The allurements of the firſt are apt to have 


a tendency to weaken the reader's abhorrence of the ſe- . 


cond. If the hero of A dona, therefore, 18 deſeribed 


4 To honour virtue, and to juſtify himſelf from the ſuſpicion, of a par- 
tiality for vice, Smollett, many years aſter, introduced the adventurer 
Fathom into his Expedition of Humphry Clinker, under the name of Grieve, 
ſettled as a ractitioner in ſurgery and phyſic in a village in Vorkſhire, 
and univerſally reſpected among the commonalty of the UEIIS. as 2 
prodigy of SHALE! piety; and benevolence. | 
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devoid of principle, and perfidious, the more deteſtable 


he is made in all other reſpects, the better will the work 


ſerve the purpoſes of morality. 


« To relieve the mind from the continued horror 


which a ſeries of vicious actions would create, this work 


is varied by ſcenes of humour, by animated and pictu- 


reſque deſcriptions, by incidents of melting tenderneſs. 
Of the firſt, however, the Doctor has been more ſparing 


in Ferdinand Fathom than in either of his preceding no- 
vels ; but his deſcription of a land ſtorm in a foreſt, and 
the tranſactions at a cottage, frequented by a band of 
murderers, are exquiſitely calculated for exciting that ſpe- 
cies of horror which is ſo intereſting to many readers; 
but in what he denominates a midnight pilgrimage to 
 Monimia's tomb, it muſt be acknowledged, that the pa- 
thetic effect which was intended, is greatly diminiſhed 


by the romantic improbability of the incidents *.“ 
His Adventures of Sir Launcelot Greaves are related 


with the ſame vivacity and energy of expreſſion which 
characteriſe his other productions. The ſtory, though 
improbable, is conducted with much humour; and though _ 
the plan is borrowed from Don Quixote, it is truly ori- 
ginal in the execution. It has many characters well 
drawn, many entertaining incidents, and many fine ſtrokes 
of genius, nature, and paſſion. The character of Sir 
Tauncelot, a youth of elevated mind, aCtuated by the no- 
bleſt and moſt benevolent principles, is formed on that 
_ of the grave knight of La Mancha; and Squire Crabſhaw 


bears a ludicrous reſemblance to his facetious proto- 


type, Sancho Panza; yet they are not tame, unenter- 
taining copies. They reſemble, without imitating, and 


remind us of what imparted exquiſite enjoyment, with- 
out diminiſhing their own novelty. Readers unacquaint- 
ed with Don Quixote and his Squire, will be delight- 


ed with Sir Launcelot and Crabſbaw ; thoſe who have 


attended that mirror of chivalry through the courſe 


of his ſtrange adventures, and liſtened with wonder to 
the ſhrewd remarks of Sancho, will be ſurpriſed at the 


poſſibility of giving originality to characters formed upon 


that model. The portraits of Crowe, Ferret, Oakley, 5 


and ſome others, are truly characteriſtic, and demonſtra- 


. * Moore's Life of Smollett, 
Vel. I. | 3 5 
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tive of the genuine humour, ſatirical talents, and bene- 


volent heart of the writer. Crowe is a ſeaman eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſhed from Bowling, Trunnion, Pipes, or Hatchway. 
It has been ſaid, that Shakſpeare has drawn a natural 
character in Caliban, not to be found in nature; it may 
with equal reaſon be affirmed, that Crowe is a true ſea- 
man that never exiſted, who talks in tropes and figures 


borrowed from his profeſſion, but never uſed before. 


Smollett may be ſaid to have invented a language for this 


amphibious ſpecies, ſo extremely natural, that nothing 
can be better adapted to expreſs the l The ora- 


tion of Sir Launcelot to an election mob, is in the true 


ſpirit of Cervantes. The night-ſcene in a private mad- 


houſe is drawn with uncommon force of judgment and 
of fancy. The ruin of Captain Clewline and his family, 
enforces, with aſtoniſhing eloquence, the madneſs and in- 


famy of paternal tyranny. With great merit, this romance 


has many defects, ſome of which might have been ob- 


viated, if he had beſtowed more time and reflection upon 
it; but {till it muſt have appeared to great diſadvantage | 


after the Don Quixote of Cervantes. The principal cha- Z 


racters, unleſs we except that of the heroine 1s Dar- 


nel, are altogether incompatible with modern manners, 


: which ought not to be, as the ſcenes are laid in modern 


times. His oaths and execrations are indecent and unne- 


ceſſary; a fault with which his preceding novels are, in 


many inſtances, juſtly chargeable. Many of the humor- 
ous characters are exaggerated beyond all bounds of pro- 


bability, and certain perſons are too often introduced, par- 


ticularly Captain Crowe, whoſe ſea jargon, though charac- 
_ teriſtic, is ſometimes diſguſting. | 


His Adventures of an Atom belong to the claſs of compo- 


tions in fictitious h. ſtory, i in the form rather than the ſub- 


| tance of the work, which conſiſts of real characters and 


| hiſtorical incidents, aggravated and embelliſhed by humour 


. and fancy, and tinged by the dark hues of political pre- 


judice. This ſpecies of romance was firſt introduced in- 


to the Englith language by Mrs. Manley, in the“ Me- 


moirs of the New Atlantis,“ to ſtigmatize the whig ad- 


- miniſtration in the reign of Queen Anne. It was after- 


Wards improved by Swift, who blended in his political 


humour and ſatire, ridicule and reality, with 
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inimitable art and originality, and advanced to perfec. 
tion by Dr. Arbuthnot, in the Hiſtory of John Bull.“ 
The plan of this performance combines the wild extrava- 
gance of Rabelais, and the broad caricature of Mrs. Man- 
ley, with the ſplendid humour of Swift, and the brilliant 
wit and profound erudition of Dr. Arbuthnot. He takes 
the advantage of the Pythagorean doQtrine of tranſmigra- 
tion to endue his atom with reaſon and the organs of ſpeech, 
which he excites in the brain of Mr. Nathaniel Peacock, who 
writes down what it dictates of the hiſtory of one period, 
during which it underwent ſome ſtrange revolutions in the 
empire of Japan (England), and was conſcious of ſome 
political anecdotes, to be divulged for the inſtruction of 
Britiſh miniſters. He profeſſes to give a plain narrative of 
hiſtorical incidents, © without pretending to philoſophize 
like H=—e, or dogmatize like S——tt.” The characters 
of the chiefs who diſputed the adminiſtration of Japan, 
are drawn in the high ſtyle of recogniſable caricature. 
The portraits of King George II. and the Duke of 
Cumberland are aggravated with ſtrokes of ſatire ; and 
the leaders of the whig party, with the exception of the 
Earl of Hardwick, © the wiſeſt man, and the greateſt 
cypher,“ are ſtigmatized as a ſet of ſordid knaves, utterly 
devoid of ſentiment and integrity. Even the Earl of 
Bute and Lord Mansfield, the favourite ſubjects of his 
panegyric, are expoſed to the virulence of his fatire, and 
the keen ſhafts of his ridicule. From our knowledge of 
Smollett's character, we expect, what we find in this 
work, ideas that indicate a firm and lofty mind, and a 
diction ardent and energetic, correſpondent. to the feel- 
ings of his heart. Though it is inferior, upon the whole, 
to his other novels, for ingenuity and contrivance in the 
compoſition, and for obſervation of life, it is written, for 
the moſt, with his uſual humour, animation, and felici- 
ty of expreſſion. His compariſon of the Council Board to 
the allegorical fable of Cebes, is well managed; and bis 
digrethons on ſurnames, breeches, alchemy, magic, necro- | 
manch, and ſorcery, diſplay that peculiar combination of 
profound learning and genuine humour, which forms the 
baſis of ludicrous compoſition. In his repreſentation of _ 
perſonal characters, he is molt liable to cenſure. Po- 
tical prejudice never appears more juſtly reprehenſible, 


\ 
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than when it attempts to caſt a veil over diſtinguiſhed 
merit, and loads exalted characters with obloquy. There 
can hardly be any contemplation more painful than to 
dwell on the virulent exceſſes of a man of genius; and 
yet the utility of ſuch contemplation may be equal to the 
pain. The {trength and the acuteneſs of ſenſation which 
partly conſtitute genius, have a great tendency to pro- 
duce virulence, if the mind is not perpetually on its guard 
againſt that ſubtile, inſinuating, and corroſive poiſon, 
hatred againſt all whoſe opinions are oppoſite to our own. 
In this performance,” Dr. Moore juſtly obſerves, 
„ Smollett combines the manner of Swift and Rabelais; 
while in many parts he equals their humour, he has not 
always avoided their indelicacy, and has ſometimes fol- 
lowed the wild extravagance of the latter. Prejudice has 
certainly guided his pencil in drawing the portraits, or 
rer e ww Ye” at N this work, n 


Arbuthnot 9 9 . 
In his Expedition f 1 Clinker, 1 he; 2 nde 
the extravagancies which may be juſtly charged to Count 
= Fathom, Sir Launcelot Greaves, and the Adventures of an 
Atom, and adhered cloſely to nature and probability. 
From the wild excurſions of fancy, invention is brought 
home to range through the probable occurrence of fami- 
Har life. It has no extravagant characters, no unnatural 
fituationsz on the contrary, an admirable knowledge of 
life and manners is diſplayed, and moſt uſeful leflons are 
given, applicable and intereſting to the inferior ſocieties 
of life. It poſlefles all the characteriſtic excellencies of 
dhe belt efforts of his genius; ſtrong ſenſe and vigour of 
imagination, maſculine humour, variety of original cha- 
racters, juſt obſervations on life, pictureſque deſcription, 
alan vivacity and elegance of expreſſion. It is the pro- 
. duction of mind enriched and mellowed by experience, 
. and foftened, not ſoured by misfortune, After run- 
| * Moore's Life of Smollett, | 
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ning a long courſe, he appears vigorous, freſh, and un- 
exhauſted, He retains his natural warmth and ſplen- 
dour. He ſets like the ſun in a clear ſummer evening, lu- 
minous and majeſtic. This work is characteriſed by that 
facility and ſimple elegance, by that livelineſs and poignan- 
cy of imagination, which are almoſt peculiar. to himſelf. 
With him, an adherence to ſimplicity of fable has not 
produced the effects of dulneſs, nor excluded the plea- 
ſure of novelty. The inimitable deſcriptions of life, 
which diſtinguiſh his other works, receive, if poſſible, 
an additional force from the epiſtolary form in which 
this novel is written; which is farther enhanced by 
the contraſt that ariſes from the general alternate in- 
ſertion of the letters of the ſeveral correſpondents. In- 
| ſtead of viſionary ſcenes and perſons, the uſual ſubjects 
of romance, we are frequently preſented with uncommon 
_ anecdotes, and curious exhibitions of real life, deſcribed 
in ſuch a manner, as to afford a pleaſure even ſuperior to 
_ what ariſes from the portraits of fancy. The character 
of Matthew Bramble, at once ſo amiable, ſo diſtreſsful, 
and fo ludicrous, and thoſe of Tabitha and Liſmabago, are 
painted with the higheſt touches of diſcriminating hu- 
mour and expreſſion. . As to Humphry Clinker, he is on- 
ly to be conſidered as the nominal hero of the piece; but 
his character, as well as that of Winifred Jenkins, is al- 
moſt unanticipated, and highly comic. The letters from 
Bramble and Melford upon their tour to North Britain, 
contain many delineations of ſcenery, and repreſenta- 
tions of life and manners, that not only gratify curioſity, 
but alſo tend to correct many wrong notions concerning 
that part of the iſland. We are every where entertained 
with the narration or deſcription of ſomething intereſt- 
ing and extraordinary, calculated at once to amuſe the 
imagination and releaſe the underſtanding from prejudice. 
Every character appears what we ſee it in life, and every 
circumſtance of every perſon is copied with the utmoſt ac. 
curacy from where it really exiſts, almoſt without exag- 


iſtics, and the incidents are replete with mirth and humour; 
and it is one of the few works of invention produced by 
the Engliſh writers, which will always continue in requeſt, 
A very obvious ſimilitude is obſervable between the 
e „ ] 5 


geration. The whole correſpondence is highly character- 
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three heroes of+Smollett's chief productions. Roderick 
Random, Pereprine Pickle, and Matthew Bramble, are all 
brothers of the ſame family. The fame generotity and 

benevolence, the ſame ſatirical, cynical diſpoſition, are 
the diſtinguiſhing and chura&eriftic features of all three 

but they are far from being ſervile copies, or imifations 

of each other. Theſe feigned characters, as they ap- 
peared in ſucceſſion, ſeem 'to have been intended as a 
repreſentation of the author's own character, in the dif- 
ferent ſtages and ſituations of his liſe. 

With reſpect to the general merit of Humphry Clinker, | 
the preſent writer is happy to coincide in mn with 
Dr. Moore. 
e In Humphry Olinker he andy attempts any Kory” "I 
it is a mere vehicle for characters, and remarks on life 
and manners. The characters of the different correſpqnd- 
ents are ſupported throughout with the utmoſt propriety, 
and the peculiar ſtyle ſuitable to each writer is maintain- 
ed with more preciſion than in any romance in the * 
dolary form with which I am acquainted. 
Elf we except the character of L. — kink fea- 
tures of which, though highly comic, are extravagantly 
ſtretched, Dr. Smolſett has avoided the marvellous, and 
adhered more cloſely to nature and to familiar life, than 
in any of his other romances. It 1s peculiarly entertain- 
ing to obſerve his addreſs and attention to nature, in the 
different repreſentations of the ſame places and people 


and tranſactions, by the different characters. 


Many uſeful leſſons are given for the conduct of life, 
particularly in the ſtory of Mr. Baynard, who is brought 
to the brink of ruin by the vanity of his wife, and the 
_ good-natured facility of his temper. The whole of Bram 
Bie account of the Jemple of Cold Reception is adm. 
rably taken from nature. 
„„The letters of Tabitha n and . . Jenkins | 
are pleaſingly characteriſtic, and capable of ſurpriſing the 
molt ſolemn of mankind into laughter, if their features | 
be not kept ſteady by ſtupidity as well as pride. 
From the aſſemblies of high life, Dr. Smollett 
thought that humour was baniſhed by ceremony, affect- 
ation, and cards; that nature being caſtigated almoſt to till 
* mirth never appeared but in an inſt pu grin. His ex· 
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treme fondneſs for humour, therefore, led him to ſeek 

it where it was to be found, namely, in the inferior ſo- 

cieties of life, which, in deſpite of the acuteneſs with 

which he ſeized and deſcribed” it, has 2 epeneh him to the 

cenſure of the faſtidious. 

Dr. Smollett ſeems, when he wrote Humphry Clink- 

er, to have been conſcious of the diſcontent and 8 

neſs that appear in his Letters from France and Ital : 

and to have had a juſt notion of his own charaCter. Nei. 5 

ther Le Sage nor Fielding, had they been intimately ac- 
quainted with him, could have drawn it more truly, nor 

with more humour, than it appears in the letters of 

Matthew Bramble. 

„ The ſimilitude among the FRI of Random, 
Pickle, and Bramble, has been repeatedly remarked. The 
two former diſplay the ſame fondneſs for practical jokes 

which was obſerved in Smollett when a boy, the ſame 
ſpirit in expoſing preſumptuous ignorance, ſtigmatizing 

 hypoerify, repelling pride, and applauding merit, that he 

_ diſplayed in his meridian ; and in the letters of Mattherw 

HBramble, the ſame peeviſhneſs that Smollett himſelf be- 
_ trays in his Travels, with that ſenſibility, benevolence, 
and generoſity of. diſpoſition, which he Poſfeſſed from the 
beginning to the end of his life “..“ _ 
The character of Smollett as a noveliſt, has Sag 
drawn with diſcrimination and humour by Mr. Cumber- 
land, an ingenious noveliſt, dramatiſt, and effayiſt of the 
preſent age, in an allegorical repreſentation of the cha- 
racters of the moſt eminent of his predeceſſors, Richard- 
ſon, Fielding, and Smollett, as drivers of a . : 
in his novel of Henry.“ . 
„There was a third, ſomewhat . in time, not 
in talents, who was indeed a rough driver, and rather 
too ſevere to his cattle; but in faith he carried us at a 
merry pace, over land or ſea; nothing came amiſs to 
him, for he was up to both elements, and a match for 
Nature in every ſhape, character, and degree; he was 
not very courteous, it muſt be owned, for he had a ca- 
pacity for higher things, and was above his buſineſs; he 
wanted only a little more ſuavity and diſcretion | to have 
tigured with the beſt .“ 
Moore's Life of Smolletr, 4 Henry, Book II. 
. . 5 huy 
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$ 


The relation of his Travels, written in low ſpirits, bad 
health, and ill-humour, deſerves to be mentioned with 
reſpect, for that ſpirit of - freedom, happily tempered by 
the judgment and ſenſibility which animates his obſerva- 


tions, and the energy and elegant ſimplicity of the lan- 


uage. His deſcriptions, though not luxuriant, are, it 


muſt be owned, ſometimes indelicate; and his remarks, 


though not ſuperkicial, are ſometimes peeviſh ; ; but theſe 


defects are amply compenſated by the inſight he gives us 


into the genius, manners, cuſtoms, and government of 


the different people whom he characteriſes. We ſee a 
man of ſenſe, and of an independent ſpirit, diveſted of 
partiality, reaſoning with freedom upon every occurrence, 


and exhibiting a naked view of objecks and characters. 


If he is ſometimes. petulant and illiberal, and on ſome 


occaſions loſes his temper, ſome excuſe is to be made for 


a frame convulſed by diſeaſe, a ſpirit wounded. by ingra- 


titude, and a life embittered by diſappointment and do- 
meſtic calamity. Under ſuch impreſſions, perhaps, he 
' ought not to have written; but it was natural ſor him 


% 


to ſeek for comfort and conſolation ina purſuit from 


which he had been accuſtomed to receive ſolace, and 


upon which his ſubſiſtence depended. The conſideration 


of his bodily and mental ſufferings need not, however, 


be offered to extenuate faults, but to increaſe our admi- 


ration of his work. Though he had grief and diſtemper 


to give a more ſombre and leſs pleaſant caſt than uſual 
to his letters, yet they are, on the whole, highly inſtruc- 
tive and entertaining. With the exceptions above-men- 
tioned, they are calculated not only to gratify every crav- 
ing of rational curioſity, but to deſtroy error and falſe 
taſte, to improve our acquaintance with men and things, = 

do diſplay a comparative ſketch of human nature, to eſta- 


bliſh true notions of life and living, and to endear Bri- 


tain and its free conſtitution to Britons. 


« I chiefly conſulted,” ſays Lord Gardenſtone, © 2 Keyſler, ; 
Moore, and Smollett. 1 was beſt pleaſed with my old and 


excellent friend Smollett. Teſty and diſcontented as he is, 


he writes with perſpicuity ; ; his obſervations are generally : 


I an and even his oddities are entertaining *,” _ 


he nidicule,” ſays Dr. Moore, © which he endea- 


hs - "Traveling Memarandums, Vol. 1. 3 


8 


3 
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yours to throw on French manners, and the exaggera- 


tions with which he deſcribes certain uſages in France 
and Italy, would be more entertaining if he had paid due 


regard to the following remark which he himſelf makes. 


in the fifth letter: «There are certain mortifying views 
of human nature, which ought undoubtedly to be con- 
cealed as much as poſſible, in order to prevent giving of- 
fence; for he afterwards adds ſome naſty cuſtoms of 
both the French and Italians, with ſuch energy of de- 
ſcription, as excite a nauſea equal to what could have 


been raiſed by the real preſence of the objects deſcribed. 
e In Smollett's letters, however, there are many ex- 
cellent and uncommon obſervations 5 and on their firſt 


appearance, they pleaſed in general, notwithſtanding the 


cynic ſtyle in which they are written, and they pleaſed 


ſome on that very account. But after Sterne's ſarcaſm 


appeared, many who had admired and praiſed them be- 
fore, now condemned them as devoid of taſte z and ſome 
who had reliſned them on account of their high- coloured 
painting of certain cuſtoms among the French and Ita- 
| Hans, now cenſured them as illiberal, and full of nation- 


al reflections *.” 


As a dramatift, his genius is of a leſs conſiderable cha- 
racter than might be expected from his unrivalled talent 


for the deſcription of life and manners. He was in poſ- 


ſeſſion of humour and fancy; his wit had every character 
of fertile invention, true pleaſantry, and flexibility to 
every ſubject; he was capable of delineating the indivi- 
dual object with peculiar happineſs; but he beheld his 
powers in a light which deceived him, when he aimed 
at bringing his characters into the buſineſs of the ſtage, 
and creating a dramatic ſeries of events, confined to the 
unities of time and place. Here his knowledge of imi- 
tative repreſentation, and acquaintance with the jeu de 
theatre failed him, but not his talents for perſonative po- 
etry. The tragedy of he Regicide will be thought a very 
great effort of genius, conſidering the early age of the 
author when he finiſhed it. Though reckoned undrama- 
tic, declamatory, and unintcreſting, it unqueſtionably 
excels, in language, pathos, fituation, and every other 


dramatic requiſite, moſt of the tragedies which were pre- 
_ * Moore's Life of Smollett. | 5 
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ſented to the public at the time. It exhibits not only a 


ſucceſſion of juſt ſentiments in elegant language, but a 


repreſentation of natural affections. It is animated, ner- 
vous, and pathetic, The conduct of the fable may be 


thought exceptionable, but it poſſeſſes complication and 
variety. The principal characters are ſkiltully diſcrimi- 


nated, and well ſupported. The character of the virtu- 
ous, brave, but unfortunate Dunbar, is finely contraſted 
with the headſtrong, fierce, ambitious Stuart, while the 


amiable Eleonora, eſteeming the firſt, but in ſpite of her- 


| ſelf, loving the latter, is diſtracted between her paſſion 
ol her duty. The Regicide may be added to ſome other 
plays in our language, which, though poſſeſſed of conſi- 


derable merit, have never been able to procure admiſſion 


on the ſtage, but continue to pleaſe in the cloſet. It is 
cenſured by Churchill witk great ſatirical ſeverity, in the 


following lines of his — Apology te to the Critical Review- 
ers.“ ! Y | 


| Who ever read the Revicide, but ſwore _ 
Ihe author wrote as man ne'er wrote before. 
Wt Others for plots and underplots may call, 
Here's the right method—have no plot at all. 

Who can fo often in his cauſe engage, 
The tiny pathos of the Grecian ſtage. 5 of 
0” W hile horrors riſe, and tears ſpontaneous flow, ; 

As tragic ha! and no leſs tragic oh! 
Io praite his nervous weaknels all agree, 
And then lor ſweetneſs, who ſo ſweet as he ? ? 
Too big for utterance when ſorrows ſwell, 
The too big ſorrows flowing tears muſt tell. 
But when theſe flowing tears muſt ceaſe to flow, 
Why then the verſe muſt ſpeak in, you know. b 


"Ty The Retriſal, he evinces dramatic powers, which, if 


he had perſevered in writing for the ſtage, might have 
obtained him equal diſtinction in this department of li- 
terature. His comic genius has ſhown itſelf very con- 
ſpicuouſly i in this after-ptece. There is throughout the 
performance a cloſe imitation of nature. The blunders 
of the Iriſhman are none of them forced; they are ſuch 


as cannot fail to ſtrike, and provoke laughter, becauſe. 


| © there are none of them that have not been heard, at ſome 
time or other, to fall from the mouth of ſuch a der. 

There is a mixture of pride, pedantry, ſtiffneſs, and hu- 
manity in the Scotchman, that marks him very ſtrongly. 


x he Frenchman is finely diſtinguiſhed.; his e 
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his cowardice, his making love, and his rage, are highly 
comic. To flatter the common Englith prejudice againſt 
the French, he is perhaps too much debaſed, and treated 
with illiberal contempt 3 though Lienen? Lyon's con- 
cluding ſpeech makes ſome amends for this fault. The 
character of the Engliſh ſailor, though very ſhort, is 
drawn with great enttihieſy and 1s perhaps equal to any 
now on the ſtage. If this piece had been ſo planned as 
to ſurniſh a few more incidents, and if the ſcenes had 
been thorter, and ſometimes e the whole would 
have been more entertaining. 
As a poet, his compoſitions are fo excellent; 6 as to make 
us regret that they are not more numerous. His flexible 
genius is adapted to various kinds of poetry; to the 
ſprightly as well as the ſerious; to the deſcriptive as well 
as the amatory; to the ſevere energy of ſatire, as well 
as to the higher tones, and more delicate effuſions of the 
lyre. Lively, humorous, witty, elegant, tender, ſatiri- 
cal, pathetic, and ſublime, he is happy and ſucceſsful _ 
in whatever the univerſality of his genius prompts him to 
undertake. He ſtrikes, with equal facility, the lyres of 
Pindar, Anacreon, Horace, Tibullus, and Juvenal, and 
the chords anſwer to the pulſe of his heart. His ſpirit, 
'his ſentiment, his language, are full of nature, enthuſi- 
aſm, and ſimplicity. Exquiſite deſcription, poignant hu- 
mour, and felicity of diction and verſification, are the 
characteriſtics of his lighter pieces; an enthuſiaſtic, in- 


* | 
dependent, and vigorous tone of fentiment, richneſs of 


imagery,” boldneſs and magnitude of conception, and 
| warmth and energy of expreſſion, characteriſe his grave 
and more dignified compolitions, in the lofty be of 
imagination. 
His Ode to Independence, the preateſt effort of his ge- 
nius, rivals, in ſpirit and ſublimity, in ſtrength of con- 
ception and beauty of colouring, the ſublime odes of 
Dryden, Akenſide, Collins, and Gray, the great maſters 
of the Britiſh lyre. The lineage, education, and achiev- 
ments of Independence, are deicribed with ſtrength of 
judgment, and fertility of fancy; and the influence of | 
that power on his own mind, in preſerving him from ſer- 
vility, and enabling him to look with contempt on titled 
folly and e e is N with the 
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energy of ſublime ſentiment, and the charms of yang 
and animated image = 
The beautics of this Ode, 3 it is unneceſſary. to point out, 
and comment upon, as they have been ſelected with all 
the preciſion of taſte, and illuſtrated with all the force of 
eloquence, in the Ob/ervations of Profeſſor Richardſon, 
with whom, in his eſtimation of its general merit, the 
preſent writer perfectly concurs. 
Lyric poetry imitates violent and ardent deen. 
It is therefore bold, ardent, and impetuous. It abounds 
with animated ſentiments, glowing images, and forms of 
ſpeech, often unuſual, but commonly nervous and expreſ- 
five. The compoſition. and arrangement of parts may 
often appear diſordered, and the tranſitions ſudden; but 
they are always natural, and are governed by the move- 
ments and variations of the imitated paſſions. The Ode 
10 9 will illuſtrate theſe obſervations. 
The introduction 18 Pe and Wut, 


Thy ſpirit, independence, let me ſhare, | 

Lord of the lion heart and eagle eye; 

„ ſteps I follow with my boſom bare, 
Nor heed the ſtorm that howls along the ſky. 


1 The picture exhibited 3 in theſe lines is ſtriking, b 5 
the circumſtances are happily choſen, briefly and diſtinc- 
ly delineated. It is ſublime, becauſe the images are few, 
and in themſelves great and magnificent. * Hon: . - -- 
heart and eagle eye ſuggeſt an idea of the high ſpirit and 
commanding aſpect of Independence: and the poet fol- 
lowing with his © boſom bare,” denotes, in a peer 3 
manner, the eagerneſs and enthuſiaſm of the votary. e 
laſt circumſtance 1 is peculiarly happy: 
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Nor heed the orm that howls along the 7. 


It marks che ſcene: it is unexpected, and excites s ſurpriſe : 
it is great and awful, and excſtes aſtoniſhment. Com- 
bined with the preceding circumſtance, it conveys a beau- 
tiful allegorical meaning; and ſignifies, that a mind tru- 
ly independent, is ſuperior to adverſity, and unmoved 
by external accidents. We may obſerve too, in regard 
to the diction, that the notions of ſound and motion com- 
municated by the words © how!” and “e along,” contri- 
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bute, in a peculiar manner, to the ſublimity of the de- 
ſcription. LY | nb Ong 
Lord of the lion heart and eagle eye, 1 


Thy ſteps I follow with my boſom bare, 
Nor heed the ſtorm that howls along the ſky. 


Theſe lines are written in the true ſtyle of lyric poetry. 

Without preparing the mind by a cool artificial introduc- 
tion, riſing gradually to the impetuoſity of paſſion, they 
aſſail the imagination by an abrupt and ſudden impulſe ; 


they vibrate through the ſoul, and fire us inſtantaneouſl 


with all the ardour and enthuſiaſm of the poet. Many 
of the odes of Horace are compoſed in the ſame ſpirit, 
and produce ſimilar effects. Without any previous ar- 
gument or introduction, in the fulneſs of paſſion and 
imagination, he breaks out in bold, powerful, and im- 


petuous figures. 


Quo me, Bacche, rapis, tui. 
Plenum? Quæ nemora aut quos ago in ſpecus 
Velox mente nova ? IS | 


Qualem miniſtrum fulminis alitem——— 


The poet, full of enthuſiaſm and admiration, continues 


his proſopopeia; and, in a ſtrain of poetry exceedingly 
uild and romantic, gives us the genealogy of Independence. 


7 A goddeſs violated brought thee forth, 
Immortal Liberty, whoſe look ſublime 


2 . 


Hach bleach'd the tyrant's cheek in every varying clime. | 


According to the acceptation of our author, Liberty 


means the ſecurity of our lives and poſſeſſions, and free- 
dom from external force: Independence is of higher im- 
port, and denotes that internal ſenſe and conſciouſneſs of 
freedom which beget magnanimity, fortitude, and that 
becoming pride which leads us to reſpect ourſelves, and 
do nothing unworthy of our condition. Liberty, there- 
fore is, with perfect propriety, ſaid to be the mother of 
Independence, and Diſdain his father. Diſdain ariſing 
From indignation againſt an oppreſſor, and triumph on 
| having fruſtrated or eſcaped his malice. This ſtern per- 
 lonage is ſtrongly characteriſed in the following direct 


deſcription. 
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Of ample front the portly chief appear'd : 

The hunted bear ſupply'd a ſhaggy veſt; 

The drifted ſnow hung on his yellow beard ; 
And his broad ſhoulders brav d the furious blast. 


« Men may enjoy liberty without independence : they 
may be tecure in their perſons and poſſeſſions, without 
feeling any uncommon elevation of mind, or any ſenſe | 
of their freedom. But if their liberty is attacked, they 
are alarmed, they feel the value of their condition; they 
are moved with indignation againſt their oppreſſors, they, 
exert themſelves, and if they are ſucceſsful, or eſcape 
the danger that threatened them, they triumph, they re- 
flect on the happineſs and dignity conferred by free- 
dom, they applaud themſelves for their exertions, be- 
- come magnanimous and independent. There is there- 
tore no leſs propriety in deducing the origin of Inde- 
pendence from Diſdain and Liberty, than in fixing the 
zra of his birth. The Saxons, according to our author, 
free, timple, and inoffenſive, were attacked, eſcaped the 
violence of their adverſary, reflected on the felicity FE 
their condition, and learned independence. 5 
Ihe education of Independence, and the ſcene "of - 
His nativity, are ſuited to illuſtrious lineage, and to the 1 
high achievements for which he was deſtined. 


The light he w! in Alien er plains, 
Where under cover of a flowering thorn, 
While Philome] renew'd her warbled ſtrains. 5 
Une auſpicious fruit of ſlol'n embrace was borne 
The mountain Dryads ſeized with joy, 
The ſmiling infant to their charge conſign'd; 
The Doric muſe careſs'd the favourite boy; 
. he hermit Wiſdom ſtor'd his 3 mind — 


« The | imagery i in theſe lines is ſoft and agreeable, the 
language ſmooth, and the verſiſication numerous. 
DI Independence thus deſcended, and thus divinely in- 
ſtructed and endowed, diſtinguiſhes himſelf comms of 
5 by heroic and beneſicent actions. 5 


Accomplith'd ING * a d Ti way, 

And zealous rov'd from pole to pole, 

The rolls of right eternal to diſplay, 

And warm with patriot thoughts the aſpiring foul. 


* The ode may be divided into three parts. The poet 


THE LIFE OF SMOLLETT. cxxV 


ſets out with a brief addreſs to Independence, imploring 
his protection. He ſees, in idea, the high object of his 


adoration, and, tranſported by an ardent and irreſiſtible 


impulſe, he rehearſes his birth, education, and qualities. 


| He proceeds, in the ſecond place, to celebrate his office 


and moſt renowned achievements; and returns, at the 


end of the third ſtrophe, to acknowledge with gratitude 


the protection he had requeſted, and the power of inde- 
pendence in preſerving him untainted by the debaſing 
influences of Grandeur, and the admiration of vain mag- 
nificence. Animated with this reflection, and conſcious 


of the dignity annexe rs an independent ſtate of mind, 
« Minions of Fortune” who 


he inveighs againſt 


. would impoſe upon mankind by the oſtentation of wealth, 
and the parade of Pageantyy. 


- In Parrune? s car behold that minion ds 
With either India's glittering ſpoils oppreſt : 
So moves the ſumpter-mule,, in harneſs'd pride, 
That bears the treaſure which he cannot taſte. 
For him let venal bards diſgrace the bay, 
And hireling minſtrels wake the tinkling king; 3 
Her ſenſual ſnares let faithleſs Pleaſure lay, . 
And all her gingling-bells fantaſtic Folly ring ; : 
Diſquiet, Doubt, and Dread, ſhall intervene ; 
And Nature, ſtill to all her feel; ings juſt, 
In vengeance hang a damp on every ſcene, 
355 Shook from the baleful pinions of — 


D hols lies, embelliſhed by fancy, and med bo 1 
rhe heart by harmony, are the invective of truth and ho- | 


; * 


neſt indignation. 
In the laſt antitrophe the poet deſcends from his 


enthuſiaſm ; he is leſs impetuous ; the illuſtrious paſſions 
that animated and impelled him are exhauſted ; but they 
leave his mind full of their genuine and benign influences, 
not agitated and diſordered, as if their tendency had been 
vicious, but glowing with {cif-approbation, loft, gentle, 


and compoſed *. 


In his Advice and Reproef, he appears in che character 


ol a diſintereſted and indignant cenſor of the ſlaves of 


vile paſſions, the perpetrators of deteſtable vices, the 
dupes of folly, and the agents of fraud, corruption, and 
villany. He is keen, animated, moral, n and 


| C Ode te Indegendence, &c. 40, 17 755, 5. 9 
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exxviil THE LIFE OF SMOLLETT, 
judicious ; he holds forth to public execration the vices 
that degrade human nature, with manly indignation ; he 
cenſures the reigning and faſhionable follies "with great 
keenneſs of wit and force icule; but his acrimony, in 


many inſtances, is too ſevere, his indignation too violent, 


= and his chaſtiſement too indiſcriminate to produce refor- 
1 mation, the true object of ſatire. 
and cenſures miniſters, with all the dignity of independ- 
ence, and all the loftineſs of a mind that would not de- 
baſe itſelf ; yet, in many inſtances, he ſeems to have 
little elſe in view than to gratify private reſentment, or 
party-prejudice. His language is nervous, chaſte, and 
elegant; but the groſſneſs of ſome of his illuſtrations 
cannot fail to nauſeate. 


public indignation many offenders againſt both, who are 
they contemptuouſly defy all ſerious Teproof, tremble at 
the ſhafts of ridicule and ſatire. 

are marked by the different diſpoſitions which mult have 
Prevailed in different periods and ſituations of his life. 


__ admired. 


plicity of Tibullus. 
ner, intereſt and charm the reader of natural taſte. 
out every commendation. 


be thought of the ſubject, it unites a glow of poetical en- 


— * tender and beautiful ; 


He ridicules courts, 


In his outrageous indignation - 
_ againſt vice, he attacks crimes that are puniſhable by the 
laws of his country; even the weakneſs and incurable 
infirmities of human nature do not eſcape his acrimony. = 
The ſtrength and acuteneſs of his ſatirical genius, are, 
however, efficaciouſly diſplayed in theſe compoſitions, in 
the cauſe of virtue and decorum, by holding forth to 


not amenable to any other tribunal, and who, though 
the thoughts of ſeeing. their vices or follies attacked by 


His ſmaller poems, written chiefly on n ſub- 
jects, and diſperſed up and down his novels and plays, 


His elegantly plaintive Love Elegy cannot be too much 
Tt has all the tender ſuavity and plaintive ſim- 
It is ſolemn, affecting, and harmo- 

nious; and the happy fimplicity, and unaffected man- 


His Tears of Scotland ought not to be mentioned with- 
It diſcovers a genius equally 
fitted for the pathetic and the ſublime. Whatever may 


thuſiaſm, with a high degree of that eloquent ſimplicity 
which appears ſo eaſy, and which is yet ſo difficult to 
imitate. The following paſſage, among others, i 18 a N 
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THE LIFE OF SMOLLETT. 
The pious mother doom'd to death, 
Forſaken, wanders o'er the heath. 
The bleak wind whiſtles round her head ; 
Her helpleſs orphans cry for bread. 
Bereft of ſhelter, food, and friend, | 
She views the ſhades of night deſcend. | 
And, ſtretch” d beneath th' inclement ies, | „ 
Weeps o'er her tender babes—and dies. . 


Us Ode to tow! n Pater diſcovers delicacy of ſenti- 
ment and pictureſque deſcription, joined to ſimplicity of 


taſte. The images are paſtoral and pleaſing, and the 


numbers correct and harmonious. The ſtrain of the poet 
is yet ſofter than the muſic of the ſhepherds piping in the 
dale, or the murmur of the dimpling wave. He celebrates 
his native ſtream with all the elegant Ampheity' of an Ar- 


cadian ſhepherd. 


His Ode to Mirth poſſeſſes more elevation of hood, 


and opulence of imagery ; it has energy, enthuſiaſm, ner- 
vous and well ſelected deſcription, richneſs of expreſſion, 


and harmony of numbers. The perlonification of Mirth ; 
is an exquiſite painting, 


His Burliſque Ode is in the higheſt degree humorous 


and charaQeriſtic, but the ridicule is miſapplied. 


His Ode to Sleep i is characteriſed by delicacy of 1 imagina- 
tion, a judicious ſelection and combination of images, 


elegance of 8 and propriety of verſification. 


His Ode to Black Eyed Ann belongs to the ballad ſtyle 


of compoſition, and is full of tenderneſs and ſimplicity. 


His Songs are replete with humour, imagination and 


= feeling ; ; but require no diſtinct conſideration, or r particu- 
at criticiſm. WR : 


5 
. 
: 
F 
: 
: 7 


* wart eee r — 2 K - - — - 


— — 


. 


5 3 — — — — * 
* r 6 
5 är 


3 


. — 
x * — 
oo — —- EI oY 


— r 8 
= N 298, of © * 


— — — — — 


3 ws "8. 
: 4-43. 


= - * * 2 8 
— * 55 1 3 F 
= 4+ 4 A F — hk - . — © —_— - þ E = — . * A —— — 
4 4 We "Ie £5; ES . — 2 Wo — 5 . — = 4 A « IS > —u— ea — — 2 — . * * 
PP IE IG nn Br IO ae ton. —— 2 ; ; T 


. 


——UUUPPdPD 7 — — — —— —ͤ——ẽůj — — 8 2 — = — - 
—— — : - — — —— — — . £ — 


— 


= os 
t! | oe --- 8 
> 
= 
5 


r Ate is ibs Che. HYNES. Oe wr, Ae 


: 
: 
: 
: 
24 
3 
3 
3 
I 


— ee — Ä 
— — — — — 


Og —-— —-—⅜ — 


—— i 


— ͤ ——————— ——— — 


NDA— — — coroner nn — z 


r T 
. — —2 — — 


— 
. 


20 


— — — — 
. = i wi es 
[4 4 OT - 
» - \ / 


4 — K 
eg - d — 
* id „ 8 5 > 8 j = — * 2 — 7* * - * > * 2 »« vos, 

| | 4 3 . . N De —— - ee — — _ : * — — — 
— PR 2 R = " — © is _ * * A * 2 a = "II. 1 - — . J — Sf mg — 2 . — — : ad : — ” 
— F< Uh SG — 2 — —2 8 * 0 — * ” "_ — — . — - I — = 
——. n — KG 4 — — 2 x —— : 

> — — — —— —̃ä — ane 2 — - 2 "as. 2 >: "7 . 4 bl — 4 — RC * — — - - 

— — — -—- — - - — — —.— 9 , —_— —_ = 7 


— 783³.0—.—— 7—7˙*² ů dw. ˙»ÿ] ²Ü! [m %˙Ü 


2 

'D 
3 
; or 
> 

2 

. 


N— — — 


— 


— o 
22 — 4. — 
— —— 


5 


| Cnar. I. Of my birth and parentage, 
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Cu. IX. We proceed on our journey are o 


wayman, who fires at Strap, is prevented from ſhooting me, by a 
company of horſemen, who ride in purſuit of him Strap is put 
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CHAP. II. I grow up—am 


ol his tutor, | 


Cuar. III. My mother's brother arrives—relieves me—a deſcription 


of him—goes along with me to the houſe of my grandfather— is 
encountered by his dogs—defeats them after a bloody ee 
—is admitted to the old gentleman—a dialogue between them, 


Cuae. IV. My grandfather makes his will—our ſecond viſit—he 


| | | Page. 
Tar Preface, 3 „„ | - „ 
Apologue, C 7 _ 


ated by my relations—ſent to ſchool— _ 
neglected by my grandfather—maltreated by my maſter—ſeaſon- 
ed to adverſity—1 form cabals againſt the pedant—am debarred 
acceſs to my grandfather—hunted by his heir—demoliſh the teeth 


dies—his will is read in preſence of all his living deſcendantw— 


the diſappointment of my female couſing—my uncle's behaviour, 
Cx. V. The ſchoolmaſter uſes me barbarouſly—l form a projet 


14 


of revenge, in which 1 am aſſiſted by my uncle—l leave the vil- 


lage am ſettled at the univerſity by his generofity, =<- 


 body—my female couſins take notice of mel reje& their invita- 


| : THY | 
_ Caae. VI. I make great progreſs in my ſtudies—am careſſed by every 


tion — they are incenſed, and conſpire againſt me- l am left deſti- : 


| tute by a misfortune that befals my uncle—Gawky's treachery— : 


my revenge, 3 


7 Cuae. VII. Iam entertained by Mr. Crab—a deſcription of him 
L acquire the art of ſurgery—Conſult Crab's diſpoſition - become 


21 


neceſſary to him—an accident happens—he adviſes me to launch 


dut into the world —aſſiſts me with money! ſet out for London, 
Cn. VIII. I arrive at Newcaſtle—meet with my old ſchool-fellow 
Strap—we determine to walk in company to London — ſet out on 


our journey — put up at a ſolitary ale-houſe—are diſturbed by a 
ſtrange adventure in the night, | 5 


to bed at an inn adventures at that inn, 


Cuar. X. The highwayman is taken we are detained as evidences 
againſt him proceed to the next village —he eſcapes - we arrive 


vertaken by an high- 


at another inn, where we go to bed—in the night we are awaked 


by a dreadful adyenture—next night we lodge at the houſe of a 
ba ſchoolmatter—our treatment there, „ . 


Cuar. XI. We deſcry the waggon— get into it arrive at an inn — 
our tellow-travellers deſeribed a miſtake is committed by Strap, 


which produces ſtrange things, 3 e 
Cnær. XII. Captain Weazel challenges Strap, who declines the com- 
bat— an affair between the captain and me the uſurer is fain to 
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ſurgeon during an engagement with ſome French ſhips of war—1 


there my arrival on boar 


CONTENTS. 


vii 


| | | Fon | Pa 
I hire a room in St. Giles's—where, by accident, I find the lady 


to whom I made my addreſſes, in a miſerable condition l relieve 


her - - 

aae. XXII. The hiſtory of Miſs Williams, > = 
uA. XXIII. She is interrupted by a bailiff, who arreſts and car- 
ries her to the Marſha}ſea—l accompany her—bring witneſſes to 


prove ſhe is not the perſon named in the writ=the bailiff is fain 


to give her a preſent, and diſcharge her—we ſhift our lodging— 
ſhe reſumes her ſtory, and ends it my reflections thereupon—ſhe 


makes me acquainted with the progreſs of a common woman of 
the rown—reſolves to quit that way of life, 


127 
132 


nav. XXIV. I am reduced to great miſery—aſſaulted on Tower- F 


hill by a preſs-gang, who 7 me on board a tender my uſage 


am put in irons, and afterwards releaſed by the good offices of 


of the Thunder man of war, where 1 


Mr. Lhomſon, who recommends me as aſſiſtant to the ſurgeon— 


he relates his own ſtory, and makes me acquainted with the cha- 


racters of the captain, ſurgeon, and firſt mate, 


\ 


HAP. XXV. The behaviour of Mr. Morgan—his pride, diſpleaſure, | 
and generoſity the economy of our meſs deſcribed—Thomſon's 


further friendſhip—the nature of my duty explained—the ſitua- 


tion of the ſick, _ ch 6 
Cu Ar. XXVI. A diſagreeable accident happens to me in the diſ- 


charge of my office Morgan's noſe is offended—a dialogue be- 


tween him and the ſhip's ſteward— upon examination, | find more 


cauſes of complaint than one—my hair is cut ofſf-— Morgan's cook- - 


by a dreadful noiſe, 


_ery—the manner of fleeping on board—l am waked in the night 


HAP. XXVII. I acquire the | friendſhip of the ſargeon, who ro- 


cures a warrant for me, and makes me a preſent of clothes —a bat- 
tle between a midſhipman and me—the ſurgeon leaves the thip— 
the cafe comes on board with another ſurgeon—a dialogue be- 
_ tween the captain and Morgan the ſick are ordered to be brovght : 
at 

order —a madman accuſes Morgan, and is ſet at liberty by com- 
mand of the captain, whom he inſtantly attacks, and pummels 


upon the quarter-deck, and examined - the conſequences of t 


without mercy, 8 


war, XXVIII. The captain enraged, threatens to put the madman 


to death with his own hand—is diverted from that reſolution by 


the arguments and perſuaſion of the firſt lieutenant and ſurgeon 
—we let ſail ſor St, Helen's, join the fleet under the command of 


Sir C-n—r O—le, and proceed for the Weſt Indies—are over- 


taken by a terrible tempeſt— my friend Jack Rattlin has his leg 


broke by a fall from the main-yard—the behaviour of Dr. Mack- 
ſhane — Jack oppoſes the amputation of his limb, in which he is 
 leconded by Morgan and me, who undertake the cure, and per- 


form it ſucceſsfully, 


HAP. XXIX. Mackſhane's malice I am taken up, and impriſoned . 
for a ſpy— Morgan meets with the ſame fate Lhomſon is tam- 


pered with, to turn evidence againſt us—diſdains the propoſal, and 


is maltreated for his integrity Morgan is releaſed, to aſſiſt the 


remain fettered on the poop, expoſed to the enemy's ſhot, and 


grow delirious with fear—am comforted after the battle by Mor- 


San, who ſpeaks freely of the captain; is overheard by the cen- 
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tinel, who informs againſt him, and again imprifoned——Thomſon p 
grows deſperate, and notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of Mor- 
gan and me, goes overboard in the night, . 184 
Cray. XXX. We lament the fate of our companion —the captain 
offers Morgan his liberty, which he refuſes to accept we are 
brought i Jo him, and examined Morgan is ſent back to cuſto- 


dy, Whither alſo I am remanded, after a curious trial. 189 


CAP. XXX]. I diſcover a ſubornation againſt me, by means of a 
quarrel between two of the evidences; in conſequence of which I. 
am ſet at liberty, and prevail upon Morgan to accept of his free- 

dom on the ſame terns—Mackſhane's malice—we arrive at Ja- 
maica, from whence in a ſhort time we beat up to Hiſpaniola, in 
conjunction with the Weſt India ſquadron—we take in water, fail 


2gain, and arrive at Carthagena—refleQions on our conduct there, 196 


Cnae. XX X11, Our land ſorces being diſembarked, ere& a faſcine 
| battery—our ſhip is ordered, with four more, to batrer the fort 
of Bocca Chica—Mackſhane's cowardice—the chaplain's frenzgy— 
' honeſt Rattlin loſes one hand-—his heraiſm, and reflections on the 
| battle—Crampley's behaviour to me during the heat of the fight, 200 
Csar. XXXIII. A breach being made in the walls, our ſoldiers give 
the aſſault, and take the place without oppoſition—our ſailors at 
the ſame time become maſters of all the other ſtrengths near Boc- 
ca Chica, and take poſſeſſion of the harbour—the good conſe- 
quence of this ſucceſs—we move nearer the town—find two forts. 
_ deſerted, and the channel blocked up with ſunk veſſels; which, 
however, we find means to clear—]Jand our ſoldiers at La Quinta 
 —repulſe a body of militia—attack the caſtle of St. Lazar, and 
are forced to retreat with great loſs—the remains of our army are 
re- embarked -an effort of the admiral to take the town the eco- 


1 , . 4 E Z 


_ Caae. XXXIV. An epidemic fever rages among us—we abandon 
our conqueſts—] am ſeized with the diſtemper ; write a petition 
to the captain, which is rejected I am in danger of ſuffocation, 
through the malice of Crampley, and relieved by a ferjeant=-my 
fever increaſes—the chaplain wants to conſeſs.me—1 obtain a fa- 
vourable crifis—Morgan's affection for me proved the behaviour 
of Mackſhane and Crampley toward me Captain Oakum is re- 
moved to another ſhip, with his beloved doctor — our new captain 


nomy of our expedition deſcribed, , - 209 


6 


deſcribed—an adventure of Morgan, 


Cup. XXXV. Captain Whiffle ſends for me—his ſituation de- 
| ſcribed—his ſurgeon arrives, preſcribes for him, and puts him to 
| bed—a bed is put up for Mr. Simper, contiguous to the ſtate-room, 
which, with other parts of the captain's behaviour, gives the ſhip's 
company a very unſavourable idea of their commander -I am de. 
| tained in the Weſt Indies by the admiral, and go on board of the 
Lizard fldop of war, in quality of ſurgeon's mate, where I make 
myſelf known to the ſurgeon, who treats me very kindly—l go 
on ſhore, ſell my ticket, purchaſe neceſſaries, and, at my return 
on board, am ſurpriſed at the ſight of Crampley, who is appointed 
| lieutenant of the Mb on a cruize, take a prize, in which 
LI arrive at Port Morant, under the command of my meſs-mate, 


with whom I live in great harmony, 


| Cuar, XXXVI. A ſtrange adventure—in conſequence of which! 
am extremely Abe does me ill offices with the cap- 
tain; but his malice is defeated by the good- nature and friendſf ip 
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command of a larger ſhip, and is ſucceeded by an old man—Brayl 


is provided for — we receive orders to fail for England, 


Cu. XXXVII. We depart for Europe —a miſunderſtanding ariſes 


between the captain and ſurgeon, through the ſcandalous aſper- 


ſions of Crampley—the captain dies—Crampley tyrannizes over 


1 


Cuar. XLIH. We lodge at a houſe near Amiens, where I am rob- 
bed bythe capuchin, who eſcapes while I am aſleep̃ -I go to Noy- 


a company of ſoldiers—enliſt in the regiment of Picardy we are. 


the ſurgeon, who falls a victim to his cruelty—l am alſo ill uſed 


6 E | | Page. 
of the ſurgeon—we return to Port-Royal—our captain gets the 4 


224 


—the ſhip firikes—the behaviour of Crampley and the ſeamen on 


that occaſion—l get on ſhore, challenge che captain to ſingle com. 
229 


bat—am treacherouſly knocked down, wounded, and robbed, 


HaP, XXXVIH. I get up, and crawl to a barn, where I am in dan» 


ger of periſhing, through the fear of the country people — their 


inhumanity— I am ſuccoured by a reputed witch—her ſtory—her 
advice—ſhe recommends me as a' valet to a ſingle lady, whoſe cha- 
racter ſhe explains, A Pf es: 


Cr. XXXIX. My reception by that lady become enamoured 


of Narcifla—recount the particulars of my laſt migfortune—ac- 


quire the good opinion of my miſtreſs an account of the young 
{quire—l am made acquainted with more particulars of Narcifla's 
lituation— Conceive a mortal hatred againſt Sir Timothy - examine 


my lady's library and performances—her extravagant behaviour, 


Cu. XL. My miſtreſs is ſurpriſed at my learning—communicafes 


her performances to me—l impart ſome of mine to her—am mor- 
tified at her faint praiſe—Narciſſa approves of my produQtion-—l 


gain an involuntary conqueſt over the cook-wench and dairy-maid 
_ —their mutual reſentment and infinuationg—the jealouſy of their 


lovers, 


Cua p. XLI. Narciſſa being in danger, from the brutality of Sir Ti- 
mothy, is reſcued by me, who revenge myſelf on my rival] de- 


234 


241 


clare my paſſion, and retreat to the ſea ſide am ſurrounded by 


ſmugglers, and carried to Boulogne —find my uncle Lieutenant 


Bowling in great diſtreſs, and relieve him our converſation, 


5 | CHAP, XLII. He takes his paſſage in a cutter for Deal—we are ac- 
coſted by a prieſt, who proves to be a Scotchman— his profeſſion 
of friendſhip—he is affronted by the lieutenant, who afterwards 


appeaſes him by ſubmiſſion my uncle embarks—1 am introduced 


by the prieſt to a capuchin, in whoſe company I ſet out for Paris 


Etthe character of my fellow-traveller—an ad venture on the road 


IU am ſhocked at his behaviour 


ons in ſearch of him, but without fucceſs—make my condition 
known to ſeveral people, but find no relief—grow deſperate, join 


ordered into Germany] find the fatigues of the march almoſt in- 


6 


tolerable=quarrel with my comrade, in a diſpute about politics 
he challenges me to the field, wounds, and diſarms me, | 
AP. XLIV. In order to be revenged, ! 


learn the ſcience of defence 


267 


De join Mareſchal Duc de Noailles—are engaged with the allies 


at Dettingen, and put to flight—the behaviour of the French ſol- 
3 induſtriouſly ſeek another combat with 


diers on that occa 


the old Gaſcon, and vanquiſh him in my turn—our regiment is 


put into winter quarters at Rheims, where I find my friend Strap 
Cour recognition—he ſupplies me with money, and procures my 
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diſcharge—-we take a trip to Paris; from whenee we ſet out for 
London, by the way of Flanders, where we ſafely arrive, _ 273 


Cray. XLV. I inquire for my uncle, and underſtand he is gone to 
ſea— take lodgings ar Charing-croſs—go to the play, where I meet 
with an adventure—dine at an ordinary; the gueſts deſcribed= . 
become acquainted with Medlar and Dr. Wagtail, „ 
CRAFT. XLVI. Wagtail introduces me to a ſet of fine gentlemen, 
with whom I ſpend the evening at a tavern—our converſation— 
the characters of my new companions—the doctor is roaſted=the 
iſſue of our debauch, | - 9 7 8 4 97 
Cnar. XLVII. Strap communicates to me a conqueſt he had made 
of a chandler's widow— finds himſelf miſerably miſtaken -I go to 
the opera —admire Melinda - am cautioned by Banter go to the 
aſſembly at Hampſtead—dance with that young lady receive an 
inſolent meſſage from Bragwell, whoſe metal is ſoon cooled am 
in favour with my miſtreſs, whom I viſit next day; and am bub- 
| bled out of eighteen guineas at cards—Strap triumphs at my ſuc- 
- ceſs, but is aſtoniſhed at my expence—Banter comes to my lodg- 
ing, is very ſarcaſtic at my expence, and borrows five guineas 
| ſrom me, as a proof of his friendſhip, 3 | 308 
Cnare. XLVIII. We repair to the coffechouſe, where we overhear a 
curious diſpute between Wagtail and Medlar, which is referred to 
our deciſion—the doctor gives an account of his experiment 
 Medlar is roaſted by Banter at the ordinary the old gentleman's 
advice to me, ore dra ads reg Goda; polity 316 
Cnae. XLIX. I receive a challenge - the conſequences of it==the 
© quarrel being made up, am put in arreſt, by the care and affec- 
tion of Strap—but immediately releaſed upon explaining my affair 
the behaviour of Mr. Oregan and his two friends—l viſit Me- 
linda, whom I divert with an account- of the due]-—propoſe mar- 
riage— ſnhe refers the matter to her mother, of whom I make a ſ@- 
lemn demand of her daughter—the old lady's bchaviour—I am 
diſcarded, and reſent their diſdain, et 32820 
 Cnar. L. I long to be revenged of Melinda —apply to Banter for 
is aſſiſtance he contrives à ſcheme for that purpoſe, which is put 
In execution with great ſucceſs—I make an attempt on the heart 
of Miſs Gripewell, but am diſappointed- grow melancholy at my 
_ diſappointment, and have recourſe to the bottle—reccive a billet _ 
doux—am raviſhed with the contents—find myſelf involved in an 
| Intrigue, which I imagined would make my fortune. am confound. 
ed at my miſtake, which baniſhes all thoughts of matrimony, 328 
Cut. LI. I cultivate an acquaintance with two noblemen—am in- 
troduced to Earl Strutwell—his kind promiſe and invitation—the 
| behaviour of his porter and lacquey he receives me with an ap- 
pearance of uncommon affe ction - undertakes to ſpeak in my be- 
ny: to the miniſter—informs me of his ſucceſs, and wiſhes me 
 Joy—introduces a converſation about Petronius Arbiter—falls in 
: lobe with my watch, which I preſs upon him I make a preſent of 
a diamond ring to Lord Straddle—impart my good fortune te Strap 
and Banter, who diſabuſes me, to my utter mortification, 338 
_ Cuape. LII. 1 attempt co recover my watch and jewel, but to no pur= 
poſe—reſolve to revenge myſelf on Strutwell, by my importunity 
 —am reduced to my laſt guinea—obliged to inform Strap of my 
_ neceſſity, who is almoſt difiraRted with the news—but neverthe- 
lei bliged to pawn, my beſt ſword for preſent ſubſiſtence—that 
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ſmall ſupply being exhanſted, I am almoſt ſtupified with my miſ- 
fortunes—ygo to the gaming table, by the advice of Banter, and 
come off with unexpected ſucceſs—Strap's eeſtaſy - Mrs. Gawky 
waits upon me, profeſſes remorſe for her perfidy, and implores my 
_ affiſtance—I do myſelf a piece of juſtice by her means, and at- 
terwards reconcile her to her father, -<- =— 3346 
CuAr. LIII. I purchaſe new clothes —reprimand Strutwell and 
Sͤtraddle— Banter propoſes another matrimonial ſcheme—l accept 
of his terms —ſet out for Bath in a ſtage-coach, with the young 
lady and her mother — the behaviour of an officer and lawyer, our 


fellow-travellers, deſcribed—a ſmart dialogue between my miſtreſs 

and the captain, n e 2355 
CAT. LIV. Day- breaking, I have the pleaſure of viewing the per- 
ſon of Miſs Snapper, whom I had not ſeen before—the ſoldier is 

- witty upon me—1s offended, talks much of his valour—is repri- 

manded by a grave gentlewoman—we are alarmed with the cty | 

of highwaymen—I get out of the coach, and ſtand on my own 

_ defence=they ride off, without having attacked us purſue them 
Tone of them is thrown from his horſe, and taken—return to the 
_ coach—am complimented by Miſs Snapper—the captain's beha- 

viour on this occaſion—the prude reproathes me in a foliloquy— 
I upbraid her in the ſame manner—the behaviour of Mrs. Snap- 


per at breakfaſt diſobliges me- the lawyer is witty upon the offi- 
cer, who threatens him, MET OIL e 2 


| : - £o © 460 -- 
Cnar. LV. I reſolve to ingratiate myſelf with the mother, and am 
_ favoured by accident the preciſe lady finds her huſband, and 
quits the coach—the captain is diſappointed of his dinner—we ar- 
rive at Bath—] accompany Miſs Snapper to the Long-Room, 
Where ſhe is attacked by Beau Naſh, ar turns the laugh againſt 
him l make love to her, and receive a check - ſquire her to an 
aſſembly, where I am bleſſed with a fight of my dear Nareiſſa, 
which diſcompoſes me ſo much, that Miſs Snapper, obſerving my 
diſor der, is at pains to diſcover the cauſe is piqued at the occa- 
ſion, and, in rg heme, pays me a ſarcaſtic compliment—l 
am met by Mi illiams, who is maid and confidant of Narciſſa 
 —ſhe acquaints me with her lady's regard for me, while under 
the diſguiſe of a ſervant, and deſcribes the tranſports of Narcifſa, 
on ſecing me at the aſſembly, in the character of a gentleman—l1 _ 
am ſurpriſed with an account of her aunt's marriage, and make 
an appointment to meet Miſs Williams next day, Ts 9”. 467 
Cn. LVI. Fbecome acquainted with Narciſſa's brother, who in. 
vites me to his houſe, where I am introduced to that adorable 
ereature After dinner, the ſquire retires to take his nap— Free- 
man, gueſſing the ſituation of my thoughts, withdraws likewiſe. 
on ee of buſineſs— I declare my paſſion for Narciſſa—am 
well received charmed with her converſation the ſquire de- 
tains us to ſupper— I elude his deſign by a ſtratagem, and get 
—— c v 376 
CuAr. LVII. Miſs Williams informs me of Narciſſa's approbation 
ot my flame —I appeaſe the ſquire, write to my miſtreſs, am bleſ- 
| ſed with an anſwer beg leave of her brother to dance with her 
at a ball; obtain his conſent and hers—enjoy a private converſa- 
tion with her—am perplexed with reflectidts- have the honour 
of appearing her partner at a ball—we are complimented by a cer. 
tain-nobleman—he diſcovers ſome ſymptoms of paſſion for Nar. 
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 Cuare. LIX. L receive an extraordinary meſſage at the door of the 


Cup. LX. I am viſited by Freeman, with whom I appear in public, 


I quit in a paſſion—Narciſſa is carried off by her brother—1 in- 
Cut. LXI. I am arreſted—carried to the Marſhalſea—find my old | 


_ * ſelf as a journeyman barber,  - | 20 1 | 
CnAr. LXII. I read Melopeyn's tragedy, and conceive a vaſt opi- 


- Cnae. LXIII. The continuation and concluſion of Mr. Melopoyn's 
|  Cnap. LXIV. I am ſeized with a deep melancholy, and become a 


en 


Cx. LXV. I ſet out "Tm Suſſex—conſult Mrs. Sagely—achieve | 


ii ' CONTENTS. 
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eiſſa -I am ſung with jealouſy—Narciſſa alarmed, retires I ob- 
| ae Melinda in the company the ſquire is captivated by her 
cauty, ; - - | - ; — 
Cxae. LVIII. Tortured with jealouſy, I go, home and abuſe Strap 
 —Treceive a meſſage from Narciſſa, in conſequence of which I haſten 
to her apartment, where her endearing aſſurances baniſh all my 


doubts and pprebenfioge—in my retreat diſcover ſomebody in the 


335 


— 


dark, whom, ſuſpecting to be a ſpy, I reſolve to kill; but, to my 
great ſurpriſe, am convinced of his being no other than Strap 
Nlelinda flanders me- I become acquainted with Lord Quiver- 
wit, who endeavours to ſound me with regard to Narciſſa - the 
ſquire is introduced to his Lordſhip, and grows cold towards me 
El learn from my confidant, that this nobleman profeſſes ho- 
nourable love to my miſtreſs, who continues faithful to me, not- 
withſtanding the ſcandalous reports ſhe has heard to my preju- 
dice am mortified with an aſſurance that her whole fortune 
depends upon the pleaſure of her brother Mr. Freeman con. 
doles me on the decline of my character, which I vindicate fo 
much to his ſatisfaction, that he undertakes to combat Fame in my 
behalf e Tov 1 
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Long -Room, which 1 however enter, and affront the ſquire, who 
| threatens to take the law of me—rebuke Melinda for her malice 
 —ſhe weeps with vexation—Lord Quiverwit is ſevere upon me— 
I retort his ſarcaſm—am received with the utmoſt tenderneſs by 
Narciſſa, who deſires to hear the ſtory of my life—we vow eter- 
nal conſtancy to one another—l retire, am awaked by a meſ- 
ſenger, who brings a challenge from Quiverwit, whom I meet, 
engage, and vanquiſn, ki „ 


and am careſſed - am ſent for by Lord Quiverwit, whoſe preſence 


tend to purſue him, but am diſſuaded by my friend engage in 
play, and loſe all my money ſet out for London try my for- 
tune at the gaming table, without ſucceſs receive a letter from 
Narciſſa—bilk my tailor, = | 


acquaintance Beau Jackſon in that jail he informs me of his ad- 

ventures— Strap arrives, and with difficulty is comforted—Jack. 
ſon introduces me to a poet I admire his converſation and capa- 

city am deeply affected with my misfortune—Strap hires him- 


nion of his genius —he recounts his adventures - 


416 15 
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floven—am relieved by my uncle—he prevails upon me to engage 
with his owners, as ſurgeon of the ſhip which be commands——he _ 
makes me a conſiderable preſent—entertains Strap as his ſteward 
Al take my leave of my friends, and go on board=the ſhip ar- 

rives at the Downs, _ 8 T7 3. 
an interview with Narciſſa return to the ſhip— we get clear of 
the Channel —!I learn our deſtination— we are chaſed by a large 
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N | Page. 
chip the company are diſmayed, and encouraged by the captain's y 
ſpeech—our purſuer happens to be an Engliſh man of war—we 
arrive at the coaſt of Guinea, purchaſe 400 negroes, ſail for Para- 
guay, get ſafe in the river of Plate, and ſell our cargo to great 
advantage, - e — 3 
Cnr. LXVI. I am invited to the villa of a Spaniſh Don, where we 
meet with an Engliſh gentleman, and make a very intereſting dif- 
covery—we leave Buenos Ayres, and arrive at Jamaica, 452 
Char. LXVII. I viſit my old friend Thomſon—we ſet ſail for Eu- 
rope meet with an odd adventure—arrive in England—I ride 
acroſs the country from Portſmouth to Suſſex—converſe with 
Mrs. Sagely, who informs me of Narciſſa's being in London—in 
_ conſequence of this intelligence, I proceed to Canterbury—meet 
with my old friend Morgan—arrive at London—vifit Narciſſa - 
introduce my father to her—he is charmed with her good ſenſe 
and beauty we come to a determination of demanding her bro= 
ther's conſent to our marriage, 1 e iuGg 
Char. LXVIII. My father makes a preſent to Narciſſa - the letter 
is diſpatched to her brother -I appear among my acquaintance— 
Banter's behaviour the ſquire refuſes his conſent—my uncle comes 
to town —approves of my choice I am married -e meet the 
ſſuire and his lady ar the play —our acquaintance is courted, 470 
CuAr. LXIX. My father intends to reviſit the place of his nati. 
vity—we propoſe to accompany him—my-uncle renews his will 
in my favour, determining to go to ſea again—we ſet out for 
Edinburgh purchaſe our paternal eſtate—proceed to it—halt at 
the town where I was educated—take up my bond to Crab—be- 
| haviour of Potion and his wife, and one of my female coufing— 
our reception at the eſtate—Strap marries Miſs Williams, and is 
| ſettled by my father to his on ſatisfaction l am more and more 
HapP) ET Tal d e 
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5 Or all kinds of fatire, there is none ſo entertaining and 
univerſally improving, as that which is introduced, as 
it were, occaſionally, in the courſe of an intereſting ſto- 
ry, which brings every incident home to life; and, by 
repreſenting familiar ſcenes in an uncommon and amuſ- 
ing point of view, inveſts them with all the graces of 
novelty, while nature is appealed to in every particu- 
1 VV VA 
The reader gratifies his curioſity in purſuing the ad- 
ventures of a perſon in whoſe favour he is prepoſſeſſed; 


he eſpouſes his cauſe, he ſympathiſes with him in diſ- [ty 
treſs, his indignation is heated againſt the authors of his Fi 
calamity z the humane paſſions are inflamed ; the con- (4: 
| traſt between dejected virtue and inſulting vice appears 1 
with greater aggravation; and every impreſſion having 1. 
- A double force on the imagination, the memory retains 1 
the circumſtance, and the heart improves by the exam bh 
ple. The attention is not tired with a bare catalogue 1 
of characters, but agreeably diverted with all the variety Lt, 
of invention; and the viciſſitudes of life appear in their * 
peculiar circumſtances, opening an ample field for wit mer 
EV F 15 
Romance, no doubt, owes its origin to ignorance, va- th 
nity and ſuperſtition. In the dark ages of the world, 10 
when a man had rendered himſelf famous for wifdom ok 
or valour, his family and adherents availed themſelves 7% 
of his ſuperior qualities, magnified his virtues, and re- 1 
preſented his character and perſon as ſacred and ſuper- oy 
natural. The vulgar eafily ſwallowed the bait, implor- . 
ed his protection, and yielded the tribute of homage and 


| Praiſe even to adoration ; his exploits were handed down 
to poſterity with a thouſand exaggerations ; they were 

repeated as incitements to virtue; divine honours were 
paid, and altars erected to his memory, for the encou- 
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ragement of thoſe who attempted to imitate his exam- 
ple; and hence aroſe the heathen mythology, which is 
no other than a collection of extravagant romances. As 
learning advanced, and genius received cultivation, theſe 
' ſtories were embelliſhed with the graces of poetry ; that 
they might the better recommend themſelves to the at- 
tention, they were ſung in public, at feſtivals; for the 
inſtruction and delight of the audience; and rehearſed 
before battle, as incentives to deeds of glory. Thus tra- 
gedy and the epic muſe were born, and, in the pro- 
greſs of taſte, arrived at perfection. It is no Won 
der that the ancients could not reliſh a fable in proſe, 
after they had ſeen ſo many remarkable events celebrat- 
ed in verſe, by their beſt poets; we therefore find no 
romance among them, during the era of their excel- 
| lence, unleſs the Cyropœdia of Xenophon may be fo 
called; and it was not till arts and ſciences began to re- 
vive, after the irruption of the Barbarians into Europe, 
that any thing of this kind appeared. But when 
the minds of men were debauched, by the impoſition of 
prieſtcraft, to the moſt abſurd pitch of cteclulity, the 
authors of romance aroſe, and, loſing fight of probabili- 
ty, filled their performances with the moſt monſtrous 
hyperboles. If they could not equal the ancient poets 
in point of genius, they were reſolved to excel them in 
fiction, and apply to the wonder rather than the judg- 
ment of their readers. Accordingly they brought ne- 
cromancy to their aid, and inſtead of ſupporting the cha- 
racter of their heroes by dignity of ſentiment and prac- 
tice, diſtinguiſhed them by their bodily ſtrength, acti- 
vity, and extravagance of behaviour. Although no- 
thing could be more ludicrous and unnatural than the 
figures they drew, they did not want patrons and admir- 
ers, and the world actually began to be infected with 
the ſpirit of knight-errantry, when Cervantes, by an ini- | 
mitable piece of ridicule, reformed the taſte of mankind, / | 


_ repreſenting chivalry in the right point of view, and con- 
verting romance to purpoſes far more ufeful and enter-/ 
taining, by making it aſſume the ſock, and point out the 
ZT. PTS OI SES. 

The ſame method has been practiſed by other Spaniſh 
and French authors, and by none more ſucceſsfully than 
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by Monſieur Le Sage, who, in his Adventures of Gil 
Blas, has deſcribed the knavery and foibles of life, with 
infinite humour and ſagacity. The following ſheets I 
have modelled on his plan, taking the liberty, however, 


particular fituations were uncommon, extravagant, or pe- 


diſgraces of Gil Blas are, for the moſt part, ſuch as ra- 
ther excite mirth than compaſſion : he himſelf laughs 

at them; and his tranſitions from diſtreſs to happineſs, 
or at leaſt eaſe, are ſo ſudden, that neither the reader 


dd and vicious diſpoſition of the world. 


with every difficulty to which a friendleſs orphan is ex- 


foreſee that ſome people will be offended at the mean 
ſcenes in which he is involved, I perſuade myſelf the ju- 
_ dicious will not only perceive the neceſſity of deſcribing 


myſelf in vindicating a practice authoriſed by the beſt 


all true in the main, although the circumſtances are al- 
tered and diſguiſed, to avoid perſonal ſatire. . 


It now remains to give my reaſons for making the chief 


perſonage of this work a North Briton; which are chief- 


rE 


k | 


to differ from him in the execution, where I thought his 


culiar to the country in which the ſcene is laid. The 


has time to pity him, nor himſelf to be acquainted with 

affliction. This conduct, in my opinion, not only de- 
viates from probability, but prevents that generous indig- 
nation which ought to animate the reader againſt the ſor- 


I have attempted to repreſent modeſt merit ſtruggling 


- poſed, from his own want of experience, as well as from 
the ſelfiſhneſs, envy, malice, and baſe indifference of 
mankind. To ſecure a favourable prepoſſeſhon, I have 
allowed him the advantages of birth and education, which, 
in the ſeries of his misfortunes, will, I hope, engage the 
ingenuous more warmly in his behalf; and though I. 


_ thoſe ſituations to which he muſt of courſe be confined, 
in his low ſtate, but alſo find entertainment in viewing 
thoſe parts of life, where the humours and paſſions are 
_ undiſguiſed by affectation, ceremony, or education; and 
the whimſical peculiarities of diſpoſition appear as nature 
has implanted them. But I believe I need not trouble 


writers in this way, ſome of whom I have already named. 


Every intelligent reader will, at firſt fight, perceive I 
have not deviated from nature in the facts, which are 


ly theſe : I could at a ſmall expence beſtow on him ſuch 
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einstieg as I thought the dignity of his birth and cha- 
racter required, which could not poſſibly be obtained in 
Eugland, by ſuch ſlender means as the nature of my plan 
would afford. In the next place, I could repreſent ſim- 
plicity of manners in a remote part of the kingdom, with 
more propriety than in any other place near the capital; 
and, laſtly, the diſpoſition of the Scots, addicted to tra- 
velling, juſtifies my conduet in WTI. an adventurer 
from that country. 
That the delicate reader may not be offended at the 
unmeaning oaths which proceed from the mouths of ſome 
perſons in theſe memoirs, I beg leave to premiſe, that 
1 imagined nothing could more effectually expoſe the ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch miſerable expletives, than a natural and 
verbal repreſentation of the diſcourle 1 in which they occur. 
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APOLOGUE. 


A YOUNG painter, indulging a vein of clealuntry, "EY 
ed a kind of converſation- piece, repreſenting a bear, an 
owl, a monkey, and an aſs; and to render it more ſtrik- 
ing, humorous, and moral, diſtinguiſhed every figure by | 
| ſome emblem of human life. 

Bruin was exhibited in the garb and attitude of an old, 
toothleſs, drunken ſoldier; the owl, perched upon the 
handle of a coffee- pot, with ſpectacles on his noſe, ſeem- 
ed to contemplate a newſpaper; and the aſs, ornamented 
with a huge tye-wig (which, however, could not conceal 
his long ears), ſat for his picture to the monkey, who 
appeared with the implements of painting. This whim- 
ſical groupe afforded ſome mirth, and met with general 
approbation, until ſome miſchievous wag hinted that the 

whole was a lampoon upon the friends of the performer; 
an inſinuation which was no ſooner circulated, than thoſe 
very people who applauded it before began to be alarmed, 
and even to fancy themſelves [Omen oe the ſeveral fi 
| gures r 
Among others, a worthy perſonage i in years, who had 
ſerved in the army with reputation, being incenſed at the 
ſuppoſed outrage, repaired to the lodgings of the painter, 
and, finding him at home, „Hark ye, Mr. Monkey 
(aid he), I have a good mind to convince 78 that 
though the bear has loſt his teeth, he retains his paws, 
and that he is not ſo drunk but he can perceive your im- 
pertinence — Sblood! Sir, that toothleſs jaw is a damned 
ſcandalous libel but don't you imagine me fo chopfallen 
as not to be able to chew the cud of reſentment.” Here 
he was interrupted by the arrival of a learned phyſician, 
who, advancing to the culprit with fury in his aſpect, 
exclaimed, * Suppoſe the augmentation of the aſs's ears 
| ſhould prove the diminution of the baboon's—nay, ſeek 
not to prevaricate, for by the beard of Aiſculapius! there 
Is > not one Nair in a this periwig that 44 not ſtand. up in 
2 \ 


judgment to convict thee of perſonal abuſe—Do but ob- 
ſerve, Captain, how this pitiful little fellow has copied 
the very curls—the colour, indeed, is different, but then 
the form and foretop are quite ſimilar.” While he thus 
remonſtrated in a ſtrain of vociferation, a venerable ſe. 
nator entered, and waddling up to the delinquent, * Jack- 
anapes ! (cried he), I will now let thee ſee, I can read 
ſomething elſe than a newſpaper, and that, without the 
help of ſpeCtaeles—here is your own note of hand, firrah, 
for money, which, if I had not advanced, you yourſelf 
would have reſembled an owl, in not daring to ſhow 
your face by day, you ungrateful, ſlanderous knave!“ 
In vain the aſtoniſhed painter declared that he had no 
intention to give offence, or to characteriſe particular 
perſons : They affirmed the reſemblance was too palpable 
to be overlooked ; they taxed him with inſolence, malice, 
and ingratitude; and their clamours being overheard by 
the public, the captain was a bear, the doctor an aſs, and 
the ſenator an owl, to his dying day. 

_ Chriſtian reader, I beſeech thee, in the bowels of the 
Lord, remember this example while thou art employed in 
the peruſal of the following ſheets; and ſeek not to ap- 
propriate to thyſelf that which equally belongs to five 
hundred different people. If thou ſhouldſt meet with a 

character that reflects thee in ſome ungracious particular, 
keep thy own counſel ; conſider that one feature makes 
not a face, and that, though thou art perhaps diſtinguiſh- 
ed by a bottle noſe, twenty of thy neighbours may be in 
/ EEE, Eoin,” 
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ADVENTURES 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 


CH APTER I. 
| Of my birth and parentage. 


i WAS born in the northern part of this united king- 
dom, in the houſe of my grandfather, a gentleman 
of conſiderable fortune and influence, who had, on ma- 
ny occaſions, ſignalized himſelf in behalf of his country; 
and was remarkable for his abilities in the law, which 
he exerciſed with great ſuccels, in the {tation of a judge, 

particularly againſt beggars, for whom he had a ſingu- 
JJ. oy 
My father, his youngeſt ſon, falling in love with a 
poor relation, who lived with the old gentleman in qua- 
lity of houſekeeper, eſpouſed her privately ; and I was 
the firſt fruit of that marriage. During her pregnan- 
ey, a dream diſcompoſed my mother ſo much, that her 
huſband, tired with her importunity, at laſt conſulted 
a Highland ſeer, whoſe favourable interpretation he 


would have ſecured before-hand by a bribe, but found 


him incorruptible. She dreamed the was delivered of 
a tennis-ball, whieh the devil (who, to her great ſur- 
priſe, acted the part of midwife) ſtruck ſo forcibly 
with a racket, that it diſappeared in an inſtant; and ſhe | 
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2 | THE ADVENTURES OF 


was for ſome time inconſolable for the loſs of her off- 
ſpring ; when all of a ſudden, ſhe beheld it return with 


equal violence, and enter the earth beneath her feet, 


whence immediately ſprung up a goodly tree covered 
with bloſſoms, the ſcent of which operated fo ſtrongly 
on her nerves, that ſhe awoke. The attentive ſage, 


aſter ſome deliberation, aſſured my parents, that their 


firſt-born would be a great traveller; that he would 


_ undergo many dangers and difficulties, and at laſt re- 
turn to his native land, where he would flouriſh in hap- 
pineſs and reputation. How truly this was foretold, 


will appear in the ſequel. It was not long before ſome 


_ officious perſon informed my grandfather of certain fa- 


miliarities that paſſed between his ſon and houſekeeper, 


which alarmed him ſo much, that a few days after, he 
told my father it was high time for him to think of 
| ſettling ; and that he had provided a match for him, to 
which he could in juſtice have no objections. My fa- 
ther, finding it would be impoſſible to conceal his ſitua- 
tion much longer, frankly owned what he had done, 
and excuſed himſelf for not having afked the conſent of 
his father, by ſaying, he knew it would have been to 
no purpoſe ; and that, had his inclination been known, 
my grandfather might have taken ſuch meaſures as 
would have effeQuually put the gratification of it out of 
his power: He added, that no exceptions could be 
taken to his wife's virtue, birth, beauty, and good 
ſenſe; and as for fortune, it was beneath his care. 
The old gentleman, who kept all his paſhons (except 


one) in excellent order, heard him to an end with great 


temper ;z and then calmly aſked, how he propoſed to 
maintain himſelf and ſpouſe ? He replied, he could be 
in no danger of wanting, while his father's tenderneſs 
remained, which he and his wife ſhould always culti- 
vate with the utmoſt veneration ; that he was perſuad- 
ed his allowance would be ſuitable to the dignity and 
circumſtances of his family, and to the provitien alrea- 
dy made for his brothers and ſiſters, who were happily 
| ſettled under his protection. Your brothers and ſiſ- 
ters (ſaid my grandfather) did not think it beneath 


them to conſult me in an affair of ſuch importance as 


— 
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matrimony z' neither (I ſuppoſe) would you have omit- 
ted that piece of duty, had not you ſome ſecret fund in 
reſerve, to the comforts of which I leave you, with a 
defire that you will this night ſeek out another habita- 
tion for yourſelf and wife, whither, in a ſhort time, I 
will ſend you an account of the expence I have been at 
In your education, with a view of being reimburſed: 
Sir, you have made the grand tour—you are a polite | 
gentleman—a very pretty gentleman——l1 wiſh you a 
great deal of joy, and am your very humble ſervant.” 
So ſaying, he left my father in a ſituation eaſily ima- 
gined. Een he did not long heſitate; for, being 
perfectly well acquainted with his father's diſpoſition, 
he did not doubt that he was glad of this pretence to 
get rid of him; and his reſolves being invariable as the 
laws of the Medes and Perſians, he knew it would be 
to no purpoſe to attempt him by prayers and entrea- 
ties; ſo, without any further application, he betook 
himſelf, with his diſconſolate bedfellow, to a farm- 
houſe, where an old ſervant of his mother dwelt: 
There they remained for ſome time in a ſituation but 
ill adapted to the elegance of their deſires, and tender- 
neſs of their love; which, nevertheleſs, my father choſe 
to endure, rather than ſupplicate an unnatural and in- 
flexible parent: But my mother, foreſeeing the incon- 
veniencies to which ſhe muſt have been expoſed, had 
the been delivered in this place (and her pregnancy was 


very far advanced), without communicating her deſign _ 
to her huſband, went in diſguife to the houſe of my 


_ grandfather, hoping that her tears and condition would 
move him to compaſhon, and reconcile him to an event 
which was now irrevocably paſt. She found means to 
deceive the ſervants, and was introduced as an unfor- 
tunate lady, who wanted to complain of ſome matrimo- 
nial grievances; it being my grandfather's particular 
Province to decide in all caſes of ſcandal. She was ac- 
cordingly admitted into his preſence z where difcover- 
mung herſelf, the fell at his feet, and, in the moſt affect- 
ng manner, implored his forgiveneſs ; at the ſame 
ume, repreſenting the danger that threatened not only 
her life, but that of his own grandchild, which was 


ER - —— —_ . 
- 9 ” —— 2 . — 
3 — . 4 or "IV VS 
> — 2 > : * F E EE - 
IFSC. RE OTE ES RE 2 Cone — 
— - — £ — — 
——— 
4 > * * 
— 


1 
i. 


— 
2 
. -— — ————— 
LE E = 6, by 
2 4 WT; » "IS © 
= 8 2 2 5 — 8 = = < 
— — — 
ts ——ů—r—p——— —— 
< — — 
ACS 
SE} Fes JE E = 


> _—_— * _ 
. —— 5 
— — — DR — 


4 THE ADVENTURES OF 


about to ſee the light. He told her, he was forty that 
the indiſcretion of her and his fon had compelled him 


to make a vow, which put it out of his power to give 


them any aſliſtance : That he had already imparted his 
thoughts on that ſubject to her huſband, and was ſur- 
priſed that they ſhould diſturb his peace with any fur- 


ther importunity. This ſaid, he retired. The vio- 
lence of my mother's affliction had ſuch an effect on her 
conſtitution, that ſhe. was immediately ſeized with the 


pains of childbed; and had not an old maid-ſervant, to 
whom ſhe was very dear, afforded her pity and aſſiſt- 
ance, at the hazard of incurring my grandfather's diſ- 
pleaſure, ſhe and the innocent fruit of her womb muſt 
bave fallen miſerable victims to his rigour and inhuma- 
nity. By the friendſhip of this poor woman, ſhe was 
carried up to a garret, and immediately delivered of a 
man- child, the ſtory of whoſe unfortunate birth he 
himſelf now relates. My father being informed of 
what had happened, flew to the embraces of his darling 
| ſpouſe, and, while he loaded his offspring with paternal 
cCareſſſes, could not forbear ſhedding a flood of tears, on 
beholding the dear partner of his heart (for whoſe eaſe 
he would have ſacrificed the treaſures of the eaſt) 
ſtretched upon a flock bed in a miſerable apartment, 
unable to protect her from the inclemencies of the we- 
ther. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the old gentleman 
was ignorant of what paſſed, though he affected to know 


nothing of the matter, and pretended to be very much 


ſurpriſed, when one of his grandchildren, by his eldeſt 
ſon deceaſed, who lived with him as his heir apparent, 
acquainted hin with the affair: He determined, there- 
fore, to obſerve no medium, but immediately (on the 
third day after her delivery) ſent her a peremptory or- 
der to be gone, and turned off the ſervant who had pre- 
ſerved her life. This behaviour ſo exaſperated my fa- 
ther, that he had recourſe to the moſt dreadful impre- 
cations; and, on his bare knees, implored that Heaven 
- would renounce him, if ever he ſhould forget or forgive 
the barbarity of his fire. . The injuries which this un- 


happy mother received from her removal in ſuch cir- 


cumſtances, and the want of neceſſaries where ſhe lodg- 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 5 


ed, together with her grief and anxiety of mind, ſoon 
threw her into a languiſhing diforder, which put an 
end to her life. My father, who loved her tenderly, 
was ſo affected with her death, that he remained fix 
weeks deprived of his ſenſes; during which time, the 
people where he lodged carried the infant to the old 
man, who relented ſo far, on hearing the melancholy 
| Rory of his daughter-in-law's death, and the deplorable 
condition of his ſon, as to ſend the child to nurſe; and 
he ordered my father to be carried home to his houſe, 
where he ſoon recovered the uſe of his reaſon. Whe- 
ther this hard-hearted judge felt any remorſe for his 
_ cruel treatment of his ſon and daughter, or (which is 
more probable) was afraid his character would ſuffer in 
the neighbourhood, he profeſſed great ſorrow for his 
conduct to my father, whole delirium was ſucceeded by 
a profound melancholy and reſerve. At length he dif- _ 
appeared, and, notwithſtanding all imaginable inquiry, 
could not be heard of; a circumſtance which confirmed | 
moſt people in the opinion of his having made away 
with himſelf in a fit of deſpair. How I underitood the 
_ particulars of my birth, will appear in the courſe of 
theſe memoirs. os I 
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CHAPTER II. 


| grow up—am hated by my relations ſent to ſchool-neglected by 
my grandfather—maltreated by my maſter— ſeaſoned to adverſity— 

I form cabals againft the pedant—am debarred acceſs to my grand- 

_ tather—hunted by his heir— I demoliſh the teeth of his tutor, | 


Turxz were not wanting ſome who ſuſpected my 
uncles of being concerned in my father's fate, on the 
ſuppoſition that they would all ſhare in the patrimony 
deſtined for him; and this conjecture was ſtrengthened 
by reflecting, that, in all his calamities, they never diſ- 

covered the leaſt inclination to ſerve him; but, on the 

_ contrary, by all the artiſices in their power, fed his fa- 

ther's reſentment, and ſupported his reſolution of leav- 
wg him to miſery and want. But people of judgment 
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6 THE ADVENTURES OF 


treated this infinuation as an idle chimera ; beeapfe, had 


my relations been ſo wicked as to conſult their intereſt 
by committing fuch an atrocious crime, the fate of my 
father would have extended to me too, whoſe life was 
another obſtacle to their expectation. Meanwhile, I 
grew apace; and as I ſtrongly reſembled my father, 
who was the darling of the tenants, I wanted nothin 
which their indigent circumſtances could afford: But 


their favour was a weak reſource againſt the jealous 

_ enmity of my couſins; who, the more my infancy pro- 
miſed, conceived the more 1mplacable hatred againſt 

me; and, before I was fix years of age, had ſo effectual- 
ly blockaded my grandfather, that I never faw him but 


by ſtealth z when I ſometimes made up to his chair, as 
he fat to view his labourers in the field: On which oc- 


cCaſions, he would ſtroke my head, bid me be a good 
boy, and promile to take care of me. I was ſoon after 
| ſent to ſchool at a village hard by, of which he had 
been dictator time out of mind; but as he neither paid 
for my board, nor ſupplied me with clothes, books, and 
other neceffaries J required, my condition was very 

Tagged and contemptible z and the ſchoolmaſter, who, 
through fear of my grandfather, taught me gratis, gave 


hirafelf no concern about the progreſs I made under his 


inftruction. In ſpite of all theſe difficulties and diſ- 
_ graces, I became a good proficient in the Latin tongue; 


and as ſoon as 1 could write tolerably, peſtered my 


grandfather with letters to ſuch a degree, that he ſent. 


tor my maſter, and chid him ſeverely for beſtowing 


ſuch pains on my education, telling him, that if ever [ 
{houid be brought to the gallows for forgery, which he 
had taught me to commit, my blood would he on his 


head. The pedant, who dreaded nothing more than 


the diſpleaſure of his patron, aſſured his Honour, that 
the boy's ability was more owing to his own genius and 
application, than to any inſtruction or encouragement 
| he received; that, although he could not diveſt him of 
the knowledge he had already imbibed, unleſs he would 
empower him to diſable his fingers, he ſhould endea- 
vour, with God's help, to prevent his future improve- 
ment. And, indeed, he punctually performed what he 
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had undertaken; for, on pretence that I had writ im- 


pertinent letters to my grandfather, he cauſed a board 


to be made with five holes in it, through which he 
thruſt the fingers and thumb of my right hand, and faſt- 


ened it with whip-cord to my wriſt, in ſuch a manner 
as effeQtually debarred me the uſe of my pen. But this 


reſtraint I was freed from in a few days, by an accident 


which happened in a quarrel between me and another 
boy, who, taking upon him to inſult my poverty, I 
was ſo incenſed at his ungenerous reproach, that, with 
one ſtroke of my machine, I cut him to the ſkull, to 
the great terror of myſelf and ſchool-fellows, who left 
him bleeding on the ground, and ran to inform the 
maſter of what had happened. I was fo ſeverely pu- 
niſhed for this treſpaſs, that, were I to live to the age 
of Methuſalem, the impreſſion it made on me would 
not be effaced; no more than the antipathy and horror 
I conceived for the mercileſs tyrant who inflicted it. 
The contempt which my appearance naturally produced 
in all who ſaw me, the continual wants to which I was. 
expoſed, and my own haughty diſpoſition, impatient of 
_ affronts, involved me in a thouſand troubleſome adven- 
| tures, by which I was at length inured to adverſity, 
and emboldened to undertakings far above my years. 
I was often inhumanly ſcourged for crimes I did not 
commit; becauſe, having the character of a vagabond 
in the village, every piece of miſchief, whoſe author 
lay unknown, was charged upon me. I have been 
found guilty of robbing orchards I never entered, of 
killing cats I never hurted, of ſtealing gingerbread 1 
never touched, and of abuſing old women I never ſaw. 
| Nay, a ſtammering carpenter had eloquence enough to 
perſuade my maſter, that I fired a piſtol, loaded with 
imall ſhot, into his window; though my landlady and 
the whole family bore witneſs, that I was a-bed faſt 
aſleep at the time when this outrage was committed. 
I was once flogged for having narrowly eſcaped drown- 
img, by the ſinking of a ferry boat in which I was paſ- 
ſenger; another time for having recovered of a bruiſe 
_ occalioned by a horſe and cart running over me; a 
| third time for being bit by a baker's dog. In ſhort, 
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whether I was guilty or unfortunate, the correction 
and ſympathy of this arbitrary pedagogue were the 
ſame. Far from being ſubdued by this infernal uſage, 
my indignation triumphed over that flaviſh awe which 
had hitherto enforced my obedience ; and the more my 


years and knowledge increaſed, the more I perceived 


the injuſtice and barbarity of his behaviour. By the 
help of an uncommon genius, and the advice and direc- 
tion of our uſher, who had ſerved my father in his tra- 


vels, I made a ſurpriſing progreſs in the claſſics, writ- 


ing, and arithmetic ; fo that, before I was twelve years 


old, I was allowed by every body to be the belt ſcho- 
lar in the ſchool. This qualification, together with a 
boldneſs of temper, and ſtrength of make, which had 


ſubjected almoſt all my contemporaries, gave me ſuch 


influence over them, that I began to form cabals againſt _ 
my perſecutor, and was in hopes of being able to bid 


him defiance in a very ſhort time. Being at the head 


of a faction conſiſting of thirty boys, moſt of them of 
my own age, I was determined to put their metal to 
trial, that I might know how far they were to be de- 


pended upon, before 1 put my grand ſcheme in execu- 


tion: With this view, we attacked a body of ſtout ap- 
prentices, who had taken poſſeſſion of a part of the | 
ground allotted to us for the ſcene of our diverſions, 


and who were then playing at nine-pins on the ſpot : 


but I had the mortification to ſee my adherents routed | 
in an inſtant, and a leg of one of them broke in his 
flight, by the bowl, which one of our adverſaries had 
_ detached in purſuit of us. This diſcomfiture did not 
hinder us from engaging them afterwards in frequent 


Tirmiſhes, which we maintained by throwing ſtones at 


a diſtance, wherein I received many wounds, the ſcars 


of which {till remain. Our enemies were ſo haraſſed 


and interrupted by theſe alarms, that they at laſt aban- 
doned their conqueſt, and left us to the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of our own territories. It would be endleſs to 
enumerate the exploits we performed in the courſe of 
this confederacy, which became the terror of the whole 
village; ; infomuch, that when different intereſts divided 
it, one of the parties commonly courted the alliLance ol 
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Roderick Random (by which name I was known) to 
caſt the balance, and keep the oppoſite faction in awe. 
Meanwhile, I took the advantage of every play-day to 
preſent myſelf before my grandfather, to whom I ſel- 
dom found acceſs, by reaſon of his being cloſely be- 
ſieged by a numerous family of his female grandchild- 
ren, who, though they perpetually quarrelled among 
themſelves, never failed to join againſt me, as the com- 
mon enemy of all. His heir, who was about the age of 
eighteen, minded nothing but fox-hunting, and, indeed, 
Was qualified for nothing elſe, notwithitanding his 
grandfather's indulgence, in entertaining a tutor for 
5 him at home, who at the ſame time performed the of- 
. fice of pariſh-clerk. This young Actæon, who inherit- 
: ed his grandfather's antipathy to every thing in diſtreſs, 
= never ſet eyes on me, without uncoupling his beagles, 
and hunting me into ſome cottage or other, whither 1 
generally fled for ſhelter. In this Chriſtian amuſement, 
he was encouraged by his preceptor, who, no doubt, 
took ſuch opportunities to ingratiate himſelf with the 
riſing ſun, obſerving that the old gentleman, according 
to the courſe of nature, had not long to live, for he was 
already on the verge of fourſcore. The behaviour of 
this raſcally ſycophant incenſed me ſo much, that one 
day, when I was beleagured by him and his hounds in 4 
= Aa farmer's houſe, where I had found protection, I took 
aim at him (being an excellent markſman) with a large 
= pebble, which ſtruck out four of his fore-teeth, and ef?% 
= Ffectually incapacitated him for doing the office of a 
„ San: rata rpg V 
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My mother's brother arrives—relieves me—a deſcription of him—he _ 
goes along with me to the houfe of my grandfather—is encountered 
by his dogs—defeats them after a bloody engagement—is admitted 

to the old gentleman—a dialogue between them. rr Solid & 


 Avovr this time, my mother's only brother, who had 
been long abroad, lieutenant of a man of war, arrived 
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in his own country; where, being informed of my con- 
dition, he came to ſee me, and, out of his ſlender fi- 


nances, not only ſupplied me with what neceſſaries 1 
wanted for the preſent, but reſolved not to leave the 


country until he had prevailed on my grandfather to 


ſettle ſomething handſome on me for the future. This 


was a taſk to which he was by no means equal, being 
entirely ignorant not only of the judge's diſpoſition, but 
alſo unacquainted with the ways of men in general, to 
which his education on board had kept him an utter 


| ſtranger. He was a ſtrong built man, ſomewhat bandy- 


legged, with a neck like that of a bull, and a face which 


(you might eaſily perceive) had withſtood the moſt ob- 
ſtinate aſſaults of the weather. His dreſs conſiſted of a 


ſoldier's coat altered for him by the ſhip's tailor, a 


| ſtriped flannel jacket, a pair of red breeches, japanned 
with pitch, clean gray worſted ſtockings, large filver 
buckles that covered three-fourths of his ſhoes, a ſilver- 


laced hat whoſe crown overlooked the brims about an 


inch and a half, a black bob wig in buckle, a check 
ſhirt, a ſilk handkerchief, an hanger with a braſs handle 
girded to his thigh by a tarniſhed laced belt, and a good 


oak plant under his arm. Thus equipped, he ſet out 


with me (who by his bounty made a very decent ap- 
pearance), for my grandfather's houſe, where we were 
ſaluted by Jowler and Cæſar, whom my couſin, young 
maſter, had let looſe at our approach. Being well ac- 
quainted with the inveteracy of theſe curs, I was about 
to betake myſelf to my heels, when my uncle ſeized me 
with one hand, brandiſhed his cudgel with the other, 
and at one blow laid Czfar ſprawling on the ground; 
but finding himſelf attacked at the ſame time in the 
rear by Jowler, and fearing Cæſar might recover, he 
drew his hanger, wheeled about, and, by a lucky ſtroke, 
| ſevered Jowler's head from his body. By this time, 
the young fox-hunter and three ſervants, armed wit 


pitch-forks and flails, were come to the aſſiſtance of the 


dogs, whom they found breathleſs upon the field; and 
my couſin was ſo provoked at the death of his favour- 
| Ites, that he ordered his attendants to advance, and take 


vengeance on their executioner, whom he loaded with ” 
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all the curſes and reproaches his anger could ſuggeſt. 


Upon which my uncle ſtepped forward with an undaunt- 
ed air, at the ſight of whoſe bloody weapon his antago- 


niſts fell back with precipitation, when he accoſted their 


leader thus: * Lookee, brother, your dogs have board- 
ed me without provocation—what I did was in my own 
defence. Ho you had beſt be civil, and let us ſhoot a- 
head clear of you.” Whether the young ſquire miſin- 

terpreted my uncle's deſire of peace, or was enraged at 


the fate of his hounds beyond his uſual pitch of reſo- 
| lation, I know not; but he ſnatched a flail from one of 
his followers, and came up with a ſhow of aſſaulting the 
lieutenant, who, putting himſelf in a poſture of defence, 
proceeded thus ; © Lookee, you lubberly ſon of a w—e, 


if you come athwart me, ware your gingerbread work, 
III be foul of your quarter, d-——n me.” This de- 


claration, followed by a flouriſh of his hanger, ſeemed 
to check the progreſs of the young gentleman's choler, 
who, looking behind him, perceived his attendants had 
| flunk into the houſe, ſhut the gate, and left him to de- 
_ cide the contention by himſelf. Here a parley enſued, 
which was introduced, by my coulin's aſking, © Who 
the d——! are you ?——What do you want ?!—Some 
ſcoundrel of a ſeaman (1 ſuppoſe) who has deſerted, and 
turned thief. But don't think you ſhall eſcape, firrah 
ll have you hanged, you dog, I will—your blood 
| ſhall pay for that of my two hounds, you ragamufhin. 


I would not have parted with them to fave your whole 


generation from the gallows, you ruffian you.” © None 


of your jaw, you ſwab—none of your jaw (replied my 
uncle)—elfe I ſhall trim your laced jacket for you—— 


I ſhall rub you down with an oaken towel, my. boy 
EI ſhall.” 80 ſaying, he ſheathed his hanger and 


graſped his cudgel. Meanwhile, the people of the 
| houſe being alarmed, one of my female couſins open- 


ed a window, and aſked what was the matter? 

“ 'The matter ! (anſwered the heutenant) no great 
matter, young woman. I have buſineſs with the old 
gentleman, and this ſpark, belike, won't allow me to 
come along - ſide of him, that's all.“ After a few mi- 
nutes pauſe, we were admitted, and conducted to my 
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grandfather's chamber, through a lane of my relations, 


who honoured me with very figniſicant looks, as I paſſed 
along. When we came into the judge's preſence, my 


uncle, after two or three ſea-bows, expreſſed himſelf in 


this manner: “ Your ſervant—your ſervant. What 
cheer, father? what cheer :I ſuppoſe you don't know 
me—may-l: zap you don't—My name is Tom Bowling 
and this here boy, you look as if you did not know him 
neither Tis like you mayn't. He's new rigg'd i faith; 


his cloth don't ſhake in the wind ſo much as it wont to 


do. *Tis my nephew, d'ye ſee, Roderick Random, — 


your own fleſh and blood, old gentleman. Don't lag a- 
ſtern, you dog (pulling me forward).” My grandfa- 
ther who was laid up with the gout) received this re- 
lation, after his long abſence, with that coldneſs of ci- 
vility which was peculiar to him; told him he was glad 
to ſee him, and defired him to fit down. Thank ye, 
thank ye, Sir, I had as lief ſtand (ſaid my uncle); for 
my own part, I defire nothing of you; but if you have 
any conſcience at all, do fomething for this poor boy, 
| who has been uſed at a very unchriſtian rate. Unchri- 
ſtian do J call it ?-Iam ſure the Moors in Barbary have 
more humanity than to leave their little ones to want. 
I would fain know, why my ſiſter's ſon is more neglect- 
ed than that there fair-weather Jack” (pointing to the 
young ſquire, who, with the reſt of my couſins, had fol- 
| lowed us into the room). “Is not he as near akin to 
you as the other? Is not he much handſomer and better 
built than that great chucklehead Come, come, con- 


8 ſider, old gentleman, you are going in a ſhort time to 


give an account of your evil actions. Remember the 

_ wrongs you did his father; and make all the ſatisfaction 

in your power, before it be too late. The leaſt thing f 

you can do is to ſettle his father's portion on him.“ 
The young ladies, who thought themſelves too much 

concerned to contain themſelves any longer, ſet up their 
throats altogether againſt my protector, Scurvy com- 
panion, —ſaucy tarpaulin, —rude, impertinent fellow, 

did he think to preſcribe to grandpapa ? His ſiſter's brat 


had been too well taken care of ,—grandpapa was too 
juſt not to make a difference between an unnatural re- 
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bellious ſon, and his dutiful loving children, who took 
his advice in all things,“ —and ſuch expreſſions, were 
vented againſt him with great violence; until the judge 
at length commanded filence. He calmly rebuked my 
uncle for his unmannerly behaviour, which he ſaid he 
would excuſe on account of his education : He told him 
he had been very kind to the boy, whom he had kept 


at ſchool ſeven or eight years, although he was inform- 
ed he made no progreſs in his learning; but was addict- 


ed to all manner of vice, which he rather believed, be- 


cauſe he himſelf was witneſs to a barbarous piece of 


miſchief he had committed on the jaws of his chaplain, 
But, however, he would ſee what the lad was fit for, 


and bind him apprentice to ſome honeſt tradeſman or 
other, provided he would mend his manners, and behave 
for the future as became him. The honeſt tar (whoſe. 
pride and indignation boiled within him) anſwered my 
girandfather, that it was true he had ſent him to ſchool, 
but it had coſt him nothing, for he had never been at 
one ſhilling expence, to furniſh him with food, raiment, 
books, or other neceſſaries; ſo that it was not to be 
much wondered at, if the boy made ſmall progreſs; and 
yet, whoever told him ſo, was a lying lubberly raſcal, 
and deſerved to be kcel-hauled : For though he (the 
lieutenant) did not underitand thoſe matters himſelf, he 
was well informed as how Rory was the beſt ſcholar of 
his age in all the country; the truth of which he would 
maintain, by laying a wager of his whole half year's 
pay on the boy's head; (with theſe words he pulled out 
his purſe, and challenged the company).—Neither is he 
predicted to vice, as you affirm, but rather left like a 
wreck (d'ye ſee) at the mercy of the wind and weather, 
by your neglect, old gentlman. As for what happened 
to your chaplain, I am only ſorry that he did not knock 
out the ſcoundrePs brains, inſtead of his teeth. By the 
Lord, if ever I come up with him, he had better be in 
Greenland, —that's al. Thank you for your courteous 
offer, of binding the lad apprentice to a tradeſman. 1 


ſuppoſe you would make a tailor of him, — would you? | 
had rather ſee him hang'd, d'ye fee. Come along, 


Rory, I perceive how the land lies, my boy, —let's tack 
about,—Yfaith,—while J have a ſhilling thou ſhaw't 
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want a teſter. B'wye, old gentleman, you're bound 
for the other world, but I believe damnably ill provided 
for the voyage. Thus ended our viſit, and we returned 
to the village, my uncle muttering curſes all the way 
_ the old ſhark and the young fry that ſurrounded 


CHAPTER IV. 


My grandfather makes his will—our ſecond viſit—he dies—his will is 
read in preſence of all his living deſcendents—the diſappointment of 
my female couſins—my uncle's behaviour. „„ 


A tw weeks after our firſt | viſit, we were informed 
that the old judge, at the end of a fit of thoughtfulneſs 
which laſted three days, had ſent for a notary, and 


made his will; that the diſtemper had mounted from 
| his legs to his ſtomach, and, being conſcious of his ap- 


proaching end, he had deſired to ſee all his deſcendents 
without exception. In obedience to this ſummons, my 
uncle ſet out with me a ſecond time, to receive the laſt 


beneddiction of my grandfather: often repeating by the 
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road, “ Ey, ey, we have brought up the old hulk at 
laſt, You ſhall ſee,—you ſhall ſee the effect of my ad- 
monition.“ When we entered his chamber, which was 
_ crowded with his relations, we advanced to the bed-ſide, 
where we found him in his laſt agonies, ſupported by 
two of his grand-daughters, who ſat on each fide of 
him, ſobbing molt piteouſly, and wiping away the froth 
and ſlaver as it gathered on his lips, which they fre- 
quently kiſſed with a ſhow of great anguiſh and affec- 
tion. My uncle approached him with theſe words: 
What! he's not a-weigh. How fare ye,—old gentle- 
man ?—Lord have mercy upon your poor ſinful ſoul.“ 
Upon which the dying man turned his languid eyes to- 
Wards us, and Mr. Bowling went on, © Here's poor 
Rory come to ſee you before you die, and receive your 
bleſſing. What, man! don't deſpair, - you have been a 
great ſinner, tis true, what then? There's a righteous 
judge above,—a'n't there? He minds me no more than 
a porpuſs. Yes, yes, he's a going, —the land crabs will 
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have him, I ſwe that, —his anchor's a- peak, i' faith.“ 
This homely conſolation ſcandalized the company ſo 


much, and eſpecially the parſon, who probably thought 
his province invaded, that we were obliged to retire in- 

he other room, where, in a few minutes, we were 
convinced of my grandfather's deceaſe, by a diſmal yell 
uttered by the young ladies in his apartment; whither 


we immediately haſtened, and found his heir, who had 


retired a little before into a cloſet, under pretence of 
giving vent to his ſorrow, aſking, with a countenance 
beſlubbered with tears, if his grandpapa was certainly 


dead :“ Dead ! (ſays my uncle, looking at the body) 
ay, ay, I'll warrant him as dead as a herring. Odd's fiſh! - 
now my dream is out for all the world. I thought I 
ſtood upon the forecaſtle, and ſaw a parcel of carrion 
_ crows foul of a dead ſhark that flooted alongſide, and the 
devil perching on our ſprit-ſail yard, in the likeneſs of 
a blue bear, — who, d'ye ſee, jumped overboard upon 
the carcaſs, and carried it to the bottom in his claws.” 
Out upon thee, reprobate (cries the parſon), out upon 
thee, blaſphemous wretch !—Doſt thou think his Ho- 
nour's ſoul is in the pofſeſſion of Satan?“ The clamour 
immediately aroſe, and my poor uncle, being ſhouldered 


from one corner of the room to the other, was obliged 


to lug out in his own defence, and ſwear he would turn 8 


out for no man, till ſuch time as he knew who had a 


title to ſend him adrift. None of your tricks upon 
travellers, ſaid he; ma 
man here his heir :—If he has it will be the better for 
his miſerable ſoul. Odd's bob! I'd defire no better 
news. Pd ſoon make him a clear ſhip, I warrant you.” 
To avoid any further diſturbance, one of my grandfa- 
= ther's executors, who was prelent, aſſured Mr. Bowl- 
| ng, that his nephew ſhould have all manner of juſtice ; 
that a day ſhould be appointed, after the funeral, for ex- 
amining the papers of the deceaſed, in preſence ot all his 
relations; till which time every deſk and cabinet in the 
houſe ſhould remain cloſe ſealed; and that he was very 
welcome to be witnefs to this ceremony, which was im- 
mediately performed to his fatisfaftion. In the mean 
time, orders were given to provide mournings for all the 


yhap old buff has left my kinſ- 
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relations, in which number I was included : But my unele 
would not ſuffer me to accept of it, until I ſhould be aſ- 


ſured whether or not I had reaſon to honour his memo- 


ry ſo far. During this interval, the conjectures of peo- 


ple, with regard to the old gentleman's will were va- 


rious. As it was well known he had, beſides his landed 


_ eſtate, which was worth jool. per annum, fix or ſeven 
| thouſand pounds at intereſt, ſome imagined, that the 
whole real eſtate (which he had greatly improved) 
would go to the young man whom he always enter- 


tained as his heir; and that the money would be equally 

divided between my female couſins (five in number) and 
me. Others were of opinion, that as the reſt of his 
children had been already provided for, he would only 
bequeath two or three hundred pounds to each of his 


grand-daughters, and leave the bulk of the ſum to me, to 


atone for his unnatural uſage of my father. At length | 


the important hour arrived, and the will was produ- 

ced in the midſt of the expectants, whoſe looks and geſ- 
_ tures formed a groupe that would have been very enter- 
_ taining to an unconcerned ſpectator. But the reader can 

icarce conceive the aſtoniſhment and mortification that 
appeared, when the attorney pronounced aloud, the 


young ſquire {ole heir of all his grandfather's eſtate per- 
ſonal and real. My uncle, who had liſtened with great 


attention, ſucking the head of his cudgel all the while, 


accompanied theſe words of the attorney with a ſtare, 


and wvherv, that alarmed the whole aſſembly. The eldeſt 


and perteſt of my female competitors, who had been al- 


ways very officious about my grandfather's perſon, in- 


quired with a faultering accent, and viſage as yellow as 
an orange, * if there were no legacies?“ and was an- 


ſwered, © none at all.” Upon which ſhe fainted away. 
"Tu reſt, whoſe expectations (perhaps) were not ſo ſan- 
guine, ſupported their diſappointment with more reſo- 


lution 3 though not without giving evident marks of in- 
dignation, and grief at leaſt as genuine as that which ap- 
peared in them at the old gentleman's death. My con- 


ductor, after having kicked with his heel for ſome tine , 
againſt the wainſcot, began: * So there's no legacy, 


friend, ha i—here' san old lucoubus, but ſomebody” 8 
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ſoul howls for it, d—n me !” The parſon of the pariſh, 


who was one of the executors, and had aCted as ghoſtly 
director to the old man, no ſooner heard this exclama- 
tion than he cried out, © Avaunt, unchriſtian reviler |! 


avaunt wilt thou not allow the ſoul of his Honour to 


.reſt in peace?“ But this zealous paſtor did not find him- 


elf ſo warmly ſeconded, as formerly, by the young la- 


dies who now joined my uncle againſt him, and accuſed 


him of having acted the part of a buſy-body with their 


grandpapa, whoſe ears he had certainly abuſed by falſe 


ſtories to their prejudice, or elſe he would not have ne- 
glected them in ſuch an unnatural manner. 'The young 


ſquire was much diverted with this ſcene, and whiſper- 
cd to my uncle, that, if he had not murdered his dogs, he 


would have ſhown him glorious fun, by hunting a black 
| badger (fo he termed the clergyman). The ſurly heu- 


tenant, who was not in an humgur to reliſh this amuſe- 


ment, replied, . You and your dogs may be d—d—T _ 
| ſuppoſe you'll find them with your old dad, in the lati- 
| tude of hell. Come, Rory—about ſhip, my lad,—we 
muſt ſteer another courſe, I think.”—And away we 


Welt, 
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| CHAPTER v. 


The ſchoolmaſter uſes me barbaroufly—I form a project of revenge, 


in which I am aſſiſted by my uncle] leave the village—am fet- 


tled at an univerſity by his generoſity. 


O our way back to the village, my uncle ſpoke not a 
Word during the ſpace of a whole hour, but whiſtled, 


with great vehemence, the tune of, Why ſhould we quar- 
rel for riches, &'c. his viſage being contracted all the 
while into a moſt formidable frown. At length his pace 
 nnereaſed to ſuch a degree, that I was left behind a con- 
ſiderable way. Then he waited for me; and, when I 
was almoſt up with him, called out in a ſurly tone, 


Hear a hand damme ! muſt I bring to every minute 


for you, you lazy dog?“ Then laying hold of me by the 
arm, hauled me along, until his good nature (of which 
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he had a great ſhare) and reſlection getting the better of 
his paſſion, he ſaid, “ Come, my boy, don't be caſt 
down,—the old raſcal is in hell, — that's ſome ſatisfac- 


tion; you ſhall go to ſea with me, my lad. —A light 
heart and a thin pair of breeches goes thorough the aworld, 
brate boys, as the ſong goes, eh !” though this propo- 
ſal did not at all ſuit my inclination, I was afraid of dif- 


covering any averſion to it, leſt I ſhould diſoblige the 


only friend J had in the world; and he was fo much a 


ſeaman, that he never dreamt I could have any objection 


to bis deſign, conſequently gave himielf no trouble in 
conſulting my approbation. But this reſolution was 
ſoon dropt, by the advice of our uſher, who aſſured Mr. 
Bowling, it would be a thouſand pities to baulk my ge- 
nius, which would certainly, one day, make my fortune 
on ſhore, provided it received due cultivation. Upon 
which this generous tar determined (though he could 
ill afford it) to give me univerſity education; and ac- 
cordingly ſettled my board and other expences, at a 
town not many miles diſtant, famous for its colleges, 
whither we repaired in a ſhort time. But, before the 
day of our departure, the ſchoolmaſter, who no longer 
had the fear of my grandfather before his eyes, laid aſide 
all decency and reſtraint, and not only abuſed me in the 
groſſeſt language his rancour could ſuggeſt, as a wicked, 
profligate, dull, beggarly miſcreant, whom he had taught 
out of charity; but alſo inveighed in the moſt bitter 
manner againſt the memory of the judge (who, by the 
by, had procured that ſettlement for him), hinting in 
pretty plain terms, that the old gentleman's ſoul was 
damn'd to all eternity, for his injuſtice in neglecting to 


pay for my learning. This brutal behaviour, added to 


the ſufferings J had formerly undergone, made me think 


it high time to be revenged of this inſolent pedagogue. 


Hlaving conſulted my adherents, I found them all 
ſtaunch in their promiſes to ſtand by me; and our 
ſcheme was this: In the afternoon preceding the day of 
my departure for the univerſity, I reſolved to take the 
advantage of the uſher's going out to make water (which | 
he regularly did at four o'clock), and ſhut the great 
door, that he might not come to the aſſiſtance of his ſu- 
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perior. This being done, the aſſault was to ) be begun, 
by my advancing to my maſter, and ſpitting in his face. 


was to be ſeconded by two of the ſtrongeſt boys in the 
ſchool, who were devoted to me; their buſineſs was to 
join me in dragging the tyrant to a bench, over which 
| he was to be laid, and his bare poſteriors heartily flog- 


ged with his own birch, which we propoſed to wreſt 
from him in the ſtruggle ; but if we ſhould find him too 
many for us all three, we were to demand the aſſiſtance 


of our competitors, who ſhould be ready to reinforce 
us, or oppoſe any thing that might be undertaken for 
the maſter's relief. One of my principal aſſiſtants was 
called Jeremy Gawky, ſon and heir of a wealthy gen- 
tleman in the neighbourhood ; and the name of the other 
Hugh Strap, the cadet of a family which had given 
ſhoemakers to the village time out of mind. I had once 
ſaved Gawky's life, by plunging into a river, and drag- 


ging him on ſhore, when he was on the point of being 


drowned, I had often reſcued him from the clutches of 
thoſe whom his inſufferable arrogance had provoked to 
a reſentment he was not able to ſuſtain z and many times 
ſaved his reputation and poſteriors by performing his 
exerciſes at ſchool]; ſo that it is not to be wondered at if 
he had a particular regard for me and my intereſts. 
The attachment of Strap flowed from a voluntary diſin- 
tereſted inclination, which had manifeſted itſelf on many 
occaſions on my behalf, he having once rendered me the 
| fame ſervice that I had done Gawky, by ſaving my life 
at the riſk of his own; and often fathered offences that 
I had committed, for which he ſuffered ſeverely, rather 
than I ſhould ſcel the weight of the puniſhment I de- 
ſerved. Theſe two champions were the more willing 
to engage in this enterpriſe, becauſe they intended to 
leave the ſchool the next day as well as I, the firſt being 
ordered by his father to return into the country, and the 
other being bound apprentice to a barber, at a market 
_ town not far off, 1 
In the mean time,” my uncle being mat of my | 
maſter's behaviour to me, was enraged at his inſolence, 
amd vowed revenge ſo heartily, that I could not refrain 


irom telling him the ſcheme J [ had concerted, which he 
| B: 1j 
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Her with great ſatisfaction, at every ſentence ſquirt- 


ing out a mouthful of ſpittle, tinctured with tobacco, 
of which he conſtantly chewed a large quid. At laſt, 
pulling up his breeches, he cried, “ No no, Z—— ds 
that won't do neither d e tis a bold under- 
taking, my lad that I muſt ſay, Yfaith ! but lookee, 
lookee, how doſt propoſe to get clear off? won't the 


enemy give chaſe, my boy ?—ay, ay, that he will, 1 
warrant, und alarm the whole coaſt. 
thee, more ſail than ballaſt, Rory. Let me alone for 


Ah! God help 


that, —leave the whole to melt {how him the fore- 


top-tail, I will. Ii fo be your ſhip-mates are jolly boys, 
and won't flinch, you ſhall ſee, you ſhall ſee ; egad, Ill. 
play him a ſalt-water trick—Pl bring him to the gang- 
way, and anoint him with a cat o'nine tails; he ſhall 


have a round dozen doubled, my lad, he ſhall and be 
left laſhed to his Wed n 


Me were very proud of our aſſociate, who immediate- 
ly went to work, and prepared the inſtrument of his re- 


venge with great {kill and expedition ; after which, he 


ordered our baggage to be packed up and ſent off a dax 
before our attempt, and got horſes ready to be mounted, 
as foon as the affair ſhould be over. At length the hour 
arrived, when our auxiliary, ſeizing the opportunity of 
the oſher s abſence, bolted in, ſecured the door, and im- 
mediately laid hold of the pedant by his collar, who 
bauled out © Murder! thieves !“ with the voice of a 
| Stentor. Though I trembled all over like an aſpen-leaf, 
I knew there was no time to be loſt, and accordingly got 


up, and ſummoned our aſſociates to my aſſiſtance. Strap 


without any heſitation obeyed the ſignal, and ſeeing me 
-leap upon the maſter's back, ran immediately to one of 
his legs, which pulling with all his force, his dreadful 
adverſary was humbled to the ground; upon which 
Gawky, who had hitherto remained in his place, under 
the influence of an univerſal trepidation, haſtened to the 
ſcene of action, and inſulted the fallen tyrant with a 


loud huzza, in which the whole ſchool joined. This 


noiſe alarmed the uſher, who finding himſelf ſhut out, 


endeavoured, partly by threats, and partly by entreaties, 
to procure admiſſion. | My uncle bade him have a little 
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patience, and he would let him in preſently: But, if he 
pretended to move from that place, it ſhould fare worſe 


with the ſon of a b——h his ſuperior, on whom he in- 


tended only to beſtow a little wholeſome chaſtiſement, 


for his barbarous uſage of Rory, © to which (ſaid he) 


you are no ſtranger,” By this time we had dragged the 
criminal to a polt, to which Bowling tied him with a 


rope he had provided on purpoſe, after having ſecured 
his hands and ftript his back. In this ludicrous poſture 


he ſtood (to the no ſmall entertainment of the boys, who 


_ crowded about him and ſhouted with great exultation 


at the novelty of the fight), venting bitter imprecations 
againſt the heutenant, and reproaching his ſcholars with 


treachery and rebellion ; when the uſher was admitted, 

whom my uncle accoſted in this manner: © Harkee, 
Mr. Syntax, I believe you are an honeſt man, d'ye ſee 

| —and I have a reſpect for you—but for all that, we 
muſt for our own ſecurity (d'ye fee) belay you for a 
ſhort time.” With theſe words, he pulled out ſome 
fathoms of cord, which the honeſt man no ſooner ſaw, 
than he proteſted with great carneſtneſs, he would al- 
low no violence to be offered to him, at the ſame time 
acculing me of perfidy and ingratitude. But Bowling 


repreſenting, that it was in vain to reſiſt, and that he 


did not mean to uſe him with violence and indecency, 
but only to hinder him from raiſing the hue and cry 
aàgainſt us, before we ſhould be out of their power, he 


allowed himſelf to be bound to his own deſk, where he 


fat a ſpectator of the puniſhment inflicted on his prin- 
cipal. My uncle having upbraided this arbitrary wretch _ 


with his inhumanity to me, told him, that he propoſed 
to give him a little diſcipline for the good of his ſoul, 


which he immediately put in practice, with great vigour 
and dexterity. This ſmart application to the pedant's 
withered poſteriors, gave him ſuch exquiſite pain, that 
he roared like a mad bul!, danced, curſed, and blaſ- 
phemed, like a frantic bedlamite. When the lieutenant 
thought himſelf ſufficiently revenged, he took his leave 
of him in theſe words: © Now, friend, you'll remember 
me the longeſt day you have to live—l have given you 


a leſſon that will let you know what flogging is, and 
| „„ B ij 
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teach you to have more ſympathy for the ſuture—ſhout, 
boys, ſhout.” This ceremony was no ſooner over, than 
my uncle propoled they ſhould quit the ſchool, and con- 
| voy their old comrade Rory to a public-houſe, about a 
mile from the village, where he would treat them all. 
His offer being joyfully embraced, he addreſſed himſelf 
to Mr. Syntax, and begged him to accompany us; but 
this invitation he refuſed with great diſdain, telling my 
benefactor he was not the man he took him to be. 
« Well, well, old ſurly (replied my uncle, ſhaking his 
hand), chou art an honeſt fellow notwithſtanding; and 
if ever I have the command of a ſhip, thou ſhalt be our 
ſchoolmaſter, Yfaith.” So ſaying, he diſmiſſed the boys, 
and, locking the door, left the two preceptors to conſole 
one another; while we moved forwards on our journey, 
attended by a numerous retinue, whom he treated ac- 
cCording to his promiſe. We parted with many tears, 
and lay that night at an inn on the road, about ten miles 
ſhort of the town where I was to remain, at which we 
arrived next day, and I found I had no cauſe to com- 
plain of the accommodations provided for me; in being e 
boarded at the houſe of an apothecary, who had married 
a diſtant relation of my mother. In a few days after, 
my uncle ſet out for his ſhip, having ſettled the neceſ- 
: lary funds for my maintenance and education. $f 


CHAPTER VI. 
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us I was now capable of reflection, I began to conſider 
my precarious ſituation ; that I was ujterly abandoned 
by thoſe whoſe duty it was to protect mne; and that my 
ſole dependence was on the generoſity of one man, who 
was not only expoſed, by his profeſſion, to continua! 
dangers, which might one day deprive me of him for 
ever; but alſo (no doubt) La wa to thoſe vieiſſitudes 0! Of 
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| diſpoſition, which a change of fortune uſually creates 
or, which a better acquaintance with the world might 


produce: For I always aſcribed his benevolence to the 
dictates of a heart as yet undebauched by a commerce 


with mankind. Alarmed at theſe conſiderations, J re- 
ſolved to apply myſelf with great care to my ſtudies, 
and enjoy the opportunity in my power: This I did 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that, in the ſpace of three years, I 
underſtood Greek very well, was pretty far advanced in 


the mathematics, and no ſtranger to moral and natural 
philoſophy ; logic I made no account of; but, above all 
things, I valued myſelf on my taſte in the Belles Lettres, 


and a talent for poetry, which had already produced 
ſome pieces that met with a very favourable reception. 


Theſe qualifications, added to a good face and ſhape, ac- 
_ quired the efteem and acquaintance of the moſt conſider- 


able people in town, and I had the ſatisfaction to find 


myſelf in ſome degree of favour with the ladies; an in- 
toxicating piece of good fortune to one of my amorous 
complexion !] which I obtained, or at leait preſerved, by 


gratiſying their propenſity to ſcandal in lampooning 


their rivals. Two of my female couſins lived in this 
place with their mother, ſince the death of their father, 
who left his whole fortune equally divided between 
them; ſo that, if they were not the moſt beautiful, they 
were at leaſt the richeſt toaſls in town; and received 
daily the addreſſes of all the beaux and cavaliers of the 
country. Although I had hitherto been looked upon 
by them with the moſt ſupercilious contempt, my cha- 
racer now attracted their notice ſo much, that I was 


given to underſtand I might be honoured with their ac- 


quaintance, if I pleaſed, The reader will eaſily per- 


ceive, that this condeſcenſion either flowed fromthe hope 


of making ray poetical capacity ſubſervient to their ma- 
| lice, or at leaſt of ſcreening themſelves from the laſh of 
my reſentment, which they had effectually provoked. I 
enjoyed this triumph with great ſatisfaction: and not 
only rejected their offer with diſdain, but in all my per- 


ſormances, whether ſatire or panegyric, induſtriouſly 


avoided mentioning their names, even while I celebrated 
| thoſe of their intimates : This negle& mortified their 
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pride exceedingly, and incenſed them to ſuch a degree, 
that they were reſolved to make me repent of my indif- 
ference. The firſt ſtroke of their revenge conſiſted in 
their hiring a poor collegian to write verſes againſt me, 
the ſubject of which was my own poverty, and the ca- 
taſtrophe of my unhappy parents; but, beſides the bad- 
neſs of the compoſition (of which they themſelves were 
aſhamed), they did not find their account in endeavour- 
ing to reproach me with thoſe misfortunes which they 
and their relations had brought upon me, and which, 
conſequently, reflected much more diſhonour on chem 
ſelves than on me, who was the innocent victim of their 
barbarity and avarice. Finding this plan miſcarry, they 
found means to irritate a young gentleman againſt me, 
by telling him I had lampooned his miſtreſs; and ſo ef- 
fectually ſucceeded in the quality of incendiaries, that 
this enraged lover determined to ſeize me next night, as 


I returned to my lodgings from a friend's houſe that ! 


_ frequented : With this view, he waited in the ſtreet, at- 
tended by two of his companions, to whom he had | im- 
parted his defign, of carrying me down to the river, in 
which he propoſed to have me heartily ducked, notwith- 

ſtanding the ſeverity of the weather, it being then about 
the middle of December. But this ſtratagem did not 
ſucceed; for, being appriſed of their ambuſh, I got 
home another w way, and, by the help of my landlord's | 
apprentice, di [charged A volley from the garret window, 
which did great execution upon them; and next day oc- 
caſioned ſo much mirth at their expence, that they found 

_ themſelves under a neceſſity of leaving the town, until 
the adventure ſhould be entirely forgotten. My couſins 
(though twice baffled in their expectation), did not, how- | 


ever, deſiſt from perſecuting me, who had now enraged - 


them beyond a poſſibility of forgiveneſs, by detecting 
their malice, and preventing its effects; neither ſhould | 

1 have found them more humane, had I patiently ſub- 

| mitted to their rancour, and bore, without murmuring, 
the rigour of their unreaſonable hate; for I have found 
by experience, that, though ſmall favours may be ac- 
knowledged, and ſlight injuries atoned, there is no wretch 
to ungrateful 2: as he whom you have. moſt generouſly 
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obliged ; and no enemy ſo implacable as thoſe who have 
done you the greateſt wrong. Theſe good-natured 


creatures, therefore, had recourſe to a ſcheme which 


conſpired with a piece of bad news I ſoon after received, 


to give them all the ſatisfaction they deſired : This plan 
was to debauch the faith of my companion and confi- 


dent, who betrayed the truſt I repoſed in him, by im- 
parting to them the particulars of my {mall amours, 

which they publiſhed with ſuch exaggerations, that I 
ſuffered very much in the opinion of every body, and 


was utterly diſcarded by the dear creatures whoſe names 
had been called in queſtion. While I was buſy in tracing 
cout the author of this treachery, that I might not only 
be revenged on him, but alſo vindicate my character to 


my friends, I one day perceived the looks of my landla- 


dy much altered, when I went home to dinner, and in- 
quiring into the cauſe, ſhe ſcrewed up her mouth, and 
fixing her eyes on the ground, told me her huſband had 
received a letter from Mr. Bowling, with one encloſed 
for me—-ſhe was very ſorry for what had happened, both 
for my ſake and his own—people ſhould be more cau- 
tious of their conduct. She was always afraid his bru- 
tal behaviour would bring him into ſome misfortune or 
other. As for her part, the would be very ready to be- 


friend me; but ſhe had a ſmall family of her own to 


maintain. The world would do nothing for her if ſhe 
ſhould come to want—charity begins at home: She 
wiſhed I had been bound to ſome ſubſtantial handicraft, 
ſuch as a weaver, or a ſhoemaker, rather than loiter 
away my time in learning fooliſh nonſenſe that would 
never bring me in a penny—but ſome folks are wiſe, 


and tome are otherwiſe. I was liſtening to this myſte- 


rious diſcourſe with great amazement, when her huſband 


entered, and, without ſpeaking a ſyllable, put both the 


letters into my hand. I received them trembling, and 


read what follows: 


To Mr. RockR Portion. | 
„ SIR, „ e 


© Tas is to let you know that I have quitted the 
Thunder man of war, being obliged to ſheer off, for kill- 


5 * 
— * 3 — . 8 - 47: Sf . 4 " 2 "ot —— 4 D on 
3 ͤ ˙ 3 Crd . FFF ea FR - = *- 2 z 2 
27> ” x — 8 — Do: fs r 2 2 >. * 


is £2 > 
. . — — OE es 


— 
2 OO YE 


26 THE ADVENTURES OF 


ing my captain, which I did fairly on the beach at 
Cape Tiberoon, in the iſland of Hiſpaniola; having re- 
ceived his fire, and returned it, which went through his 
body: And I would ſerve the beſt man ſo that ever 


Rept between ſtem and ſtern, if fo be that he ſtruck me, 


as Captain Oakum did. I am (thank God) ſafe among 
the French, who are very civil, thof I don't underſtand 
their lingo; and I hope to be reſtored in a little time, 
for all the great friends and parliamentary intereſt of 
the captain, for I have ſent over to my landlord in Deal 


an account of the whole affair, with our bearings and 


_ diſtances while we were engaged, whereby I have de- 


| fired him to lay it before his Majeſty, who (God bleſs 
him) will not ſuffer an honeſt tar to be wronged. My 


love to your ſpouſe, and am 
og. Your loving friend, WE 
X and ſervant to command, 


e 


Tromas BowLixe.” 


100 BY 
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ed at my misfortune—but mind 


your book, my lad. I have got no money to fend you; 


but what of that ?—NMr. Potion will take care of you, 


for the love he bears to me, and let you want for no- 


thing, and it ſhall go hard but I will fee him one day 

repaid. No more at preſent, but reſs 

L Vom . 
and ſervant till death, 


THOMAS BOWLING.” 


Tuns letter (which with the other was dated from Port 
Louis in Hiſpaniola) I had no ſooner read, than the apo- 
thecary, ſhaking his head, began : I have a very great 
regard for Mr. Bowling, that's certain, —and could be 
well content—but times are very hard. There's no ſuch | 
thing as money to be got—I believe *tis all vaniſhed | 
under ground, for my part. Beſides, I have been out of 
pocket already, having entertained you ſince the begin- 


ning of this month without receiving a ſixpence, —and 
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God knows if ever I ſhall ;—for I believe it will 
hard with your uncle. And more than that, I was 
thinking of giving you warning, for I want your apart- 


ment for a new *prentice, whom I expect from the coun- 


try every hour. S0 I defire you will this week provide 
yourſelf with another lodging.” The indignation which 
this harangue inſpired, gave me ſpirits to ſupport my 
reverſe of fortune, and to tell him, I deſpiſed his mean 


ſelfiſh diſpoſition ſo much, that I would ſtarve rather 


than be beholden to him for one ſingle meal. Upon 


which, out of my pocket-money, I paid him to the laft 
; farthing of what I owed, and aſſured him I would not 
ſleep another night under his roof. This ſaid, I ſallied 


out in a tranſport of rage and ſorrow, without knowin 
whither to fly for ſhelter, having not one friend in the 


world capable of relieving me, and only three ſhillings 
in my purſe. After giving way for a few minutes to 
the dictates of my rage, I went and hired a ſmall bed- 


room, at the rate of one ſhilling and ſixpence per weck, 


which I was obliged to pay per advance, before the land- | 
lord would receive me: Thither I removed my luggage 
and next morning got up, with a view of craving the 
advice and aſſiſtance of a perſon who had on all occa- 
ſions loaded me with careſſes, and made frequent offers 
of friendſhip, while I was under no neceſſity of accept- 
ing them. He received me with his wonted affability, 
and inſiſted on my breakfaſting with him, a favour 
which I did not think fit to refuſe. But, when 1 com- 
municated the occaſion of my viſit, he appeared ſo diſ- 
concerted, that I concluded him wonderfully affected 
with the miſery of my condition, and looked upon him 
as a man of the moſt extenſive ſympathy and benevo- 
| lence, He did not leave me long under this miſtake ;_ 
for, recovering himſelf from his confuſion, he told me, 
hie was grieved at my misfortune, and deſired to know 
what had paſſed between my landlord Mr. Potion and 
me. Whereupon I recounted the converſation ; and 
when I repeated the anſwer 1 made to his urgenerous 
remonſtrance with regard to my leaving his houſe, this 


pretended friend affected a ſtare, and exclaimed, © Is 


it poſſible you could behave fo ill to the man who had 
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treated you ſo kindly all along !” My ſurpriſe : at hear- 
ing this was not at all affected, whatever his might 
be; and I gave him to underftand; with ſome warmth, 


that I did not imagine he would ſo unreaſonably eſpouſe 
the cauſe of a ſcoundrel, who ought to be expelled from 


every ſocial community. This heat of mine gave him 
all the advantage he deſired over me, and our diſcourſe 


after much altercation) concluded in his deſiring never 
to ſee me again in that place; to which deſire I yield- 

ed my conſent, aſſuring him, that had I been as well ac- 
quainted with his principles formerly as I was now, he 
never ſhould have had an opportunity of making that 
requeſt.— And thus we parted. 


On my return, I met my comrade Squire 617 


whom his father had ſent, ſome time ago, to town, for 
his improvement in writing, dancing, fencing, and other 
modiſh qualifications. As I had lived with him, fince 
| his arrival, on the footing of our old intimacy, I made 

no ſeruple of informing him of the lowneſs of my cir- 
cumſtances, and aſking a ſmall ſupply of money, to an- 
ſwer my preſent expence; upon which he pulled out a 

handful of halfpence, with a ſhilling or two among them, 


and ſwore that was all he had to keep his pocket till 


next quarter-day, he having loſt the greateſt part of his 
allowance the night before at billiards. Though this 

aſſertion might very well be true, I was extremely 
mortified at his indifference z for he neither expreſſed 
any ſympathy for my miſhap, nor defire of alleviating 


my diſtreſs; and accordingly I left him without utter- 


ing one word: But, when I afterwards underſtood that 
| he was the perſon who had formerly betrayed me to 
the malice of my couſins, to whom likewiſe he had car- 
_ ried the tidings of my forlorn ſituation, which afforded 
them great matter of triumph and exultation, I deter- 


mined with myſelf to call him to a ſevere account; for 


which purpoſe I borrowed a ſword, and wrote a chal- 
lenge, deſiring him to meet me at a certain time and 

place, that I might have an opportunity of puniſhing | 
his perfidy, at the expence of his blood. He accepted 
the invitation; and I betook myſelf to the field, though 
not without feeling confiderable (EPUENAnGE to the cam- 
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bat, which frequently attacked me in cold ſweats by 
the way: But the deſire of revenge, the ſhame of re- 
tracting, and hope of conqueſt, conſpired to repel theſe 
unmanly ſymptoms of fear; and I appeared on the plain 
with a good grace: There I waited an hour beyond the 


time appointed, and was not ill pleaſed to find he had 
no mind to meet me; becauſe I ſhould have an oppor- 
tunity of expoſing his cowardice, diſplaying my own 

courage, and of beating him ſoundly whereſoever 1 


| ſhould find him, without any dread of the conſequence. 
| Elevated with theſe ſuggeſtions, which entirely baniſh- 


ed all thoughts of my deplorable condition, I went di- 


rectly to Gawky's lodgings, where I was informed of 
his precipitate retreat, he having ſet out for the coun- 


try in leſs than an hour after he had received my bil- 


let: And I was vain enough to have the whole ſtory in- 


ſerted in the news, although I was fain to ſell a gold- 


laced hat to my landlord for leſs than half price, to de- 
| fray the expence, and contribute to my ſubſiſtence. 


4 
—— I 


Iam entertained by Mr. Crab—a deſcription of him—l acquire the 
art of ſurgery—conſult Crab's diſpoſition become neceſſary to him 
-an accident happens—he adviſes me to launch out into the world 


—alliſts me with money I ſet out for London. 


Tus fumes of my reſentment being diſſipated, as well 


as the vanity of my ſucceſs, I found myſelf deſerted to 


all the horrors of extreme want, and avoided by man- 
kind as a creature of a different ſpecies, or rather as 


a ſolitary being, no ways comprehended within the 


icheme or protection of Providence. My deſpair had 
rendered me almoſt quite ſtupified, when I was one day 
told, that a gentleman deſired to ſee me at a certain 
public-houſe, whither immediately I repaired, and was 
introduced to one Mr, Launcelot Crab, a ſurgeon in 
town, who was engaged, with two more, in drinking a 
liquor called pop-in, compoſed by mixing a quartern of 
| brandy with a quart of ſmall-beer. Before J relate the 
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diation of friends, had been lately inflamed beyond a 
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occaſion of this meſlage, I believe it will not be diſa- 


greeable to the reader, if I deſcribe the gentleman who 
ſent for me, and mention ſome circumſtances of his cha- 


racter and conduct, which may illuſtrate what follows, 


and account for bl behaviour to me. 

This member of the faculty was aged fifty, about five 
feet high, and ten round the belly; his face was capa- 
cious as a full moon, and much of the complexion of a 


mulberry; his noſe, reſembling a powder-horn, was 
ſwelled to an enormous ſize, and ſtudded all over with 
carbuncles; and his little gray eyes reflected the rays 
in ſuch an oblique manner, that, while he looked a per- 
ſon full in the face, one would have imagined he was 


admiring the buckle of his ſhoe. He had long enter- 
tained an implacable reſentment againſt Potion, who, 
though a young practitioner, was better employed than 


he, and once had the aſſurance to perform a cure, where- 
by he diſappointed and diſgraced the prognoſtic of the 
ſaid Crab. This quarrel, which was at one time upon 


the point of being made up by the interpoſition and me- 


poſſibility of reconciliation, by the reſpective wives oi 
the opponents, who, chancing to meet at a chriſtening, 


_ difagreed about precedence, proceeded from invectives 
to blows, and were with great difficulty, by the goſſips, _ 
prevented from converting the occaſion of j Joy into 2 Fo 


| ſcene of lamentation. 


The difference between theſe oak was in the height 


of rancour, when I received the meſſage of Crab, who 


received me as civilly as I could have expected from 
one of his diſpoſition 3 and, after deſiring me to fit, in- 
quired into the particulars of my leaving the houſe of 
Potion 3 which when TI had related, he ſaid, with a ma- 
licious grin, "There's a ſneaking dog 1 always 
thought him a fellow without a ſoul, d—n mel—a 
canting ſcoundrel, who has crept into buſineſs by his 
hypocriſy, and kiſſing the a—ſe of every body.“ Ay, 
ay (ſays another), one might ſee with half an eye that 
the raſcal has no honeſty in him, by his going ſo regu- 
larly to church.” This ſentence was confirmed by a | 


third, who aſſured his companions, that Potion was ne- 


. 
8 RRV 0 * ; 4 
KEE n . r N E 


A 
n N 


o 
N n i 
wb 22 e 8 


o 
e l 

y N 5 F 9 
. 8 8 N 

x7 c 

2 e 


6+ 3s at ö 
a TTT ee GR ana 


1 
; » 


2 
We 
Dy 
WT. 
Du 
8 
Wy, 
E: : 

5 8 
* 
RY 
BD . 
= 

=> 

3 
=D 
A 
"$2 N 
5 
. * 
7 8 
8 


9 
e 
n 
© N 
e 


RODERICK RANDOM. 31 


ver known to be diſguiſed in liquor but once, at a 
meeting of the godly, where he had diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf by an exlempore prayer an hour long. After this 
preamble, Crab addreſſed himſelf to me in theſe words: 
« Well, my lad, I have heard a good character of you, 
and I'll do for you. You may ſend your things to my 
houſe when you pleaſe. I have given orders for your 


reception. Z- ds! What does the booby ſtare at ?— 


If you have no mind to embrace my courteous offer, 


you may let it alone, and be d--d.” I anſwered, with 
a a ſubmiſſive bow, that I was far from rejecting his 
friendly offer, which I would immediately accept, as 
ſoon as he ſhould inform me on what footing I was to 
be entertained. © What footing! d—n my blood (cri- 


ed he), d'ye. expect to have a footman and a couple of 


Horſes kept for you?“ No, Sir (I replied), my ex- 
pectations are not quite ſo ſanguine. That I may be as 
little burdenſome as poſſible, I would willingly ſerve in 
pour ſhop, by which means 1 may ſave you the expence 

of a journeyman, or porter at leaſt, for I underſtand a 

little pharmacy, having employed ſome of my leiſure 
hours in the practice of that art while I lived with Mr. 

| Potion : Neither am I altogether ignorant of ſurgery, 

Which I have ſtudied with great pleaſure and applica- 

tion. O ho! you did? (ſays Crab)—Gentlemen, here 
is a complete artiſtStudied ſurgery ! what ? in books, 

I ſuppoſe. I ſhall have you diſputing with me one of 

theſe days on points of my profeſſion. You can alrea- 
dy account for muſcular motion (I warrant), and e 
plain the myſtery of the brain and nerves—ha! You 
are too learned for me, d—n me. But let's hear no 
more of this ſtuff, Can you bleed and give a clyſter, 
ſpread a plaſter, and prepare a potion ?” Upon my an- 

ſwering in the aſſirmative, he ſhook his head, telling 
me, he believed he ſhould have little good of me, for 
all my promiſes; but, however, he would take me in 

for the ſake of charity. I was accordingly that very 
night admitted to his houſe, and had an apartment al- 

ligned to me in the garret, which I was fain to put up 


with, notwithſtanding the mortification my pride ſuf- 


tered in this change of circumſtances. I was ſoon con- 


2 * * bs 
— IE . —— 


— 


'T] 

z ” 
&. 
|. 
Fi 
{ 
ft 
it 
[ 4 
W. 
f 
L 
4 

* 
* 


F 


ü — — — — — 


In Wont T 


32 THE ADVENTURES OF 


ces of this real motives ASTM induced Crab to re- 


ceive me in this manner: For, beſides the gratification 


of his revenge, by expoling the ſelfiſhneſs of his antago- 
nift, in oppoſition to his own generoſity, which was all 
affectation, he had occaſion for a young man, who un- 

derſtood ſomething of the profeſſion, to fill up the place 
of his eldeſt apprentice, lately dead, not without violent 
ſuſpicion of foul play from his maſter's brutality. 'The 
knowledge of this circumſtance, together with his daily 
| behaviour to his wife and the young apprentice, did not 


at all contribute to my enjoying my new ſituation with 
eaſe : However, as I did not perceive how 1 could be- 
ſtow mylelt to better advantage, I reſolved to ſtudy 


Crab's temper with all the application, and manage it 
with all the addreſs, in my power. And it was not 
long before I found out a ſtrange peculiarity of humour, 


which governed his behaviour towards all his depend- 
ents. I obſerved, when he was pleaſed, he was ſuch a 
niggard of his latisfaction, that, if his wife or ſervants 
betrayed the leaſt ſymptom of participation, he was of- 
fended to an inſupportable degree of choler and fury, 


the effects of which they ſeldom failed to feel. And, 


when his indignation was rouſed, ſubmiſſion and footh-- 


ing always exaſpcrated it beyond the bounds of reaſon 


and humanity. I therefore purſued a contrary plan; 
and one day when he honoured me with the names of 


ignorant whelp, and lazy ragamuflin, I boldly replied, 


I was neither ignorant nor lazy, ſince I both underſtood. 

and performed my buſineſs as well as he could do for 
his ſoul; neither was it juſt to call me ragamuffin, for 
I had a whole coat on my back, and was deſcended from 
a better family than any he could boaſt an alliance with. 


He gave tokens of great amazement at this aſſurance of 


mine, and ſhook his cane over my head, regarding me 

all the time with a countenance truly diabolical. Al- 

though I was terribly ſtartled at his menacing looks and 

| poſture I yet had reflection enough left to convince me 
had gone too far to retract, and that this was the cri- 


tical minute which muſt decide my future lot in his ſer- 
vice; I therefore ſnatched up the peſtle of a mortar, 


: and ſwore, if he offered to ſtrike me without a cauſe, 1 


4 


no matter, you ſhall pay for this, you dog, you ſhall. 
I'll do your buſineſs—yes, yes, PII teach you to lift 
your hand againſt me. 
me under dreadful apprehenſions, which vaniſhed en- 


uſual complacency, and treated me with a glaſs of punch 


cover him in a ſhort time, and became ſo neceſſary to 
him, in managing his buſineſs while he was engaged at 
the bottle, that fortune began to wear a kinder aſpect ; _ 


_ cloſe application to the duties of my employment, in 
- which I ſucceeded beyond my own expectation. I was 


5 Potion in the moſt ridiculous lights my ſatirical talents _ 


ſtian offices, when ſhe had been too familiar with the 


barous huſband. In this manner I lived, without hear- 
ing the leaſt tidings of my uncle, for the ſpace of two 
years, during which time I kept little or no company, 
being neither in a humour to reliſh, nor in a capacity, 
to maintain much acquaintance : For the Nabal, m 
_ maſter, allowed me no wages; and the ſmall perquiſites 
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ceſſaries of life. I was no longer a pert unthinking 
coxcomb, giddy with popular applauſe, and elevated 


taught me how little the careſſes of the world, during 
a man's proſperity, are to be valued by him; and how 


wholly engroſſed in laying up a ſtock of inſtruction that Ty 
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ſhould ſee whether his ſkull or my weapon was hardeſt. i 
He continued ſilent for ſome time, and at laſt broke | 


forth into theſe ejaculations : This is fine uſage from 
a ſervant to a maſter, very fine !—damnation !—but 
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So ſaying, he retired, and left 
tirely at our next meeting, when he behaved with un- 


after dinner. By this conduct, I got the aſcendency 


and I confoled myſelf for the diſregard of my former 
acquaintance, with the knowledge I daily imbibed, by a 


on very good terms with my maſter's wife, whoſe 
eſteem I acquired and cultivated, by repreſenting Mrs. 
could invent, as well as by rendering her ſome Chri- 


dram bottle, to which ſhe had oftentimes recourſe for 
conſolation, under the affliction ſhe ſuffered from a bar- 


of my ſtation ſcarce ſupplied me with the common ne- 
with the extravagance of hope: My misfortunes had 


ſeriouſly and expeditiouſly he ought to ſet about mak- 
ing himſelf independent of them. My preſent appear- 
ance, therefore, was the leaſt of my care, which was 
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might ſecure me againſt the caprice of fortune for the 
ſuture. I became ſuch a ſloven, and contracted ſuch an 
air of auſterity, that every body pronounced me creſt- 
fallen; and Gawky returned to town, without running 


any riſk from my reſentment, which was by this time 


pretty much cooled, and reſtrained by prudential rea- 


ſons ſo effeCtually, that I never ſo much as thought of 
obtaining ſatisfaction for the injuries he had done me. 
When I deemed myſelf ſufficiently maſter of my buſi- 


neſs, I began to caſt about for an opportunity of launch- 


ing into the world, in hope of finding ſome proviſion 
that might make amends for the difficulties I had un- 


dergone : But, as this could not be effected without a 


| {mall ſum of money to equip me for the field, I was in 
the utmoſt perplexity how to raiſe it, well knowing, 
that Crab for his own ſake, would never put me in a 
condition to leave him, when his intereſt was ſo much 
concerned in my ſtay. But a ſmall accident, which 
happened about this time, determined him in my fa- 
vour. This was no other than the pregnancy of his 
maid- ſervant, who declared her ſituation to me, aſſur- 
ing me, at the ſame time, that I was the occaſion of it. 
Although I had no reaſon to queſtion the truth of this 
imputation, I was not ignorant of the familiarities which 
had paſſed between her maſter and her; taking the ad- 
vantage of which, I repreſented to her the folly of lay: 
ing the burden at my door, when ſhe might diſp ole of 
it to much better purpoſe with Mr. Crab. She liſten- 
ed to my advice, and next day acquainted him with the 
pretended ſucceſs of their mutual endeavours. He was 
far from being overjoyed at this proof of his vigour, 
which he foreſaw might have very troubleſome conſe- 
| quences z not that he dreaded any domeſtic grumblings 
and reproaches from his wife, whom he kept in perfect 
ſubjection; but becauſe he knew it would furniſh his 
rival Potion with a handle for inſulting and undermin- 
ing his reputation; there being no fcandal equal to that 
of uncleanneſs, in the opinion of thoſe who inhabit the 
part of the iſland where he lived. He therefore took 2 
reſolution worthy of himſelf ; which was, to perſuade 
| the gil that the was not with child, but only afflicted : 
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with a diſorder incident to young women, which he 
would eaſily remove: With this view (as he pretend- 


ed), he preſcribed for her ſuch medicines as he thought 
would infallibly procure abortion ; but, in this ſcheme, 


he was diſappointed ; for the maid, being advertiſed by 
me of his deſign, and at the ſame time well acquainted 


with her own condition, abſolutely refuſed to follow his 
direCtions ; and threatened to publiſh her ſituation to 


the world, if he would not immediately take ſome me- 


thod of providing for the important occaſion, which ſhe 
expected in a few months. It was not long before 1 


priſed that a young fellow like you diſcovers no inclin- 


ation to puſh his fortune in the world. Before I was of 
your age, I was broiling on the coaſt of Guinea.—Dam- 
me! what's to hinder you from profiting by the war, 
which will certainly be declared in a ſhort time againſt 
Spain? You may eaſily get on board of a king's ſhip, 
in quality of a ſurgeon's mate; where you will certain- 
ly fee a great deal of practice, and ſtand a good,chance 
of getting prize- money.“ I laid hold of this fdeclara- 
tion, which I had long wiſhed for, and aſſured him I _ 
would follow his advice with pleaſure, if it was in my 
power; but that it was impoſlible for me to embrace an 
opportunity of that kind, as I had no friend to advance 
a little money to ſupply me with what neceſſaries I 
ſhould want, and defray the expences of my journey to 


London. He told me, that few neceſſaries were requir- 


ed; and as for the expence of my journey, he would 
lend me money, ſufficient not only for that purpoſe, but 
alſo to maintain me comfortably in London, until 1 
ſhould procure a warrant for my proviſion on board of 
ſome ſhip. I gave him a thouſand thanks for his oblig= _ 
ing offer (although I was very well appriſed of his mo- 
tive, which was no other than a deſign to lay the baſ- 


tard to my charge, after my departure), and according- 


I! ſet out in a few weeks for London, my whole for- 
tune conſiſting of one ſuit of clothes, half a dozen of 
ruffled ſhirts, as many plain, two pair of worſted, and a 

like number of thread ſtockings, a caſe of pocket in- 
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gueſſed the reſult of his deliberation, by his addreſſing 
; bimſelf to me (one day) in this manner: *I am ſur- 
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ſtruments, a ſmall edition of Horace, Wiſeman's Surge. 


ry, and ten guineas in caſh, for which Crab took my 
bond, bearing five per cent: intereſt ; at the ſame time 


gave me a letter to the member of parliament for our 


town, which, he ſaid, would do my buſineſs effectually. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


I arrive at Newcaſtle—meet with my old ſchool-fellow Strap—we de- 
termine to walk together to London—ſet out on our journey—put 
up at a ſolitary ale-houſe— are diſturbed by a ſtrange adventure in 


the night. 


Turns is no ſuch convenience as a waggon in this 
country, and my finances were too weak to ſupport the 
_ expence of hiring a horſe ; I determined therefore to ſet 
out with the carriers, who tranſport goods from one 
place to another on horſeback ; and this ſcheme I ac- 
cordingly put in execution on the firſt day of November 
1739, fitting upon a pack-ſaddle between two baſkets, 
one of which contained my goods in a knapſack. But, 
by the time we arrived at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, I was 


ſo fatigued with the tediouſneſs of the carriage, and be- 


numbed with the coldneſs of the weather, that I reſolv- 


ed to travel the reſt of my journey on foot, rather than 
proceed in ſuch a diſagreeable manne. 
The hoſtler of the inn at which we put up, under- 
ſtanding I was bound for London, adviſed me to take 
my paſſage in a collier, which would be both cheap and 
expeditious, and withal much eaſier than to walk up- 
Wards of three hundred miles through deep roads in the 
winter time; a journey which, he believed, I had not 
ſtrength enough to perform. I was almoſt perſuaded to 
take his advice, when, one day, ſtepping into a barber's 
ſhop to be ſhaved, the young man, while he lathered my 
face, accoſted me thus: Sir, I preſume you are a 


. 


Scotchman.“ I anſwered in the affirmative. © Pray 

(continued he) from what part of Scotland?“ ——I no _ 

ſooner told him, than he diſcovered great emotion, and 
not confining his operation to my chin and upper lip, 
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beſmeared my whole face with great agitation. I was ſo 


_ offended at this profuſion, that, ſtarting up, I aſked him 


what the d—| he meant by uſing me ſo! He begged 


pardon, telling me his joy at meeting with a country- 
man had occaſioned ſome confuſion in him ; and craved 
my name. But when I declared my name was Random, 
he exclaimed in a rapture, © How! Rory Random?” 


The ſame, I replied, looking at him, with aſtoniſhment. 


„ What, cried he, don't you know your old ſchool-fel- 
low, Hugh Strap?“ At that inſtant, recollecting his 
face, I flew into his arms, and, in the tranſport of my 
joy, gave him back one half of the ſuds he had ſo la- 
viſhly beſtowed on my countenance fo that we made a 
very ludicrous appearance, and furniſhed a great deal of 
mirth for his maſter and ſhop-mates, who were witneſſes 
of this ſcene. When our mutual careſſes were over, I 
fat down again to be ſhaved; but the poor fellow's 
_ nerves were ſo diſcompoſed by this unexpected meeting, 
that his hand could ſcarcely hold the razor, with which 
| (nevertheleſs) he found means to cut me in three places, 
in as many ſtrokes. His maſter, perceiving his difor- 
der, bade another ſupply his place, and, after the ope- 
ration was performed, gave Strap leave to paſs the reſt 
of the day with me. We retired immediately to my 
| lodgings, where, calling for ſome beer, I defired to be 
informed of his adventures, which contained nothing 
more, than that his maſter dying before his time was 
cout, he had come te Newcaitle about a year ago, in ex- 
pectation of journey-work, along with three young fel- 
lows of his acquaintance who worked in the keels; that 


he had the good fortune of being employed by a very 


civil maſter, with whom he intended to ſtay till the 
_ Ipring, at which time he propoſed to go to London, 
Where he did not doubt of finding encouragement, 
When I communicated to him my ſituation and deſign, 
he did not approve of my taking a paſſage by ſea, by 
| reaſon of the danger of a winter voyage, which is very 
hazardous along that coaſt, as well as the precariouſneſs 
of the wind, which might poſſibly detain me a great 
While, to the no ſmall detriment of my fortune: Where- 
28, if I would venture by land, he would bear me com- 
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| pany, carry my baggage all the way, and, if we ſhould 


fatigued before we could perform all the journey, it 
would be no hard matter for us to find on the road ei- 
ther returning horſes or waggons, of which we might 


take the advantage for a very trifling expence. I was ſo 
raviſhed at this propoſal, that T embraced him affection- 
_ ately, and aſſured him he might command my purſe to 


the laſt farthing : But he gave me to underſtand, he had 


ſaved money ſufficient to anſwer his own occaſions ; 
and that he had a friend in London, who would ſoon 


introduce him into buſineſs in that capital, and might 


poſſibly have it in his power to ſerve me alſo. 


Having concerted the plan and ſettled our affairs that 


night, we departed next morning by day-break, armed 
with a good cudgel each (my companion being charged 


with the furniture of us both, crammed into one knap- 


| fack), and our money ſewed between the lining and 


waiſtband of our breeches, except ſome looſe filver for 


our immediate expence on the road. We travelled all 
day at a round pace, but, being ignorant of the proper 
ſtages, were benighted at a good diſtance from any inn, 
lo that we were compelled to take up our lodging at a 
ſmall hedge ale-houſe, that ſtood on a by-road, about 
half a mile from the highway : There we found a ped- 
lar of our own country, in whoſe company we regaled 
ourſelves with bacon and eggs, and a glaſs of good ale, 
before a comfortable fire, converſing all the while very 
 fociably with the landlord and his daughter, an hale 
buxom laſs, who entertained us with great good hu- 
mour, and in whoſe affection I was vain enough to be- 
lieve I had made ſome progreſs. About eight o'clock, 
we were all three, at our own defire, ſhown into an a- 
_ partment, furniſhed with two beds, in one of which Strap 


and I betook ourſelves to reſt, and the pedlar occupied 


the other, though not before he had prayed a conſider- 
able time extempore, ſearched into every corner of the 
room, and faſtened the door on the inſide with a ſtrong 
iron ſcrew, which he carried about with him for that 
_ uſe. I ſlept very ſound till midnight, when I was di- 
ſturbed by a violent motion of the bed, which ſhook un- 
der me with a continual tremor, Alarmed at this phe- 
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nomenon, I jogged my companion, whom, to my no ſmall 
amazement, I found drenched in ſweat, and quakin 
through every limb; he told me, with a low faultering 
voice, that we were undone ; for there was a bloody 
highwayman loaded with piſtols in the next room; then 
bidding me make as little noiſe as poſſible, he directed 
me to a ſmall chink in the board partition, through 
which I could ſee a thick-ſet brawny fellow, with a fierce 
countenance, fitting at a table with our young landlady, 


having a bottle of ale and a brace of piſtols before him. 
I liſtened with great attention, and heard him ſay i a g 
terrible tone: D—1n that ſon of a bitch Smack the — 
coachman I—he has ſerved me a fine trick, indeed! + Y 
but d tion ſeize me, if I don't make him repent it! 2 


Pl teach the ſcoundrel to give intelligence to others, 
while he is under articles with me.” Our landlady en- 
deavoured to appeaſe this exaſperated robber, by ſaying 

he might be miſtaken in Smack, who perhaps kept no — 

correſpondence with the other gentleman that robbed = 
his coach; and that, if an accident had diſappointed him 
to-day, he might ſoon find opportunity enough to atone 
for his loſt trouble. I'll tell thee what, my dear Bett 
(replied he), I never had, nor ever will, while my name 
is Rifle, have ſuch a glorious booty as I miſſed to-day. 
 —Z—nds! there was four hundred pounds in caſh to 
recruit men for the king's ſervice, beſides the jewels, 
watches, ſwords, and money belonging to the paſſengers z 
—had it been my fortune to have got clear off with ſo 
much treaſure, I would have purchaſed a commiſſion in 
the army, and made you an officer's lady, you jade, 1 
would,” «© Well, well (cries Betty), we muſt truſt to 
Providence for that but did you find nothing worth 
taking, which eſcaped the other gentleman of the road?“ 
Not much, faith (ſaid the lover), I gleaned a few 
things, ſuch as a pair of pops, filver mounted (here they 
are), I took them loaded from the captain who had the 
charge of the money, together with a gold watch, which 
he had concealed in his breeches. I likewiſe found ten 
Portugal pieces in the ſhoes of a Quaker, whom the ſpi- 
tit moved to revile me with great bitterneſs and devo- 
tion: But what I value myfelt moſtly for, is this here 
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purchaſe, 2 gold ſnuff-box, my girl, with a picture on 
the inſide of the lid; which J untied out of the tail of a 


pretty lady's ſmock. ” Here, as the devil would have 


it, the pedlar ſnored ſo loud, that thehighwayman ſnatch- 
ing his piſtols, ſtarted up, crying : © Hell and d—n—n | 
I am betrayed ; who's that in the next room?“ Mrs. 
Betty told him, he need not be uneaſy ; there were on] 


three poor wearied travellers, who, miſſing the road, had 
taken up their lodging in the houſe, and were aſleep long 


ago. Travellers! (ſays he), ſpies, you b— ch! but 


no matter I'll ſend them all to hell in an inſtant.” He 
accordingly ran towards our door; when his ſweetheart 

interpoſing, aſſured him, there was only a couple of poor 
young Scotchmen, who were too raw and ignorant to 
give him the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion ; and the third was 

_ a Preſbyterian pedlar of the ſame nation, who had often 

| lodged in the houſe before. This declaration ſatisfied 


the thief, who ſwore he was glad there was a pedlar, 


for he wanted ſome linen. Then, in a jovial manner, 
he put about the glaſs, mingling his diſcourſe to Betty, 
with careſſes and familiarities that ſpoke him very hap- 
py in his amours. During that part of the converla- 
tion which regarded us, Strap had crept under the bed, 
| where he lay in the agonies of fear; ſo that it was with 


great difficulty I perſuaded him our danger was over, 


and 'prevailed on him to wake the . and inform 
him of what he had ſeen and heard. This itinerant 


merchant no ſooner felt ſomebody making him by the 


ſhoulder, than he ſtarted up, calling as loud as he could, 
„ Thieves, thieves! Lord have mercy on us And 
Rifle, alarmed at this exclamation, jumped up, cocked 
one of his piſtols, and turned towards the door, to kill 
the firſt man who ſhould enter; for he verily believed 
himſelf beſet; when his dulcinea, after an immoderate 
fit of laughter, perſuaded him, that the poor pedlar, 
dreaming of thieves, had only cried out in his ſleep. 
Meanwhile my comrade had undeceived our fellow lodg- 
er, and informed him of his reaſon for diſturbing him; 
upon which, getting up ſoftly, he peeped through the 
hole, and was ſo terrified with what he ſaw, that, falling 
down on his bare knees, he put up a long petition to 
Heaven, to deliver him from the hands of that ruſhan, 
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and promiſed never to defraud a cuſtomer for the future 


of the value of a pin's point, provided he might be reſ- 
cued from the preſent danger. Whether or not his diſ- 
burdening his conſcience afforded him any eaſe, I know 
not; but he ſlipped into bed again, and lay very quiet 
until the robber and his miſtreſs were aſleep, and ſnored 
in concert; then, riſing ſoftly, he untied a rope that was 


round his pack, which making faſt to one end of it, he 


opened the window with as little noiſe as poſſible, and 


| lowered his goods into the yard with great dexterity 


then he moved gently to our bed-fide, and bade us fare- 
well, telling us, that, as we ran no riſk, we might take 


our reſt with great confidence, and in the morning aſſure 
the landlord that we knew nothing of his eſcape ; and, 


laſtly, ſhaking us by the hands, and wiſhing us all man- 


ner of ſucceſs, he let himſelf drop from the window 
without any danger, for the ground was not above a 


yard from his feet as he hung on the outſide. Although 


1 did not think proper to accompany him in his flight, 
I was not at all free from apprehenſion, when J reflected 
on what might be the effect of the ighwayman's diſap- 
pointment, as he certainly intended to make free with 
the pedlar's ware. Neither was my companion at more 


eaſe in his mind; but, on the contrary, ſo poſſeſſed with 


the dreadful idea of Rifle, that he ſolicited me ſtrongly 
to follow our countryman's example, and ſo elude the 
fatal reſentment of that terrible adventurer, who would 
certainly wreak his vengeance on us, as accomplices of 


the pedlar's elopement. But I repreſented to him the 


danger of giving Rifle cauſe to think we knew his pro- 
feſſion, and ſuggeſted, that, if ever he ſhould meet us 


again on the road, he would look upon us as dangerous 


acquaintance, and find it his intereſt to put us out of the 
Way. I told him withal my confidence in Betty's good 
nature, in which he acquieſced; and, during the remain- 
ing part of the night, we concerted a proper method of 
behaviour, to render us unſuſpected in the morning. 
It was no ſooner day, than Betty, entering our cham- 
ber, and perceiving our window open, cried out : © Ods 

bobs! ſure you Scotchmen mult have hot conſtitutions 

to lie all wk 


t with the window open, in ſuch cold wea- 
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ther.“ I feigned to ſtart out of ſleep, and, withdrawin 
the curtain, called, What's the matter?“ When ſhe 
ſhowed me, I affected ſurpriſe, and ſaid, © Bleſs me! 


the window was ſhut when we went to bed.“ I'll be 
hanged (faid the), if Sawney Waddle the pedlar has not 
got up in a dream and done it, for I heard him very ob- 


ſtropulous in his ſlecp.— Sure 1 put a chamber- pot un- 
der his bed.” With theſe words the advanced to the 


bed in which he lay, and finding the ſheets cold, exclaim- 


ed, Good lack a daily | the rogue is fled 1” « Fled | 
. (cried I, with feigned eee God forbid Sure 
he has not robbed us.” Then ſpringing up, I laid hold 


of my breeches, and emptied all my looſe money into 
my hand; which having reckoned, I ſaid, Heaven be 


praiſed, our money is all ſafe: —$trap look to the knap- 
ſack.“ He did ſo, and found all was right. Upon which 
we aſked, with ſeeming concern, if he had ſtole nothin 


belonging to the houſe ? “ No, no (replied ſhe), he has 


ſtolen nothing but his reckoning; ;” which, it ſeems, this 


_ pious pedlar had forgot to diſcharge, f in the midſt of his 


devotion. Betty, after a moment's pauſe, withdrew; 
and immediately we could hear her waken Rifle, who 


no ſooner heard of Waddle's flight, than he jumped out 
of bed, and dreſſed, venting a thouſand execrations, and 
vowing to murder the pedlar, if ever he ſhould ſet eyes 


on him again: “ For (faid he) the icoundrel has by this 


time raiſed the hue and cry againſt me.” Having dreſ- 
ſed himſelf in a hurry, he mounted his horle, and for 
that time rid us of his company, and a thouſand fears that 


were the conſequence of it. While we were at break- 


faſt, Betty endeavoured, by all the cunning ſhe was mil- 

: treſs of, to learn whether or no we ſuſpected our fellow- 

| lodger, whom we ſaw take horſe ; but as we were on 
our guard, we anſwered her ſly queſtions with a ſimpli- 
city the could not diſtruſt ; when, all of a ſudden, we 


heard the trampling of a horſe's feet at the door. 'This 


noiſe alarmed Strap ſo much, whoſe imagination was 
wholly engroſſed by the image of Rifle, that, with a 
countenance as pale as milk, he cried, © O Lord! there's 
the highwayman returned | ' Our landlady ſtaring at 


theſe words, ſaid, 66 © What highwayman, young man . = 
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Do you think any highwaymen harbour here?” Though 


I was very much diſconcerted at this piece of indiſcre- 


tion in Strap, I had preſence of mind enough to tell her, 
we had met a horſeman the day before, whom Strap 


had fooliſhly ſuppoſed to be a highwayman, becauſe he 


rode with piſtols ; and that he had been terrified at the 
found of a horſe's feet ever ſince. She forced a ſmile 
at the ignorance and timidity of my comrade; but 1 


could perceive (not without great concern) that this ac- 
count was not at all ſatisfactory to her. 


— 


3 «Bs I 2 10 95 2 y N 


CHAPTER IX. 


We proceed on our journey —are overtaken by an highwayman, who 


fires at Strap, —is prevented from ſhooting me by a company of 
Horſemen, who ride in purſuit of him.—Strap is put to bed at an 
inn,—Adventures at that inn. by EY | 


Arres having paid our ſcore, and taken leave of our 
hoſteſs, who embraced me tenderly at parting, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, bleſſing ourſelves that we had 


come off ſo well. We had not walked above five miles, 
when we obſerved a man on horſeback gallopping af- 
ter us, whom we in a ſhort time recognized to be no 
other than this formidable hero who had already given 
us ſo much vexation. He ſtopped hard by me, and aſk- 
ed if I knew who he was? My aſtoniſhment had diſcon- 
certed me ſo much, that I did not hear his queſtion, 
which he repeated with a volley of oaths and threats; 
but J remained as mute as before. Strap ſeeing my diſ- 
compoſure, fell upon his knees in the mud, uttering with 
2 lamentable voice, theſe words: “ For C—ſt's fake, 
have mercy upon us, Mr. Rifle, - we know you very 
well.“ « Oho! (cried the thief), you do |—but you 
never ſhall be evidence againſt me in this world, you 
dog !“ Sofaying, he drew a piſtol, and fired it at the un- 
| fortunate ſhaver, who fell flat upon the ground, without 
ſpeaking one word. My comrade's fate, and my own 


fituation, rivetted me to the place where I ſtood, deprived 
of all ſenſe and reflection; ſo that I did not make the 
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leaſt attempt either to run away, or deprecate the wrath 
of this barbarian, who ſnapped a ſecond piſtol at me; 
but before he had time to prime again, perceiving a com- 


pany of horſemen coming up, he rode off, and left me 


ſtanding motionleſs as a ſtatue, in which poſture I was 


found by thoſe whoſe appearance had ſaved my life. 


This company conſiſted of three men in livery, well arm- 


ed, with an officer, who (as I afterwards learned) was 


the perſon from whom Rifle had taken the pocket piſtols 


the day before; and who, making known his misfortune 


to a nobleman he met on the road, and aſſuring him his 
non- reſiſtance was altogether owing to his conſideration 


for the ladies in the coach, procured the aſſiſtance of his 
lordſhip's ſervants to go in queſt of the plunderer. This 
holiday captain ſcampered up to me with great addreſs, 
and aſked who fired the piſtol which he had heard. As 
T had not yet recovered my reaſon, he, before I could 
anſwer, obſerved a body lying on the ground: At which 


ſight his colour changed, and he pronounced with a 
faultering tongue, © Gentlemen, here's murder commit- 


ted! Let us alight.” “No, no, (ſaid one of his follow- 
ers), let us rather purſue the murderer. Which way 
went he, young man ?” By this time I had recollected 
myſelf ſo far as to tell them, that he could not be a quar- 
ter of a mile before; and to beg of one of them to aſſiſt 
me in conveying the corpſe of my friend to the net 


houſe, in order to its being interred. The captain, fore- 


ſeeing, that, in caſe he ſnould purſue, he muſt ſoon come 
to action, began to curb his horſe, and give him the ſpur 


at the ſame time, which treatment making the creature 
rear up and ſnort, he called out, his horſe was frighten- 


ed, and would not proceed; at the ſame time wheeling 


him round and round, ſtroaking his neck, whiſtling and 


 wheedling him with © Sirrah, ſirrah, gently, gently, 
ec.“ — ““ Z—— ds! (cried one of the ſervants) ſure my 


Lord's Sorrel is not reſty!“ With theſe words, he be- 
ſtowed a laſh on his buttocks, and Sorrel diſdaining the 
rein, ſprung forward with the captain at a pace that 
would have ſoon brought him up with the robber, had 
not the girth (happily for him) given way, by which 
means he landed in the dirt; and two of his attendants 
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continued their purſuit, without minding his ſituation. 
Meanwhile, one of the three who remained at my de- 
fire, turning the body of Strap, in order to ſee the wound 


which had killed him, found him ſtill warm, and breath- 
ing; upon which I immediately let him blood, and faw 


him, with inexpreſſible joy, recover; he having receiv- 
ed no other wound than what his fear had inflicted. 


| Having raiſed him upon his legs, we walked together to 


an inn, about half a mile from the place, where Strap, 
who was not quite recovered, went to bed; and, in a 
little time, the third ſervant returned with the captain's 
horſe and furniture, leaving him to crawl after as well 
as he could. This gentieman of the ſword upon his ar- 


rival, complained grievoully of the bruiſe occaſioned by 

his fall; and, on the recommendation of the ſervant, who 
_ warranted my ability, I was employed to bleed him, for 
which ſervice he rewarded me with half a crown. 


The time between this event and dinner, I paſſed in 


obſerving a game at cards between two farmers, an ex- 
_ciſeman, and a young fellow in a ruſty gown and caffock, 
who as II afterwards underſtood, was curate of a neigh- 
bouring pariſh. It was eaſy to perceive, that the match _ 
was not equal; and that the two farmers, who were 
partners, had to do with a couple of ſharpers, who ſtript 
them of all their caſh in a very ſhort time. But what 
{ſurpriſed me very much, was, to hear this clergyman re- 
ply to one of the country men who ſeemed to ſuſpect 


foul play, in theſe words: “ D—n me, friend, d'ye 
queſtion my honour ?”—1 did not at all wonder to find 
a cheat in canonicals, this being a character frequent in 


my own country; but I was ſcandalized at the indecen- 
cy of his behaviour, which appeared in the oaths he 
1wore, and the bawdy fongs which he ſung. At laſt, to 


make amends, in ſome ſort, for the damage he had done 


to the unwary boors, he pulled out a fiddle from the lin- 
ing of his gown, and, promiſing to treat them at dinner, 
began to play molt melodiouſly, ſinging in concert all the 

while, This good humour of the parſon inſpired the 

company with ſo much glee, that the farmers ſoon for- _ 
got their loſſes, and all preſent went to dancing in the 
yard. While we were agreeably amuſed in this manner, 
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our muſician ſpying a horſeman riding towards the inn, 
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ſtopt all of a ſudden, crying out, Gad ſo! gentlemen, 


I beg your pardon ; there's our dog of a doctor comin 


” 


into the inn.” He immediately concealed his inſtru- 


ment, and ran towards the gate, where he took hold of 
the vicar's bridle, and helped him off, inquiring very 
_ cordially into the ſtate of his health. This roſy ſon of 
the church (who might be about the age of fifty) having 
_ alighted, and intruſted the curate with his horſe, ſtalk- 
ed with great ſolemnity into the kitchen, where, ſitting 
down by the fire, he called for a bott!e of ale and a pipe; 
ſcarce deigning an anſwer to the ſubmiſſive queſtions of 
thoſe who inquired about the welfare of his family. 
While he indulged himſelf in this ſtate, amidſt a pro- 
found ſilence, the curate approaching him with great re- 
verence, aſked if he would not be pleaſed to honour us 
with his company at dinner? To which interrogation 
he anſwered in the negative, ſaying, he had been to viſit 
Squire Bumpkin, who had drank himſelf into a high fe- 
ver at the laſt aſſizes; and that he had, on leaving his 
_ own houſe, told Betty he ſhould dine at home. Accord- 
ingly, when he had made an end of his bottle and pipe, 
he roſe and moved, with prelatical dignity, to the door, 
where his journeyman ſtood ready with his nag. He 
had no ſooner mounted, than the facetious curate coming 
into the kitchen, held forth in this manner: * There 
the old raſcal goes, and the d—1 go with him. Lou ſee 
how the world wags, gentlemen.—By Gad, this rogue 
of a vicar does not deſerve to live ; and yet he has two 
 livings worth 4ool. per annum, while poor I am fain to 
do all his drudgery, and ride twenty miles every Sunday 
to preach, for what? why, truly, for 20l. a-year. 1 
| ſcorn to boaſt of my own qualifications ; but compari- 
| ſons are odious. I ſhould be glad to know how this 
ſwag- bellied doctor deferves to be more at eaſe than me. 
He can loll in his elbow chair at home, indulge himſelf 
in the beſt of victuals and wine, and enjoy the converſa- 
tion of Betty, his houſekeeper. You underſtand me, 
_ gentlemen. Betty is the doCtor's poor kinſwoman, and 
a pretty girl ſhe is; but no matter for that :—ay, and a 


dutiful girl to her parents, whom ſhe viſits regularly 


ES 
8 


RODERICK RANDOM. 47 


every year, though I muſt own, I could never learn in 
what country they live. —— My ſervice t'ye, gentle- 
men.” — By this time dinner being ready, I waked my 


companion, and we ate altogether with great cheerful- 
neſs. When our meal was ended, and every man's {hare 
of the reckoning adjuſted, the curate went out on pre- 


tence of ſome neceſſary occaſion, and mounting his horſe, 


left the two farmers to ſatisfy the hoſt in the beſt man- 
ner they could. We were no ſooner informed of this 


piece of fineſſe, than the exciſeman, who had been ſilent 


hitherto, began to open with a malicious grin : * Ay, 
ap, this is an old trick of Shuffle: I could not help fmil- 


ing when he talked of treating. You muſt know this | 


is a very curious fellow. He picked up ſome ſcraps of 


learning while he ſerved young Lord 'Trifle at the uni- 


verſity. But what he moſt excels in is pimping. No 


man knows his talents better than I; for I was valet de 


chambre to Squire Tattle, an intimate companion of 
Shufle's lord. He got himſelf into a ſcrape, by pawning 
Tome of his Lordſhip's clothes, on which account he was 
turned away; but, as he was acquainted with ſome par- 
ticular circumſtances of my Lord's conduct, he did not 
care to exaſperate him too much, and ſo made intereſt 
for his receiving orders, and afterwards recommended 
him to the curacy which he now enjoys. However, the 
fellow cannot be too much admired for his dexterity in 
making a comfortable livelihood, in ſpite of ſuch a ſmall 
allowance. You hear he plays a good ſtick, and is real- 
ly diverting in company. Theſe qualifications make him 
| agreeable wherever he goes; and, as for playing at cards, 
there is not a man within three counties a match for 
him: The truth is, he is a damnable cheat; and can 
ſhift a card with ſuch addreſs, that it is impoſſible to 
_ difcover him.” Here he was interrupted by one of the 
| farmers, who aſked why he had not juſtice enough to ac- 
_ quaint them with theſe particulars before they engaged 
in play? The exciſeman replied, without any heſitation, 


that it was none of his buſineſs to intermeddie between 


man and man; beſides, he did not know they were ig- 
norant of Shuffle's character, which was notorious to the 
whole country. This did not fatisfy the other, who tax- 
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ed him with abetting and aſſiſting the curate's knavery, 
and inſiſting of having his ſhare of the winnings return- 
ed; this demand the exciſeman as poſitively refuſed, af- 
firming, that whatſoever ſleights Shuffle might practiſe 
on other occaſions, he was very certain, that hehad played 
on the ſquare with them, and would anſwer it before any 
bench in Chriſtendom; ſo ſaying, he got up, and, hav- 
ing paid his reckoning, ſneaked off. The landlord thruſt- 
ing his neck into the paſſage, to ſee if he was gone, ſhook 
his head, ſaying, © Ah! Lord help us, if every ſinner 
was to have his deſſerts, —Well, we victuallers muſt not 
diſoblige the exciſemen. But I know what: If Parſon 
Shuffle and he were weighed together, a ſtraw thrown 
into either ſcale would make the balance kick the beam. 
— But, maſters, this is under the roſe,” continued Bo- 
niface, with a whiſper. 


CHAPTER x. 


=P be 8 1s kene we are 1 as eien againſt him 
| —procced to the next village—he eſcapes—we arrive at another 
inn, Where we go to bed=—in the night we are awaked by a dread- 
ful adventure—next night we . at the houſe ao; a ichoolmakter 
Our treatment there. | | | 


3 and SODA to depart on our journey, when 
ue perceived a crowd on the road coming towards us, 
thouting and hallooing all the way. As it approached, 

we could diſcern a man on horſeback in the middle, 
with his hands tied behind him, whom we ſoon knew to 
be Rifle. This highwayman not being ſo well mounted 
as the two ſervants who went in purſuit of him, was 
ſoon overtaken, and, after having diſcharged his piſtols, 
made priſoner without any further oppoſition. They 
were carrying him in triumph, amidſt the acclamations 

of the country people, to a juſtice of peace in a neigh- 
5 bouring village, but ſtopt at our inn to join their com- 
panion, and take refreſhment. When Rifle was diſ- 
mounted, and placed in the yard, within a circle of pea- 
ſants armed with pitchforks, 1 was amazed to lee what 
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a pitiful dejected fellow he now appeared, who had but 


2a few hours before filled me with ſuch terror and con- 


fuſion. My companion was ſo much encouraged by this 


alteration in his appearance, that, going up to the thief, 
he preſented his clenched fiſts to his noſe, and declared, 
he would either cudgel or box with the priſoner for a 


guinea, which he immediately produced, afid began to 


ſtrip, but was diſſuaded from this adventure by me, who 
repreſented to him the folly of the undertaking, as Rifle 
was now in the hands of juſtice, which would, no doubt, 


give us all ſatisfaction enough. But what made me re- 


pent of our impertinent curioſity, was our being detain- 
ed by the captors as evidence againſt him, when we 
were juſt going to ſet forward. However, there was no 
remedy ; we were obliged to comply; and accordingly 
joined in the cavalcade, which luckily took the ſame 
road that we had propoſed to follow. About the twi- 
light we arrived at the place of our deſtination ; but, as 
the juſtice was gone to viſit a gentleman in the country, 
„with whom (we underſtood) he would probably ſtay alt 
night, the robber was confined in an empty garret three 


ſtories high, from which it ſeemed impoſſible for him 


to eſcape. This, nevertheleſs, was the caſe ; for next 
morning, when they went up ſtairs to bring him before 
the juſtice, the bird was flown, having got out at the 
window upon the roof, from whence he continued his 
Tout along the tops of the adjoining houſes, and entered 
another garret window, where he ſkulked until the fa- 
mily were aſleep, at which time he ventured down ſtairs, 
and let himſelf out by the ſtreet door, which was found 
open. This event was a great diſappointment to thoſe 
that apprehended him, who were flaſhed with hopes of 
the reward ·; but gave me great joy, as I was permitted 
no to continue my journey without any further moleſ- 
tation, Reſolving to make up for the ſmall progreſs 
we had hitherto made, we this day travelled with great 
_ vigour, and before night reached a market-town, twen- 
ty miles from the place from whence we ſet out in the 
morning, without meeting any adventure worth notice. 
Here having taken up our lodging at an inn, I found 
myſelf fo fatigued, that I began to deſpair of performing 
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our journey on foot, and deſired Strap to inquire if there 
were any waggon, return-horſes, or other cheap carriage 


in this place, to depart for London next day, He was 
informed, that the waggon from Newcaſtle to London 
had halted there two nights ago; and that it would be 


an eaſy matter to overtake it, if not the next day, at 
fartheſt thè day after the next. This piece of news gave 
us ſome ſatisfaction ; and, after having made a hearty 


ſupper on haſhed mutton, we were ſhown to our room, 
which contained two beds, the one allotted for us, and 
the other for a very honeſt gentleman, who, we were 
told, was then drinking below. Though we could have 
very well diſpenſed with his company, we were glad to 
ſubmit to this diſpoſition, as there was not another bed 


empty in the houſe and accordingly went to reſt, after 


having ſecured our baggage under the bolſter. About 
two or three o*clock in the moruing, I was waked out 
of a very profound ſleep, by a dreadful noiſe in the 
chamber, which did not fail to throw me into an agony 
of conſternation, when I heard theſe words pronounced 
with a terrible voice: “* Blood and wounds | run the 
| Halbert into the guts of him that's next you, and III 
blow the other's brains out preſently.” This dreadful 
ſalutation had no ſooner reached the ears of Strap, than 


ſtarting out of bed, he ran againſt ſomebody in the dark, 


and overturned him in an inſtant; at the ſame time 
bawling out, “Fire! murder! fire !” a cry which in a 
moment alarmed the whole houſe, and filled our cham- 
ber with a crowd of naked people. When lights were 
- brought, the occaſion of all this diſturbance ſoon appear- 
ed; which was no other than our fellow-lodger, whom 
we found lying on the floor ſcratching his head, with a | 
look teſtifying the utmoſt aſtoniſhment at the concourſe 
« of apparitions that ſurrounded him. This honeſt gentle- 
man was, it ſeems, a recruting ſerjeant, who, having 
liſted two country fellows over night, dreamed they had 
mutinied, and threatened to murder him and the drum- 
mer who was along with him. This made ſuch an im- 
preſſion on his imagination, that he got up in his fleep, 
and expreſſed hinifelf as above. When our apprehen- 
ſion of danger vaniſhed, the company beheld one another 
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with great ſurpriſe and mirth; but what attracted the 
notice of every one, was our landlady, with nothing on 
her but her ſhift, and a large pair of buckſkin breeches, 
with the backſide before, which ſhe had ſlipt on in the 
hurry, and her huſband, with her petticoat about his 
ſhoulders : One had wrapt himſelf in a blanket, another 
was covered with a ſheet, and the drummer, who had 
given his only ſhirt to ve waſhed, appeared in cuerpo, 

with the boliter rolled about his middle. When this af- 
fair was diſcuſſed, every body retired to his own apart- 
ment, the ſerjeant flipt into bed, and my companion and 
I flept without any further diſturbance till morning, 
when we got up, went to breakfaſt, paid our reckoning, 


and ſet forward, in expectation of overtaking the wag- 
gon; in which hope, however, we were diſappointed for 


that day. As we exerted ourſelves more than uſual, I 


found myſelf quite ſpent with fatigue, when we entered 
a ſmall village in the twilight. We inquired for a pub- 
lic houſe, and were directed to one of a very forry ap- 

pearance. At our entrance, the landlord, who ſeemed 


to be a venerable old man, with long gray hair, rofe 


from a table placed by a large fire in a very neat paved 
kitchen, and, with a cheerful countenane, accoſted us 


in theſe words: * Salvete, pueri, ingredimini.“ I was 
not a little pleaſed to hear our hoſt ſpeak Latin, becauſe 


I was in hope of recommending myſelf to him by ray 


knowledge in that language; I therefore anſwered, with- 
out heſitation, —© Diffolve frigus, ligna ſuper foco—large 


reponens. I had no ſooner pronouced theſe words, 


than the old gentleman running toward me, ſhook me 


by the hand, crying, © Fil: mi dilectiſſine! unde venis ? 
a ſuperis, ni fallr !” In ſhort, finding we were both 
read in the claſſics, he did not know how to teſtify his 
regard enough; but ordered his daughter, a jolly roſy 
checked damſel, who was his ſole domeſtic, to bring us 

a bottle of his guadrimum, repeating from Horace at the 
_ lame time, Deprome quadrimun ſabina, O Thaliarche 
merum diota.” This gquadrimum was excellent ale of his 


own brewing, of which he told us he had always an am- 


| þhora four years old for the uſe of himſelf and friends. 


In the courſe of vur converſation, which was interlarded 


Dj 


= * = 
=o ** 
pro * 
— 4 * 
. _ — — 
* A — 4 * = 
— . — 2 — * 


A 

— — 

_—  — — 
* 


apo 
—— 
3 


—_ — —- N 
8 — arty O42 
55 — 2 
» : >» + 5 


P 


— — „ 
I oh Ds „ IIA pong tc — = woo I® 4c; «> Pw; * ; - * mf — 
. A - . — . 4 — — — 
—— — yo 3 ol 2 — — — wr N n — — — 2 
3 4 8 4 a i — 8 A , CT 
— - — 5 - a - — A 
: e wt k 


9. 


. P ——— 
r % — bs ' - 
T bs. OS" 4 * "<2" — Ip 
- „ 
«A, I Os a” ab? = 
— T= 4 - a 
— 2-46 


2 EY 4 - * = F - - * — —— 
r r | =] © Wo. . 2e 2 : . 
> P 
_— - tl. 5 2 pen © P _ 5 A ah. — 
| ” 8 m— r r n — 
„ ͤ Frets 3 N irs | 
- "© 1 1 a — EP x * * Þ 
e - Me | a 4 —2 * —_ ht. 7 EE 4 = - — — —— — ® 5 — * 2 — ri 
g d * — —. _—_— - * 8 bs. th x —_- jus FI 5 -- — = > "Sy hb, La 4 . 3 e 5 2. 
** ws of — 2 4 — r —— 4 1 = ir c os Wy 2 N 
—- > Ws 22 _ = 0 . — 3 
1 E 4 4 8 5 — G - : . f — 1 — — i. =" 
V — «% 2 oe — 1 94-36. es AN — — r ; — ä — i — eee 4 Ss 4 fer 1 ms 
. * 2 5 1 — — — — * 4 - p: wy : : . ; t = 
22 + 49-8 TT ag 8 _—_— _— 2 5 . — — a ——_ 2 * = = o — 
FR £ 


8 = 
. — — — 


- : — 
Us 2 : 2 4 
i 0 ˖ 2 As * L ” - . — Fa: — 
. r 1 oo 4 1 * n 5 Þ "I J * xx * 8 has — 
* 1 gn 5 N _ . yr A = — _ _— 
2 £ — 


9 
— ve 


vs — 


ö a . 327 - 
r 
32 _ 2 5 
4” - - - — — 8 hy » > 
M4. xi © n 2 
— — — ;- . - Pages — 


8 


* wh — * 2 
8 4 5 r Pe 2 «Ye ern, op ENT 
6.4 ” — — SS ><” 8 : 
#+4 — — 5 9 r * — 
? J _—_— — 8 Ag 3 7 7 — —_— CY 2 7 * © * R 9 
— gi 5 ; 2 R 3 2 r a N ; . P&P 
7 4 47 3 . . — i. etna r ata </a> A. ret a * \ . ** 2 — = — +4" © tak "20 — — 3 - 
5 ö q a 5 * . s a 3 * * 
„ Ec. mn , _—y as * e Wee 2 
2. * n Q <2 
, 1 1 woo 2 q we dong rg - N 
= 3 C * EY * 


— ö 
„„ 
— 2 


2-55 wt 


——— 


. 
— 


3 * "45 
+” YET, - 3 
8 9 Be my 

+. * 


_- 


Sa 4 Pe > 3 I - » 
— * - & 4 A * 31 x 2 * o o 
= 


— 


— 
— 


. nn Me 


* 4 —— — 
— 25> 
. 


5 ” 
— 
—— 


————0CTT—T0—0—0——TT—pß—ç——F— Es cs 


2 


* * ot er 
- ot 83 


by” 
4 
SE 
LF - 
7 
»» 
1 bi 
. 4 
+4 
to 
4 , 
. 
7 
Jo 
10 
W | 
1 
** 
xl 
ws. ; 
[ : 
BY 
* 
F 
1 
4 
# 
23x 7 
C 


IO — — 


ugh 
7 " 
105 
4. 
1 
5 1 


, 7 
— 3 ky T 2 £ we l Ay . x ; : 
* . ————— 2 _V - * N r = A \ 
* * a I * 
— — 2 3 — * a 
: - 3 * 2 — p a 1 * 
— — — . IRR OR IS — 5 — —— 
* — . — — — — — — * 2 — 2 ? — . — 


52 THE ADVENTURES or 


with ſcraps of Latin, we underſtood that this facetious 
perſon was a ſchoolmaſter, whoſe income being ſmall, 


he was fain to keep a glaſs of good liquor for the en- 


tertainment of paſſengers, by which he made ſhift to 
make the two ends of the year meet. © I am this day, 
faid he, the happieſt old fellow in his Majeſty's domi- 


mons. My wife, reſt her ſoul, -is in heaven. M 


daughter is to be married next week; but the two chief 


pleaſures of my life are theſe (pointing to the bottle, 
and a large edition of Horace that lay on the table.) I 


am old, *tis true, what then? the more reaſon I ſhould _ 


enjoy the ſmall ſhare of life that remains, as my friend 
Flaccus adviſes : * Tu ne qucgſieris ¶ ſcire nefas quem 


mihi, quem tibi ſinem dii dederint. Carpe diem quam mi- 


nimum credula paſtero.“ As he was very inquiſitive a- 
bout our affairs, we made no ſcruple of acquainting him 


with our ſituation, which, when he had learned, he en- 


riched us with advices how to behave in the world, tell- 
ing us, that he was no ſtranger to the deceits of man- 
kind. In the mean time, he ordered his daughter to lay 
a fowl to the fire for ſupper, for he was reſolved this 
night to regale his friends—permittens divis cetera, 
While our entertainment was preparing, our hoſt re- 
counted the adventures of his own life, which, as they 
contain nothing remarkable, I forbear to rehearſe. When 


we had fared ſumptuouſly, and drank ſeveral bottles of 


his quadrimum, I expreſſed a deſire of going to reſt, 
which was with ſome difficulty complied with, after he 
had informed us, that we ſhould overtake the waggon 


by noon next day; and that there was room enough in 


it for half a dozen, for there were only four paſſengers 
as yet in that convenience. Before my comrade and | 
fell aſleep, we had ſome converfation about the good hu- 
mour of our landlord, which gave Strap ſuch an idea of 
| his benevolence, that he poſitively believed we ſhould 
pay nothing for our lodging and entertainment. Don't 
you obſerve, ſaid he, that he has conceived a particular 
affection for us; nay, even treated us at ſupper with 
extraordinary fare, which, to be ſure, we ſhould not of 


ourſelyes have called for ?” I was partly of Strap's opi- 
nion; but the experience I had of the world made mc 
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ſuſpend my belief till the morning, when, getting up 
betimes, we breakfaſted with our hoſt and his daughter 


on haſty-pudding and ale, and deſired to know what we 


had to pay. © Biddy will let you know, gentlemen, 
ſaid he, for I never mind theſe matters. Money mat- 
ters are beneath the concern of one who lives upon the 
Horatian plan. Creſcentem ſequitur cura pecuniam.“ 
Meanwhile, Biddy having conſulted a late that hung in 
the corner, told us, our reckoning came to 88. 7d.“ Eight 


-— ſhillings and ſeven pence! cried Strap; 'tis impoſſible 


—you muſt be miſtaken, young woman.” *©* Reckon 
again, child (ſays her father, very deliberately), perhaps 

ou have miſcounted.” No, indeed, father (ſhe re- 
_ plied), I know my buſaneſs better.” I could contain my 


indignation no longer, but ſaid, it was an unconſcionable 
bill, and demanded to know the particulars ; upon which 
the old man got up, muttering, Ay, ay, let us fee the 
particulars—that's but reaſonable.” And, taking pen, 


ink, and paper, wrote the following item: 


To bread and beer 


Jo a fowl and ſauſages = — 
To four bottles quadrim. = 
To fire and tobacco = = = 


To lodging „ 
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As he had not the appearance of a common publican, 


and had raiſed a ſort of veneration in me by his demea- 
nour the preceding night, it was not in my power to up- 
braid him as he deſerved; therefore I contented myſelf 

with ſaying, I was ſure he did not learn to be an extor- 


tioner from Horace. He anſwered, I was but a young 


man, and did not know the world, or I would not tax 


him with extortion, whoſe only aim was to live contentus 


Farvo, and keep off importuna pauperies.” My fellow- 
traveller could not ſo eaſily put up with this impcſition ; 
but ſwore he ſhould either take one-third of the money, 
or go without. While we were engaged in this diſpute, 


I perceived the daughter go out, and, conjecturing the 
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occaſion, immediately paid the exorbitant demand, which 
was no ſooner done, than Biddy returned with two ſtout 
fellows, who came in on pretence of taking their morn- 


ing draught ; but in reality to frighten us into compli- | 
ance. Juſt as we departed, Strap, who was half diſtract- 


ed on account of this piece of expence, went up to the 
ſchoolmaſter, and, grinning in his face, pronounced with 
great emphaſis, * Semper avarus eget.” To which the 


pedant rephed, with a malicious ſmile, “ Animum rege, 


qui, niſi paret, imperat,” 


CHAPTER XI. 


We deſcry the waggon—get into it arrive at an inn—our fellow-tra- 


vellers deſcribed—a miſtake is committed by Strap, which produces - 


ſtrange things, 


Wr travelled half a mile without exchanging one 


word; my thoughts being engroſſed by the knavery of 
the world, to which I muſt be daily expoſed; and the 


contemplation of my finances, which began ſenſibly to 
diminiſh. At length Strap, who could hold no longer, 
addrefled me thus : * Well, fools and their money are 
ſoon parted. If my advice had been taken, that old ſkin= 
flint thoulÞ® have been damn'd before he had got more 


- than the third of his demand. Tis a ſure ſign you came 


eaſily by your money, when you ſquander it away in 
this manner. Ah, God help you, how many briſtly 


| beards muſt I have mowed before I earned four ſhil- 


lings and threepence halfpenny, which is all thrown to 
the dogs? How many days have I ſat weaving hair, till 


my toes were numbed by the cold, my fingers cramp'd, 


and my noſe as blue as the ſign of the periwig that hung 


over the door? What the devil was you afraid of? I 


would have engaged to box with any one of thoſe fellows 

that came in, for a guinea. I'm ſure have beat ſtouter 
men than either of them.“ And indeed my companion 
would have fought any body, when his life was in no 
danger; but he had a mortal averſion to fire arms, and 
all inſtruments of death. In order to appeaſe him, 1! 
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aſſured him, no part of this extraordinary expence ſhould 
fall upon his ſhoulders ; at which declaration he was af- 
fronted, and told me, he would have me to know, that, 
although he was a poor barber's boy, he had a foul to 
ſpend his money with the beſt ſquire of the land. Hau- 
ing walked all day at a great pace, without halting tor 
a refreſhment, we deſcried, towards the evening, to our 
inexpreſſible joy, the waggon about a quarter of a mile 
before us; and, by that time we reached it, were both 
of us ſo weary, that, I verily believe, it would have been 
impracticable for us to have walked one mile farther. 
We therefore bargained with the driver, whoſe name 
Was Joey, to give us a caſt to the next ſtage for a ſhil- 

ling; at which place we ſhould meet the maſter of the 
waggon, with whom we Ke agree for the reſt of the 
Journey. 

Accordingly, che convenience ſtopt, and Joey hav- 
ing placed the ladder, ſtrap (being loaded with our 
baggage) mounted firſt ; but, juſt as he was getting in, Z 
a tremendous voice affalled his ears in theſe words :— 
„ God's fury! there thall no paſſengers come here.” 
Ihe poor ſhaver was fo diſconcerted at this exclama- 
tion, which both he and I imagined proceeded from the 
mouth of a giant, that he deſcendeg with great velocity, 
and a countenance as white as paper. Joey perceiving 
our aſtoniſhment, called with an arch ſneer, © Waunds, 
Coptain, whay woan't you ſooffer the poor waggoneer 
to meake a penny? Coom, coom, young man, get oop, 
get oop, never moind the coptain—Pie not afear'd of 
the coptain.” This was not encouragement ſufficient to 
Strap, who could not be prevailed upon to venture up 
again; upon which I attempted, though not without a a 
5 quaking heart, when I heard the ſame voice muttering 
like diſtant thunder, „Hell and the devil confound me, 
if I don't make you ſmart for this!” However, I crept 
in, and, by accident, got an empty place in the ſtraw, 
Which 1 immediately took poſſeſſion of, without being 

able to diſcern the faces of my fellow-travellers in the 
dark. Strap following with the knapſack on his back, 
chanced to take the other ſide, and, by a jolt of the car- 
rage pitched directly upon the ſtomach of the captain, 
1D uy 
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who bellowed out in a moſt dreadful manner, Blood 
and thunder, where's my ſword ?” At theſe words, my 
frighted comrade ſtarted up, and at one ſpring bounced 
_ againſt me with ſuch force, that I thought he was the 
ſuppoſed ſon of Anak, who intended to preſs me to 


death. In the mean time, a female voice cried, * Bleſs 1 55 


me? what is the matter, my dear?“ « The matter,” 

replied the captain, * damn my blood! my guts are 
ſqueezed into a pancake, by that Scotchman's hump.” 
Strap trembling all the while at my back, aſked him 
pardon, and laid the blame of what had happened upon 


the jolting of the waggon; and the woman who ſpoke 


| leſs airs—better folks than any here 


before, went on: „* Ay, ay, my dear, it is our own 
fault; we may thank ourſelves for all the inconveni- 
encies we meet with. I thank God I never travelled ſo 
before. I'm ſure, if my Lady or Sir John was to know | 
where we are, they would not ſleep this night for vexa- 
tion. I with to God we had writ for the chariot: 1 
know we ſhall never be forgiven.” — * Come, come, my 
dear (replied the captain), it don't ſignify fretting now 
—we ſhall laugh it over as a frolic—I hope you will 
not ſuffer in your health. I ſhall make my Lord very 
merry with our adventures in the diligence.” This dif- 
courle gave me ſuch a high notion of the captain and his 
lady, that I durſt not venture to join in the converſa- 
tion. But immediately after, another female voice be- 
gan: „Some people give themſelves a 2 many need - 
ave travelled in 
waggons before now. Some of us have rode in coaches 
and chariots, with three footmen behind them, without 
making ſo much fuſs about it. What then? we are 
now all upon a footing ; therefore let's be ſociable and 
merry. What do you lay, Iſaac ? Is not this a good 
motion, you doating rogue? Speak, you old cent. per 
cent. fornicator. What deſperate debts are you think- 
ing of ? What mortgage are you planning? Well, Iſaac, 
poſitively you ſhall never gain my favour till you turn 
over a new leaf, grow honeſt, and live like a gentleman. 
In the mean time, give me a kiſs, you old fumbler.” 
Theſe words, accompanied with a hearty ſmack, enli- 
vened the perſon to whom they were addreſſed, to ſuch 
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2 degree, that he cried in a tranſport, though with a 
faltering voice, © Ah! you wanton baggage upon my 
credit, you are a waggiſh girl, he, he, he.” This laugh 


' profeſſion of this our fellow-traveiler). About this 
time I fell aſleep, and enjoyed a comfortable nap, till 

| ſuch time as we arrived at the inn where we put up. 
Here, having alighted from the waggon, I had an op- 


tered. The firſt who appeared was a briſk airy girl, 
with filver, very much tarniſhed, and a whip in her 


hand. After her came limping an old man, with a 
- worſted night-cap, buttoned under his chin, and a broad- 


ö H brimmed hat ſlouched over it, an old ruſty blue cloak 
a tied about his neck, under which appeared a brown ſur- 


tout, that covered a thread-bare coat and waiſtcoat, and, 
as we afterwards diſcerned, a dirty flannel jacket. His 


_ admiring the extraordinary make of this man of war: 


— _ 
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introduced a fit of coughing, which almoſt ſuffocated 
the poor uſurer (ſuch, we afterwards found, was the 
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portunity of viewing the paſſengers in order as they en- 


about twenty years old, with a filver-laced hat on her 
head, inſtead of a cap, a blue ſtuff riding- ſuit trimmed | 


eyes were hollow, bleared, and gummy ; his face was 
 ſhrivelled into a thouſand wrinkles, his gums were def- 
titute of teeth, his noſe ſharp and drooping, his chin 
peeked and prominent, ſo that, when he mumped or 
ſpoke, they approached one another like a pair of nut- 
crakers; he ſupported himſelf on an ivory-headed 
cane; and his whole figure was a juſt emblem of win- 
ter, famine, and avarice. But how was I ſurpriſed, 
when I beheld the formidable captain in the ſhape of a 
little thin creature, about the age of forty, with a long 
withered viſage, very much reſembling that of a ba- 
boon, through the upper part of which two little gray 
eyes peeped : He wore his own hair in a queue that 
reached to his rump, which immoderate length, I ſup- 

| Pole, was the occaſion of a baldneſs that appeared on 
the crown of his head, when he deigned to take off his 
hat, which was very much of the ſize and cock of Piſ- 
_ tol's. Having laid aſide his great coat, I could not help 


He was about five feet and three inches high, ſixteen 
inches of which went to his face and long ſcraggy neck; 
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his thighs were about fix inches in length, his legs re- 
ſembling ſpindles or drum-ſticks, two feet and an half, 
and his dody, which put me in mind of extenſion with- 
out ſubſtance, engroſſed the remainder ; ſo that, on the 
whole, he appeared like a ſpider or graſhopper erect, 
and was almoſt a hem et præterea nibil. His dreſs con- 
ſiſted of a frock of what is called bear- ſK in, the ſkirts of 
which were about half a foot long, an huſſar waiſtcoat, 
ſcarlet breeches, reaching half way down his thighs, 
worſted ſtockings, rolled up almoſt to his groin, and 
ſhoes with wooden heels at leaſt two inches high: He 
carried a {word very near as long as himſelf in one 
hand, and with the other conducted his lady, who ſeem- 
ed to be a woman of his own age, and {ill retained 
| ſome remains of an agreeable perſon ; but ſo ridiculouſ- 
ly affected, that, had I not been a novice in the world, I 

might have eaſily perceived in her the deplorable vani- 

ty and ſecond-hand airs of a lady's woman. We were 
all aſſembled in the kitchen, when Captain Weazel (for 
that was his name) defired a room with a fire for him 
ſelf and ſpouſe, and told the landlord they would ſup by 
_ themſelves. The innkeeper replied, that he could not 
afford them a room by themſelves ; and, as for ſupping, 
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he had prepared victuals for the paſſengers i in the wag⸗ ” 


gon, without reſpect of perſons; but it he could prevail 
on the reſt to let him have his choice in a ſeparate man- 
ner, he ſhould be very well pleaſed. This was no ſoon- 8 
er ſaid, than all of us declared againſt the propoſal; and 
Miss Jenny (our other female paſſenger) obſerved, that, 
if Captain Weazel and his lady had a mind to ſup by 
themſelves, they might wait until we ſhould have done. 
At this hint, the captain put on a martial frown, and 
looked very big, without ſpeaking; while his yoke-tel- 
low, with a diſdainful toſs of her noſe, muttered ſome- 
thing about “ Creature!“ which Mits Jenny overhear- 
ing, ſtept up to her, ſaying, * None of your names, 
ood Mrs. Abigail rene quotha— I'll aſſure you. 
No ſuch creature as you, neither—no ten pound {neaker 
Eno quality coupler.” —Here the captain interpoſed, : 
with a © Damme, Madam, what do you mean by that?“ 
—“ Damn you, Sir, who are you * ? (replied Miſs Jen- 
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ny) who made you a 2 you pitiful, trencher- 
ſcraping, pimping curler ?—Sdeath ! the army is come 


to a fine paſs, when ſuch fellows as you get commiſ- 


ſions What, I ſuppoſe you think I don't know you ?— 

Agad, you and your helpmate are well met—a caft-off 
miſtreſs and a bald valet de chambre are well yoked to- 
gether.” © Blood and wounds! (cried Weazel) d'ye 
queſtion the honour of my wife, Madam !—Hell and 


_ damnation | No man in England durit ſay fo much. I 
would flea him—carbonado him Fury and deſtruction! 
J would have his liver for my ſupper.” So ſaying, he 
drew his ſword, and flouriſhed with it, to the great ter- 
_ ror of Strap; while Miſs Jenny, ſnapping her fingers, 
told him, ſhe did not value his reſentment a louſe. In 
the midſt of this quarrel, the maſter of the waggon 
alighted, who underſtanding the cauſe of the diſturb- 
ance, and fearing the captain and his lady would take 
umbrage, and leave his carriage, was at great pains to 
have every thing made up, which he at laſt accomplith- | 
ed, and we ſat down to ſupper altogether. At bed- 
time we were ſhown to our apartments: The old uſurer, 
Strap, and I, to one room; the captain, his wife, and 
Miſs Jenny, to another. About midnight, my compa- 
nion's bowels being diſordered, he got up, in order to 
go backward ; but, in his return, miſtaking one door 
for another, entered Weazel's chamber, and, without 
any heſitation, went to bed to his wife, who was faft 
 alleep; the captain being at another end of the room, 
groping for ſome empty veſſel, in lieu of his own cham- 
: ber- pot, which was leaky : As he did not perceive Strap 
coming in, he went towards his own bed, after having 
found a convenience; but no ſooner did he feel a rough 
head, covered with a cotton night- cap, than it came in- 
a his mind, that he had miſtaken Miſs Jenny's bed in- 
Read of his own, and that the head he felt was that of 
ſome gallant, with whom ſhe had made an aſſignation. 
Full of this conjecture, and ſcandalized at the proſtitu- 
tion of his apartment, he ſnatched up the veſſel he had 
juſt before filled, and emptied it at once on the aſtoniſh- 
ed barber and his own wife, who, waking at that in- 
ſtant, broke forth into lamentable Cries, which not only 
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alarmed the huſband beyond meaſure, but frightened 


r Strap almoſt out of his ſenſes ; for he verily be- 


lieved himſelf bewitched ; eſpecially when the incenſed 


captain ſeized him by the throat, with a volley of oaths, 
aſking him how he durſt have the preſumption to at- 
tempt the chaſtity of his wife. Poor Strap was ſo amaz- 
ed and confounded, that he could ſay nothing, but, I 


take God to witneſs, ſhe's a virgin for me.” Mrs. Wea- 


zcl, enraged to find herſelf in ſuch a pickle, through the 


precipitation of her huſband, aroſe in her ſhift, and, 
with the heel of her ſhoe, which ſhe found by the bed- 
fide, belabouring the captain's bald pate, till he roared, 
„Murder.“ © Pl] teach you to empty your ſtink-pots 1 

on me (cried ſhe), you pitiful hop'omy-thumb coxcomb. 


What! I warrant you're jealous, you man of lath. Was 


it for this I condeſcended to take you to my bed, you 
poor withered ſapleſs twig ?“ The noiſe occaſioned by 
this adventure had brought the maſter of the waggon 
and me to the door, where we overheard all that paied 
with great ſatisfaction. In the mean time, we were 
alarmed with the cry of “ Rape ! Murder | Rape!“ 
which Miſs Jenny pronounced with great vociferation. 
2 O! you vile abominable old villain (faid ſhe), 
would you rob me of my virtue? But I'll be revenged 
of you, you old goat! I will — Help! for Heaven's ſake! 
| help !—I ſhall be raviſhed—ruined ! help!“ Some ſer- 
rants of the inn, hearing this cry, came running up 
itairs with lights, and ſuch weapons as chance afforded, 
when we beheld a very diverting ſcene. In one corner 
ſtood the poor captain, ſhivering in his ſhirt, which was 
all torn to rags, with a woeful viſage, ſcratched all over 
by his wife, who had by this time wrapped the counter- 


pane about her, and fat ſobbing on the fide of her bed. 


In the other end lay the old uſurer, ſprawling on Miſs 
Jenny's bed, with his flannel jacket over his ſhirt, and 

his tawny meagre limbs expoſed to the air; while ſhe 
held him faſt by the two ears, and loaded him with exe- 
crations. When we aſked what was the matter, ſhe af- 
fected to weep told us, ſhe was afraid that wicked 
rogue had ruined her in her ſleep; and bade us take 
notice of what we faw, for ſhe intended to make uſe ot 
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our evidence againſt him. The poor wretch looked 


like one more dead than alive, and begged to be releaſ- 


ed; a favour which he had no ſooner obtained, than he 
proteſted ſhe was no woman, but a devil incarnate ; that 
ſhe had firſt ſeduced his fleſh to rebel, and then betrayed 


him. Ves, cockatrice (continued he), you know you 
laid this ſnare for me, but you ſhan't ſucceed, for I will 


hang myſelf before you ſhall get a farthing off me.” So 


ſaying, he crawled to his own bed, groaning all the way. 


We then advanced to the captain, who told us,“ Gen- 


tlemen, here has been a damn'd miſtake ; but I'll be re- 
veng'd on him who was the occaſion of it. That Scotch- 
man who carries the knapſack ſhall not breathe this vi- 
tal air another day, if my name be Weazel. My dear, 

I aſk you ten thouſand pardons ; you are ſenſible I could 
mean no harm to you.” 


» 


| tend me to my grave.” At length they were reconciled. 
Ihe wife was complimented with a ſhare of Miſs Jen- 
ny's bed (her own being overflowed), and the maſter of 
the waggon invited Weazel to ſleep the remaining part 
of the night with him. I retired to mine, where I found 
Strap mortally afraid, he having ſtole away in the dark, 
while the captain and his lady were at loggerheads. 


CHAPTER xl. 


Captain Weazel challenges Strap, who declines the combat—an affair 


between the Captain and me—the uſurer is fain to give Miſs Jenny 
five guineas for a releaſe—we are in danger of lo 


 laac's mirth at the Captain's expence. 


Next morning I agreed to grve the maſter of the wag- 
gon ten ſhillings for my paffage to London, provided 
Strap ſhould be allowed to take my place when I ſhould 
be diſpoſed to walk—At the ſame time I deſired him to 
appeaſe the incenſed captain, who had entered the kitchen 
with a drawn ſword in his hand, and threatened, with 


—*1 know not what you meant 
(replied ſhe, ſighing), but I know I have got enough to 


ing a meal—the 
behaviour of Weazel, Jenny and Joey, on that occaſion—an account. 
of Captain Weazel and his Lady—the Captain's courage tried— 
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many oaths, to ſacrifice the villain who attempted to vio- 


late his bed; but it was to purpoſe for the maſter to 


explain the miſtake, and aſſure him of the poor lad's in- 


nocence, who ſtood trembling behind me all the while: 
The more ſubmiſſion that appeared in Strap, the more 


implacable ſeemed the reſentment of Weazel, who ſwore 


he muſt either fight him, or he would inſtantly put him 


to death. I was extremely provoked at this inſolence, 
and told him, it could not be ſuppoſed that a poor bar- 


ber lad would engage a man of the ſword at his own 
weapon ; but I was perſuaded he would wreſtle or box 
with him. To which propoſal Strap immediately gave 
aſſent, by ſaying, he would box with him for a guinea. 


Meazel replied, with a look of diſdain, that it was be- 
neath any gentleman of his character to fight like a por- 
ter, or even to put himſelf on a footing, in any reſpect, 
with ſuch a fellow as Strap. © Odds bodikins ! (cries 
Joey) ſure Coptain, yaw would not commit moorder ! 
| Here's a poor lad that is willing to make atoonement 
for his offence ; and an that woan't ſfatisfie yaw offers to 
fight yaw fairly. An' yaw woan't box, I dare ſay, he 
will coodgel with yaw. Woan't yaw, my lad ?”—Strap 
after ſome heſitation, anſwered, © Yes, yes, I'll cudge! 
with him.” But this expedient being alſo rejected by 
the captain, I began to ſmell his character, and, tipping 
Strap the wink, told the company that I had always 
heard it ſaid, the perſon who receives a challenge ſhould 
have the choice of the weapons: this therefore being the 
rule in point of honour, I would venture to promiſe on 
the head of my companion, that he would even fight 
Captain Weazel at ſharps ; but it ſhould be with ſuch 


ſharps as Strap was beſt acquainted with, namely razors. 


At my mentioning razors, I could perceive the captain's 
colour change, while Strap, pulling me by the ſleeve, 
whiſpered, with great eagerneſs, “No, no, no; for thc 
love of God, don't make any ſuch bargain.” At length 
Weazel, recovering himſelf, turned towards me, and, 


with a 188 00 countenance, aſked, * Who the devil 


are you? will you fight me?“ With theſe words, put- | 
ting himſelf in a poſture, I was prievioully alarmed at 


ſeeing the point of a ſword within half a foot of my 
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breaſt ; and, ſpringing to one ſide, ſnatched up a ſpit 
that ſtood in the chimney- corner, with which I kept my 
formidable adverſary at bay, who made a great many 
half-longes, ſkipping backward at every puſh, till at laſt 
I pinned him up 1n a corner, to the no ſmall diverſion 
of the company. While he was in this ſituation, his 
wife entered, and, ſeeing her huſband in theſe dangerous 
crab; uttered a dreadful ſcream : In this emer- 


gency, Weazel demanded a ceſſation, which was irame- 


diately granted; and at laſt was contented with the ſub- 
miſſion of Strap, who, falling upon his knees before him, 
roteſted the innocence of his intention, and aſked par- 


don for the miſtake he had committed. This affair being 


ended without bloodſhed, we went to breakfaſt, but miſ- 
ſed two of our company, namely, Mils Jenny and the 


uſurer. As for the firſt, Mrs. Weazel informed us, that 


| ſhe had kept her awake all night with her groans; and 

that, when ſhe roſe in the morning, Miſs Jenny was ſo 
much indiſpoled, that the could not proceed on her jour- 
ney. At that inſtant, a meſſage came from her to the 


maſter of the waggon, who immediately went into her 


chamber, followed by us all. She told him in a lament- 


able tone, that ſhe Was afraid of a miſcarriage, owing to 


the fright ſhe received laſt night from the brutality of 
Iſaac; and, as the event was uncertain, deſired the uſurer 


might be detained to anſwer for the conſequence. Ac- 
cordingly, this ancient Tarquin was found in the wag- 
gon, whither he had retired to avoid the ſhame of laſt _ 
night's diſgrace, and brought by force into her preſence. 
He no ſooner appeared, than ſhe began to weep and ſigh 


moſt piteouſly, and told us, if ſhe died, ſne would leave 


her blood upon the head of that an l Poor Iſaac 


turned up his eyes and hands to Heaven, prayed that 


God would deliver him from the machinations of that 
Jezebel; and aſſured us, with tears in his eyes, that his 


being found 1 in bed with her was the reſult of her own 
invitation. 


A ſum of money |-—a halter for the cockatrice . 


* Oh! 'tis very well (faid Miſs Jenny): I ſee it is in 


Lhe waggoner underſtanding the caſe, ad- 
viſed Ifaae to make it up, by giving her a ſum of mo- 
ney: To which 50 5 he replied, with great vehemence, 
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vain to attempt that flinty heart of his, by fair means, 
Joey, be ſo good as to go to the juſtice, and tell him 
there is a ſick perſon here, who wants to ſee him on an 
affair of conſequence.” At the name of juſtice, Iſaac 
trembled, and, bidding Joey ſtay, aſked, with a quaver- 


ing voice, © what ſhe would have?“ She told him, 
that, as he had not perpetrated his wicked purpoſe, ſne 
would be ſatisfied with a ſmall matter. And though the 
damage ſhe might fuſtain in her health might be irrepar- 
able, ſhe would give him a releaſe for an hundred gui- 
neas. An hundred guineas |! (cried he, in an ecſtacy), 
an hundred furies ! Where ſhould a poor old wretch 


like me have an hundred guineas ? It I had ſo much mo- 
ney, d'ye think I ſhould be found travelling in a wag- 


gon at this ſeaſon of the year?“ © Come, come (replied 
3 none of your miſerly artifice here. You think I 
don't know Ifaac Rapine, the money- broker in the Mi- 
nories. Ah! you old rogue ! many a pawn have you 
had of me and my acquaintance, which was never re- 
deemed.” Ifaac, finding it was in vain to diſguiſe him- 
ſelf, offered twenty fhillings for a diſcharge, which ſhe 
abſolutely refufed under fifty pounds: At laſt, however, 
ſhe was brought down to hve, which he paid, with great 
reluctancy, rather than be proſecuted for a rape. After 
which accommodation the ſick perſon made ſhift to get 
into the waggon, and we ſet forwards in great tranquil- 
 lity, Strap being accommodated with Joey's horſe, the 
_ driver himſelf chooſing to walk. This morning and fore- 
noon we were entertained with an account of the valour 
of Captain Weazel, who told us he had once knocked 
down a ſoldier that made game of him; tweaked a 
drawer by the noſe, who found fault with his picking 
his teeth with a fork, at another time; and that he had 
- moreover challenged a cheeſe-monger, who had the pre- 
ſumption to be his rival :—for the truth of which ex- 
ploits he appealed to his wife. She confirmed whatever 
he ſaid, and obſerved, © The laſt affair happened that 
very day on which I received a love-letter from Squire 
_ Gobble; and don't you remember, my dear, I was pro- 
_ digioully ſick that very night with eating ortolans, when 
my Lord Diddle took notice of my complexion's being 
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altered, and my Lady was fo alarmed that ſhe had well 
nigh fainted.” © Yes, my dear (replied the Captain), you 
know, my Lord faid to me, with a ſaeer, “ Billy, Mrs. 
Weazel is certainly breeding.” And I anſwered cavalier- 
ly, * My Lord, I with I could return the compliment.” 
Upon which the whole company broke out into an immo- 
derate fit of laughter; and my Lord, who loves a repartee 


dearly, came round and buſſed me.” We travelled in this 


manner five days, without interruption, or meeting any 


thing worth notice: Miſs Jenny (who ſoon recovered her 


| ſpirits) entertaining us every day with diverting ſongs, of 


which the could ſing a great number; and rallying her old 


_ gallant, who, notwithitanding, would never be reconciled 
to her. On the ſixth day, while we were about to fit 
down to dinner, the inn-keeper came and told us, that 
three gentlemen, juſt arrived, had ordered the victuals to 
be carried to their apartment, although he had informed 
them that they were beſpoke by the paſſengers in the 
waggon. To which information they had replied, © The 


paſſengers in the waggon might be damned,—their betters 
mult be ſerved before them—they ſuppoſed it would be 
no hardſhip on ſuch travellers to dine upon bread and 
This was a terrible diſappointment 
to us all; and we laid our heads together how to remedy 
it; when Miſs Jenny obſerved, that Captain Weazel, being 
by profeſſion a ſoldier, ought in this caſe to protect and 
prevent us from being inſulted. But the Captain excuſed 
himſelf, ſaying, He would not for all the world be known 
to have travelled in a waggon ; {wearing at the ſame time, 
that, could he appear with honour, they ſhould eat his 
{word ſooner than his proviſion. Upon this declaration, 


_ cheeſe for one day.” 


Miſs Jenny, ſnatching his weapon, drew it, and ran im- 


mediately into the kitchen, where {he threatened to put 
the cook to death if he did not fend the victuals into our 
chamber immediately. The noiſe the made brought the 
three ſtrangers down, one of whom no ſooner perceived 
her, than he cried, Ha! Jenny Ramper ! what the devil 
brought thee hither ?” „ My dear Jack Rattle! (replied | 
the, running into his arms), is it you? Then Weazel may 


go to hell for a dinner I {hall dine with you.” They 


conſented to this propoſal with a great deal of joy; and 
We were on the point of being reduced to a very uncom- 
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fortable meal, when Joey, underſtanding the whole affair, 
entered the kitchen with a pitchfork in his hand, and ſwore 
he would be the death of any man who ſhould pretend to 
ſeize the victuals prepared for the waggon. This menace 
had like to have produced fatal conſequences; the three 
{ſtrangers drawing their ſwords, and being joined by their 
ſervants, and we ranging ourſelves on the fide of Joey; 
when the landlord interpoſing offered to part with his own 
dinner to keep the peace, which was accepted by the 
ſtrangers; and we ſat down at table without any further 
moleſtation. In the afternoon, I choſe to walk along with 
Joey, and Strap took my place. Having entered into a 
_ converſation with this driver, I ſoon found him to be a 
merry, facetious, good-natured fellow, and withal very 
arch: He informed me, that Miſs Jenny was a common 
girl upon the town; who falling into company with a re- 
cruiting officer, he carried her down in the ſtage-coach 
from London to Newcaſtle, where he had been arreſted 
for debt, and was now in priſon : upon which ſhe was fain 
to return to her former way of life, by this conveyance. 
He told me likewiſe, that one of the gentleman's ſervants 
whom we left at the inn, having accidentally ſeen Weazel, 
immediately knew him, and acquainted Joey with ſome 
particulars of his character. That he had ſerved my Lord 
Frizzle in quality of valet de chambre many years, while 
he lived ſeparate from his Lady: But, upon their reconci- 
luation, ſhe expreſsly inſiſted upon Weazel's being turned 
off, as well as the woman he kept; when his Lordſhip, to 
get rid of them both with a good grace, propoſed that he 


— ſhould marry his miſtreſs, and he would procure a com- 


miſſion for him in the army: This expedient was agreed 
to; and Weazel is now, by his Lordſhip's intereſt, enſign 
in s regiment. I found he and I had the ſame ſenti- 
ments with regard to WeazePs courage, which we reſolved 
to put to the trial, by alarming the paſſengers with the cry 
of “ an highwayman !” as ſoon as an horſeman ſhould 
appear. This ſcheme we put in praCtice towards the 
Aduſk, when we deſcried a man on horſeback approaching 
us. Joey had no ſooner intimated to the people in the 
Waggon, that he was afraid we ſhould be all robbed, than 
a general conſternation aroſe : Strap jumped out of the 
waggon, and hid himſelf behind a hedge, The uſurer put 


s 
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forth ejaculations, and made a ruſtling among the ſtraw, 
which made us conjecture he had hid ſomething under it. 
Mrs. Weazel, wringing her hands, uttered lamentable 
cries: and the Captain, to our great amazement, began to 
ſnore; but this artifice did not ſucceed ; for Miſs Jenny, 
: ſhaking him by the ſhoulder, bawled out,“ Sdeath! Cap- 


tain, 1s this time to ſnore, when we are going to be rob- 


bed? Get up, for ſhame, and behave like a ſoldier and a 
man of honour.” Weazel pretended to be in a great paſ- 


ſion for being diſturbed, and ſwore he would have his nap 


out if all the highwaymen in England ſurrounded him. 
„Pn my blood | what are you afraid of?“ (continued 
he), at the ſame time trembling with ſuch agitation, that 


the whole carriage ſhook. This ſingular piece of beha- 


viour incenſed Miſs Ramper ſo much, that ſhe cried, 
«© n your pitiful ſoul, you are as arrant a poltroon, as 
ever was drummed out of a regiment.—Stop the waggon, 


Joey—let me get out, and by G—d, if I have rhetoric 
enough, the thief ſhall not only take your purſe, but your 


ſkin alſo.” 80 faying, ſhe leapt out with great agility. 


By this time the horſeman came up with us, and happened 
to be a gentleman's ſervant well known to Joey, who 
communicated the ſcheme, and deſired him to carry it on 


a little further, by going up to the waggon, and queſtion- 
ing thoſe within. The ſtranger conſenting for the ſake 
of diverſion, approached it, and, in a terrible tone, de- 
manded, Who have we got here?“ Iſaac replied, with a 


| lamentable voice, © Here's a poor miſerable ſinner, who 


has got a ſmall family to maintain, and nothing in the 


world wherewithal, but theſe fifteen ſhillings, which if 


you rob me of, we muſt all ſtarve together.“ © Who's 


that ſobbing in the other corner?“ (ſaid the ſuppoſed 
| highwayman). A poor unfortunate woman (anfwered 
Mrs. Weazel), upon whom I beg you for Chriſt's ſake to 
have compaſſion.” © Are you maid or wife?“ ſaid he. 


“Wife to my ſorrow,” cried ſhe. “ Who or where is 


your huſband ?” continued he.“ My huſband (replied 
Mrs. Weazel) is an officer in the army, and was left fick 


at the laſt inn where we dined.” Lou muſt be miſtaken, 
Madam (faid he), for I myſelf ſaw him get into the wag- 


1 gon this afternoon.— But pray what ſmell is that? Sure 
| your e has befouled himſelf;—let me catch hold of 
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the naſty cur, PlIl teach him better manners.” Here he 
laid hold of one of WeazePs legs, and pulled him out 
from under his wife's petticoats, where he had concealed 
himſelf. The poor trembling Captain, being deteCted in 
this inglorious ſituation, rubbed his eyes, and affecting to 
wake out of ſleep, cried, What's the matter ?!—what's 
the matter ?” 44 he matter is not much (anſwered the 
| horſeman), I only called in to inquire after your health, 
and ſo adieu, moſt noble Captain.” So ſaying, he clapped 
ſpurs to his horſe, and was out of ſight in a moment. It 
was ſome time before Weazel could recolle& himſelf, but 
at length re-aſſuming the big look, he ſaid, Damn the 
fellow | why did he ride away, before I had time to aſk 
him how his lord and lady do? Don't you remember 
Tom, my dear ?” addreſſing himſelf to his wife. © Yes 
(replied ſhe), I think I do remember ſomething of the 
Nee buy you know I ſeldom converſe with people off 
His ſtation.” © Hey-day ! (cried Joey), do yaw knaw the 
young mon Coptain?“ „ Know him (ſaid Weazel), 


many a time has he filled a glaſs of Burgundy for me at 


my Lord Trippet's table.” “ And what may his neame 
be, Coptain ?” ſaid Joey. “ His name |—his name (re- 
plied Weazel) is Tom Rinſer.“ © Waunds! (cried Joey), 
a has changed his own neame then! for I'fe lay a wager 
he was chriſtened John 'Trotter.” This obſervation raiſed 
a laugh againſt the Captain, who ſeemed very much diſ- 
cConcerted; when Iſaac broke ſilence, and ſaid, “ It was 
no matter who or what he was, ſince he has not proved 
the robber we ſuſpected. | And we ought to bleſs God 
for our narrow eſcape.” Bleſs God (ſaid Weazel), bleſs 
the devil! for what? had he been a highwayman, I ſhould 
Have eat his blood, body, and guts, before he had robbed 
me, or any one in this Diligence.” © Ha, ha, ha! (cried 
Miss Jenny), [ believe you will eat all you kill indeed, 
Captain.“ The uſurer was ſo well pleaſed at the event of : 
this adventure, that he could not refrain from being ſevere, 
and took notice, that Captain Weazel ſeemed to be a good 
Chriſtian, for he had armed himſelf with patience and re- 
ſignation, inſtead of carnal weapons, and worked out his 
ſalvation with fear and trembling. This piece of ſatire 
occaſioned a great deal of mirth at WeazePs expence, 
: who muttered a gout many oaths, arid threatened to cut 
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Iſaac's throat. The uſurer taking hold of this menace, 
ſaid, „Gentlemen and ladies, I take you all to witnels, 
that my life is in danger from this bloody-minded olficer. 
Pil have him bound over to the peace.” This ſecond 
ſneer procured another laugh againſt him, and he remained 
creſt-fallen during the remaining part of our journey. 


— 


CHAPTER XIIL 


Strap and I are terrified by an apparition—Strap's conjeAure—the myſ- 
tery explained by Jocy—we arrive at London—our dreſs and appear- 
ance deſcribed—we are inſulted in the ſtreet—an adventure in an ale- 
houſe - we are impoſed upon by a waggiſh footman—lſet torights by a 
_ tobacconiſt—take lodgings—dive for a dinner—an accident at our or- 
dinary, Sod „ | | | 


Wr arrived at our inn, ſupped, and went to bed; but 
Strap's diſtemper continuing, he was obliged to riſe in the 
middle of the night, and taking the candle in his hand, 
which he had left burning for the purpoſe, he went down 
to the houſe of office, whence in a ſhort time he returned 
in a great hurry, with his hair ſtanding on end, and a look 
betokening horror and aftonithment. Without ſpeaking a 
word, he ſet down the light, and jumped into bed behind 
me, where he lay and trembled with great violence. 
When I aſked him what was the matter? he replied, with 
a broken accent, God have mercy on us! 1 have ſeen 
the devil.” Though my prejudice was not quite ſo ſtrong 
as his, I was not a little alarmed at this exclamation, and 
much more ſo, when I heard the found of bells approach- 
ing our chamber, and felt my bedfeliow cling cloſe to me, 
uttering theſe words, Chriſt have mercy upon us | there 
he comes.” At that inſtant, a monſtrous over-grown 
raven entered our chamber, with bells at his feet, and, 
made directly towards our bed. As this creature is 
_ reckoned in our country a common vehicle for the devil 


and witches to play their pranks in, I verily believed we 


were haunted, and in a violent fright ſhrunk under the 
bed-clothes. This terrible apparition leapt upon the bed, 
and, after giving us ſeveral ſevere dabs with its beak 
through the blankets, hopped away and vaniſhed. Strap 

and I recommended ourſelves to the protection of Heaven 


— 
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with great devotion, and, when we no longer heard the 
noiſe, ventured to peep up and take breath. But we had 
not been long freed from this phantom, when another ap- 
peared that had well nigh deprived us both of our ſenſes, 
We perceived an old man enter the room, with a long 
white beard that reached to his middle; there was a cer- 
tain wild peculiarity in his eyes and countenance, that did 


not ſavour of this world; and his dreſs conſiſted of a 


brown ſtuff coat buttoned behind and at the wriſts, with 


an odd faſhioned cap of the ſame ſtuff upon his head. 


I was ſo amazed, that I had not power to move my eyes 
from ſuch a ghaſtly object, but lay motionleſs, and faw 


him come ſtraight up to me: When he reached the bed, 
he wrung his hands, and cried, with a voice that did not 
ſeem to belong to a human creature, Where is Ralph? 


I made no reply; upon which he repeated, in an accent 


ſtill more preternatural, Where is Ralpho ?” He had no 


ſooner pronounced theſe words, than I heard the ſound of 


the bells at a diſtance; which the apparition having liſten- 


ed to, tripped away, and left me almoſt petrihed with 


fear. It was a good while before I could recover myſelf 
ſo far as to ſpeak; and when at length I turned to Strap, 
1 found him in a fit, which, however, did not laſt long. 
When he came to himſelf, I aſked his opinion of what had 
happened; and he aſſured me, that the firſt mult certain- 
ly be the ſoul of ſome perſon damned, which appeared by 
oe chains about his legs (for his fears had magnified the 
creature to the bigneſs of a horſe, and the ſound of ſmall 
morrice-bells to the clanking of maſſy chains). As for 
the old man, he took it to be the ſpirit of ſomebody mur- 
_ dered long ago in this place, which had power granted to 
it to torment the aſſaſſin in the ſhape of a raven, and that. 
| Ralpho was the name of the ſaid murderer. Although 
I had not much faith in this interpretation, I was too 
much troubled to enjoy any ſleep; and in all my future 
adventures never paſſed a night ſo ill. In the morning, 
Strap imparted the whole affair to Joey, who, after an 
immoderate fit of laughter, explained the matter, by tell- 


ing him the old man was the landlord's father, who had 


been an idiot ſome years, and diverted himſelf with a 
tame raven, which, it ſeems, had hopped away from his 
apartment in the night, and induced him to follow it to 
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our chamber, where he had inquired after it, under the 


name of Ralpho. 

Nothing remarkable happened during the remaining 
part of our journey, which continued ſix or ſeven days 
longer : At length we entered the great city, and lodged 
all night at the inn where the waggon put up.—Next 


morning, all the paſſengers parted different ways; while 
my companion and I ſallied out to inquire for the mem- 
ber of parliament, to whom I had a letter of recommen- 
dation from Mr. Crab. As we had diſcharged our lodg- 


ing at the inn, Strap took up our baggage and marched 


behind me in the ſtreet with the knapſack on his back, 
as uſual, ſo that we made a very whimſical appearance. 
T had drefled myſelf to the greateſt advantage; that is, 


put on a clean ruffled ſhirt, and my beſt thread ſtockings : 


my hair (which was of the deepeſt red), hung down upon 
my ſhoulders, as lank and ſtraight as a pound of candles; 
and the ſkirts of my coat reached to the middle of my 
leg; my waiſtcoat and breeches were of the ſame piece, 
and cut in the ſame taſte; and my hat very much reſem- 
bled a barber's baſon in the ſhallowneſs of the crown, 
and narrowneſs of the brims. Strap was habited in a 
much leſs awkward manner; but a ſhort crop-eared wig 
that very much reſembled Scrub's in the play, and the 
knapſack on his back, added to what is called a queer 
phiz, occaſioned by a long chin, hook noſe, and high 
_ cheek bones, rendered him on the whole a very fit ſub- 
ject of mirth and pleaſantry. As we walked along, Strap, 
at my deſire, inquired of a carman whom we met where- 
abouts Mr. Cringer lived ;—and was anſwered by a ſtare 
accompanied with the word“ Anan!” Upon which 1 
came up, in order to explain the queſtion, but had the 
misfortune to be unintelligible likewiſe, the carman damn- 
ing us for a louſy Scotch guard, and whipping his 
Horſes with a ©& Gee ho!” which nettled me to the 
quick, and rouſed the indignation of Strap ſo far, that, 


aſter the fellow was gone a good way, he told me he 


would fight him for a farthing. While we were deli- 
berating upon what was to be done, an hackney coach- 

man driving ſoftly along, and perceiving us ſtanding by 
the kennel, came up cloſe to us, and calling, „ A coach, 


maſlter !” by a dextcrous management of the reins, made 
EEE A 
of 


14 
1 
. bz 
7 
4 
3 
- 
- 
2 . 
14 
4 
714 
77 
4 
[WE 
4 * 
3% 
1 
Is 
+ 4 
. 9 ol 
5 [Rug + i 
42 
1 
N 
x * 
RE. * 
9 
| 
£? 7 
in 
: £3 14.1 
ag: & 1 
N 
. 
15 + 
©I07 
4 
*% 
FIR: 
2 
7 % 
«ay 
3 4 
* 
1 
5 
N * * 
+ 
G 
1 5 
* 
Lie. 
Va 
'* ts 
* 
4s. 
«#4 
. 
5 4 
» 
*7 5 
211 
N 
4 
4  Y : 
X ＋ 
* * 
PT 
> 4 8 
+ 
* 7 
£ 
* 2 
af} 
© N # 
by * 
v3; 
+ 
1 7% 
1 
; A; 
* 


, 
7! 
0 
4 


72 THE ADVENTURES OF 


his horſes ſtumble in the wet, and bedaub us all over 
with mud. After which exploit, he drove on applauding 
himſelf with a hearty laugh, in which ſeveral people join- 
ed, to my great mortiſication; but one more compaſſion- 


ate than the reſt, ſeeing us ſtrangers, adviſed me to go 


into an ale houſe, and dry myſelf. I thanked him for his 
advice, which I immediately complied with; and going 
into the houſe he pointed out, called for a pot of beer, 
and ſat down by a fire in the public room, where we 
cleaned ourſelves as well as we could. In the mean time, 
a wag, who fat in a box ſmoking his pipe, underſtanding 


by our dialect that we were from Scotland, came up to 


me, and, with a grave countenance, aſked how long I had 


been caught? As I did not know the meaning of this 
queſtion, I made no anſwer; and he went on, ſaying, it 


could not be a great while, for my tail was not yet cut; 
at the fame time, taking hold of my hair and tipping the 


wink to the reſt of the company, who ſeemed highly en- 
| tertained with his wit. I was incenſed at this uſage, but 
afraid of reſenting it, becauſe I happened to be in a 


ſtrange place, and perceived the perſon who ſpoke to me 


Was a brawny fellow, for whom I thought myſelf by no 


means a match. However, Strap having either more cou- 


rage or leis caution, could not put up with the inſults that 
I ſuffered; but told him in a peremptory tone, © He was 
an uncivil feliow for making ſo free with his betters.“ 
Then the wit going towards him, aſked, What he had got 


a? 


in his knapſack ? “ Is it oatmeal or brimſtone, Sawney 


(ſaid he) ſeizing him by the chin, which he ſhook, to the 
inexpreſiible diverſion of all preſent. My companion feel- 


ing himſelf aflaulted in ſuch an opprobrious manner, diſ- 


engaged himſelf in a trice, and lent his antagoniſt ſuch a 


box on the ear, as made him ſtagger to the other ſide of 


the room; and, in a moment, a ring was formed for the 
_ combatants. Seeing Strap beginning to ſtrip, and my 
blood being heated with indignation, which baniſhed all 

other thoughts, I undreſſed myſelf to the {kin in an in- 


tant, and declared, that as the affront that occaſioned the 


_ quarrel was offered to me, I would fight it out myſelf ; 
upon which one or two cried out, * That's a brave 


| Scotch boy; you ſhall have fair play, by G—d.” This 


aſſurance gave me ireſh ſpirits, and going up to my ad- | 


1 
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verſary, who, by his pale countenance, did not ſeem 
much inclined to the battle, I ſtruck him ſo hard on the 
ſtomach, that he recled over a bench, and fell to the 
: ground. Then I attempted to keep him down, in order 
| to improve my ſucceſs, according to the manner of my 
own country; but was reſtrained by the ſpectators, one 
of whom endeavoured to raiſe up my opponent, but in 
vain; for he proteſted he would not fight, for he was not 
uite recovered of a late illneſs. I was very well pleaſed 
with this excuſe, and immediately drefſed myſelf, having 
acquired the good opinion of the company for my bravery, 
as well as of my comrade Strap, who thook ine by the 
hand, and wiſhed me joy. of the victory. After having 
drank our pot, and dried our clothes, we inquired. of the 
landlord if he knew Mr. Cringer the member of parlia- 
ment, and were amazed at lus replying in the negative; 
for we imagined, he mult be altogether as conſpicuous 
here, as in the borough he repreſented; but he told us we 
might poſſibly hear of him as we pailed along. We be- 
took ourſelves therefore to the ſtreet, where, ſeeing a 
footman ſtanding at a door, we made up to him, and 
aſked if he knew where our patron lived? 'Phis member 
of the party-coloured fraternity, ſurveying us both very 
minutely, ſaid he knew Mr. Cringer very well, and bade 
us turn down the firſt ſtreet on our left, then turn to the 
right, and then to the left again, after which perambula- 
tion we would obſerve a lane, through which we muſt 
paſs, and at the other end we ſhould find an alley that 
leads to another ſtreet, where we ſhould ſee the ſign of 
the Thiſtle and three Pedlars, and there he lodged. We 
_ thanked him for his information, and went forwards, 
Strap telling me, that he knew this perſon to be an honeſt 
friendly man by his countenance, before he opened his 
mouth; in which opinion I acquieſced, aſcribing his 
goodmanners to the company he daily ſaw in the houſe 
where he ſerved. We followed his directions punctually, 
in turning to the left and to the right, and to the left 
again; but, inſtead of ſeeing a lane before us, found our- 
ſelves at the fide of the river, a circumſtance that per- 
plexed us not a little; and my fellow-traveller ventured 
to pronounce, that we had certainly miſſed our way. By 
this time we were pretty much fatigued with our walk, 
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the ſhopkeeper was my countryman. He was no ſoon- 


had received from the footman, than he informed us, we 
had been impoſed upon, telling us, Mr. Cringer lived in 


| purpoſe for us to go thither to-day, for by that time he 
was gone to the Houſe. I then aſked if he could recom- 


ſmall, that, when the bed was let down, we were ob- 


| longed to the apartment, and uſe the bedſtead by way of 
chairs. About dinner-time, our landlord aſked us how | 
ve propoſed to live? to which interrogation we anſwer- 
ed, that we would be directed by him. „Well, then, 
| (ays he) there are two ways of eating in this town, for 
people of your condition; the one more creditable and 
expenſive than the other; the firſt is to dine at an eating- 
houſe frequented by well dreſſed people only; and the 
other is called diving, practiſed by thoſe who are either 
_ obliged or inclined to live frugally.” I gave him to un- 
derſtand, that provided the laſt. was not infamous, it 
would ſuit much better with our circumſtances than the 
other. Infamous (cried he), God forbid ! there are 
many creditable people, rich people, ay, and fine people, 
| that dive every day. I have ſeen many a pretty gentle- 
man with a laced waiſtcoat dine in that manner very 
_ comfortably for threepence halfpenny, and go afterwards 
to the coffee-houſe, where he made a figure with the beſt 
Lord in the land—but your own eyes ſhall bear witneſs 
A will go along with you to-day, and introduce you.” 
He accordingly conducted us to a certain lane, where 
Hopping, he bade us obſerve him, and do as he did, and 
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and not knowing how to proceed, I went into a ſmall 
ſnuff ſhop hard by, encouraged by the ſign of the High- 
lander, where I found, to my inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, 


er informed of our peregrination, and the directions we 
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the other end of the town; and that it would be to no 


mend us to a lodging. He readily gave us a line to one 
of his acquaintance who kept a chandler's ſhop not far 
from St. Martin's Lane; there we hired a bedroom, up 
two pair of ſtairs, at the rate of 2s. per week, ſo very 


liged to carry out every other piece of furniture that be- 


walking a few paces, dived into a cellar, and diſappeared 
in an inſtant. I followed his example, and deſcending 
very ſucceſsfully, found myſelf in the middle of a cook's 
ſhop, almoſt ſuffocated with the ſteams of boiled beet, 
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| and ſurrounded by a company of hackney coachmen, 


chairmen, draymen, and a few footmen out of place or 
on board wages, who fat eating ſhin of beef, tripe, cow- 
heel, or ſauſages, at ſeparate boards, covered with cloths 
which turned my ſtomach. While 1 ſtood in amaze, un- 
determined whether to fit down or walk upwards again, 


Strap in his deſcent miſſing one of the ſteps, tumbled head- 
long into this infernal ordinary, and overturned the cook | 


as ſhe carried a porringer of ſoup to one of the gueſts: 
In her fall, ſhe daſhed the whole meſs againit the legs 


of a drummer belonging to the foot-guards, who hap- 
pened to be in her way, and ſcalded him ſo miſerably, 
that he ſtarted up, and danced up and down, uttering a 
volley of execrations that made my hair ſtand on end. 
While he entertained the company in this manner, with 


an eloquence peculiar to himſelf, the cook got up, and, 


after a hearty curſe on the poor author of this miſchance, 


who lay under the table ſcratching his rump with a wo- 


ful countenance, emptied a falt-feller in her hand, and 
 ftripping down the patient's ſtocking, which brought the 
| ſkin along with it, applied the contents to the fore. This 
poultice was ſcarce laid on, when the drummer, who had 
begun to abate of his exclamation, broke forth into ſuch 
a hideous yell, as made the whole company tremble ; then 
_ ſeizing a pewter pint-pot that ſtood by him, ſqueezed 
the ſides of it together, as if it had been made of pliant 
leather, grinding his teeth at the ſame time with a molt. 
horrible grin. Gueſſing the cauſe of this violent tranſ= | 
port, I bade the woman waſh off the ſalt, and bathe the 
part with oil, which ſhe did, and procured him immedi- 
ate eaſe. But here another difficulty occurred, which 
was no other than the landlady's inſiſting on his paying 
for the pot he had rendered uſeleſs. He ſwore he would 
pay for nothing but what he had eaten, and bade her be 
_ thankful for his moderation, or elſe he would proſecute 
her for damages. Strap foreſeeing the whole affair would 
lie at his door, promiſed to ſatisfy the cook, and called 
for a dram of gin to treat the drummer, which entirely 
appeaſed him, and compoſed all animoſities. After this 
accommodation, our landlord and we tat down at a board, 
and dined upon ſhin of beef moſt deliciouſly ; our rec- 
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1 amounting to twopence halfpenny each, bread 
and ſmall beer included. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


we viſit Strap s friend—a deſcription of hep mol advice—we go to Mr, 
Cringer s houſe—are denied admittance—an accident befals Strap 
his behaviour thereupon—an extraordinary adventure e l in the 
courſe of which I loſe all my hs 


Is the ee my companion propoſed. to call at his 
friend's houſe, which, we were informed, was in the 
neighbourhood, whither we accordingly went, and were 
ſo lucky as to find him at home. This: gentleman, who 
had come from Scotland three or four years before, kept 
a ſchool in town, where he taught the Latin, French, 
and Italian languages ; but what he chiefly profeſſed was 
the pronunciation of the Engliſh tongue, after a method 
more ſpeedy and uncommon than any practiſed hereto- 
fore ; and, indeed, if his ſcholars ſpoke like their maſter, 


the latter part of his undertaking was certainly performed 
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to a tittle; for, although I could eaſily underſtand every 
word of what I had board hitherto ſince I entered Eng- 
land, three parts in four of his dialect were as unintelligible 
to me, as if he had ſpoke in Arabic or Iriſh. He was a 
middle-fized man, and ſtooped very much, though not 
above the age of forty ; his face frightfully pitted with 
the ſmall-pox, and his mouth extended from ear to ear. 
He was dreſſed in a night-gown of plaid, faſtened about 
his middle with a ſerjeant's old ſaſh, and a tie periwig, 
with a fore-top three inches high, in the faſhion of King 
Charles the Second's reign. After he had received Strap 
who was related to him) very courteouſly, he inquired of 
him who I was, and, being informed, took me by the 
hand, telling me he was at ſchool with my father. When 


he underſtood my ſituation, he aſſured me that he would 


do me all the ſervice in his power, both by his advice and 
otherwiſe; and, while he ſpoke theſe words, eyed me 


- with great attention, walking round me ſeveral times, and 
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muttering, O Ch—ſt ! O Ch—ſt ! fat a ſaight is here?“ 
3. ſoon . the reaſon of his ejaculation, and ſaid, I 
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ſuppoſe, Sir, you are not pleaſed with my dreſs ??—— 


« Dreſs (anſwered he), you may caal it fat you pleaſe in 


your country, but I vaw to Gad, tis a maſquerade here, 
No Chriſtian will admit ſuch a figure into his hawle, 


Upon my conſcience | I wonder the dogs did not hunt 
ou. Did you paſs through St. James's market? God 
bleſs my eye-ſaight | you look like a couſin-german of 
Ouran Outang.“ AI began to be a little ſerious at this diſ- 
courſe, and aſked him if he thought I ſhould obtain en- 
trance to-morrow at the houſe of Mr. Cringer, on whom 
I chiefly depended for an introduction into buſineſs, 
« Mr. Cringer, Mr. Cringer (replied he, ſcratching his 
cheek) may be a very honeſt gentleman—l know nothing 
to the contrary ; but is your ſole dependence upon him? 
Who recommended you to him ?” I pulled out Mr. Crab's 
letter, and told him the foundation of my hopes ; at which 
he ſtared at me, and repeated. Ch—ſt !” J began to 
conceive bad omens from this behaviour of his, and beg- 
ged he would aſſiſt me with his advice, which he promiſ- 
ed to give me frankly; and, as a ſpecimen, directed us 
to a periwig warehouſe in the neighbourhood, in order 
to be accommodated ; laying ſtrong injunctions on me 


© 


not to appear before Mr. Cringer, till I had parted with 
_ theſe carroty locks, which (he ſaid) were ſufficient to be- 
get an antipathy againſt me in all mankind. And, as we 
were going to purſue this advice, he called me back, and 
bade me be ſure to deliver my letter into Mr. Cringer's 
own hand. As we walked along, Strap triumphed great- 
ly in our reception with his friend, who, it ſeems, had 
aſſured him, he would, in a day or two, provide for him 
with ſome good maſter; and * now (ſays he) you ſhall 
fee how I ſhall fit you with a wig. There's ne'er a bar- 
ber in London (and that's a bold word) can palm a rotten 
caul, er a pennyweight of dead hair upon me.” And, 
indeed, this zealous adherent did wrangle ſo long with 
the merchant, that he was defired twenty times to leavs 


the ſhop, and ſee if he could get one cheaper elſewhere. 


At length I made choice of a good handſome bob, for 
which J paid ten ſhillings, and returned to our lodging, 
here Strap in a moment rid me of that hair which had 
given the ſchoolmaſter ſo much offence. 


We got up next day betimes, having been info 
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Mr. Cringer gave audience by candle-light to all his de- 
pendents, he himſelf being obliged to attend the levee of my 
Lord Terrier at break of day; becauſe his lordſhip made 
one at the miniſter's between eight and nine o'clock. When 
we came to Mr. Cringer's door, Strap, to give me an in- 


ſtance of his politeneſs, ran to the knocker, which he 


employed ſo loud and ſo long, that he alarmed the whole 
ſtreet ; and a window opening in the ſecond ſtorey of the 
next houſe, a chamber-pot was diſcharged upon him ſo 


ſucceſsfully, that the poor barber was wet to the ſkin, while 
I, being luckily at ſome diſtance, eſcaped the unſavoury de- 
luge. In the mean time, a footman opening the door, and 
ſeeing nobody. in the ſtreet but us, aſked, with a ſtern coun- 
tenance, if it was I who made ſuch a damned noiſe, and 
What I wanted? I told him I had buſineſs with his maſ- 
ter, whom I defired to fee. Upon which he clapped the 
door in my face, telling me, I muſt learn better manners 
before I could have acceſs to his maſter. Vexed at this 
_ diſappointment, I turned my reſentment againſt Strap, 
whom I ſharply reprimanded for his preſumption ; but he, 
not in the leaſt regarding what I ſaid, wrung the urine 
out of his periwig, and, lifting up a large ſtone, flung it 
with ſuch force againſt the ſtreet door of that houſe from 
whence he had been bedewed, that the lock giving way, 
it flew wide open, and he took to his heels, leaving me 


to follow him as I could. Indeed there was no time for 


deliberation ; I therefore purſued him with all the ſpeed 
I could exert, until we found ourſelves, about the dawn, 
in a ftreet we did not know. Here, as we wandered 
along, gaping about, a very decent fort of a man paſſing 
by me, {topped of a ſudden, and took up ſomething, 
which having examined, he turned, and preſented it to me, 
with theſe words: “ Sir, you have dropt half-a-crown.” Þ| 
I 'was not a little ſurpriſed at this inſtance of honeſty, ÞF 
and told him it did not belong to me; but he bade me 
recollect, and ſee if all my money was ſafe : Upon which 
I pulled out my purſe (for I had bought one ſince I came 
to town), and reckoning my money in my hand, which 
was now reduced to five guineas ſeven ſhillings and two- 
- pence, aſſured him I had loft nothing. Well then (lays 
he) ſo much the better—this is God-ſend; and, as you 
two were preſent when I picked it up, you are entitled to 
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RODERICK RANDOM. | 79 
equal ſhares with me.” I was aſtoniſhed at theſe words, 


and looked upon this perſon to be a prodigy of integrity, 


but abſolutely refuſed to take any part of the ſum. Come, 


' gentlemen (ſaid he), you are too modeſt—I ſee you are 


ſtrangers; but you ſhall give me leave to treat you with 


a whet this cold raw morning.” I would have declined 
this invitation, but Strap whiſpered to me, that the gen- 
tleman would be affronted, and I complied. © Where 
ſhall we go? (ſaid the ſtranger) I am quite ignorant of 


this part of the town.” I informed him, that we were 


in the ſame ſituation : Upon which he propoſed to go in- 
to the firſt public houſe we ſhould find open; and, as we 
| walked together, he began in this manner: „I find by 
your tongues you are from Scotland, gentlemen. My 
grandmother by the father's fide was of your country; 
and I am ſo prepoſſeſſed in its favour, that I never meet 
a Scotchman but my heart warms. The Scots are a very 
brave people. There is ſcarce a great family in the king- 
dom that cannot boaſt of ſome exploits performed by its 
_ anceſtors many hundred years ago. There's your Dou- 
_ glaſſes, Gordons, Campbells Hamiltons. We have no 


ſuch ancient families here in England. Then you are all 


very well educated. I have known a pedlar talk in Greek 
and Hebrew, as well as if they had been his mother 
tongue. And, for honeſty, I once had a ſervant, his name 
was Gregory Macgregor, I would have truſted him with 
untold gold.” — This eulogium on my native country, 
gained my affeCtion fo ſtrongly, that I believe I could 
have gone to death to ſerve the author; and Strap's eyes 
iwam in tears. At length, as we paſſed through a dark 
narrow lane, we perceived a public houſe, which we en- 
| tered, and found a man fitting by the fire, ſmoking a 
pipe, with a pint of purl before him. Our new acquaint- 
_ ance aſked us, if ever we had drank egg-flip ? To which 
queſtion we anſwering in the negative, he aſſured us of a 
regale, and ordered a quart to be prepared, calling for 
pipes and tobacco at the ſame time. We found this com- 
_ Polition very palatable, and drank heartily ; the conver- 
{ation (which was introduced by the gentleman) turning 
upon the fnares that young unexperienced people are ex- 
_ Poled to in this metroplis. He deſcribed a thouſand cheats 
chat are daily practiſed upon the ignorant and unwary z 
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and warned us of them with ſo much good nature and 
concern, that we bleſſed the opportunity which threw us 
in his way. After we had put the cann about for ſome 
time, our new. friend began to yawn, telling us he had 
been up all night with a fick perſon; and propoſed we 
| ſhould have recourſe to ſome diverſion to keep him awake. 
„ Suppoſe (ſaid he) we ſhould take a hand at whilſt for 
_ paſtime. But let me ſee, that won't do, there's only three 
of us; and I cannot play at any other game. The truth 
15, I ſeldom or never play, but out of complaiſance, or at 
ſuch a time as this, when J am in danger of falling aſleep.” 
Although I was not much inclined to gaming, I felt no 
averſion to paſs an hour or two at cards with a friend; 
and knowing that Strap underſtood as much of the mat- 
ter as I, made no ſcruple of ſaying, © I with we could 
find a fourth hand.” While we were in this perplexity, 
the perſon whom we found in the houſe at our entrance, 
_ overhearing our diſcourſe, took the pipe from his mouth 
very gravely, and accoſted us thus: Gentlemen, my pipe 
is out, you ſee (ſhaking the aſhes into che fire), and ra- 
ther than you ſhould be baulked, I don't care if I take a 
hand with you for a trifle; but remember I won't play 
| Fits for any thing of conſequence.” We accepted his proffer 
Vith pleaſure. Having cut for partners, it fell to my lot 
* to play with him againſt our friend and Strap, for three- 
1 pence a game. We were ſo ſucceſsful, that, in a ſhort 
time, I was half. a- crown gainer; when the gentleman 
whom we had met in the ſtreet obſerving he had no luck 
to-day, propoſed to leave off, or change partners. By 
| this time I was inflamed with my good fortune and the _ 
. expectation of improving it, as I perceived the two ſtran- 
I gers played but indifferently : Therefore I voted for giving 
him his revenge; and, cutting again, Strap and I (to our 
| mutual ſatisfaction) happened to be partners. My good 
fortune attended me ſtill ; and in leſs than an hour, we 
N had got thirty ſhillings of their money; for, as they loſt, 
4 N they grew the keener, and doubled ſtakes every time. At 
14 laſt the inconſtant goddeſs began to veer about; and we 
| . were very ſoon ſtripped of all our gains, and about forty 
| ſhillings of our own money. This loſs mortified me ex- 
tremely, and had a viſible effect on the muſcles of Strap's 
face, which lengthened apace; but our antagoniſts per- 
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ceiving our condition, kindly permitted us to retrieve our 


loſs, and conſole ourſelves with a new acquiſition. Then 


my companion wiſely ſuggeſted it was time to be gone 
upon which the perſon who had joined us in the houſe 


began to curſe the cards, and muttered that we were in- 
debted to fortune only for what we had got, no part of 


our ſucceſs being owing to our good play. This inſinua- 


tion nettled me ſo much, that I challenged him to a game 
of piquet for a crown; and he was with difficulty per- 
ſuaded to accept the invitation. This conteſt ended in 
leſs than an hour, to my inexpreſſible affliction, who loſt 
every ſhilling of my own money, Strap abſolutely refuſing 


to ſupply me with a ſixpence. The gentleman, at whoſe 


_ requeſt we had come in, perceiving, by my diſconſolate 
looks, the fituation of my heart, which well nigh burſted 


with grief and reſentment, when the other ſtranger got 
up, and went aw ay with my money, began in this man- 


ner: “I am truly afflicted at your bad luck, and would 
willingly repair it, was it in my power. But what in 
the name of goodneſs could provoke you to tempt your 
fate ſo long? It is always a maxim with gametters, to 
purſue ſucceſs as far as it will go, and to ſtop whenever 
fortune ſhifts about. You are a young man, and your 
paſſions too impetuous; you muſt learn to govern them 
better: However, there is no experience like that which 
is bought; you will be the better for this the longeſt day 
you have to live. As for the fellow who has got your 
money, I don't half like him. Did not you obſerve me 
tip you the wink to leave off in time?“ I anſwered, No. 


No (continued he), you was too eager to mind any 
thing but the game. But, harkee, (ſaid he, in a whiſper), 


are you ſatisfied of that young man's honeſty ? his looks 
are a little ſuſpicious; but I may be miſtaken ; he made 
a great many grimaces while he ſtood behind you; this is 
a very wicked town.” I told him I was very well con- 
vinced of my comrade's iutegrity, and that the grimaces 
baue mentioned were doubtleſs owing to his anxiety at my 
| loſs. „ ho! if that be the caſe, I aſk his pardon.— 
Landlord, fee what's to pay.” — The reckoning amounted | 
to eighteen-pence, which having diſcharged, the gentle- 
man ſhook us both by the hand, and, ſaying he ſhould be 


very glad to ſee us again, departed, _ | 
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CHAPTER XV. 
Strap moralizes—preſents his purſe to me—we inform our landlord of 
my misfortune—he unravels the myſtery—I preſent myſelf to Cringer 
—he. recommends and turns me over to Mr. Staytape—T become ac- 
quainted with a fellow dependent, who explains the characters of Crin- 


ger and Staytape—and informs me of the method to be purſued at the 
Navy office and Surgeons Hall—Strap is employed. | nl 


Ix our way to our lodging, after a profound filence on 
both fides, Strap, with a hideous groan, obſerved, that 
we had brought our pigs to a fine market. To this ob- 
ſervation I made no reply; and he went on; God ſend. 
us well out of this place; we have not been in London 
eight and forty hours, and I believe we have met with 
eight and forty thouſand misfortunes—We have been 
jeered, reproached, buffeted, piſſed upon, and at laſt 
_ {ſtripped of our money; and I ſuppoſe by and by we ſhall 
be ſtripped of our ſkins.—Indeed, as to the money part 
of it, that was owing to our own folly ; Solomon ſays, 
Bray a fool in a mortar, and he awill never be wiſe. Ah! 
God help us, an ounce of prudence is worth a pound of 
gold.“ This was no time for him to tamper with my diſ- 
_ poſition, already mad with my loſs, and inflamed with 
reſentment againſt him for having refuſed me a little mo- 
ney to attempt to retrieve it. I therefore turned towards 
him with a ſtern countenance, and aſked, © Who he call- 
ed fool?” Being altogether unaccuſtomed to ſuch looks 
from me, he ſtood ſtill, and ftared in my face for ſome 
time; then, with ſome confuſion, uttered, © Fool! J call- 
ed no body fool but myſelf; I am ſure I am the greateſt 
fool of the two, for being ſo much concerned at other 
people's misfortunes : But nemo omnibus horis ſapit—that's 
- all—that's all.” Upon which a filence enſued, that 
brought us to our lodging, where I threw myſelf upon the 
bed in an agony of deſpair, reſolved to periſh rather than : 
apply to my companion, or any other body, for reliet ; 
but Strap, who knew my temper, and whoſe heart bled 
within him at my diſtreſs, after ſome pauſe came to the 
bedſide, and, putting a leathern purſe into my hand, 
burſt into tears, crying, “ I know what you think; but 
I ſcorn your thoughts. There's all I have in the world; 
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take it, and I'll perhaps get more for you before that be 


done. If not, I'll beg for you, ſteal for you, go through 


the wide world with you, and ſtarve with you; for though 
I be a poor cobler's ſon, I am no ſcout.” I was ſo touch- 
ed with the generous paſſion of this poor creature; that I 


could not refrain from weeping alſo; and we mingled 
our tears together for ſome time. Upon examining the 
_ purſe, I found in it two half-guineas and half-a-crown, 

which I would have returned to him, ſaying, he knew 


better than I how to manage it; but he abſolutely re- 


fuſed my propoſal, and told me, it was more reaſonable 
and decent that he ſhould depend upon me who was a 
gentleman, than that I ſhould be controled by him. 
After this friendly conteſt was over, and our minds 
more at eaſe, we informed our landlord of what had hap- 
pened to us, taking care to conceal the extremity to which 
we were reduced, He no ſooner heard the ſtory, than 
he aſſured us we had been grievouſly impoſed upon by a 
couple of ſharpers, who were aſſociates; and that this 
polite, honeſt, friendly, humane perſon, who had treated 
us ſo civilly, was no other than a raſcally money-dropper, 
who made it his buſineſs to decoy itrangers in that man- 
ner to one of his own haunts, where an accomplice or 
two were always waiting to aſſiſt in pillaging the prey he 
| had run down. Here the good man recounted a great 
many {tories of people who had been ſeduced, cheated, 
pilfered, beat, nay even murdered, by ſuch villains. 1 
was confounded at the artifice and wickedneſs of man- 
kind; and Strap, lifting up his eyes and hands to heaven, 
_ prayed that God would deliver him from ſuch ſcenes of 
iniquity; for ſurely the devil had ſet up his throne in 
London. Our landlord being curious to know what re- 


ception we had met with at Mr. Cringer's, we acquaint- 
ed him with the particulars ; at which he ſhook his head, 


and told us, we had not gone the right way to work; 
_ that there was nothing to be done with a m—b—r of 
p mt without a bribe ; that the ſervant was common= 
ly infected with the maſter's diſeaſe, and expected to be 
paid for his work, as well as his betters. He therefore 
adviſed me to give the footman a ſhilling the next time I 


thould defire admittance to my patron, or elſe I ſhould 


ſcarce find an opportunity to deliver my letter. Accord. 
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9 THE ADVENTURES OF | 


ingly, next morning, when the door was opened, I flipt 
a ſhilling into his hand, and told him I had a letter for 
his maſter. I found the good effects of my liberality ; for 


the fellow let me in immediately, and taking the letter 


out of my hand, defired me to wait in a kind of paſſage 


for an anſwer. In this place I continued ſtanding for 


three quarters of an hour, during which time I ſaw a 


great many young fellows, whom I formerly knew in 


Scotland, paſs and repaſs, with an air of familiarity, in 


their way to and from the audience chamber ; while I was 
fain to ſtand ſhivering in the cold, and turn my back to 


them, that they might not perceive the lowneſs of my 


condition. At length Mr. Cringer came out to ſee a 
young gentleman to the door, who was no other than 
Squire Gawky, dreſſed in a very gay ſuit of clothes: At 
_ parting, Mr. Cringer ſhook him by the hand, and told 
him he hoped to have the pleaſure of his company at din- 
ner, then turning about towards me, aſked what were my 
commands ? When he underſtood I was the perfon who 
had brought the letter from Mr. Crab, he affected to re- 
collect my name, which, however, he pretended he could 
Not do, till he had conſulted the letter again; to ſave him 
that trouble, I told him my name was Random. Upon 
which he went on, “ Ay, ay, Random, Random, Ran- 
dom l think I remember the name; 
| might, for this very individual Mr. Cringer had many a 
time rode before my grandfather's cloak-bag, in quality of 
a footman. © Well (fays he), you Propoſe to go on board 
a man of war, as ſurgeon's mate.” I replied by a low 
bow. I believe it will be a difficult matter (continued 
he) to procure a warrant, there being already ſuch a ſwarm 
of Scotch ſurgeons at the Navy-office, in expeCtation of 
the next vacancy, that the commiſſioners are afraid of be- 


+27 


ing torn to pieces, and have actually applied for a guard 


to protect them. However, ſome ſhips will ſoon be put 
in commiſſion, and then we ſhall ſee what's to be done.“ 
So ſaying, he left me exceedingly mortified at the diffe- 

rent reception Mr. Gawky and I had met with from this 

_ upſtart, proud, mean member, who, I imagined, would 

have been glad of an opportunity to be grateful for the : 

| obligations he owed to my family. 
At my en I was lurpriſed with the agrecable news 


and very well he 
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of Strap's being employed, on the recommendation of his 
friend the ſchoolmaſter, by a periwig-maker in the neigh- 


bourhood, who allowed him five ſhillings per week, be- 


fides bed and board. I continued to dance attendance 


every other morning at the levee of Mr. Cringer, during 


a fortnight, in which time I became acquainted with a 
young fellow of my own country and profeſſion, who al- 


ſo depended on the member's intereſt ; but was treated 
with much more reſpect than I, both by the ſervants and 


' maſter, and often admitted into a parlour, where there 
was a fire, for the convenience of the hetter ſort of thoſe 


who waited for him. Thither I was never permitted to 


penetrate, on account of my appearance, which was not 


at all faſhionable 3 but was obliged to ſtand blowing my 
fingers in a cold lobby, and take the firſt opportunity of 
Mr. Cringer's going to the door to ſpeak with him. One 
day, while I enjoyed this occaſion, a perſon was intro- 
duced, whom Mr. Cringer no ſooner ſaw, than, running 
towards him, he ſaluted him with a bow to the very 
ground, and afterwards ſhaking him by the hand with 
great heartineſs and familiarity, called him his good 
triend, and' aſked very kindly after Mrs. Staytape, and 
the young ladies; then, after a whiſper which continued 
ſome minutes, wherein I overheard the word honour 
repeated ſeveral times with great emphaſis, Mr. Crin- 
ger introduced me to this gentleman, as to a perſon 
wWuhoſe advice and aſſiſtance I might depend upon, and 
having given me his direction, followed me to the door, 
where he told me, I need not give myſelf the trouble to 
call at his houſe any more, for Mr. Staytape would do 


my buſineſs. At that inſtant my fellow dependent com- 


ing out after me, overheard the diſcourſe of Mr. Cringer, 


and making up to me in the ſtreet, accoſted me very ci- 


villy. This addreſs I looked upon as no ſmall honour, 


_ conſidering the figure he made; for he was dreſſed in a 


blue frock with a gold button, a green ſilk waiſteoat trim- 
med with gold, black velvet breeches, white filk ſtockings, 
| Hlver buckles, a gold-laced hat, a Spencer wig, and a fil- 
_ ver-hilted hanger, with a fine clouded cane in his hand. 
EI perceive (ſays he) you are but lately come from Scot- 


land; pray what may your buſineſs with Mr. Cringer be ? 


I ſuppoſe it is no fecret—and I may poſſibly give you 
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86 THE ADVENTURES OF 


ſome advice that may be ſerviceable ; for I have been ſur- 


geon's ſecond mate on board of a ſeventy- gun ſhip, and con- 
ſequently know a good. deal of the world.” I made no 


ſcruple to diſcloſe my ſituation, which when he had 
learned, he ſhook his head, and told me he had been 


en much in the ſame circumſtances about a year ago; 


that he had relied on Cringer's promiſes, until his money 


(which was conſiderable), as well as his credit, was quite 
exhauſted ; and when he wrote to his relations for a freſti 


ſupply, inſtead of money, he received nothing but re- 
proaches, and the epithets of idle debauched fellow: 


That, after he had waited at the Navy- office many months 
for a warrant, to no purpoſe, he was fain to pawn ſome 


of his clothes, which raiſed a ſmall ſum, wherewith he 


bribed the ſecretary, who ſoon procured a warrant for 
him, notwithſtanding he had affirmed the fame day, that 
there was not one vacancy : That he had gone on board, 


where he remained nine months; at the end of which 


the ſhip was put out of commiſſion ; and he ſaid the com- 
pany were to be paid off in Broad-ſtreet the very next 


day : That his relations being reconciled to him, had 


charged him to pay his devoirs regularly to Mr. Cringer, 
who had informed them by letter, that his intereſt alone 
had procured the warrant z in obedience to which com- 
mand, he came to his leyee every morning as I ſaw, 
though he looked upon him to be a very pitiful ſcoundrel. 
In concluſion, he aſked me if I had yet paſſed at Surgeons 
Hall? To which queſtion I anſwered, I did not ſo much 
as know it was neceſſary. ! Neceſſary (cried he) O Lord, 
O Lord! I find I muſt inſtruct you—come along witl 
me, and I'll give you ſome information about that mat- 


ter.” So ſaying, he carried me into an ale-houſe, where 


he called for ſome beer and bread and cheeſe, on which 
wie breakfaſted. While we fat in this place, he told me 
I muſt firſt go to the Navy-office, and write to the board, 
deſiring them to order a letter for me to the Surgeons 
Fall, that I may be examined touching my {kill in ſur- 
gery: That the ſurgeons, after having examined me, 
would give me my qualification ſealed up in form of a 
letter directed to the commiſſioners, which qualification 
mult deliver to the ſecretary of the board, who would 
open it in my preſence, and read the contents. Aiter 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 87 


which I muſt employ my intereſt to be provided for as 
ſoon as poſſible. That the expence of this qualification, 
for ſecond mate of a third rate, amounted to thirteen {hil- 
lings, excluſive of the warrant, which colt him half a 
' guinea and half a crown, beſides the preſent to the ſecre- 
tary, which conſiſted of a three-pound-twelve piece. This 
calculation was hke a thunderbolt to me, whole whole 
fortune did not amount to twelve ſhillings. I according- 
ly made him acquainted with this part of my diſtreſs, af- 
ter having thanked him for his information and advice. 
He condoled me on this occaſion ; but bade me be of 
good cheer, for he had conceived a friendſhip for me, anc 
would make all things eaſy. He was run out at preſent, 
but to-morrow or next day he was certain of receiving a 
conſiderable ſum, of which he would lend me what would 
be ſufficient to anſwer my cxigencies. This frank decla- 
ration pleaſed me ſo much, that I pulled out my purſe, 
and emptied it before him, begging him to take what he 
_ pleaſed for pocket expence, until he ſhould receive his 
own money. With a good deal of preſſing he was pre- 
vailed upon to take five ſhillings, telling me that he might _ 
have what money he wanted at any time for the trouble 
of going into the city; but as he had met with me, he 
would defer his going thither till to-morrow, when I 
{ſhould go along with him, and he would put me in a 
way of acting for myſelf, without any ſervile dependence 
on that raſcal Cringer, much leſs on the louſy taylor to 
whom I heard him turn you over. © How (cried I), is 
Mr. Staytape a taylor?“ „ No leſs, VI aſſure you (an- 
ſwered he), and, I confeſs, more likely to ſerve you than 
the member; for, provided you can entertain him with 
politics and conundrums, you may have credit with him 
for as many and as rich clothes as you pleaſe. I told 
him, I was utterly ignorant of both, and ſo incenſed at 
Cringer's uſage, that I would never ſet foot within 
his door again. After a good deal more converſation, 
my new acquaintance and I parted, having made an ap- 
pointment to meet the next day at the ſame place, in or- 
der to ſet out for the city. I went immediately to Strap, 
and related every thing which had happened; but he did 
not at all approve of my being ſo forward to lend money 
to a ſtranger, eſpecially as we had already becn ſo much 
JJC ²˙ m i 
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impoſed upon by appearances. © However (ſaid he), if 
you are ſure he is a Scotchman, I believe you are ſafe.” _ 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


My new acquaintance breaks an appointment—T proceed by myſelf to 
the Navy-office—addreſs myſelf to a perſon there, who aſſiſts me with 
bis advice write to the board—they grant me a letter to the Surgeons 
at the Hallam informed of the beau's name and character find him 
—he makes me his conhdent in an amour deſires me to pawn my 
linen, for his occaſions— I recover what 1 lent him—ſome curious ob- 

ſer vations of Strap on that occaſion—his vanity, | 


7 Is the morning I roſe and went to the place of rendez- 
vous where I waited two hours in vain; and was ſo ex- 
aſperated againſt him for breaking his appointment, that 
1 ſet out for the city by myſelf, in hopes of finding the 
villian, and being revenged on him for his breach of pro- _ 
_ miſe. At length I found myſelf at the Navy-office, which 
I entered, and ſaw crowds of young fellows walking be- 
low, many of whom made no better appearance than my- 
ſelf. I conſulted the phyſiognomy of each, and at laſt 
made up to one whoſe countenance I liked; and aſked if 
| he could inſtruct me in the form of the letter which was 
to be ſent to the board, to obtain an order for examina- 
tion: He anſwered me in broad Scotch, that he would 
ſhow me the copy of what he had writ for himſelf, by 
the direction of another who knew the form; and accord- 
ingly pulled it out of his pocket for my peruſal; and told 
me, that, if J was expeditious, I might ſend it in to the 
board before dinner, for they did no buſineſs in the after- 1 
ncon. He then went with me to a coffeehouſe hard by, 
where I wrote the letter, which was immediately deliver- x 
ed to the meſſenger z who told me I might expect an or- 
der to-morrow about the ſame time. Having tranſacted 
this piece of buſineſs, my mind was a good deal compoſ- 
ed; and as I met with ſo much civility from this ſtranger, | 
1 defired further acquaintance with him, fully refolved, 
however, not to be deceived by him ſo much to my pre- 
judice as I had been by the beau. He agreed to dine | 
with me at the cook's ſhop which I frequented ; and on 
our way thither, carried me to Change, where I was in 
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ſome hopes of finding Mr. Jackſon (for that was the 


name of the perſon who had broke his appointment). I 


ſought him there to no purpoſe, and on our way towards 
the other end of the town, imparted to my companion his 
behaviour towards me: Upon which, he gave me to un- 


derſtand, that he was no ſtranger to the name of Beau 
Jackſon (ſo he was called at the Navy-ofhce), although he 
did not know him perſonally ; that he had the character 


of a good-natured careleſs fellow, who made no ſcruple 


of borrowing from any body that would lend; that moſt 
people who knew him believed he had a good principle 
at bottom; but his extravagance was ſuch, he would pro- 


bably never have it in his power to manifeſt the honeſty 
of his intention. This account made me ſweat for my 


five ſhillings, which I nevertheleſs did not altogether de- 
ſpair of recovering, provided I could find out the debtor. 
This young man likewiſe added another circumſtance of 
Squire Jackſon's hiſtory, which was, that being deſtitute of 
all means to equip himſelf for ſea, when he received his 
| laſt warrant, he had been recommended to a perſon who 
| lent him a little money, after he had ſigned a will and 
power, entitling that perſon to lift his wages when they 
| ſhould become due, as alſo to inherit his effects in caſe of his 
death. That he was ſtill under the tutorage and direction of 
that gentleman, who advanced him ſmall ſums from time 
to time upon his ſecurity at the rate of 50 per cent. 
But at preſent his credit was very low, becauſe his funds 
would do little more than pay what he had already re- 
ceived, this moderate intereſt included. After the ſtran- 
ger (whoſe name was Thomſon) had entertained me with 
this account of Jackſon, he informed me that he himſelf 
| had paſſed for third mate of a third rate, about four 
months ago; ſince which time, he had conſtantly attended 
at the Navy-office in hope of a warrant, having been af- 
{ured from the beginning, both by a Scotch member and 
one of the commiſſioners to whom the member recom- 
mended him, that he ſhould be put into the firſt vacancy ; 
notwithſtanding which promiſe, he had the mortification 
to ſee fix or ſeven appointed to the ſame ſtation almoſt 
every week: that now being utterly impoverithed, his ſole 
hope conſiſted in the promiſe of a friend lately come to 
town, to lend him a ſmall matter, for a preſent to the ſe- 
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90 THE ADVENTURES OF 


cretary, without which he was perſuaded he might wait a 


thouſand years to no purpoſe. I conceived a mighty lik- 
ing for this young fellow, which (I believe) proceeded from 
the ſimilitude of our fortunes : We ſpent the whole day 
together; and, as he lived at Wapping, I deſired him to 


take a ſhare of my bed. Next day we returned to the 
Navy-office, where, after being called before the board, 
and queſtioned about the place of my nativity and educa- 


tion, they ordered a letter to be made out for me, which, 
upon paying half a crown to the clerk, I received, and de- 
livered into the hands of the clerk at Surgeons Hall, to- 
gether with a ſhilling for his trouble in regiſtering my 


name. By this time my whole ſtock was diminiſhed to 


two ſhillings, and I ſaw not the leaſt e of relief, 


even for preſent ſubſiſtence, much leſs to enable me to 


pay the fees at Surgeons Hall for my examination, which 


would come on in a fortnight. In this ſtate of perplexity, 
1 conſulted Strap, who aſſured me, he would pawn every 
thing he had in the world, even to his razors, before 1 

| ſhould want: But this expedient I abſolutely rejected, tell- 
ing him, I would a thouſand times rather hit for a ſoldier, 
of which I had ſome thoughts, than be any longer a bur- 
den to him. At the word ſoldier, he grew pale as death, 
and begged, on his knees, I would think no more of that 
ſcheme. God preſerve us all in our right wits ! (cried 


he) would you turn ſoldier, and perhaps be ſent abroad 


againſt the Spaniards, where you mult ſtand and be ſhot 
at like a woodcock? Heaven keep cold lead out of my 
_ carcaſs! and let me die in a bed like a Chriſtian, as all 
my forefathers have done. What ſignifies all the riches 
and honours of this life, if one enjoys not content? And, 
in the next, there is no reſpect of perſons. Better be a 
poor honeſt barber with a good conſcience, and time to 


repent of my ſins upon my death-bed, than be cut off 
(God bleſs us) by a muſket ſhot, as it were in the very 
flower of one's age, in the purfuit of riches and fame. 


What ſignify riches ? (my dear friend !) do not they make 
_ unto themſelves wings? as the wife man ſaith; and docs 
not Horace obſerve, Non domus aut fundus, non æris acervis 


aut auri egroto d;mino deduxit corpore febrem non animo curas. 


I could moreover mention many other ſayings in contempt 
olf riches, both from the Bible and other good books; but, 
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as I know you are not very fond of thoſe things, I ſhall 
only aſſure you, that, if you take on to be a ſoldier, I will 
do the ſame ; and then it we ſhould both be flain, you will 

not only have your own blood to anſwer for, but mine 
alſo; and peradventure the lives of all thoſe whom we 
ſhall kill in battle. Therefore, I pray you, conſider whe- 
ther you will fit down contented with ſmall things, and 
ſhare the fruits of my induſtry in peace, till Providence 


ſhall ſend better tidings or, by your deſpair, plunge both 


our ſouls and bodies into everlaſting perdition, which God 
of his infinite mercy forbid.” I could not help ſmiling at 


this harangue, which was delivered with great earneſtneſs, 
the tears ſtanding in his eyes all the time; and promiſed 
to do nothing of that ſort without his conſent and concur- 
rence. He was much comforted with this declaration; 
and told me in a few days he ſhould receive a week's 
wages, which ſhould be at my ſervice but advited me, in 
the mean time, to go in queſt of Jackſon, and recover, if 
_ poſſible, what he had borrowed of me. I accordingly 
trudged about from one end of the town to the other for 
ſeveral days, without being able to learn any thing certain 
concerning him: And, one day, being extremely hungry, 


and allured by the ſteams that regaled my noſtrils from a 


| boiling cellar, -] went down with an intention to gratify 


my appetite with two penny worth of beef; when, to my 


no ſmall ſurpriſe, I found Mr. Jackſon fitting at dinner 
with a footman. He no ſooner perceived me than he got 
up, and ſhook me by the hand, ſaying, © He was glad to 
ſee me, for he intended to have called at my lodgings in 
the afternoon.“ I was fo well pleaſed with this rencounter, 
and the apologies he made for not keeping his appoint- 
ment, that I forgot my reſentment, and fat down to din- 
ner, with the happy expeCtation of not only recovering 
my own money before we ſhould part, but alſo of reaping 
the benefit of his promiſe to lend me wherewithal to paſs 
examination z and this hope my ſanguine complexion tug- 


geſted, though the account Thomſon gave me of him 
ought to have moderated my expectation. When we had 


feaſted ſumptuouſly, he took his leave of the footman, and 


adjourned with me to an ale-Bouſe hard by, where, after 
ſhaking me by the hand again, he began thus: “I ſuppoſe 


you think me a ſad dog, Mr. Random, and I do canfeſy | 


——— - 1 n es r x” "EL AACR 


2” at 


. . mon InP 
_— x 
— 


— > ke 


n 
 _ 
i Hf 8 
ll y 
© +» 
o 
” " 
R 
0 
* - 
! 
” . 
6 * 
s 
iy 
5 + 
1 
1 
1. 0 
1 1 
V 15, 
70 
FH, 
[y 
FL 
l * i 
11 
i WH! 
: . 
k 1 
1 N 
47 
1 
7 
r 
177 
N. 
j t 
Ef n 
o 1 7 Y 
19 
161 
ky 
7 * * 
5 " * 
— * 
0 
1 
0 
iT 2 
5 y { $6 
7 1 *. 
2 1 
5 i 
45 1 
4 . 1 
i iis 
, WE 
1 
"7 02 
T3 
' 
"i 
” N 
ap - } | 
ee 
f 7. 
2 2 |! at 7 
win, 4 © 
5 4 { 
! . . 6 
ay | 
* 1 
4. 8 
o "77 Y 
«43 120-7 
. r vi 
# 
Ws 
WIRE 7 
bo 
1 
: N 
yh 
=” 4 
1 * 
4 x 
4 a 
, 0 
4? \| 
- + 
0 * * 
. : Bb 3 
2 a 
* 17 
x . 
*A, 
N ** 
þ : 
1 4 
Pw % 
At 
ac. 5; 1 © 13) 
wie” © 
142"? . . Fu 
ere & "&? 
at. ! 28 
. "I 
5 -; 3 
* 4 1 
1 18 1. 
. a 
4 0 14 
& F 
z 
» 
yy 119! 
a 118 
. 
I " 1751 
N 779 
* 14 
1 
+ oU 
1 . 
4 . 1108 
N (4 
5 =: 
1 7 7 . 
* 4 40 9 
8 ? 
2% FEY 1 
4 * 4 2 
_— 
- . 
2 2 4 15 L 
. 1 
e A "vl / 
1 . 119 
e tw + 
— 
2 = W314 
1 . 
Py . 
- 1 1 * *. 
IF" ah 
By We. $4, 3 q 
= 1. x 
5 A - 
5 9 
35 = 3 
Tl 4 
wor : 
** N 10 Mr 
1 
{ 10 * * 
r 
10 7 4 
- 24.06 
= > x: 
J * ; 
* 
{ BL . 
3 ; 
þ * 4 
Wes *1 FS 
b Tx... 
>» N —— 
* l! 7 
[i 8 g 1 
= 4 1 
1 
x q3 * 
Mo 4 - 
444 : 
\ "0: 128 
: + K 
135 
. * 
F a 7 77 
- 5 b 
1 
1 4 6 $8! : 
[ A 
% n 7 
* $9 
. 
"7 1 
* 1 
13 
1 $4 
N ki 3 
BF \ 6 
— * Y 
g 9 
4 % Ld Py N. 
. 
THE 8; 
Ws 1 i 
. E 
13 Y 
E 
Ed PL 
- 4. ER! 
M4 wal: 
v1 2 
. © 
45 N : 3 
# Ls 2 : 
mT 
. { cod 
: 4 
F ie 
7 SING + 
= 
+2 a 
9 Nen " 
4 1 . 
£ MT: 21: 
7 OF? 
* n 
. n 
731 uy 
{IP 1 . 
41 . 
n 8 
— 3 Ma, 
137 1537 
; . 
120 + 
. b! N. 
+, 5 AS 
al U \\ 
7 1 5 
| +, 
* 3 
1 
= 4 
5 1 
* 
W 
Wa -v < 
+ Þ |. i 
[ H 34 
14 i 
14 7 } » 
. 1 & "i 
13 N 
. + 
* Aa 
& & 9 1 2 
1 2 
vv 75 1 
* 1 
# 4 . 
1 1 
{ ſr 
mr 


— 1 9 8 Lon 
cc 
—— 


92 THE ADVENTURES or 


that appearances are againſt me. But I dare ſay you will 


forgive me, when I tell you, my not coming at the time 


appointed was owing to a peremptory meflage I received 
from a certain lady, whom, hark'ee (but this is a great ſe- 
cret), I am to marry very ſoon. You think this ſtrange 


perhaps, but it is not leſs true for all that—a five thou. 
| ſand pounder, Tl aſſure you, beſides expectations. For 


my own part, devil take me if I know what any woman 
can ſee engaging about me—but a whim you know ; and 


then one would not haulk one's good fortune. You ſaw 
that footman who dined with us—he's one of the ho- 
neſteſt fellows that ever wore a livery. You muſt know, 
it was by his means I was introduced to her, for he made 
me firſt acquainted with her woman, who is his miſtreſs; 
ay, many a crown has he and his ſweetheart had of my 
money; but what of that? things are now brought to a 
bearing. I have—(come a little this way) I have propoſed 
marriage, and the day is fixed; ſhe's a charming creature; 
writes like an angel. O Lord! ſhe can repeat all the 
Engliſh tragedies as well as cer a player in Drury Lane! 
and indeed is fo fond of plays, that, to be near the ſtage, 
| the has taken lodgings in a court hard by the theatre. 
But you ſhall ſee—you ſhall ſee—here's the laſt letter ſhe 
ſent me.“ — With theſe words, he put it into my hand, 
and J read (to the beſt of my remembrance) as follows : 


Deer Kreeter, 


As you are the animable hopjack of my contemplay- 
ſhins, your aydear is infernally ſkimming before my key- 
merycal fanſee, when Murty ſends his puppies to the heys 
of ſlipping mortals; and when Febus ſhines from his 
merrydying throne ; Whereupon, I ſhall canſee if old 
_ whorie time has loſt his pinners, as alſo Cupid his harrows, 
until thou enjoy ſweet propoſe in the loafseek harms of 
thy faithfool to commend, | e 6 


„ Wingar-yeard, Droory Lane, 


„ CLAYRENDER.” 
bs Janvary 12th.” 9 „„ 


While I was reading, he ſeemed to be in an ecſtacy, 
ruhbbing his hands, and burſting out into fits of laughter; 
at laſt he caught hold of my hand, and, ſqueezing it, 
cried, There is ſtyle for you ! what do you think of thi: 
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billet doux ?” I anſwered, © It might be ſublime for aught 


I knew, for it was altogether above my comprehenſion.” 
O ho! (faid he) I believe it is both tender and ſu- 


| blime—ſhe's a divine creature l- and ſo doats upon me! 


Let me ſee, what ſhall I do with this money, when I 
have once got it into my hands? In the firſt place, I ſhall 


do for you—Pm a man of few words; but, ſay no more, 


that's determined Whether would you adviſe me to pur- 


chaſe ſome poſt, by which I may riſe in the ſtate ; or lay 


out my wife's fortune in land, and retire to the country at 
once?” I gave myopinion, without heſitation, that he could 


not do better than buy an eſtate and improve; eſpecially ſince 
he had already ſeen to much of the world. Then I launch 
ed out into the praiſes of a country life, as deſcribed by 
the poets whoſe works I had read. He ſeemed to reliſn 
my advice, but withall told me, that, although he had 
ſeen a great deal of the world both by land and fea, having 
cruiſed three whole months in the Channel, yet he ſhould 


not to be ſatisfied until he had viſited France, which he 


propoſed to do before he ſhould ſettle z and to carry his 
wife along with him. I had nothing to object to his pro- 
poſal; and aſked how ſoon he hoped to be happy? As 
to that (he replied) nothing obſtrucks my happineſs, but 
the want of a little ready caſh ; for you muſt know, my 
friend in the city has gone out of town for a week or two; 
and I unfortunately miſſed my pay at Broad-ſtreet, by be- 
ing detained too long by the dear charmer; but there will 
be a recal at Chatham next week, whither the ſhip's books 


are ſent, and I have commiſſioned a friend in that place 


to receive the money.” If that be all (ſaid I), there's no 
great harm in deferring your marriage a few days,— 
Les, faith! but there is (ſaid he), you don't know how 
many rivals I have, who would take all advantages againſt 
me. I would not baulk the impatience of her paſſion for 
the world; the leaſt appearance of coldneſs and indiffer- | 
_ ence would ruin all: and ſuch offers don't occur every 
day.” I acquiſced in this obſervation, and inquired how 
he intended to proceed: At this queſtion, he rubbed his 
chin, and ſaid, © Why, truly, I mult be obliged to ſome _ 
friend or other—do you know nobody that would lend 
me a ſmall ſum for a day or two?“ L aſſured him, I was 
ſuch an utter ſtranger in London, that I did not believe 
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I could borrow a guinea it my life depended upon it. 


No! (ſaid he) that's hard—that's hard. I wiſh I had 


any thing to pawn ; upon my ſoul you have got excellent 
linen (feeling the leeve of my ſhirt); how many ſhirts 
of that kind have you got ?”—I anſwered, Six ruffled 


and fix plain.” —At which he teſtified great ſurpriſe, and 


ſwore that no gentleman ought to have more than four. 


How many d'ye think I have got (continued he)? But 
this and another, as I hope to be ſaved ! I dare ſay we ſhall 


be able to raiſe a good ſum out of your ſuperfluity—let 
me ſee—let me ſee — each of theſe ſhirts are worth fixteen 


ſhillings at a moderate computation z now, ſuppoſe we 
| pawn them for half price, eight times eight is fixty-four, 
that's three pounds four; z—ds l that will do; give me 


your hand.” —< Softly, ſoftly, Mr. Jackſon (ſaid I), don't 


diſpoſe of my linen without my conſent ; firit pay me the 
crown you owe me, and then we ſhall talk of other mat- 
ters.“ He proteſted he had not above one ſhilling in his 


pocket, but that he would pay me out of the firſt of the 


money raiſed from the ſhirts. —This piece of aſſurance in- 
cenſed me ſo much, that I ſwore I would not part with 
him until I had received ſatisfaction for what I had lent 
him; and, as for the ſhirts, I would not pawn one of 
- them to ſave him from the gallows. At this expreſſion, 
he laughed aloud, and then complained it was damn'd 
hard, that I ſhould refuſe him a trifle that would infalli- 
bly enable him not only to make his own fortune, but 
mine alſo. You talk of pawning my ſhirts (ſaid I), ſup- 
poſe you ſhould ſell this hanger, Mr. Jackſon ? I believe 
it would fetch a good round ſum?“ —*<© No, hang it (ſaid 
he), I can't appear decently without my hanger, or egad 
it ſhould go.” —However, ſeeing me inflexible with regard 
to my linen, he at length unbuckled his hanger, and, 

| ſhowing me the ſign of the three blue balls, deſired me 
to carry it thither and pawn it for two guineas. This of- 
fice I would by no means have performed, had I ſeen any 


likelihood of having my money otherwiſe ; but not wil- 


ling, out of a piece of falſe delicacy, to neglect the only 


opportunity I ſhould perhaps ever have, I ventured into 


a pawnbroker's ſhop, where I demanded two guineas on 


the pledge, in the name of Thomas Williams: Two gui- 


neas | Vue the pawnbroker, looking at * hanger), this 
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piece of goods has been here ſeveral times before for thir- 
ty ſhillings; however, ſince I believe the gentleman to 
whom it belongs will redeem it, he ſhall have what he 


wants” and accordingly, he paid me the money, which 
I carried to the houſe where I had left Jackſon, and, call- 


ing for change, counted out to him ſeven and thirty ſhil- 


lings, reſerving the other five for myſelf. After looking 
at the money ſome time, he ſaid, © D—n it! it don't 


ſignify—this won't do my buſineſs; ſo you may as well 
take half a guinea, or a whole one, as the five ſhillings 


you have kept.” I thanked him kindly ; but I refuſed to 


accept of any more than was my due, becauſe I had no 


proſpect of repaying it. Upon which declaration, he 
ſtared in my face, and told me, I was exceſſively raw, or 
I would not talk in that manner. Blood (cried he), 1 
have a very bad opinion of a young fellow who won't bor- 
row of his friend when he is in want; 'tis the ſign of a 
| ſneaking ſpirit. Come, come, Random, give me back 
the five ſhillings, and take this half guinea, and if ever 
you are able to pay me, I believe you will; if not, d—n_ 
me if ever I aſk it.” When I reflected on my preſent ne- 
cebſſity, I ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded ; and, after mak- 
ing my acknowledgments to Mr. Jackſon, who offered to 
treat me with a play, I returned to my lodgings with a 
much better opinion of this gentleman than I had in the 


morning; and at night imparted my day's adventures to 


Strap, who rejoiced at the good luck, faying, I told 


you, if he was a Scotchman, you was ſafe enough; and 


who knows but this marriage may make us all? You have 
heard, I ſuppoſe, as how a countryman of ours, a jour- 
neyman baker, ran away with a great lady of this town, 
and now keeps his coach. Ecod! I fay nothing; but 
_ yeſterday morning, as I was a ſhaving a gentleman at his 
own houſe, there was a young lady in the room—a fine 
buxom wench, Y?faith | and ſhe threw ſo many ſheep's 


eyes at a certain perſon whom I ſhall not name, that my 


heart went knock, knock, knock, like a fulling-mill, and 
my hand ſ{ſh——fh 
piece of ſkin off the gentleman's noſe : Whereby he 
_ Iwore a deadly oath, and was going to horſewhip me, 
when ſhe prevented him, and made my peace. Omer 


—ſhook ſo much that I ſliced a 


Þaud malum ! Is not a journeyman barber as good as a 
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journeyman baker? The only difference is, the baker uſes 
flour for the belly, and the barber uſes it for the head : 
And as the head is a more noble member than the belly, 
ſo is a barber more noble than a baker; for what's the 
belly without the head ? Beſides, I am told he could nei- 
ther read nor write; now you know I can do both, and, 
moreover, ſpeak Latin: But I will ſay no more, for I 
deſpiſe vanity ; nothing is more vain than vanity.” —With 
theſe words he pulled out of his pocket a wax candle's 
end, which he applied to his forehead z and, upon ex- 
amination, I found he had combed his own hair over the 
toupee of his wig, and was indeed in his whole dreſs be- 
come a very ſmart ſhaver. I congratulated him on his 
pProſpect with a ſatirical ſmile, which he underſtood very 
well; and, ſhaking his head, obſerved I had very little 
faith, but the truth would come to light in ſpite of my 
incredulity. 1 e 
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I go to Surgeons Hall, where I meet with Mr. Jackſon-—am examined 
sa fierce diſpute ariſes between two of the examiners—Jackſon diſ- 
guiſes himſelf to attract reſpect is detected—in hazard of being ſent 
to Bridewell—he treats us at a tavern—=carries us to a night houſe— 
a troubleſome adventure there -e are committed to the Round- Houſe 
— carried before a juſtice—his behaviour. 


: Wirz the aſſiſtance of this faithful adherent, who gave 
me almoſt all the money he earned, I preſerved my half 
guinea entire till the day of examination, when I went 
with a quaking heart to Surgeons Hall, in order to un- 
dergo that ceremony. Among a crowd of young fellows 
who walked in the outward hall, I perceived Mr. Jack- 
ſon, to whom I immediately went up, and inquiring into 
the ſtate of his amour, underſtood it was ſtill undeter- 
' mined by reaſon of his friend's abſence, and the delay of 
the recal at Chatham, which put it out of his power to 


bring it to a concluſion. I then aſked what his buſineſs . 


was in this place? he replied, He was reſolved to have two 
ſtrings to his bow, that in caſe the one failed he * 
uſe the other; and, with this view, he was to paſs that 
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night for a higher qualification. At that inſtant a young 


fellow came out from the place of examination, with a 
pale countenance, his lip quivering, and his Jooks as wild 


as if he had ſeen a ghoſt. He no ſooner appeared, than 
we all locked about him with the utmoſt eagerneſs to know 

what reception he had met with; which (after ſome pauſe) 
he deſcribed, recounting all the queſtions they had aſked, 
with the anſwers he made. In this manner we obliged no 


leſs than twelve to recapitulate, which, now the danger was 


paſt, they did with pleaſure, before it fell to my lot: At 


length the beadle called my name, with a voice that made 


me tremble as much as if it had been the ſound of the laſt 
trumpet : However, there was no remedy : I was con- 
ducted into a large hall, where I ſaw about a dozen of 


_ grim faces fitting at a long table; one of whom bade me 
come forward, in ſuch an imperious tone that I was ac- 


tually for a minute or two bereft of my ſenſes. The firſt 


queſtion he put to me was, © Where was you born ?” 


To which I anſwered, “In Scotland.“ “ In Scotland 
{faid he), I know that very well; we have ſcarce any 
other countrymen to examine here; you Scotchmen have 


_ overſpread us of late as the locuſts did Egypt: I aſk you 
in what part of Scotland was you born !”—I named the 


plwace of my nativity, which he had never before heard of: 
_ He then proceeded to interrogate me about my age, the 
town where I ſerved my time, with the term of my ap- 
prenticeſnip; and when I informed him that I ſerved three 
years only, he fell into a violent paſſion; ſwore it was a 
ſhame and a ſcandal to fend ſuch raw boys into the world 
as ſurgeons ; that it was a great preſumption in me, and 


an affront upon the Engliſh, to pretend to ſufficient ſkill 


in my buſineſs, having ſerved ſo ſhort a time, when every 

_ apprentice in England was bound ſeven years at leaſt; 
that my friends would have done better if they had made 
me a weaver or ſhoemaker, but their pride would have 


me a gentleman (he ſuppoſed) at any rate, and their po- 


verty could not afford the neceſſary education. This ex- 


ordium did not at all contribute to the recovery of my 


ſpirits, but, on the contrary, reduced me to ſuch a ſitua- 
tion that I was ſcarce able to ſtand ; which being per- 
ceived by a plump gentleman who ſat oppoſite to me, 


with a ſkull before him, he ſaid, Mr. Snarler was too ſe- 
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vere upon the young man; and, turning towards me, 
told me, I need not to be afraid, for nobody would do 
me any harm; then bidding me take time to recollect 
myſelf, he examined me touching the operation of the 
trepan, and was very well ſatisfied with my anſwers, 
The next perſon who queſtioned me was a wag, who be- 
gan by aſking if I had ever ſeen amputation performed; 
and I replying in the affirmative, he ſhook his head, and 
ſaid, © What | upon a dead ſubject, I ſuppoſe ? If (con- 
tinued he), during an engagement at ſea, a man ſhould 
be brought to you with his head ſhot off, how would you 
behave ?“ After ſome hefitation, I owned ſuch a caſe had 
never come under my obſervation, neither did I remem- 
ber to have ſeen any method of cure propoſed for ſuch an 
accident, in any of the ſyſtems of ſurgery I had peruſed. 
Whether it was owing to the ſimplicity of my anſwer, or 
the archneſs of the queſtion, I know not, but every mem 
ber at the board deigned to fmile, except Mr. Snarler, 
who ſeemed to have very little of the animal riſibile in his 
_ conſtitution. The facetious member, encouraged by the 
ſucceſs of his laſt joke, went on thus: © Suppoſe you was 
called to a patient of a plethoric habit, who had been 
| bruiſed by a fall, what would you do?” I anſwered, I 
would bleed him immediately. What (ſaid he), before 
| you had tied up his arm?“ But this ſtroke of wit not an- 
- Htwering his expectation, he deſired me to advance to the 
| gentleman who fat next him; and who, with a pert air, 
| aſked what method of cure I would follow in wounds of 
the inteſtines. I repeated the method of cure as it is pre- 
ſcribed by the beſt chirurgical writers; which he heard to 
an end, and then ſaid, with a ſupercilious ſmile, “ S0 
pou think by ſuch treatment the patient might recover?“ 
t told him I ſaw nothing to make me think otherwiſe. 
That may be (reſumed he), I won't anſwer for your 
foreſight — did you ever know a caſe of this kind ſuc- 
ceed; I anſwered I did not; and was about to tell 
him I had never ſeen a wounded inteſtine; but he ſtop- 
ped me, by ſaying, with ſome precipitation, Nor never 
will. I affirm, that all wounds of the inteſtines, whether 
great or ſmall, are mortal.” —* Pardon me, brother (lays 
dhe fat gentleman), there is very good authority”—Herc 
he was interrupted by the other, with “ Sir, excuſe me, 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 99 
I deſpiſe all authority. Nulliuf in verba. I ſtand upon my 


own bottom.”—* But, Sir, Sir, (replied his antogoniſt), 
the reaſon of the thing ſhows”—*© A fig for reaſon (cried 
this ſufficient member), I laugh at reaſon, give me ocular 
demonſtration.” The corpulent gentleman began to wax 
warm, and obferved, that no man acquainted with the 
anatomy of the parts would advance ſuch an extravagant 
aſſertion. This inuendo enraged the other ſo much, that 
he ſtarted up, and, in a furious tone, exclaimed, © What, 
Sir! do you queſtion my knowledge in anatomy?“ By 
this time, all the examiners had eſpouſed the opinion of 
one or other of the diſputants, and raiſed their voices all 
together, when the chairman commanded ſilence, and or- 
deted me to withdraw. In lefs than a quarter of an hour 
I was called in again, received my qualification ſealed up, 
and was ordered to pay five ſhillings. I laid down my 
half-guinea upon the table, and ſtood ſome time, until 
one of them bade me begone; to this, I replied, I will, 
when J have got my change; upon which another threw 
me five ſhillings and ſixpence, ſaying, I ſhould not be 4 
true Scotchman if 1 went away without my change. 1 
was afterwards obliged to give three ſhillings and ſixpence 
to the beadles, and a ſhilling to an old woman who ſwept 
the hall. This diſburſement ſunk my finances to thirteen | 
pence halfpenny, with which I was ſneaking off, when 
Jackſon perceiving it, came up to me, and begged I would 
_ tarry for him, and he would accompany me to the other 
end of the town, as ſoon as his examination ſhould be over. 
1 could not refuſe this to a perſon that was fo much my 
friend; but I was aſtoniſhed at the change of his dreſs, 
which was varied in half an hour from what I have al- 
ready deſcribed, to a very groteſque faſhion. His head 
das covered with an old ſmoked tie wig that did not boaſt 
one crooked hair, and a ſlouched hat over it, which would 
have very well become a chimney-ſweeper or a duſt man; 
his neck was adorned with a black crape, the ends of 
which he had twiſted, and fixed in the button-hole of a 
ſhabby great coat that wrapped up his whole body; his 
white ſilk ſtockings were converted into black worſted 
| hoſe; and his countenance was rendered venerable by 
wrinkles, and a beard of his own painting. When I ex- 
prefied my ſurpriſe at this metamorphoſis, he laughed, 
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4 and told me, it was done by the advice and aſſiſtance of 
4 a friend who lived. over the way, and would certainly 
o produce ſomething very much to his advantage ; for it 
in gave him the appearance of age, which never fails of at- 
1 tracting reſpect. I applauded his ſagacity, and waited 
. | with impatience for the effects of it. At length he was 
#4 


called in, but whether the oddneſs of his appearance ex- 
cited a curioſity more than uſual in the board, or his be- 
haviour was not ſuitable to his figure, I know not, he was 
diſcovered to be an impoſtor, and put into the hands of 
the beadle, in order to be ſent to Bridewell. So that in- 
ſtead of ſeeing him come out with a cheerful countenance, 
and a ſurgeon's qualification in his hand, I perceived him 
led through the outward hall as a priſoner, and was very 
much alarmed and anxious to know the occaſion z when 
he called with a lamentable voice and piteous aſpect to 
me, and ſome others who knew him, “ For God's ſake, 
gentlemen, bear witneſs that I am the ſame individual 
John Jackſon, who ſerved as ſurgeon's ſecond mate on 
board the Elizabeth, or elſe I ſhall go to Bridewell.“ It 
would have been impoſſible for the moſt auſtere hermit 
that ever lived to have refrained from laughing at his ap- 
pearance and addreſs z we therefore indulged ourſelves a 
good while at his expence, and afterwards pleaded his 
_ cauſe ſo effectually with the beadle, who was gratified with 
half a crown, that the priſoner was diſmiſſed, and, in a few 
moments, reſumed his former gaiety ; ſwearing, ſince the 
board had refuſed his money, he would ſpend it every ſhil- 
ling before he went to bed in treating his friends; at the 
| fame time inviting us all to favour him with our company. _ 
It was now ten o'clock at night, and, as I had a great way 
to walk through ſtreets that were utterly unknown to me, I 
was prevailed upon to be of their party, in hopes he would 
_ afterwards accompany me to my lodgings, according to his 
_ promiſe. He conducted us to his friend's houſe, who kept a 
tavern over the way, where we continued drinking punch, 
until the liquor mounted up to our heads, and made us all 
eerxtremely frolickſome: I in particular was ſo much elevated, 
that nothing would ſerve me but a wench, at which demand 
Jackſon expreſſed much joy, and aſſured me I ſhould have 
my deſire before we parted. Accordingly, when he had 
paid the reckoning, we ſallied out, roaring and finging 
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and were conducted by our leader to a place of nocturnal 


entertainment, where I immediately attached myſelf to a 


fair one, with whom I propoſed to ſpend the remaining 
part of the night; but ſhe not reliſhing my appearance, re- 


fuſed to grant my requeſt before I ſhould have made her 


an acknowledgment z which not ſuiting with my circum- 


ſtances, we broke off our correſpondence, to my no ſmall 
mortification and reſentment, becauſe I thought the mer- 


cenary creature had not done juſtice to my merit. In the 


mean time, Mr. Jackſon's dreſs had attracted the inclina- 
tions and aſſiduities of two or three nymphs, who loaded 
him with careſſes, in return for the arrack punch with 
which he treated them; till at length, notwithſtanding 
the ſprightly ſallies of thoſe charmers, ſleep began to exert 
his power over us all; and our conductor called, To 
pay.“ When the bill was brought, which amounted 
to twelve ſhillings, he put his hand in his pocket, but 
might have ſaved himſelf the trouble, for his purſe was 
gone. This accident diſconcerted him a good deal at 
flrſt; but, after ſome recollection, he ſeized the two dul- 
cineas who ſat by him, one in each hand, and ſwore, if 
they did not immediately reſtore his money, he would 
charge a conſtable with them. The good lady at the bar, 
ſeeing what paſſed, whiſpered ſomething to the drawer, 
who went out; and then, with great compoſure, aſked 
what was the matter? Jackſon told her he was robbed, 
and ſwore, if ſhe refuſed him ſatis faction, he would have 
her and her whores committed to Bridewell. * Robbed 


| (cried ſhe), robbed in my houſe | Gentlemen and ladies, 1 
take you all to witneſs, this perſon has ſcandalized my re- 
putation.“ At that inſtant ſeeing the conſtable and watch 

enter, ſhe proceeded, © What! you muſt not only endea- 

vour by your falſe aſperſions to ruin my character, but 
even commit an aſſault upon my family! Mr. Conſtable, I 
charge you with this uncivil perſon, who has been guilty 
of a riot here; I ſhall take care and bring an action againſt 
him for defamation.” While I was reflecting on this me- 

we event, which had made me quite ſober, the lady 
- whoſe favours I had ſolicited, being piqued at ſome re- 
| Partee that paſſed between us, cried, * They are all con- 

cerned; and deſired the conſtable to take us all into 
cuſtody; an arreſt which was performed inſtantly, to the 
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utter aſtoniſhment and deſpair of us all, except Jackſon, 
who, having been often in ſuch ſcrapes, was very little 
concerned, and charged the conſtable in his turn with the 
landlady and her whole bevy:: Upon which we were car- 
ried all together priſoners to the Round-houſe ; where 
Jackſon (after a word of comfort to us) informed the con- 
ſtable of his being robbed, to which he ſaid he would 


ſwear next morning before the juſtice. © Ay, ay (ſays 


the bawd), we ſhall ſee whoſe oath will moſt ſignify.” 
In a little time, the conſtable calling Jackſon into another 


room, ſpoke to him thus: © I perceive that you and your 
company are ſtrangers, and am very ſorry for your being 
involved in ſuch an ugly buſineſs. I have known this 
woman a great while; ſhe has kept a notorious houſe in 
the neighbourhood this many years, and, although often 
_ complained of as a nuiſance, ſtill eſcapes, through her in- 
| tereſt with the juſtices, to whom ſhe, and all of her em- 
ployment, pay contribution quarterly for protection. As 
ſhe charged me with you firſt, her complaint will have 
the preference; and ſhe can procure evidence to ſwear 
Whatever ſhe ſhall pleaſe to deſire of them. So that, un- 
leſs you can make it up before morning, you and your 
companions may think yourſelves happily quit ſor a 
month's hard labour in Bridewell. Nay, if the ſhould 
ſwear a robbery or aſſault againſt you, you will be com- 
mitted to Newgate, and tried next ſeſſions at the Old 
Bailey for your life.” This laſt piece of information had 
1uch an effect upon Jackſon, that he agreed to make it up, 
provided his money might be reſtored. The conſtable. 


told him, that, inſtead of retrieving what he had loſt, he 


was pretty certain it would coſt him ſome more before 
they would come to any compoſition. But, however, he 


had compaſſion on him, and would, if he pleaſed, found 


them about a mutual releaſe. The unfortunate beau 
thanked him for his friendſhip, and returning to us, ac- 
quainted us with the ſybſtance of this dialogue; while the 
conſtable, deſiring to ſpeak in private with our adverfary, 
carried her into the next room, and pleaded our cauſe ſo 
effectually, that ſhe condeſcended to make him umpire : 

| He accordingly propoſed an arbitration, to which we gave 
our aſſent; and he fined each party in three ſhillings, to 
be laid out in a bowl of punch, | wherein we drowned all 


% 
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[nimoſities, to the inexpreſſible joy of my two late ac- 


quaintances and me, who had been in the ſtate of the 
damned ever ſince Jackſon mentioned Bridewell and New- 
gate. By the time we had finiſhed our bowl, to which, 


by the by, I had contributed my laſt ſhilling, it was 
morning; and I propoſed to move homeward, when the 
conſtable gave me to underſtand, he could diſcharge no 


priſoners, but by order of the juſtice, before whom we 


muſt appear. This renewed my chagrin; and I curſed 
the hour in which I had yielded to Jackſon's invitation. 
About nine o'clock we were eſcorted to the houſe of a 


certain juſtice, not many miles diſtant from Covent Gar- 


den; who no ſooner ſaw the conſtable enter with a train 
of priſoners at his heels, than he ſaluted him as follows: 
_ © So, Mr, Conſtable, you are a diligent man—What den 
of rogues have you been ſcouring ?” Then looking at us, 
who appeared very much dejected, he continued, . Ay, 
ay, thieves, I ſee—old offenders —0 your humble ſervant, 
Mrs. Harridan ! I ſuppoſe theſe fellows have been taken 
robbing your houſe—yes, yes, here's an old acquaintance | 
of mine—you have uſed expedition (ſaid he to me) in re- 
turning from tranſportation ; but we ſhall ſave you the 
trouble for the future—the ſurgeons will fetch you from 
your next tranſportation at their expence.” I aſſured his 
worſhip he was miſtaken in me, for he had never ſeen me 
in his life before. To this declaration he replied, + How! 
you impudent raſcal, dare you ſay fo to my face? Do you 
think I am to be impoſed upon by that northern accent 
which you have aſſumed ? but it ſhan't avail you—you 
ſhall find me too far north for you. Here, clerk, write 
this fellow's mittimus. His name is Patrick Gahagan.“ 
Here Mr. Jackſon interpoſed, and told him I was a Scotch- 
man lately come to town, deſcended of a good family, and 
that my name was Random. The juſtice looked upon 
this affertion as an outrage upon his memory, on which 
he valued himſelf much; and ſtrutting up to Jackſon, with 
2 hierce countenance, put his hands in his ſides, and ſaid, 
** Who are you, Sir? Do you give me the lie? Take no- 
tice, gentlemen, here's a fellow who affronts me upon the 
bench; but Il lay you faſt, firrah, I will; for, notwith- 
_ ſtanding your laced jacket, I believe you are a notorious 
felon,” My friend was ſo much abaſhed at this menace, 
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which was thundered out with great vociferation, that he 
changed colour, and remained ſpeechleſs. This confuſion 
his worſhip took for a ſymptom of guilt, and, to complete 

his diſcovery, continued his threats“ Now, I am con- 


vinced you are a thief—your face diſcoyers it—you trem- 
ble all over—your conſcience won't lie ſtill—you'll be 


hanged, firrah (raiſing his voice), you'll be hanged ; and 
happy had it been for the world, as well as your own mi- 
ſerable foul, if you had been detected and cut off in the 


beginning of your career. Come hither, clerk, and take 


2, 


this man's confeſſion.“ I was in an agony of conſterna- 
tion, when the conſtable, going into another room with 
his worſhip, acquainted him with the truth of the ſtory 


which having learned, he returned with a ſmiling counte- 


nance, and addreſſing himſelf to us all, ſaid it was always 


bis way to terrify young people, when they came before 
him, that his threats might make a ſtrong impreſſion on 
their minds, and deter them from engaging in ſcenes of 
riot and debauchery, which commonly ended before the 


judge. Thus having cloaked his own want of diſcern- 


ment under the diſguiſe of paternal care, we were dif- 
_ miſſed, and I found myſelf as much en as 11 8 
mountain had been _ off T9 breaths: ol 


| CHAPTER XVIII. 


2 t carry my qualifcation to the Mir ne nature of it the beha- : 


viour of the ſecretary—Strap's concern for my abſence—a battle be- 
tween him and a blackſmith—the troubleſome conſequence of it—his 
| harangue to me—his friend the ſchoolmaſter recommends. me to a 
French apothecary, who entertains me as a moet „ 


J wovrp willingly have gone home to ſleep, but was 
told by my companions, that we muſt deliver our letters 
of qualification at the Nayy-office before one o'clock ; ac- 
cordingly we went thither, and gave them to the ſecreta- | 


ry, who opened and read them; and I was mightily pleaſ- 


ed to find myſelf qualified for eee mate of a third rate. 
When he had ſtuck them altogether on a file, one of our 
company aſked if there were any vacancies ? to which inter- 
. rogation he anſwered, No. Then I ventured to inquire if 
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any ſhips were to be put in commiſſion ſoon? At which 
queſtion he ſurveyed me with a look of ineffable contempt, 
and, puſhing us out of his office, locked the door, without 
deigning us another word. — We went down ſtairs, and 
conferred together on our expectations, when I under- 
ſtood that each of them had been recommended to one or 
other of the commiſſioners, and each of them promiſed 
the firſt vacancy that ſhould fall; but that none of them 
relied ſolely upon that intereſt, without a preſent to the 
ſecretary, with whom ſome of the commiſſioners went 
ſnacks. For which reaſon each of them had provided a 
| ſmall purſe; and I was aſked what I propoſed to give? This 
Was a vexatious queſtion to me, who, far from being in 
a capacity to gratify a ravenous ſecretary, had not where- 
withal to purchaſe a dinner. I therefore anſwered, I had 
not yet determined what to give; and ſneaked off towards 
my own lodgings, curſing my fate all the way, and in- 
veighing with much bitterneſs againſt the barbarity of my 
_ grandfather, and the fordid avarice of my relations, who 

left me a prey to contempt and indigence. Full of theſe. 
diſagreeable reflections, I arrived at the houſe where I 
| lodged, and relieved my landlord from great anxiety on 


my account; for this honeſt man believed I had met with 


{ome diſmal accident, and that he ſhould never fee me 

again, Strap, who had come to viſit me in the morning, 
underſtanding I had been abroad all night, was almoſt 
_ diſtracted, and, after having obtained leave of his maſter, 
had gone in quelt of me, though he was even more igno- 
rant of the town than I. Not being willing to inform 
my landlord of my adventure, I told him I had met with 
an acquaintance at Surgeons Hall, with whom I ſpent the 
evening and night, but being very much infeſted by bugs, 
J had not ſlept much, and therefore intended to take a 
little repoſe : ſo ſaying, I went to bed, and deſired to be 

awakened, if Strap ſhould happen to come while I ſhould 
be aſleep. I was accordingly rouſed by my friend him- 
lelf, who entered my chamber about three o'clock in the 
afternoon ; and preſented a figure to my eyes, that I could 
ſcarce believe real. In ſhort, this affectionate ſhaver, ſet- 
ting out towards Surgeons Hall, had inquired for me there 
to no purpoſe; from thence he found his way to the Na- 
vy-office, where he could hear no tidings of me, becauſe 
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I was unknown to every body then preſent; he after- 
wards went upon *Change, in hopes of ſeeing me upon 


the Scotch walk, but without ſucceſs : At laſt, being al- 


moſt in deſpair of finding me, he reſolved to aſk every 


body he met in the ſtreet, if perchance any one could 
give him information about me; and actually put his re- 
ſolution 1n praCtice, in ſpite of the ſcoffs, curſes, and re- 


proaches, with which he was anſwered ;z until a black- 
i{mith's *prentice, ſeeing him ſtop a porter with a burden 
on his back, and hearing his queſtion, for which he re- 


_ ceived a hearty curſe, called to him, and aſked if the per- 


ſon he inquired after was not a Scotchman ? Strap replied 
with great eagerneſs, «© Yes, and had on a brown coat 


with long ſkirts.” © The ſame (ſaid the blackſmith), I 
ſaw him paſs by an hour ago.” „Did you ſo ? (cried 
Strap, rubbing his hands) Odd! I am very glad of that— - 
which way went he?“ „Towards Tyburn in a cart (faid 
he); if you make good ſpeed, you may get thither time 
enough to ſee him hanged.” This piece of wit incenſed 
my friend to ſuch a degree, that he called the blackſmith 
ſcoundrel, and proteſted he would fight him for half a 
farthing. © No, no (ſaid the other, ſtripping), I'll have 
none of your money—you Scotchmen ſeldom carry any 
about with you—but Til fight you for love.” There was 
a ring immediately formed by the mob; and Strap find- 
ing he could not get off honourably without fighting, at 
the ſame time burning with reſentment againſt his adver- 
ſary, quitted his clothes to the care of the multitude, and 
the battle began with great violence on the fide of Strap, 
who in a few minutes exhauſted his breath and ſpirits on 
his patient antagoniſt, who ſuſtained the aſſault with great 
_ coolneſs, till, finding the barber quite ſpent, he returned 
the blows he had lent him with ſuch intereſt, that Strap, 
after having received three falls on the hard ſtones, gave 
out, and allowed the blackſmith to be the better man. 
The victory being thus decided, it was propoſed to ad- 
Journ to a cellar hard by, and drink friends. But when 
my friend began to gather up his clothes, he perceived 
that ſome honeſt perſon or other had made free with his 


_ ſhirt, neckcloth, hat, and wig, which were carried off; 


and probably his coat and waiſtcoat would have met with | 
the ſame fate, had they been worth ſtealing. It was in 
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rain for him to make a noife, which only yielded mirth 


to the ſpeCtators ; he was fain to get off in this manner, 


which he accompliſhed with much difficulty, and appear- 
ed before me all beſmeared with blood and dirt. Not- 
| r pany this misfortune, ſuch was his tranſport at 

finding me ſafe and ſound, that he had almoſt ſtifled and 


ſtunk me to death with his embraces. After he had clean- 
ed himſelf, and put on one of my ſhirts, and a woollen 
night-cap, I recounted to him the particulars of my night's 
campaign, which filled him with admiration, and made 
him repeat with great energy an obſervation which was 


often in his mouth, namely, „that ſurely London is the 
_ devil's drawing-room.” As neither of us had dined, he 
deſired me to get up; and the milk-woman coming round 
at that inſtant, he went down ſtairs, and brought up a 
quart, with a penny brick, on which we made a com- 
 fortable meal. He then ſhared his money with me, which 
amounted to eighteen pence, and left me, with an in- 
| tention to borrow an old wig and hat of his friend the 
. d)) ml ed 
| He was no ſooner gone, than I began to conſider my 
| ſituation with great uneaſineſs, and revolved all the ſchemes 
my imagination could ſuggeſt, in order to chooſe and 
_ purſue ſome one that might procure me bread ; for it is im- 
poſſible to expreſs the pangs I felt, when I reflected on the 
miſerable dependence in which I lived at the expence of 
2 Poor barber's boy. My pride took the alarm, and hav- 
ing no hopes of ſucceeding at the Navy- office, I came to 
_ a reſolution of enliſting in the foot-guards next day, be 
the event what it would. This extravagant deſign, by 
flattering my diſpoſition, gave great ſatisfaction, and I 
was charging the enemy at the head of my own regiment, 
when Strap's return interrupted my reverie. The ſchool- 
maſter had made him a preſent of the tie wig which he 
wore when I was introduced to him, together with an 
old hat, whoſe brims would have overſhadowed a Colol- 
| Tus. Though Strap had ventured to wear them in the 
duſk, he did not chooſe to entertain the mob by day; 
therefore went to work immediately, and reduced them 
both to a moderate ſize. While he was employed in this 
office, he addrefſed me thus: “To be ſure, Mr. Ran- 
dom, you are born a gentleman, and have a great deal 
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of learning—and indeed look like a gentleman ; for, as 
to perſon, you may hold up your head with the beſt of 
them. On the other hand, I am a poor but honeſt cob- 
ler's ſon—my mother was as induſtrious a woman as ever 


broke bread, till ſuch time as ſhe took to drinking, which 


you very well know—but every body has failings —huma- 
num ęſt errare—Now for myſelf, I am a poor journeyman 
| barber, tolerably well made, and underſtand ſome Latin, 
and have a ſmattering of Greek—but what of that ? per- 
baps II might alſo ſay that I know a little of the world 


but that is to no purpoſe—though you be gentle and I 
ſimple, it does not follow but that I who am fimple may 
do a good office to you who are gentle. Now this is the 
cale=-my kinſman the ſchoolmaſter—perhaps you did 
not know how nearly he is related to me I'll ſatisfy you 
in that preſently—his mother and my grandmother's ſiſ- 
ter's nephew—no, that's not it—my grandfather's bro- 


ther's daughter—rabbit it ! I have forgot the degree, but 


this I know, he and I are couſins ſeven times removed.” 
My impatience to know the good office he had done me 
got the better of my temper, and interrupted him at this 

place, with, „D- n your relation and pedigree | if the 


ſchoolmaſter or you can be of any advantage to me, why 


don't you tell me without all this preamble ?? When I. 


pronounced theſe words with ſome vehemence, Strap look- 


ed at me for ſome time with a grave countenance, and then 


went on: © Surely my pedigree is not to be d—n'd, becauſe 
it is not ſo noble as yours: I am very ſorry to ſee ſuch an 


alteration in your temper of late—you was always fiery, _ 


but now you are grown as crabbed as old Perriwinkle the 


drunken tinker, on whom you and I (God forgive us) 


played ſo many unlucky tricks, while we were at ſchool. 
But I will no longer detain you in ſuſpenſe, becauſe 


| {doubtleſs) nothing is more uneaſy than doubt dubio, 
procul dubio, nil dubius. My friend, or relation, or which 
you will, or both, the ſchoolmaſter, being informed of the 
regard 1 have for you—for, you may be ſure, I did not 
fail to let him know your good qualities—by the by, os 


haas undertaken to teach you the pronunciation of the 


Engliſh tongue, without which (he ſays) you will be un- 


fit for buſineſs in this country. I ſay my relation has 


ipoke in your behalf to a French apothecary who wants 


RODERICK RANDOM. 109 


a journeyman; and, on his recommendation, you may 


have fifteen pounds per year, bed and board, whenever 
you pleaſe.” I was two much intereſted in this piece of 
news to entertain it with indifference z but, jumping up, 


inſiſted on Strap's immediately accompanying me to the 


houſe of his friend, that I might not loſe this opportunity 


through the leaſt delay or neglect on my part. We were 


informed that the ſchoolmaſter was in company at a pub- 


lic-houſe in the neighbourhood, whither we repaired, and 
found him drinking with the very individual apothecary 
in queſtion. When he was called to the door at our de- 
fire, and obſerved my impatience, he broke out into his 
uſual term of admiration : O Ch—{t ! I ſuppoſe, when 
you heard of this offer, you did not take leiſure enough 
to come down ſtairs, but leapt out of the window; did 
you overturn no porter nor oyſter-woman in your way! 
It is a mercy of God you did not knock your brains out 
againſt ſome poſt in your career. O my conſcience! 1 
believe, had I been in the inmoſt receſſes of my habita- | 
tion, —the very penetralia,—even in bed with my wife; 
your eagerneſs would have ſurmounted bolts, bars, decen- 
cy, and every thing. The den of Cacus or Sanqtum Sanc- 
| torum could not have hid me from you. But come along, 
the gentleman of whom 1 ſpoke is in the houſe, I will 
_ preſent you to him forthwith.” When I entered the 
room, I perceived four or five people ſmoking, one of 
whom the ſchoolmaſter accoſted thus: Mr. Lavement, 
here's the young man of whom I ſpoke to you.” The 
apothecary, who was a little old withered man, with a 
forehead about an inch high, a noſe turned up at the end, 
large cheek-bones that helped to form a pit for his little 
gray eyes, a great bag of looſe ſkin hanging down on 
_ each fide in wrinkles like the alforjas of a baboon ; and a 
mouth ſo accuſtomed to that contraction which produces 
- grinning, that he could not pronounce a ſyllable without 
diſcovering the remains of his teeth, which conſiſted of 


four yellow fangs, not improperly, by anatomiſts, called 


cauine. This perſon (I ſay) after having eyed me ſome 
time, faid, © Oho, 'tis very well, Monſ. Concordance ;— 
 —young man, you are ver welcome, take one coup of 
| bierre—and come to mine houſe to marrow morning: 
Monſ. Concordance vil ſhew you de way.” Upon this 1 
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made my bow, and as I went out of the room, could hear 
him ſay, May foy! Ceft un beau gargon, c'eſt un galliard. 
As I had, by my own. application, while I ſerved Crab, 
acquired the French tongue well enough to read authors 
written in that language, and underſtand any thing that 


occurred in converſation, I determined to pretend igno- 
rance to my new maſter, that he and his family, whom I 
ſuppoſed to be of the ſame country, not being on the re- 
ſerve before me, might poſſibly diſcover ſomething in diſ- 
courſe, which would either yield me amuſement or ad- 
vantage. Next morning Mr. Concordance carried me to 
the apothecary's houſe, where the bargain was made, and 
orders given to provide an apartment for me immediate- 

ly. But, before J entered upon buſineſs, the ſchoolmaſter 


recommended me to his taylor, who gave me credit for 


a ſuit of clothes to be paid out of the firſt moiety of 
my wages, and they were begun upon that very day; he 
_ afterwards accommodated me with a new hat, on the 
fame terms; ſo. that, in a few days, I hoped to make 
a very faſhionable appearance. In the mean time, Strap 
_ conveyed my baggage to the place allotted for me, which 
vas a back room up two pair of ſtairs, furniſhed with a 
pallat for me to lie upon, a chair without a back, an 
_ earthen chamber-pot without a handle, a bottle by way 
of candleſtick, and a triangular piece of glaſs inſtead of a 
mirror, the reſt of its ornaments having been lately re- 
moved to one of the garrets, for the convenience of the 
ſervant of an Iriſh Captain, who lodged in the firſt floor. 
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- CHAPTER XIX. 


Ph 


The characters of Mr, Lavement, his wife, and daughter—ſome anec- 

dotes of the family—the mother and daughter rivals—l am guilty ot 
a miſtake that gives me preſent ſatisfaQ 

troubleſome conſequen ces. 


Nexr day, while I was at work in the ſhop, a bouncing 
damſel, well dreſſed, came in, on pretence of finding a 
vial for ſome uſe or other; and taking an opportunity, 
when ſhe thought I did not mind her, of obferving me 
narrowly, went away with a filent look of diſdain. 1 
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eaſily gueſſed her ſentiments, and my pride took the re- 


| ſolution of entertaining the ſame indifference and negle& 


towards her. At dinner, the maids, with whom I dined 
in the kitchen, gave me to underſtand that this was my 


- maſter's only daughter, who would have a very handſome 


fortune, on account of which, and her beauty, a great 


many young gentlemen made their addreſſes to her; that 
ſhe had been twice on the brink of marriage, but diſap- 


pointed by the ſtingineſs of her father, who refuſed to 
part with a ſhilling to promote the match; for which 


reaſon the young lady did not behave to her father with 


all the filial veneration that might be expected; in par- 
ticular, ſhe harboured the moſt perfect hatred for his 


countrymen, in which diſpoſition ſhe reſembled her mo- 


ther, who was an Engliſh woman: And, by the hints 


they dropped, I learned the gray mare was the better 


horſe; that ſne was a matron of a high ſpirit, which was 

often manifeſted at the expence of her dependents; that 

ſhe loved diverſions, and looked upon Miſs as her rival in 

all parties; which indeed was the true cauſe of her diſ- 


appointments, for, had the mother been hearty in her in- 


tereſt, the father would not have ventured to refuſe ger 
demands. Over and above this intelligence, I of myſelf 
ſoon made more diſcoveries : Mr. Lavement's ſignificant 
grins at his wife, while ſhe looked another way, con- 
vinced me that he was not at all content with his lot; 


and his behaviour in preſence of the Captain made me 


believe his chief torment was jealouſy. As for my own 
part, I was conſidered in no other light than that of a 
_ menial ſervant, and had been already fix days in the 


| houſe without being honoured with one word from either 


mother or daughter, the latter (as I underſtood from the 
maids) having at table one day expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe 
that her papa ſhould entertain ſuch an awkward mean- 
looking journeyman. I was nettled at this piece of in- 
formation, and next Sunday (it being my turn to take my 
_ diverſion) drefſed myſelf in my new clothes to the greateſt 
advantage, and, vanity apart, made no contemptible fi- 
gure. After having ſpent moſt part of the day in com- 
pany with Strap, and ſome of his acquaintance, I came 
home in the afternoon, and was let in by Miſs, who, not 
knowing me, dropped a low curt'ſy as I advanced, which 
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I returned with a profound bow, and ſhut the door. By 


the time I had turned about, ſhe had perceived her miſ- 


take, and changed colour, but did not withdraw. The 


paſſage being narrow, I could not get away without joſt- 


ling her; fo I was forced to remain where I was with my 


eyes fixed on the ground, and my face glowing with 


bluſhes. At length her vanity coming to her aſliſtance, ſhe 
went away tittering, and I could hear her pronounce the 
word « Creature.” From this day forward, ſhe came into 


the ſhop fifty times every day, upon various pretences, and 
put in practice ſo many ridiculous airs, that I could eafily 
perceive her opinion of me was changed, and that the _ 


did not think me altogether an unworthy conqueſt. But 


my heart was ſo ſteeled againſt her charms by pride and 


reſentment, which were two chief ingredients in my 


diſpoſition, that I remained inſenſible to all her arts; and, 
notwithſtanding ſome advances ſhe made, could not be 


prevailed upon to yield her the leaſt attention. This ne- 


glect ſoon baniſhed all the favourable impreſſions ſhe felt 
for me, and the rage of a flighted woman took place in 


her heart; this ſhe manifeſted not only in all the ſuggeſ- 
tions her malice could invent to my prejudice with her fa- 


ther, but alſo in procuring for me ſuch ſervile employ- 
ments as ſhe hoped would ſuſſiciently humble my ipirit. 
One day, in particular, ſhe ordered me to bruſh my ma- 
ſter's coat, but 1 refuſing, a ſmart dialogue enſued, which 
ended in her burſting into tears of rage; when her mo- 
ther interpoſing, and examining into che merits of the 


cauſe, determined it in my favour; and this good office I 


owed not to any eſteem or colifiderativa ſhe had for me, 


but ſolely to the defire of mortifying her daughter, who 


on this occaſion obſerved, that let people be never fo much 
in the right, there were ome folks who would never do 


them juſtice; but to be ſure they had their reaſons for it, 


which ſome people were not ignorant of, although they 


deipiſed their little arts.—This inſinuation of ſome people 


and ſome folks put me upon obſerving the behaviour of my 
miſtreſs more narrowly for the future; and it was not ; 
zong before I had reaſon to believe that ſhe looked upon 
ber daughter as a rival in the affections of Captain O' Don- 
nell, who lodged in the houſe. In the mean time my in- 
duſtry and know! oye gained me the good. will of my 
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maſter, who would often fay in French, & Mardie! ce/ 


un bon gargon.” He had a great deal of buſineſs ; but as 


he was moſtly employed among his fellow refugees, his 


profits were {mall. However, his expence for medicines 


was not great, for he was the moſt expert man at a ſuc- 
cedaneum of any apothecary in London; ſo that I have 


been ſometimes amazed to ſee him, without the leaſt he- 


ſitation, make up a phyſician's preſcription, though he 
had not in his ſhop one medicine mentioned in it. Oyl- 
ter ſhells he could invent into crabs eyes; common oil 
into oil of ſweet almonds; ſyrup of ſugar into balſamic 
ſyrup; Thames water into aqua cinnamon z turpentine 
into capivi; and a hundred more coſtly preparations were 
produced in an inſtant, from the cheapeſt and coarſeſt 
drugs of the materia medica: And when any common 
thing was ordered for a patient, he always took care to 
diſguiſe it in colour or taſte, or both, in ſuch a manner, 
as that it could not poſſibly be known. For which pur- 
poſe cochineal and oil of cloves were of great ſervice. 
Among many noſtrums which he poſſeſſed, there was one 
for the venereal diſeaſe, that brought him a good deal of 
money; and this he concealed fo artfully from me, that 
I could never learn its compoſition : But during the eight 
months I ſtaid in his ſervice, he was ſo unfortunate in the 
uſe of it, that three parts in four of thoſe who took it 
were fain to confirm the cure by a ſalivation under the 
direction of another doctor. This bad ſucceſs, in all ap- 
pearance, attached him the more to his ſpecific ; and be- 
fore I left him, I may venture to ſay, he would have 
Tooner renounced the Trinity (notwithſtanding his being 
a good Huguenot) than his confidence in the never-fail- 
ing power of this remedy.—Mr. Lavement had attempted 
more than once to introduce a vegetable diet into his fa- 
mily, by launching out into the praiſe of roots and greens, 
and decrying the uſe of fleſh, both as a phyſician and phi- 
loſopher; but all his rhetoric: could not make one proſe— 
lyte to his opinion; and even the wife of his boſom de- 
clared againſt the propoſal. Whether it was owing to 
the little regard ſhe paid to her huſband's admonition in 
this particular, or to the natural warmth of her conſtitu- 
tion, I know not; but this lady's paſſions became every 
day more and more violent, till at laſt 
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decency as an 1 unneceſſary reſtraint z and one afternoon, 
when her huſband was abroad, and her daughter gone to 
viſit, ordered me to call a hackney coach, in which ſhe 
and the Captain drove towards Covent Garden. Miſs 
came home in the evening, and, ſupping at her uſual 
hour, went to bed. About eleren o'clock my maſter en- 


tered, and aſked if his wife was gone to fleep : Upon 


which I told him, my miſtreſs went out in the afternoon, 
and was not yet returned. This was like a clap of thun- 


der to the poor apothecary, who, ſtarting back, cried, 


« Mort de ma vie! vat you tell a me? My wife not =» 
home !” At that inſtant a patient's fervant arrived with a 


preſcription for a draught, which my maſter taking, went 


into the ſhop to make it up with his own hand. While 


he rubbed the ingredients in a glaſs mortar, he inquired | 


of me, whether or not his wife went out alone; and no 


ſooner heard that ſhe was in company with the Captain, 


than, with one blow, he ſplit the mortar into a thouſand 


pieces, and, grinning like the head of a baſs viol, exclaim- 


ed, © Ah traltreſſe !” It would have been impoſſible for 


me to have preſerved my gravity a minute longer, when 
I was happily relieved by a rap at the door, which I open- 
ca, and perceived my miſtreſs coming out of the coach; 
| the flounced immediately into the ſhop, and addreſſed ber 
huſband thus: * I ſuppoſe you thought I was loſt, my 
dear Captain O'Donnell has been ſo good as to treat me 
with a play.” «© Play—play (replied he), Oho ! yes, by 


gar, I believe ver prettie play.” © Bleſs me! (ſaid the) 
whar's the matter?“ © Vat de matter? (cried he, forget- 


ting all his former complaiſance) by gar, you be one damn 
dog's wife—ventre bleu! me vill ſhow you vat it is to put 


one horn upon. mine head. Pardieu ! le Capitaine O'Don- 
nell be one”——Here the Captain, who had been all the 


while at the door diſcharging the coach, entered, and faid _ 


with a terrible voice, © D—mmel! what: am I?” Mr. 


| Lavement, changing his tone, immediately ſaluted him 
with, © 0h ſerviteur, Monſieur le Capitaine, Vous otes un 


gallant homme—ma femme eft fort oblige.” ? Then turning 


about towards me, pronounced with a low voice, Et 


diablement obligeante, ſans doute.” © Hark'e, Mr. Lave- 


ment (ſaid the Captain), I am a man of honour, and I 


believe you are too much of A gentleman to be offended 
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at the civility I ſhow your wife.“ This declaration had 
ſuch an effect on the apoth=cacy, that he reſumed all the 
politeſſe of a Frenchman; and with the utmoſt proſtra- 
tion of compliment, aſſured the Captain that he was per- 


fectly well ſatisfied with the honour he had done his 


wife, Matters being thus compoſed, every body went to 
reſt. Next day I perceived, through a glaſs door that 
opened from the ſhop into the parlour, the Captain talk- 
ing earneſtly to Miſs, who heard him with a look that 

expreſſed anger mingled with ſcorn z which, however, he 


lieve I had inſpired one of the maids with tender ſenti- 


_ perſon in the houſe afleep, I took the opportunity of go- 
viſhed to find the door open, and moved ſoftly to her 


the Captain's ſervant! I was upon the point of doing ſome 


my own bed in ſafety. Whether this alarm had diforder- 


to retreat undiſcovered for the nymph being awake, felt 
my approach, and, with a ſoft voice, bade me make leſs 


of the aſſignation; and as my paſſions, at any time high, 


N 


at laſt found means to mollify, and ſealed his reconcilia- 
tion with a kiſs. This circumſtance ſoon convinced me 
of the occaſion of the quarrel; but, notwithſtanding all 
my vigilance, I could never diſcover any other commerce 
between them. In the mean while, I had reaſon to be- 


ments for me; and one night, when I thought every other 


ing to reap the fruits of my conqueſt, her bedfellow hav- 
ing the day before gone to Richmond to viſit her parents. 
Accordingly, I got up, and (naked as I was) explored my 
way in the dark to the garret where the lay. I was ra- 


bedſide, tranſported with the hope of completing my 
withes. But what horrors of jealouſy and diſappointment _ 
did 1 feel, when I found her afleep, fait locked in the 
arms of a man, whom I eafily gueſſed to be no other than 


raſh thing, when the noiſe of a rat ſcratching behind the 
wainſcot put me to flight, and I was fain to get back to 


ed my mind, or that I was led aſtray by the power of 
deſtiny, I know not; but, inſtead of turning to the left 
hand when I deſcended to the ſecond ſtory, I purſued the 
contrary courſe, and miitook the young lady's bedchamber 
lor my own. I did not perceive my miſtake before I had. 
run againſt the bedpoits, and then it was not in my power 


noiſe, leſt the Scotch booby in the next room ſhould over- 
hear us. This hint was {ufhcient to inform me of the nature 
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were then in a ſtate of exaltation, I reſolved to profit by my 
good fortune. Without any more ceremony, therefore, 1 


made bold to flip into bed to this charmer, who gave me as 
favourable a reception as I could defire. Our converſation 
was very ſparing on my part ; but ſhe upbraided the perſon 


- -whom I repreſented with his jealouſy of me, whom ſhe 


handled fo roughly, that my reſentment had well nigh oc- 


caſioned a diſcovery more than once; but I was conſoled for 
her hatred of me by the revenge I enjoyed in underſtanding 


from her own mouth, that it was now high time to ſalve 


her reputation by matrimony : For ſhe had reaſon to fear 
the could not much longer conceal the effects of their mu- 
tual intercourſe. While I was meditating an anſwer to 
this propoſal, I heard a noiſe in my room, like ſomething 


heavy falling down upon the floor : Upon which I ſtarted 


up, and, creeping to the door of my chamber, obſerved 


by moon-light, the ſhadow of a man groping his way 
out; to I retired to one fide to let him paſs, and faw him 


go down ſtairs as expeditiouſly as he could. It was an 
_ eaſy matter to divine that this was the Captain, Who, 
having overſlept himſelf, had got up at laſt to keep his aſ- 
 fignation; and finding my door open, had entered my 
apartment inſtead of that of his miſtreſs, where I ſupplied 
his place. But finding his miſtake, by falling over my 
chair, he was afraid the noiſe might alarm the family, and, 


for that reaſon, made off, delaying the gratification of his 


defires till another opportunity. By this time I was ſatis- 
| fied; and, inſtead of returning to the place from whence 
| I came, retreated to my own caſtle, which I fortified by 

| bolting the door, and, in the congratulation of my own 


happineſs, fell aſleep. But the truth of this adventure 


could not be long concealed from my young miſtreſs, who 
next day came to an explanation with the Captain, upon 
his lamenting his laſt night's diſappointment, and begging 
pardon for the noiſe he had made. Their mutual cha- 
grin, when they came to the knowledge of what had hap- 
pened, may be eaſily conjectured, though each had a pe- 
culiar grief unfelt by the other; for ſhe was conſcious of 
not only having betrayed to me the ſecrets of her com- 
merce with him, but alſo of having incenſed me by the 
freedoms ſhe had taken with my name, beyond a hope ot 
reconciliation. On the other hand, his jealouſy ſuggeſted 
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that her ſorrow was all artifice ; and that I had ſupplied 


his place with her own privity and conſent. That ſuch 


was the ſituation of their thoughts will appear in the ſe- 


quel; for that very day ſhe came into the ſhop where I 
was alone, and fixing her eyes, ſwimming in tears, upon 
me, ſighed moſt piteouſly : But I was proof againſt her 
diſtreſs, by recollecting the epithets with which ſhe had 


| honoured me the night before; and believing that the 
good reception I enjoyed was deſtined for another, there- 


fore I took no notice of her affliction ; and ſhe had the 
mortification to find her diſdain returned four-fold. How- 


ever, from thence forward ſhe thought proper to uſe me 
with more complaiſance than uſual, knowing that it was 


in my power at any time to publiſh her ſhame. By theſe 


means my life became much more agreeable (though I 
never could prevail upon myſelf to repeat my nocturnal 
viſit), and, as I every day improved in my knowledge of 


the town, I ſhook off my awkward air by degrees, and ac- 


quired the character of a polite journeyman apothecary. 


— ä 


1 am aſſaulted and dangerouſly wounded—ſuſpe& O'Donnell, and am 
confirmed in my opinion—concert a ſcheme of revenge, and put it in 


execution—O' Donnell robs his own ſervant, and difappears—l make 


my addreſſes to a lady, and am miraculouſly delivered from her ſnare. 


, Oxx night about twelve o'clock, as I returned from vi- 
ſiting a patient at Chelſea, I received a blow on my head 
from an unſeen hand, that ſtretched me ſenſeleſs on the 

ground; and was left for dead, with three ſtabs of a ſword 
in my body. The groans I uttered, when I recovered the 
uſe of my reaſon, alarmed the people of a ſolitary alchouſe 
that ſtood near the ſpot where I lay, and they were hu- 
mane enough to take me in, and ſend for a ſurgeon, who 

_ drefſed my wounds, and aſſured me they were not mortal. 

One of them penetrated through the ſkin and muſcles of 
one fide of my belly in ſuch a manner, that, doubtleſs the 

allaſſin imagined he had run me through the entrails. 

The ſecond flanted along one of my ribs; and the laſt, _ 

which was intended for the finiſhing ſtroke, having been 
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directed to my heart, the ſword ſnapped upon my breaſt. 
bone, and the point remained ſticking in the ſkin. When | 
refleted upon this event, I could not perſuade myſelf that I 
had been aſſaulted by a common footpad ; becauſe it is not 
uſual for ſuch people to murder thoſe they rob, eſpecially 
when they meet with no reſiſtance z and I found my money 
and every thing elſe about me (but my carcaſs) ſafe. I con- 
cluded, therefore, that I muſt either have been miſtaken for 


: another, or obliged to the private reſentment of ſome ſecret 


enemy for what had happened; and as I could remem- 


ber nobody who had the leaſt cauſe of complaint againſt 
me, except Captain O'Donnell and my maſter's daughter, 
my ſuſpicion ſettled upon them, though I took care to 
conceal it, that I might the ſooner arrive at confirmation. 
With this view, I went home in a chair about ten o'clock 


in the morning ; and as the chairman ſupported me into 


the houſe, met the Captain in the paſlage, who no ſooner 
ſaw me, than he ſtarted back, and gave evident ſigns of 


guilty confuſion, which he would have accounted for 


from the ſurpriſe occaſioned by ſceing me in ſuch a con- 
dition. My maſter having heard my ſtory, condoled me 

with a good. deal of ſympathy, and when he underſtood _ 
my wounds were not dangerous, ordered me to be carried 
up ſtairs to bed; though not without ſome oppoſition 


nem his wife, who was of opinion, it would be better 


for me to go ta an hoſpital, where I ſhould be more carc-_ 
fully attended. My meditation was employed in cn 
certing with myſelf ſome method of revenge againſt 


Squire O'Donnell and his inamorata, whom 1 looked up- 


on as the authors of my misfortune z when Miſs (who wa 
not at home at my arrival) entered my chamber, and, 
ſaying ſhe was ſorry for the accident that had befallen 
me, aſked if J ſuſpected any body to be the aſſaſſin: Up- 5 
on which I fixed my eyes ſtedfaſtly upon her, and an- 
1wered, „ Yes.” She diſcovered no {ymptom of con- 

fuſion; but replied haſlily, © If that be the caſe, why ; 
don't you take out a warnant to have him apprehended ? 

It will coſt but a triſle; if you have no money, Vil lend 
you.” This fraukneſs not only cured me of my ſuſpicion _ 


with reſpect to her; but cven ſtaggered my belief with 
regard to the Captain, of vlleſe guilt I reſolved to have 


Junther prof, beſore J taculd e: enter pr iſe any thing in the 
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way of revenge. I thanked her kindly for her generous 


offer ; which, however, I had no occaſion to accept, be- 


ing determined to do nothing raſhly : For though I covulc 


plainly perceive the perſon who attacked me to be a ſol- 
dier, whoſe face I thought was familiar to me, I could 


not ſwear with a ſafe conſcience to any particular man; 
and, granting I could, my proſecution of him would not 


much avail. This uncertainty I pretended, leſt the Cap- 
tain, hearing from her that I knew th2 perſon who 
wounded me, might think proper to withdraw before 1 
could be in a condition to requite him. In two days 1 
was up, and able to do a little buſineſs, fo that Mr. Lave- 


ment made ſhift to carry on his practice, without hiring 
another journeyman in my room. The ſirſt thing I at- 
tempted towards a certain diſcovery of my ſecret enemy, 
was to get into O'Donnell apartment while he was 


abroad in an undreſs, and examine his ſword, the point 


of which being broke off, I applied the fragment that was 
found ſticking in my body, and found it anſwered the 
fractured part exactly. There was no room left for 
doubt; and all that remained was to fix upon a ſcheme 
of revenge, which almoſt ſolely engroſſed my thoughts dur- 
ing the ſpace of eight nights and days. Sometimes I was | 
tempted to fall upon him in the ſame manner as he had 
practiſed upon me, and kill him outright. But this aſſault 
my honour oppoſed as a piece of barbarous cowardice, in 
which he was not to be imitated. At other times I en- 
tertained thoughts of demanding ſatisfaction in an ho- 
1nourable way; but was diverted from this undertaking by 
conſidering the uncertainty of the event, and the nature 
of the injury he had done me, which did not entitle him 


to ſuch eaſy terms. At laſt I determined to purſue a 


middle courſe z; and actually put my deſign in execution 
after this manner. Having ſecured the aſſiſtance of Strap 


and two of his acquaintance whom he could depend up- 


on, we provided ourſelves with diſguiſes, and I cauſed 
the following letter to be delivered to him by one of our 


aſſociates in livery one Sunday evening. 


e '; 8 


© Ir I may be allowed to judge ſrom appearance, it 
will not be diſagrecable to you to hear that my huſband 
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is gone to Bagſhot to viſit a patient, and will not return 
till to-morrow night ; ſo that if you have any thing to 


propoſe to me (as your behaviour on many occaſions has 


ſeemed to infinuate), you will do well to embrace tlie pre- 
ſent opportunity of ſeeing „„ og 


This letter was ſigned with the name of an apotheca- 


ry's wife who lived in Chelſea, of whom I had heard 
O'Donnell was an admirer. Every thing ſucceeded to our 
wiſh. The amorous hero haſtened towards the place of 


aſſignation; and was encountered by us in the very place 
where he had aſſaulted me. We ruſhed upon him all at 


once, ſecured his ſword, ſtripped off his clothes even to 


the ſkin, which we ſcourged with nettles till he was 
bliſtered from head to foot, notwithſtanding all the elo- 
quence of his tears and {upplications. When I was fatis- 
fied with the ſtripes I had beſtowed, we carried off his 
clothes, which we hid in a hedge near the place, and left 

him ſtark naked to find his way home in the belt manner he 
could, while I took care to be there before him. I after- 
_ wards underſtood, that, in his way to the lodgings of a 
friend who lived in the ſkirts of the town, he was picked 
up by the watch, who carried him to the Round-houſe, 
from whence he ſent for clothes to his lodgings ;z and next 
morning arrived at the door in a chair, wrapped up in a 
blanket he had borrowed ; for his body was ſo fore and 


| ſwelled, that he could not bear to be confined in his 


wearing apparel. He was treated with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs by my miſtreſs and her daughter, who vied with 


each other in their care and attendance of him ; but Lave- 
ment himſelf could not forbear expreſſing his joy, by ſe- 
veral malicious grins, while he ordered me to prepare an 
unguent for his fores. As to myſelf, nobody can doubt 
my gratification when I had every day an opportunity of 
ſeeing my revenge protracted on the body of my adver- 


 fary, by the ulcers of which I had been the cauſe; and 
indeed I not only enjoyed the ſatisfaction of having flayed 
him alive, but another alſo which I had not foreſeen. 
The ſtory of his being attacked and ſtripped in ſuch a 


place having been inſcrted in the news, gave information 


to thoſe who found his clothes next day whither to bring 


them; and accordingly he retrieved every thing he had 


. 


RODERICK RANDOM. 121 


loſt, except a few letters, among which was that which 


T had writ to him in the name of the apothecary's wife. 


This and the others, which, it ſeems, were all on the 
ſubject of love (for this Hibernian hero was one of thoſe 
people who are called fortune-hunters), fell into the hands 
of a certain female author, famous for the ſcandal ſhe has 
publiſhed, who, after having embelliſhed them with ſome | 
ornaments of her own invention, gave them to the town 


in print. I was very much ſhocked on reflecting, that I 
might poſſibly be the occaſion of a whole fanuly's unhap- 


pineſs, on account of the letter T had written; but was 


eaſed of that apprehenſion, when I underſtood that the 
| Chelſea apothecary had commenced a law-ſuit againſt the 


printer for defamation ; and looked upon the whole as a 


piece of forgery committed by the author, who had dif- | 
appeared. But whatever might be his opinion of the mat- 


ter, our two ladies ſeemed to entertain a different idea of 


it: For, as ſoon as the pamphlet appeared, I could per- 
ceive their care of their patient conſiderably diminiſh, un- 
ti at laſt it ended in total neglect. It was impoſſible for 
him to be ignorant of this change, any more than of the 
_ occaſion of it; but as he was conſcious to himſelf of hav- 
ing deſerved worſe than contempt at their hands, he was 
glad to come off ſo cheaply, and contented himſelf with 
muttering curſes and threats againſt the apothecary, who, 
as he imagined, having got an inkling of the appointment 
with his wife, had taken revenge of him in the manner 


deſcribed. By the time he got a new ſcarf ſkin, his cha- 
racter was become ſo notorious, that he thought it high 


time for him to decamp; and his retreat he performed in 
one night without beat of drum, after having robbed his 
_ own ſervant of every thing that belonged to him, except 
the clothes he had on his back. A few days after he diſ- 
appeared, Mr. Lavement, for his own ſecurity, took into 
cuſtody a large old trunk which he had left; and, as it 
Was very heavy, made no queſtion that the contents were 
Tufficient to indemnify him for what O'Donnell owed in 
lodging. But a month being elapſed without hearing any 
_ tidings of this adventurer, and my maſter being impatient 
to know what the trunk contained, he ordered me to 
break it open in his preſence, which taſk I performed 
with the peſtle of our great mortar, and diſcovered, to his 
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inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment and mortification, a heap of 
ſtones. 

About this time, my friend Strap informed me of an 
offer he had to go abroad with a gentleman, in quality of 
valet de chambre, and, at the ſame time aſſured me, that 
whatever advantage he might propoſe to himſelf from this 
proſpect, he could not bear the thoughts of parting from 
me; ſo much was he attached to my fortune. In ſpite . 
all the obligations I owed to this poor honeſt fellow, in- 
gratitude is ſo natural to the heart of man, that I began to 

be tired of his acquaintance; and now that I had con- 
tracted other friendſhips which appeared more creditable, 
was even aſhamed to ſee a journeyman barber inquiring 
after me with the familiarity of a companion. I therefore, 
on pretence of conſulting his welfare, inſiſted upon his 
accepting the propoſal, which he at laſt determined to 
embrace with great reluctance; and, in a few days, took 
his leave of me, ſhedding a flood of tears, which I could 
not behold without emotion. I now began to look upon 
_ anylſelf as a gentleman in reality—learned to dance of a 
Frenchman whom I had cured of a faſhionable diſtemper - 
 —frequented plays during the holidays—became the oracle 
of an alchouſe, where every diſpute was referred to my 
dcciſion and at length contracted an acquaintance with 
u young lady, who found means to make a conqueſt ot 
my heart, and upon whom I prevailed, after much at- 
1£ndance and ſolicitation, to give me a promiſe of mar- 
1iage. As this beautiful creature paſſed for a rich heireſs, 
I bleſſed my good fortune and was actually on the point 
of crowning all my wiſhes, by matrimony 3 when one 
morning 1 went to her lodgings, and her maid being 
abroad, took the privilege of a bridegroom to enter her 
chamber, where, to my utter confuſion, I found her in 
bed with a man. Heaven gave me patience and prefence 
of mind enough to withdraw immediately; and I thanked 
my ſtars a thouſand times for the happy diſcovery, by 
which I reſolved to profit ſo much as to abandon al! 
thoughts of marriage for the future. 


' RODERICK RANDOM. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my maſter—is involved in a trouble- 
ſome affair, out of which he is extricated by me—he marries my ma- 
ſter's daughter—they conſpire againſt me—l am found guilty of theft 
—diſcharged—delerted by my friends—1 hire a room in St. Giles's— 
where by accident, I find the lady to whom I made my addreſſes in a 
miſerable condition—l relieve her. | WY 8 


Warns I enjoyed myſelf at large in this temper of mind, 
Mr. Lavement let his firſt floor to my countryman and ac- 
quaintance, Squire Gawky, who, by this time, had got 
a lieutenancy in the army, and ſuch a martial ferocity in 
his appearance, that I was afraid he would remember 
what had happened between us in Scotland, and atone 
for his breach of ap; »intment then, by his punctuality 
now; but, whether he had actually forgot me, or was 
willing to make me believe ſo, he betrayed not the leaſt 
ſymptom of recognition at ſight of me, and I remained 
quite cured of my apprehenſion; though I had occaſion, 
not long after, to be convinced, that howſoever his ex- 
ternals might be altered, he was at bottom the ſame in- 
_ dividual Gawky whom I have already deſcribed : For, 
coming home late one night from the houſe of a patient, 
J heard a noiſe in the ſtreet, and, as I approached, 
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i 1H ceived two gentlemen in cuſtody of three watchmen. The 
= priſoners, who were miſerably disfigured with dirt, com- 


_ plained bitterly of the loſs of their hats and wigs ;z and one 
of them, whom, by his tongue, I knew to be a Scotch- 
man, lamented molt piteouſly, offering a guinea for his 
liberty, which the watchman refuſed, alleging that one 
of his companions was wounded prieyoully, and that he 
mult ſtand to the conſequence. My prejudice in favour 
of my native country was ſo ſtrong, that I could not bear We 
do ſee any body belonging to it in diſtreſs, and therefore, LE; 
* with one blow of my faithful cudgel, knocked down the 
|  watchman who had hold of the perſon for whom 1 was 
chiefly concerned. He was no ſooner diſengaged, than 
he betook himſelf to his heels, and left me to maintain 
the diſpute as I ſhould think proper; and, indeed, I came 
off but ſcurvily; for, before I could avail myſelf of my 
ſpeed, I received a blow on the eve from one of the other 
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f two, that had well nigh deprived me of the uſe of that 
organ: However, I made ſhift to get home, where I was 


informed of Captain Gawky's being robbed and abuſed by 
a company of tootpads, and was ordered by my maſter 
to prepare an emollient glyſter and paregoric draught, in 
order to allay and compole the ferment of his ſpirits, oc- 


caſioned by the barbarous treatment he had undergone, 
while he took twelve ounces of blood from him immedi- 
ately. When I inquired into the particulars of this ad- 
venture, and underſtood, by the ſervant, that he came in 
juſt before me, without hat and wig, I made no ſcruple 
of believing him to be the perſon I had releaſed, and was 
confirmed in my belief upon hearing his voice, to which, 
before that event, I had been ſo long a ſtranger. My 
eye being conſiderably ſwelled and inflamed, I could not 
reflect upon my enterpriſe without curſing my own folly, 
and even reſolving to declare the truth of the whole ſto- 
ry, in order to be revenged on the cowardly wretch, for 
whom I had ſuffered: Accordingly, next day, after he 


had told, in preſence of my maſter, his wife, and daugh- 


ter, who came to viſit him, a thouſand lies concerning 
the proweſs he had ſhown in making his eſcape, I ventu- 
red to explain the myſtery, and, calling in the evidence 
of my contuſed eye, upbraided him with cowardice and _ 
ingratitude. Gawky was ſo aſtoniſhed at this diſcourſe, 
that he could not anſwer one word; and the reſt of the 
company ſtared at one another ; till at length my miſtreſs 
reprimanded me for my inſolent behaviour, and threaten- 
ed to turn me away for my preſumption. Upon which, 
_ Gawky (having recollected himſelf) obſerved, as the young 
man might have miſtaken another perſon for him, he could 
forgive his infinuations, more eſpecially as he ſcemed to 
have ſuffered for his civility z but adviſed me to be more 
certain in my conjectures for the future, before I ventu- 


red to publiſh them to the prejudice of any man. Miſs 


applauded the captain's generoſity in pardoning one who 
had fo villanouſly aſperſed him, and I began to imagine 
her praiſe was not at all difintereſted. But the apotheca- 
ry, who, perhaps, had more penetration, or leſs partiali- 
ty, than his wife and daughter, differed from them in his 
ſentiments of the matter, and expreſſed himſelf to me in 
the ſhop in this manner: Ah mon pauvre Roderique ! 


FUE 
. 
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a. 


you ave more of de veracite dan of de prudence——bot 
mine vife and dater be diablement ſage, and Monſ. le 


Capitaine un fanfaron, pardieu!“ This eulogium on his 


wife and daughter, though ſpoken ironically by him, was, 


nevertheleſs, literally juſt ; by eſpouſing the cauſe of 


Gawky, the one obliged a valuable lodger, and the other 


acquired a huſband at a junCture when one was abſolute- 


ly neceſſary; for the young lady, finding the effects of 
her correſpondence with O'Donnell becoming plainer and 
plainer every day, inſinuated herſelf ſo artfully into the 
affection of this new lodger, that in leſs than a fortnight, 


on pretence of going to a play, they drove away together 
to the Fleet, where they were coupled; from thence re- 
moved to a bagnio, where the marriage was conſummat- 
ed; and in the morning came home, where they aſked 
her father's and mother's bleſſing. The prudent parents, 
_ notwithſtanding the precipitation with which the match 
was carried on, did not think fit to refuſe their approba- 
tion: for the apothecary was not ill pleaſed to find his 
daughter married to a young man of a good proſpect, who 
had not mentioned to him one ſyllable on the article of her 
_ dowry; and his wife was rejoiced at being rid of a rival 
in her gallants, and a ſpy upon her pleaſures. Nor was 
1 without ſelf-enjoyment at this event, when I reflected 
upon the revenge J had unwittingly taken upon my ene- 
my, in making him a cuckold by anticipation. But I lit- 


tle dreamed what a ſtorm of miſchief was brewing againſt 


me, whillt I thus indulged myſelf. Whatever face Gaw- 
ky put on the matter, my diſcovery of the adventure be- 
fore related, and the reproaches I vented againſt him, had 
| ſtung him to the ſoul, and cheriſhed the ſeeds of enmity ſo 
ſtrongly in his breaſt, that he (it ſeems) imparted his in- 
dignation to his wife, who being as delirous as himſelf to 
compaſs the ruin of one that not only flighted her careſ- 
les, but was able on any occaſion to diſcover particulars 
not at all advantageous to her character, readily joined in 
_ a conſpiracy againſt me, which (had it taken effect as they 
expected) would infallibly have brought me to an igno- 


minious death. 


My maſter having ſeveral times miſſed large quantities 
ok medicines, of which I could give no account, at laſt 
loſt all patience, and in plain terms taxed me with having 
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embezzled them for my own uſe. As I could only op- 
poſe my ſingle aſſeveration to his ſuſpicion, he told me 
one day, By gar, your vord not be give me de ſatisfac- 
tion—me find neceſſaire to chercher for my medicine, 
pardonnez moi—il faut chercher—me demand le clef of 
your coffre a cette heure.” Then railing his voice to con- 
ceal the fright he was in, leſt I ſhould make any oppoſi- 
tion, he went on, „Oui, foutre, I charge you rendez le 
clef of your coffre—moi—fi, moi qui vous parle.“ I wag 
fired with ſo much reſentment and diſdain at this accuſa- 
tion, that I burſt into tears, which he took for a ſign of 
guilt z and pulling out my key, told him he might ſatisfy 
himſelf immediately, though he would not find it ſo eaſy 
to ſatisfy me for the injury my reputation had ſuffered 
from his unjuſt ſuſpicion. He took the key, and mount- 
ed up to my chamber, attended by the whole family ; 
ſaying, He bien, nous verrons—nous verrons.” But 
what was my horror and amazement, when, on opening 
my cheſt, he pulled out an handful of the very things that 
were miſling, and pronounced, © Ah ha! vous etes bien 
. yenus—mardie, Monſ. Roderique, you be fort innocent.“ 
I had not power to utter one word in my own vindica- 
tion, but ſtood motionleſs and filent, while every body 
preſent made their reſpective remarks on what appeared 
_ againſt me. The ſervants ſaid they were ſorry for my 
- misfortune, and went away repeating, © Who would have 
thought it?” My miſtreſs took occaſion from this detec- 
tion to rail againſt the practice of employing ſtrangers in 
general; and Mrs. Gawky, after having obſerved that ſhe 
never had a good opinion of my fidelity, propoſed to have 
me carried before the juſtice, and committed to Newgate 
immediately. Her huſband was actually upon the ſtairs 
in his way for a conſtable, when Mr. Lavement, know- 
ing the coſt and trouble of a proſecution to which he mult 
bind himſelf, and at the ſame time dreading - leſt fome 
particulars of my confeſſion might affect his practice, call- 
ed out, © Reitez, mon fils! reſtez, it be veritablement 
one grand crime which dis pouvre diable have committed 
bot peutetre de good God give him de penitence, and 
me vill not have upon mine head de blood of one ſinner.” _ 
Ihe captain and his lady uſed all the Chriſtian arguments 
their zeal could ſuggeſt, to prevail on the apothecary to 
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purſue me to deſtruction, and repreſented the injuſtice he 
did to the community of which he was a member, in let- 
ting a villain eſcape, who would not fail of doing more 
miſchief in the world, when he ſhould reflect on his com- 
ing off ſo eaſily now. But their eloquence made no im- 


preſſion on my maſter, who, turning to me, ſaid, Go, 
miſerable, go from mine houſe, quick, quick—and make 
reparation for your mauvaiſe actions.“ By this time my 


| indignation had rouſed me from the ſtupefaction in which 


[ had hitherto remained, and I began in this manner: 


“Sir, appearances, I own, condemn me; but you are 


| impoſed upon as much as Iam abuſed—I have fallen a 
facrifice to the rancour of that ſcoundrel (pointing to Ga- 


ky), who has found means to convey your goods hither, 


that the detection of them might blaſt my reputation, and 
accompliſh my deſtruction. His hatred of me is owing 
to a conſciouſneſs of his having wronged me in my own 


country; for which injury, he, in a cowardly manner, 


refuſed me the ſatisfaction of a gentleman : He knows, 


moreover, that I am no ſtranger to his daſtardly behavi- 


our in this town, which I have recounted before; and 
he is unwilling that ſuch a teſtimony of his ingratitude and 
puſillanimity ſhould live upon the earth: For this reaſon _ 
he is guilty of the moſt infernal malice to bring about my 
_ruin,—And I am afraid, Madam (turning to Mrs. Gaw- 
| ky), you have too eaſily entered into the ſentiments of 
your huſband. I have often found you my enemy, and am 
well acquainted with the occaſion of your being fo, which 
I don't at preſent think proper to declare; but I would 
not adviſe you, for your own fake, to drive me to ex- 


tremity.” This addreſs enraged her ſo much, that, with 


_ a face as red as ſcarlet, and the eyes of a fury, ſhe ſtrut- 
ted up to me, and putting her hands on her ſides, ſpit in 
my face, ſaying, I was a ſcandalous villian, but ſhe defied 
my malice z and that, unleſs her papa would proſecute me 
like a thief as I was, ſhe would not ſtay another night 
under his roof. At the ſame time, Gawky, aſſuming a 


big look, told me, he ſcorned what lies I could invent 


againſt him; but that, if I pretended to aſperſe his wife, 
he would put me to, death, by G—d. To this threat 1 
_ anſwered, I wiſh to God I could meet with thee in a 
deſert, 8 I might have an opportunity of puniſhing thee 
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for thy perfidy towards me, and rid the world of ſuch a 

raſcal— What hinders me this moment (faid I, ſeizing an 
old bottle that ſtood by) from doing myſelf that Juſtice ?” 
I had no ſooner armed myſelf in this manner, than Gaw- 
ky and his father-in-law retired in ſuch a hurry, that the 


one overturned the other, and they rolled together down 
' ſtairs; while my miſtreſs ſwooned away with fear; and 
her daughter aſked if I intended to murder her? I gave 
her to underſtand, that nothing was farther from my in- 


tention; that I would leave her to the ſtings of her own 


conſcience, but was firmly reſolved to ſlit her huſband's 


noſe, whenever fortune ſhould offer a convenient oppor- 


tunity. Then going down ſtairs, I met Lavement com- 


ing up trembling with the peſtle in his hand, and Gawky 
behind, armed with his ſword, puſhing him forward. I 


| demanded a parley, and having aſſured them of my pa- 
_ cific diſpoſition, Gawky exclaimed, © Ah! villian ! you 
buave killed my dear wife.” And the apothecary cried, 


« Ah coquin ! vere is my ſhild?“ «© The lady (faid I) 
is above ſtairs, unhurt by me, and will a few months 


hence (I believe) reward your concern.” Here ſhe called 
to them, and deſired they would let the wretch go, and 
trouble themſelves no further about him. To which re- 
queſt her father conſented, obſerving nevertheleſs, that 


my converſation was fort myſterieuſe. Finding it im- 


poſſible to vindicate my innocence, I left the houſe im- 
mediately, and went to the ſchoolmaſter, with an inten- 
tion of clearing myſelf to him, and aſking his advice with 
regard to my future conduct; but, to my inexpreſſible 
vexation, was told he was gone to the country, where he 
would ſtay two or three days. I returned with a deſign. 
of conſulting ſome acquaintances I had acquired in my 
maſter's. neighbourhood ; but my ſtory had taken air, 
through the officiouſneſs of the ſervants, and not one oy 
my friends would vouchſafe me a hearing. Thus I 
found myſelf, by the iniquity of mankind, in a much 
more deplorable condition than ever: For though I had 
been formerly as poor, my reputation was without ble- 


miſh, and my health unimpaired till now ;—but at pre- 


| ſent my good name was loſt, my money gone, my friends 
were alienated, my body was infected by a diftemper 
contracted in the courſe of an amour, and my faithful 


\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 


attempted to explain the whole affair to the ſ-hoolmaſter, 
I found him ſo prepoſſeſſed againſt me, that he would 
| ſcarce hear me to an end; but when I had finiſhed my 
- Jultification, ſhook his head, and beginning with his ufual _ 
exclamation, O Ch—i{t?!” ſaid, . That won't go down 

with me. I am very ſorry I ſhould have the misfortune 
of being concerned in the affair, but, however, ſhall be 
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Strap, who alone could yield me pity and aſſiſtance, ab- 


ſent I knew not where. 


The firſt reſolution I could take in this melancholy 


conjuncture, was to remove my clothes to the houſe of 


the perſon with whom I had formerly lodged, where I 
remained two days, in hopzs of getting another place, by 
the intereſt of Mr. Concordance, to whom I made no 
doubt of being able to vindicate my character; but in 


this ſuppoſition I reckoned without my hoſt, for Lave- 


ment took care to be beforzhand with me, and when I 


more cautious for the future. I will truſt no man from 


henceforward—no, not my father who begat me—nor the 
brother who lay with me in my mother's womb. Should 
Daniel riſe from the dead, I would think him an impoſtor, 
and were the genius of Truth to appear, would queſtion _ 
its veracity.” I told him, that one day it was poſſible 
he might be convinced of the injury J had ſuffered, and 
_ repent of his premature determination. To which re- 
mark he anſwered, the proof of my innocence would 
make his bowels vibrate with joy; “ but till that ſhall 
happen (continued he), I muſt beg to have no manner of 
connection with you—my reputation is at ſtake -O my 
good God! I ſhall be looked upon as your accomplice 
and abettor—people will ſay Jonathan Wild was but a 
_ type of me—boys will hoot at me as I paſs along, and 


the cinder-wenches belch forth reproaches wafted in a 


gale impregnated with gin ſhall be notorious—the very 
butt of ſlander and cloak of infamy.” I was not in an 
_ iumour to reliſh the climax of expreſſions upon which 
chis gentleman. yalued himſelf in all his diſcourſes ; but, 
without any ceremony, took my leave, curſed with every 
ſentiment of horror which my ſituation could ſuggeſt. 1 
_ conlidered, however, in the intervals of my deſpondence, 
that I muſt in ſome ſhape ſuit my expence to my calami- 
tous circumſtances z and with that view hired an apart- _ 
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ment in a garret near St. Giles's, at the rate of nine-pence 
per week. In this place I reſolved to perform my own 
cure, having firſt pawned three ſhirts to purchaſe medi- 
eines and ſupport for the occaſion. 
One day when I fat in this ſolitary retreat, muſing up- 
on the unhappineſs of my fate, I was alarmed by a groan 
that iſſued from a chamber contiguous to mine, into 
Which I immedately ran, and found a woman ſtretched 
on a miſerable truckle bed, without any viſible ſigns of 
life. Having applied a ſmelling-bottle to her . noſe, the 
blood began to reviſit her cheeks, and ſhe opened her 
eyes; but, good heavens ! what were the emotions of my 
_ ſoul, when I difcovered her to be the ſame individual la- 
dy who had triumphed over my heart, and to whoſe fate 
I had almoſt been inſeparably joined! Her deplorable ſi- 
tuation filled my breaſt with compaſſion, and every ten- 
der idea reviving in my imagination, I flew into her em- 
| brace. She knew me immediately; and, ſtraining me 
gently in her arms, ſhed a torrent of tears, which I could 
not help increaſing. At length, caſting a languiſhing _ 
| look at me, ſhe pronounced, with a feeble voice, Dear. 
Mr. Random, I do not deſerve this concern at your hands. 
I am a vile creature, who had a baſe deſign upon your 
perſon; ſuffer me to expiate that and all my other crimes 
bo a miſerable death, which will not fail to overtake me 
in a few hours.” I encouraged her as much as I could; 
told her I forgave all her intentions with regard to me; 
and that, although my circumſtanes were extremely low, 
I would ſhare my laſt farthing with her. In the mean 
time, begged to know the immediate cauſe of that fit from 
which ſhe had juſt recovered, and ſaid, I would endea- 
vour by my ſkill to prevent any more ſuch attacks. She 
ſeemed very much affected with this expreſſion, took my 
hand, and preſſed it to her lips, ſaying, Lou are too 
_ generous |—I wiſh I could live to expreſs my gratitude ; 
but alas! I periſh for want.” Then, ſhutting her eyes, 
| ſhe relapſed into another ſwoon. Such extremity of di- 
ſtreſs muſt have awaked the moſt obdurate heart to ſym- 
pathy and compaſſion. What effect, then, mult it have 
had on mine, that was naturally prone to every tender 
| paſſion? I ran down ſtairs, and ſent my landlady to a 
chemiſt's ſhop for ſome cinnamon water; while I, re- 
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turning to this unfortunate creature's chamber, uſed all 
the means in my power to bring her to herſelf. This 
aim, with much difficulty, I accompliſhed, and made her 
drink a glaſs of the cordial to recruit her ſpirits; then I 
prepared a little mulled red wine and a toaſt, which hav- 
ing taken, ſhe found herſelf thoroughly revived, and in- 


formed me, that ſhe had not taſted food for eight and 
forty hours before. As I was impatient to know the 


occaſion and nature of her calamity, ſhe gave me to un- 
derſtand, that ſhe was a woman of the town by profeſ- 


fon : That, in the courſe of her adventures, ſhe found 
herſelf dangerouſly infected with a diſtemper to which all 


of her claſs are particularly ſubject : That her malady 


gaining ground every day, ſhe became lotheſome to her- 
ſelf, and offenſive to others; when ſhe reſolved to retire 


to ſome obſcure corner, where ſhe might be cured with as 


little noiſe and expence as poſſible : That ſhe had accord 
ingly choſen this place of retreat, and put herſelf into the 


hands of an advertiſing doctor, who, having fleeced her of 


all the money ſhe had, or could procure, left her three days 
ago in a worſe condition than that in which he found her: 


That, except the clothes on her back, ſhe had pawned or 
| fold every thing that belonged to her, to ſatisfy that ra- 


pacious quack, and quiet the clamour of her landlady, 
who {till perſiſted in her threats to turn her out into the 
ſtreet. After having moralized upon theſe particulars, I 


propoſed that ſhe ſhould lodge in the ſame room with me, 
an expedient that would fave ſome money; and affured 
her I would undertake her cure as well as my own, du- 


ring which ſhe ſhould partake of all the conve liencies 
that I could afford to myſelf. She embraced my offer 


with unfeigned acknowledgment ; and I began to put it 
m practice immediately. I found in her not only an 
_ agreeable companion, whoſe converſation greatly alleviat- 
ed my chagrin, but alſo a careful nurſe, who ſerved me 
with the utmoſt fidelity and affection. One day, while 1 


teſtified my ſurpriſe that a woman of her beauty, good 


ſenſe, and education (for ſhe had a large portion of each), 


could be reduced to ſuch an infamous and miſerable wa 


of life as that of a proſtitute, —ſhe anſwered, with a ſigh, : 


_ ® Theſe very advantages were the cauſe of my undoing.” 


This remarkable reply inflamed my curioſity to ſuch a de- 
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gree, that I begged ſhe would favour me with the parti- 


culars of her ſtory, and ſhe complied in theſe words ;— 


FD % a i . ” 


CHAPTER XXII. 


The Hiſtory of Miss WII IIAMs. 


My father was an eminent merchant in the city, who 
having, in the courſe of trade, fuffered very conſiderable 


loſſes, retired in his old age, with his wife, to a ſmall 


. eſtate in the country, which he had purchaſed with the 
remains of his fortune. At that time I, being but eight 
years of age, was left in town for the convenience of 
education, boarded with an aunt, who was a rigid Preſ- 


byterian, and who confined me ſo cloſely to what the 
called the duties of religion, that, in time, I grew weary | 


of her doctrines, and by degrees conceived an averſion 
| for the good books ſhe daily recommended to my peruſal. 
As I increaſed in age, and appeared with a perſon not 
_ difagreeable, I contracted a good deal of acquaintance 
among my own ſex, one of whom, after having lamented 
the reſtraint I was under from the narrowneſs of my 
aunt's ſentiments, told me, I muſt now throw off the pre- 
judices of opinion imbibed under her influence and e- 
ample, and learn to think for myſelf; for which purpoſe 
the adviſed me to read Shafteſbury, Tindal, Hobbes, and 


all the books that are remarkable for their deviation from 
the old way of thinking, and, by comparing one with 


another, I ſhould ſoon be able to form a ſyſtem of my 
own. I followed her advice; and, whether it was owing 


to my prepoſſeſſion againſt what I had formerly read, or 


the clearneſs of argument in theſe my new inſtructors, 1 
know not, but I ſtudied them with pleaſure, and in a 
ſhort time became a profeſſed Freethinker. - Proud of my 
new improvement, I argued in all companies, and that 


with ſuch ſucceſs, that I ſoon acquired the reputation of 


a philoſopher, and few people durſt undertake me in a 
diſpute. I grew vain upon my good fortune, and at 


length pretended to make my aunt a proſelyte to my 
opinion; buteſhe no ſooner perceived my drift, than, tak- 


2 
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ing the alarm, ſhe wrote to my father an account of my 
| hereſy, and conjured him, as he tendered the good of my 
ſoul, to remove me immediately from the dangerous piace 
where I had contracted ſuch ſinful principles: Accord- 


ingly, my father ordered me into the country, where 1 
arrived in the fifteenth year of my age; and, by his com- 


mand, gave him a detail of all the articles of my faith, 
which he did not find ſo unreaſonable as they had been 


repreſented. Finding myſelf ſuddenly deprived of the 
company and pleaſures o the town, I grew melancholy, 
and it was ſome time before I could reliſh my ſituation. 
But ſolitude became every day more and more familiar to 


me; and I conſoled myſelf in my retreat with the enjoy- 
ment of a good library, at ſuch times as I was not em- 
ployed in the management of the family (for my mother 
had been dead three years), in viſiting, or fom2 other 
party of rural diverſion. Having more imagination than 


judgment, I addicted myſelf too much to poetry and ro- 
. mance z and, in ſhort, was looked upon as a very extraor- 
dinary perſon by every body in the country where 1 
reſided. I had one evening ſtrayed, with a book in 
my hand, into a wood that bordered on the high road, 
at a little diſtance from my father's houſe, when a cer- 

tain drunken ſquire riding by perceived me, and crying, 

«© Z——ds! there's a charming creature!“ alighted in a 


moment, caught me in his arms, and treated me fo rude- 
ly, that I ſhrieked as loud as I could; and, in the mean 


time, oppoſed his violence with all the ſtrength that rage 


and reſentment could inſpire. During this ſtruggle, ano- 
ther horſeman came up, who, ſeeing a lady fo unworthi- 


ly uſed, diſmounted, and flew to my aſſiſtance, My ra- 
viſher, mad with diſappointment, or provoked with the 
reproaches of the other gentleman, quitted me, and, run- 
ning to his horſe, drew a piſtol from the ſaddle, and fired 
at my protector, who happily receiving no damage, went 
up, and, with the butt end of his whip, laid him pro- 
ſtrate on the ground, before he could uſe the other, 
which his antagoniſt immediately ſeized, and clapping to 
the ſquire's breaſt, threatened to put him to death for his 
_ cowardice and treachery. In this dilemma I interpoſed, 


and begged his life, which was granted to my requeſt, 


after he had aſked pardon, and ſwore his intention was 
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only to obtain a kiſs. However, my defender thought | 
proper to unload the other piſtol, and throw away the 


fllints, before he gave him his liberty. This courteous 
ſtranger conducted me home, where my father having 


learned the ſignal ſervice he had done me, loaded him 
with careſſes, and inſiſted on his lodging that night at our 
houſe. If the obligation he had conferred upon me, juſtly 


inſpired me with ſentiments of gratitude, his appearance 


and converſation ſeemed to entitle him to ſomewhat 


more. He was about the age of two and twenty, among 


the talleſt of the middle ſize; had cheſnut coloured hair, 


which he wore tied up in a ribbon; a high poliſhed fore- 
head, a noſe inclining to the aquiline, lively blue eyes, 
red pouting lips, teeth as white as ſnow, and a certain 
| openneſs of countenance but what need I deſcribe any 
more particulars of his perſon ? I hope you will do me 
the juſtice to believe I do not flatter, when I ſay he was 
the exact reſemblance of you; and, if I had not been well 
acquainted with his family and pedigree, I ſhould have 
made no ſcruple of concluding that you was his brother. 
He ſpoke little, and ſeemed to have no reſerve ; for what 
he ſaid was ingenuous, ſenſible, and uncommon. In 
| ſhort, ſaid ſhe, burſting into tears, he was formed for the 
ruin of our ſex. His behaviour was modeſt and reſpect- 
ful; but his looks were ſo ſignificant, that I could eaſily 
obſerve he ſecretly bleſſed the occaſion that introduced 
him to my acquaintance. We learned from his diſcourſe _ 
that he was the eldeſt ſon of a wealthy gentleman in the _ 
neighbourhood, to whoſe name we were no ſtrangers; 


that he had been to viſit an acquaintance in the country, 


from whoſe houſe he was returning home when my 
| ſhrieks brought him to my reſcue. All night long my 
imagination formed a thouſand ridiculous expectations. 
There was ſo much of knight-errantry in this gentle- 
man's coming to the relief of a damſel in diſtreſs, with | 


whom he immediately became enamoured, that all I had 


read of love and chivalry recurred to my fancy, and 1 
looked upon myſelf as a princeſs in ſome region of ro- 
mance, who, being delivered from the power of a brutal 
giant or ſatyr by a generous Oroondates, was bound in 

gratitude, as well as led by inclination, to yield my at- 


teQtions to him without reſerve, In vain did I endea- 
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- your to chaſtiſe theſe fooliſh conceits, by reflections more 
reaſonable and ſevere. The amuſing images took full 


poſſeſſion of my mind, and my dreams repreſented my 


hero ſighing at my feet in the language of a deſpairing 
lover. Next morning after breakfaſt he took his leave, 


when my father begged the favour of further acquaint- 


ance with him; to which requeſt he replied by a com- 
pliment to him, and a look to me ſo full of eloquence 


and tenderneſs, that my whole ſoul received the ſoft im- 
preſſion. In a ſhort time he repeated his viſt ; and, as 
a recital of the particular ſteps he purſued to ruin me 
would be too tedious and impertinent, let it ſuffice to 
ſay, he made it his buſineſs to infinuate himſelf into my 
eſteem, by convincing me of his own good ſenſe, and at 
the ſame time flattering my underſtanding. This taſk 
he performed in the molt artful manner, by ſeeming to 
contradict me often through miſapprehenſion, that I might 
have an opportunity of clearing myſelf the more to my 
own honour. Having thus ſecured my good opinion, he 
began to give me ſome tokens of a particular paſſion, 
founded on a veneration for the qualities of my mind, 


and, as an accidental ornament, admired the beauties of 


my perſon z-till at length, being fully perſuaded of his 


_ conqueſt, he choſe a proper ſeaſon for the theme, and diſ- 
cloſed his love in terms ſo ardent and ſincere, that it was 


impoſſible for me to diſguiſe the ſentiments of my heart, 
and he received my approbation with the moſt lively tran- 


ſport. After this mutual declaration, we contrived to 


meet more frequently, in private interviews, where we 
enjoyed the converſation of one another, in all the eleva- 
tion of fancy and impatience of hope, that reciprocal ado- - 


ration can inſpire. He profeſſed his honourable inten- 


tions, of which I made no queſtion, lamented the avaricious 


diſpoſition of his father, who had deſtined him for the 


arms of another, and vowed eternal fidelity with ſuch an 
appearance of candour and devotion, that I became a dupe 
to his deceit, and, in an evil hour, crowned his eager de- 
| fire with full poſſeſſion, —Curſed be the day on which I 
gave away my innocence and peace for a momentary gra- 
tification, which has entailed upon me ſuch miſery and 
horror! curſed be my beauty, that firſt attracted the at- 


tention of the ſeducer ! curſed be my education, that, by 
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refining my ſentiments, made my heart the more ſuſcep- 
tible ! curſed be my good ſenſe, that fixed me to one ob- 
ject, and taught me the preference J enjoyed was but my 
due | Had I been ugly, nobody would have tempted me ; 
had I been ignorant, the charms of my perſon would not 
have atoned for the coarſeneſs of my converſation ; had I 

been giddy, my vanity would have divided my inclinations, 
and my ideas would have been ſo diffuſed, that I ſhould 


never have liſtened to the enchantments of one alone. 


Bur, to return to my unfortunate ſtory ; we gave a looſe 
to guilty pleaſure, which, for ſome months, baniſhed ever 
other concern. At laſt, by degrees, his viſits became leſs 
frequent, and his behaviour leſs warm: I perceived his 
coldneſs—my, heart took the alarm—my tears reproached 
hin—and I inſiſted upon the performance of his promiſe 
to eſpouſe me, that, whatever ſhould happen, my reputa- 


tion might be ſafe. He ſeemed to acquieſce in my pro- 
poſal, and left me on pretence of finding a proper clergy- 
man to unite us in the bands of wedlock. But, alas! the 
inconſtant had no intention to return. I waited a whole 


week with the utmoſt impatience z ſometimes doubting his 


honour, at other times inventing excuſes for him, and con- 
demning myſelf for harbouring the leaſt ſuſpicion of his 


faith. At length, I underſtood from a genileman who 


_ dined at our houſe, that this perfidious wretch was on the 
point'of ſetting out for London with his bride, to buy 
clothes for their approaching nuptials. This information 
diſtracted me! the more fo, as I found myſelf ſome months 

gone with child, and reflected, that it would be impoſlible 


to conceal my diſgrace, which would not only ruin the 
character I had acquired in the country, but alſo bring 


the gray hairs of an indulgent parent with ſorrow to the 
grave. Rage took poſſeſſion of my ſoul; I denounced a 

| thouſand imprecations, and formed as many ſchemes of 
revenge againſt the traitor who had undone me ! Then 
my reſentment would ſubſide to filent ſorrow. I recalled | 
the tranquillity I had loſt, I wept over my infatuation, and 
| ſometimes a ray of hope would intervene, and for a mo- 


ment cheer my drooping heart; I would revolve all the 


favourable circumſtances of his character, repeat the vows 
he made, aſcribe his abſence to the vigilance of a ſuſpicious | 


father, who compelled him to a match his foul abborred, | 
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and comfort myſelf with the expectation of ſeeing him 


before the thing ſhould be brought to any terms of agree- 


ment. But how vain was my imagination! The villain 
left me without remorſe; and in a few days the news of 
his marriage was ſpread all over the country. My horror 
was then inconceivable ! and had not the deſire of revenge 
diverted the reſolution, I ſhould infallibly have put an end 
to my miſerable life. My father obſerved the ſymptoms 


of my deſpair ; and, though I have good reaſon to believe 


he gueſſed the cauſe, was at a great deal of pains to ſeem 
ignorant of my affliction, while he endeavoured with pa- 
ternal fondneſs to alleviate my diſtreſs. I ſaw his con- 


cern, which increaſed my anguiſh, and raifed my fury 
againſt the author of my calamity to an implacable degree. 


Having furniſhed myſelf with a little money, I made an 


elopement from this unhappy parent in the night-time, 
and about break of day, arrived at a ſmall town, from 
whence a ſtage-coach ſet out for London, in which I em- 
barked, and next day alighted in town; the ſpirit of re- 
venge having ſupported me all the way againſt every other 
reflection. My tirit care was to hire a lodging, in which 
I kept myſelf very retired, having aſſumed a feigned name, 
that my character and ſituation might be the better con- 


cealed. It was not long before I found out the houſe of 


my raviſher, whither I immediately repaired in a tranſport 


of rage, determined to act ſome deſperate deed for the ſa- 


tisfaction of my deſpair, though the hurry of my ſpirits 


would not permit me to concert or reſolve upon a parti- 


cular plan. When I demanded admiſſion to Lothario (ſo 


let me call him), I was deſired to ſend up my name and : 
_ buſineſs; but this I refuſed, telling the porter I had buſi- 
neſs for his maſter's private ear. Upon which I was con- 


_ ducted into a parlour until he ſhould be informed of my 


requeſt, There I remained about a quarter of an hour, : 
when a ſervant entered, and told me his maſter was en- 
gaged with company, and begged to be excuſed at that 


time. My temper could hold out no longer: I pulled a 


poignard from my boſom where I had concealed it, and, 

| ruſhing out, flew up ſtairs like a fury, exclaiming, Where 
s this perfidious villain ! could I once plunge this dagger 
mto his falſe heart, I ſhould then die ſatisfied.” Ihe 
noiſe I made alarmed not only the ſeryants, but the com- 
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pany alſo, who, hearing my threats, came forwards to the 
ſtaircaſe to ſee what was the matter. I was ſeized, diſ- 
armed, and withheld by two footmen; and, in this ſitua- 
tion, felt the moſt exquiſite torture in beholding my un- 
_ doer approach with his young wife. I could not endure 
the ſight, was deprived of my ſenſes, and fell into a ſevere 
fit, during which I know not how I was treated; but 
when I recovered the uſe of reflection, found myſelf on a 
bed in a paltry apartment, where I was attended by an old 
woman, who aſked a thouſand impertinent queſtions re- 
lating to my condition; and informed me that my beha- 
viour had thrown the whole family into confuſion ; that 
Lothario affirmed I was mad, and propoſed to have me 
ſent to Bedlam ; but my lady perſuaded herſelf there was 
more in my conduct than he cared ſhould be known, and 
had taken to her bed on bare ſuſpicion, having firſt or- 
dered that I ſhould be narrowly looked to. I heard all 


| ſhe ſaid without making any other reply, than deſiring ſhe 
_ would do me the favour to call a chair; but this, ſhe told 
= me, could not be done without her maſter's conſent, which, 
1 | however, was eafily procured, and I was conveyed to my 
| _ own lodgings in a ſtate of mind that baffles all deſcription. 
4 The agitation of my thoughts produced a fever, which 
4 brought on a miſcarriage; and J believe it is well for my 
= _ conſcience that Heaven thus diſpoſed of my burden; for, 
Fi | let me own to you with penitence and horror, if I had 
_ ny brought a living child into the world, my frenzy would 
= have prompted me to ſacrifice the little innocent to my 
— - reſentment of the father's infidelity” © l. 
1 After this event, my rage abated, and my hate be- 
3 came more deliberate and calm: when, one day, my 
1 landlady informed me, that there was a gentleman below | 
= | who deſired to ſee me, he having ſomething of conſe- 
AM | quence to impart, which he was ſure would contribute 
4 to my peace of mind. I was exceedingly alarmed at this 
18 declaration, which I attempted to interpret a thouſand 
— ways; and before I came to any determination he en- 
_ | tered my room, with an apology for intruding upon me 
-*2 _ againſt my knowledge or conſent. I ſurveyed him ſome = 
4 time, and not being able to recollect his face, demanded, - 
nl with a faltering accent, what his buſineſs was with me? 
= Upon which he defired 1 would give him a particular | 
i 
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audience, and he did not doubt of communicating ſome- 
thing that would conduce to my ſatisfaction and repoſe. 
As I thought myſelf ſufficiently guarded againſt any 
violence, I granted his requeſt, and bid the woman with- 
draw. The ftranger then advancing, gave me to under- 
ſtand, that he was well acquainted with the particulars 
of my ſtory, having been informed of them from Lotha- 
rio's own mouth; that, from the time he knew my miſ- 
fortunes, he had entertained a deteſtation for the author 
of them; which had of late been increaſed and inflamed 
to a defire of revenge, by a piece of diſhonourable conduct = 
towards him; that, hearing of my melancholy ſituation, 
he had come with an intention of offering his aſſiſtance 
and comfort, and was ready to eſpouſe my quarrel, and 
| forthwith take vengeance on my ſeducer, provided I would 
grant him one conſideration, which, he hoped, I ſhould 
| fee no reaſon to refuſe. Had all the artifice of hell been 
employed in compoſing a perſuaſive, it could not have 
had a more inſtantaneous or tavourable effect than this 
| diſcourſe had upon me. I was tranſported with a delirium 
of gloomy joy; I hugged my companion in my arms, and 
_ vowed, that if he would make good his promiſe, my foul 
and body ſhould be at his diſpoſal. The contract was 
made; he devoted himſelf to my revenge, undertook to 
murder Lothario that very night, and to bring me an ac- 
count of his death before morning. Accordingly, about 
two of the clock, he was introduced to my chamber, and 


aſſured me, my perfidious lover was no more; that al- 


though he was not entitled to ſuch an honourable pro- 
ceeding, he had fairly challenged him to the field, & zag 
he upbraided him with his treachery towards me, for 
whom (he told me) his ſword was drawn, and after a few | 
paſſes left him weltering in his blood. I was ſo ſavaged 
by my wrongs, that I delighted in the recital of this ad- 
venture, made him repeat the particulars, feaſted my eyes 
with the blood that remained on his clothes and ſword, 
and yielded up my body as a recompenſe for the ſervice 
he had done me. My imagination was ſo engroſſed with 
| thele ideas, that in my fleep I dreamed Lothario appeared 
before me, pale, mangled, and bloody, blamed my raſn- 
neſs, proteſted his innocence, and pleaded his own cauſe 
= ſo pathetically, that I was convinced of his fidelity, and 
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waked 1n a fit of horror and remorſe. My bedfellow en. 
deavoured to ſooth, conſole, and perſuade me that I had 
but barely done juſtice to myſelf. I dropt aſleep again, 
and the {ame apparition returned to my fancy. In ſhort, 
I paſſed the night in great miſery, and looked upon my 


avenger with ſuch abhorrence, that, in the morning, per- 
ceiving my averſion, he infinuated there was ſtill a poſ- 
{bility of Lothario's recovery; it was true, he left him 


wounded on the ground, but not quite dead; and per- 


| haps his hurts might not be mortal. At theſe words, I 
ſtarted up, bade him fly for intelligence, and, if he could 


not bring me tidings of Lothario's ſafety, at leaſt conſult 


his own, and never return, for I was reſolved to ſurrender 


myſelf to juſtice, and declare all that I knew of the affair, 


that, if poſſible, I might expiate my own guilt, by incur- 
ring the rigours of a ſincere repentance and ignominous' 
death. He very coolly repreſented the unreaſonableneſs 


of my prejudice againſt him, who had done nothing but 
what his love of me inſpired, and honour juſtified : That 


now he had, at the riſk of his life, been ſubſervient to 


my revenge, I was about to diſcard him as an infamous 


agent occaſionally neceſſary ; and that, even if he ſhould 
be ſo lucky as to bring news of Lothario's ſafety, it was 
_ probable my former reſentment might revive, and I would 
upbraid him of having failed in his undertaking. I affured | 
him, that, on the contrary, he ſhould be dearer to me than 
ever, as I then ſhould be convinced he acted more on the 
principles of a man of honour than on thoſe of a mercenary 
aſſaſſin, and ſcorned to take away the life of an adverſary 
(how inveterate ſoever) which fortune had put in his power. 
„Well then, Madam (ſaid he), whatever may have hap- 
pened, I ſhall find it no difficult matter to acquit myſelt | 
in point of honour.” And took his leave, in order to in- 


quire into the conſequences of his duel. I was now more 
ſenſible than ever of the degrees of guilt and miſery ; all 


the affliction I had ſuffered hitherto was owing to my own 
. credulity and weakneſs, and my conſcience could not ac- 
cuſe me of venial crimes; but now that I looked upon 
myſelf as a murderer, it is impoſſible to expreſs the ter- 
rors of my imagination, which was inceſſantly haunted by 
the image of the deceaſed, and my boſom ſtung with the 
moſt exquiſite agonies, of which I ſaw no end. At 
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length Horatio (for ſo I ſhall call my keeper) returned, 
and, telling me I had nothing to fear, delivered into my 
hands a billet, containing theſe words : 


« As I underſtand it 1s of conſequence to your peace, 


I take this liberty to inform you, that the wounds receiv- 


ed from Horatio are not mortal. This ſatisfaction m 


humanity could not deny, even to a perſon who has en- 


deavourcd to diſturb the repoſe, as well as deſtroy the life 


9 FER? LorhARIO.“ 


Being well acquainted with this hand, I had no reaſon _ 


to ſuſpect an impoſition in this letter, which I read over 


and over with a tranſport of joy, and carefſed Horatio ſo 
much, that he appeared the happueſt man alive. Thus 


was I won from deſpair by the menaces of a greater miſ- 


fortune than that which depreſſed me. Griefs are like 

uſurpers, the moſt powerful depoſes all the reſt. But my 

raptures were not laſting ; that very letter which in a 
manner re-eſtabliſhed my tranquillity, in a little time ba- 
niſhed my peace. His unjuſt reproaches, while they 
waked my reſentment, recalled my former happineſs, and 


filled my ſoul with rage and ſorrow. Horatio, perceiving 


the ſituation of my mind, endeavoured to divert my 
_ chagrin, by treating me. with all the amuſements and en- 
| tertainments of the town. I was gratified with every in- 
dulgence I could deſire, introduced into the company of 
other kept-miſtreſſes, by whom an uncommon deference 
was paid to me; and I began to loſe all remembrance of 
my former condition, when an accident brought it back 
to my view, with all its intereſting circumſtances. Di- 
verting myſelf one day with ſome newſpapers, which I 
| had not before peruſed, the following advertiſement at- 


_ tracted my attention: 


© Whereas a young gentlewoman diſappeared from her 
— father's houſe in the county of ———, about the end of 
September, on account, as is ſuppoſed, of ſome uncaſi- | 
_ neſs of mind, and has not been as yet heard of: Who- 
ever will give any information about her to Mr. —— _ 
of Gray's Inn, ſhall be handſomely rewarded ; or if ſhe 
will return to the arms of her diſconſolate parent, ſhe will 
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be received with the utmoſt tenderneſs, whatever reaſon 
ſhe may have to think otherwiſe, and may be the means 
of prolonging the life of a father, already weighed down 
almoſt to the grave with age and ſorrow.” 

This pathetic remonſtrance had ſuch an effect on me, 
that I was fully reſolved to return, like the prodigal fon, 


and implore the forgiveneſs of him who gave me life; but 
alas! upon inquiry, I found he had paid his debt to na- 
ture a month before, lamenting my abſence to his laſt 
hour, having left his fortune to a ſtranger, as a mark of 
bis reſentment of my unkind and undutiful behaviour. 
Penetrated with remorſe on this occaſion, I ſunk into the 


moſt profound melancholy, and conſidered myſelf as the 


immediate cauſe of his death. I loſt all reliſh for company, 


and indeed moſt of my acquaintance no ſooner perceived 


muy change of temper, than they abandoned me. Horatio, 
_ diſguſted at my inſenſibility, or, which is more probable, 


cloyed with poſſeſſion, became colder and colder every day, 


till at laſt he left me altogether, without making any apo- 
logy for his conduct, or ſecuring me againſt the miſeries 
of want, as a man of honour ought to have done, confider- 
ing the ſhare he had in my ruin; for I afterwards learn- 
ed that the quarrel between Lothario and him was a ſtory 
_ trumped up to rid the one of my importunities, and give 
the other the enjoyment of my perſon, which, it feems, 
he luſted after, upon ſeeing me at the houſe of my ſeducer. 
Reduced to this extremity, I curſed my own ſimplicity, 
| _ uttered horrid imprecations againſt the treachery of Hora- 


tio; and, as I became every day more familiarized to 


the loſs of innocence, reſolved to be revenged on the ſex 


in general, by practiſing their own arts upon themſelves. 


Nor was an opportunity long wanting; an old gentle- 
woman, under pretence of ſympathizing, viſited me, and, 
after having condoled me on my misfortunes, and profel- 
| ſed a difintereſted friendſhip, began to diſplay the art of 
her occupation in encomiums on my beauty, and invec- 


tives againſt the wretch who had forſaken me; inſinuat- 


ing withal, that it would be my own fault if I did not 

| ſtill make my fortune by the extraordinary qualifications = 

with which nature had endowed me. I ſoon underſtood 

her drift, and gave her ſuch encouragement to explain 
herſelf, that we came to an agreement immediately to di- 


RODERICK RANDOM. - 143 


vide the profits of my proſtitution aceruing from ſuch gal- 
lants as ſhe ſhould introduce to my acquaintance. The 
firſt ſtroke of my diſſimulation was practiſed upon a cer- 
tain judge, to whom I was recommended by this matron 
as an innocent creature juſt arrived from the country. 
He was ſo tranſported with my appearance and feigned 
ſimplicity, that he paid a hundred guineas for the poſſeſ- 
ſion of me for one night only, during which I behaved 
in ſuch a manner as to make him perfectly well- pleaſed 
with his purchaſe. N ©: 


„936 
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© CHAPTER XXIII. 


She is interrupted by a bailiff, who arreſts and carries her to the Mar- 

| ſhalſea—l accompany her—bring witneſſes to prove ſhe is not the per- 

| ſon named in the writ—the bailiff is fain to give her a preſent, and 

_ diſcharge her—we ſhift our lodging—ſhe reſumes her ſtory, and ends 
it—my reflections thereupon—ſhe makes me acquainted with the pro- 

| 3 of a common N of the town —reſolves to quit that way of 


He ſtory was here interrupted by a rap at the door, 
which I no ſooner opened, than three or four terrible 
fellows ruſhed in, one of whom accoſted my fellow-lodg- 
er thus: Madam, your ſervant, you muſt do me the 
_ favour to come along with me have got a writ againſt 
you.” While the bailiff (for ſo he was) ſpoke thus, his 
| followers ſurrounded the priſoner, and began to handle 
her very roughly. This treatment incenſed me ſo much, 
that I ſnatched up the poker, and would certainly have 
| uſed it in defence of the lady, without any regard to the 
ſtrength and number of her adverſaries, had ſhe not beg- 
 ged me, with a compoſure of countenance for which I 
could not account, to uſe no violence in her behalf, which 
could be of no ſervice to her, but might be very detri- 
mental to myſelf. Then turning to the leader of this for- 
midable troop, ſhe defired to ſee the writ, and having 
peruſed it, faid, with a faultering voice, „I am not the 
perſon whoſe name is here mentioned; arreſt me at your 
Peril.” © Ay, ay, Madam (replied the catchpole), we ſhall 
prove your identity. In the mean time whether will you 
de pleaſed to be carried to my houſe, or to jail ?” If I 
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muſt be confined (aid ſhe), I would rather be in our 


houſe than in a common jail.” „ Well, well (anſwered 


he), if you have money enough in your pocket, you ſhall 


be entertained like a princeſs.” But when ſhe acquainted 
him with her poverty, he ſwore he never gave cerdit, 
and ordered one of his myrmidons to call a coach, to car- 
ry her to the Marſhalſea at once. While they waited for 


the convenience, ſhe took me aſide, and bade me be un- 


der no concern on her account, for ſhe knew how to ex- 


tricate herſelf from this difficulty very ſoon, and perhaps 
gain ſomething by the occaſion. Although her diſcourſe 
was a myſtery to me, I was very well pleaſed with her 
aſſurance, and, when the coach came to the door, offer- 
ed to accompany her to priſon; to which propoſal, after 
much entreaty, ſhe conſented. When we arrived at the 


gate of the Marſhalſea, our conductor alighted, and hav- 


ing demanded entrance, preſented the writ to the turn- 
key, who no ſooner perceived the name of Elizabeth Ca- 


ry, than he cried, “ Ah hah ! my old acquaintance Bett! 


I am glad to ſee thee with all my heart.” So ſaying, he 
opened the coach door, and helped her to diſmount; but 
when he obſerved her face, he ſtarted back, ſaying, 
„- dds! who have we got here!“ The bailiff, alarmed 
at this interrogation, cried, with ſome emotion, © Who 
the devil ſhould it be, but the priſoner Elizabeth Cary!“ 
The turnkey replied, That Elizabeth Cary! Tl be dd 
if that's Elizabeth Cary, more than my grandmother. 
D- n my blood, I know Bett Cary as well as if I had 
made her.” Here the lady thought fit to interpoſe, and 
tell the catchpole, if he had taken her word for it at firſt, 
he might have ſaved himſelf and her a great deal of trou- 
ble. It may be fo, (anſwered he), but by G—d, III 
have further evidence that you are not the perſon before 
you and J part.” „ Yes, yes (ſaid ſhe), you ſhall have 
further evidence to your coſt.” Then we adjourned into 
the lodge, and called for a bottle of wine, where my con- 
| panion wrote a direction to two of her acquaintance, and 
| begged the favour of me to go to their lodgings, and re- 
| queſt them to come to her immediately. I found them 


together at a houſe in Bridges Street, Drury Lane; and as 
they were luckily unengaged, they ſet out with me in a 


hackney-coach, without heſitation, after I had related the 
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circumſtances of the affair, which flattered them with the 
hopes of ſeeing a bailiff trounced ; for there is an antipa- 
thy as natural between the whores and bailiffs, as that 
{ubſiſting between mice and cats. Accordingly, when 
they entered the lodge, they embraced the priſoner very 
affectionately by the name of Nancy Williams, and aſked 
how long ſhe had been nabbed, and for what ? On hear- 
ing the particulars of her adventure repeated, they offer- 
ed to ſwear before a juſtice of peace, that ſhe was not the 
perſon mentioned in the writ, whom, it ſeems, they all 
| knew; but the bailiff, who was by this time convinced 
of his miſtake, told them he would not put them to that 
trouble. Ladies (faid he), there's no harm done—you 
mall give me leave to treat you with another bottle, and 
then we'll part friends.” This propoſal was not at all re- 
liſhed by the ſiſterhood ; and Miſs Williams told him, 
ſure he did not imagine her ſuch a fool, as to be ſatisfied 
with a paltry glaſs of four wine. Here the turnkey inter- 
rupted her, by affirming with an oath, that the wine was 
as good as ever was tipped over tongue. Well (conti- 
nued ſhe), that may be—but was it the belt of cham- _ 
paign, it is no recompenſe for the damage I have ſuffered 
both in character and health, by being wrongfully dragged 
to jail. At this rate no innocent perſon is ſafe, ſince an of- 
ſicer of juſtice, out of malice, private pique, or miſtake, 
may injure and oppreſs the ſubject with impunity : But, 
thank, heaven, I live under the protection of laws that 
will not ſuffer ſuch inſults to paſs unpuniſhed, and I know _ 
very well how to procure redreſs.” Mr. Vulture (for 
that was the bailiff's name), finding he had to deal with one 
who would not be impoſed upon, began to look very tul- 
len and perplexed, and leaning his forchead on his hand, 
entered into a deliberation with himſelf, which laſted a 
_ few minutes, and then broke out in a volley of dreadfut 
_ curſes againſt the old b—ch our landlady (as he called 
| Her), for having miſinformed him. After much wrang- 
ling and ſwearing, the matter was referred to the decilion 
of the turnkey, Who, calling ſor the other bottle, mulct- 
ed the bailiff in all the liquor that had been drank, coach- 
hire, and a couple of guineas for the ule of the plaintiff. 
The money was immediately depoſited; Miſs Williams 


- gratified the two evidences with one half, and, putting 
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the other in her pocket, drove home with me, leaving the 
catchpole grumbling over his loſs, yet pleaſed in the main, 
for having ſo cheaply got clear of a buſineſs that might 
have coſt him ten times the ſum, and his place to boot. 
This guinea was a very ſeaſonable relief to us, who were 
reduced to great neceſſity, fix of my ſhirts, and almoſt 
all my clothes, except thoſe on my back, having been 
either pawned or fold for our maintenance before this 
happened. As we reſented the behaviour of our landla- 
dy, our firſt care was to provide ourſelves with another 
lodging, whither we removed next day, with an inten- 
tion to keep ourſelves as retired as poſſible, until our cure 
ſhould be completed. When we were fixed in our new 
| habitation, I entreated her to finiſh the ſtory of her life, 
which the purſued in this manner: EE 


Tux ſucceſs of our experiment on the judge, encoura- 
ged us to practiſe the ſame deceit on others, and my vir- 
ginity was five times fold to good purpoſe: But this harveſt 

laſted not long, my character taking air, and my directreſs 

deſerting me for ſome new game. Then I took lodgings 
near Charing Croſs, at two guineas per week, and began to 
entertain company in a public manner: But my income 
being too ſmall to defray my expence, I was obliged to re- 
trench, and enter into articles with the porters of certain 
_ taverns, who undertook to find employment enough for me, 
provided I would ſhare my profits with them. According- 
ly, I was almoſt every night engaged with company, a- 
mong whom I was expoſed to every mortification, danger, 
and abuſe, that flow from drunkenneſs, brutality, and dit- 
_ eaſe. How miſerable is the condition of a courtezan, whole 
buſineſs it is to ſooth, ſuffer, and obey the dictates of rage, 
inſolence, and luſt! As my ſpirit was not ſufficiently 
humbled to the will, nor my temper calculated for the con- 
verſation of my gallants, it was impoſſible for me to over- 
come an averſion I felt for my profeſſion, which manifeſt- 
ed itfelf in a ſettled gloom on my countenance, and diſ- 
guſted thoſe ſons of mirth and riot ſo much, that I was | 
frequently uſed in a ſhocking manner, and kicked down 
ſtairs with diſgrace. The meſſengers ſeeing me diſagree- 
able to their benefactors and employers, ſeldom troubled _ 
me with a call, and I began to find myſelf almoſt totally 
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neglected. To contribute towards my ſupport, I was 
fain to ſell my watch, rings, trinkets, with the beſt part 
of my clothes; and I was one evening muſing by myſelf 
on the miſery before me, when I received a meſſage from 
a bagnio, whither I repaired in a chair, and was intro- 
duced to a gentleman dreſſed like an officer, with whom 
J ſupped in a ſumptuous manner, and, after drinking a 
| hearty glaſs of champaign, went to bed. In the morning, 
when I awoke, I found my gallant had got up, and, 
drawing aſide the curtain, could not perceive him in the 
room. This circumſtance gave me ſome uneaſineſs; but 
as he might have retired on ſome neceſſary occaſion, I 
waited a full hour for his return, and then in the greateſt 
perplexity roſe up, and rung the bell. When the waiter 
came to the door, he found it locked, and deſired admit- 
tance, which I granted, after obſerving, with great ſur- 
priſe, that the key remaining on the inſide, as when we 
went to bed. I no ſooner inquired for the captain, than 
the fellow, ſtaring with a diſtracted look, cried, * How, 
madam ! is he not a-bed?“ And when he was ſatisgfhed 
as to that particular, ran into a cloſet adjoining to the 
chamber, the window of which he found open. Through 
this the adventurer had got upon a wall, from whence he 
dropped down into a court, and eſcaped, leaving me to 
be anſwerable, not only for the reckoning, but allo for a 
large filver tankard and poſſet bowl, which he had carried 
off with him. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the conſterna- 
tion I was under, when I ſaw myſelf detained as a thief's 
accomplice z for I was looked upon in that light, and car- 
ried before a juſtice, who, miſtaking my confuſion for a 
ſign of guilt, committed me, after a thort examination, to 
Bridewell, having adviſed me, as the only means to ſave _ 
my life, to turn evidence, and impeach my confederate. 
I now concluded the vengeance of heaven had overtaken 
me, and that I muſt ſoon finith my career by an ignomi- 
nious death. This reflection ſunk fo deep into my ſoul, 
that I was for ſome days deprived of my reafon, and ac- 
tually believed myſelf in hell, tormented by fiends : In- 
deed there needs not a very extravagant imagination to 
form that idea; ſor, of all the ſcenes on earth, that of 
Bridewell approaches neareſt the notion I had always en- 
 fertained of the infernal regions. Here I ſaw nothing but 
Ms =o . 
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rage, anguiſh, and impiety ; and heard nothing but groans, 


curſes, and blaſphemy. In the midſt of this helliſh crew, 
I was ſubjected to the tyranny of a barbarian, who im- 


poſed upon me taſks that I could not poſſibly perform, 
and then puniſhed my incapacity with the utmoſt rigour 


and inhumanity. I was often whipped into a ſwoon, and 


laſhed out of it, during which miſerable intervals I wag 


robbed by my fellow-priſoners of every thing about me, 
even to my Cap, ſhoes, and ſtockings: I was not only 
deſtitute of neceſſaries, but even of food; ſo that my 
wretchedneſs was extreme. Not one of my acquaintance, 


to whom I imparted my ſituation, would grant me the 
leaſt ſuccour or regard, on pretence of my being commit- 
ted for theft; and my landlord refuſed to part with ſome 


of my own clothes, which I ſent for, becauſe I was in- 
debted to him for a week's lodging. Overwhelmed with 


calamity, I grew deſperate, and reſolved to put an end to 
my grievances and life together : For this purpoſe I got 
up in the middle of the night, when I thought every body 
round me aſleep ; and fixing one end of my handkerchief 
to a large hook in the cieling, that ſupported the ſcales 
on which the hemp is weighed, I ſtood upon a chair, and 
making a nooſe on the other end, put my neck into it, 
with an intention to hang myſelf ; bur before I could ad- 
Juſt the knot, I was ſurpriſed and prevented by two wo- 
men who had been awake all the while, and ſuſpected 
my deſign, In the morning my attempt was publiſhed 


among the priſoners, and puniſhed with thirty ſtripes ; 


the pain of which co-operating with my diſappointment 
and diſgrace, bereft me of my lenſes, and threw me into 
an ecſtaſy of madneſs, during which I tore the fleſh fron. 
my bones with my teeth, and daſhed my head againſt the 
pavement : So that they were obliged to ſet a watch over 
me, to reſtrain me from doing further miſchief to mylelt 
and others. This fit of frenzy continued three days, at 
the end of which I grew calm and ſullen ; but, as the de- 
fire of making away with myſelf {till remained, I came to 

a determination of ſtarving myſelf to death, and with that 
view refuſed all ſuſtenance. Whether it was owing to the 
want of oppoſition, or to the weakneſs of nature, I know 
not, but on the ſecond day of my fiſt, I found my re- 


folution conſiderably impaired, and the calls of hunger al- 
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moſt inſupportable. At this critical conjuncture, a lady 
was brought into the priſon, with whom J had contracted 
an acquaintance while I lived with Horatio: She was 
then on the ſame footing as I was, but afterwards quar- 
relling with her gallant, and not finding another to her 
mind, altered her ſcheme of life, and ſet up a coffee- 
houſe among the hundreds of Drury, where the enter- 
tained gentlemen with claret, arrack, and the choice of 
| half a dozen of damſels, who lived in her houſe. This 
ſerviceable matron having neglected to gratify a certain 
- Juſtice for the connivance ſhe enjoyed, was indicted at 
the quarter ſeſſions, in conſequence of which her bevy) 
was diſperſed, and herſelf committed to Bridewell. She 
had not been long there, before ſhe learned my diſaſter, 
and coming up to me, after a compliment of condolence, 
inquired into the particulars of my fate. While we were 
engaged in diſcourſe together, the maſter came and told 
me, that the fellow on whoſe account I had ſuffered, was 
taken; that he had confeſſed the theft, and cleared me of 
any concern in the affair; for which reaſon, he, the maſ— 
ter, had orders to diſcharge me; and that I was from 
that moment free. This piece of news ſoon baniſhed all 
thoughts of death, and had ſuch an inſtantaneous effect _ 


on my countenance, that Mrs. Coupler (the lady then 


preſent), hoping to find her account in me, very gene- 
roufly offered to furnith me with what neceſſaries I want- _ 
ed, and take me into her own houſe, as ſoon as ſhe 
ſhould compromiſe matters with the juſtices. The con- 
ditions of her offer were, that I ſhould pay three guineas 
weekly for my board, and a reaſonable conſideration be- 
ſides for the uſe of ſuch clothes and ornaments as ſhe 
ſhould ſupply me with, to be deducted from the firſt pro- 
fits of my embraces. Theſe were hard terms; but not 
to be rejected by one who was turned out helpleſs and 
naked into the wide world, without a friend to pity or 
aſſiſt her. I therefore embraced her propoſal ; and ſhe 
being bailed in a few hours, took me home with her in a 

coach. As I was by this time conſcious of having for- 
merly diſguſted my admirers by my reſerved and haughty 
behaviour, I now endeavoured to conquer that diſpoſi- 
don; and the ſudden change of my fortune giving men 
llow of ſpirits, I appeared in the moſt winning aud gay 
3 5 : En — 
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manner I could aſſume. Having the advantage of a good 
voice and education, I exerted my talents to the utter- 
moſt, and ſoon became the favourite with all company. 
'Fhis ſucceſs alarmed the pride and jealouſy of Mrs. 
Coupler, who could not bear the thoughts of being eclipſ. 
ed: She therefore made a merit of her envy, and hiſ- 
pered among the cuſtomers that I was unſound. There 
needed no more to ruin my reputation, and blaſt my 


Proſperity ; every body ſhunned me with marks of aver- 


ſion and diſdain ; and, in a very ſhort time, I was as foli- 
tary as ever. Want of gallants was attended with want 
of money to ſatisfy my malicious landlady, who, having 
purpoſely given me credit to the amount of eleven pounds, 
took out a writ againſt me, and I was arreſted in her own 
| houſe. Though the room was crowded with people, when 
the bailiff entered, not one of them had compaſhon enough 
to mollify my proſecutrix, far leſs to pay the debt. They 
even laughed at my tears; and one of them bade me be of 
good cheer, for I ſhould not want admirers in Newgate. At 
that inſtant, a ſea lieutenant came in, and ſeeing my plight, 
began to inquire into the circumſtances of my misfortune ;_ 
when this wit adviſed him to keep clear of me, for I was 
_ a fire-ſhip. © A fire-ſhip! (replied the ſailor), more like 
a poor galley in diſtreſs, that has been boarded by ſuch a 
fire-ſhip as you; if ſo be as that is the caſe, ſhe ſtands in 
more need of aſſiſtance. Hark'ee, my girl, how far have 
you over-run the conſtable ?”? I told him, that the debt 
amounted to eleven pounds, beſides the expence of the 
writ—* An' that be all (ſaid he), you ſhan't go to the bil- 
boes this bout.” And taking out his purſe, paid the mo- 
ney, diſcharged the bailiff, and telling me I had got into 


the wrong port, adviſed me to ſeek out a more convenient 


harbour, where I could be ſafely hove down, for which 
purpoſe he made me a preſent of five guineas more. I 
was ſo touched with this ſingular piece of generoſity, that, 
for ſome time, I had not power to thank him. However, 
as ſoon as I had recollected myſelf, I begged the favour _ 
of him to go with me to the next tavern, where I explained F 
the nature of my diſaſter, and convinced him of the falſe- 

| hood of what was reported to my prejudice ſo cffectually, _ 
that he from that moment attached himſelf to me; and 
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we lived in great harmony together, until he was obliged 
to go to ſea, where he periſhed in a ſtorm. 
Having loſt my benefactor, and almoſt conſumed the 
remains of his bounty, I ſaw myſelf in danger of relapſ- 
ing into my former neceſſity, and began to be very uneaſy 
at the proſpect of bailiffs and jails z when one of the ſiſter- 
hood, a little ſtale, adviſed me to take lodgings in a part 
of the town where I was unknown, and paſs for an heireſs, 
by which artifice I might entrap ſomebody to be my huſ- 
band, who would poſſibly be able to allow me an handſome _ 
maintenance, or at worſt ſcreen me from the dread and 
danger of a priſon, by becoming liable for whatever debts 
I ſhould contract. I approved of this ſcheme, towards 
the execution of which my companion clubbed her ward- 
robe, and undertook to live with me in quality of my maid ; 
with the proviſo, that ſhe ſhould be reimburſed, and hand- 
ſomely confidered out of the profits of my ſucceſs. She 
was immediately detached to look out for a convenient 
place, and that very day hired a genteel apartment in Park 
Street, whither I moved in a coach loaded with her bag- 
gage and my own. I made my firſt appearance in a blue 
_ riding-habit trimmed with filver ; and my maid acted her 
part fo artfully, that, in a day or two, my fame was ſpread 
all over the neighbourhood, and I was faid to be a rich 
| heireſs juſt arrived from the country. This report brought 

a ſwarm of gay young fellows about me; but I ſoon found 
them out to be all indigent adventurers like myſelf, who 
_ crowded to me like crows te a carrion, with a view of 
preying upon my fortune. I maintained, however, the 
appearance of wealth as long as poſſible, in hopes of gain- 
ing fome admirer more for my purpoſe; and at length at- 


tracted the regard of one who would have fatisfied my 


wiſhes; and managed matters ſo well, that a day was ac- 
tually fixed for our nuptials: In the interim, he begged 
leave to introduce an intimate friend to me; which requeſt 
281 could not refuſe, I had the extreme mortification and 
. [urpriſe to ſee next night, in that friend, my old keeper, 
Horatio; who no ſooner beheld me, than he changed co- 


lour; but had preſence of mind to advance, and falute me, 


bidding me (with a low voice) be under no apprehenſion, 
for he would not expoſe me. In ſpite of this aſſurance, I 
could not recover myſelf ſo far as to entertain them, but 
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withdrew to my chamber, on pretence of a ſevere head- 
ach, to the no ſmall concern of my adorer, who took his 
leave in the tendereſt manner, and went off with his 
tend; 54 0 CLE OO 
Having imparted my ſituation to my companion, ſhe 
found it high time for us to decamp, and that without an 
_ noiſe, becauſe we were not only indebted to our landlady, 
but alſo to ſeveral tradeſmen in the neighbourhood. Our 
retreat (therefore) was concerted and executed in this man- 
ner: Having packed up all our clothes and moveables in 
ſmall parcels, ſhe (on pretence of fetching cordials for me) 
Carried them, at ſeveral times, to the houſe of an acquaint= 
ance, where the likewiſe procured a lodging, to which we 
retired in the middle of the night, when every other body 
in the houſe was aſleep. I was now obliged to aim at 
lower game, and accordingly ſpread my nets among trades- 
people; but found them all too phlegmatic or cautious for 
my art and attractions; till at laſt I became acquainted 
with you, on whom [| practiſed all my dexterity ; not that 
believed you had any fortune, or expectation of one, but 
that I might transfer the burden of ſuch debts as I had 
incurred, or ſhould contract, from myſelf to another; and 
at the ſame time avenge myſelf of your ſex, by rendering 
miſerable one who bore ſuch reſemblance to the wretch 
who ruined me; but Heaven preſerved you from my ſnares, 
by the diſcovery you made, which was owing to the ne- 
gligence of my maid in leaving the chamber door unlocked, 
when ſhe went to buy ſugar for breakfaſt. The perſon 
in bed with me was a gentleman, whom J had allured the 
night before, as he walked homeward, pretty much ele- 
_ vated with liquor; for by this time my condition was fo 
low, that I was forced to turn out in the twilight to the 
ſtreets, in hopes of prey. When I found myſelf detected 
and forſaken by you, I was fain to move my lodging, and 
_ dwell two pair of ſtairs higher than before. My compa- 
nion, being diſappointed in her expectations, left me, to 


trade upon her own bottom, and I had no other. reſoureeg 


than to venture forth like the owls in the dark, to pick up 
a precarious and uncomfortable ſubſiſtence. I have often 
ſauntered between Ludgate Hill and Charing Croſs a whole 
winter night, expoſed not only to the inclemency of the 
weather, but likewiſe to the rage of hunger and thirſt, 


* 
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without being ſo happy as to meet with one cully; then 
creep up to my garret in a deplorable draggled condition, 
ſneak to bed, and try to bury my appetite and ſorrows in 
ſleep. When I lighted on ſome rake or tradeſman reeling 
home drunk, I frequently ſuffered the moſt brutal treat- 
ment, in ſpite of which 1 was obliged to affect gaiety and 
good humour, though my foul was ſtung with reſentment 
and diſdain, and my heart loaded with grief and affliction. 
In the courſe of theſe noCturnal adventures, I was infected 
with the diſeaſe, that, in a ſhort time, rendered me the 
object of my own abhorrence, and drove me to the retreat, 
where your benevolence reſcued me from the jaws of 
rer SE % ³ĩ KA nc 


So much candour and good ſenſe appeared in this lady's 
narration, that I made no ſcruple of believing every ſylla- 
ble of what ſhe ſaid; and expreſſed my aſtoniſhment at 
the variety of miſeries ſhe had undergone in fo little time; 
for all her misfortunes had happened within the compats. 
of two years. I compared her ſituation with my own, 


and found it a thouſand times more wretched. I had 


endured hardſhips, *tis true; my whole life had been a 
ſeries of ſuch; and when I looked forward, the proſpect 
was not much bettered; but then they were become ha- 
bitual to me, and conſequently I could bear them with leſs 

diſhculty. If one ſcheme of life ſhould not ſucceed, I 
could have recourſe to another, and ſo to a third, veering 
about to a thouſand different ſhifts, according to the 
_ emergencies of my fate, without forfeiting the dignity of 

my character beyond a power of retrieving it, or ſubject- 
ing myſelf wholly to the caprice and barbarity of the world. 

On the other hand, ſhe had known and reliſhed the ſweets 
of proſperity ; ſhe had been brought up under the wings 

of an indulgent parent, in all the delicacies to which her 

tex and rank entitled her; and, without any extravagance 
of hope, entertained herſelf with the view of uninterrupted 
happineſs through the whole ſcene of life. How fatal 
then, how tormenting, how intolerable muſt her reverſe 
of fortune be! a reverſe that not only robs her of theſe _ 
external comforts, and plunges her into all the miſeries of 
want, but alſo murders her peace of mind, and entails 
upon her the curſe of eternal iſifaray ! Of all profeſſions, 
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I pronounce that of a courtezan the moſt deplorable, and 
her of all courtezans the moſt unhappy. She allowed my 
obſervation to be juſt in the main, but at the ſame time 


affirmed, that, notwithſtanding the diſgraces which had 


fallen to her ſhare, ſhe had not been ſo unlucky in the 
condition of a proſtitute, as many others of the ſame 


community. “ I have often ſeen (ſaid ſhe), while! 
{trolled about the ſtreets at midnight, a number of naked 


wretches reduced to rags and filth, huddled together like 
{wine, in the corner of a dark alley; ſome of whom, but 


eighteen months before, I had known the favourites of 
the town, rolling in affluence, and glittering in all the 
pomp of equipage and dreſs. And indeed the gradation 
is eaſily conceived : The moſt faſhionable woman of the 
town is as liable to a contagion as one in a much hum- 
bler ſphere; ſhe infects her admirers, her ſituation is 
public; ſhe is avoided, neglected, unable to ſupport her 
_ uſual appearance, which however ſhe ſtrives to maintain 
as long as poſſible; her credit fails; ſhe is obliged to re- 
trench, and become a night-walker; her malady gains 


ground; ſhe tampers with her conſtitution, and ruins it; 


her complexion fades; ſhe grows nauſeous to every body; 
finds herſelf reduced to a ſtarving condition; is tempted 
to pick pockets; is detected; committed to Newgate, 
where ſhe remains in a miſerable condition till the is diſ- 


charged, becauſe the plaintiff will not appear to proſecute 
her. Nobody will afford her lodging; the ſymptoms of 


her diſtemper are grown outrageous ; ſhe ſues to be ad- 


mitted into an hoſpital, where ſhe is cured at the expence 


of her noſe; ſhe is turned out naked into the ſtreets, de- 


pends upon the addrefles of the loweſt claſs, is fain to al- 


lay the rage of hunger and cold with gin; degenerates in- 
to a brutal inſenſibility, rots and dies upon a dunghill. 
Miſerable wretch that I am! perhaps the ſame horrors 


are decreed for me! No (cried the, after ſome pauſe), 1 . 


hall never live to ſuch extremity of diſtreſs | my own hand : 
| thall open a way for my deliverance, before I arrive at 
| that forlorn period ! Her condition filled me with {ym- 
pathy and compaſſion ; I revered her qualifications, look- | 
ed upon her as unfortunate, not criminal, and attended 


her with ſuch cate and ſucceſs, that, in leſs than two 


months, her health, as well as my own, was perfectly re- 
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eſtabliſned. As we often conferred upon our mutual af- 
fairs, and interchanged advice, a thouſand different pro- 
jets were formed, which, upon further canvaſſing, ap- 
peared impracticable. We would have gladly gone to 
ſervice 3 but who would take us in without recommenda- 
tion? At length an expedient occurred to her, of which 
ſhe intended to lay hold; and this was, to procure with 
the firſt money ſhe ſhould earn, the homely garb of a 
country wench, go to ſome village at a good diſtance from 
town, and come up in a waggon, as a freſh girl for ſer- 
vice; by which means ſhe might be provided for in a 
manner much more ſuitable to her inclination than her 
_ preſent way of life. EE i 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


I am reduced to great miſery—aſſaulted on Tower-hill by a preſs-gang, 
who put me on board a tender—my uſage there—my arrival on board 
of the Thunder man of war, where I am put in irons, and afterwards 
releaſed by the good offices of Mr. Thomfon, who recommends me as 
aſſiſtant to the ſurgeon—he relates his own ftory, and makes me ac- 
quainted with the characters of the captain, ſurgeon, and firſt mate. 


1 APPLAUDED the reſolution of Miſs Williams, who, a 
few days after, was hired in quality of bar-keeper, by one 
of the ladies who had witneſſed in her behalf at the Mar- 
ſhalſea, and who ſince that time had got credit with a 
wine merchant, whoſe favourite ſhe was, to ſet up a con- 
venient houſe of her own. Thither my fellow-lodger re- 
paired, after having taken leave of me with a torrent of 

tears, and a thouſand proteſtations of eternal gratitude z 

aſſuring me, ſhe would remain in this ſituation no longer 

than ſhe ſhould pick up money ſufficient to put her other 
deſign in execution” f. toi, 

As for my own part, I ſaw no reſource but the army 

or navy, between which I heſitated io long, that I found 
myſelf reduced to a ſtarving condition. My ſpirit began 

to accommodate itſelf to my beggarly fate, and I became 
ſo mean as to go down towards Wapping, with an inten- 
non to inquire for an old ſchoolfellow, who, I underſtood, 
had got the command of a ſmall coaſting veſſel, then in 
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the river, and implore his aſſiſtance. But my deſtiny 
prevented this abject piece of behaviour; for, as I crofled 
Tower-wharf, a ſquat tawny fellow, with a hanger by 
his fide, and a cudgel in his hand, came up to me, call- 
ing, “Vo, ho! Brother, you mult come along with me.“ 


As I did not like his appearance, inſtead of anſwering his 


ſalutation, I quickened my pace, in hope of ridding my- 
{elf of his company; upon which he whiſtled aloud, and 
immediately another ſailor appeared before me, who laid 
hold of me by the collar, and began to drag me along. 


Not being of a humour to reliſh ſuch treatment, I diſen- 
gaged myſelf of the aſſailant, and, with one blow of my 


cudgel, laid him motionleſs on the ground; and perceiv- 
ing myſelf ſurrounded in a trice, by ten or a dozen more, 


exerted myſelf with ſuch dexterity and ſucceſs, that ſome 
of my opponents were fain to attack me with drawn cut- 
laſſes; and, after an obſtinate engagement, in which ! 


received a large wound on my head, and another on my 


left cheek, I was difarmed, taken priſoner, and carried 


on board a preſſing tender, where, after being pinioned 


like a malefactor, I was thruſt down into the hold among 
a parcel of miſerable wretches, the ſight of whom well 
nigh diſtracted me. As the commanding officer had not 
Humanity enough to order my wounds to be dreſſed, and 
I could not uſe my own hands, I defired one of my fel- 
low captives, who was unfettered, to take a handker- 
chief out of my pocket, and tie it round my head to ſtop. 
the bleeding. He pulled out my handkerchief, tis true; 


but, inſtead of applying it to the uſe for which I deſigned 


it, went to the grating of the hatchway, and, with a- 


ſtoniſhing compoſure, ſold it before my face to a bum- 
boat woman * then on board, for a quart of gin, with 


which he treated my companions, regardleſs of my cir- 
cumſtances and entreaties. _ „ 


IJ complained bitterly of this robbery to the midſhip- 


man on deck, telling him at the ſame time, that, unlels 
my hurts were dretſed, I ſhould bleed to death. Put 


compaſſion was a weakneſs of which no man could jullly 


| accule this perſon, who, ſquirting a mouthful of dillolved 


A bum: boat woman is one who ſells bread, cheeſe, greens, mance 
* , * 8 23 61 r , 18 : 
and freſh proviſions to the ſailors, in a mall bout that lics along- ſide $0 
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tobacco upon me through the gratings, told me, * I was 
a mutinous dog, and that I might die and be damned.” 
Finding there was no other remedy, I appealed to pa- 
tience, and laid up this uſage in my. memory, to be re- 
called at a fitter ſeaſon. In the mean time, loſs of blood, 
vexation, and want of food, contributed, with the noi- 
ſome ſtench of the place, to throw me into a ſwoon 
out of which I was recovered by a tweak of the noſe, ad- 
| miniſtered by the tar who ſtood centinel over us, who at 
the ſame time regaled me with a draught of flip, and 
comforted me with the hopes of being put on board the 
Thunder next day, where I ſhould be freed of my hand- 
_ cuffs, and cured of my wounds by the doctor. I no 
ſooner heard him name the Thunder, than I aſked if he 
had belonged to that ſhip long? and he giving me to un- 
derſtand, he had belonged to her five years, I inquired if 
he knew Lieutenant Bowling? * Know Lieutenant Bowl- 
ing (ſaid he), —odds my life ! and that I do; and a good 
ſeaman he is, as ever ſtepp'd upon forecaſtle, — and a 


brave fellow as ever crack d biſket none of your Guinea 
Pigs,—nor your freſh-water, wiſhy-waſhy, fair-weather 
_ fowls. Many a taught gale of wind has honeſt Ton 


Bowling and I weathered together. Here's his health 


with all my heart, wherever he is, a-loft or a-low—in 
heaven or in hell—all's one for that—he needs not be 
aſhamed to ſhow himſelf.” I was fo much affected with 
this eulogium, that I could not refrain from telling him 
that I was Lieutenant Bowling's kinſman; in conſequence 
of which connection he expreſſed an inclination to ſerve 
me, and, when he was relieved, brought ſome cold boil- 


cd beef in a platter, and biſcuit, on which we ſupped _ 


plentifully, and afterwards, drank another cann of flip to- 
gether. While we were thus engaged, he recounted a 
great many exploits of my uncle, who, I found, was very _ 
much beloved by the ſhip's company, and pitied for the 
misfortune that had happened to him in Hiſpaniola, which 
| L was very glad to be informed was not ſo great as I ima- 
gined; for Captain Oakum had recovered of his wounds, 
and actually at that time commanded the ſhip. Having, 
by accident, in my pocket, my uncle's letter, written from 
Port Louis, I gave it to my benefactor (whoſe name was 
Jack Rattlin) for his peruſal; but honeſt Jack told me 
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frankly, he could not read, and deſired to know the con- 
tents; which I immediately communicated. When he 


heard that part of it in which he ſays he had writ to his 


landlord in Deal, he cried, Body o me! that was old Ben. 
Block—he was dead before the letter came to hand. Ey, ey, 
had Ben. been alive, Lieutenant Bowling would have had 


no occaſion to ſculk ſo long. Honeſt Ben. was the firſt 
man that taught him to hand, reef, and ſteer.— Well, well, 
we mult all die, that's certain, —we muſt all come to port 


ſooner or later—at ſea, or on ſhore; we muſt be faſt 
moored one day ;—death's like the beſt bower anchor, as 


the ſaying is, it will bring us all up.” I could not but 
ſignify my approbation of the juſtneſs of Jack's reflec- 


tions; and inquired into the accaſion of the quarrel be- 


tween Captain Oakum and my uncle; which he explain- 
ed in this manner: „Captain Oakum, to be ſure, is a 


good man enough,—befides he's my commander ;—but 


What's that to me ?—I do my duty, and value no man's 
anger of a rope's end.—Now the report goes, as how he's 
a lord, or baron knight's brother, whereby (d'ye ſee me) 
he carries a ſtrait arm, and keeps aloof from his officers, 
thof, may hap, they may be as good men in the main as 
he. Now we lying at anchor in Tuberoon bay, Lieute- 
nant Bowling had the middle watch, and as he always 
kept a good look out, he made (d'ye ſee) three lights in 
the offing, whereby he ran down to the great cabin for 
orders, and found the Captain aſleep ; whereupon he wak- 
ed him, which put him in a main high paſſion, and he 
| ſwore woundily at the Lieutenant, and called him louſy 


Scotch ſon of a whore (for I being then centinel in the 


ſteerage, heard all), and ſwab, and lubber, whereby the 
Lieutenant returned the ſalute, and they jawed together, 


fore and aft, a good ſpell, till at laſt the Captain turned 


out, and, laying hold of a rattan, came athwart Mr. Bow- 
ling's quarter; whereby he told the Captain, that, if he 
| was not his commander, he would heave him overboard, 
and demanded ſatisfaction aſhore ; whereby, in the morn- 
ing watch, the Captain went aſhore in the pinnace, and 
afterwards the Lieutenant carried the cutter aſhore ; and 
ſo they, leaving the boats crews on their oars, went away | 
together; and ſo (d'ye ſee) in leſs than a quarter of an 


hour we heard firing, whereby we made for the place, 


RODERICK RANDOM. 159 


and found the Captain lying wounded on the beach, and 
ſo brought him on board to the doctor, who cured him 
in leſs than fix weeks. But the Lieutenant clapp'd on all 
the ſail he could bear, and had got far enough a-head be- 
fore we knew any thing of the matter; fo that we could 


never after get fight of him, for which we were not ſor- 
ry, becauſe the Captain was mainly wroth, and would 
certainly have done him a miſchief ;—for he afterwards 
cauſed him to be run on the ſhip's books, whereby he 
Joſt all his pay, and if he ſhould be taken, would be tried 


as a deſerter. “ i 


This account of the Captain's behaviour gave me no " 


vantageous idea of his character; and I could not hel 
lamenting my own fate, that had ſubjected me to ſuch a 


commander. However, making a virtue of neceſſity, I 

put a good face on the matter, and next day was with 
the other preſſed men put on board of the Thunder lying 
at the Nore. When we came along-ſide, the mate who 
guarded us thither, ordered my handcuffs to be taken off, 


that TI might get on board the eaſier. This circumſtance 


being perceived by ſome of the company who ſtood upon 
the gang boards to ſee us enter, one of them called to Jack 
Rattlin, who was buſied in doing this friendly office for me, 
Hey, Jack, what Newgate galley have you boarded in 


the river as you came along? Have we not thieves enow 
among us already?“ Another obſerving my wounds, which 


remained expoſed to the air, told me that my ſeams were 
uncaulked, and that I muſt be new payed. A third, ſee- 
ing my hair clotted together with blood, as it were, into 
diſtinct cords, took notice, that my bows were manned 
with the red ropes, inſtead of my fide. A fourth aſked 
me, if I could not keep my yards ſquare without iron 


braces? And, in ſhort, a thoutand witticiſms of the ſame 


nature were pailed upon me before I could get up the 


ſhip's fide. After we had been all entered upon the ſhip's 


books, I inquired of one of my ſhipmates where the ſur- 
geon was, that I might have my wounds dreſſed, and had 
actually got as far as the middle deck (for our ſhip carried 
eighty guns) in my way to the cock-pit, when I was met 
by the fame mid{hipman who had uſed me ſo barbaroully 
in the tender: He, ſeeing me free from my chains, atk- 
ed, with an inſolent air, who had releaſed me? To this 
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queſtion I fooliſhly anſwered with a countenance that too 


plainly declared the ſtate. of my thoughts, © Whoever did 


it, I am perſuaded, did not conſult you in the affair.” I 
had no ſooner uttered theſe words, than he cried, Damn 
you, you ſaucy ſon of a bitch, P11 teach you to talk ſo to 
your officer.“ So ſaying, he beſtowed on me ſeveral ſe- 
vere ſtripes with a ſupple jack he had in his hand; and, 


going to the commanding officer, made ſuch a report of 


me, that I was immediately put in irons by the maſter at 


arms, and a centinel placed over me. Honeſt Rattlin, 


as ſoon as he heard of my condition, came to me, and 


aadminiſtered all the conſolation he could, and then went 
to the ſurgeon in my behalf, who ſent one of his mates 
to dreſs my wounds. This mate was no other than my 


old friend Thomſon, with whom I became acquainted at 


the Navy-office, as before mentioned. If I knew him at 
_ firſt fight, it was not eaſy for him to recogniſe me, disfi- 
gured with blood and dirt, and altered by the miſery ! 
had undergone. Unknown as I was to him, he ſurveyed 


me with looks of compaſſion, and handled my ſores with 


great tenderneſs. When he had applied what he thought 
proper, and was about to leave me, I aſked him, It my 
misfortunes had diſguiſed me ſo much that he could not 
recollect my face? Upon this addreſs, he obſerved me 
with great earneſtneſs for ſome time, and at length pro- 


teſted he could not recolle& one feature of my counte- 


nance. 'To keep him no longer in ſuſpenſe, I told him 
my name; which, when he heard, he embraced me with 


affection, and profeſſed his ſorrow in ſeeing me in ſuch a 


_ difagreeable ſituation. I made him acquainted with my 
| ſtory z and when he heard how inhumanly I had been 
uſed in the tender, he left me abruptly, aſſuring me I ſhould 
| ſee him again ſoon. I had ſcarce time to wonder at his 
ſudden departure, when the maſter at arms came to the 
place of my confinement, and bade me follow him to th- 
quarter-deck, where I was examined by the firſt Licute- 
nant, who commanded the ſhip in the abſence of the Cap- 
| tain, touching the treatment I had received in the tender 
from my friend the midſhipman, who was preſent to con- 


front me. I recounted the particulars of his behaviour to 


me, not only in the tender, but ſince my being on board 


the ſhip, part of which being proved by the evidence ol 
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Jack Rattlin and others, who had no great devotion for 
my oppreſſor, I was diſcharged from confinement, to 
make way for him, who was delivered to the maſter at 
arms to take his turn in the bilboes. And this was not 


the only ſatisfaction I enjoyed; for I was, at the requeſt 


of the furgeon, exempted from all other duty than that 


of aſſiſting his mates in making and adminiſtering medi- 
cines to the ſick. This good office I owed to the friend- 
| ſhip of Mr. Thomſon, who had repreſented me in ſuch a 


favourable light to the ſurgeon, that he demanded me of 
the lieutenant to ſupply the place of his third mate, who 
was lately dead. When I had obtained this favour, my 


friend Thomſon carried me down to the cockpit, which 


is the place allotted for the habitation of the ſurgeon's. 
mates: And when he had ſhown me their birth (as he 


called it), F was filled with aſtoniſhment and horror. 
We deſcended by divers ladders to a ſpace as dark as a 
dungeon, which I underitood was immerſed ſeveral feet 
under water, being immediately above the hold. I had 
no ſooner approached this diſmal gulf, than my noſe 
was ſaluted with an intolerable ſtench of putriſied cheeſe 
and rancid butter, that iſſued from an apartment at the 
foot of the ladder, reſembling a chandler's ſhop, where, 
by the faint glimmering of a candle, I could perceive a 
man with a pale meagre countenance, fitting behind a | 
kind of deſk, having ſpectacles on his noſe, and a pen in 
his hand. 'This (I learned of Mr. Thomſon) was the ſhip's 


iteward, who fat there to diſtribute proviſion to the ſeveral 
meſſes, and to mark what each received. He therefore 


Preſented my name to him, and defired I might be entered 


in his meſs; then, taking a light in his hand, conducted 
me to the place of his reſidence, which was a ſquare of 
about fix feet, ſurrounded with the medicine cheſt, that | 


of the firſt mate, his own, and a board by way of table faſt- 


ened to the after powder-room ; it was alſo encloſed with 
canvaſs nailed round to the beams of the ſhip, to ſcreen 
us from the cold, as well as from the view of the mid- 
ſhipmen and quarter-maſters, who lodged within the cable 


tiers on each fide of us. In this gloomy manſion, he enter- 
tamed me with ſome cold ſalt pork, which he brought from 
a fort of locker, fixed above the table; and, calling for the 


boy of the meſs, ſent for a cann of beer, of which he made 
Fo J. 5 . 
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excellent flip to crown the banquet.- By this time I began 
to recover my ſpirits, which had been exceedingly depreſ- 
fed by the appearance of every thing about me, and could 
no longer refrain from aſking the particulars of Mr. Thom- 
ſon's fortune, fince I had ſeen him in London. He told me, 
that, being diſappointed in his expectations of borrowing 
money to gratify the rapacious ſecretary at the Navy-ot- 
fice, he found himſelf utterly unable to ſubſiſt any longer 
in town, and had actually offered his ſervice in quality of 
mate to the ſurgeon of a merchant's ſhip bound to Guinea 
on the ſlaving trade; when one morning, a young fellow 
of whom he had ſome acquaintance, came to his lodgings, 
and informed him, that he had ſeen a warrant made out 
in his name at the Navy-office, for ſurgeon's ſecond mate 
of a third rate. This unexpected piece of good news he 
could ſcarcely believe to be true, more eſpecially as he 
had been found qualified at Surgeon's Hall for third mate 
only; but, that he might not be wanting to himſelf, he 
went thither to be aſſured, and actually found it ſo: 
| Whereupon, demanding his warrant, it was delivered to 
him, and the oaths adminiſtered immediately. That very 
afternoon, he went to Graveſend in the tilt-boat, from 
' whence he took a place in the tide-coach for Rocheſter ; 
next morning got on board the Thunder, for which he 
Was appointed, then lying in the harbour at Chatham; 
and the ſame day was muſtered by the clerk of the cheque. 
And well it was for him, that ſuch expedition was uſed; 
for, in leſs than twelve hours after his arrival, another 
William Thomſon came on board, affirming that he was 
the perſon for whom the warrant was expedited, and that 
the other was an impoſtor. My friend was grievoully 
| alarmed at this accident, the more ſo as Eis nameſake had 
very much the advantage over him both in aſſurance and 
_ dreſs. However, to acquit himſelf of the ſuſpicion of 
impoſture, he produced ſeveral letters written from Scot- _ 
land to him in that name, and recollecting that his inden- 
tures were in a box on board, he brought them up, and 
convinced all preſent that he had not afſumed a name 
which did not belong to him. His competitor, enraged 
that they ſhould heſitate in doing him juſtice (for, to be 
fure, the warrant had been deſigned for him), behaved 
with ſo much indecent heat, that the-commanding officer 
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(who was the ſame gentleman J had ſeen), and the ſur- 
geon, were offended at his preſumption, and, making a 


point of it with their friends in town, in leſs than a week 


got the firſt confirmed in his ſtation. © I have been on 
board (ſaid he) ever fince, and, as this way of lite is be- 
come familiar to me, have no cauſe to complain of my 
ſituation : The ſurgeon is a good-natured indolent man; 


the firſt mate (who is now on ſhore on duty) is indeed a 


little proud and choleric, as all Welchmen are, but in 


the main a friendly honeſt fellow : The lieutenants I have 
no concern with; and as for the captain, he is too much 


of a gentleman to know a ſurgeon's mate even by fight.” 


PR N * 2 * — 
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CHAPTER v. 


The 8 of Mr. Morgan—his pride, diſpleaſure, and generoſity— 


the economy of our meſs deſcribed—Thomfon's lurther {r.cudihip— 
—the nature of my duty explained—the ſituation of the ſick. | 

Wan he was thus diſcourſing to me, we heard a voice 
on the cock-pit ladder, pronounce with great vehemence, 
in a ſtrange dialect, The devil and his dam blow me 
from the top of Mounchdenny, if I go to him before there 


is ſomething in my pelly; let his noſe be as yellow as ſaf- 


fron, or as plue as a pell (look you), or green as a leek; 
'tis all one.” To this declaration ſomebody anſwered, 


* So it ſeems my poor meſs-mate mult part his cable for | 
want of a little aſſiſtance. His fore-top-lail is looſe al- 
ready; and beſides the Doctor ordered you to overhaul 


him; but I ſee you don't mind what your maſter ſays.” 


Here he was interrupted with, “ Splunter and oons ! vou 
| louſy tog, who do you call my maſter ? get you gone to 


the Doctor, and tell him my birth, and education, and 


my abilities, and moreover my behaviour is as good as 
his, or any ſhentleman's (no diſparagement to him) in the 


Whole world. Got pleſs my ſoul ! does he think, or con- 
ceive, or imagine, that I am a horſe, or an aſs, or a goat, 


to trudge backwards and forwards, and upwards, ant 
downwards, and by ſea and by land, at his will and plea— 
fires? Go your ways, you rapſcallion, and tell Dr. At- 


Tins, that I defire and requeſt, that he will pive a look to 
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the tying man, and order ſomething for him if he be dead 
or alive, and I will ſee him take it by and by, when my 
craving ſtomach is ſatisfied, look you.” At this the other 
went away, ſaying, that if they would ſerve him fo when 
he was dying, by God, he would be foul of them in the 
other world. Here Mr. Thomſon let me know that the 
perſon we heard, was Mr. Morgan, the firſt mate, who 
was juſt come on board from the hoſpital, whither he had 
attended ſome of the ſick in the morning. At the ſame 
time I ſaw him come into the birth. He was a ſhort thick 
man, with a face garniſhed with pimples, a ſnub noſe 
turned up at the end, an exceſſive wide mouth, and little 
| fiery eyes, ſurrounded with ſkin puckered up in innu- 
merable wrinkles. My friend immediately made him ac- 
quainted with my caſe ; when he regarded me with a 
very lofty look, but without ſpeaking, ſet down a bundle 
he had in his hand, and approached the cupboard, which 
when he had opened, he exclaimed in a great paſſion, 
* Cot is my life! all the pork is gone, as I am a Chri- 
ftian !“ Thomſon then gave him to underſtand, that as I 
had been brought on board half famiſhed, he could do no 
leſs than entertain me with what was in the locker; and 
the rather as he had bid the ſteward enter me in the meſs. 
Whether this diſappointment made Mr. Morgan more 
peeviſh than uſual, or he rather thought himſelf too little 
regarded by his fellow-mate, I know not, but, after ſome 
| Pauſe, he went on in this manner.“ Mr. Thomſon, per- 
2250 you do not uſe me with all the good manners, and 
complaiſance, and reſpect (look you), that becomes you, 
becauſe you have not vouchſafed to adviſe with me in this 
affair. 1 have, in my time (look you), been a man of 
ſome weight and ſubſtance, and conſideration, and have 
kept houſe and home, and paid ſcot and lot, and tlie 
King's taxes; ay, and maintained a family to boot. And 
moreover, alſo, I am your ſenior, and your elder, and 
your petter, Mr. Thomſon.” My elder I'll allow you 
io be, but not my better (cried Thomſon with ſome heat). 
% Cot is my Saviour, and witneſs too (ſaid Morgan, with 
great vehemence), that I am more elder, and therefore 
more petter by many years than you,” Fearing this dj- 
pute might be attended with ſome bad conſequence, I in- 
| terpoſed, and told Mr. Morgan, I was very ſorry for hav- 
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ing been the occaſion of any difference between him and 
the ſecond mate; and that rather than cauſe the leaſt 


breach in their good underſtanding, I would eat my al- 


lowance by myſelf, or ſeek admiſſion into ſome other com- 
pany: But Thomſon, with more ſpirit than diſcretion 
(as I thought), inſiſted upon my remaining where he had 


appointed me; and obſerved, that no man poſſeſſed of 


generoſity and compaſſion would have any objection to it, 


conſidering my birth and talents, and the misfortunes I 


had of late ſo unjuſtly undergone. This was touching 


Mr. Morgan on the right key, who proteſted with great 
earneſtneſs, that he had no objection to my being re- 
ceived in the meſs ; but only complained, that the cere- 
mony of aſking his conſent was not obſerved. © As fora 
ſhentleman in diſtreſs (ſaid he, ſhaking me by the hand), 
I lofe him as I lofe my own powels : For, Got help me! 


I have had vexations enough upon my own pack.” And 


as I afterwards learned, in ſo ſaying, he ſpoke no more 
than what was true; for he had been once ſettled in a 
very good ſituation in Glamorganſhire, and was ruined 


by being ſecurity for an acquaintance. All differences 


being compoſed, he untied his bundle, which conſiſted | 


of three bunches of onions, and a great lump of Cheſhire 
cheeſe wrapt up in a handkerchief; and, taking ſome 


biſcuit from the cupboard, fell to with a keen appetite, 


inviting us to a ſhare of the repaſt. When he had fed 


_ heartily on his homely fare, he filled a large cup, made of 
a a coccoa-nut ſhell, with brandy, and drinking it off, told 
us, © Prandy was the peſt menſtruum for onion and 
ſheeſe.“ His hunger being appeaſed, he began to be in 
better humour; and being inquiſitive about my birth, no 


ſooner underſtood that I was deſcended of a good family, 


than he diſcovered a particular good will to me on that ac- 


count, deducing his own pedigree in a direct line from the 
famous Caractacus King of the Britons, who was firſt the 


priſoner, and afterwards the friend of Claudius Czfar. 
Perceiving how much I was reduced in point of linen, he 
made me a preſent of two good ruffled ſhirts, which, with _ 
_ two more of check which I received from Mr. Thomſon, 
enabled me to appear with decency. Meanwhile the {ailor 


whom Mr. Morgan had ſent to the Doctor, brought a 
preſcription for his meſs-mate, which when the Welch- 
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man had read, he got up to prepare it, and aſked if the 
man was “ Tead or alive.” Dead! (replied Jack) if he 
was dead, he would have no occaſion for Doctor's {tufF. 
No, thank God, death hant as yet boarded him, but they 
have been yard arm and yard arm theſe three plaſles,” 
“Are his eyes open?“ (continued the mate) “ His ſtar- 
board eye (ſaid the ſailor) is open, but faſt jammed in his 
head; and the haulyards of his under- jaw have given way.” 
« Paſſion of my heart! (cried Morgan) the man is as pad 
as one would defire to be ! Did you feel his pulſes ?” To 
this the other replied with, “ Anan ?” Upon which this 
Cambro Briton, with great earneſtneſs and humanity, 
ordered the tar to run to his meſs-mate, and keep hin 
alive till he ſhould come with the medicine, © and then 
(taid he) you thall peradventure pehoid what you ſhall fee.” 
The poor fellow with great ſimplicity ran to the place 
where the fick man lay, but, in leſs than a minute, re- 
turned with a woful countenance, and told us his comrade 
had ſtruck. Morgan hearing this, exclaimed, “ Mercy 
upon my falvation } why did you not ſtop him till I came?“ 
Stop him (ſaid the other), I hailed him ſeveral times, 
but he was too far on his way, and the enemy had got 
poſſeſſion of his cloſe quarters; ſo that he did not mind 
me.“ „Well, well (ſaid he), we all owe Heaven a teath. 
_ Go your ways, you raggamuffin, and take an example, 
and a warning, look you, and repent of your miſtects.“ 
So taying, he puſhed the ſeaman out of the birth. 
While he entertained us with reflections ſuitable to this 
event, we heard the boatſwain pipe to dinner; and imme- 
diately the boy belonging to our meſs ran to the locker, 
from whence he carried off a large wooden platter, and 
in a few minutes returned with it full of boiled peale, 
crying, © Scaldings,” all the way as he came. The cloth, 
conſiſting of a piece of an old fail, was inſtantly laid, co- 
vered with three plates, which by the colour I could with 
difficulty diſcern to be metal, and as many ſpoons of the 
ſame compoſition, two of which were curtailed in thc 
handles, and the other abridged in the lip. Mr Morgan 
himſelf enriched this meſs with a lump of ſalt butter, 
| ſcooped from an old gallipot, and a handful of onions horn; £ 
with ſome pounded pepper. I was not very much temptec 
with the appearance of this diſh, of which, neverthelcl:, 
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my meſs-mates eat heartily, adviſing me to follow their 


example, as it was banyan-day, and we could have no 


meat till next noon. But I had already laid in ſufficient 
for the occaſion; and therefore deſired to be excuſed, ex- 
preſſing a curioſity to know the meaning of banyan-day. 
They told me, that on Mondays, Wedneſdays, and Fridays, 
the ſhip's company had no allowance of meat, and that 
theſe meagre days were called banyan-days, the reaſon of 

which they did not know; but I have fince learned they 
take their denomination from a ſect of devotees in ſome 
parts of the Eaſt Indies, who never taſte fleſh. 


After dinner, Thomſon led me round the ſhip, ſhowed _ 
me the different parts, deſcribed their uſes, and, as far as 


he could, made me acquainted with the particulars of the 
diſcipline and economy practiſed on board. He then de- 
manded of the boatſwain an hammock for me, which was 


flung in a very neat manner by my friend Jack Rattlin ; 


and as I had no bed-clothes, procured credit for me with 


the purſer, for a matreſs and two blankets. At ſeven 
o'clock in the evening, Morgan viſited the fick, and having 
ordered what was proper for each, I aſſiſted Thomſon in 
making up his preſcriptions : But when I followed him 
with the medicines into the ſick birth or hoſpital, and ob- 
ſerved the ſituations of the patients, I was much leſs ſur- 
priſed that people ſhould die on board, than that any ſick 
perſon ſhould recover. Here I ſaw about fifty miſerable 
diſtempered wretches, ſuſpended in rows, ſo huddled one 
upon another, that not more than fourteen inches ſpace 
was allotted for each with his bed and bedding ; and de- 
prived of the light of the day, as well as of freſh air; 
breathing nothing but a noiſome atmoſphere of the mor- 


bid ſteams exhaling from their own excrements and diſ- 


_ eaſed bodies, devoured with vermine hatched in the filth 


that ſurrounded them, and deſtitute of every convenience 
neceſſary for people in that helpleſs condition. 


1 + wÞ 


THE ADVENTURES OF 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


A diſagreeable accident happens to me in the diſcharge of my oſſice 
Morgan's noſe is offended—a dialogue between him and the ſhip's 
ſteward—- upon examination, I find more cauſcs of complaint than one 
Emy hair is cut off—Morgan's cookery—the manner of ſleeping on 
board am waked in the night by a dreadful noiſe, | 


I coor not comprehend how it was poſſible for the at- 
tendants to come near thoſe who hung on the inſide to- 
wards the ſides of the ſhip, in order to aſſiſt them, as they 
ſeemed barricadoed by thoſe who lay on the outſide, and 
entirely out of the reach of all viſitation, Much leſs could 
| TI conceive how my friend Thomſon would be able to ad- 
miniſter clyſters, that were ordered for ſome in chat fitu- 
ation; when I faw him thruſt his wig in his pocket, and 
ſtrip himſelf to his waiſtcoat in a moment, then creep on 
all four under the hammocks of the ſick, and, forcing up 
his bare pate between two, keep them aſunder with one 
ſhoulder, until he had done his duty. Eager to learn the 
ſervice, I deſired he would give me leave to perform the 
next operation of that kind; and he conſenting, I undreſſed 
myſelf after his example, and crawling along, the ſhip 
happened to roll; this motion alarming me, I laid hold of 
the firſt thing that came within my graſp, with ſuch vio- 


lence, that I overturned it, and ſoon found by the ſmell 


that iſſued upon me, I had not unlocked a box of the moſt 
_ delicious perfume ; it was well for me that my noſe was 
none of the moſt delicate, elſe I know not how I might 
have been affected by this vapour, which diffuſed itſelf all 
over the ſhip, to the utter diſcompoſure of every body 
who tarried on the fame deck: Neither was the conſe- 
quence of this diſgrace confined to my ſenſe of ſmelling 
only; for I felt my misfortunes more ways than one. 
That I might not, however, appear altogether diſconcerted 
in this my firſt eſſay, I got up, and puſhing my head with 
great force between two hammocks, towards the middle, 
where the greateſt reſiſtance was, I made an opening im- 
deed, but, not underſtanding the knack of dexteroully 
turning my ſhoulder to maintain my advantage, had the 
mortification to find myſelf ſtuck up as it were in a pillory, 
and the weight of three or four people bearing on each 
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fide of my neck, ſo that I was in danger of ſtrangulation. 
While I remained in this defenceleſs poſture, one of the 
fick men, rendered peeviſh by his diſtemper, was ſo en- 
raged at the ſmell I had occaſioned, and the rude ſhock he 
had received from me in my elevation, that, with many 
bitter reproaches, he ſeized me by the noſe, which he 
_ tweaked ſo unmercifully, that I roared with anguiſh. 
Thomſon, perceiving my condition, ordered one of the 
waiters to my aſſiſtance, who with much difficulty diſen- 
gaged me from this ſituation, and hindered me from taking 
\ vengeance of the ſick man, whoſe indiſpoſition would not 
have ſcreened him from the effects of my indignation. 
After having made an end of our miniſtry for that time, 
we deſcended to the cockpit, my friend comforting me for 
what had happened with a homely proverb, which I do not 
chooſe to repeat. When we had deſcended half way down 
the ladder, Mr. Morgan, before he ſaw us, having intelli- 
gence by his noſe of the approach of ſomething extraor- 
dinary, cried, © Cot have mercy upon my ſenſes ! I believe 
the enemy has poarded us in a ſtink-pot !” Then directing 
his diſcourſe to the ſteward, from whom he imagined the 
odour proceeded, he reprimanded him ſeverely for the 
_ freedoms he took among gentlemen of birth, and threaten- 
ed to ſmoke him like a padger with ſulphur, if he ever 
| ſhould preſume to offend his neighbours with ſuch ſmells 
for the future. The ſteward, conſcious of his own inno- 
_ cence, replied, with ſome warmth, “I know of no ſmells. 
but thoſe of your own making.“ This repartee intro- 
duced a ſmart dialogue, in which the Welchman under- 
took to prove, that though the ſtench he complained of 
did not flow from the ſteward's own bbdy, he was, ne- 
vertheleſs, the author of it, by ſerving out damaged 
proviſions to the ſhip's company; and in particular, pu- 
trified cheeſe, from the uſe of which only, he affirmed 
uch unſavoury ſteams could ariſe. Then he launched 
out into the praiſe of good cheeſe, of which he gave the 
_ analyſis : he explained the different kinds of that com- 


modity, with the methods practiſed to make and preſerve 


it; and concluded with obſerving, that, in yielding good 
cheeſe, the county of Glamorgan might vie with Cheſhire 
itſelf, and was much ſuperior to it in the produce of goats 
and putter. I gathered from this converſation, that, if J 
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entered in my preſent pickle, I ſhould be no welcome 
gueſt; and therefore deſired Mr. 'Thomſon to go before, 
and repreſent my calamity ; at which the firſt mate ex- 
preſſing tome concern, went upon deck immediately, tak- 
ing his way through the cable tire, and by the main 
hatchway, to avoid encountering me, deſiring me to clean 
. myſelf as ſoon as poſſible, for he intended to regale him- 
lelf with a dith of falmagundy and a pipe. Accordingly 
1 ſet about this diſagreeable buſineſs, and ſoon found I 
had more cauſes of complaint than I at firſt imagined; 
for I perceived ſome gueſts had honoured me with their 
company, whole viſit I did not all think ſeaſonable ; nei- 
ther did they ſeem inclined to leave me in a hurry, for 
they were in poſſeſſion of my chief quarters, where the 
fed without reſerve at the expence of my blood. —But 
conſidering it would be much eaſier to extirpate this fero- 
cious colony in the infancy of their ſettlement, than after 
they ſhould be multiplied and naturalized to the ſoil, I 
took the advice of my friend, who, to prevent ſuch mis- 
fortunes, went always cloſe ſhaved, and made the boy of 
our meſs cut off my hair, which had been growing fince 
J left the ſervice of Lavement ; and the ſecond mate lent 
me an old bob wig, to ſupply the loſs of that covering. 
This affair being ended, and every thing adjuſted in the 
| beſt manner my circumſtances would permit, the de- 
ſcendent of Caractacus returned, and ordering the boy to 
bring a piece of ſalt beef from the brine, cut off a ſlice, 


and mixed it with an equal quantity of onions, which fea- _ 
ſloning with a moderate proportion of pepper and ſalt, he 


brought it into a conſiſtence with oil and vinegar. Then 
taſting the diſh, aſſured us, it was the beſt ſalmagundy 
that ever he made, and recommeded it to our palate with 
| ſuch heartineſs, that I could not help doing honour to his 


preparation. But I had no fooner ſwallowed a mouthful, _ 


than I thought my entrails were ſcorched, and endeavour- 
ed, with a deluge of ſmall beer, to allay the heat it oc- 
caſioned. Supper being over, Mr. Morgan having ſmok- 
ed a couple of pipes, and ſupplied the moiſture he ha 
expended with as many cans of flip, of which we all par- 

took, a certain yawning began to admoniſh me, that if 


was high time to repair by fleep the injury I had ſuffered 


from want of reſt the preceding night; which being per- 
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ceived by my companions, whoſe time of repoſe was now 
arrived, they propoſed we ſhould turn in, or, in other 
words, go to bed. Our hammocks which hung parallel 
to one another, on the outſide of the birth, were immedi- 
ately unlaſhed, and I beheld my meſs-mates ſpring with 
great agility into their reſpective neſts, where they ſeem- 
ed to lie concealed, very much at their eaſe. But it was 


ſome time before I could prevail upon myſelf to truſt my 


carcaſs at ſuch a diſtance from the ground, in a narrow 


bag, out of which I imagined I ſhould be apt, on the lealt 
motion in my fleep, to tumble down at the hazard of 
breaking my bones. I ſuffered myſelf, however, to be 
' perſuaded, and, taking a leap to get in, threw mylelf quite 


over, with ſuch violence, that, had I not luckily got hold 
of Thomſon's hammock, I ſhould have pitched upon my 


head on the other ſide, and in all likelihood fractured my 
ſkull. After ſome fruitleſs efforts, I ſucceeded at laſt 3 
but the apprehenſion of the jeopardy in which I believed 


myſelf withſtood all the attacks of fleep, till towards the 


morning watch, when, in ſpite of my fears, I was over- 


powered with ſlumber, though J did not long enjoy this 


comfortable ſituation z being arouſed with a noiſe ſo loud 


and ſhrill, that I thought the drums of my ears were burſt 


by it; this was followed by a dreadful ſummons pro- 
- nounced by a hoarſe voice, which I could not underſtand. 
While I was debating with myſelf whether or not! 


ſhould wake my companion, and inquire into the occaſion 


of this diſturbance, I was informed by one of the quarter- 


maſters, who paſſed by me with a lanthorn in his hand, 


that the noiſe that alarmed me was occaſioned by the 

boatſwain's mates, who called up the larboard watch, and 

| that I mult lay my account with ſuch interruption every _ 
morning at the ſame hour. Being now more aſſured of 

my fafety, I addrefſed myſelf again to reſt, and ſlept till 


eight o'clock, when riſing, and breakfaſting with my com- 
rades on biſcuit and brandy, the ſick were viſited and 
allifted as before; after which viſitation my good friend 


Thomſon explained and performed another piece of duty, 


: to which I was a ſtranger. At a certain hour in tha 


morning, the boy of the meſs went round all the decks, 


ringing a ſmall hand-bell, and, in rhymes compoſed for 
the occaſion, invited all thoſe who had ſores to repair be- 
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fore the maſt, where one of the doCtor's mates attended, 
with applications to dreſs them. 


1 . x 4 . 


* CHAPTER XXVII. 


I acquire the friendſhip of the ſurgeon, who procures a warrant for me, 
and makes me a preſent of clothes—a battle between a midſhipman 
and me—the ſnrgeon leaves the ſhip—the captain comes on board with 

another ſurgeon—a dialogue between the captain and Morgan—the 
ſick are ordered to be brought upon the quarter-deck and examined 
the conſequences of that order—a madman accuſes Morgan, and is ſet 
at liberty by command of the captain, whom he inſtantly attacks and 
pommels without mercy.  _ e - Ee, 


Wars I was buſied with my friend in this practice, 
the doctor chanced to paſs by tha place where we were, 

and, ſtopping to obſerve me, appeared very well ſatisfied 
with my method of application; and afterwards ſent for 
me to his cabin, where, having examined me touching 
my {kill in ſurgery, and the particulars of my fortune, he 
intereſted himſelf ſo far in my behalf, as to promiſe his 


aſſiſtance in procuring a warrant for me, ſeeing I had 
been already found qualified at Surgeon's Hall for the ſta- 
tion I filled on board; and in this good office he the more 
_ cordially engaged, when he underſtood I was nephew to 


Lieutenant Bowling, for whom he expreſſed a particular 


regard. In the mean time, I could learn from his dif- 
courſe, that he did not intend to go to ſea again with 


Captain Oakum, having, as he thought, been indifferent- 


ly uſed by him during the laſt voyage. © 
While lived tolerably eaſy, in expectation of prefer- 

ment, I was not altogether without mortifications, which 
I not only ſuffered from the rude inſults of the ſailors and 


petty officers, among whom I was known by the name of 


Loblolly Boy, but alſo from the diſpoſition of Morgan, who, 
though friendly in the main, was often very troubleſome Dy 
with his pride, which expected a good deal of ſubmiſſion 
from me, and delighted in recapitulating the favours I had 


received at his hands. VF 
About ſix weeks after my arrival on board, the ſur⸗ 


geon biding me follow him into his cabin, preſented a 


warrant to me, by which I was appointed ſurgeon's third 
mate on board the Thunder. This he had procured by 
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his intereſt at the Navy-office ; as alſo another for him- 
ſelf, by virtue of which he was removed into a ſecond 
rate. I acknowledged his kindneſs in the ſtrongeſt terms 
my gratitude could ſuggeſt, and profeſſed my ſorrow at 
the proſpect of loſing ſo valuable a friend, to whom I 
hoped to have recommended myſelf ſtill further by my 
repectful and diligent behaviour. But his generoſity 
reſted not here; for, before he left the ſhip, he made me 

a preſent of a cheſt and ſome clothes, that enabled me to 
ſupport the rank to which he had raiſed me. I found 


my ſpirit revive with my good fortune; and, now I was | 


an officer, reſolved to maintain the dignity of my ſtation, 


- againſt all oppoſition or affronts. Nor was it long be- 


fore I had occaſion to exert my reſolution: My old ene- 
my the midthipman (whoſe name was Crampley), en- 
tertaining an implacable animoſity againſt me for the 


_ diſgrace he had ſuffered on my account, had ſince that 


time taken all opportunities of reviling and ridiculing me, 
when I was not entitled to retort this bad ufage. And 


even after I had been rated on the books, and muſtered _ 


as ſurgeon's mate, did not think fit to reſtrain his in- 


ſolence. In particular, being one day preſent while I 


dreſſed a wound in a ſailor's leg, he began to ſing a ſong, | 
which I thought highly injurious to the honour of my 
country, and therefore ſignified my reſentment, by ob- 


S ſerving, that the Scots always laid their account with 


finding enemies among the ignorant, inſignificant, and 
malicious. This unexpected piece of affurance enraged 
| lim to ſuch a degree, that he lent me a blow on the fade, 
which I verily thought had demoliſhed my cheek-bone z 
I was not flow in returning the obligation, and the affair 
began to be very ſerious, when by accident Mr. Morgan, 


and one of the maſter's mates, coming that way, inter= _ 
Poted, and inquiring into the cauſe, endeavoured to pro- 


_ mote a reconciliation ; but finding us both exaſperated to 
dhe uttermoſt, and bent againſt accommodation, they ad- 
viſed us either to leave our difference undecided till we 
ſhould have an opportunity of terminating it on ſhore, like 


gentlemen, or elſe chooſe a proper place on board, and 


8 hrcedily embraced by us bot 


bring it to an iſſue by boxing. This laſt expedient was 
6: and being forthwith con- 

ducted to the ground propoſed, we ſtripped in a moment, 

nnd began a very furious conteſt, in which I ſoon found 
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myſelf inferior to my antagoniſt, not ſo much in ſtrength 
and agility, as in ſkill, which he had acquired in the 
ſchool of Hockley in the Hole and Tottenham Court. 
Many croſs-buttocks did I ſuſtain, and pegs on the ſtomach 
without number, till at laſt my breath being quite gone, 
as well as my vigour waſted, I grew deſperate, and col- 

_ leCting all my ſtrength in one effort, threw in at once, 
head, hands, and feet, with ſuch violence, that I drove 
my antagoniſt three paces backward into the main hatch- 
way, down which he fell, and, pitching upon his head 
and right ſhoulder, remained without ſenſe and motion. 
Morgan looking down, and ſeeing him lie in that condi- 


tion, cried, © Upon my conſcience, as I am a Chriſtian 


ſinner (look you), I believe his pattles are all ofer; but 1 
take you all to witneſs that there was no treachery in the 
caſe, and that he has ſuffered by the chance of war.” 80 
ſaying, he deſcended to the deck below, to examine into 
the fituation of my adverſary ; and left me very little 
pleaſed with my victory, as I found myſelf not only ter- 
ribly bruiſed, but likewiſe in danger of being called to 
account for the death of Crampley. But this fear vaniſh- | 
ed when my fellow mate, having, by bleeding him in the 
jugular, brought him to himſelf, and inquired into the 
| ſtate of his body, called up to me to be under no concern, 
for the mid{hipman had received no other damage than as 
pretty a luxation of the os humer: as one would deſire to 
lee on a ſummer's day. Upon this information, I crawl- 
ed down to the cockpit, and acquainted Thomſon with 
the affair, who, providing himſelf with bandages, &Cc. 
neceſſary for the occaſion, went up to aſſiſt Mr. Morgan 
in the reduction of the diſlocation. When this was ſuc- 
ceſsfully performed, they wiſhed me joy of the event of 
the combat; and the Welchman, after obſerving, that, in 
all likelihood, the ancient Scots and Britons were thc 
ſame people, bade me “ praife Got for putting mettle in 


7 


my pelly, and ſtrength in my limbs to ſupport it.” I ac- 


quired Juch reputation by this rencounter (which lfted -: ----- 


twenty minutes), that every body became more cautious 
in behaviour towards me; though Crampley, with his 
arm in a fling, talked very high, and threatened to. 10 


the firſt opportunity of retrieving on ſhore, the honour : 
he had loſt by an accident, from which I could juſtly claim 


no merit. 
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About this time, Captain Oakum, having received ſail- 
ing orders, came on board, and brought along with him 
a ſurgeon of his own country, who ſoon made us ſenſible 
of the loſs we- ſuffered in the departure of Doctor At- 
kins; for he was groſsly ignorant, and intolerably aſſum- 
ing, falſe, vindiCtive, and unforgiving; a mercileſs ty- 
rant to his inferiors, an abject ſycophant to thoſe above 
him. In the morning after the captain came on board, 
our firſt mate, according to cuſtom, went to wait on him 
with a ſick liſt, which when this grim commander had 
peruſed, he cried with a ſtern countenance, “ Blood and 
oons ! ſixty-one ſick people on board of my ſhip! Harkee, 
you Sir, PIl have no ſick in my ſhip, by G—d.” The 
Welchman replied, he ſhould be very glad to find no fick 
people on board; but while it was otherwiſe, he did no 
more than his duty in preſenting him with a liſt. 4 You 
and your liſt may be d—nd (ſaid the captain, throwing 

it at him), I ſay, there ſhall be no ſick in this ſhip while 
I have the command of her.” Mr. Morgan being nettled 


at this treatment, told him, his indignation ought to be 


directed to Got Almighty, who viſited his people with 


diſtempers, and not to him, who contributed all in his 


power towards their cure. The baſhaw. not being uſed 
to ſuch behaviour in any of his officers, was enraged to 


fury at this ſatirical inſinuation, and ſtamping with his 


foot, called him inſolent ſcoundrel, threatening to have 
him pinioned to the deck, if he ſhould preiume to utter 
another ſyllable. But the blood of Caractacus being 
thoroughly heated, diſdained to be reſtricted by ſuch a 
command, and began to manifeſt itſelf | in, hy Captain 5 
Oagum, I am a ſhentleman of birth and parentage (look : 
you), and peradventure I am morcover”—Here his ha- 
rangue was broke off by the captain's ſteward, who, be- 
ing Morgan's countryman, hurried him out of the cabin 
before he had time to exaſperate his maſter to a greater 
degree: and this would certainly have been the calc ; for 
the indignant Welchman could hardly be hindered, by 
his friend's arguments and entreatics, from re- entering the 
preſence-chamber, and defying Captain Oakum to his 
teeth, He was, however, appealcd at length, and came 
down to the birth, where finding Thomſon and me at 
Work preparing medicines, he bade us leave olf our las 
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pour and go to play, for the captain, by his ſole word 
and power, and command, had driven ſickneſs a pegging 
to the tevil, and there was no more malady on board. 
Jo ſaying, he drank off a gill of brandy, ſighed grievouſſy 
three times, poured forth an ejaculation of “ Got plefs 
my heart, liver, and lungs!” and then began to ſing a 
Welch ſong with great earneſtneſs of viſage, voice, and 
geſture. I could not conceive the meaning of this ſingular | 
phenomenon, and faw by the looks of Thomſon, who at 
the fame time ſhook his head, that he ſuſpected poor 
Cadwallader's brains were unſettled. He perceiving our 


_ amazement, told us he would explain the myſtery; but, 


at the fame time bade us take notice, that he had lived 
poy, patchelor, married man, and widower, almoſt forty 
years, and, in all that time, there was no man nor mo- 
thber's fon in the whole world who durſt uſe him fo ill as 
Captain Oagum had done. Then he acquainted us with 
the dialogue that paſſed between them, as I have already 
related it; and had no ſooner finiſhed this narration, than 
he received a meſſage from the furgeon, to bring the fick 
liſt to the quarter-deck, for the captain had ordered all 
the patients thither to be reviewed. This inhuman order 
ſhocked us extremely, as we knew it would be impoſhble 


to carry ſome of them on the deck, without imminent 


danger of their lives; but as we likewiſe knew it would 
be to no purpoſe for us to remonſtrate againſt it, we re- 
| paired to the quarter-deck in a body, to fee this extraor- 
dinary muſter ; Morgan obſerving by the way, that the 


captain was going to ſend to the other world a great many 


_ evidences to teſtify againſt himſelf. When we appeared 
upon deck, the captain bade, the doctor, who ſtood bow- 
ing at his right hand, look at theſe lazy lubberly ſons of 
bitches, who were good for nothing on board but to cat 
the King's proviſion, and encourage idleneſs in the ſkulk- 
ers. The ſurgeon grinned approbation, and taking the liſt, 
began to examine the complaints of each, as they could 
crawl to the place appointed. The ſirſt who came under 
his cognizance was a poor fellow juſt freed of a fever, 
which had weakened him ſo much. that he could hardly 


ſtand. Mr. Mackſhane (for that was the doQtor's name) . 5 
having felt his pulſe, proteſted he was as well as any man in 


the world; and the captain delivered him over to the boat- 
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| {wain's mate, with orders that he ſhould receive a round do- 
zen at the gang-way immediately, for counterfeiting himſelf 
ſick : but beſore the diſcipline could be executed, the man 
dropt down on the deck, and had well nigh perithed under 
the hands of the exccutioner. The next patient to be con- 
| fidered laboured under a quartan ague, and being then in 
his interval of health, diſcovered no other ſymptoms of dif- 
_ temper than a pale meagre countenance, and emaciated bo- 
dy; upon which, he was declared fit for duty, and turned 
over to the boatſwain: But, being reſolved to diſgrace the 
doctor, died upon the forecaſtle next day, during lis cold fit. 
The third complained of a pleuritic ſtitch, and ſpitting of 
blood ; for which Doctor Mackſhane preſcribed exerciſe at 
the pump, to promote expectoration : But, whether this 
was improper for one in his ſituation, or that it was uſed to 
exceſs, I know not; for in leſs than half an hour he was 
ſuſtocated with a deluge of blood that iſſued from his lungs. 
A fourth, with much difficulty, climbed to the quarter- 
deck, being loaded with a monſtrous alcites or dropſy, 
that invaded. his cheſt ſo much, he could ſcarce fetch his 
breath; but his diſeaſe being interpreted into fat, occa- 
toned by idleneſs and exceſs of eating, he was ordered, 
with a view to promote perſpiration, and enlarge his cheſt, 
to go aloft immediately: It was in vain for this unwieldy 
wretch to allege his utter incapacity, the boatſwain's driver 
was commanded to whip him up with the cat o'nine tails: 
The ſmart of this application made him exert himſelf ſo 
much, that he actually arrived at the puttoc ſhrouds; but 
when the enormous weight of his body had nothing elſe 
to ſupport it than his weakened arms, either out of ſpite 
or neceſſity, he quitted his hold, and plumped into the fea, 
*where he mult have been drowned, had not a ſailor, who 
was in a boat along-ſide, ſaved his life, by keeping him 
afloat till he was hoiſted on board by a tackle. It would 
be tedious and difagreeable to deſcrive the fate of every 
miſerable object that ſuffered by the inhumanity and ig- 
norance of the captain and ſurgeon, who ſo wantonly 1a- 
criticed the lives of their fellow creatures. Many were 
brought up in the height of fevers, and rendered delirious 
by the injuries they received in the way. Some gave up 
the ghoſt in the preſence of their inſpectors z and others, 


"ay were ordered to their duty, languiſhed a few days at 
| | ol. 1. | 85 | 
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work among their fellows, and then departed without any 
ceremony. On the whole, the number of the ſick was 
reduced to leſs than a dozen; and the authors of this re- 


duction were applauding themfelves for the ſervices they 
had done to their king and country, when the boatſwain's 
mate informed his honour, that there was a man below 


laſhed to his hammock by the direction of the doctor's 


mate, and that he begged hard to be releaſed ; affirming, 


he had been ſo maltreated only for a grudge Mr. Morgan 
bore him, and that he was as much in his ſenſes as any 
man aboard. The captain hearing this, darted a ſevere 
look at the Welchman, and ordered the man to be brought 


up immediately: Upon which, Morgan proteſted with 
great fervency, that the perſon in queſtion was as mad as 
a March-hare; and begged, for the love of Got, they 
would at leaſt keep his arms pinioned during his examina- 
tion, to prevent him from doing miſchief. This requeſt 
the commander granted for his own ſake, and the patient 
was produced, who inſiſted upon his being in his right 
wits with ſuch calmneſs and ſtrength of argument, that 
every body preſent was inclined to believe him, except 
Morgan, who affirmed there was no truſting to appear- 
ances; for he himſelf had been ſo much impoſed upon by 
his behaviour two days before, that he had actually un- 
bound him with his own hands, and had well nigh been 
murdered for his pains : 'This was confirmed by the evi- 
dence of one of the waiters, who declared, he had pulled 
this patient from the doctor's mate, whom he had gotten 


down and almoſt ſtrangled. To this the man anſwered, 


that the witneſs was a creature of Morgan's, and was ſu- 
borned to give his teſtimony againſt him by the malice of 
the mate, whom the defendant had affronted, by diſcover- 
ing to the people on board that Mr. Morgan's wife kept a 
gin ſhop in Rag-Fair. This anecdote produced a laugh at 
the expence of the Welchman, who ſhaking his head with 
ſome emotion, ſaid, “ Ay, ay, 'tis no matter. Got knows, 


it is an arrant falſehood.” Captain Oakum, without any 


further heſitation, ordered the fellow to be unfettered ; 
at the ſame time, threatening to make Morgan exchange 

| ſituations with him for his ſpite. But the Briton no iooner 

| heard the deciſion in favour of the madman, than he got 

up the mizen ſbrouds, crying to Thomſon and me to get 
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out of his reach, ſor we would ſee him play the devil with 
a vengeance. We did not think fit to diſregard his cau- 
tion, and accordingly got up on the poop, whence we be- 
held the maniac (as ſoon as he was releaſed) fly at the 
captain like a fury, crying, I'Il let you know, you ſcoun- 

drel, that I am commander of this veſſel,” and pommel 
him without mercy. The ſurgeon, who went to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his patron, ſhared the ſame fate; and it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty that he was maſtered at laſt, 
after having done great execution among thoſe who oppoſed 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


The captain enraged, threatens to put the madman to death with his own 
 hand-—is diverted from that reſolution by the arguments and perſua- 
ſions of the firſt lieutenant and ſurgeon—we ſet ſail for St. Helen's, join 
the fleet under the command of Sir C N——r O-——]e, and proceed 
for the Weſt Indies—are overtaken by a terrible tempeſt—my friend 
Jack Rattlin has his leg broke by a fall from the main-yard—the be- 
ha viour of Doctor Mackſhane—Jack oppoſes the amputation of his limb, 
in which he is ſeconded by Morgan and me, who undertake the cure, 
J Oo, ih 


Tas captain was carried into his cabin, fo enraged with 
the treatment he had received, that he ordered the fellow 
to be brought before him, that he might have the pleaſure 
of piſtoling him with his own hand; and would certainly 
have ſatisfied his revenge in this manner, had not the firſt _ 
lieutenant remonſtrated againſt it, by obſerving, that, in 
all appearance, the fellow was not mad but deſperate ; 
that he had been hired by ſome enemy of the captain to 
aſſaſſinate him, and therefore ought to be kept in irons till 
he could be brought to a court-martial, which, no doubt, 
would fift the affair to the bottom (by which means im- 
portant diſcoveries might be made), and then ſentence the 
criminal to a death adequate to his demerits. This ſug- 
geſtion, improbable as it was, had the deſired eſſect upon 
the captain, being exactly calculated for the meridian of 
his intelles; more eſpecially, as Doctor Mackſhane 
elpouſed this opinion, in conſequence of his previous de- 
| Ehration that the man was not mad. Morgan finding 
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there was no more e damage done, could not help diſcover- 
ing, by his countenance, the- pleaſure he enjoyed on this 
occaſion; and while he bathed the doctor's face with an 


embrocation, ventured to aſk him, whether he thought 
there were more fools or madmen on board ? But he would 
have been wiſer in containing this ſally, which his patient 
careſully laid up in his memory, to be taken notice of at 
a more fit ſeaſon. Meanwhile, we weighed anchor, and 
on our way to the Downs, the madman, who was treated 
as prifoner, took an opportunity, while the centinel at- 
tended him at the head, to leap over-board, and fruſtrate 


the revenge of the captain. We ſtaid not long at tlie 


Downs, but took the benefit of the firſt eaſterly wind to 


go round to Spithead; where having received on board 
- proviſions for fix months; we failed from St. Helen's in 


the grand fleet bound for the Weſt Indies, on the ever- 


memorable expedition of Carthagena. 


It was not without great mortification I ſaw myſelf on 


the point of being tranſported to ſuch a diſtant and un- 

| healthy climate, deſtitute of every convenience that could 

render ſuch a voyage ſupportable; and under the dominion 
of an arbitrary tyrant, whoſe command was almoſt intoler- 


able: However, as theſe complaints were common to a 


great many on board, I reſolved to ſubmit patiently to my 
fate, and contrive to make myſelf as eaſy as the nature of 
the cafe would allow. We got out of the Channel with 


a proſperous breeze, which died away, leaving us becalmed 


about fifty leagues to the weſtward of the Lizard: But 
this ſtate of inaction did not laſt long; for next night our 
main: top fail was ſplit by the wind, which in the morning 
increaſed to a hurricane. I was wakened by a moſt hor- 
rible din, occaſioned by the play of the gun carriages upon 
the deck above, the cracking of cabins, the howling of the 
wind through the ſhrouds, the confuſed noiſe of the ſhip's 
crew, the pipes of the boatſwain and his mates, the trum- 
pets of the lieutenants, and the clanking of the chain 


pumps. Morgan, who had never been at ſea before, 


turned out in a great hurry, crying, © Got have mercy _ 
and compaſſion upon us! I believe we have got upon the 
confines of Lucifer and the d—ned !” while poor Thomſon 
lay quaking in his hammock, putting up petitions to Hea- 
ven tor our ſafety. 29 1 roſe and Joined the Welcaman, 
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with whom (after having fortiſied ourſelves with brandy) 
1 went above; but, if my ſenſe of hearing was ſtartled be- 
fore, how muſt my ſight have been appalled in beholding 
the effects of the ſtorm ! The ſea was ſwelled into billows 
mountain-high, on the top of which, our {hip ſometimes 
hung as if it was about to be precipitated to the abyls be- 
low! Sometimes we ſunk between two waves that roſe on 
each ſide higher than our topmait-head, and threatened, 
by daſhing together, to overwhelm us in a moment! Or 
all our fleet, conſiſting of a hundred and fifty ſail, fearce 
twelve appeared, and theſe driving under their bare poles, 
at the mercy of the tempeſt. At length the maſt of one 
of them gave way, and tumbled over-board with a hideous 
_ craſh | Nor was the proſpeck in our own ſhip much more 
agreeable; a number of officers and failorsran backward 
and forward with diſtraction in their looks, hollowing to 
one another, and undetermined what they ſhould attend 
to brit. Some clung to the yards, endeavouring to un- 
bend the fails that were ſplit into a thouſand pieces flap- _ 
ping in the wind; others tried to furl thoſe which were 
yet whole, while the maſts, at every pitch, bent and 
quivered like twigs, as if they would have ſhivered into 
innumerable ſplinters | While I conſidered this ſcene with 
_ equal terror and aſtoniſhment, one of the main braces 
broke, by the ſhock whereof two ſailors were flung from 
the yard's arm into the fea, where they periſhed, and poor 
Jack Rattlin was thrown down upon the deck, at the ex- 
pence of a broken leg. Morgan and I ran immediately 
to his aſſiſtance, and found a ſplinter of the ſhin- bone 
_ thruſt by the violence of the fall through the {kin : As this 
was a caſe of too great conſequence to be treated without 
the authority of the doctor, I went down to his cabin to 
inform him of the accident, as well as to bring up dreſ- 
lings, which we always kept ready prepared. I entered 
lis apartment without any ceremony, and by the glimmer- 
Ing of a lamp, perceived him on his knees, before ſome- 
thing that very much reſembled a crucifix ; but this I will 
not inſiſt upon, that I may not ſeem too much a flave to 
common report, which indeed aſliited my eonjecture on 
this occaſion, by repreſenting Dr. Mackſhane as a member 
of the church of Rome. Be this as it will, he got up in 
@ fort of confuſion, occaſioned (LI ſuppoſe) by his being 
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diſturbed in his devotion, and, in a trice, ſnatched the ſub. 
ject of my ſuſpicion from my ſight. After making an 
apology for my intruſion, I acquatuizd him with the fitua- 
tion of Rattlin, but could by no means prevail upon him 
to viſit him on deck, where he lay; he bade me defire the 
boatſwain to order ſome of the men to carry him down to 
the cockpit, and in the mean time (ſaid he) I will direct 
Thomſon to get ready the dreſſings. When I ſignified to 
the boatſwain the doCtor's defire, he ſwore a terrible oath, 


that he could not ſpare one man from the deck, becauſe 
he expected the maſt would go by the board every minute. 
Ihis piece of information did not at all contribute to m 
peace of mind; however, as my friend Rattlin complamed 
very much, with the aſſiſtance of Morgan, I ſupported lum 


to the lower deck, whither Mr. Mackſhane, after much 


entreaty, ventured to come, attended by 'Thomſon with a 
box full of dreſſings, and his own ſervant, who carried a 
Whole ſet of capital inſtruments. He examined the frac- 
ture and the wound, and concluding, from a livid colour 
extending itſelf upon the limb, that a mortification would 
enſue, reſolved to amputate the leg immediately. This 
was a dreadful ſentence to the patient, who recruiting 


himſelf with a quid of tobacco, pronounced with a wofu! 


- countenance, © What! is there no remedy, Doctor? mult 
I be dock'd? can't you ſplice it?” “ Affuredly, Doctor 


Mackſhane (ſaid the firſt mate), with ſubmiſſion, and de- 


ference, and veneration, to your ſuperior abilities, and 


opportunities, and ſtations (look you), I do apprehend, 


and conjecture, and aver, that there is no occaſion nor 
neceſlity to ſmite off this poor man's leg.” * God Al- 
mighty bleſs you, dear Welchman | (cried Rattlin) may 
you have fair wind and weather wherefoever you're bound, 
and come to an anchor in the Road of Heaven at laſt.” 
Mackſhane, very much incenſed at his mate's differing 
in opinion from him ſo openly, anſwered, that he was 
not bound to give an account of his practice to him; 
and, in a peremptory tone, ordered him to apply the 
tourniquet. At the fight of which, Jack ſtarting up, 
5 cried, 79 Avaſt, avaſt! d—n my heart, if you clap your 
nippers on me, till I know wherefore ! Mr. Random, 
won't you lend a hand towards ſaving my precious limb? 
| Odds heart, if Lieutenant Bowling was here, he would 
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not ſuffer Jack Rattlin's leg to be chopped off like a 
piece of old junk.“ This pathetic addreſs to me, joined 


to my inclination to ſerve my honeſt friend, and the rea- 


ſons I had to believe there was no danger in delaying 
the amputation, induced me to declare myſelf of the firſt 
mate's opinion, and afhrm, that the preternatural colour 


of the ſkin was owing to an inflammation occaſioned by a 

- contuſion, and common in all ſuch caſes, without any in- 
dication of an approaching gangrene. Morgan, who had 
a great opinion of my ſkill, manifeſtly exulted in my fel- 
| lowſhip, and aſked Thomſon's ſentiments of the matter, 


in hopes of ſtrengthening our aſſociation with him too 
but he, being of a meek diſpoſition, and either dreading 


the enmity of the ſurgeon, or ſpeaking the dictates of his 
own judgment, in a modeſt manner, eſpouſed the opinion 
of Mackſhane, who, by this time, having conſulted with 
himſelf, determined to act in ſuch a manner, as to ſcreen 


himſelf from cenſure, and at the fame time revenge him- 


| ſelf on us, for our arrogance in contradicting him. With 
this view, he aſked, if we would undertake to cure the 
leg at our peril ; that is, be anſwerable for the conſe- 
quence. To this queſtion Morgan replied, that the lives 
of his creatures are in the hands of Got alone; and it 
would be great preſumption in him to undertake for an 
event that was in the power of his Maker, no more than 
the doctor could promiſe to cure all the ſick to whom he 


adminiſtered his aſſiſtance ; but if the patient would put 
himſelf under our direction, we would do our endeavour 
to bring his diſtemper to a favourable iſſue, to which, at 


| preſent, we ſaw no obſtruction. I ſignified my concur- 


rence z and Rattlin was ſo overjoyed, that ſhaking us both 


by the hands, he ſwore nobody elſe ſhould touch him, and 
if he died, his blood ſhould be upon his own head. Mr. 


Mackſhane, flattering himſelf with the proſpect of our miſ- 


_ carriage, went away, and left us to manage it as we ſhould 
think proper; accordingly, having ſawed off part of the 
ſplinter that ſtuck through the ſkin, we reduced the frac- 
ture, dreſſed the wound, applied the eighteen tailed band- 
age, and put the leg in a box, ſecundum artem. Every 
thing ſucceeded according to our wiſh, and we had the 
| latisfaQtion of not only preſerving the poor fellow's leg, 
but likewiſe of rendering the doctor contemptible among 
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the ſhip's company, who had all their eyes on us durin 
the courſe of this cure, which was completed in ſix weeks. 


1 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


ane 5 Wins am tak up and anprifencd for a eren 
IS with the ſame fate Thomſon is tampered with to turn evidence 
againſt us—diſdains the propoſal, and is maltreated for his integrity 
Mor Zan is releaſed to aflift the ſurgeon during an engagement with 


ſome Fre nch ſhips of war—l remain fettered on the poop, expoſed to 


the enemy's ſhot, and grow delirious with fear—Am comforted after 
the battle by Morgan, who ſpeaks freely of the captain; is overheard 
by the centinel, who informs againſt him, and again impriſoned— 

Thomſon grows deſperate, and, notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of 
Mor uw and me, goes over- board i in the 2 | 


I's the mean time, the ſtorm ſubſided into a briſk ale 
that carried us into the warm latitudes, where the wea- 
ther became intolerable, and the crew very ſickly. The 
doctor left nothing unattempted towards the completion 
of his vengeance againſt the Welchman and me. He 


Went among the ſick, under pretence of i inquiring into 
their grievances, wi in a view of picking up complaints to 


our prejudice, but finding himſelf fruſtrated in that ex- 
pectation, by the good will we had procured from the 
patients by our diligence and humanity, he took the re- 
ſolution of liſtening to our converſation, by hiding him- 


ſelf behind the canvaſs that ſurrounded our birth; here 
too he was detected by the boy of our mels, he AC 
quainted us with this piece of behaviour; and one night 
While we were picking a large bone of ſalt beef, Morgan 
diſcerned ſomething ſtir on the outſide of our hangings, 


which immediately interpreting to be the doctor, he tipt 
me the wink, and pointed to the piace, where I could per- 


ceive ſomebody ſtanding; upon which, I ſnatched up the 
bone, and levelled it with all my force at him, ſaying, 
„ Whoever you are, take that for your curioſity.“ It had 
the deſired effect, for we heard the liſtener tumble down, 
and afterwards crawl to his own cabin. I applauded my- 
| ſelf much for this feat, which turned out one of the moſt. 
unlucky, exploits of my life, Mackſhane from that time 


marking Z me out for deſtruction. About a week after ths 
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exploit, as I was going my rounds among the ſick, I was 
taken priſoner, and carried to the poop by the maſter at 
arms, where I was loaded with irons, and ſtapled to the 
deck, on pretence that I was a ſpy on board, and had 
_ conſpired againſt the captain's life. How ridiculous ſo- 


ever this imputation was, I did not fail to ſuffer by it all 


the rigour that could be ſhown to the worlt of criminals, 
being expoſed in this miſerable condition to the ſcorching 


heat of the ſun by day, and the unwholeſome damps by 


night, during the ſpace of twelve days, in which I was 
neither brought to trial, nor examined touching the pro- 
bability of the charge. I had no ſooner recovered the ule 
of my reflection, which had been quite overthrown by 


this accident, than I fent for Thomſon, who, after con- 
doling me on the occaſion, hinted, that I owed this miſ- 
fortune to the hatred of the doctor, who had given an in- 
formation againſt me to the captain, in conſequence of 
which I was arreſted, and all my papers ſcized. While 
I was curſing my capricious fate, I ſaw Morgan aſcend 
the poop, guarded by two corporals, who made him fit 
down by me, that he might be pinioned in the fame ma- 


chine. Notwithſtanding my ſituation, [ could ſcarce re- 
tram from laughing at the countenance of my. fellow-pri- 


| loner, who, without ſpeaking one word, allowed his feet 
to be encloſed in the rings provided for that purpoſe ; but 


_ when they pretended to faſten him on his back, he grew 


_ outrageous, and drawing a large cofiteau from lis ſide- 
pocket, threatened to rip up the belly of the firſt man 


that ſhould approach him, in order to treat him in ſuch 


an unworthy manner. They were preparing to uſe him 
very roughly, when the lieutenant on the quarter-deck 

called up to them to let him remain as he was. He then 
_ crept towards me, and taking me by the hand, bade me 


_ © put my truſt in Got.” And looking at Thomſon, who 


lat by us trembling, with a pale viſage, told him, there 


were two more rings for his feet, and he ſhould be glad 


| to find him in ſuch good company. But it was not the 
intention of our adverſary to include the ſecond mate in 
dur fate: Him he excepted, to be his drudge in attending 


| the lick, and, if poſſible, his evidence againſt us: With 
this view, he ſounded him afar off, but ſinding his in- 
tegrity incorruptible, haraſſed him ſo much out of ſpite, 
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that, in a ſhort time, this mild creature grew weary of 
his life. 1 
While I and my fellow-priſoner comforted each other 


in our tribulation, the admiral diſcovered four ſail to lee- 


ward, and made ſignal for our ſhip and four more to chaſe : 
Hereupon every thing was cleared for an engagement; 
and Mackſhane foreſeeing he ſhould have occaſion for 


more aſſiſtants than one, obtained Morgan's liberty; while 


I was left in this deplorable poſture to the chance of bat- 


_ tle. It was almoſt dark when we came up with the ſtern- 


moſt chaſe, which we hailed, and inquired who they were: 
They gave us to underſtand they were French men of 
war; upon which Captain Oakum commanded them to 


ſend their boat on board of him; but they refuſed, telling 
him, if he had any buſineſs with them, to come on board 
of their ſhip: He then threatened to pour in a broadſide 


upon them, which they. promiſed to return. Both fides 


| were as good as their word; and the engagement began 
with great fury. The reader may gueſs how I paſſed my 
time, lying in this helpleſs fituation, amidſt the terrors of 


a ſea- fight; expecting every moment to be cut aſunder, 


or daſhed in pieces by the enemy's ſhot ! I endeavoured to 
compole myſelf as much as poſſible, by reflecting that I 
was not a whit more expoſed than thoſe who were ſtation- 
ed about me; but when I beheld them employed without 
intermiſſion in annoying the foe, and encouraged by the 
ſociety and behaviour of one another, I could eafily perceive 
a wide difference between their condition and mine: How-_ 
ever, 1 concealed my agitation as well as I could, till the 
head of the officer of marines, who ſtood near me, being 


ſhot off, bounced from the deck athwart my face, leaving 
me well nigh blinded with brains. I could contain myſelf 


no longer, but began to bellow with all the ſtrength of my 
| lungs: When a drummer coming towards me, aſked if | 
. was wounded ? and before I could anſwer, received a great 
| ſhot in his belly, which tore out his entrails, and he fell flat 
on my breaſt. This accident entirely bereft me of all dii- | 
_ cretion : I redoubled my cries, which were drowned in the 
noiſe of the battle; and finding myſelf diſregarded, loſt all 


patience, and became frantic : I vented my rage in oaths 


and execrations, till my ſpirits being quite exhauſted, I 
remained quiet and inſenſible of the load that oppreſſed 
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me. The engagement laſted till broad day, when Cap- 
tain Oakum, finding that he was like to gain neither ho- 
nour nor advantage by the affair, pretended to be un- 


deceived by ſeeing their colours; and hailing the ſhip with 


whom he had fought all night, proteſted he believed them 

Spaniards, and the guns being filenced on each fide, or- 
| dered the barge to be hoiſted out, and went on board of 
the French Commodore. Our loſs amounted to ten kill- 
ed, and eighteen wounded, molt part of whom afterwards 
died. My fellow-mates- had no ſooner deſpatched their 


| buſineſs in the cockpit, than, full of friendly concern, 
they came to viſit me. Morgan aſcending firſt, and fee- 


ing my face almoſt covered with brains and blood, con- 


cluded I was no longer a man for this world; and calling 
to Thomſon with great emotion, bade him come up, and 
take his laſt farewell of his comrade and countryman, who 

was poſting to a petter place, where there were no Mack 


ſhanes nor Oakums to aſperſe and torment him. “ No 


(ſaid he, taking me by the hand), you are going to 2 
country where there is more reſpect thown to unfortunate | 


| ſhentlemen, and where you will have the ſatisfaction of 
peholding your adverſaries toſſing upon pillows of purning 


primſtone.“ Thomſon, alarmed at this apoſtrophe, made 


| | haſte to the place where I lay, and fitting down by me, 
with tears in his eyes, inquired into the nature of my ca- 


lamity. By this time I had recollected myſelf ſo far, as 


to be able to converſe rationally with my friends, whom, 
do their great ſatisfaction, I immediately undeceived with 


regard to their apprehenſion of my being mortally wound- 
ed. After I had got myſelf diſengaged from the carnage 
in which I wallowed, and partaken of a refreſhment which 
my friends brought along with them, we entered into 

ditcourſe upon the hardſhips we ſuſtained, and ſpoke very 
freely of the authors of our miſery : But our diſcourte - 
being overheard by the centinel who guarded me, he was 
no ſooner reheved, than he reported to the captain every 
ſyllable of our converſation, according to the orders he 


| had received: The effect of this information ſoon appear- 


ed in the arrival of the maſter at arms, who replaced 
Morgan in his former {tation ; and gave the ſecond mate 
_ A caution to keep a ſtrict guard over his tongue, if he did 


not chooſe to accompany us in our confinement. 'Thom- 
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ſon foreſeeing that the whole ſlavery of attending the fick 
and wounded, as well as the cruelty of Mackſhane, muſt 
now fall upon his ſhoulders, grew deſperate at the pro- 
ſpectz and though I never heard him ſwear before, im- 
precated dreadful curſes on the heads of his oppreſſors, 
declaring that he would rather quit life altogether, than 
be much longer under the power of ſuch barbarians. I 
was not a little ſtartled at his vivacity, and endeavoured 
to alleviate his complaints, by repreſenting the ſubject of 
my own, with as much aggravation as it would bear, by 
which compariſon he might fee the balance of misfortune 
lay on my fide, and take an example from me of fortitude 
and ſubmiſſion, till ſuch time as we could procure redreſs, 
which (I hoped) was not far off, conſidering, that we 
ſhould e be in a harbour in leſs than three days, 
where we ſhould have an opportunity of. preferring our 
complaints to the admiral. The Welchman joined in my 
remonttrance, and was at great pains to demonſtrate, that 
it was every man's duty, as well as intereſt, to refign 
himſelf to the divine will, and look upon himſelf as a cen- 
tinel upon duty, who is by no means at liberty to leave 
his poſt before he is relieved. Thomſon liſtened atten- 
tively to what we ſaid, and at laſt, ſhedding a flood of 


tears, ſhook his head, and left us, without making whe 


reply. About eleven at night, he came to ſee us again, 
with a ſettled gloom on his countenance, and gave us to 
underſtand, that he had undergone exceſſive toil ſince he 
ſaw us, and in recompenſe had been groſsly abuſed by 
the doctor, who taxed him with being confederate with | 
us, in a deſign of taking away his life, and that of the 
captain. After ſome time ſpent in mutual exhortation, 
he got up, and ſqueezing me by the hand with an un- 
common fervour, cried God bleſs you both;“ and left 
us to wonder at his ſingular manner of parting with ,, 
which did not fail to make a deep impreſſion on us. 
Next morning, when the hour of viſitation came round, 
this unhappy young man was miſling, and, after ſtrict 
ſearch, ſuppoſed to have gone over-board in * night; 5 
and this was certainly the caſe, - 
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CHAPTER XXX. 


ye lament the fate of our companion—the captain offers Morgan his [- 
berty, which he refuſes to accept We are brought before him, and 
examined—Morgan is ſent back into cuſtody, whither alſo I am re- 
manded, after a curious trial, | | > © re 


Tux news of this event affected my fellow-priſoner and 
me extremely, as our unfortunate companion had juſtly 
acquired, by his amiable diſpoſition, the love and eſteem 
of us both; and the more we regretted his untimely fate, 
the greater horror we conceived for the villain who was 
undoubtedly the occaſion» of it. This abandoned miſ- 
creant did not diſcover the leaſt ſymptom of concern tor 
Thomſon's death, although he muſt have been conſcious 
to himſelf of having driven him by ill uſage ta that fatal 
_ reſolution ; but defired the captain to ſet Morgan at li- 
berty again, to look after the patients. Accordingly, 
one of the corporals was ſent up to unfetter him; but he 
_ proteſted he would not be releaſed until he ſhould know 
for what he was confined ; nor would he be a tennis-ball, 
nor a ſhuttle-cock, nor a trudge, nor a ſcullion, to any 
captain under the fun. Oakum finding him obſtinate, 
and fearing it would not be in his power to exerciſe his 
tyranny much longer with impunity, was willing to ſhow 
lome appearance of juſtice, and therefore ordered us 
both to be brought before him on the quarter-deck, where 
he ſat in ſtate, with his clerk on one fide, and his coun- 
ſellor Mackſhane on the other. When we approached, he 
| honoured us with this ſalutation: © So, gentlemen, damn 
my blood] many a captain in the navy would have ordered 
you both to be tuck'd up to the yard's arm, without either 
judge or jury, for the crimes you have been guilty of; but, 
damn my blood, I have too much good-nature, in allow- 
Ing ſuch dogs as you to make your defence.” „Captain 
Oakum (ſaid my fellow-ſufferer), certainly it is in your 
power (Got help the while) to tuck us all up at your will, 
and deſire, and pleaſures. And perhaps it would be pet- 
ter for ſome of us to be tucked up, than undergo the mi- 
leries to which we have been expoſed. So may the farm- 
4 | 
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er hang his kids for his diverſion, and amuſement, and 
mirth ; but there is ſuch a thing as juſtice, if not upon 
earth, ſurely 3 in heaven, that will puniſh with fire and 


primſtone all thoſe who take away the lives of innocent 


people out of wantonneſs and parparity (look you) —In 


the mean time, I ſhall be glad to know the crimes laid to 
my charge, and ſee the perſon who accuſes me.” © That 


you ſhall (ſaid the captain)—here, doctor, what have you 
to ſay ?? Mackſhane ſtepping forward, hemmed a good 


while, in order to clear his throat, and, before he began, 
5 Morgan accoſted him thus: Doctor Mackſhane, look 
in my face look in the face of an honeſt man, who ab- 
hors a falſe witneſs as he abhors the tevil, and Got be 

Judge between you and me.” The doctor, not minding 
this conjuration, made the following ſpeech, as near as 


I can remember: © Pll tell you what, Mr. Morgan, to 
be ſure, what you ſay is juſt, in regard to an honeſt man, 


and if fo be it appears as how you are an honeſt man, 
then it is my opinion, that you deſerve to be acquitted, 

in relation to that there affair; for I tell you what, Cap- 
| tain Oakum is reſolved for to do every body juſtice. As 

for my own part, all that I have to allege is, that I have 

been informed you have ſpoken diſreſpectful words a- 
gainſt your captain, who, to be ſure, is the moſt ho- 
nourabſe and generous commander in the king's ſervice, 
without aſparagement or acception of man, woman, or 


child. Having uttered this elegant harangue, on which 


3 ſeemed to plume himſelf, Morgan replied, “ I do 


partly gueſs, and conceive, and underſtand your mean- 


ing, which I wiſh could be more explicit : But, how- 
ever, I do ſuppoſe I am not to be condemned upon bare 

hearſay; or if I am convicted of ſpeaking diſreſpectful- 
Iy of Captain Oakum, I hope there is no treaſon in my 


words.” © But there's mutiny, by God, and that's 
death by the articles of war (cried Oakum)— -In the 


mean time, let the witneſſes be called.” Hereupon Mack- 
ſhane's ſervant appeared, and the boy of our meſs, whon: 
they had ſeduced and tutored for the purpoſe. The tfirii. 
declared, that Morgan, as he deſcended the cockpit ladder | 
one day, curſed the captain, and called him a ſavage beaſt, 
ſaying, be ought to be hunted down as an enemy *o man- 


kind. be This — the 7 is a ſtrong * :ſumption of 


3 
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a deſign formed againſt the captain's life. For why ? 
It preſuppoſes malice aforethought, and a criminal inten- 
tion a priori.” © Right (ſaid the captain to this miſerable 


grub, who had been an attorney's oy you ſhall have 


law enough; here's Cook and Littlejohn for it.” This 
evidence was confirmed by the boy, who affirmed, he 
heard the firſt mate ſay, that the captain had no more 
bowels than a bear, and the ſurgeon had no more brains 


than an aſs. Then the centinel who heard our diſcourſe 
on the poop was examined, and informed the court that 
the Welchman aſſured me, Captain Oakum and Doctor 
Mackſhane would toſs upon billows of burning brimſtone 
in hell for their barbarity. The clerk obſerved, that there 
vas an evident prejudication, which confirmed the former 
ſuſpicion of a conſpiracy againſt the life of Captain Oax- 
um; for, becauſe, how could Morgan fo poſitively pro- 
nounce that the captain and ſurgeon would be damned, 
_ unleſs he had an intention to make away with them be- 
fore they could have time to repent ? This ſage explana- 
tion had great weight with our noble commander, who 
_ exclaimed, * What have you to ſay to this, Taffy ? you 
| ſeem to be taken all a-back, brother, ha!” Morgan was 
too much of a gentleman to difown the text, although he 
abſolutely denied the truth of the comment : Upon which 
the captain, ſtrutting up to him, with a ferocious coun- 
tenance, ſaid, . So, Mr. ſon of a bitch, you confeſs you 
honoured me with the names of bear and beaſt, and pro- 
nounced my damnation ? Damn my heart! I have a good | 
mind to have you brought to a court-martial, and hanged, 
| you dog.” Here Mackſhane, having occaſion for an 
aſſiſtant, interpoſed, and begged the captain to pardon 


Mr. Morgan, with his wonted goodneſs, upon condition 


that he, the delinquent, ſhould make ſuch ſubmiſſion as 

the nature of his miſdemeanour demanded. Upon which 
the Cambro-Briton, who on this occaſion would have 

made no ſubmiſſion to the Great Mogul, ſurrounded with 
his guards, thanked the doctor for his mediation, and ac- 


knowledged himſelf in the wrong for calling the image of 


God a peaſt; “ but (ſaid he) I ſpoke by metaphor, and 
parable, and compariſon, and types; as we ſignify meek- 
neſs by a lamb, lechery by a goat, and craftineſs by a | 
fox; ſo we liken ignorance to an aſs, and brutality to a 
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bear, and fury to a tiger; therefore I made uſe of theſe 
ſimiles to expreſs my ſentiments (look you), and what I 
ſaid before Got, I will not unſay before man or peuſt nei- 
ther.” Oakum was ſo proyoked at this inſolence (as he 
termed it), that he ordered him forthwith to be carried 
to the place of his confinement, and his clerk to proceed 
on the examination of me. The firſt queſtion put to me, 
was touching the place of my nativity, which I declared 
to be the north of Scotland. The north of Ireland 
more like (cried the captain), but we ſhall bring you up 
preſently.” He then aſked what religion I profeſſed; and 
_ when I anſwered, The Proteſtant,” ſwore I was as ar- 
rant a Roman as ever went to maſs. “ Come, core, 
clerk (continued he), catechiſe him a little on this ſub- 
ject.” But before I relate the particulars of the clerk's 
Inquiries, it will not be amiſs to inform the reader, cha: 
our commander himſelf was an Hibernian, and, if not 
fſmhrewaly belied, a Roman Catholic to boot. * You ſay 
you are a Proteſtant (ſaid the clerk); make the ſign of the 
_ croſs with your fingers, ſo, and ſwear upon it to that 
affirmation.” When I was about to perform this cere- 
mony, the captain cried with ſome emotion,“ No, We 
damme | I'll have no profanation neither. But go 
with your interrogations.” © Well then (proceeded os 
examiner), how many ſacraments are there ?? To which 
I replied, . Two.” „What are they?“ ſaid he. I an- 
ſwered, © Baptiſni and the Lord's Supper: « And fo you 
would explode confirmation and marriage altogether ? 
(ſaid Oakum) I thought this fellow was a rank Roman.“ 
The clerk, though he was bred under an attorney, could 
not refrain from bluſhing at this blunder, which he en- 
deavoured to conceal, by obſerving, that theſe decoys 
Vould not do with me, who ſeemed to be an old offender. 
He went on with aſking, if I believed in tranſubſtantia- 
tion; but I treated the notion of a real preſence wit! 
ſuch diſreſpect, that his patron was ſcandalized at my 
impiety, and commanded him to proceed to the plot. 
Whereupon this miſerable pettifogger told me, there was 
great reaſon to ſuſpect me of being a ſpy on board; and 
that I had entered into a conſpiracy with Thomſon, and 
others not yet detected, againſt the life of Captain Oak- 
um : Which accuſation they pretended to ſupport by the 
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evidence of our boy, who declared, he had often heard 
the deceaſed: Thomſon and me whiſpering together, and 
could diſtinguiſh the words © Oakum, raſcal, poiſon, 
piſtol.” By which expreſſions it appeared, we did intend. 
to uſe ſiniſter means to accompliſh his deſtruction. That 
the death of Thomſon ſeemed to confirm this conjecture z 
who, either feeling the ſtings of remorſe, for being en- 
gaged in ſuch a horrid confederacy, or fearing a diſ- 
covery, by which he muſt have infallibly ſuffered an 5 
nominous death, had put a fatal period to his own exiſt- 
ence. But what eſtabliſhed the truth of the whole, was 
a book in cyphers, found among my papers, which exact- 
ly tallied with one found in his cheſt, after his diſappear- 
ance : This, he obſerved, was a preſumption very near 
proof poſitive, and would determine any jury in Chriften- _ 
dom to find me guilty. In my own defence, I alleged 
that I had been dragged on board at firſt very much 
againſt my inclination, as I could prove by the evidence 
ol ſome people now in the ſhip, conſequently could have 
no deſign of becoming ſpy at that time; and ever ſince 
had been entirely out of the reach of any correſpondence 
that could juſtly entail that ſuſpicion upon me. As for 
conſpiring againſt my captain's life, it could not be ſup- 
poſed that any man in his right wits would harbour the 
leaſt thought of ſuch an undertaking, which he could not 
poſſibly perform without certain infamy and ruin to him- 
_ ſelf, even if he had all the inclination in the world. 
That, allowing the boy's evidence to be true (which I 
aflirmed was falſe and malicious), nothing concluſive 
could be gathered from a few incoherent words : Neither 
was the of Mr. 'Thomſon a circumitance more fa- 
vourable for the charge; for I had in my pocket a letter 
which too well explained that myſtery, in a very diffe- 
rent manner from that which was ſuppoſed. With theſe 
Words, I produced the following letter, which Jack Rattlin 
brought to me the very day after 'Thomſon diſappeared ; 
and told me it was committed to his care by the deceaſed, 
who made him promiſe not to deliver it ſooner. The 
_ Clerk taking it out of my hand, read aloud the contents, 
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«© Dear FRIEND, 5 55 
« I AM fo much oppreſſed with the fatigue I daily and 
nightly undergo, and the barbarous uſage of Doctor 
Mackſhane, who is bent on your deſtruction, as well as 
mine, that I am refolved to free myſelf from this miſer- 
able life, and, before you receive this, ſhall be no more. 
TI could have wiſhed to die in your good opinion, which I 
am afraid I ſhall forfeit by the laſt act of my life; but if 
you cannot acquit me, I know you will at leaſt preſerve 
ſome regard for the memory of an unfortunate young 
man who loved you. I recommend it to you to beware 
of Mackſhane, whoſe revenge is implacable. I wiſh all 
_ proſperity to you and Mr. Morgan, to. whom pray offer 
my laſt reſpects, and beg to be remembered as your un- 
happy friend and country ma, „ 


WILLIAM THOMSON.“ 8 


I his letter was no ſooner read, than Mackſhane, in 
a tranſport of rage, fnatched it out of the clerk's hands, 
and tore it into a thouſand pieces, ſaying, it was a vil- 
lanous forgery, contrived and executed by myſelf. The 
captain and clerk declared themſelves of the ſame opi- 
nion, although I inſiſted on having the remains of it 
compared with other writings of Thomſon, which they 
had in their poſſeſſion; and I was ordered to anſwer the 
laſt article of my accuſation, namely, the book of cyphers 
found among my papers. That is eafily done (ſaid I). 
What you are pleaſed to call cyphers, are no other than 
the Greek characters, in which, for my amuſement, | 
kept a diary of every thing remarkable that has occurred 
to my obſervation, ſince the beginning of the voyage till 
the day on which I was put in irons; and the ſame me- 
thod was practiſed by Mr. Thomſon, who copied mine.“ 
« A very likely ſtory ! (cried Mackſhane) what occaſion 
was there for uſing Greek characters, if you were not 
afraid of diſcovering what you had wrote? But what d'ye 
talk of Greek characters? D'ye think I am ſo ignorant 
of the Greek language, as not to diſtinguiſh its letters 
from theſe, which are no more Greek than Chineſe ? No, 
no, I will not give up my knowledge of the Greek for 
you, nor none that ever came from your country.” 80 
ſaying, with an unparalleled effrontery, he repeated ſome 
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gibberiſh, which by the ſound ſeemed to be Iriſh, and 
made it paſs for Greek with the captain, who, lookin 

at me with a contemptuous ſneer, exclaimed, © Ah ! ah 
have you caught a tartar ?” I could not help ſmiling at 
the conſummate aſſurance of this Hibernian, and offered 
to refer the diſpute to any body on board who underſtood 


the Greek alphabet: Upon which Morgan was brought 


back, and being made acquainted with the affair, took 


the book and read a whole page in Engliſh without he- 
| fitation, deciding the controverſy in my favour. The 


doctor was ſo far from being out of countenance at this 


deteCtion, that he affirmed Morgan was in the ſecret, and 
repeated from his own invention. Oakum ſaid, “ Ay, 
ay, I ſee they are both in a ſtory ;” and diſmiſſed my fel- 
his cock-loft, although I propoſed that he and 
I ſhould read and tranſlate ſeparately, any chapter or 
verſe in the Greek Teſtament in his poſſeſſion, by which 
it would appear whether we or the ſurgeon ſpoke truth. 
Not being endued with eloquence enough to convince the 
captain that there could be no juggle nor confederacy in 
this expedient, I begged to be examined by ſome uncon- 
_ cerned perſon on board, who underſtood Greek: Ac- 
_ cordingly the whole ſhip's company, officers and all, were 
called upon deck, among whom it was proclaimed, that 
if any of them could ſpeak Greek, he or they ſo qualified 
ſhould aſcend the quarter-deck immediately. After ſome 
pauſe, two fore-maſt men came up, and profeſſed their 
kill in that language, which (they ſaid) they acquired 
during ſeveral voyages to the Levant, among the Greeks 
of the Morea. The captain exulted much in this decla- 
ration, and put my journal-book into the hands of one of 
them, who candidly owned he could neither read nor 
write: the other acknowledged the ſame degree of igno- 
Trance, but pretended to ſpeak the Greek lingo with any 
man on board; and addreſſing himſelf to me, pronounced 
ſome ſentences of a barbarous corrupted language, which 
I did not underſtand. I aſſerted, that the modern Greek 
Was as different from that ſpoke and written by the an- 


| cients, as the Engliſh uſed now from the old Saxon ſpoke 
in the time of Hengiſt; and as I had only learned the 
true original tongue, in which Homer, px the Evan- 
geliſts, and other great men of antiquity wrote, it could 
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not be ſuppoſed that I ſhould know any thing of an im- 
perfect Gothic dialect that roſe on the ruins of the form- 
er, and ſcarce retained any traces of the old expreſ- 


ſion. But if Doctor Mackfhane, who pretended to be 


maſter of the Greek language, could maintain a con- 


verſation with theſe ſeamen, I would retract what I had 
ſaid, and be content to ſuffer any puniſhment he ſhould 


think proper to inflict. I had no ſooner uttered theſe 
words, than the ſurgeon, knowing one of theſe fellows 
to be his countryman, accoſted him in Iriſh, and was an- 


ſwered in the ſame brogue; then a dialogue enſued be- 
_ tween them, which they affirmed to be in Greek, after hav- 


ing ſecured the ſecrecy of the other tar, who had his cue 
in the language of the Morea from his companion, before 


they could venture to aſſert ſuch an intrepid falſehood. 
I thought (ſaid Oakum) we ſhould diſcover the impoſ- 
ture at laſt. Let the raſcal be carried back to his con- 


finement. I find he muſt dangle.” Having nothing fur- 


ther to urge in my own behalf, before a court ſo preju- 
diced with ſpite, and fortified with 1gnorance againſt truth, 
1 ſuffered myſelf to be re-conducted peaceably to my fel- 
low-prifoner, who hearing the particulars of my trial, 
lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, and uttered a 
_ dreadful groan; and not daring to diſburden his thoughts 
to me by ſpeech, leſt he might be overheard by the cen- 
tinel, burſt forth into a Welch ſong, which he accom- 
panied with a thouſand contortions of face, and violent 
ne,, 


th. 


” - 0 - 


CHAPTER xxl. 


1 diſcover a ſubordination againſt me, by means of a quarrel between two 


of the evidences; in conſequence of which I am ſet at liberty, and pre- 
vail upon Morgan to accept of his freedom on the fame terms—Mack- 


 ſhane's malice—we arrive at Jamaica, from whence, in a ſhort time, 
we beat up to Hiſpaniola, in conjunction with the Weſt India ſqua- 
! dron—we take in water, fail again, and arrive at Carthagena—rellec- 


tions on our conduct there. 


Meaxwarns, a quarrel happened between the two mo- 


dern Greeks, the one, to be revenged of the other, came 


and diſcovered to us the myſtery of Mackſhane's dialogue, 
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as I have explained it above. This deteCtion coming to 
the ears of the doctor, who was ſenſible, that (now we 
were in fight of Jamaica) we ſhould have an opportunity 
of clearing ourſelves before a court-martial, and, at the 
ſame time, of making his malice and ignorance conſpicu- 
ous, he interceded for us with the captain ſo effeCtually, 
that, in a few hours, we were ſet at liberty, and ordered 
to return to our duty. This was a happy event for me, 


my whole body being bliſtered by the ſun, and my limbs 


benumbed by want of motion : But I could ſcarce per- 


ſuade the Welchman to accept of this indulgence, he per- 
| fiſting in his obſtinacy to remain in irons until he ſhould 


be diſcharged by a court-martial, which he believed would 


| alſo do him juſtice on his enemies; at length I repreſent- 


ed to him the precarious iſſue of a trial, the power and 


intereſt of his adverſaries, and flattered his revenge with 


the hope of wreaking his reſentment with his own hands 
upon Mackſhane after our return to England. This laſt 
argument had more weight with him than all the reſt, 


and prevailed upon him to repair with me to the cock- 


pit, which I no ſooner entered than the idea of my de- 
parted friend preſented itſelf to my remembrance, and 
filled my eyes with tears. We diſcharged from our meſs 


the boy who had acted ſo perfidiouſly, notwithſtanding 


his tears, entreaties, and profeſſions of penitence for what 


he had done; but not before he had confeſſed that the 


ſurgeon had bribed him to give evidence againſt us, with 


a pair of ſtockings, and a couple of old check ſhirts, of 


which his ſervant had ſince plundered him. 


I he keys of our cheſts and lockers being 


his poſſeſſion till that time, when he received them from 


his maſter, with orders to deliver them to us. As Got 


is my judge (cried Morgan), and my falfation, and my 


witneſs, whoſoever has pilfered my proviſions, is a louſy, 


peggarly, raſcally knave ! and by the ſoul of my grand- 
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25 ſent to us by 

the doctor, we detained the meſſenger until we had ex- 
amined the contents; and my fellow-mate finding all his 
Cheſhire cheeſe conſumed to a cruſt, his brandy exhauſt- 

| ed, and his onions gone, was ſeized with a fit of choler, 

which he diſcharged on Mackſhane's man in oaths and 

_ Execrations, threatening to proſecute him as a thief. The 
fellow ſwore in his turn, that he never had the keys in 
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fire | I will impeach, and accuſe, and indict him of a 
roppery, if I did but know who he is.“ —Had this mis- 


fortune happened at fea, where we could not repair the 


loſs, in all probability this deſcendent of CaraQtacus 
would have loſt his wits entirely; but, when I obſerved 
how eaſy it would be to remedy this paltry miſchance, he 


became more calm, and reconciled himſelf to the occa- 
fion. A little while after this tranſport, the ſurgeon 


came into the birth, under pretence of taking ſomething 


out of the medicine cheſt, and, with a ſmiling aſpect, 
wWiſhed us joy of our deliverance, which, he ſaid, he had 
been at great pains to obtain of the captain, who was ver 
juſtly incenſed at our behaviour; but he (the doctor) had 
_ paſſed his word for our future conduct, and he hoped we 
_ ſhould give him no cauſe to repent of his kindneſs. He 
expected, no doubt, an acknowledgment from us for this 
' pretended piece of ſervice, as well as a general amneſty of 
what was paſt ; but he had to do with people who were not 
quite ſo apt to forgive injuries as he imagined, or to forget, 
that, if our deliverance was owing to his mediation, our ca- 
lamity was cccaſtoned by his malice : I therefore fat ſilent, 
while my companion anſwered, “ Ay, ay, tis no matter. 
Got knows the heart—there is a time for all things, as the 
wiſe man ſaith, there is a time for throwing away ſtones, 
and a time to gather them up again.” He ſeemed to be 
_ diſconcerted at this reply, and went away in a pet, mut- 
_ tering ſomething about“ Ingratitude” and © Fellows,” of 
which we did not think fit to take any notice. 


Our fleet having joined another that waited for us, lay 


at anchor about a month in the harbour at Port Royal in 
Jamaica, during which time ſomething of conſequence was 
certainly tranſacted; notwithſtanding the inſinuations of 
ſome who affirmed we had no buſineſs at all in that place; 
that, in order to take the advantage of the ſeaſon proper 
for our enterpriſe, the Weſt India ſquadron, which had 
previous notice of our coming, ought to have joined us at 
the weſt end of Hiſpaniola, with neceſſary ſtores and re- 
freſhments, from whence we could have ſailed directly for 
Carthagena, before the enemy could put themſelves in a 
good poſture of defence, or, indeed, having an inkling of 


our deſign. Be this as it will, we failed from Jamaica, 


and, in ten days or a fortnight, beat up againſt the wind 
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if T might be allowed to give my opinion of the matter, I 
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to attack the French fleet, then ſuppoſed to be lying near 
that place; but, before we arrived, they had failed for 


Europe, having firſt deſpatched an advice-boat to Cartha- 
gena, with an account of our being in thoſe ſeas, as alſo 
of our ſtrength and deſtination. We loitered here ſome 
days longer, taking in wood, and brackiſh water, in the 


uſe whereof, however, our admiral ſeemed to conſult the 


health of the men, by reſtricting each to a quart a-day. 
At length we ſet ſail, and arrived in a bay to the windward 
of Carthagena, where we came to an anchor, and lay at 
our eaſe ten days longer. Here again certain malicious 
people took occaſion to blame the conduct of their ſupe- 

riors, by ſaying, that in fo doing, they not only unprofitably 

waſted time, which was very precious, conſidering the ap- 


proach of the rainy ſeaſon, but alſo allowed the Spaniards 


to recollect themſelves from the terror occaſioned by the 


approach of an Engliſh fleet, at leaſt three times as nume- 
rous as ever appeared in that part of the world before. But, 


would aſcribe this delay to the generoſity of our chiefs, 
v ho ſcorned to take any advantage that fortune might give 
them, even over an enemy. At laſt, however, we weighed, 
and anchored again ſomewhat nearer the harbour's mouth, 
where we made ſhift to land our marines, who encamped 
on the beach in deſpite of the enemy's ſhot, which knocked 
a good many of them on the head. This piece of con- 


duct, in chooſing a camp under the walls of an enemy's 


_ fortification, which, I believe, never happened before, was 
_ practiſed, I preſume, with a view of accuſtoming the ſol- 
diers to ſtand fire, who were not as yet much uſed to diſ- 


cipline, moſt of them having been taken from the plough- 
tail a few months before. This expedient again has fur- 
niſhed matters for cenſure againſt che minittry, for ſending 


a few raw recruits on ſuch an important enterpriſe, while 
ſo many veteran regiments lay inactive at home: But ſurely 
our governors had their de os for ſo doing, which pot- 
ſibly may be diſcloſed with other ſecrets of the deep. 


Perhaps they were loth to riſk their beſt troops on ſuch 


_ deſperate ſervice; or the colonels and field officers of the 
old corps, who, generally ſpeaking, enjoyed their commiſ- 
lions as finecures or penſions, for ſome domeſtic ſervices | 
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as far as the Ifle of Vache, with an intention, as was ſaid, 
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fire ! I will impeach, and accuſe, and indict him of a 
roppery, if I did but know who he is.” —Had this mis- 
fortune happened at ſea, where we could not repair the 


loſs, in all probability this deſcendent of Caractacus 


would have loft his wits entirely; but, when I obſerved 
how eaſy it would be to remedy this paltry miſchance, he 


became more calm, and reconciled himſelf to the occa- 


fion. A little while after this tranſport, the ſurgeon 


came into the birth, under pretence of taking ſomething 


out of the medicine cheſt, and, with a ſmiling aſpect, 
_ wiſhed us joy of our deliverance, which, he ſaid, he had 
been at great pains to obtain of the captain, who was very 
juſtly incenſed at our behaviour; but he (the doctor) had 


paſſed his word for our future conduct, and he hoped we 


ſhould give him no cauſe to repent of his kindneſs. He 
expected, no doubt, an acknowledgment from us for this 


pretended piece of ſervice, as well as a general amneſty of 
what was paſt ; but he had to do with people who were not 
quite ſo apt to forgive injuries as he imagined, or to forget, 
that, if our deliverance was owing to his mediation, our ca- 
lamity was cccaſioned by his malice: I therefore ſat ſilent, 


while my companion anſwered, “ Ay, ay, 'tis no matter. 


Got knows the heart—there is a time for all things, as the _ 
wiſe man ſaith, there is a time for throwing away ſtones, 
and a time to gather them up again.” He ſeemed to be 
diſconcerted at this reply, and went away in a pet, mut- _ 


tering ſomething about © Ingratitude” and “ Fellows,” of 


which we did not think fit to take any notice. _ 


Our fleet having joined another that waited for us, lay 
at anchor about a month in the harbour at Port Royal in 
Jamaica, during which time ſomething of conſequence was 


certainly tranſacted; notwithſtanding the inſinuations of 
ſome who affirmed we had no buſineſs at all in that place; 


that, in order to take the advantage of the feafon proper 
for our enterpriſe, the Weſt India ſquadron, which had 
previous notice of our coming, ought to have joined us at 
the weſt end of Hiſpaniola, with neceſſary ſtores and re- 
freſhments, from whence we could have ſailed directly for 
Carthagena, before the enemy could put themſelves in a 
good poſture of defence, or, indeed, having an inkling of 
our deſign. Be this as it will, we failed from Jamaica, 
and, in ten days or a fortnight, beat up againſt the wind 
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as far as the Ifle of Vache, with an intention, as was ſaid, 
to attack the French fleet, then ſuppoſed to be lying near 


that place; but, before we arrived, they had ſailed for 


Europe, having firſt deſpatched an advice-boat to Cartha- 


gena, with an account of our being in thoſe ſeas, as alſo 
of our ſtrength and deſtination. We loitered here ſome 
days longer, taking in wood, and brackiſh water, in the 
| uſe whereof, however, our admiral ſeemed to conſult the 


health of the men, by reſtricting each to a quart a-day. 


At length we ſet ſail, and arrived in a bay to the windward 


of Carthagena, where we came to an anchor, and lay at 


our eaſe ten days longer. Here again certain malicious 
people took occaſion to blame the conduct of their ſupe- 


riors, by ſaying, that in ſo doing, they not only unprofitably 


waſted time, which was very precious, conſidering the ap- 


proach of the rainy ſeaſon, but alſo allowed the Spaniards 
to recollect themſelves from the terror occaſioned by the 


approach of an Engliſh fleet, at leaſt three times as nume- 


rous as ever appeared in that part of the world before. But, 
if T might be allowed to give my opinion of the matter, I 
would aſcribe this delay to the generolity of our chiefs, 
who ſcorned to take any advantage that fortune might give 
them, even over an enemy. At laſt, however, we weighed, 
and anchored again ſomewhat nearer the harbour's mouth, 
where we made ſhift to land our marines, who encamped 
on the beach in deſpite of the enemy's ſhot, which knocked 
a good many of them on the head. This piece of con- 
duct, in chooſing a camp under the walls of an enemy's _ 
fortification, which, I believe, never happened before, was 


practiſed, I preſume, with a view of accuſtoming the ſol- 


diers to ſtand fire, who were not as yet much uſed to diſ- 


cipline, moſt of them having been taken from the plough- 
tail a few months before. This expedient again has fur- 
niſhed matters for cenſure againſt the miniſtry, for ſending 


a few raw recruits on ſuch an important enterpriſe, while 
lo many veteran regiments lay inactive at home: But ſurely 
our governors had their reaſons for fo doing, which pol- 
| fibly may be diſcloſed with other ſecrets of the deep. 
Perhaps they were loth to riſk their beſt troops on ſuch 
_ deſperate ſervice; or the colonels and field officers of the 
old corps, who, generally ſpeaking, enjoyed their commiſ- 


lions as ſinecures or penſions, for ſome domeſtic ſervices 
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rous and precarious undertaking; for which refuſal, no 


Oo forces being landed and ſtationed as I have already 


| ſhould ply it on the other. 


others, was hoiſted, we being advertiſed the night before 


bis well-beloved couſin and counſellor Mackſhane, which 
had well nigh terminated in an open rupture, The doc- 
tor, who had imagined there was no more danger of being 
hurt by the enemy's thot in the cockpit than in the centre 
of the earth, was lately informed that a ſurgeon's mate 
had been killed in that part of the ſhip, by a cannon-ball 
from two ſmall redoubts that were deſtroyed before the 


having a platform raiſed for the convenience of the fick 
more ſecure than on the deck above. The captain, of- 


puſillanimity, and told him there was no room in the hold ⁵⁶ 
for ſuch an occaſion ; or, if there was, he could not expect | 


navy, who uſed the cockpit for that purpoſe. Tear ren- 


tendered to the court, refuſed to embark in ſuch a dange- 


doubt, they are much to be commended. 


— ** ” _ _ 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


Our land forces being diſembarked, erect a faſcine battery our ſhip is 
ordered with four more, to batter the ſort of Boca Chica Mackſhanc's 
cowardice—the chaplain's frenzy —honeſt Rattlin loſes one hand-. 

his heroiſm, and reflections on the battle Crampley's behaviour to = 
me during the heat of the fight, ) EL To db 2 
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mentioned, ſet about ereCting a faſcine battery to canno- | i 
nade the principal fort of the enemy, and in ſomething 3 
more than three weeks, it was ready to open. That we vj 
might do the Spaniards as much honour as poſſible, it was 2 


determined, in a council of war, that five of our large! 
ſhips ſhould attack the fort on one fide, while the battery | 


ſtrengthened by two mortars and twenty-four cohorns;, | 


Accordingly the ſignal for our ſhip to engage, among 


to make every thing clear for that purpoſe; and in fo 
doing a difference happened between Captain Oakum and 


diſembarkation of our ſoldiers ; and therefore inſiſted upon 
and wounded in the aſter-hold, where he deemed himſelf | 


fended at this extraordinary propoſal, accuſed him of 


wan. 
" 
A . 


to be indulged more than the reſt of the ſurgeons of the | 
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by our land battery, mounted with twenty-one cannon, 
two mortars, and twenty-four cohorns, and five great ſhips 
= ot eighty or ſeventy guns, that fired without intermiſſion. 
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dering Mackſhane obſtinate, he perſiſted in his demand, 
and ſhowed his inſtructions, by which it was authorized: 
The captain ſwore theſe inſtructions were dictated by a 
parcel of lazy poltroons who were never at ſea ; neverthe- 


| leſs, he was obliged to comply, and ſent for the carpenter 
to give him orders about it: But, before any ſuch meaſure 
could be taken, our ſignal was thrown out, and the doctor 


compelled to truſt his carcaſs in the cockpit, where Mor- 
gan and I were buſy in putting our inſtruments and dreſ- 
. ᷣ I 


Our ſhip, with others, deſtined for this ſervice, imme- 


diately weighed, and, in leſs than half an hour, came to 
an anchor before the caſtle of Boca Chica, with a ſpring 


upon our cable; and the cannonading (which, indeed, 


was terrible |) began. The ſurgeon, after having croſled 
himſelf, fell flat on the deck; and the chaplain and purſer, 
who were ſtationed with us in quality of aſſiſtants, fol- 
lowed his example, while the Welchman and I fat upon a 


cheſt looking at one another with great diſcompolure, 


| ſcarce able to refrain from the like proſtration. And, that 
the reader may know it was not a common occalion that 
_ alarmed us thus, I mult inform him of the particulars of 
this dreadful din that aſtoniſhed us. The fire of the Spa- 
niards proceeded from eighty-four great guns, beſide a 
mortar and ſmall arms, in Boca Chica, thirty-fix in Fort 
St. Joſeph, twenty in two faſcine batteries, and four men 
of war, mounting ſixty- four guns each. This was anſwered 


We had not been many minutes engaged, when one of 


the ſailors brought another on his back to the cockpit, 
Where he toſſed him down like a bag of oats, and pulling | 
out his pouch, put a large chew of tobacco in his mouth, 
without ſpeaking a word: Morgan immediately examined 
the condition of the wounded man, and cried out, As 1 
hall anſwer now, the man is as tead as my greatgrand- 
father. Dead (ſaid his comrade), he may be dead now, 
for aught I know, but I'll be damn'd if he was not alive 
when I took him up.”—So ſaying, he was about to return 
to his quarters, when I bade him carry the body along with 
him, and throw it oyer-board.—* Pn the body! (aid he) 
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I think tis fair enough if I take care of my own.” My fel. 


low-mate ſnatching up the amputation knife, purſued him 


halfway up the cockpit ladder, crying,“ You louſy raſcal, 
is this the church-yard, or the charnel-houſe, or the ſepul- 
chre, or the Golgotha of the ſhip ?” but was ſtopped in his 
career by one calling, “ Yo ho, avaſt there—ſcaldings.” 
„ Scaldings! (anſwered Morgan) Got knows, tis hot enough 
indeed: who are you?“ Here's one, 
And I immediately knew it to be that of my honeſt friend 
Jack Rattlin, who, coming towards me, told me, with 
great deliberation, he was come to be docked at laſt, 
and difcovered the remains of one hand which had been 
ſhattered to pieces with a grape ſhot. I lamented with 
unfeigned ſorrow his misfortune, which he bore with 
| heroic courage, obſerving, that every ſhot had its com- 
miſſion : It was well it did not take him in the head; or, 
if it had, what then? he ſhould have died bravely, fight- 


99 


replied the voice. 


ing for his king and country: Death was a debt which 


every man owed, and muſt pay; and that now was as 
well as another time. I was much pleaſed and edified 
with the maxims of this ſea-philoſopher, who endured the 
amputation of his left hand without ſhrinking; the opera- 
tion being performed, at his requeſt, by me, after Mack- 

| ſhane, who was with difficulty prevailed to lift his head 
from the deck, had declared there was a neceſſity for his 
loſing the limb. While I was employed in dreſling the 


ſtump, I aſked Jack's opinion of the battle, who, ſhaking 


his head, frankly told me, he believed we ſhould do no 
good; “ For why, becauſe inſtead of dropping anchor 

_ cloſe under ſhore, where we ſhould have had to deal with 
one corner of Boca Chica only, we had opened the har- 
bour, and expoſed ourſelves to the whole fire of the ene- 
my from their ſhipping and Fort St. Joſeph, as well as 
from the caſtle we intended to cannonade; that, beſides, 


we lay at too great a diſtance to damage the walls, and 


three parts in four of our ſhot did not take place; for 
there was ſcarce any body on board who underſtood the 
pointing of a gun. Ah! God help us! (continued he), 
if your kinſman Lieutenant Bowling had been here, we 
ſhould have had other gueſs work.” By this time our pa- 
| tients had increaſed to ſuch a number, that we did not 
know which to begin with; and the firſt mate plainly told 


2 
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the ſurgeon, that, if he did not get up immediately, and 


perform his duty, he would complain of his behaviour to 
the Admiral, and make application for his warrant. This 


remonſtrance eftectually rouſed Mackſhane, who was ne- 


ver deaf to an argument in which he thought his intereſt 


was concerned; he therefore roſe up, and, in order to 


ſtrengthen his reſolution, had recourſe more than once to 


a caſe-bottle of rum, which he freely communicated to 


the chaplain and purſer, who had as much need of ſuch 
extraordinary infpiration as himſelf : Being thus ſupported, 


he went to work, and arms and legs were hewed down 
without mercy. The fumes of the liquor mounting into 
the parſon's brain, conſpired, with his former agitation of 
' ſpirits, to make him quite delirious z he {tripped himſelf 
to the ſkin, and beſmearing his body with blood, could 
| ſcarce be with-held from running upon deck in that con- 
dition. Jack Rattlin, ſcandalized at this deportment, en- 
deavoured to allay his tranſports with reaſon ; but, find- 
ing all he ſaid ineffectual, and great confuſion occaſioned 
by his frolics, he knocked him down with his right hand, 
and, by threats kept him quiet in that ſtate of humiliation. 
But it was not in the power of rum to elevate the purfer, 
| who fat on the floor wringing his hands, and curſing the 
hour in which he left his peaceable profeſſion of a brewer 
in Rocheſter, to engage in ſuch a life of terror and dif- 
quiet. While we diverted ourſelves at the expence of 
this poor devil, a ſhot happened to take us between wind 
and water, and (its courſe being through the purſer's {tore- 
room) made a terrible havock and noiſe among the jars 


and bottles in its way, and diſconcerted Mackſhane ſo 


much, that he dropt his ſcalpel, and, falling down on his 
knees, pronounced his paternaſter aloud ; the purſer fell 
backward, and lay without ſenſe or motion; and the 
chaplain grew ſo outrageous, that Rattlin with one hand 
could not keep him under; ſo that we were obliged to 
confine him in the ſurgeon's cabin, where he was no doubt 
guilty of a thouſand extravagancies. Much about this 
time, my old antagoniſt Crampley came down, with ex- 
preſs orders, as he ſaid, to bring me up to the quarter- 
deck, to dreſs a flight wound the captain had received by 
a ſplinter ; his reaſon for honouring me in particular with 


this piece of ſervice, being, that, in caſe I thould be kill- 
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myſelf to danger. With this view I provided myſel 
_ dreſſings, and followed him immediately to the quarter- 
deck, through a moſt infernal ſcene of ſlaughter, fire, 
ſmoke, and uproar | Captain Oakum, who leaned againſt 
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ed or diſabled by the way, my death or mutilation would 
be of leſs conſequence to the ſhip's company than that of 
the doctor or his firſt mate. At another time perhaps I 
might have diſputed this order, to which I wat not bound 
to pay the leaſt regard; but as I thought my reputation 
depended upon my compliance, I was reſolved to convince 
my rival that I was no more afraid than he of e 


with 


the mizen-maſt, no ſooner ſaw me approach in my ſhirt, 


with the Se tucked up to my arm-pits, and my hands 
died with blood, than he ſignified his diſpleaſure by a 
frown, and aſked why the doctor himſelf did not come? 
1 told him Crampley had ſingled me out, as if by expreſs 
command; at which reply he ſeemed ſurpriſed, and threat. 
ened to puniſh the midſhipman for his preſumption after 
the engagement: In the mean time I was ſent back to my 
tation, and ordered to tell Mackſhane, that the captain 
expected him immediately. I got ſafe back, and deliver- 


ed my commiſſion to the doctor, who flatly refuſed to 


quit the poſt aſſigned to him by his inſtructions; where- 
upon Morgan, who, I believe, was jealous of my repu- 


tation for courage, undertook the affair, and aſcended 


with great intrepidity. The captain finding the ſurgeon 
obſtinate, ſuffered himſelf to be drefſed, and ſwore he 


would confine Mackſhane as ſoon as the ſervice ſhould be 
nu r . 


OY 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 


0 


A breach being made in the walls, our ſoldiers give the aſſault, and take 
tte place without oppoſition—our ſailors at the ſame time become maſ- 
ters of all the other ſtrengths near Boca Chica, and take poſſeſſion of 
the harbour the good conſequence of this ſucceſs—we move nearer 
the town —ſind two forts deſerted, and the channel blocked up with 
70 ſunk veſſels ; which, however, we find means to clear—land our ſoldiers 
9 at La Quinta —repulſe a body of militia=attaCk the caſtle of St. Lazar, 
| and are forced to retreat with great loſs—the remains of our army are 
_ re-embarked—an effort of the admiral to take the town—the economy 
of our expedition deſcribed. . | RL is. 


+ 
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Hawn cannonaded the fort during the ſpace of four 
hours, we were all ordered to ſlip our cables, and ſheer 
off; but next day the engagement was renewed, and 
continued from the morning till the afternoon, when the 
_ enemy's fire from Boca Chica flackened, and towards 
evening was quite filenced. A breach being made on the 
other fide, by our land battery, large enough to admit a 
 middle-fized baboon, provided he could find means to 
climb up to it,—our general propoſed to give the aſſault 
that very night, and actually ordered a detachment on that 
duty. Providence ſtood our friend upon this occaſion, and 
put it into the hearts of the Spaniards to abandon the fort, 
which might have been maintained by reſolute men till the 
day of judgment, againſt all the force we could exert in the 
attack: And while our ſoldiers took poſſeſſion of the ene- 
my's ramparts, without reſiſtance, the ſame good luck at- 
tended a body of ſailors, who made themſelves maſters of 
Fort St. Joſeph, the faſcine batteries, and one Spaniſh _ 
man of war; the other three being burnt or ſunk by the 
| foe, that they might not fall into our hands. The taking 
| of theſe forts, in the ſtrength of which the Spaniards _ - 
chic fly confided, made us maſters of the outward harbour, _ "© 
and occaſioned great joy among us; as we laid our accounts == 
with finding little or no oppolition from the town; And, | 
indeed, if a few great ſhips had failed up immediately, 1 | 
before they had recovered from the confuſion and deſpair | OD 9 
that our unexpected ſucceſs had produced among them, 5 ; 
—_©S *'t 15 not impoſſible that we might have finiſhed the affair 4 
do our ſatisfaction, without any more bloodſhed ; but this 1 
ſtep our heroes diſdained, as a barbarous inſult over the 
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enemy's diſtreſs, and gave them all the reſpite they could 
deſire, in order to recollect themſelves. In the mean 
time, Mackſhane, taking the advantage of this general 
exultation, waited on our captain, and pleaded his own 
cauſe ſo effeEtually, that he was re-eſtabliſhed in his good 
graces; and as for Crampley, there was no more notice 
taken of his behaviour towards me during the action. 
But of all the conſequences of the victory, none was 
More prateful than *plenty of freſh water, after we had 
languiſhed five weeks on the allowance of a purſer's quart 
per diem for each man, in the Torrid Zone, where the 
| ſun was vertical, and the expence of bodily fluid ſo great, 
that a gallon of liquor could ſcarce ſupply the waſte of 
twenty-four hours; eſpecially as our proviſion conſiſted 
of putrid falt beef, to which the ſailors gave the name of 
Iriſh horſe; falt pork of New England, which, though 
neither fiſh nor fleſh, favoured of both; bread from the 
ſame country, every biſcuit whereof, like a piece of clock- 
work, moved by its own internal impulſe, occaſioned by 
the myriads of inſects that dwelt within it; and butter 
ſerved out by the gill, that taſted like train- oil thickened 
with ſalt. Inſtead of ſmall beer, each man was allowed 
three half-quarterns of brandy or rum, which were diſtri- 
buted every morning, diluted with a certain quantity of 
is water, without either ſugar or fruit to render it palat- 
able; for which” reaſon, this compoſition was, by the 
| ſailors, not unaptly, ſtyled Neceſſity. Nor was this limi- 
tation of ſimple element owing to a ſcarcity of it on 
board, for there was at this time water enough in the 
ſhip for a voyage of ſix months, at the rate of half a ga- 
lon per day to each man: But this faſt muſt (I ſuppoſe) 
have been enjoined by way of penance on the ſhip's com- 
pany for their fins; or rather with a view to mortify 
them into a contempt of life, that they might thereby be- 
come more reſolute and regardleſs of danger. How 
ſimple, then, do thoſe people argue, who aſcribe the 
great mortality among us to our bad proviſion and want 
of water; and affirm, that a great many valuable lives 
might have been ſaved, if the uſeleſs tranſports had been 
employed in fetching freſh ſtock, turtle, fruit, and other } 
_ refreſhments from Jamaica, and other adjacent iſlands, 
for the uſe of the army and fleet! ſeeing, it is to be L 
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hoped, that thoſe who died went to a better place, and 
thoſe who ſurvived were the more eaſily maintained. 
After all, a ſufficient number remained to fall before the 
walls of St. Lazar, where they behaved like their own 
country maſtiffs, which ſhut their eyes, run into the jaws 
of a bear, and have their heads cruſhed for their valour. 


But to return to my narration : After having put gar- 
riſons into the forts we had taken, and re-embarked our 
ſoldiers and artillery, a piece of ſervice that detained us 
more than a week, we ventured up to the mouth of the 

inner harbour, guarded by a large fortification on one fide, 


and a ſmall redoubt on the other, both of which were 


| deſerted before our approach, and the entrance of the 
harbour blocked up by ſeveral old galleons, and two men 
of war that the enemy had ſunk in the channel. We 
made ſhift, however, to open a paſſage for fome ſhips, 
that favoured a ſecond landing of our troops, at a place 
called La Quinta, not far from the town, where, after a 
_ faint reſiſtance from a body of Spaniards, who oppoſed 
= their diſembarkation, they encamped with a deſign of be- 
beging the caſtle of St. Lazar, which overlooked and 
7 commanded the city: Whether our renowned general had 
nobody in his army who knew how to approach it in form, 
or that he truſted entirely to the fame of his arms, I ſhall 
not determine; but, certain it is, a reſolution was taken 
in a council of war, to attack the place with muſketry 
only: This was put in execution, and ſucceeded accord- 
ingly; the enemy giving them ſuch a hearty reception, 
khat the greateſt part of the detachment took up their 
cverlaſting reſidence on the ſpot. Our chief not reliſhing 


this kind of complaifance in the Spaniards, was wiſe 


enough to retreat on board with the remains of his army, 
= which, from eight thouſand able men landed on the beach 
near Boca Chica, was now reduced to fifteen hundred fit 
for ſervice. The lick and wounded were ſqueezed into 
_ certain veſſels, which thence obtained the name of hoſpi- 
tal ſhips, though methinks they ſcarce deſerved ſuch a 
_ creditable title, ſeeing few of them could boaſt of their 
| furgeon, nurſe, or cook; and the ſpace between decks 
was ſo confined, that the miſerable patients had not room 
to fit upright in their beds. Their wounds and {lumps _ 
being neglected, contracted filth and putrcfacion, and 
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millions of maggots were hatched amidſt the corruption 
of their ſores. This inhuman diſregard was imputed to 
the ſcarcity of ſurgeons ; though it is well known, that 
every great ſhip in the fleet could have ſpared one at leaſt 
for this duty; an expedient which would have been more 
than ſufficient to remove this ſhocking inconvenience : 


But, perhaps, the general was too much of a gentleman 
to aſk a favour of this kind from his fellow chief, who, 


on the other hand, would not derogate ſo much from his 


_ own dignity, as to offer ſuch aſſiſtance unaſked z for I may 
venture to affirm, that by this time the Demon of Dit- 


cord, with her ſooty wings, had breathed her influence 
upon our counſels ; and it might be ſaid of theſe great men 


(L hope they will pardon the compariſon), as of Cæſar and 
Pompey, the one could not brook a ſuperior, and the other 
was impatient of an equal : So that, between the pride of 
one, and inſolence of another, the enterpriſe miſcarried, 
according to the proverb, © Between two ſtools the back- 
ſide falls to the ground.” Not that I would be thought to 
liken any public concern to that opprobrious part of the 


human body, though I might with truth aſſert, if I durſt 


__ ule ſuch a vulgar idiom, that the nation did hang an a—ſe 
at its diſappointment on this occaſion z neither would! 
_ preſume to compare the capacity of our heroic leaders to 
any ſuch wooden convenience as a Joint-{tool, or a cloſe- 
ſtool; but only to ſignify, by this ſimile, the miſtake the 
people committed in truſting to the union of two inſtru- 
mente that were never einge 
A day or two after the attempt on St. Lazar, the admi- 


ral ordered one of the Spaniſh men of war we had taken 


to be mounted with ſixteen guns, and manned with de- 

tachments from our great ſhips, in order to batter the 
town. Accordingly ſhe was towed into the inner harbour 

in the night, and moored within half a mile of the walls, 

_ againſt which ſhe began to fire at day-break; and conti- 
nued about fix hours expoſed to the oppoſition of at lealt 

thirty pieces of cannon, which at length obliged our men 
to ſet her on fire, and get off as well as they could in their 

boats. This piece of conduct afforded matter of fpecula- 

tion to all the wits either in the army or navy, who were 
at laſt fain to acknowledge it was a ſtroke of policy above Y 

their comprehenſion. Some entertained ſuch an irreverent pu 
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opinion of the admiral's underſtanding, as to think he ex- 
pected the town would ſurrender to his floating battery of 


 lixteen' guns. Others imagined his ſole intention was to 


try the enemy's ſtrength, by which he ſhould be able to 


compute the number of great ſhips that would be neceſſary 


to force the town to a capitulation : But this laſt conjecture 


ſoon appeared groundleſs, in as much as no ſhips of any 
kind whatever were afterwards employed on that ſervice. 
A third fort ſwore, that no other cauſe could be aſſigned 


for this undertaking, than that which induced Don Quixote 


to attack the windmill. A fourth claſs (and that the molt 
numerous, though, without doubt, compoſed of the ian- 
guine and malicious) plainly taxed this commander with 
want of honeſty, as well as ſenſe; and alleged, that he 
ought to have ſacrificed private pique to the intereſt of his 
country; that, where the lives of ſo many brave fellow- 


citizens were concerned, he ought to have concurred with 


the general, without being ſolicited, or even deſired, to- 
wards their preſervation and advantage; that, if his argu- 
ments could not diſſuade him from a deſperate enterpriſe, 
it was his duty to have rendered it as practicable as poſ- 
_ fible, without running extreme hazard; that this could 
have been done, with a good proſpect of ſucceſs, by or- 
dering five or fix large ſhips to batter the town, while the 
land forces ſtormed the caſtle ; by theſe means a conſider- 
able diverſion would have been made in favour of thoſe 
troops, who, in their march to the aſſault, and in the re- 
¾ꝭc treat, ſuffered much more from the town than from the 
1 caſtle; that the inhabitants, ſeeing themſelves vigorouſſy 
attacked on all hands, would have been divided, diſtracted, 
and confuſed, and, in all probability, unable to reſiſt the 
aſſailants. But all theſe ſuggeſtions ſurely proceeded from 
ignorance and malevolence, or elfe the admiral would not 
have found it ſuch an eaſy matter, at his return to Eng- 
land, to juſtify his conduct to a miniſtry at once ſo up- 
right and diſcerning. True it is, that thoſe who under- 
took to vindicate him on the ſpot, aſſerted that there was 
not water enough for our great ſhips near the town; though 
this was a little unfortunately urged, becauſe there hap- 
pened to be pilots in the flect perfectly well acquainted 


with the ſoundings of the harbour, who athrmed there 


Was water enough for five eighty gun ſhips to lic abrealt, 
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almoſt up at the very walls. The diſappointments we 
| ſuffered occaſioned an univerſal dejection; which was not 
at all alleviated by the objeCts that daily and hourly enter- 
tained our eyes, nor by the proſpect of what muſt have 
| inevitably happened, had we remained much longer in this 
place. Such was the economy in ſome ſhips, that, rather 
than be at the trouble of interring the dead, the com- 
manders ordered their men to throw their bodies over- 
board, many without either ballaſt or winding-ſheet ; ſo 
that numbers of human carcaſes floated in the harbour, 
until they were devoured by ſharks and carrion crows, 
which afforded no agreeable ſpectacle to thoſe who ſur- 
vived. At the ſame time the wet ſeafon began, during 
which a deluge of rain falls from the riſing to the ſetting 
of the ſun without intermiſſion; and that no ſooner ceaſes, 
than it begins to thunder and lighten with ſuch continual 
flaſhing, that one can ſee to read a very ſmall print by the 
Munnation.e JJ EE Se 


CHAPTER XX) 


An epidemic fever rages among us—we abandon our conqueſts—l am 
| ſeized with the diſtemper; write a petition to the captain, which is 
rejected— I am in danger of ſuffocation through the malice of Cramp- 
ley; and relieved by a ſerjeant-my fever increaſes—the chaplain 
wants to confeſs me— l obtain a favourable criſis - Morgan's affection 
kor me proved—the behaviour of Mackſhane and Crampley towards 
me Captain Oakum is removed into another ſhip, with his beloved 
doctor our new captain defcribed—an adventure of Morgan. 


Tur change of the atmoſphere, occaſioned by this phe- 
nomenon, conſpired, with the ſtench that ſurrounded us, 
the heat of the climate, our own conſtitutions impove- 
| riſhed by bad proviſions, and our deſpair, to introduce the 
bilious fever among us, which raged with ſuch violence, 
that three fourths of thoſe whom it invaded died in a de- 
pulüworable manner; the colour of their ſkin being, by the 
extreme putrefaction of the juices, changed into that of 
; a w ET dc TT on os 
Our conductors, finding things in this ſituation, per. 
| ceived it was high time to relinquiſh our conqueſts; and 
this we did, after having rendered their artillery uſeleſs, 
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and blown up their walls with gunpowder. Juſt as we 
ſailed from Boca Chica on our return to Jamaica, I found 


myſelf threatened with the ſymptoms of this terrible dif- 


temper; and knowing very well that I ſtood no chance 
for my life, 1f I ſhould be obliged to he in the cockpit, 


which by this time was grown intolerable, even to people 
in health, by reaſon of the heat and unwholeſome ſmell of 


decayed proviſion, I wrote a petition to the captain, repre- 
ſenting my caſe, and humbly imploring his permiſſion to 
lie. among the ſoldiers in the middle deck, for the benefit 


of the air: But I might have ſpared myſelf the trouble; 
for this humane commander refuſed my requeit, and or- 
dered me to continue in the place allotted for the ſurgeon's 


mates, or elſe to be contented to lie in the hoſpital, which, 


by the by, was three degrees more offenſive and more ſuf- 
focating than our own birth below. Another in my con- 
dition, perhaps, would have ſubmitted to his fate, and died 


in a pet; but I could not brook the thoughts of periſhing 


ſo pitifully, after I had weathered ſo many gales of hard 


fortune : I therefore, without minding Oakum's injunction, 


- prevailed upon the ſoldiers (whoſe good will I had acquired) 
to admit my hammock among them, and actually congra- 


| tulated myſelf upon my comfortable ſituation ; which 


Crampley no ſooner underſtood, than he ſignified to the 
captain my contempt of his orders, and was inveſted with | 
the power to turn me down again into my proper habita- 
tion. This barbarous piece of revenge incenſed me ſo 
much againſt the author, that I vowed, with bitter impre- 
cations, to call him to a ſevere account, if ever it thould 
be in my power; and the agitation of my ſpirits increated | 
my fever to a violent degree. While I lay gaſping for 
breath in this infernal abode, I was viſited by a ſerjeant, 
the bones of whoſe noſe I had reduced and ſet to rights; 
after they had been demoliſhed by « ſplinter during our laſt 


engagement. He being informed of my condition, offered 


me the uſe of his birth in the middle deck, which was 
_ encloſed with canvaſs, and well aired by a port-hole that 
remained open within it. I embraced this propoſal with _ 
Joy, and was immediately conducted to the place, where 

I was treated, while my illneſs laſted, with the utmoſt _ 

tenderneſs and care by this grateful halberdier, who had 


no other bed for himſelf than a hencoop, during the 
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whole paſſage. Here I lay, and enjoyed the breeze 
notwithſtanding which, my malady gained ground, and 
at length my life was deſpaired of, though I never loſt 


hopes of recovery, even when I had the mortification to 


ſee, from my cabin window, fix or ſeven thrown over. 
board every day, who died of the ſame diſtemper. This 


confidence, I am perſuaded, conduced a great deal to the 
_ preſervation of my life, eſpecially when joined to another 
_ reſolution I took at the beginning, namely, to refuſe all 
medicine, which I could not help thinking co-operated 
with the diſeaſe, and, inſtead of reſiſting putrefaCtion, 
promoted a total degeneracy of the vital fluid. When my 
friend Morgan, therefore, brought his diaphoretic boluſes, 
I put them in my mouth, tis true, but without any in- 
_ tention of ſwallowing them; and, when he went away, 
ſpit them out, and waſhed my mouth with water-gruel : 


I ſeemingly complied in this manner, that I might not af- 


front the blood of Caractacus, by a refuſal which might 
have intimated a difhdence of his phyſical capacity; for 
he acted as my phyſician, Doctor Mackſhane never once 


inquiring about me, or even knowing where I was. 


When my diſtemper was at the height, Morgan thought 
my caſe deſperate z and, after having applied a bliſter to 
the nape of my neck, ſqueezed my hand, bidding me, 
with a woful countenance, recommend myſelf to Got and 
my Reteemer; then taking his leave, deſired the chaplain 
to come and adminiſter ſome ſpiritual conſolation to me; 
but before he arrived, I made ſhift to rid myſelf of the 
_ troubleſome application the Welchman had beſtowed on 
my back. The parſon having felt my pulſe, inquired in- 
to the nature of my complaints, hemmed a little, and be- 
gan thus: © Mr. Random, God out of his infinite mercy 


hath been pleaſed to viſit you with a dreadful diſtemper, 


the iſſue of which no man knows. You may be permit- 
ted to recover, and live many days on the face of the 
earth; and, which is more probable, you may be taken 


away and cut off in the flower of your youth: It is in- 


eumbent on you, therefore, to prepare for the great change, 
by repenting fincerely of your fins; of this there cannot 
be a greater ſign, than an ingenuous confeſſion, which I 
conjure you to make, without heſitation, or mental reſer- 
ration; and when I am convinced of your ſincerity, I will 
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then give you ſuch comfort as the ſituation of your ſoul 
will admit of. Without doubt, you have been guilty of 
numberleſs tranſgreſſions to which youth is ſubjeCt, as 
ſwearing, drunkenneſs, whoredom, and adultery ; tell 
me, therefore, without reſerve, the particulars of each, 


_ eſpecially the laſt, that I may be acquainted with the true 


ſtate of your conſcience : For no phyſician will preſcribe 
for his patient until he knows the circumſtances of his 
diſeaſe.” As I was not under any apprehenſions of death, 
I could not help ſmiling at the chaplain's inquiſitive remon- 
ſtrance, which I told him ſavoured more of the Roman 
than of the Proteſtant church, in recommending auricu- 
lar confeſſion; a thing, in my opinion, not at all neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation, and which, for that reaſon, I declined. 
This reply difconcerted him a little; however, he explain- 
ed away his meaning, in making learned diſtinctions be- 


_ tween what was abſolutely neceſſary, and what was only 


convenient; then proceeded to aſk what religion I profeſ- 
Ted : I anſwered, that I had not as yet conſidered the 
difference of religions, conſequently had not fixed on any 
one in particular, but that I was bred a Preſbyterian. At 
this word the chaplain expreſſed great aſtoniſhment, and 
ſaid he could not comprehend how a Preſbyterian was en- 
| titled to any poſt under the Engliſh government. Then 
he aſked if I had ever received the ſacrament, or taken 
the oaths; to which queſtions I replying in the negative, 
he held up his hands, aſſured me he could do me no ſer- 
vice, wiſhed I might not be in a ſtate of reprobation, and 
returned to his meſſmates, who were making merry in the 
ward-room, round a table well ſtored with bumbo “ and 
wine. This inſinuation, terrible as it was, had not ſuch 
an effect upon me as the fever, which, ſoon after he had 
left me, grew outrageous ; I began to ſee ſtrange chime- 
Tas, and concluded myſelf on the point of becoming deli- 
rious: In the mean time, being in great danger of ſuffo- 
cation, I ſtarted up in a kind of frantic fit, with an in- 
tention to plunge myſelf into the fea; and as my friend 
the ſerjeant was not preſent, would certainly have cooled 
mylelf to ſome purpoſe, had I not perceived a moitture 
upon my thigh, as I endeavoured to get out of my ham- 
mock : The appearance of this revived my hopes, and 1 
* Bumbo is a liquor compoſed of rum, ſugar, water, and nutmeg, 
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| had reflection and reſolution enough to take the advantage 


of this favourable ſymptom, by tearing the ſhirt from my 
body, and ſheets from my bed, and wrapping myſelf in 
a thick blanket, in which encloſure, for about a quarter 


of an hour, I felt the pains of hell; but it was not long 


before I was recompenſed for my ſuffering by a profuſe 


ſweat, that, burſting from the whole ſurface of my ſkin, 


in leſs than two hours relieved me from all my complaints, 


except that of weakneſs; and left me as hungry as a kite. 
I enjoyed a very comfortable nap, after which 

galing myſelf with the agreeable reverie of my future hap- 
pineſs, when I heard Morgan, on the outſide of the cur- 


J was re- 


tain, aſk the ſerjeant, if J was alive ſtill ? “ Alive! (cried 
the other), God forbid he ſhould be otherwiſe ! he has 
lain quiet theſe five hours, and I do not chooſe to diſturb 


him, for ſleep will do him great ſervice.” © Aye, ſaid 
my fellow-mate, he ſleeps ſo ſound (look you), that he 


will never waken till the great trump blows. Got be 


merciful to his foul! He has paid his debt like an honeſt 
man. Aye, and moreover he is at reſt from all perſecu- 
tions, and troubles, and afflictions, of which, Got knows, 
and I know, he had his own ſhare. Ochree | Ochree! 


he was a promiſing youth indeed.” 80 ſaying, he groan- 


ed prievouſly, and began to whine in ſuch a manner, as 
perſuaded me he had a real friendſhip for me. The ſer- 
jeant alarmed at his words, came into the birth, and while 
he looked upon me, I ſmiled, and tipped him the wink ; he 
immediately gueſſed my meaning, and, remaining ſilent, 
Morgan was confirmed in his opinion of my being dead; _ 
whereupon he approached with tears in his eyes, in order 
to indulge his grief with the fight of the object: And I 
cCounterfeited death fo well, by fixing my eyes, and drop- 
ping my under jaw, that he ſaid, “ There he lies, no pet- 
ter than a lump of clay, Got help me;“ and obſerved, 
by the diſtortion of my face, that I muſt have had a2 
ſtrong ſtruggle. I ſhould not have been able to contain 
myſelf much longer, when he began to perform the laſt 
duty of a friend, in clofing my eyes and my mouth; upon 
which I ſudder?y ſnapped at his fingers, and diſcompoſed 
him fo much, that he ſtarted back, turned pale as aſhes, 
and ſtared like the picture of Horror. Although I could 


not help laughing at his appearance, I was concerned for 
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his ſituation, and ſtretched out my hand, telling him, I 
hoped to live and eat ſome ſalmagundy of his making in 
England. It was ſome time before he could recollect 
himſelf ſo far as to feel my pulſe, and inquire into the 
_ particulars of my diſeaſe : But when he found I had en- 


joyed a favourable criſis, he congratulated me upon my 
good fortune, not failing to aſcribe it, under Got, to the 
_ bliſter he had applied to my back, at his laſt viſit, which, 


by the by, faid he, muſt now be removed and dreſſed. 
He was actually going to fetch dreſſings, when I, feign- 


ing aſtoniſhment, ſaid, . Bleſs me ! ſure you never ap- 


plied a bliſter to me; there is nothing on my back, I aſ- 
| ſure you.” But he could not be convinced till he had 


examined it, and then endeavoured to conceal his con- 


| fuſion, by expreſſing his ſurpriſe in finding the ſkin un- 
touched, and the plaſter miſhng. In order to excuſe 
myſelf for paying ſo little regard to his preſcription, I 
pretended to have been inſenſible when it was put on, 


and to have pulled it off afterwards in a fit of delirium. 
This apology ſatisfied my friend, who on this occaſion 
abated a good deal of his ſtiffneſs in regard to punctilio; 
and as we were new ſafely arrived at Jamaica, where 1 
had the benefit of freſh proviſions, and other refreſhments, 
LI recovered ſtrength every day, and, in a ſhort time, my 
health and vigour were perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. When I 
got up at firſt, and was juſt able to crawl about the deck 


with a ſtaff in my hand, I met Doctor Mackſhane, who 


_ paſſed by me with a diſdainful look, and did not vouch- 
ſafe to honour me with one word. After him came 
Crampley, who, ſtrutting up to me, with a fierce coun- 


| tenance, pronounced, Here's fine diſcipline on board, 


when ſuch lazy ſkulking ſons of bitches as you are, allowed, 
on pretence of ſickneſs, to lollop at your eaſe, while your 


betters are kept to hard duty! The fight and behaviour of 


this malicious ſcoundrel enraged me ſo much, that I could 
ſcarce refrain from laying my cudgel acroſs his pate; 

but when I conſidered my preſent feebleneſs, and the 
enemies I had in the ſhip, who wanted only a pretence 


to ruin me, I reſtrained my paſſion, and contented myſelf 


with telling him, I had not forgot his inſolence and ma- 
lice, and that I hoped we ſhould meet one day on 
ſhore. At this declaration he grinned, ſhook his fiſt, 
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and ſwore he longed for n more than ſuch an op- 


portunity. 


Meanwhile our ſhip was ordered to be heaved down, 
victualled, and watered, for her return to England ; and 
our captain, for ſome reaſon or other, not thinking it 
convenient for him to reviſit his native country at this 


time, exchanged with a gentleman, who, on the other 


hand, wiſhed for nothing ſo much, as to be ſafe without 


the tropic; all his care and tenderneſs of himſelf being 


inſufficient to preſerve his b RG from the injuries 


of the ſun and weather. 


Our tyrant having left the ſhip, and carried his fa- 


vourite Mackſhane along with him, to my inexpreſſible 
ſatis faction, our new commander came on board in a ten- 


oared barge, overſhadowed with a vaſt umbrella, and ap- 
peared in every thing the reverſe of Oakum, being a tall, 


thin, young man, dreſſed in this manner: A white hat, 


arniſhed with a red feather, adorned his head, from 


* whence his hair flowed upon his ſhoulders, in ringlets, 
tied behind with a ribbon. His coat, conſiſting of pink- 


coloured ſilk lined with white, by the elegance of the cut 


_ retired backward, as it were to diſcover a white ſatin 
 waiſtcoat embroidered with gold, unbuttoned at the up- 


per part to diſplay a broach ſet with garnets, that glitter- 


ed in the breaſt of his ſhirt, which was of the fineſt. 
cambric, edged with right Mechlin. The knees of his 


crimſon velvet breeches ſcarcely deſcended ſo low as to 


meet his ſilk ſtockings, which roſe without ſpot or wrinkle 
on his meagre legs, from ſhoes of blue Meroquin, ſtudded 
with diamond buckles, that flamed forth rivals to the ſun! 
A ſteel-hilted ſword, inlaid with gold, and decked with a 
| knot of ribbon which fell down in a rich taſſel, equipped 
his fide; and an amber-headed cane hung dangling from 
mis wriſt. But the moſt remarkable parts of his furniture 
| were, a maſk on his face, and white gloves on his hands, 
which did not ſeem to be put on with an intention to be 


pulled off occaſionally, but were fixed with a curious ring 


on the little finger of each hand. In this garb Captain 
Whiffle (for that was his name) took poſſeſſion of the 
| ſhip, ſurrounded with a crowd of attendants, all of whom, | 


in their different degrees, ſeemed to be of their patron's 
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fumes, that one may venture to affirm the clime of Ara- 
bia Foelix was not half ſo ſweet-ſcented. My fellow- 
mate, obſerving no ſurgeon among his train, thought he 
had found an occaſion too favourable for himſelf to be 
neglected ; and remembering the old proverb, Spare to 
ſpeak, and ſpare to ſpeed,” refolved to ſolicit the new 
captain's intereſt immediately, before any other ſurgeon 
could be appointed for the ſhip. With this view, he re- 
paired to the cabin in his ordinary dreſs, conſiſting of a 
check ſhirt and trowſers, a brown linen waiſtcoat, and a 
nightcap of the ſame (neither of them very clean), which, 
for his future misfortune, happened to ſmell ſtrong of to- 
| bacco. Entering without any ceremony into this ſacred 
place, he found Captain Whiffle repoſing on a couch, 
with a wrapper of fine chintz about his body, and a muſ- 
lin cap bordered with lace about his head; and after ſeve- 
ral low conges, began in this manner: “ Sir, I hope you 
will forgive, and excuſe, and pardon the preſumption of 
one who has not the honour of being known unto you, 
but who is, nevertheleſs, a ſhentleman porn and pred, 
and moreover has had misfortunes, Got help me, in the 
world.“ Here he was interrupted by the captain, who, 


on ſeeing him, had ſtarted up with great amazement at 


the novelty of the apparition z and having recollected 


himſelf, pronounced, with a look and tone ſignifying diſ- . 


dain, curioſity, and ſurpriſe, Zauns! who art thou?“ 
I am ſurgeon's firſt mate on board of this ſhip (replied 
Morgan), and I molt vehemently deſire and beſeech you, 
with all ſubmiſſion, to be pleaſed to condeſcend, and 
vouchſafe to inquire into my character, and my pehavi- 
our, and my deſerts, which, under Got, I hope, will en- 
title me to the vacancy of ſurgeon.” As he proceeded in 
his ſpeech, he continued advancing toward the captain, 
whole noſtrils were no ſooner ſaluted with the aromatic 
flavour that exhaled from him, than he cried with great 
emotion, Heaven preſerve me] I am ſuffocated | Fel- 
low, fellow, away with thee. Curſe thee, fellow ! get 
thee gone. I ſhall be ſtunk to death!“ At the noiſe of 
his outcries, his ſervants ran into his apartment, and he 
accoſted them thus : © Villians ! cut throats ! traitors! I 
am betrayed | I am ſacrificed Will you not carry that 
- monſter away? or muſt I be ſtifled with the ſtench of 
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him ! oh! oh!“ With theſe interjections he ſunk down 
upon his ſettee in a fit; his valet de chambre plied him 
with a ſmelling bottle, one footman chafed his temples 
with Hungary water, another ſprinkled the floor with 
ſpirits of lavender, a third puſhed Morgan out of the 
cabin; who coming to the place where I was, fat down 
with a demure countenance, and according to his cuſtom, 
when he received any indignity which he durſt not re- 
venge, began to ſing a Welch ditty. I gueſſed he was 
under ſome agitation of ſpirits, and defired to know the 
| Cauſe; but, inſtead of anſwering me directly, he aſked 
with great emotion, if I thought him a monſter and a 
ſtinkard? A monſter and a ſtinkard (ſaid I, with ſome _ 
_ ſurpriſe), did any body call you ſo ?? © Got is my judge 
_ (replied he), Captain Fifle did call me both; aye, and all 
the water in the Tawy will not waſh it out of my re- 
membrance. I do affirm, and avouch, and maintain, with 
my ſoul, and my pody, and my plood, look you, that 1 
have no ſmells about me, but ſuch as a Chriſtian ought 
to have, except the effluvia of tobacco, which is a ce- 
phalic, odoriferous, aromatic herb, and he is a ſon of a 
mountain-goat who ſays otherwiſe. As for my being a 
monſter, let that be as it is: I am as Got was pleaſed to 
create me, which, peradventure, is more than I ſhall aver 
of him who gave me that title; for I will proclaim it 
before the world, that he is diſguiſed, and transfigured, 
and tranſmographied with affectation and whimſies, and 
that he is more like a papoon than one of the human 
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cHAPTER XXXV. 


Captain Whiffle ſends for me—his ſituation deſcribed—his ſurgeon ar- 


rives, preſcribes for him, and puts him to bed—a bed is put up for | 


Mr. Simper contiguous to the ſtate-room, which, with other parts of 


the captain's behaviour, gives the ſhip's company a very unfavourable 


idea of their commander—l am detained in the Welt Indies by the 


admiral, and go on board of the Lizard ſloop of war in quality of ſur- 


7 geon's mate, where I make myſelf known to the ſurgeon, who treats 
me very kindly—1I go on ſhore, ſell my ticket, purchaſe neceſſaries, 


and, at my return on board, am ſurpriſed at the ſight of Crampley, 


who is appointed lieutenant of the floop—we ſail on a cruiſe—take a 


prize, in which I arrive at Port Morant, under the command of my 


meſſmate, with whom I live in great harmony. 


He was going on with an eulogium upon the captain, 
when I received a meſfage to clean myſelf, and go up to 
the great cabin; and with this command I inſtantly com- 
plied, ſweetening myſelf with roſe water from the medi- 

cine cheſt. When I entered the room, I was ordered to 

ſtand by the door, until Captain Whiffle had reconnoitred 
me at a diſtance with a ſpy glaſs. He having conſulted 
one ſenſe in this manner, bade me advance gradually, 
that his noſe might have intelligence, before it could be 
much offended : I therefore approached with great cau- 
tion and ſucceſs, and he was pleaſed to ſay, “ Aye, this 
creature is tolerable.” I found him lolling on his couch 
with a languiſhing air, his head ſupported by his valet 
de chambre, who, from time to time, applied a ſmelling 


bottle to his noſe. “ Vergette (ſaid he, in a ſqueak- 


ing tone), doſt thou think this wretch (meaning me) 
will do me no injury? may I venture to ſubmit my 
arm to him?” © Pon my vord (replied the valet), I 
do tink dat dere be great occaſion for your honour lo- 
ing one ſmall quantite of blodt ; and the young man ave 
quelque choſe of de bonne mien.” “ Well then (faid 


his maſter), I think I muſt venture.” Then, addreſſing 


himſelf to me, Haſt thou ever blooded any body but 
brutes ? But I need not aſk thee, for thou wilt tell me a 
molt daminable he.” “ Brutes, Sir (anſwered I, pulling 
down his glove, in order to feel his pulſe), I never med- 
dle with brutes.” * What the devil art thou about? 

| (cried he) doſt thou intend to twiſt off my hand? God's 
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curſe | my arm is benumbed up to the very ſhoulder ! 
Heaven have mercy upon me! muſt I periſh under the 
hands of ſavages ?. What an unfortunate dog was I, to 
come on board without my own ſurgeon, Mr. Simper !” 
I craved pardon for having handled him ſo roughly, and, 
with the utmoſt care and tenderneſs, tied up his arm with 
a fillet of filk. While I was feeling for the vein, he de- 
| fired to know how much blood I intended to take from 
him, and when I anſwered, «© Not above twelve ounces,” 
| ſtarted up with a look full of horror, and bade me begone, 
ſwearing I had a deſign upon his life. Vergette appeaſed 
him with difficulty, and opening a bureaux, took out a 
pair of ſcales, in one of which was placed a ſmall cup; 
and putting them into my hand, told me, the captain ne- 
ver loſt above an ounce and three drachms at one time. 
While I prepared for this important evacuation, there 
came into the cabin a young man gaily dreſſed, of a very 
delicate complexion, with a kind of languid ſmile on his 
face, which ſeemed to have been rendered habitual by a 
long courſe of affectation. The captain no ſooner per- 
_ ceived him, than, riſing haſtily, he flew into his arms, 
crying, Ol my dear Baader I am exceſſively diſorder- 
ed] I have been betrayed, frighted, murdered by the ne- 
gligence of my ſervants, who ſuffered a beaſt, a mule, a 
bear, to ſurpriſe me, and ſtink me into convulſions with 
the fumes of tobacco.” Simper, who by this time, I 
found, was obliged to art for the clearneſs of his com- 


plexion, aſſumed an air of ſoftneſs and ſympathy, and la- 8 


mented with many tender expreſſions of ſorrow, the ſad 
accident that had thrown him into that condition; then 
feeling his patient's pulſe on the outſide of his glove, gave 
It as his opinion, that his diſorder was entirely nervous, 
and that ſome drops of tinCture of caſtor, and liquid lau- 
danum would be of more ſervice to him than bleeding, 
by bridling the inordinate ſallies of his ſpirits, and com- 
| Poſing the fermentation of his bile. I was therefore ſent 
do prepare this preſcription, which was adminiſtered in a 
glaſs of ſack poſſet; after the captain had been put to bed, 
and orders ſent to the officers on the quarter-deck, to let 
nobody walk on that fide under which he lay. 
While the captain enjoyed his repoſe, the doctor watch- 
ed over him, and indeed became ſo neceſſary, that a ca- 
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bin was made for him contiguous to the ſtate- room, where 
Whiffle ſlept, that he might be at hand in caſe of acci- 
dents in the night. Next day, our commander being 
happily recovered, gave orders, that none of the lieute- 
nants ſhould appear upon deck without a wig, ſword, and 
ruffles; nor any midſhipman, or other petty officer, be 
ſeen with a check ſhirt, or dirty linen. He alſo prohi- 
bited any perſon whatever, except Simper, and his own 
| ſervants, from coming into the great cabin, without firſt 
ſending in to obtain leave. Theſe ſingular regulations 
did not prepoſſeſs the ſhip's company in his favour ; 
but, on the contrary, gave Scandal an cee to be 
very buſy with his character, and accuſe him of main- 
taining a correſpondence with the ſurgeon not fit to be 
J Ch „„ 
In a few weeks, our ſhip being under failing orders, 
I was in hopes of reviſiting my native country in a very 
| ſhort time, when the admiral's ſurgeon came on board, 
and ſending for Morgan and me to the quarter-deck, gave 
us to underſtand there was a great ſcarcity of ſurgeons in 
the Welt Indies; that he was commanded to detain one 
mate out of every great ſhip that was bound for England; 
and defired us to agree between ourſelves, before the next 
day at that hour, which of us ſhould ſtay behind. We 
were thunderſtruck at this propoſal, and ſtared at one an- 
other ſome time without ſpeaking ; at length the Welch- 
man broke ſilence, and offered to remain in the Welt In- 
dies, provided the admiral would give him a ſurgeon's 
warrant immediately : But he was told there was no want 
of chief ſurgeons, and that he muſt be contented with the 
Nation of mate, till he ſhould be further provided for in 
due courſe : Whereupon Morgan tlatly refuſed to quit the 
| thip for which the Commiſſioners of the Navy had ap- 
pointed him; and the other told him as plainly, that if 
we could not determine the affair by ourſelves before to- 
morrow morning, he muſt caſt lots, and abide by his 
chance. When I recalled to my remembrance the mi- 
ſeries I had undergone in England, where I had not one 
friend to promote my intereſt, or favour my advancement 
in the navy, and, at the ſame time, reflected on the pre- 
ſent dearth of ſurgeons in the Welt Indies, and the un- 
healthineſs of the climate, which every day almoſt redu- 
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ced the number, I could not help thinking my ſucceſs 


_ would be much more certain and expeditious, by my ſtay- 


ing where I was, than by returning to Europe. I there- 
fore reſolved to comply with a good grace, and next day, 
when we were ordered to throw dice, told Morgan, he 
needed not trouble himſelf, for I would voluntarily ſub- 
mit to the admiral's pleaſure. This frank declaration was 
commended by the gentleman, who aſſured me, it ſhould 
not fare the worſe with me for my reſignation. Indeed, 
he was as good as his word, and that very afternoon pro- 
cured a warrant, appointing me ſurgeon's mate of the 


Lizard floop of war, which put me on a footing with 


every. firſt mate in the ſervice. © fin nip hg. 
My ticket being made out, I put my cheſt and bedding 


on board a canoe that lay along-ſide, and having ſhook 


hands with my truſty friend the ſerjeant, and honeſt Jack 


Rattlin, who was bound for Greenwich hoſpital, I took 


my leave of Morgan with many tears, after we had ex- 


changed our fleeve-buttons as remembrancers of each 


other. Having preſented my new warrant to the captain 
of the Lizard, I inquired for the doctor, whom I no ſoon- 
er ſaw, than I recollected him to be one of thoſe young fel- 
lows with whom I had been committed to the round-houſe, 
during our frolic with Jackſon, as I have related before. 
He received me with a good deal of courteſy, and when 
I put him in mind of our former acquaintance, expreſſed 
great joy at ſeeing me again, and recommended me to an 
_ exceeding good meſs, compoſed of the gunner and maſ- 
ter's mate. As there was not one ſick perſon in the ſhip, 
I got leave to go aſhore next day with the gunner, who 
recommended me to a Jew that bought my ticket at the 
rate of 40 per cent. diſcount ; and having furniſhed my- 
ſelf with what neceſſaries I wanted, returned on board in 
the evening, and, to my ſurpriſe, found my old antagoniſt 
Crampley walking upon deck. Though I did not fear his 
enmity, I was ſhocked at his appearance, and communicat- 
ed my ſentiments on that ſubject to Mr. Tomlins the ſurgeon, 
who told me that Crampley, by dint of ſome friends about 
the admiral, had procured a commiſſion, conſtituting him 
lieutenant on board the Lizard; and adviſed me, now he 


was wy ſuperior officer, to behave with ſome reſpect to- 


wards him, or elſe he would find a thouſand opportuni- 
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ties of uſing me ill. This advice was a bitter potion to 
me, whom pride and reſentment had rendered utterly in- 
capable of the leaſt ſubmiſſion to, or even of a reconcilia- 
tion with, the wretch who had on many occaſions treat- 
ed me fo inhumanly : However, I reſolved to have as lit- 
| tle connection as poſſible with him, and to ingratiate my- 
ſelf as much as I could with the reſt of the officers, whoſe 
friendſhip might be a bulwark to defend me from the at- 
tempts of his malice. | 
In leſs than a week we failed on a cruiſe, and, having 
weathered the eaſt end of the iſland, had the good ſortune 
to take a Spaniſh barcolongo, with her prize, which was 
an Engliſh {hip bound for Briſtol, that ſailed from Jamate 


ca a fortnight before, without convoy. All the priſoners _ 


who were well we put on ſhore on the north fide of the 
iſland; the prizes were manned with Engliſhmen, and 
| the command of the barcolongo given to my friend the 
maſter's mate, with orders to carry them into Port Mo- 
rant, and there to remain until the Lizard's cruiſe ſhould 
be ended, at which time ſhe would touch at the fame place 
in her way to Port Royal With him I was ſent to at- 
tend the wounded Spaniards as well as Engliſhmen, who 
amounted to ſixteen, and to take care of them on ſhore, 
in a houſe that was to be hired as an hoſpital. This def- 
tination gave me a great deal of pleaſure, as I ſhould for 
| ſome time be freed from the arrogance of Crampley, whoſe 
inveteracy againſt me had already broke out on two or 
three occaſions ſince he was become a lieutenant, My 
meſſmate, who very much reſembled my uncle, both in 
figure and diſpoſition, treated me on board of the prize 
with the utmoſt civility and conſidence; and, among 
other favours, made me a preſent of a blver-hilted Wing 5 
er, and a pair of piſtols mounted with the ſame metal, 
which ſell to his ſhare in plundering the enemy. We ar- 
rived ſafely at Morant, and going on ſhore, pitched upon 
an empty ſtorehouſe, which we hired for the reception of 
the wounded, who were brought to it next day, with beds 
and other neceſſaries; and four of the ſhip's my 
Bean to 0 them and Oey; me. 
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But if I was alarmed at his voice, what muſt my amaze- 
ment be, when I diſcovered by the light the very perſon 
of my lamented friend! Perceiving my confuſion, which 
was extreme, he claſped me in his arms, and bedewed 
my face with tears. It was ſome time ere I] recovered 
the uſe of my reaſon, overpowered with this event, and 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 


A ſtrange adventure in conſequence of which I am extremely happy 
Crampley does me ill offices with the captain: But his malice is de- 
ſeated by the good nature and friendſhip of the ſurgeon - we return to 
Port Royal —our captain gets the command of a how ſhip, and is 
ſucceeded by an old man—Brayl is provided for—we receive orders to 

fail for England, NE! N | 


 Whern my patients were all in a fair way, my compa- 


nion and commander, whoſe name was Brayl, carried me 


up the country to the houſe of a rich planter, with whom 
he was acquainted ; where we were ſumptuouſly enter- 


tained, and, in the evening, fet out on our return to the 


ſhip. When we had walked about a mile by moon-light, 
we perceived a horſeman behind us, who, coming up, 
wiſhed us good even, and aſked which way we went? His 
voice, which was quite familiar to me, no ſooner ſtruck 
my Ear, than, in ſpite of all my reſolution and reflection, 
my hair briſtled up, and I was ſeized with a violent fit 
of trembling, which Brayl miſinterpreting, bade me be 
under no concern. I told him he was miſtaken in the 
cauſe of my diſorder ; and, addreſling myſelf to the per- 


ſon on horſeback, faid, „I could have ſworn by your 


voice, that you was a dear friend of mine, if I had not 
been certain of his death.” To this addreſs, after ſome _ 

_ pauſe, he replied, © There are many voices as well as 

faces that reſemble one another; but pray, what was 

your friend's name?“ I ſatisfied him in that particular, 


and gave a ſhort detail of the melancholy fate of 'Thom- 


ſon, not without many ſighs and ſome tears. A ſilence 
_ enſued, which laſted ſome minutes, and then the conver- 
ſation turned on different ſubjects, till we arrived at a 
| houſe on the road, where the horſeman alighted, and beg- 
ged with ſo much earneſtneſs, that we would go in and 
drink a bowl of punch with him, that we could not reſiſt. 


„ U Re * 
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longer ſtill before I could ſpeak. So that all I was capa- 


ble of was to return his embraces, and to mingle the 
overflowings of my joy with his; whilſt honeſt Brayl, af- 


fected with the ſcene, wept as faſt as either of us, and 
ſignified his participation of our happineſs, by hugging us 
both, and capering about the room like a madman. At | 
length I retrieved the uſe of my tongue, and cried, © Ils 
it poſſible, can you be my friend 'Thomſon ? No certainly, 


alas ! he was drowned | and I am now under the decep- 


tion of a dream! He was at great pains to convince me 
of his being the individual perſon whom I regretted, and, 
bidding me fit down and compoſe myſelf, promiſed to 


explain his ſudden diſappearance from the 'Thunder, and 


to account ſor his being at preſent in the land of the liv- 
ing. This taſk he acquitted himſelf of, after I had drank 
a glaſs of punch, and recollected my ſpirits, by inform- 


ing us, that, with a determination to rid himſelf of a 
miſerable exiſtence, he had gone in the night-time to the 
head, while the ſhip was on her way, from whence he 
. flipped down as ſoftly as he could by the bows into the 
ſea, where, after he was heartily ducked, he began to 
_ repent of his precipitation, and, as he could ſwim very 
well, kept himſelf above water, in hopes of being taken 
up by ſome of the ſhips aſtern; that, in this ſituation, he 
| hailed a large veſſel, and begged to be taken in, but was 
anſwered that ſhe was a heavy ſailer, and therefore they _ 
did not chooſe to loſe time by bringing to; however, they 
threw an old cheſt overboard for his convenience, and 
told him, that ſome of the ſhips aſtern would certainly 
fave him; that no other veſſel came within fight or cry 
of him for the ſpace of three hours, during which time 
he had the mortification to find himſelf in the middle of 
the ocean alone, without other ſupport or reſting place 
but what a few crazy boards afforded ; till at laſt he diſ- 
cerned a ſmall ſloop ſteering towards him, upon which 
he ſet up his throat, and had the good fortune to be heard 
and reſcued from the dreary waſte by their boat, which 
| was hoiſted out on purpoſe. © I was no ſooner brought 
on board (continued he) than I fainted, and when I re- 
covered my ſenſes, found myſelf in bed regaled with a 
molt noiſome ſmell of onions and cheeſe, which made 
me think, at firſt, that I was in my own hammock, a- 
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long- ſide of honeſt Morgan, and that all which had paſſed 
was no more than a dream. Upon inquiry I underſtood 
that I was on board of a ſchooner belonging to Rhode 
Iſland, bound for Jamaica, with a cargo of geeſe, pigs, 
onions, and cheeſe ; and that the maſter's name was Ro- 
bertſon, by birth a North Briton, whom I knew at firſt 
ſight to be an old ſchool-fellow of mine. When I diſ- 
covered myſelf to him, he was tranſported with ſurpriſe 
and joy, and begged to know the occaſion of my misfor- 
tune, which I did not think fit to diſcloſe, becauſe I knew 
his notions with regard to religion were very ſevere and 
confined ; therefore contented myſelf with telling him, I 
fell overboard by accident; but made no ſcruple of ex- 
plaining the nature of my diſagreeable ſtation, and of ac- 
quainting him with my determined purpoſe never to re- 
turn to the Thunder man of war. Although he was not 
of my opinion in that particular, knowing that I muſt loſe 
my clothes, and what pay was due to me, unleſs I went 
back to my duty; yet, when I deſcribed the circumſtances 
of the helliſh life I led, under the tyrannic ſway of Oak- 
um and Mackſhane; and, among other grievances, hinted 
a diflatisfaQtion at the irreligious deportment of my ſhip- 
mates, and the want of the true Preſbyterian goſpel 
doctrine; he changed his ſentiments, and conjured me 
with great vehemence and zeal to lay aſide all thought of 
riſing in the navy; and, that he might ſhow how much 
he had my intereſt at heart, undertook to provide for me, 
in ſome ſhape. or other, before he ſhould leave Jamaica. 
This promiſe he performed to my heart's deſire, by re- 
commending me to a gentleman of fortune, with whom 
I have lived ever ſince, in quality of ſurgeon and overſeer 
to his plantations. He and his lady are now at Kingſton, 
fo that I am, for the preſent, maſter of this houſe, to 
which, from my ſoul, I bid you welcome, and hope you 
will favour me with your company during the remaining 
part of the night.” I needed not a ſecond invitation; but 
Mr. Brayl, who was a diligent and excellent officer, could 
not be perſuaded to ſleep out of the ſhip : however, he 
ſupped with us, and, after having drank a cheerful glaſs, 
Tet out for the veſſel, which was not above three miles 
from the place, efcorted by a couple of ſtout negroes, 
whom Mr. Thomſon ordered to conduct him. Never 


j 
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were two friends more happy in the converſation of each 
other than we, for the time it laſted : I related to him the 
particulars of our attempt upon Carthagena, of which he 
had heard but an imperfect account; and he gratified me 
with a narration of every little incident of his life ſince we 
parted. He aſſured me, it was with the utmoſt difficulty 


he could reſiſt his inclination of coming down to Port 


Royal to ſee Morgan and me, of whom he had heard no 
tidings ſince the day of our ſeparation ; but that he was 
_ reſtrained by the fear of being detained as a deſerter, He 
told me, that, when he heard my voice in the dark, he 
Vas almoſt as much ſurpriſed as I was at ſeeing him after- 
wards; and, in the confidence of friendſhip, diſcloſed a 
paſſion he entertained for the only daughter of the gentle- 
man with whom he lived, who, by his deſcription, was a 
very amiable young lady, and did not diſdain his addreſ- 
ſes; that he was very much favoured by her parents, and 
did not deſpair obtaining their conſent to the match; 
which would at once render him independent of the world. 
_ 1 congratulated him on his good fortune, which he pro- 
teſted ſhould never make him forget his friends; and to- 
wards morning we betook ourſelves to reſt. 


Next day he accompanied me to the ſhip, where Mr. 
5 Brayl entertained him at dinner, and we having ſpent 


the afternoon together, he took his leave of us in the 


evening, after he had forced upon me ten piſtoles, as a 


ſmall token of his affection. In ſhort, while we ſtaid 
here, we ſaw one another every day, and generally ate 
at the ſame table, which was plentifully ſupplied by him 


with all kinds of poultry, butcher's meat, oranges, limes, 
lemons, pine apples, Madeira wine, and excellent rum; 
To that this ſmall interval of ten days was by far the moſt 


e,, 
At length the Lizard arrived; and my patients being all 
fit for duty, they and I were ordered on board of her, 
where, I underſtood from Mr. Tomlins, that there was a 
dryneſs between the lieutenant and him on my account; 
that rancorous villain having taken the opportunity of my 


abſence to fill the captain's ears with a thouſand ſcandalous _ 


| ſtories to my prejudice; among other things, affirming, 


| that II had been once tranſported for theft, and that, when 


I was in the Thunder man of war, I had been whipt for 
rf Oe 2 Roe AO NE IS 0 
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- the ſame crime. The ſurgeon, on the other hand, having 
heard my whole ſtory from my own mouth, defended me 
ſtrenuouſly, and, in the courſe of that pood-natured office, 
recounted al] the inſtances of Crampley's malice againſt 
me while I remained on hoard of that ſhip : Which decla- 
ration, while it ſatisfied the captain of my innocence, made 
the hentenant as much my defender's enemy as mine. 
This infernal behaviour of Crampley, with regard to me, 
added ſuch fuel to my former reſentment, that, at certain 
times, I was quite beſide myſelf with the deſire of revenge, 
and was even tempted to piſtol him on the quarter deck, 
though an infamous death muſt inevitably have been my 
reward. But the ſurgeon, who was my confident, argued 
againſt ſuch a deſperate action ſo effectually, that I ſtifled 
the flame which conſumed me for the preſent, and re- 
ſolved to wait for a more convenient opportunity. In the 
mean time, that Mr. Tomlins might be the more convinced 
of the wrongs I ſuffered by this fellow's ſlander, I begged 
he would go and viſit Mr. Thomſon, whoſe wonderful 
eſcape I had made him acquainted with, and inquire of 
him into the particulars of my conduct, while he was my 
fellow mate. This requeſt the ſurgeon complied with, 
more through curioſity to ſee a perſon whoſe fate had deen 
tf extraordinary, than to confirm his good opinion of me, 


which, he aſſured me, was already firmly eſtabliſhed. He 


: therefore ſet out for the dwelling-place of my friend, with 
a letter of introduction from me; and, being received with 
all the civility and kindneſs I expected, returned to the 
| thip, not only ſatisfied with my character beyond the 
power of doubt or inſinuation, but alſo charmed with the 
affability and converſation of Thomſon, who loaded 
him and me with preſents of freſh ſtocks, liquors, and 


fruit. As he would not venture to come and ſee us on 


board, left Crampley ſhould knpw and detain him, when 
the time of our departure approached, I obtained leave to 
go and bid him farewell. After we had vowed an ever- 


laſting friendſhip, he preſſed upon me a purſe with four 


doubloons, which I refuſed as long as I could, without 
giving umbrage; and, having cordially embraced each 
other, I returned on board; where I found a ſmall box, 
with a letter directed for me, to the care of Mr. Tomlins. 
Knowing the ſuperſcription to be of Thomſon's hand- 
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writing, I opened it with ſome ſurpriſe, and learned that 


this generous friend, not contented with loading me with 


the preſents already mentioned, had ſent, for my uſe and 
acceptance, half a dozen fine ſhirts, and as many linen 


waiſtcoats and caps, with twelve pair of new thread ſtock- 


ings.— Being thus provided with money, and all neceſſarics 
for the comfort of life, I began to look upon mylelf as a 


_ gentleman of ſome conſequence, and felt my pride dilate 
GW „ 


Next day we ſailed for Port Royal, where we arrived 
ſafely with our prizes; and, as there was nothing to do on 


board, I went aſhore, and, having purchaſed a laced waiſt- 
coat, with ſome other clothes, at a ſale, made a ſwagger- 
ing figure for ſome days among the taverns, where I ven- 
tured to play a little at hazard, and came off with fifty 


piſtoles in my pocket. Meanwhile, our captain was pro- 
moted to a ſhip of twenty guns, and the command of the 


Lizard given to a man turned of fourſcore, who had been 
lieutenant ſince the reign of King William, and, notwith- 
{ſtanding his long ſervice, would have probably died in that 
ſtation, had he not applied ſome prize-money he had lately 
received, to make intereſt with his ſuperiors. My friend 
Brayl was alſo made an oſſicer about the ſame time, after 
he had ſerved in quality of a midſhipman and mate five 
and twenty years. Soon after theſe alterations, the admi- 
ral pitched upon our ſhip to carry home deſpatches for the 
miniſtry; and we ſet ſail for England, having firſt ſcrub- 
bed her bottom, and taken in proviſion and water for the 
F > 


— 
— 


| CHAPTER X . 


We 2 for Europea miſunderſtanding ariſes between the captain 


and ſurgeon, through the ſcandalous aſperſions of Crampley—the cap- 
_ tain dies—Crampley tyrannizes over the ſurgeon, who falls a victim 


to his cruelty—l am alſo ill uſed—the ſhip ſtrikes—the behaviour of 


Crampley and the ſeamen on that occaſion—l get on ſhore, challenge 
the captain to ſingle combat—am treacherouſly knocked down, wound- 


0 N ow that 1 could return to my native country in a cre- 
ditable way, I felt exceſhye pleaſure in finding myſelf out 
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of ſight of that fatal iſland, which has been the grave of 
ſo many Europeans; and as I was accommodated with 
every thing to render the paſſage agreeable, I reſolved to 
enjoy myſelf as much as the inſolence of Crampley would 
permit. This inſidious flanderer had found means already 
to cauſe a miſunderſtanding between the ſurgeon and cap- 
tain, who, by his age and infirmities, was rendered into- 
lerably peeviſh, his diſpoſition having alſo been ſoured by, 
a long courſe of diſappointments. He had a particular 
averſion to all young men, eſpecially to ſurgeons, whom 
he conſidered as unneceſſary animals on board of a ſhip; 
and, in conſequence of theſe ſentiments, never conſulted 
the doctor, notwithſtanding his being ſeized with a vio- 
lent fit of the gout and gravel ; but applied to a caſk of 
Holland gin, which was his ſovereign preſcription againſt | 
all diſtempers. Whether he was at this time too ſparing, 
or took an overdoſe of his cordial, certain it is, he depart- 
ed in the night, without any ceremony, which indeed was 
a thing he always deſpiſed, and was found {tiff next morn- 
ing, to the no ſmall ſatisfaction of Crampley, who ſuc- 
ceeded to the command of the veſſel. For that very rea- 
ſon, Mr. Tomlins and I had no cauſe to rejoice at this 
event, fearing that the tyranny of our new commander 
would now be as unlimited as his power. The firſt day 
of his command juſtified our apprehenſion : For, on pre- 
_ tence that the decks were too much crowded, he ordered 
the ſurgeon's hencoops, with all his fowls, to be thrown 
_ overboard; and at the ſame time prohibited him and me 
from appearing on the quarter-deck. Mr. Tomlins could 
not help complaining of theſe injuries, and, in the courſe 
of his expoftulation, dropped ſome haſty words, of which 
Crampley taking hold, confined him to his cabin, where, 
in a few days, for want of air, he was attacked by a fever, 
which ſoon put an end to his life, after he had made his 
will, by which he bequeathed all his eſtate, perſonal and 
real, to his ſiſter, and left to me his watch and inſtruments, 
as memorials of his friendſhip. I was penetrated with 
grief on this melancholy occaſion ; the more becauſe there 
was nobody on board to whom I could communicate my 
| forrows, or of whom I could receive the leaſt conſolation 
or advice. Crampley was ſo far from diſcovering the leaſt 
remorſe for his barbarity, at the news of the ſurgeon's 
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death, that he inſulted his memory in the moſt abuſive 


manner, and affirmed he had poiſoned himſelf out of pure 
fear, dreading to be brought to a court-martial for mutiny; 
for which reaſon he would not ſuffer the ſervice of the 
dead to be read over his body before it was thrown over- 
board. R ; 

Nothing but a ſpeedy deliverance could have ſupported 


me under the brutal ſway of this baſhaw, who, to render 
my life the more irkſome, ſignified to my meſſmates a 
defire that I ſhould be expelled from their ſociety. This 
was no ſooner hinted, than they granted his requeſt ; and 


I was fain to eat in a ſolitary manner by myſelf during 


the reſt of the paſſage, which however ſoon drew to a 
Et 8 

| We had been ſeven weeks at ſea, when the gunner 
told the captain, that, by his reckoning, we muſt be in 


W 


ſoundings, and deſired he would order the lead to be 


heaved. Crampley ſwore, he did not know how to keep 


the ſhip's way, for we were not within a hundred 
| leagues of ſoundings, and therefore he would not give 
himſelf the trouble to caſt the lead. Accordingly we 
continued our courſe all that afternoon and night, with= _ 
out ſhortening fail, although the gunner pretended to diſ- 
diſcover Scilly light, and next morning proteſted in form 
againſt the captain's conduct, for which he was put in 
_ confinement. We diſcovered no land all that day, and 
_ Crampley was {till ſo infatuated as to neglect ſounding ; 
burt at three o'clock in the morning, the ſhip ſtruck, and 
remained faſt on a ſand-bank. This accident alarmed _ 
the whole crew; the boat was immediately hoiſted out; 
but, as we could not diſcern which way the ſhore lay, 
we were obliged to wait for day-light, In the mean 
time, the wind increaſed, and the waves beat againſt the 
loop with ſuch violence, that we expected the would 
have gone to pieces. The gunner was releaſed, and con- 
| ſulted : He adviſed the captain to cut away the maſt, in 
order to lighten her; this expedient was performed with- 
out ſuccels : The ſailors ſeeing things in a deſperate fitua- 
tion, according to cuſtom, broke up the cheſts belonging 
to the officers, dreſſed themſelves in their clothes, drank 
their liquors without ceremony; and drunkenneſs, tumult, 
and confuſion enſued. In the midſt of this uproar, 1 
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went below to ſecure my own effects; and found the car- 
penter's mate hewing down the purſer's cabin with his 
hatchet, whiſtling all the while with great compoſure. 
When I aſked his intention in ſo doing, he replied very 
calmly, “ I only want to taſte the purſer's rum, that's all, 
maſter.” At that inſtant the purſer coming down, and 
ſeeing his effects going to wreck, complained bitterly 
of the injuſtice done to him, and aſked the fellow what 
occaſion he had for liquor, when, in all likelihood, he 


ſhould be in eternity in a few minutes. “ All's one for 


that (ſaid the plunderer), let us live while we can.” 


_« Miſerable wretch that thou art (cried the purſer), what 
muſt be thy lot in the other world, if thou dieſt in the 


commiſſion of robbery ?? © Why, hell, I ſuppoſe,” re- 


| plied the other, with great deliberation, while the purſer 
fell on his knees, and begged of Heaven, that we might 


not all periſh for the ſake of one Jonas. During this 


dialogue, I clothed myſelf in my beſt apparel, girded on 


my hanger, ſtuck my piſtols loaded in my belt, diſpoled 
of all my valuable moveables about my perſon, and came 


upon deck with a reſolution of taking the firſt oppor- 


tunity to get on ſhore, which, when the day broke, ap- 


2 at the diſtance of three miles a-head. Crampley 


finding his efforts to get the ſhip off ineffectual, deter- 


mined to conſult his own ſafety, by going into the boat, 


which he had no ſooner done, than the ſhip's company 


followed fo faſt, that ſhe would have ſunk along-fide, had 

not ſome one wiſer than the reſt cut the rope, and put 
off, But before this happened, I had made ſeveral at- 
tempts to get in, and was always baulked by the captain, 
who was ſo eager in excluding me, that he did not mind 


the endeavours of any other body. Enraged at this in- 
human partiality, and ſeeing the rope cut, I pulled one of 


my piſtols from my belt, and cocking it, ſwore I would 
 Thoot any man who would prefume to obſtruct my en- 
trance. 80 ſaying, I leaped with my full exertion, and 
got on board of the boat with the loſs of the ſkin of my 
ſhins. I chanced in my deſcent to overturn Crampley, 


who no ſooner got up than he ſtruck at me ſeveral times 
with a cutlaſs, and ordered the men to throw me over- 


board; but they were too anxious about their own ſafety 
to mind what he ſaid. Though the boat was very deeply 
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loaded, and the ſea terrible high, we made ſhift to o get 
upon dry land in leſs than an hour aſter we parted from 


the ſloop. As ſoon as I ſet foot on terra firma, my in- 
dignation, which had boiled fo long within me, broke out 
againſt Crampley, whom I immediately challenged to 
ſingle combat, preſenting my piſtols, that he might take 
his choice: He took one without heſitation, and, before 


I could cock the other, fired in my face, throwing the 
piſtol after the ſhot, I felt myſelf ſtunned, and ima- 
gining the bullet had entered my brain, diſcharged mine 
as quick as poſſible, that I might not die unrevenged; 

then flying upon my antagoniſt, knocked out ſeveral of 
his fore teeth, with the but-end of the piece, and would 
certainly have made an end of him witli that inſtrument, 
had he not di fengaged himſelf, and ſeized his cutlaſs, 


which he had given to his ſervant when he received the 


Piſtol. Seeing him armed in this manner, I drew my 
_ hanger, and having flung my piſtol at his head, cloted 
with him 1n a tranſport of fury, and thrult my weapon 
into his mouth, which it enlarged on one fide to his ear. 

Whether the ſmart of this wound diſconcerted him, or 

the unevennels of the ground made him reel, I know not, 
but he ſtaggered ſome paces back: I followed cloſe, and 

with one ſtroke cut the tendons of the back of his hand, 
upon which his cutlaſs dropt and he remained defence- 
leſs. I know not with what cruelty my rage might have 
inſpired me, if I had not at that inſtant been felled to the 
ground by a blow on the back part of my head, which 
deprived me of all ſenſation. In this deplorable fituation, 
expoſed to the rage of an incenſed barbarian, and the ra- 
pine of an inhuman crew, I remained for ſome time; and 
whether any diſputes aroſe among them during the {tate ” 
of my annihilation, I cannot pretend to determine; but | 
in one particular they ſeem to have been unanimous, and 
acted with equal dexterity and deſpatch ; ; for, when I re- 
covered the uſe of underſtanding, I found myſelf alone 
in a deſolate place, ſtripped of my clothes, money, watch, 
buckles, and every thing but my ſhoes, ſtockings, breeches, 
and ſhirt, What a diſcovery muſt this have been to me, 
wWuho but an hour before was worth ſixty guineas in caſh ! | 
I curſed the hour of my birth, the parents that gave me 
being, the ſea that did not fallow me up, the ; poignard 
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of the enemy, which could not find the way to my heart, 
the villany of thoſe who had left me in that miſerable 
condition; and, in the 8 of deſpair, reſolved to lie 
{till where I was, and * 


CHAPTER XXXVIn. 


I get up, and crawl into. 2 barn, where I am in danger of periſhing 

through the fear of the country people—their inhumanity—l am ſuc- 

coured by a reputed witch—her ſtory—her advice—ſhe recommends , 
me as a valet to a lingle may; WROW e . | | 


: Ber as 1 lay ruminating, my ; paſſion inſenfibly abated ; 
IT conſidered my fituation in quite another light from that 
in which it appeared to me at firſt, and the reſult of my 
_ deliberation was to riſe if I could, and crawl to the next 
inhabited place for aſbſtance. With ſome difficulty I got 
upon my legs, and having examined my body, found 1 
had received no other injury than two large contuſed 
wounds, one on the fore, and another on the hinder part 
of my head; which ſeemed to be occaſioned by the ſame 
Weapon, namely, the but-end of a piſtol. I looked to- 
Wards the ſea, but could diſcern no remains of the ſhip; 
ſo that I concluded ſhe was gone to pieces, and that thoſe 


who remained in her had periſhed : But as I afterwards 


learned, the gunner, who had more ſagacity than Cramp- 
ley, obſerving that it was flood when he left her, and 


that ſhe would probably float at high water, made no 


| noiſe about getting on ſhore, but continued on deck, in 
| hopes of bringing her ſafe into. ſome harbour, after the 
commander thould have deſerted her; for which piece 
of ſervice he expected, no doubt, to be handſomely re- 
warded. This ſcheme he accordingly executed, and was 
promiſed great things by the admiralty for ſaving his 
_ Majeſty's thip ; but I never heard he reaped the fruits 
of his expectation. As for my own part, I directed my 


courſe towards a ſmall-cottage I perceived, and, in the 


road, picked up a ſeaman's old jacket, which I ſuppoſe | 
the thief who drefſed himſelf in my clothes had thrown 
away; this was a very comfortable acquiſition to me, 
who was almoſt tf with cold: 5 therefore put it on, 
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and as my natural heat revived, my wounds, which had 
left off bleeding, burſt out afreſn; ſo that, finding my- 
ſelf exceſſively exhauſted, I was about to lie down in the 


fields, when I diſcovered a barn on my left hand, within 


a few yards of me: Thither I made ſhift to ſtagger, and 
finding the door open, went in, but ſaw nobody; how- 
ever I threw myſelf upon a truſs of ſtraw, hoping to be 


ſoon relieved by ſome perſon or other. I had not lain 
here many minutes, when I ſaw a country man come in 


with a pitch-fork in his hand, which he was upon the 
point of thruſting into the ſtraw that concealed me, and, 


in all probability, would have done my buſineſs, had I 
not uttered a dreadful groan, after having eſſayed in vain 
to ſpeak. This melancholy note alarmed the clown, who 


| ſtarted back, and diſcovering a body all beſmeared with 


blood, ſtood trembling, with the pitch-fork extended be- 
fore him, his hair briſtling up, his eyes ſtaring, his noſ- 
trils dilated, and his mouth wide open. At another time _ 
I ſhould have been much diverted by this figure, which 
_ preſerved the ſame attitude wy near ten minutes, during 
ucceſsful efforts to implore 
his compaſſion and aſſiſtance ; but my tongue failed me, 
and my language was only a repetition of groans : At 


which time I made many un 


5 length an old man arrived, who, ſeing the other in ſuch 


a poſture, cried, © Mercy upon en! the leaad's bewitch- 
ed ;—why Dick, beeſt thou beſayd thyſelf !” Dick, with- 

out moving his eyes from the object that terrified him, 
replied, O vather | vather | here be either the devil or 
a dead mon: I doan't know which o'en, but a groans | 
woundily.” The father, whoſe eye-ſight was none of 

the beſt, pulled out his ſpeCtacles, and having applied 


them to his noſe, reconnoitered me over his ſon's ſhoul- 


der: But no ſooner did he behold me, than he was ſeiz- 
ed with a fit of ſhaking, even more violent than Dick's, 
and, with a broken accent, addreſſed me thus: “ In the 
name of the Vather, Zun, and Holy Ghoſt, I charge 
you, an you been Satan, to be gone to the Red Zea; but 
an you be a murdered man, ſpeak, that you may have a 
_ chriſtom burial.” As I was not in a condition to ſatisfy 
him in this particular, he repeated his conjuration to no 
_ . Purpoſe; and they continued a good while in the agonies 
of fear. At length the father propoſed that the ſon ſhould 
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draw nearer, and take a more diſtinct view of the appari- 


tion; but Dick was of opinion, that his father ſhould ad- 


vance firſt, as being an old man paſt his labour, and if he 
received any miſchief, the loſs would be the ſmaller ; 


whereas he himſelf might eſcape, and be uſeful in his ge- 
neration. This prudential reaſon had no effect upon the 
ſenior, who ſtill kept Dick between me and him. In the 


mean time, I endeavoured to raiſe one hand as a ſignal 
of diſtreſs, but had only ſtrength ſufficient to produce a 
ruſtling among the ſtraw, which diſcompoſed the young 
peaſant ſo much, that he ſprung out at the door, and 


overthrew his father in his flight. The old gentleman 
would not ſpend time in getting up, but crawled back- 
_ wards like a crab, with great ſpeed, till he had got over 


the threſhold, mumbling exorciſms all the way. I was 
exceedingly mortiſied to find myſelf in danger of periſh- 
ing through the ignorance and cowardice of theſe clowns; 


and felt my ſpirits decay apace, when an old woman en- 
| tered the barn, followed by the two fugitives, and with 
great intrepidity advanced to the place where I lay, ſay- 
ing, If it be the devil I fear en not, and for a dead mon, 
a can do us no harm.” When ſhe ſaw my condition, ſhe 
cried, Here be no devil, but in youren fool's head. Here 
be a poor miſerable wretch, bleeding to death, and if a 


dies, we mult be at the charge of burying him ; ; there- 


fore, Dick, go vetch the old wheel-barrow and put en in, 
and carry en to goodman Hodge's back door ; he i is more 
able than we to lay out money upon poor vagrants.” Her 
advice was taken, and immediately put in execution: 1 
was rolled to the other farmer's door, where I was tum 
| bled out like a heap of dung; and would certainly have 
fallen a prey to the hogs, if my groans had not diſturbed 
the family, and brought ſome of them out to view my ſi- 
tuation. But Hodge reſembled the Jew more than the 
good Samaritan, and ordered me to be carried to the houſe 
of the parſon, whoſe buſineſs it was to practiſe as well as 
to preach charity: Obſerving, that it was ſufficient for 
him to pay his quota, towards the maintenance of the poor 
6 belonging to his own pariſh. When I was ſet down at 
the vicar's gate, he fell into a mighty paſſion, and threat- 


ened to excommunicate him who ſent, as well as thoſe 


who brought me, unleſs they would move me immedi- 
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ately to another place. About this time, I fainted with 


the fatigue I had undergone, and afterwards underſtood 
that I was bandied from door to door through a whole 
village, nobody having humanity enough to adminiſter 
the leaſt relief to me, until an old woman, who was ſuſ- 

pected of witchcraft by the neighbourhood, hearing of my 


diſtreſs, received me into her houſe, and having dreſſed 


my wounds, brought me to myſelf with cordials of her 
own preparing. 1 was treated with great care and ten- 
derneſs by this grave matron, who, after I had recovered 
ſome ſtrength, defired to know the particulars of my laſt 


diſaſter. This piece of ſatisfaction I could not refuſe to 
one who had ſaved my life; therefore related all my ad- 
ventures without exaggeration or reſerve. She ſecmed 


ſurpriſed at the viciſſitudes I had undergone, and drew 


a happy preſage of my future life from my paſt ſufferings, 
then launched out into the praiſe of adverſity with ſo 
much ardour and good ſenſe, that I concluded ſhe was a 
perſon who had ſeen better days, and conceived a long- 
ing deſire to hear her ſtory. She perceived my drift by 
ſome words I dropped, and ſmiling, told me, there was 


nothing either entertaining or extraordinary in the courſe 


of her fortune; but, however, ſhe would communicate it 
to me in conſideration of the confidence I had repoſed in 


her. It is of little conſequence (ſaid ſhe) to tell the 


names of my parents, who are dead many years ago: Let 
it ſuffice to aſſure you, they were wealthy, and had no 
other child than me; ſo that I was looked upon as heireſs 
to a conſiderable eſtate, and teaſed with addreſſes on that 
account. Among the number of my admirers there was 
a young gentleman of no fortune, whoſe ſole dependence 
| was on his promotion in the army, in which at that time 
he bore a lieutenant's commiſhon. I conceived an affec- 
tion for this amiable officer, which, in a ſhort time, in- 
creaſed to a violent paſſion, and, without entering into 
minute circumſtances, married him privately. We hal 
not enjoyed one another long, in ſtolen interviews, when 
he was ordered. with his regiment to Flanders; but, be- 
fore he ſet out, it was agreed between us, that he ſhould 
declare our marriage to my father by letter, and implore 
his pardon for the ſtep we had taken without his appro- 
bation. This diſcovery was made while I was abroad vi-, 
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ſiting, and juſt as I was about to retura home, I received 

a letter from my father, importing, that ſince I had ated 
ſo undutifully and meanly, as to marry a beggar, without 
his privity or conſent, to the diſgrace of his family, as 
well as the diſappointment of his hopes, he renounced me 
to the miſerable fate I had entailed npon myſelf, and 
charged me never to ſet foot within his doors again. This 


Tigid ſentence was confirmed by my mother, who, in a 


poſtſcript, gave me to underſtand, tYat her ſentiments were 
exactly conformable to thoſe of my father, and that 1 
might ſave myſelf the trouble of making any applications, 


for her reſolutions were unalterable. Thunderſtruck with 
my evil fortune, I called a coach and drove to my huſ- 
| band's lodgings, where I found him waiting the event of 
his letter. Though he could eaſily divine by my looks 
the iſſue of his declaration, he read with great ſteadineſs 
the epiſtle I had received; and, with a ſmile full of ten- 
derneſs, which I ſhall never forget, embraced me, ſaying, 
_ T believe the good lady your mother might have ſpared herſelf 
the trouble of tize laſi part of her poſtſcript. Well, my dear 
Betty, you muſt lay aſide all thoughts of a coach, till I can pro- 
cure the command of a regiment. This unconcerned beha- 
viour, while it enabled me to ſupport my reverſe of for- 
tune, at the ſame time endeared him to me the more, by 
convincing me of his diſintereſted views in eſpouſing me. 
1 was next day boarded in company with the wife of ano- 
ther officer, who had long been the friend and confident. 


of my huſband, at a village not far from London, where 


they parted with us in the moſt melting manner, went to 


Flanders, and were killed in fight of one another at the 


battle of the Wood. Why ſhould I tire you with a de- 

| ſcription of our 'unutterable ſorrow at the fatal news of 
this event, the remembrance of which now fills my aged 
eyes with tears! When our grief ſubſided a little, and 


reflection came to our aid, we found ourſelves deſerted 


by the whole world, and in danger of periſhing by want: 
Whereupon we made application for the penſion, and 
were put upon the liſt. Then vowing eternal friendſhip, 
Told our jewels and ſuperfluous clothes, retired to this 
place (which is in the county of Suſſex), bought this lit- 
| tle houſe, where we lived many years in a ſolitary man- 


ner, indulging our mutual ſorrow, till it pleaſed Hea- 
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'ven to call away my companion two Jeans ago, ſince 
which time I have lingered out an unhappy being, in 
hopes of a ſpeedy diſſolution, when I promiſe myſelf the 
eternal reward of all my cares. In the mean time (con- 
tinued ſhe) I muſt inform you of the character I bear 
among the neighbours :—My converſation being differ- 
ent from that 'of the inhabitants of the village, my re- 


cluſe way of life, my {kill in curing diſtempers, which I 


acquired from books ſince I ſettled here, and laſtly, my 
age, have made the common people look upon me as 
ſomething preternatural, and I am actually at this hour 
believed to be a witch. The parſon of the pariſh, whoſe 


acquaintance I have not been at much pains to cultivate, 


taking umbrage at my ſuppoſed diſreſpect, has contribut- 
cd not a little towards the confirmation of this opinion, 


by dropping certain hints to my prejudice among the vul- 


gar, who are alſo very much ſcandalized at my entertain- 
ing this poor tabby cat with the collar about her neck, 
Which was a favourite of my deceaſed companion.” 


The whole behaviour of this venerable perſon was ſo 


primitive, innocent, ſenſible, and humane, that I con- 


tracted a filial reſpect for her, and begged her advice with 
regard to my future conduct, as ſoon as I was in a con- 
dition to act for myſelf. She diſſuaded me from a deſign 
I had formed of travelling to London, in hopes of re- 
trieving my clothes and pay, by returning to my ſhip, 
which by this time, I read in the newſpaper, was ſafely _ 
arrived in the river Thames: “ Becauſe (ſaid ſhe) you run 
the hazard of being treated not only as a deſerter in quit- 
ting the ſloop, but alſo as a mutineer in aſſaulting your 


commanding officer, to the malice of whoſe revenge you 


will moreover be expoſed.” She then promiſed to recom- 


mend me as a ſervant to a ſingle lady of her acquaintance, _ 


who lived in the neighbourhood with her nephew, who. 


Was a young fox-hunter of great fortune, where I might 


be very happy, provided I could bear the diſpoſition and 

manners of my miſtreſs, which were ſomewhat whimſical _ 

and particular. But, above all things, {he counſelled me 
to conceal my ſtory, the knowledge of which would effec- _ 


tually poiſon my entertainment; for it was a maxim among 


molt people of condition, that no gentleman in diſtreſs 


aught to be admitted into a family as a domeſtic, leſt he 
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become proud, lazy, and infolent. I was fain to embrace 
this humble propoſal, becauſe my affairs were deſperate ; 
and in a few days was hired by this lady, to ſerve in qua- 
lity of her footman; having been repreſented by my 
hoſteſs as a young man who was bred up to the ſea by his 


relations againſt his will, and had ſuffered ſhipwreck, 


which had increaſed his diſguſt to that way of life ſo much, 


that he rather choſe to go to ſervice on ſhore, than enter 


himſelf on board of any other ſhip. Before I took poſleſ- 
ſion of my new place, ſhe gave me a ſketch of my miſtreſs's 


character, that I might know better how to regulate my 


conduck. © Your lady (ſaid ſhe), is a maiden of forty 
years, not ſo remarkable for her beauty, as her learning 


and taſte, which is famous all over the country. Indeed 
the is a perfect female virtuoſo; and ſo eager after the 
_ purſuit of knowledge, that ſhe neglects her perſon even 
to a degree of ſluttiſhnels ; this negligence, together with 
her contempt of the male part of the creation, gives her 
nephew no great concern, as by theſe means he will pro- 
bably keep her fortune, which is conſiderable, in the fa- 
mily. He therefore permits her to live in her own way, 
which is ſomething extraordinary, and gratifies her in all 
| her whimſical deſires. Her apartment is at ſome diſtance 
from the other inhabited parts of the houſe, and conſiſts 


of a dining-room, bed- chamber, and ſtudy ; She keeps a 


cCook-maid, waiting-woman, and footman of her own ; 
and ſeldom eats or converſes with any of the family but 
her niece, who is a very lovely creature, and humours 


her aunt often to the prejudice of her own health, by fit- 


ting up with her whole nights together; for your miltreſs | 
is too much of a philoſopher to be ſwayed by the cuſtoms | 
of the world, and never ſleeps or cats like other people. 
Among other odd notions, ſhe profeſſes the principles of 
Roſicrutius; and believes the earth, air, and fea, are in- 
habited by inviſible beings, with whom! it is poſſible for 
the human ſpecies to entertain correſpondence and inti- 
macy, on the eaſy condition of living chaſte. As ſhe 
hopes one day to be admitted into an acquaintance of this 
kind, ſhe no ſooner heard of ine and my cat, than the 


aid me a viſit, with a view, as ſhe has ſince owned, to 


be introduced to my familiar, and was greatly mortified ? 


to o find herſelf diſappointed in her cXpecxation. Being, 


3. 
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Being, by this viſionary turn of mind, abſtracted as it 
were from the world, ſhe cannot advert to the common 
occurrences of life; and therefore is frequently ſo abſent, 
as to commit very ſtrange miſtakes and extravagancies, 


which you will do well to rectify and repair as your pru- 
dence ſhall WE N nm 


CH APTER XXXIX. 


My recepticin by that hd become: enamoured of Narciſſa—recount 
the particulars of my laſt misfortune—acquire the good opinion of my 
 miſtreſs—an account of the young ſquire—I am made acquainted with 

more particulars of Narciſſa's ſituation - conceive a mortal hatred a- 


gainſt Sir Timothy—examine my lady's — and performances. 
her extravagant behaviour. | 


Fader wh dee ate inftiutiions, 1 repaired to 
the place of her habitation, and was introduced by the 
waiting- woman to the preſence of my lady, who had not be- 
fore ſeen me. She fat in her ſtudy, with one foot on the 
ground, and the other opon a high ſtool at ſome diſtance 
from her ſeat; her ſandy locks hung down in a diſorder 

I cannot call beautiful, from her head, which was deprive 
ed of its coif, for the benefit of ſcratching with one hand, 
while ſhe held the ſtump of a pen in the other. Her fore- 
head was high and wrinkled; her eyes were large, gray, 
and prominent; her noſe was long, ſharp, and aquiline; 
her mouth of vaſt capacity; her viſage meagre and freck- 
led, and her chin peaked like a ſhoemaker's paring-knife; 
her upper lip contained a large quantity of plain Spaniſh, _ 
which, by continual falling, had embroidered her neck, 


: that was not naturally very white, and the br Kalt of der : 
gown, that flowed looſe about her with a negligence tru- _ 


| ly poetic, difcovering linen that was very fine, and to all 
appearance never waſhed but in Caſtilian ſtreams. Around 
her lay heaps of books, globes, quadrants, teleſcopes, and 
other learned apparatus: Her ſnuff-box ſtood at her right 
hand; ; at her left hand lay her handkerchief, ſufficiently 
_ ufed ; and a convenience to ſpit in appeared on one fide 
of her chair. She being in a reverie when we entered, 
the maid did not think proper to diſturb her; ſo that we 
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waited ſome minutes unobſerved, during which time ſhe 
bit the quill ſeveral times, altered her poſition, made 
many wry faces, and at Og with an air of triumph, 
repeated aloud, | 


Nor dare th immortal gods my rags oppoſe. 


Having committed her ſucceſs to paper, ſhe turned to- 


wards the door, and, perceiving us, cried, “ What's the 


matter ?”—« Here's the young man (replied my conduc- 
treſs) whom Mrs. Sagely recommended as a footman to 


your ladyſhip.” On this information ſhe ſtared in my 


face a conſiderable time, and then aſked my name, which 


I thought proper to conceal under that of John Brown. 
After having ſurveyed me with a curious eye, ſhe broke 
out into, O! ay, thou waſt ſhipwrecked, I remember. 
Whether didſt thou come on ſhore on the back of a whale 
or a dolphin ?“ To this I anſwered, I had ſwam aſhore 
without any aſſiſtance.— Then ſhe demanded to know if 
I had ever been at the Helleſpont, and ſwam from Ceſ- 
tos to Abydos. I replied in the negative: Upon which 
ſhe bade the maid order a ſuit of new livery for me, and 
inſtruct me in the articles of my duty: So nn ſhe ſpit 
in her ſnuff-box, and wiped her noſe with her cap, which 
lay on the table inſtead of a handkerchief. We returned to 
the kitchen, where I was regaled by the maids, who ſeem- 
ed to vie with each other in expreſſing their regard for me; 
and from them I underſtood that my buſineſs conſiſted in 
cleaning knives and forks, laying the cloth, waiting at ta- 
ble, carrying meſſages, and attending my lady when ſhe 
went abroad. There was a very good ſuit of livery in the 

| houſe, which had belonged to my predeceſſor, deceaſed, 
and it fitted me exactly; ; fo that there was no eden . 
for employing a taylor on my account. I had not long 
been equipped in this manner, when my lady's bell rung; 
upon which I ran up ſtairs, and found her ſtalking about 


the room in her ſhift and under-petticoat only: I would 
have immediately retired as became me, but ſhe bade me 


come in, and air a clean ſhift for her; which operation 1 
having performed with ſome backwardneſs, ſhe put it on 

before me without any ceremony, and I verily believe 
was ignorant of my ſex all that time, as being quite ab- 
| forpt in contemplation. 


About four 0 clock i in the after- 
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noon, I was ordered to lay the cloth, and place two co- 
vers, which J underſtood were for my miſtreſs and her 
niece, whom I had not as yet ſeen. Though I was not 


very dexterous at this work, I performed it pretty well for 


a beginner z and, when dinner was upon the table, ſaw_ 
my miſtreſs approach, accompanied by the young lady, 


whoſe name, for the preſent, ſhall be Narciſſa. So much 


ſweetneſs appeared in the countenance and carriage of 
this amiable apparition, that my heart was captivated at 


firſt ſight, and, while dinner laſted, I gazed upon her 


without intermiſſion. Her age ſcemed to be ſeventeen, 


her ſtature tall, her ſhape unexceptionable ; ; her hair, that 
fell down upon her vory neck in ringlets, black as jet; 
| her arched eye-brows of the ſame colour; her eyes pier- 


cing, yet tender; her lips of the conſiſtence and hue of 


cherries z her complexion clear, delicate, and health 


her aſpeck noble, ingenuous, and humane; and the 1 


perſon ſo raviſhingly delightful, that it was impoſſible for 8 


any creature endued with ſenſibility, to ſee without ad- 


miring, and admire without loving her to exceſs! I be- 


gan to curſe the ſervile ſtation that placed me ſo far be- 


neath the regard of this idol of my adoration! and yet I 
bleſſed my fate, that enabled me to enjoy daily the fight 
of ſo much perfection! When ſhe ſpoke, I liſtened with 
pleaſure z but when ſhe ſpoke to me, my ſoul was thrill. 

cd with an ecſtacy of tumultuous joy! I was even fo hap- 


Py as to be the ſubject of their converſation : For Narciſ- 


a having obſerved me, ſaid to her aunt, © I ſee your new 
f footman is come.” Then addreſling herſelf to me, aſk- 
cd, with ineffable complacency, if I was the perſon who 

| had been fo cruelly uſed by robbers? When I ſatisfied 
her in this, ſhe expreſſed a deſire of knowing the other 
particulars of my fortune, both before and fince my be- 


ing ſhipwrecked. Hereupon (as Mrs. Sagely had coun- 


ſelled me) I told her that I had been bound apprentice to 


the maſter of a ſhip, contrary to my inclination, which 
ſhip had foundered at ſea; that I, and four more, who 


5 chanced to be on deck when the went down, made ſhift : 


to ſwim to the ſhore, when my companions, after having 
overpowered me, ſtript me to the ſhirt, and left me, as 


they imagined, dead of the wounds I received in my own 
defence. I hen I related the circumſtances of my be- 


Q i 
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ing found in a barn, with the inhuman treatment I met 
with from the country people and parſon; the deſcription 
of which, I perceived, drew tears from the charming crea- 
ture's eyes! When I had finiſhed my recital, my miſtreſs 
ſaid, Ma fey! le gargon eff bien fait ” To which opinion 
Narciſſa aſſented, with a compliment to my underſtand- 
ing in the ſame language, that flattered my vanity ex- 
tremely. 5 CNN 

The converſation, among other ſubjects, turned upon 
the young ſquire, whom my lady inquired after under 
the title of the Savage; and was informed by her neice, 
that he was ſtill in bed, repairing the fatigue of laſt night's 
debauch, and recruiting ftrength and ſpirits to undergo a 


| fox-chaſe to-morrow morning, in company with Sir Ti- 


mothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great many other 
gentlemen of the ſame ſtamp, whom he had invited on 
that occaſion ; ſo that, by day-break, the whole houſe 
would be in an uproar. This was a very diſagreeable 
piece of news to the virtuoſo, who proteſted ſhe would 
ſtuff her ears with cotton when the went to bed, and take 
| a doſe of opium to make her fleep the more ſound, that 
ſhe might not be diſturbed and diſtracted by the clamour 
JJ  -: EE 
When their dinner was over, I and my fellow-ſervants 
ſat down to ours in the kitchen, where I underſtood that 
Sir Timethy Thicket was a wealthy knight in the neigh- 


bourhood, between whom and Narciſſa a match had been 
projected by her brother, who promiſed at the ſame time to 


eſpouſe Sir 'Timothy's filter ; by which means, as their for- 
tunes were pretty equal, the young ladies would be provid- 
ed for, and their brothers be never the poorer ; but that 
the ladies did not concur in the ſcheme, each of them entef- 
taining a hearty contempt for the perſon allotted to her for 
a huſband by this agreement. 'This information begat in 
me a mortal averſion to Sir Timothy, whom I looked upon 
as my rival, and curſed in my heart for his preſumption. 
Next morning, by day-break, being awakened by the noiſe of 
the hunters and hounds, I aroſe to view the cavalcade, and 
had a fight of my competitor, whoſe accompliſhments (the 
eſtate excluded) did not ſcem brilliant enough to give me 
much uneaſineſs with reſpect to Narciſſa, who, I flattered 
_ myſelf, was not to be won by ſuch qualifications as he was 
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maſter of, either as to perſon or mind. My miſtreſs, not- 
withſtanding her precaution, was ſo much diſturbed by 


her nephew's company, that ſhe did not riſe till five o'clock 
in the afternoon : So that I had an opportunity of examin- 
ing her ſtudy at leiſure, to which examination I was 
ſtrongly prompted by my curioſity. Here I found a thou- 
ſand ſcraps of her own poetry, conſiſting of three, four, 


ten, twelve, and twenty lines, on an infinity of ſubjects, 
which, as whim inſpired, ſhe had begun, without conſtancy 


or capacity to bring to any degree of compoſition : But, 
what was very extraordinary in a female poet, there was 
not the leaſt mention made of love in any of her perform- 


ances. I counted fragments of five tragedies, the titles 


of which were, © The Stern Philoſopher—The Double 


Murder —The Sacrilegious 'Traitor—The Fall of Lucifer 
—and The Laſt Day.” From whence I gathered, that 


her diſpoſition was gloomy, and her imagination delighted 


with objects of horror. Her library was compoſed of the 


beſt Engliſh hiſtorians, poets, and philoſophers ; of all the 
French critics and poets, and of a few books in Italian, 
_ chiefly poetry, at the head of which were Taſſo and Arioſto, 


pretty much uſed, Beſides theſe, tranſlations of the claſ- 


ſics into French, but not one book in Greek or Latin; a 
circumſtance that diſcovered her ignorance in theſe lan- 
guages. After having taken a full view of this collection, 
I retired, and, at the uſual time, was preparing to lay the 
cloth, when I was told by the maid that her miſtreſs was 
ſtill in bed, and had been ſo affected with the notes of the 
| hounds in the morning, that ſhe actually believed herſelf 
a hare beſet by the hunters; and begged a few greens to 
munch for breakfaſt. When I exprefſed my ſurpriſe at 
this unaccountable imagination, ſhe gave me to underſtand, 
that her lady was very much ſubject to whims of this 
nature; ſometimes fancying herſelf an animal, ſometimes 
a piece of furniture, during which conceited transforma- 
tions it was very dangerous to come near her, eſpecially 
when ſhe repreſented a beaſt ; for that, lately, in the cha- 
racter of a cat, ſhe had flown at her, and ſcratched ber 
face in a terrible manner; that, ſome months ago, ſhe pro- 
Pheſied the general conflagration was at hand, and nothing 
would be able to quench it but her water, which therefore 


Me kept ſo long that her life was in danger; and ſhe mui} 
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needs have dicd of the retention, had they not found an 
expedient to make her evacuate, by kindling a bonfire 
under her chamber window, and perſuading her that the 
houſe was in flames; upon which, with great deliberation, 
ſhe bade them bring all the tubs and veſſels they could 
find, to be filled, for the preſervation of the houſe, into 
one of which ſhe immediately diſcharged the cauſe of her 
diſtemper. I was alſo informed, that nothing contributed 
ſo much to the recovery of her reaſon as muſic, which was 
always adminiſtered on thoſe occaſions by Narciſſa, who 
played perfectly well on the harpſichord, and to whom ſhe 
(the maid) was juſt then going to intimate her aunt's diſ- 
order. She was no ſooner gone, than I was ſummoned 
by the bell to my lady's chamber, where I found her fit- 
ting ſquat on her hams on the floor, in the manner of puſs 
when ſhe liſtens to the outcries of her purſuers. When I 
appeared, ſhe ſtarted up with an alarmed look, and fprung 
to the other ſide of the room to avoid me, whom, without 
doubt, ſhe miſtook for a beagle thirſting after her life. 
Perceiving her extreme confuſion, I retired, and, on the 
ſtair-caſe, met the adorable Narciſſa coming up, to whom 
I imparted the ſituation of my miſtreſs: She ſaid not a 
word, but, {ſmiling with unipeakable grace, went into her 
aunt's apartment, and in a little time my ears were raviſhed _ 
with the effects of her ſkill. She accompanied the inſtru- 


ment with a voice ſo ſweet and melodious, that I did not 


Wonder at the ſurpriſing change it produced on the ſpirits 
of my miſtreſs, which were ſoon compoſed to Peace and 
| tober reflection. 

About ſeven o'clock the Cs arrived, OP the fins 
of two foxes and one badger, carried before them as tro- 


|  phies of their ſucceſs : And, when they were about to fit 


down to dinner (or ſupper), Sir Timothy Thicket deſired 

that Narciſſa would honour the table with her preſence : 
Hut this requeſt, notwithſtanding her brother's threats and 

_ entreaties, the refuſed, on pretence of attending her aunt, 


Who was indiſpoſed 101 enjoyed the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 


my rival mortified: But this diſappointment made no great 


impreſſion on him, who conſoled himſelf with the bottle, 


of which the whole company became ſo enamoured, that, 


after a moſt horrid uproar of laughing, ſinging, ſwearing) 8 


dancing, and fighting, they v were all carried to bed in a 
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ſtate of utter oblivion. My duty being altogether detached 
from the ſquire and his family, I led a pretty eaſy and 
comfortable life, drinking daily intoxicating draughts of 


love from the charms of Narciſſa, which brightened on my 


contemplation every day more and more. Inglorious as 
my ſtation was, I became blind to my own unworthineſs, 
and even conceived hopes of one day enjoying this amiable 


creature, whoſe affability greatly encouraged theſe pre- 


ſumptuous thoughts. 


— 
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CHAPTER XL. 


My miſtreſs is ſurpriſed at my learning—communicates her performances 

to me—] impart ſome of mine to her—am mortified at her faint praiſe _ 
— Narciſſa approves of my conduct gain an involuntary conqueſt 
over the cook-wench and dairy-maid—their mutual reſentment and in- 


ſinuations- the jealouſy of their lovers. 8 | 


DorxG this ſeaſon of love and tranquillity, my muſe, 
which had lain dormant ſo long, awoke, and produced 
ſeveral ſmall performances on the ſubject of my flame: 
But, as it concerned me nearly to remain undiſcovered in 
my real character and ſentiments, I was under a neceſlity 
of mortifying my deſire of praiſe, by confining my works 
to my own peruſal and applauſe. In the mean time 
1 ftrove to infinuate myſelf into the good opinion of 
both ladies; and ſucceeded fo well, by my diligence and 
dutiful behaviour, that, in a little time, I was at leaſt 
a favourite ſervant; and frequently enjoyed the pleaſure 
of hearing myſelf mentioned in French and Italian, 
with ſome degree of warmth and ſurpriſe, by the dear 
object of all my wiſhes, as a perſon who had ſo much of 
the gentleman in my appearance and diſcourſe, that ſhe 
could not for her ſoul treat me like a common lacquey. 
My prudence and modeſty were not long proof againſt 
_ theſe bewitching compliments. One day, while I waited 
at dinner, the converſation turned upon a knotty paſſage 
of Taſſo's Gieruſalem, which, it ſeems, had puzzled them 
both: After a great many unſatisfactory conjectures, my 


_ miſtreſs, taking the book out of her pocket, turned up the 
place in queſtion, and read the fentence over and over 
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without ſucceſs; at length, deſpairing of finding the au- 
thor's meaning, ſhe turned to me, ſaying, * Come hither, | 
Bruno, let us ſee what fortune will do for us; I will in- 
terpret to thee what goes before and what follows this 
obſcure paragraph, the particular words of which I will 
alfo explain, that thou mayeſt, by comparing one with 
another, gueſs the ſenſe of that which perplexes us.” 1 
was too vain to let ſhp this opportunity of diſplaying my 
talents, therefore, without heſitation, read and explained 
the whole of that which had diſconcerted them, to the 
utter aſtoniſhment of both. Narcifſa's face and love] 
neck were overſpread with bluſhes, from which I drew 
| a favourable omen, while her aunt, after having ſtared at 
me a good while with a look of amazement, exclaimed, 
In the name of heaven! Who art thou?” I told her [ 
had picked up a ſmattering of Italian, during a voyage up 
the Straits. At this explanation ſhe ſhook her head, and 
_ obſerved, that no ſmatterer could read as J had done. 5 
She chen deſired to know if I underſtood French? To 
which queſtion I anſwered in the affirmative: She aſk- 
ed, if I was acquainted with the Latin and Greek? I 
_ replied, „A little.“ Oho! {continued ſhe) and with 
philoſophy and mathematics, I ſuppoſe ?—I owned, 1 
knew ſomething of each. Then the repeated her ſtare. 
and interrogation. I began to repent of my vanity, and, 
in order to repair the _ I had committed, ſaid, it was 
not to be wondered at if IJ had a tolerable education, for 
learning was ſo cheap in my country, that every peaſant _ 
was a ſcholar ;z but I hoped feng ladyſhip would think my 
underſtanding no exception to my character. She was 
pleaſed to anſwer, « No, no, God forbid.” But during 
the reſt of the time they ſat at tables they behaved with 
remarkable reſerve. 5 
This alteration gave me 8 ta. 4 TY I paſt: d 
the night without ſleep, in melancholy reſſections on the 
vanity "of young men, which prompts them to commit ſo 
many fooliſh aCtions, contrary to their own ſober judg- 
ment. Next day, however, inſtead of profiting by this 


ſelf. condemnation, I yielded ſtill more to the dictates of 


the principle I had endeavoured to chaſtiſe, and, if fortune 
| had not befriended me more than prudence could expect, 
i faould have been treated with the contempt It delervec. 


* 
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After breakfaſt, my lady, who was a true author, bade 
me follow her into the ſtudy, where ſhe expreſſed herſelf 
thus: © Since you are ſo learned, you cannot be void of 
taſte; therefore I am to deſire your opinion of a ſmall 
performance in poetry, which I lately compoſed. You 
maſt know I have planned a tragedy, the ſubject of which 
ſhall be the murder of a prince before the altar where he 
is buſy at his devotions. After the deed is perpetrated, 
the regicide will harangue the people with the bloody 
dagger in his hand; and I have already compoſed a ſpeech, 
which I think will fuit the character extremely—Here it 
is. — Then taking up a ſcrap of paper, ſhe read with vio- 
Jent — and geiture, as follows : : 


Thus have 1 ſent the dents! king to o hell, 
Without or coffin, ſhroud, or paſſing be U: 
_ To me, what are divine and human laws ? | 
I court no ſanction but my own applauſe ! 9 
Rapes, robb'ries, treaſons, yield my ſoul delight; | 
And human carnage pratifies ray ſight : | 
1 drag the parent by the hoary hair, 
And toſs the ſprawling infant on my ſpear, 
While the fond mother's cries regale mine ear, 
I fight, 1 vanquiſh, murder friends and foes; | 
Nor dare th' immortal you my rage oppoſe. 


Though 1 did went violence to my underflanding in 
profit this unnatural rhapſody, I nevertheleſs extolled it 
as a production that of itſelf deferved immortal fame; 
and beſought her ladyſhip to blefs the world with the fruits 
of thoſe uncommon talents Heaven had beſtowed upon 
| her. She ſmiled with a look of ſelf-complacency, and, 
_ encouraged by the incenſe I had offered, communicated | 
all her poetical works, which I applauded one by one, 
with as little candour as I had ſhown at firſt. Satiated 
with my flattery, which, I hope, my ſituation juſtified, 
| ſhe could not in conſcience refuſe me an opportunity of 
ſhining | in my turn; and, therefore, after a compliment 


to my nice diſcernment and taſte, obſerved, that, doubt- 


leſs, I muſt have produced ſomething in that way myſelf, _ 
which ſhe deſired to ſee. This was a temptation I could 
by no means reſiſt. I owned, that, while I was at col- 
lege, I wrote ſome ſmall detached pieces, at the deſire of 

5 friend who was in love; J and at her requeſt repeated the 
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following verſes, which indeed my love for Narciſſa had 
inſpired. 


| 


On CELIA, Playing on the We and Singing. 


When Sappho ſtruck the quiv'ring wire, 
The throbbing breaſt was all on fire: 
And, when ſhe rais'd the vocal lay, 
The euperde ſoul was . away. 


But had the nymph poſſeſs'd with theſe, 
Thy ſofter, chaſter power to pleaſe : 
Thy beauteous air of ſprightly * 

Thy native ſmiles of artleſs truth; 

| III. | | 

The worm of grief had never prey'd 

On the ſorſaken love-ſick maid : | 
Nor had ſhe mourn'd an hapleſs flame, 
Nor daſn'd on rocks her tender frame. 


Ny miſtreſs Paid t me a cold compliment on my verſifi- 
cation, which, ſhe ſaid, was elegant enough, but the ſub- 
ject beneath the pen of a true poet. I was extremely 

 _nettled at her indifference, and looked at Narciſſa, who 

buy this time had joined us, for her approbation ; but ſhe 
declined giving her opinion, proteſting ſhe-was no judge 
of theſe matters: So that I was forced to retire, very much 
baulked in my expectation, which was generally a little 
too ſanguine. In the afternoon, however, the waiting- 


mad aſſured me that Narciſſa had expreſſed her approba- 


tion of my performance with great warmth, and deſired 
her to procure a copy of it, as for herſelf, that ſhe (Nar- 
_ ciſſa) might have an opportunity to peruſe it at pleaſure. 

J was elated to an extravagant pitch at this intelligence, 


and immediately tranſcribed a fair copy of my ode, which 


was carried to the dear charmer, e. with another 
on the fame ſubject, as follows: 2 


"oe 1. 
- Thy aal ſhafts unerring move, 
I bow before thine altar, Love! 
I feel thy foft reſiſtleſs flame . | 
| Slide ſwift through 1 my vital frame! | 


For while I gaze, at afar glows, 
My blood in tides impetuous flows; 
Hope, fear, and joy alternate roll, 
And floods of . 'whelm my foul! 
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DOA III. 
My fault'ring tongue attempts in vain, 
In ſoothing murmurs to complain; 
My tongue ſome ſecret magic ties, 
My murmurs fink in broken {ighs ! 
| | . 

Condemn'd to nurſe eternal care, 

And ever drop the ſilent tear, 
Unheard I mourn, unknown I ſigh, 
Unfriended live, unpity'd die! 


Whether or not Narciſſa diſcovered my paſſion, I could 
not learn from her behaviour, which, though always be- 
nevolent to me, was henceforth more reſerved and leſs 

cheerful. While my thoughts aſpired to a ſphere ſo far 
above me, I had unwittingly made a conqueſt of the cook- 
wench and dairy-maid, who became ſo jealous of each 
other, that, if their ſentiments had been refined by edu- 
cation, it is probable one or other of them would have 
had recourſe to poiſon or ſteel, to be avenged of her rival; 
but, as their minds were happily adapted to their humble 
| Ration, their mutual enmity was confined to ſcolding and 
fiſty-cuffs, in which dance 4. they were both well ſkilled. 
My good fortune did not long remain a ſecret; for it was 


5 : diſcloſed by the frequent broils of theſe heroines, who = 


kept no decorum in their encounters. The coachman and 
gardener, who paid their devoirs to my admirers, each to 
his reſpective choice, alarmed at my ſucceſs, laid their 
heads together, in order to concert a plan of revenge; 
and the former having been educated at the academy at 
Tottenham Court, undertook to challenge me to ſingle 
combat. He accordingly, with many opprobrious invec- 
tives, bade me defiance, and offered to box me for twenty 
guineas. I told him, that, although I believed myſelf a a 
match for him, even at that work, I would not deſcend 
ſo far below the dignity of a gentleman as to fight like a2 
porter: but if he had any thing to ſay to me, I was his 
man at blunderbuſs, muſket, piſtol, ſword, hatchet, ſpit, 
cleaver, fork, or needle; nay, I ſwore, that, ſhould he 
give his tongue any more ſaucy liberties at my expence, I 
would crop his ears without any ceremony. This rodo- 
montade, delivered with a ſtern countenance and reſolute 
tone, had the deſired effect upon my antagoniſt, who, 
with ſome confuſion, ſneaked off, and gave his friend an 
account of his reception. The ſtory taking air among the 
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ſervants, procured for me the title of Gentleman John, 
with which I was ſometimes honoured, even by my miſtreſs 
and Narciſſa, who had been informed of the whole affair 
by the chamber-maid. In the mean time, the rival queens 
_ expreſſed their paſſion by all the ways in their power: the 
cook entertained me with choice bits, the dairy-maid with 
ſtroakings ; the firſt would often encourage me to diſco- 
ver myſelf by complimenting me upon my courage and 
learning, and obſerving, that if ſhe had a huſband like 
me, to maintain order, and keep accounts, ſhe could make 
2 great deal of money by ſetting up an eating-houſe at 
London, for gentlemens ſervants on board wages. The 
other courted my affection, by ſhowing her own import- 
ance, and telling me, that many a ſubſtantial farmer in 
the neighbourhood would be glad to marry her; but ſhe 
was reſolved to pleaſe her eye, if ſhe ſhould plague her 
heart. Then ſhe would launch out into the praiſe of my 
proper perſon, and ſay, ſhe was ſure I would make a good 
huſband, for I was very good-natured. I began to be un- 
_ eaſy at the importunities of theſe inamoratas, whom, at 
another time, perhaps, I might have pleaſed without the 
_ diſagreeable ſauce of matrimony ; but at preſent my whole 
ſoul was engroſſed by Narciſſa, and I could not bear the 
thoughts of doing any thing derogatory of the paſſion I en- 


Narciſſa being in danger from the brutality of Sir Timothy, is reſcued 
buy me, who revenge myſelf on my rival—l declare my paſſign, and re- 
treat to the ſea-fide—am ſurrounded by ſmugglers, and carried to 
Boulogne — find my uncle Lieutenant Bowling in great diſtreſs, and 
relie ve him our converſation. J)) 88 


Arc certain intervals, my ambition would revive; I would 
_ deſpiſe myſelf for my tame reſignation to my ſordid fate, 
and revolve an hundred ſchemes for aſſuming the cha- 


racter of a gentleman, to which I thought myſelf entitled 4 


by birth and education. In theſe fruitleſs ſuggeſtions | 
time ſtole away unperceived, and I had already remained 
eight months in the ſtation of a footman, when an accci- 
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dent happened that put an end to my ſervitude, and for 
the preſent baniſhed all hopes of ſucceeding in my love. 
LNarciſſa went one ay to viſit Miſs Thicket, who lived 
with her brother within leſs than a mile of our houſe, 
and was perſuaded to walk home in the cool of the even- 
ing, accompanied by Sir Timothy, who, having a good 
deal of the brute in him, was inſtigated to uſe ſome un- 
becoming familiarities with her, encouraged by the ſoli- 
tarineſs of a field through which they paſſed. The lovely 
creature was incenſed at his rude behaviour, for which 
ſhe reproached him in ſuch a manner, that he loſt all re- 
gard to decency, and actually offered violence to this 
pattern of innocence and beauty. But Heaven would not 
ſuffer ſo much goodneſs to be violated ; and ſent me, 

; who, paſling by accident near the place, was alarmed 
with her cries, to her ſuccour. What were the emotions 
of my ſoul when I beheld Narciſſa, almoſt ſinking beneath 
the brutal force of this ſatyr ! I flew like lightning to her 
reſcue, and he perceiving me, quitted his prey, and drew 
his hanger to chaſtiſe my preſumption. My indignation 
was too high to admit one thought of fear: ſo that, ruſh-. 
ing upon him, I ſtruck his weapon out of his hand, and 
uſed my cudgel ſo ſucceſsfully, that he fell to the ground, 
and lay, to all appearance, without ſenſe. Then I turned 
to Narciſſa, who had ſwooned, and fitting down by her, 

_ gently raiſed her head, and ſupported it on my bofom, 
while, with my hand around her waiſt, I kept her in that 
poſition. My foul was thrilled with tumultuous joy at 
feeling the object of my deareſt wiſhes within my arms; 
and while ſhe lay inſenſible, I could not refrain from ap- 
_ plying my cheek to hers, and raviſhing a kiſs. In a little 
time, the blood began to reviſit her face : the opened her | 
_ enchanting eyes, and having recollected her late fituation, e 
ſaid, with a look full of tender acknowledgment, * Dear 
John, I am eternally obliged to you!“ So ſaying, ſne 
made an effort to riſe, in which I aſſiſted her, and ſhe 
proceeded to the houſe, leaning upon me all the way. I 
was a thouſand times tempted by this opportunity to de- 
 elare my paſſion, but the dread of diſobliging her reſtrain- 
ed my tongue. We had not moved an hundred paces 
from the ſcene of her diſtreſs, when I perceived Sir Ti- 
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mothy riſe and walk home ward; a circumſtance, which, 
— 


254 THE ADVENTURES OF 


though it gave me ſome ſatisfaCtion, in as much as 1 
thereby knew I had not killed him, filled me with juſt 
apprehenſion of his reſentment, which I found myſelf in 
no condition to withſtand ; eſpecially when I conſidered 
his intimacy with our ſquire, to whom I knew he could 
_ Juſtify himſelf for what he had done, by imputing it to 
his love, and defiring his brother Bruin to take the ſame 
liberty with his ſiſter, without any fear of offence. When 
we arrived at the houſe, Narcifla aſſured me, ſhe would 
exert all her influence in protecting me from the revenge 
of Thicket, and likewife engage her aunt in my favour. 
At the ſame time, pulling out her purſe, offered it as a 
{mall conſideration for the ſervice I had done her. But 
TI ſtood too much upon the punctilios of love, to incur 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of being mercenary, and refuſed the 

preſent, by ſaying, I had merited nothing by barely doing 
my duty. She ſeemed aſtoniſhed at my difintereſtedneſs, 
and bluſhed : I felt the ſame ſuffuſion, and, with a down- 
caſt eye and broken accent, told her, I had one requeſt to 


make, which, if her generoſity would grant, I ſhould 


think myſelf fully recompenſed for an age of miſery. She 
changed colour at this preamble, and, with great con- 
fuſion, replied, ſhe hoped my good ſenſe would hinder 
me from aſking any thing ſhe was bound in honour to re- 
fuſe, and therefore bade me ſignify my defire. Upon 
which I kneeled, and begged to kiſs her hand. She im- 
mediately, with an averted look, ſtretched it out; I im- 
: printed on it an ardent kiſs, 1 bathing it with my tears, 
cried, „Dear Madam, I am an unfortunate gentleman, 
and love you to diſtraction; but would have died a 
thouſand deaths rather than make this declaration under 
ſuch a ſervile appearance, were I not determined to yield 
to the rigour of my fate, to fly from your bewitching 
preſence, and bury my preſumptuous pailion in eternal 
ſilence.“ With theſe words I roſe and went away, be- 


fore ſhe could recover her ſpirits fo far as to make any 


- reply. My firit care was to go and conſult Mrs. Sagely, 
With whom 1 had maintained a friendly correſpondence 


ever ſince I left her houſe. When ſhe underſtood my 


ſituation, the good woman, with real concern, condoled 
me on my unhappy fate, and approved of my refoluuon 
to leave the een as being neh well acquainted 
| 2 
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with the barbarous diſpoſition of my rival, “ who by this 
time (ſaid ſhe) has no doubt meditated a ſcheme of re- 
venge. Indeed I cannot fee how you will be able to 
elude his vengeance ; being himſelf in the commiſſion, 
he will immediately grant warrants for apprehending 
you; and as almoſt all the people in this county are de- 
pendent on him or his friend, it will be impoſſible for 
you to find ſhelter among them : If you ſhould be appre- 
hended, he will commit you to jail, where you may poſſi- 
bly languiſh in great miſery till the next aſſizes, and then 
be tranſported for aſſaulting a magiſtrate.” While ſhe 
thus warned me of my danger, we heard a knocking at 
the door, which threw us both into great conſternation, | 
as, in all probability, it was occaſioned by my purſuers: 
Whereupon this generous old lady, putting two guineas 
into my hand, with tears in her eyes, bade me, for God's 
ſake, get out at the back door, and conſult my ſafety as 
Providence ſhould direc: me. There was no time for 
_ deliberation. I followed her advice, and eſcaped by the 

benefit of a dark night to the ſea fide, where, while I ru- 
minated on my next excurſion, I was all of a ſudden fur- 


| rounded by armed men, who, having bound my hands 


and feet, bade me make no noiſe, on pain of being ſhot, 
and carried me on board of a veſſel, which I ſoon per- 
_ ceived to be a ſmuggling cutter. This diſcovery gave me 
ſome ſatisfaction at firſt, becauſe I concluded myſelf ſafe 
from the reſentment of Sir Timothy: But when I found 
myſelf in the hands of ruffians, who threatened to exe- 
cute me for a ſpy, I would have thought myſelf happily 
quit for a year's impriſonment, or even tranſportation. 
It was in vain for me to proteſt my innocence : I could 
not perſuade them that I had taken a ſolitary walk to 
their haunt, at ſuch an hour, merely for my own amuſe- 
ment; and I did not think it my intereſt to diſcloſe the 
true cauſe of my retreat, becauſe I was afraid they would 
have made their peace with juſtice, by ſurrendering me 
to the penalty of the law. What confirmed their ſuſpi- 
cion was, the appearance of a cuſtom-houſe yacht, which 


gave them chaſe, and had well nigh made a prize of the 
veſſel; when they, were delivered from their fears by a | 


thick fog, which effectually ſcreened them, and favoured 
their arrival at Boulogne. But before they got out of. 


256 THE ADVENTURES OF 


fight of their purſuer, they held a council of war about 
me; and ſome of the moſt ferocious among them would 
have thrown me overboard, as a traitor who had betrayed 
them to their enemies; but others, more conſiderate, 
alleged, that, if they put me to death, and ſhould after- 
wards be taken, they could expect no mercy from the 
Legiſlature, which would never pardon outlawry aggra- 
vated by murder. It was therefore determined by a 
plurality of votes, that I ſhould be ſet on ſhore in 
France, and left to find my paſſage back to England as 
I ſhould think proper, this being puniſhment ſufficient 
for the bare ſuſpicion of a crime in itſelf not capital. 
Although this favourable determination gave me great 
_ pleaſure, the apprehenfion of being robbed would not 
ſuffer me to be perfectly at eaſe. To prevent this cala- 
mity, as ſoon I was untied, in conſequence of the foreſaid 
_ deciſion, I tore a ſmall hole in one of my ſtockings, into 
which J dropped ſix guineas, referving half a piece and 
| ſome filver in my pocket, that, finding ſomething, they 
might not be tempted to make any further inquiry. This 
was a very neceſſary precaution; for when we came within 
ſight of the French ſhore, one of the ſmugglers told me, 
1 muſt pay for my pafſage. To this declaration I replied, 
that my paſſage was none of my own ſeeking ;z therefore 
they could not expect a reward from me for tranſporting 
me into a ſtrange country by force. + Damme! (faid the 
outlaw) none of your palaver ; but let me ſee what money 
you have got.“ 80 ſaying, he thruſt his hand into my 
pocket without any ceremony, and emptied it of the con- 
| tents: Then caſting an eye at my hat and wig, which 


captivated his fancy, he took them off, and clapping his 


own on my head, declared, that a fair exchange was no 
robbery. I was fain to put up with the bargain, which 

was by no means favourable to me; and a little while af- 
"der we went all on thore together. ou EEouEoEEn 
L, reſolved to take my leave of theſe defperadoes with- 
out much ceremony, when one of them cautioned me 
_ againſt appearing to their prejudice, if ever I returned to 
England, unleſs I had a mind to be murdered ; for which 
ſervice, he aſſured me, the gang never wanted agents. 
_ promiſed to obſerve his advice, and departed for the Up- 
per Town, where I inquired for a carbaret, or public- 
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houſe, into which I went, with an intention of taking | 


ſome refreſhment. In the kitchen, five Dutch ſailors ſat 


at breakfaſt, with a large loaf, a firkin of butter, and a 


cag of brandy, the bung of which they often applied to 
their mouths with great perſeverance and ſatisfaction. At 
ſome diſtance from them I perceived another perſon in 
the ſame garb, ſitting in a penſive ſolitary manner, enter- 
taining himſelf with a whiff of tobacco, from the ſtump 


of a pipe as black as jet. The appearance of diſtreſs ne- 
ver failed to attract my regard and compaſſion : I ap- 
proached this forlorn tar with a view to offer him my aſ- 
fftance ; and, notwithſtanding the alteration of dreſs, and 

_ diſguiſe of a long beard, I diſcovered in him my long ay 


and lamented uncle and benefactor, Lieutenant Bowtin 
Good Heaven ! what were the agitations of my ſoul, A 


tween the joy of finding again ſuch a valuable friend, and 
the ſorrow of ſeeing him in ſuch a low condition! The 
tears guſhed down my cheeks : I ſtood motionleſs and 
| filent for ſome time; at length, recovering the uſe of 
ſpeech, exclaimed, . Gracious God | Mr. Bowling!“ 
My uncle no Feder heard his name mentioned, than he 
ſtarted up, crying with ſome ſurpriſe,“ Holloa! P and 


after having looked at me ſtedfaſtly, without being able 


to recollect me, ſaid, Did you call me, brother?“ 1 


told him I had ſomething extraordinary to communicate, 


and defired him to give me the hearing for a few minutes 
in another room; but he would by no means conſent to 
this propoſal, ſaying, « Avaſt there, friend; none of 
your tricks upon travellers ; if you have any thing to ſay 


to me, do it above board; you need not be afraid of be- 


ing overheard ; here are none who underſtand our lingo.” 
Though I was loth to diſcover myſelf before company, 
I could no longer refrain from telling him I was his own 
nephew, Roderick Random. On this information, he 
conſidered me with great earneſtneſs and aſtoniſhment, 


and recalling my features, which, though enlarged, were 


not entirely altered ſince he had ſcen me, came up, and 


hook me by the hand very cordially, proteſting he was 

glad to fee me well. After fome pauſe, he went on thus : 
And yet, my lad, I am ſorry to ſee you under ſuch co- 
lours; the more ſo; as it is not in my power, at preſent, 


0 change chem for the better, t times being very hard with 
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me.” With theſe words, I could perceiye a tear trickle 


down his furrowed cheeks, which affected me ſo much, 


that I wept bitterly. Imagining my ſorrow was the effect 
of my own misfortunes, he comforted me, with obſerving, 


that life was a voyage in which we muſt expect to meet 
with all weathers; ſometimes it was calm, ſometimes 


rough; that a fair gale often ſucceeded a ſtorm ; that the 
wind did not always fit one way, and that deſpair ſigni- 
fied nothing; but that reſolution and ſkill were better 
than a ſtout veſſel; far why ? becauſe they require no 
bail he's and grow ſtronger the more labour they under- 
I dried up my tears, which I aſſured him were not 
ſhed for my own diſtreſs, but for his, and begged leave 
to accompany him into another room, where we could 


_ converſe more at our eaſe. There I recounted to him the 
ungenerous uſage I had met with from Potion ; at which 
relation he ſtarted up, ſtalked acroſs the room three or 


four times in a great hurry, and, graſping his cudgel, 
cried, © I would I were along-ſide of him— that's all—I 


5 would I were along: ſide of him !” I then gave him a de- 
tail of all my adventures and ſufferings, which affected 
him more than I could have imagined ; and concluded 

with telling him that Captain Oakum was ſtill alive, and 

that he might return to England when he would to ſolicit 


his affairs, without danger or moleſtation. He was won- 
derfully pleated with this piece of information, of which, 


| However, he ſaid he could not at preſent avail wakelf 
for want of money to pay for his paſſage to London. This. 


objection I ſoon removed, by putting five guineas into 
his hand, and telling him, I thought myſelf extremely 


happy in having an opportunity of manifeſting my grati- | 


tude to him in his neceſſity. But it was with the utmoſt 


difficulty I could prevail upon him to accept of two, which 
hae athrmed were more than ſufficient to defray the neceſ- 
ſary expence. After this friendly conteſt was over, he 


propoſed we ſhould have a meſs of ſomething : « For 


| (faid he) it has been bunyan-day with me a great while. 
Lou muſt know I was {ſhipwrecked five 10 ago, near 


a place called Liſieux, in company with thoſe Dutchmen 
who are now drinking below; and having but little money 


when I came aſhore, it was an ſpent, becauſe I let them 


Have: thare and ſhare while it laſted. How ſomever, 15 
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ſhould have remembered the old ſaying, Every hog his own 


apple : For when they found my hold unſtowed, they 
went all hands to ſhooling and begging, and becauſe I 


would not take a ſpell at the ſame duty, refuſed to give 


me the leaſt aſſiſtance; ſo that I have not broke bread 
theſe two days.” I was ſhocked at the extremity of his 


diſtreſs, and ordered ſome bread, cheeſe, and wine to be 


brought immediately, to allay his hunger, until a fricaſſee 


of chickens could be prepared. When he had recruited 


his ſpirits with this homely fare, I defired to know the 
_ particulars of his peregrination, ſince the accident at Cape 
Tiberoon; which were briefly theſe : The money he had 
about him being all ſpent at Port Louis, the civility and 
hoſpitality of the French cooled to ſuch a degree, that he 


was obliged to liſt on board of one of their king's thips as 


a common fore-maſt man, to prevent himſelf from ſtarv- 


ing on ſhore. In this ſituation he continued two years, 
during which time he had acquired fome knowledge of 


their language, and the reputation of a good ſeaman : 


The ſhip he belonged to was ordered home to France, 


where ſhe was laid up, as unfit for ſervice, and he was 


received on board of one of Monſieur D' Antin's ſquadron, 


in quality of quarter-maſter ; which office he performed 
in a voyage to the Weſt Indies, where they engaged with 


our ſhip, as before related; but his conſcience upbraiding 
him for ſerving the enemies of his country, he quitted 


the ſhip at the ſame place where he firit liited, and got 
to Curacoa in a Dutch veſſel; there he bargained with a 


_ ſkipper bound to Europe, to work for his paſſage to Hol- 


land, from whence he was in hopes of hearing from his 


= lende in England; but was caſt away, as he mentioned 


before, on the French coaſt, and muſt have been reduced 
to the neceſſity of travelling on foot to Holland, and beg- 


ging for his ſubſiſtence on the road, or of entering on 


board of another French man of war, at the hazard of be- 
ing treated as a deſerter, if providence had not ſent me 


to his ſuccour. And now, my lad (continued he), I 


think I ſhall ſteer my courſe directly to London, where 1 


do not doubt of being replaced, and of having the R ta- 


ken of me. by the Lords of the Admiralty, to whom I in- 


tend to write a petition, ſetting forth my caſe. If I ſucceed, 
} mall have wherewithal to give you ſome alliitance, "Sy 
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cauſe, when J left the ſhip, I had two years pay due to 
me : Therefore I defire to know whither you are bound ; 

and beſides, perhaps, I may have intereſt enough to pro- 
cure a warrant appointing you ſurgeon's mate of the ſhip 
to which I ſhall belong. For the beadle of the Admiralty 
is my good friend; and he and one of the under-clerks 
are {worn brothers, and that under-clerk has a good deal 


to ſay with one of the upper clerks, who is very well 
known to the under ſecretary, Who, upon his recom- 


mendation, I hope will recommend my affair to the firſt 


ſecretary z and he again will ſpeak to one of the lords in 
my behalf : So that you ſee I do not want friends to 
_ aſſiſt me on occaſion As for the fellow, Crampley, tho'f 
I know him not, I am ſure he is neither ſeaman, nor offi- 
cer, by what you have told me, or elſe he could never be 
ſo much miltaken in his reckoning, as to run the ſhip on 
| ſhore on the coaſt of Suſſex, before he believed himſelf in 
ſoundings; neither, when that accident happened, would 
he have left the ſhip until ſhe had been ſtove to pieces, 
; eſpecially when the tide was making; wherefore, by this 
time, I do ſuppoſe he has been tried by a court-martial, 
and executed for his cowardice and miſconduct.“ I could 


not help ſmiling at the deſcription of my uncle's ladder, 


by which he propoſed to climb to the attention of the 
Board of Admiralty ; ; and though I knew the world too 
well, to confide in fuch dependence myſelf, I would not 
: diſcourage him with doubts; but aſked if he had no 


friend in London, who would advance a ſmall ſum of 
money to enable him to appear as he ought, and make a 


| ſmall preſent to the under ſecretary, who might poſſibly 
deſpatch his buſineſs the ſooner on that account. He 


ſcratched his head, and, after ſome recollection, replied, 


« Why, yes, I believe Daniel Whipcord the ſhip-chandler 
in Wapping would not refuſe me ſuch a ſmall matter. 


I know I can have what credit I want, for lodging, 


| liquor, and clothes: but as to money, I won't be poſitive: 
Had honeſt Block been living, I ſhould not have been at 
a Joſs.” I was heartily ſorry to find a worthy man ſo 


deſtitute. of friends, when he had ſuch need of them; 


and looked upon my own ſituation as leſs miſerable than 
his, becauſe I was better acquainted with ty ſelfiſhneſs 
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and rozuery of mankind, conſequently leſs liable to 1 
pointment and impoſition, 


CHAPTER XLII. 


He takes his paſſage i ina cutter for Dine are accoſted by: a prieſt who 
proves to be a Scotchman—his profeſſion of friend{hip—he is affront- 


ed by the lieutenant, who afterwards appeaſes him by ſubmiſſion—my 


uncle embarks—T am introduced by a prieſt to a capuchin, in whoſe 
company I ſet out for Paris the character of my fellow traveller 
an adventure on the road-l am — at his behaviour. 


Win our repaſt was PERS we walked down to the 

Harbour, where we found a cutter that was to ſail for 
Deal in the evening, and Mr. Bowling agreed for his 
paſſage : In the mean time, we ſauntered about the town 
to ſatisfy our curioſity, our converſation turning on the 


: ſubject of my deſigns, which were not as yet fixed: Nei- 
ther can it be ſuppoſed that my mind was at eaſe, when 


1 found myſelf reduced almoſt to extreme poverty, in the 


midſt of foreigners, among whom J had not one acquaint- | 


ance to adviſe or befriend me. My uncle was ſenſible of 


my forlorn condition, and preſſed me to accompany him 


to England, where he did not doubt of finding ſome ſort 


of proviſion for me: But, beſides the other reaſons I had 


for avoiding that kingdom, I looked upon it, at this time, 


as the worſt country in the univerſe for a poor honeſt 
man to live in; and therefore determined to remain in 
France, at all events. I was confirmed in this reſolution, = 


by a reverend prieit, who paſſing by at this time, and 


overhearing us ſpeak Englith, accoſted us in the ſame 
language, telling us, he was our countryman, and wiſh- 


ing it might be in his power to do us any ſervice: We 
| thanked this grave perſon for his courteous offer, and in- 


vited him to drink a glaſs with us, which he did not 
think proper to refuſe, and we went altogether into a 


tavern of his recommending. After having drank to our 
healths in a bumper of good Burgundy, he began to in- 
quire into our ſituation, particularly the place of our na- 
_ tivity, which we no ſooner named, than he ſtarted up, 
and wringing our hands with great fervour, {hed a- flood 
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of tears, crying, J come from the ſame part of the 
country | perhaps you are my own relations.” I was on 
my guard againſt his careſſes, which I ſuſpected very 
much, when I remembered the adventure of the money- 


dropper ; ; but, without any appearance of diſfidence, ob- 


ſerved, that as he was born in that part of the country, 
he muſt certainly know our families, which (howſoever 


mean our preſent appearance might be) were none of the 


moſt obſcure or inconſiderable. Then I diſcovered our 


names, to which I found he was no ſtranger : He had 


known my grandfather perſonally ; and, notwithſtanding 


an abſence of fifty years from Scotland; recounted fo 
many particulars of the families in the neighbourhood, 


that my ſcruples were entirely removed, and I thought 


_ myſelf happy in his acquamtance. In the courſe of our 
converſation, I diſcloſed my condition without ys 
and diſplayed my talents to ſuch advantage, that the old 
father looked upon me with admiration, and aſſured me, 
that if I ſtaid in France, and liſtened to reaſon, I could 
not fail of making my fortune, to Which he would con- 

: tribute all in his power. | 


My uncle began to be jealous of the prieft's nfinua- | 


tion, and very abruptly declared, that, if ever I ſhould re- 
nounce my religion, he would break off all connexion 


and correſpondence with me; for it was his opinion, that 


no honeſt man would ſwerve from the principles in which 

he was bred, whether Turkiſh, Proteſtant, or Roman. 
The father, affronted at this declaration; with great vehe- 
mence, began a long diſcourſe, ſetting forth the danger 
of obſtinacy, and ſhutting one's eyes againſt the light: 
He faid, that ignorance would be no plea towards juſti- 
: fication, when we had opportunities of being better in- 
formed; and that, if the minds of people had not been 


open to conviction, the Chriſtian religion could not have 


been propagated in the world; and we ſhould now be in 
a ſtate of Pagan darkneſs and barbarity : He endeavoured 
to prove, by ſome texts of Scripture, and many quota- 
tions from the fathers, that the Pope was the ſucceſſor of 
St. Peter, and vicar of Jeſus Chriſt ; that the church of 
Rome was the true holy catholic church; and that the 
Proteſtant faith was an impious hereſy and damnable _ 
lchifm, by which many mien of ſouls would ſuffer | 
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everlaſting perdition. When he had finiſhed his ſermon, 
which I thought he pronounced with more zeal than diſ- 
cretion, he addrefſed himſelf to my uncle, and defired to 
know his objeCtions to what had been ſaid. The lieu- 
tenant, whoſe attention had been wholly engroſſed by his 
own affairs, took the pipe out of his mouth, and replied, 


« As for me, friend, d'ye ſee, I have no objection to 
what you ſay; it may be either true or falſe for what L 
know; I meddle with no body's affairs but my on; the 


gunner to his linſtock, and the ſteerſman to the helm, as 


the ſaying is. I truſt to no creed but the compaſs, and 


do unto every man as I would be done by; fo that I defy 
the Pope, the Devil, and the Pretender; and hope to be 


ſaved as well as another.” This affociation of perſons. 
gave great offence to the friar, who protelted, in a mighty 
paſſion, that, if Mr. Bowling had not been his country- 


man, he would have cauſed him to be impriſoned for his 


inſolence. I ventured to diſapprove of my uncle's raſh- 
neſs, and appeaſed the old gentleman, by aſſuring him, 


there was no offence intended by my kinſman, who, by 


this time, ſenſible of his error, ſhook the injured party by 
the hand, and aſked pardon for the freedom he had 
taken. Matters being amicably compromiſed, he invited 


us to come and ſee him in the afternoon at the convent 


to which he belonged, and took his leave for the preſent ; 
when my uncle recommended it ſtrongly to me to per- 
ſevere in the religion of my forefathers, whatever advan- 
tages I might propoſe to myſelf by a change, which could 
not fail of diſgracing myſelf, and diſhonouring my fa- 
mily. I aſſured him, no conſideration ſhould induce me 
to forfeit his friendſhip and good opinion on that ſcore ; 
at which aſſurance he diſcovered great ſatisfaction, and 5 
put me in mind of dinner, which we mmediately. ae 


ipoke, and, when it was ready, ate together. 
[ imagined my acquaintance with the Scottiſh Priel, 


if properly managed, might turn out to my advantage, 


and therefore reſolved to cultivate it as much as I could. 


With this view we viſited him at his convent, accordingr 


to his invitation, where he treated us with wine and 
lweatmeats, and ſhowed us every thing that was remark- 
able in the monaftery. Having been thus entertained, 
We e took « our leave, though not before [ had promiſed to 
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ſ:e him next day; and the time fixed for my uncle's em- 
| barking being come, I accompanied him to the harbour, 
and ſaw him on board. We parted not without tears, 
after we had embraced, and wiſhed one another all man- 
ner of proſperity ; and he entreated me to write to him 
often, directing to Lieutenant Bowling, at the ſign of the 
Union Flag, near the Hermitage, London. 

I returned to the houſe in which we had met, where 
I paſſed the night in a very ſolitary manner, reflecting on 
the ſeverity of my fate, and endeavouring to project ſome 
likely ſcheme of life for the future; but my invention 
failed me; I ſaw nothing but unſurmountable difficulties 
in my way, and was ready to deſpair at the miſerable 
proſpect ! That I might not, however, neglect any pro- 
bable means, 1 got up in the morning, and went directly 
to the father, whoſe advice and aſſiſtance I implorcd. 
He received me very kindly, and gave me to underſtand, 
that there was one way of life in which a perſon of my 
talents could not fail of making a great figure. I gueſſed | 
his 1 meaning, and told him once for all, I was fully de- 


termined againſt any alteration in point of religion, there- 


| fore, if his propoſal regarded the church, he might ſave 
| himſelf the trouble of explaining it. He ſhook his head, 
and ſigbed, ſaying, © Ah | ſon, ſon, what a glorious pro- 
ſpect is here ſpoiled, by your ſtubborn prejudice | Suffer 
ourſelf to be perſuaded by reaſon, and conſult your tem- 
poral welfare, as well as the concerns of your eternal 
toul. I can, by my intereſt, procure your admiſſion as a 
noviciate into this convent, where I will ſuperintend and 
direct. you with a truly paternal affeftion.” Then he 
launched out into the praiſes of a monaſtic life, which no 
noiſe diſturbs, no cares moleſt, and no danger. invades; | 
where the heart is weaned Ho carnal attachments, the 
groſſer appetites ſubdued and chaſtiſed, and the ſoul waſt- 
ed to divine regions of philoſophy and truth, on the wings 


of ſtudious contemplation. But his eloquence was loſt 


upon me, whom two conſiderations enabled to withſtand _ 
his temptations 3 namely, my promiſe to my uncle, and 
my averſion to an eccleſiaſtical life; for, as to the differ- 


ence of religion, L looked upon it as a thing of too ſmall mo- 


ment to come in competition with a man's fortune. Find- _ 
ing me immoveable on this head, he told me he was more 
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forry than offended at my non-compliance, and ſtill ready to 


employ his good offices in my behalf. *The ſame erro- 


neous maxims (ſaid he) that obſtruct your promotion ir 
the church, will infallibly prevent your advancement in 
the army; but if you can brook the condition of a ſer- 
vant, I am acquainted with ſome people of rank at Ver- 


ſailles, to whom I can give you letters of recommenda- 
tion, that you may be entertained by ſome one of them in 


quality of Maitre d' hotel; and I do not doubt that your qua- 


lifications will ſoon entitle you to a better proviſion.” I 


embraced his offer with great eagerneſs; and he appoint- 


ed me to come back in the afternoon, when he would not 


only give me letters, but likewiſe introduce me to a ca- 
puchin of his acquaintance, who intended to ſet out for 


Paris next morning, in whoſe company I might travel, 
without being at the expence of one livre during the whole 


journey. This piece of good news gave me infinite plea- 
fure; I acknowledged my obligation to the benevolent fa- 


ther, in the moſt grateful expreſſions ; ; and he performed 
his promiſe to a tittle, in delivering the letters, and mak- 
ing me acquainted with the capuchin, with whom [ de- 


—— 


5 parted next morning by break of day. 


It was not long before I diſcovered my fellow-traveller | 
to be a merry facetious fellow, who, notwith{tanding his 
| profeſſion and appearance of mortification, loved good 
eating and drinking better than his roſary, and paid more 
adoration to a pretty girl than to the Virgin Mary, or St. 

Genevive. He was a thick brawny young man, with red 
eye-brows, a hook-nole, a face covered with freckles z and 


his name was Frere Balthazar. His order did not permit 
him to wear linen, ſo that, having little occaſion to un- 


_ dreſs himſelf, he was none of the cleanlieſt animals in the 


world; and his conſtitution was naturally ſo ſtrongly 


ſcented, that I always thought it convenient to keep to 


the windward of him in our march. As he was perfect- 


ly well known on the road, we fared. ſumptuouſſy with- 
out any coſt, and the fatigue of our journey was much 
alleviated by the good humour of my companion, who 
| ſung an infinite number of catches on the ſubjects of love 
and wine. We took up our lodging the firſt night at a 
peaſant's houſe not far from Abbeville, where we were 


entertained with a an excelent ragout, cooked bye our land- 
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lord's daughters, one of whom was very handſome. After 
having eaten heartily, and drank a ſufficient quantity of 
ſmall wine, we were conducted to a barn, where we found 
a couple of carpets ſpread upon clean ſtraw for our recep- 


tion. We had not lain in this ſituation above half an 


hour, when we heard ſomebody knock ſoftly at the door, 


upon which Balthazar got up, and let in our hoſt's two 


daughters, who wanted to have ſome private converſation 


with him in the dark; when they had whiſpered together 


ſome time, the capuchin came to me, and aſked if I was 
inſenſible to love, and ſo hard hearted as to refuſe a ſhare 


of my bed to a pretty maid, who had a zendre for me? 1 
mult own, to my ſhame, that] ſuffered myſelf to be over- 


come by my paſſion, and with great eagerneſs ſeized the 
occaſion, when I underſtood that the amiable Nanette 


was to be my bed-fellow. In vain did my reaſon ſuggeſt 


the reſpect that I owed to my dear miſtreſs Narciſſa; the 


idea of that lovely charmer rather increaſed than allayed 
the ferment of my ſpirits ; and the young paiſanne had no 
_ reaſon to complain of my remembrance. Early in the 
morning, the kind creatures left us to our repoſe, which 
laſted till eight o'clock, when we got up, and were treat- 
ed at breakfaſt with chocolate and Peau de vie, by our pa- 
ramours, of whom we took a tender leave, after my com- 
panion had confeſſed and given them abſolution. While 
we proceeded on our journey, the converſation turned 
upon the night's adventure, being introduced by the ca- 


puchin, who aſked me how I liked my lodging: I declar- 
ed my ſatisfaction, and talked in rapture of the agreeable 


Nanette; at which he ſhook his head, and ſmiling, ſaid, 
the was a morceau pour la bonne hence. - $] never” valued 5 
myſelf (continued he) upon any thing fo much as the con- 


queſt of Nanette; and, vanity apart, I have been pretty 


. fortunate in my amours.” This information ſhocked me 
not a little, as I was well convinced of his intimacy with 
her ſiſter; and though I did not care to tax him with 
downright inceſt, I profeſſed my aſtoniſhment at his laſt 
night's choice, when, I ſuppoſed, the other was at his 
devotion. To this hint, he anſwered, that, beſides his 


natural complaiſance to the ſex, he had another reaſon to 


diſtribute his favours equally between them, namely, to 


preſerve 0 in the family, which could not other wil. 
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be maintained ; that, moreover, Nanette had conceived 
an affection for me, and he loved her too well to baulk 
her inclination ; more eſpecially when he had an oppor- 
tunity of obliging his friend at the ſame time. I thanked 
him for this inſtance of his friendſhip, though I was ex- 
tremely diſguſted at his want of delicacy, and curſed the 
occaſion that threw me in his way. Libertine as I was, 
J could not bear to ſee a man behave ſo wide of the cha- 
racter he aſſumed : I looked upon him as a perſon of very 
little worth or honeſty, and ſhould have even kept a wary 

eye upon my pocket, if I had thought he could have any 
temptation to ſteal. But I could not conceive the uſe of 
money to a capuchin, who is obliged, by the rules of his 
_ order, to appear like a beggar, and enjoys all other ne- 
ceſſaries of life gratis; befides, my fellow-traveller ſeem- 
ed to be of a complexion too careleſs and ſanguine to give 
me any apprehenſion on that ſcore ; ſo that I proceeded 
with great confidence, in expectation of being ſoon at my 
| Jn 8 end. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


We b at a houſe near Amiens, hos I am robbed by the capnchi n, 
who eſcapes while I am aſleep—l go to Noyons in ſcarch of him, but 
without ſucceſs—make my condition known to ſeveral people, but find 
no relief—grow deſperate—join a company of ſoldicrs—enliſt in the 

regiment of Picardy—we are ordered into Germany—l find the fatigues 
of the march almoſt intolerable—quarrel with my comrade in a diſpute | 

about . e me to the field, wounds and difarms 1 me. 


, 1 third night TS our hens" we e paſſed: at a Eaſe | 
near Amiens, where Balthazar being unknown, we ſup- 


| ped upon indifferent fare, and ſour wine, and were fain 


to lie in a garret, upon an old matraſs, which, I believe, 

had been in the poſſeſſion of ten thouſand myriads of fleas, 

time out of mind. We did not invade their territory with 

impunity: In leſs than a minute we vere attacked by ſtings 

innumerable; in ſpite of which, however, we fell fait 

_ aſleep, being exceſſively fatigued with our day's march, 
and did not wake till nine Ot morning, when ſeeing : 

myſelf alone, I ſtarted up in a terrible fright, and examin- 
ing my pockets, found my preſaging ſear too true! My 
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companion had made free with my caſh, and left me to 
ſeek my way to Paris by myſelf | I ran down ſtairs imme- 


diately; and, with a look full of grief and amazement, 
inquired for the mendicant, who, they gave me to under- 
ſtand, had ſet out four hours before, after having told 


them, I was a little indiſpoſed, and deſired I might not 


be diſturbed, but be informed when I ſhould wake that 
he had taken the road to Noyons, where he would wait 
for my coming at the Coq d'Or. I ſpoke not a word, but 


with a heavy heart directed my courſe to that place, at 
which I arrived in the afternoon, fainting with wearineſs 


and hunger; but learned, to my utter confuſron, that no 
ſuch perſon had been there | It was happy for me that 1 


had a good deal of reſentment in my conſtitution, which 


animated me on ſuch occaſions againſt the villany of man- 
kind, and enabled me to bear misfortunes otherwiſe into- 
lerable. Boiling with indignation, I diſcovered to the 
hoſt my deplorable condition, and inveighed with great 
| bitterneſs againſt the treachery of Balthazar ; ; at which he 
ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and, with a peculiar grimace in 


his CQuntenance, ſaid, he was ſorry for my misfortune ; 


but there was no remedy like patience. At that inſtant _ 


ſome gueſts arrived, to whom he haſtened to offer his ſer- 


vice, leaving me mortified at his indifference, and fully 


perſuaded that an innkeeper is the ſame ſordid animal all 
the world over. While I ſtood in the porch, forlorn and 


undetermined, venting ejaculations of curſes againſt the : 
thief who robbed me, and the old prieſt who recommended 
him to my friendſhip, a young gentleman richly dreſſed, 


attended by a valet de chambre and two ſervants in livery, 
arrived at the inn. I thought I perceived a great deal of 


ſweetneſs and good nature in his countenance; therefore 


he had no ſooner alighted than I accoſted kim: And, in a 
ſew words, explained my ſituation: He liſtened with great 
politeneſs, and, when I had made an end of my ſtory, ſaid, 


« Well, Monſieur, what would you have me to do?“ 1 
was elfectually abaſhed at this interrogation, which I be- 
lieved no man of common ſenſe or generoſity could make, 


and made no other reply than a low bow: He returned 


the compliment ſtill lower, and tript into an apartment, 
_ while the landlord let me know, that my ſtanding there to 
8 1 85 company gave offence, and might do him infinite 
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prejudice. He had no occaſion to repeat his inſinuation; 
I moved from the place immediately; and was ſo much 
tranſported with grief, anger, and diſdain, that a torrent 
of blood guſhed from my noſtrils. In this ecſtaſy, I quit- 
ted Noyons, and betook myſelf to the fields, where I wan- 
dered about like one diſtracted, till my ſpirits were quite 
_ exhauſted, and I was obliged to throw myſelf down at the 
root of a tree, to reſt my wearied limbs. Here my rage 
forſook me; I began to feel the importunate cravings of 
nature, and relapſed into filent ſorrow, and melancholy 
reflection. I revolved all the crimes I had been guilty of, 
and found them ſo few and venial, that I could not com- 
a prehend the juſtice of that Providenee. which, after hav- 
ing expoſed me to ſo much wretchedneſs and danger, left 
me a prey to famine at laſt in a foreign country, where I 
had not one friend or acquaintance to cloſe my eyes, and 
do the laſt offices of humanity to my miſerable carcaſs. 
A thouſand times I wiſhed myſelf a bear, that I might 
retreat to woods and deſerts, far from the hoſpitable haunts 
of man, where I could live by my own talents, independ- 
ent of treacherous friends, and ſupercilious ſcorn. 
As I lay in this manner groaning over my hapleſs fate, 
heard the ſound of a violin, and railing my head, per- 
ceived a company of men and women dancing on the 
_ graſs at ſome diſtance from me. I looked upon this to be 
_ a favourable ſeaſon for diſtreſs to attract compaſſion, when 
_ every ſelfiſh thought is baniſhed, and the heart dilated 
with mirth and focial joy; wherefore ! got up and ap- 
proached thoſe happy people, whom I ſoon diſcovered to 
be a party of ſoldiers, with their wives and children, un- 
_ bending and diverting themſelves at this rate, after the 
fatigue of a march. I had never before ſeen ſuch a parcel 
of ſcare-crows together, neither could I reconcile their 
_ meagre gaunt looks, their ſqualid and ragged attire, and 
every other external ſymptom of extreme woe, with this 
appearance of feſtivity. I ſaluted them, however, and 
was received with great politeneſs ; after which they form- 
ed a ring, and danced around me. This jollity had a 
wonderful effect upon my ſpirits! I was infected with 
their paiety, and, in ſpite of my diſmal ſituation, forgot 
my cares, and joined in their extravagance. When we 
had recreate 4 ourſelves a good while at this diverſion, the 
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ladies ſpread their manteaus on the ground, upon which 


they emptied their knapſacks of ſome onions, coarſe bread, 


and a few flaſks of poor wine: Being invited to a ſhare of 
the banquet, I ſat down with the reſt, and in the whole 


_ courſe of my life never made a more comfortable meal. 


When our repaſt was ended, we got up again to dance; 
and now that I found myſelf refreſhed, I behaved to the 
admiration of every body: I was loaded with a thouſand 


compliments, and profeſſions of friendſhip ; the men com- 


mended my perſon and agility, and the women were loud 


in praiſe of my bonne grace; the ſerjeant in particular ex- 


preſſed fo much regard for me, and deſcribed the pleaſures 


of a ſoldier's life with ſo much art, that I began to liſten 
to his propoſal of enliſting me in the ſervice; and the 
more I conſidered my own condition, the more I was con- 


vinced of the neceſlity I was under to come to a ſpeedy 


determination. Having therefore maturely weighed the 
circumſtances pro and con, I ſignified my conſent, and was 


admitted into the regiment of Picardy, ſaid to be the oldeſt - 


corps in Europe. The company to which this command 


belonged was quartered at a village not far off, whither 


we marched next day, and I was preſented to my captain, 
| who ſeemed very well pleaſed with my appearance, gave 
me a crown to drink, and ordered me to be accommodated 
with clothes, arms, and accoutrements. Then I ſold my 


livery ſuit, purchaſed linen, and, as I was at great pains to 


learn the exerciſe, in a 1 ſhort time became a ee | 
_ ſoldier. | 


It was not long defer: we a 1 to join ſeveral 


more regiments, and march with all expedition into Ger- 
many, in order to reinforce Mareſchal Duc de Noailles, 
who was then encamped with his army on the fide of the 
river Mayne, to watch the motions of the Engliſh, Hano- _ 
verians, Auſtrians, and Heſſians, under the command of 
the Earl of Stair. We began our march accordingly, and 
then I became acquainted with that part of a ſoldier's life 
to which I had been hitherto a ſtranger. It is impoſſible 


to deſcribe the hunger and thirſt I ſuſtained, and the fa- 


tigue I underwent in a march of ſo many hundred miles; 
during which, I was ſo much chafed with the heat and 
motion of my limbs, that in a very ſhort time the inſide 


of my thighs and legs were deprived of ein, and I pro- 
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ceeded in the utmoſt torture. This misfortune I owed to 


the plumpneſs of my conſtitution, which I curſed, and 
envied the withered condition of my comrades, whoſe 
bodies could not ſpare juice enough to ſupply a common 
iſſue, and were indeed proof againſt all manner of friction. 
The continual pain I felt made me fretful, and my peeviſh- 
neſs was increaſed by the mortification of my pride in 
ſeeing thoſe miſerable wretches, whom a hard gale of 
wind would have ſcattered through the air like chaff, bear 
| thoſe toils with alacrity, under which I was ready to fink. 


One day while we enjoyed a halt, and the ſoldiers with 


their wives had gone out to dance, according to cuſtom, 


my comrade ſtaid at home with me on pretence of friend- 
ip, and inſulted me with his pity and conſolation ! He 


told me, though I was young and tender at preſent, L 
would ſoon be ſeaſoned to the ſervice; and he did not 


doubt but I ſhould have the honour to contribute in 


ſome meaſure to the glory of the king. © Have cou- 
rage, therefore, my child (ſaid he), and pray to the good 
God, that you may be as happy as I am, who have had 
the hovour of ſerving Lewis the Great, and of receiving = 
many wounds in helping to eſtabliſh his glory.” When 


looked upon the contemptible object that pronounced 


theſe words, I was amazed at the infatuation that poſſeſ- 
| ſed him; and could not help expreſſing my aſtoniſhment 
at the abſurdity of a rational being, who thinks himſelf 
highly honoured in being permitted to encounter abject 
poverty, oppreſſion, famine, diſeaſe, mutilation, and evi- 


dent death, merely to gratify the vitious ambition of a 
prince, by whom his ſufferings were diſregarded, and his 
name utterly unknown. I obſerved, that, if his ſituation 
Vas the conſequence. of compulſion, I would praiſe his 


_ patience and fortitude in bearing his lot; if he had taken 
up arms in defence of his injured country, he was to be 
applauded for his patriotiſm ; or, if he had fled to this 

way of life as a refuge from a greater evil, he was juſtifi- 


able in his own conſcience (though I could have no no- 


tion of miſery more extreme than that he ſuffered) ; but 
to put his condition on the footing of conducing to the 


glory of his prince, was no more than profeſſing himſelf 
a deſperate ſlave, who voluntarily underwent the utmolt 


wretchednefs and * and committed the moſt flagrant | 
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crimes, to ſoothe the barbarous pride of a fellow-creature, 
his ſuperior in nothing but the power he derived from the 
ſubmiſhon of ſuch wretches as him. The ſoldier was 
very much affronted at the liberty I took with his king, 
which he ſaid nothing but my Ignorance could excuſe: 
He aſhrmed, that the characters of princes were ſacred, 
and ought not to be profaned by the cenſure of their ſub- 
jects, who were bound by their allegiance to obey their 
commands, of what nature ſoever, without ſcruple or re- 
pining; and adviſed me to correct the rebellious principles 
1 had imbibed among the Engliſh, who, for their inſo— 
lence to their kings, were notorious all over the world, 
even to a proverb. 1 
In vindication of my countrymen, I ww all the ar- 
guments commonly uſed to prove that every man has a 
natural right to liberty; that allegiance and protection are 
reciprocal ; that, when the mutual tie is broken by the 
tyranny of the king, he is accountable to the people for 
his breach of contract, and ſubject to the penalty of the 
law; and that thoſe inſurrections of the Engliſh, which 
are branded with the name of rebellion by the ſlaves of 
arbitrary power, were no other than glorious efforts to 
reſcue that independence which was their birthright, from 
the ravenous claws of uſurping ambition. The French- 
man, provoked at the little deference I paid to the kingly | 
name, loſt all patience, and reproached me in ſuch a 
manner, that my temper forſook me, and I clenched my 
_ fiſt, with an intention to give him a hearty box on the 
ear. Perceiving my deſign, he ſtarted back, and demand- 
ed a parley; upon which I checked my indignation, and 
he gave me to underſtand that a Frenchman never forgave 
a blow; therefore, if I was not weary of my life, I would 
do well to ſpare him that mortification, and do him the 
honour of meaſuring my ſword with his, like a gentle- 
man. I took his advice, and followed him to a field 
hard by, where indeed I was aſhamed at the pitiful figure 
of wy antagoniſt, who was a poor, little, ſhivering crea- 
ture, decrepit with age, and blind of one eye. But I 
ſoon found the folly of judging from appearances, being 
at the ſecond paſs wounded in the ſword hand, and im- 
mediately diſarmed with ſuch a jerk, that I thought he 
joint was diſlocated. JI; was no lets confounded than en- 
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taged at this event, eſpecially as my adverſary did not 
bear his ſucceſs with all the moderation that might have 


been expected; for he inſiſted upon my aſking pardon 
for affronting his king and him. This propoſal I would 
by no means comply with, but told him it was a mean 
condeſcenſion, which no gentleman in his circumſtances 
ought to propoſe, nor any in my fituation ought to per- 
form; and that, if he perſiſted in his ungenerous demand, 


I would in my turn claim ſatisfaction with my muſket, 


when we ſhould be more upon a par than with the (word, 
| of which he ſeemed ſo much maſter. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


In order to be nd; I learn the ſcience of defence—We Join the ; 


Mareſchal Duc de Noailles—are engaged with the allies at Dettingen, 


and put to flight—the behaviour of the French ſoldiers on that occa- 
fion—l induftriouſly ſeek another combat with the old Gaſcon, and 
vanquiſh him in my turn—our regiment is put into winter-quarters at 


Rheims, where 1 find my friend Strap—our recognition—he ſupplies 
me with money, and procures my diſcharge—we take a trip to Paris; 


from whence, by the way of ee we ſet e out for London, where 
we 1 arrive. | : 


Hz was diſconcerted at Pane to Which he 
made no reply, but repaired to the dancers, among whom 
| he recounted his victory, with many exaggerations and 


gaſconades; while I, taking up my ſword, went to my 


quarters, and examining my wound, which I found was 

of no conſequence. The ſame day, an Iriſh drummer, 
having heard of my misfortune, viſited me, and, after 

having condoled me on the chance of war, gave me to 


. underſtand, that he was maſter of the ſword, and would, 
in a very ſhort time, inſtruct me ſo thoroughly | in that 


noble ſcience, that I ſhould be able to chaſtiſe the old 
|  Gaſcon for his inſolent boaſting at my expence. This 
friendly office he proffered, on pretence of the regard he 
had for his countrymen ; but I afterwards learned, the 
true motive was no other than a jealouſy he entertained 


of a correſpondence between the Frenchman and his wife, 
which he did not think proper to reſent in perſon. Be 


0 As it will, accepted his oy: and practiſed his- lel- 
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* 


ſons with ſuch application, that I ſoon believed myſelf 4 
match for my conqueror. In the mean time, we conti- 
nued our march, and arrived at the camp of Mareſchal 


| Noailles, the night before the battle of Dettengen. Not- 


withſtanding the fatigue we had undergone, our regiment 
was one of thoſe that were ordered next day to croſs the 
river, under the command of the Dac de Gramont, to 
take poſſeſſion of a narrow defile, through which the Al- 
lies muſt of neceſſity have paſſed at a great diſadvantage, 
or remain where they were, and periſh for want of pro- 


_ viſion, if they would not condeſcend to ſurrender at diſ- 
cretion. How they ſuffered themſelves to be pent up in 
this manner, it is not my province to relate; I ſhall only 
_ obſerve, that, when we had tak#n poſſeſlion of our ground, 
I heard an old officer, in converſation with another, 
: expreſs. a ſurpriſe at the conduct of Lord Stair, who had 
the reputation of a good general. But it ſeems, at this 
time, that nobleman was over-ruled, and only acted in 
an inferior character; fo that no part of the blame could 
be imputed to him, who declared his diſapprobation of 
the ſtep, in conſequence of which the whole army was in 


the utmoſt danger; but Providence or Deſtiny acted mi- 


racles in their behalf, by diſpoſing the Duc de Gramont 
to quit his advantageous poſt, pals the defile, and attack 
the Engliſh, who were drawn up in order of battle on 
the plain, and who handled us ſo roughly, that, after 
having loſt a great number of men, we turned our backs 
without ceremony, and fled with ſuch precipitation, that 
many hundreds periſhed in the river, through pure fear and 
confuſion; for the enemy was ſo generous, that they did 
not purſue us one inch of ground; and if our conſternation 
would have permitted, we might have retreated with great 
order and deliberation. But, notwithſtanding the royal 
clemency of the king of Great Britain, who headed the 


Allies in perſon, and, no doubt, put a ſtop to the carnage, 
our loſs amounted to $000 men, among whom were many 


_ officers of diſtinction. Our miſcarriage opened a paſſage 


for the foe to Hanau, whither they immediately marched, : 


leaving their ſick and wounded to the care of the French, 


who next day took poſſeſſion of the field of battle, buried 


the dead, and treated the living with humanity. 'This 


circumſtance was a great conſolation to us, who thence 
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took occaſion to claim the victory ; and the genius of the 


French nation never appeared more conſpicuous than now, 
in the rodomontades they uttered on the ſubject of their 
generoſity and courage : Every man (by his own account) 
performed feats that eclipſed all the heroes of antiquity. 
One compared himſelf to a lion retiring at leiſure from 


his cowardly purſuers, who keep at a wary diſtance, and 


gall him with their darts. Another likened himſelf to a 
bear that retreats with his face to the enemy, who dare 


not aſſail him; and the third aſſumed the character of a 
deſperate ſtag, that turns upon the hounds, and keeps 


them at bay. There was not a private ſoldier engaged, 
who had not, by the proweſs of his ſingle arm, demoliſh- 


ed a whole platoon, or put a ſquadron of horſe to flight; 


and, among others, the meagre Gaſcon extolled his ex- 


ploits above thoſe of Hercules or Charlemagne. As I ſtill 


_ retained my refentment for the diſgrace I ſuffered in my 


luaſt rencontre with him, and, now that I thought myſelf - 
qualified, longed for an opportunity to. retrieve my 
| honour, I magnified the valour of the Englith with all 
the hyperboles I could imagine, and decried the puſil- 
lanimity of the French in the ſame ſtyle, comparing 
them to hares flying before greyhounds, or mice pur- 


ſued by cats; and paſſed an ironical compliment on the 


ſpeed he exerted in his flight, which, conſidering his 
age and infirmities, I ſaid was ſurpriſing. He was 


ſtung to the quick by this ſarcaſm, and, with an air of 


threatening diſdain, bade me know myſelf better, and re- 
member the correction I had lately received from him for 


my inſolence; for he might not always be in the humour 
of ſparing a wretch who abuſed his goodneſs. To this 
inuendo ] made no reply, but a kick in the breech, which 


overturned him in an inſtant. He ſtarted up with won- 
derful agility, and, drawing his ſword, attacked me with _ 
great fury : Several people interpoſed ; but when he in- 
ee them of its being an affair of honour, they retir- 
ed, and left us to decide the battle by ourſelves. I ſuſ- 
| tained his onſet with little damage, having only received 
a ſmall ſcratch on my right ſhoulder, and ſeeing his breath 
and vigour almoſt exhauſted, aſſaulted him in my turn, 
_ Cloſed with him, and wreſted his ſword out of his hand 
in the ſtruggle. Having thus acquired the victory, I de- 
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fired him to beg his life; to which demand he made ne 
anſwer, but ſhrugged up his ſhoulders to his ears, ex- 
panded his hands, elevated the ſkin on his forehead and 
eye-brows, and depreſſed the corners of his mouth in ſuch 


a manner, that I could ſcarce refrain from laughing aloud 


at his groteſque appearance. That I might, however, 
mortify his wang; which triumphed without bounds over 


my misfortune, I thruſt his ſword up to the hilt in ſome- 
thing (it was not a tanſy) that lay ſmoking on the plain i 


and joined the reſt of the ſoldiers with an air of tranqu 


f ney and indifference. 


There was nothing more of moment e by either 
of the armies during the remaining part of the campaign, 
which being ended, the Engliſh marched back to the 
Netherlands; part of our army was detached to French 
Flanders, and our regiment ordered into winter-quarters 


in Champagne. It was the fate of the grenadier com- 

| pany, to which I now belonged, to lie at Rheims, where 

1 found myſelf in the utmoſt want of every thing; my 

pay, which amounted to five ſols a day, far from ſupply- 
ing me with neceſſaries, being ſcarce ſufficient to procure 
a wretched ſubſiſtence, to keep ſoul and body together; 

ſo that I was, by hunger and hard duty, brought down 

to the meagre condition of my fellow-ſoldiers, and my 

linen reduced from three tolerable ſhirts, to two pair of 

| fleeves and necks, the bodies having been long ago con- 


verted into ſpatterdaſhes ; and after all, I was better pro- 


vided than any private man in the regiment. In this ur- 
gency of my affairs, I wrote to my uncle in England, 
though my hopes from that quarter were not at all ſan- 

guine, for the reaſons I have already explained; and, mn. 


the mean time, had recourſe to my old remedy, patience, 


conſoling myſelf with the flattering ſuggeſtions of a lively 


imagination, that never abandoned me in my diſtreſe. 
One day, while I ſtood centinel at the gate of a gene- 


_ ral officer, a certain nobleman came to the door, follow- 
ed by a gentleman in mourning, to whom, at parting, I _ 
heard him faying, “ You may depend upon my good of- _ 
fices. 


L 


This aſſurance was anſwered by a low bow of the 
perſon 1 in black, who, turning to go away, diſcovered to 


mie the RY EW countenance of my old friend and ad- 
herent Strap. L was fo much aſtoniſhed at : the vght, that 
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1 loſt the power of utterance, and befsre I could recollect 

myſelf, he was gone without taking any notice of me. 
indeed, had he ſtaid, I ſcarcely ſhould have ventured to 
accolt him; becauſe, though I was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the features of his face, I could not be po- 
ſitively certain as to the reſt of his perſon, which was 


very much altered for the better ſince he left me at Lon- 
don ; neither could 1 perceive by what means he was en- 


abled to appear in the ſphere of a gentleman, to which, 


while I knew him, he had not even the ambition to aſpire. 
But I was too much concerned in the affair to neglect _ 
further information, and therefore took the firſt opportu- 
nity of aſking the porter if he knew the gentleman to 
whom the marquis ſpoke. The Swiſs told me, his name 


was Monſieur d'Eſtrapes; that he had been valet de 
chambre to an Engliſh gentleman lately deceaſed ; and 
that he was very much regarded by the marquis for his 
fidelity to his maſter, between whom and that nobleman 


a very intimate friendſhip had ſubſiſted. Nothing could 
be more agreeable to me than this piece of intelligence, 
which baniſhed all doubt of its being my friend, who had 
found means to frenchify his name as well as his behavi- 
our ſince we parted. As ſoon, therefore, as I was re- 
lieved, I went to his lodging, according to a direction 
oiven me by the Swiſs, and had the good fortune to find 
bim at home. That I might ſurpriſe him the more, I con- 
cealed my name and buſineſs, and only deſired the ſer- 
vant of the houſe to tell Monſieur d'Eſtrapes, that I beg- 
ged the honour of half an hour's converſation with him. 
He was confounded and diſmayed at the meſſage, when 
he underſtood it was fent by a ſoldier : Though he was 
conſcious to himſelf of no crime, all that he had heard of 
the Baſtile appeared to his imagination with aggravated 
5 horror, and it was not before I had waited a conſiderable 
time, that he had reſolution enough to bid the ſervant 
ſhow me up ſtairs. When I entered his chamber, he re- 
turned my bow with great civility, and endeavoured, with 
forced complaiſance, to diſguiſe his fear, which appeared ; 
in the paleneſs of his face, the wildneſs of his looks, and 
the ſhaking of his limbs. I was diverted at his conſter- 


nation, which redoubled, when I told him in French, I 


s had buſineſs for his private ear, and demanded a particu- 
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lar audience. The valet being withdrawn, I aſked | in the 
ſame language, if his name was d'Eſtrapes ? to which he 
anſwered, with a faultering tongue, The ſame, at your 
ſervice.” © Are you a Frenchman ?” (ſaid I). * I have 
not the honour of being Frenchman born (replied he), but 
J have an infinite veneration for the country.” I then 
deſired he would do me the honour to look at me; which 
he no ſooner did, than, ſtruck with my appearance, he 
ſtarted back, and cried. in Engliſh, « Q Jeſus! ſure it 
can't! No, 'tis impoſſible !? I ſmiled at his interjections, 
ſaying, “I ſuppoſe you are too much of a gentleman to 
own your friend in adverſity.” When he heard me pro- 
nounce theſe words in our own 1 language, he leaped upon 
me in a tranſport of joy, hung about my neck, kiſſed me 
from ear to ear, and blubbered like a great ſchool-bo 
Who had been Whipt. Then obſerving my dreſs, he ſet 
up his throat crying, O Lord! O Lord! that ever I 
ſhould live to ſee my deareſt friend reduced to the condi- 
tion of a foot ſoldier in the French ſervice ! Why did you 
conſent to my leaving you ?—But I know the reaſon 
you thought you had got more creditable friends, and 
grew aſhamed of my acquaintance.—Ah ! Lord help us! 
though I was a little ſhort-ſighted, I was not altogether 
blind: And though I did not complain, I was not the 
| leſs ſenſible of your unkindneſs, which was indeed the 


only thing that induced me to ramble abroad, the Lord 


knows whither; but I muſt own it has been a lucky ram- 
ble for me, and ſo 1 torgive you, and may God forgive 
vou; O Lord ! O Lord! is it come to this?“ I was net- 
tled at the charge, which, though juſt, I could not help 
thinking unſeaſonable, and told Jim with ſome tartneſs, 
that, whether his ſuſpicions were well or ill grounded, 
he might have choſen a more convenient opportunity of in- 
| troducing them; and that the queſtion now was, whether 
or no he found himſelf diſpoſed to lend me any aſſiſtance. 
« Diſpoſed |! (replied he with great emotion), I thought 
ou had known me ſo well, as to aſſure yourſelf, without 
aſking, that I and all that belongs to me are at your com- 
mand. In the mean time, you ſhall dine with me, and 
I Will tell you ſomething that, perhaps, will not be diſ- 
pleaſing unto you.“ Then wringing my hand, he ſaid, 
3 Tt makes my heart blecd to lee you in that oarb | 1 
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thanked him for his invitation, which, I obſerved, could 
not be unwelcome to a perſon who had not eaten a com- 
fortable meal theſe ſeven months: But I had another re- 
queſt to make, which I begged he would grant before 
dinner, and that was the loan of a ſhirt; for although 
my back had been many weeks a ſtranger to any comfort 
of that kind, my ſkin was not yet familiarized to the want 
0 in He ſtared i in my face, with a woful countenance, 
at this declaration, which he could ſcarce believe, until 
I explained it, by unbuttoning my coat, and diſcloſing 
my naked body; a circumſtance that ſhocked the tender- 
| hearted Strap, who, with tears in his eyes, ran to a cheſt 
of drawers, and, taking out ſome linen, prefented to 
me a very fine ruffled holland ſhirt, and cambric neck- 
cloth, aſſuring me, he had three dozen of the ſame kind 
at my ſervice. I was raviſhed at this piece of good news, 
and having accommodated myſelf in a moment, hugged 
my benefactor for his generous offer, ſaying, I was over- 
joyed to find him undebauched by proſperity, which ſel- 
dom fails to corrupt the heart. He beſpoke for dinner 
ſome ſoup and bouille, a couple of pullets roaſted, and a 
_ diſh of aſparagus, and in the interim entertained me with 
biſcuit and Burgundy ; after which repaſt, he entreated 
me to gratify his longing deſire of knowing every circum- 
ſtance of my fortune ſince his departure from London. 
This requeſt I complied with, beginning at the adventure 
of Gawky, and relating every particular event in which. I 
had been concerned from that day to the preſent hour. 
During the recital, my friend was ſtrongly affected, ac- 


cording to the various ſituations deſcribed : He ſtarted 515 


with ſurpriſe, glowed with indignation, gaped with cu- 
rioſity, ſmiled with pleaſure, trembled with fear, and 
wept with ſorrow, as the viciſſitudes of my life inſpired 
theſe different paſſions; and, when my ſtory was ended, 
ſignified his amazement on the whole, by lifting up his 5 
eyes, and hands, and proteſting, that though I was a 


young man, I had ſuffered more than all the bleſſed 7 
martyrs. 


After FREY x deſired: in my PRA to know he par- — 


ticulars of his peregrination, and he ſatisfied me in a few 
Words, by giving me to underſtand that he had lived a 
year at Paris with his maſter, who in that time Harwg 
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acquired the language, as well as the faſhionable exer- 


ciſes, to perfection, made a tour of France and Holland, 

during which excurſion he was ſo unfortunate as to meet 
with three of his own countrymen on their travels, in 
whoſe company he committed ſuch exceſſes, that his con- 


ſtitution failed, and he fell into a conſumption; that, by 


the advice of phyſicians, he went to Montpellier for the 
benefit of good air, and recovered fo well in fix weeks, 


that he returned to Rheims, ſeemingly in good health, 
where he had not continued above a month, when he was 


ſeized with a looſeneſs, that carried hinkwf i in ten days, 


to the unſpeakable ſorrow of all who knew him, and e- 


ſpecially of Strap, who had been very happy in his ſervice, 
and given ſuch ſatisfaction, that his maſter, on his death- 
bed, recommended him to ſeveral perſons of diſtinction, 
for his diligence, ſobriety, and affeCtion, and left him by 


will his wearing apparel, gold watch, ſword, rings, ready 
money, and all the moveables he had in France, to the 
value of three hundred pounds, © which I now (ſaid he), 
in the fight of God and man, ſurrender to your abſolute 


diſpoſal : Here are my keys, take them, I beſeech you, 
and God give you joy of the poſſeſſion.” My brain was 
almoſt turned by the ſudden change of fortune, which 1 
could ſcarce e as real; however, I poſitively refuſed 
this extravagant proffer of my friend, and put him in 


mind of my being a ſoldier; at Which hint he ſtarted, 
crying, © Odfo ! that's true -e muſt procure your dil. 8 
charge. I have ſome intereſt with a nobleman who is 


able to do me that favour.” We conſulted about this 


affair, and it was determined, that Monſieur d'Eſtrapes 
ſhould wait upon the marquis in the morning, and tell 
him he had by accident found his brother, whom he had 


not ſeen for many years before, a private ſoldier in the 


regiment of Picardy, and implore that nobleman's intereſt 
for his diſcharge. In the mean time we emer our- 
ſelves over a bottle of good Burgundy, and ſpent the 
cvening in concerting ſchemes for our future conduct, in 
caſe I ſhould be fo lucky as to get rid of the army. The 


buſineſs was to make ourſelves eaſy for life, by means of 
his legacy, a taſk very difficult, and, in the uſual methods 
of laying out money, altogether impraQticable ; ; ſo that, 
att ter much canyaſling, we could come to no reſolution that 
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night, but when we parted, recommended the matter to 
the ſerious attention of each other. As for my own part, 
I puzzled my imagination to no purpoſe : When I thought 
of turning merchant, the ſmallneſs of our ſtock, and the 
riſk of ſeas, enemies, and markets, deterred me from that 
ſcheme : If I ſhonld ſettle as a ſurgeon in my own coun- 
try, I would find the buſineſs already overſtocked; or, if 
I pretended to ſet up in England, mult labour under 
want of friends, and powerful oppoſition, obſtacles un- 
ſurmountable by the moſt ſhining merit: Neither ſhould 
I ſucceed in my endeavours to rite in the ſtate, inaſmuch 
as I could neither flatter nor pimp for courtiers, nor pro- 
ſtitute my pen in defence of a wicked and contemptible 
adminiſtration. Before I could form any feaſible project, 
1 fell aſleep, and my fancy was bleſſed with the image of 
the dear Narciſſa, who ſeemed to ſmile upon my 888 
and offer her hand as a reward for all my toils. 
Early in the morning, I went to the lodgings of my 
friend, whom I found exulting over his happy invention; 
for I no ſooner entered his apartment, then he addreſſed. 
himſelf to me in theſe words, with a ſmile of ſelf- ap- 
© plauſe : „Well, Mr. Random, a lucky thought may come 
into a fool's head ſometimes. I have hit it I'll hold you 
a button my plan is better than yours, for all your learn- 
ing. But you ſhall have the preference in this, as in al! 
: nh things; therefore proceed, and let us know the 
effects of your meditation—and then I will impart my 
own ſimple excogitations.“ ? I told him, that not one 
thought had occurred to me that deſerved the leaſt no- 
| tice, and ſignified my impatience to be acquainted with 
the fruits of his reflection.“ As we have not (ſaid he) 
money ſufficient to maintain us during a tedious expec- 
tation, it is my opinion, that a bold puſh muſt be made; 
and I ſee none ſo likely to ſucceed as your appearing in 


the character of a gentleman (which is your due), and 


making your addrefles to ſome lady of fortune who can 
render you independent at once. Nay, don't ſtare—1 
_ affirm that this ſcheme is both prudent and honourable ; 
for I would not have you throw yourſelf away upon an 
old toothleſs wheezing dame, whoſe breath would ſtink 
you into a conſumption in leſs than three months ; nei- 
| ther would I adviſe you to aſſume the character of a 
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wealthy ſquire, as your common fortune hunters do, by 
which means many a poor lady 13 cheated into matri- 
mony, and, inſtead of enjoying the pomp and grandeur 
that was promiſed, fees her dowry ſeized by her huſ- 
band's rapacious creditors, and herſelf reduced to miſer 

and deſpair. No, I know you have a ſoul that diſdains 
{uch impoſition 3 and are matter of qualifications both of 
mind and body, which alone entitle you to a match that 


will ſet you above the world. I have clothes in my poſ- 


ſeſhon that a duke need not be aſhamed to wear. I be- 


lieve they will fit you as they are; if not, there are plenty 
of tailors in France. Let us take a ſhort trip to Paris, 


and provide ourſelves with all other neceſſaries, then ſet 


out for England, where I intend to do myſelf the honour 
of attending you in quality of a valet. This expedient 
will fave you the expence of a ſervant, ſhaving and dreſ- 


fins; and I doubt not but, by the bleſſing of God, we 


ſhall bring matters to a ſpeedy and fortunate iſſue.” | Ex- 


travagant as this propoſal was, I liſtened to it with plea- 
ſure, becauſe it flattered my vanity, and indulged a ridi- 


culous hope I began to entertain of ian N arciſſa with 


a mutual flame. 


After breakfaſt, Monkieur d'Eſtrapes went to pay ki 


| devoirs to the marquis, and was ſo ſucceſsful in his ap- 
plication, that I obtained a diſcharge in a few days; up- 


on which we ſet out for Paris. Here I had time to re- 


flect and congratulate myſelf upon this ſudden tranſition 
of tate, which to bear with moderation required ſome 


degree of philoſophy and ſelf-denial. This truth will 


be more obvious, if J give a detail of the particulars, to | 
the quiet poſſeſſion of which I was raiſed in an inſtant, 
from the moſt abject miſery and contempt. My ward- 


robe conſiſted of five faſhionable coats full mounted, 


two of which were plain, one of cut velvet, one trim- 
med with gold, and another with filver lace ; two frocks, 
one of white drab with large plate buttons, the other of 


blue with gold binding; one waiſtcoat of gold brocade, 
one of blue ſatin embroidered with ſilver, ope of green ſilk 


trimmed with broad figured gold lace, one of black filk 
with fringes, one of white ſatin, one of black cloth, and 
one of ſcarlet; ſix pair of cloth breeches, one pair of crim- 
fon, and another of black velvet; twelve Pair of white ilk 
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ſtockings, as many of black ſilk, and the ſame number of 


fine cotton; one hat laced with gold point d' Eſpagne, 
another with ſilver lace ſcolloped, a third with gold bind- 
ing, and a fourth plain; three dozen of fine ruffled ſhirts, 


as many neckcloths ; one dozen of cambric handkerchiefs, 


and the like number of ſilk. The other moveables which 
[ poſſeſſed, by the generolity and friendſhip of Strap, were 
a gold watch with a chaſed caſe, two valuable diamond 
rings, two mourning ſwords, one with a ſilver handle, and 
a fourth cut ſteel inlaid with gold, a diamond ſtock- buckle, 


and a ſet of ſtone buckles for the knees and ſhoes a pair 
of ſilver mounted piſtols with rich houſings ; a gold-headed 
cane, and a ſnuff-box of tortoiſeſhell mounted with gold, 
having the picture of a lady in the top. The gentleman 
left many other things of value, which my friend had con- 


verted into cath before I met with him; ſo that, over and 


above theſe particulars, our ſtock in ready money amounted 


to ſomething more than two hundred pounds. 


Thus equipped, I put on the gentleman of figure, and. : 
attended by my honeſt friend, who was contented with | 
the ſtation of my valet, viſited the Louvre, examined the 
gallery of Luxembourg, and appeared at Verſailles, where 


J had the honour of ſeeing his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty eat 


a conſiderable quantity of olives. During the month I 
ſpent at Paris, I went ſeveral times to court, the Italian 
comedy, opera, and play-houſe, danced at a maſquerade, 
and, in ſhort, ſaw every thing remarkable in and about 
that capital. Then we let out for England by the way of 
Flanders, paſſed through Bruſſels, Ghent, and Bruges, and 
took ſhipping at Oſtend, from whence in fourteen hours 
we arrived at Deal, hired a poſt-chaiſe, and in twelve 


hours more got Gale to London, having diſpoſed of our 
beary — in the * wagon: 
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CHAPTER XLV. 


T ivquire for my uncle, and underſtand he is gone to ſea— take lodgings 
at Charing-croſs—go to the play, where I meet with an adventure 
dine at an ordinary; the gueſts deſcribed become acquainted with 
Medlar and Doctor * 


As ſoon as we alighted at the inn, I deſpatched "ER to 
inquire for my uncle, at the Union Flag in Wapping 
and he returned in a little time, with an account of Mr. 
| Bowling's having gone to ſea, mate of a merchant-ſhip, 
after a long and unſucceſsful application and attendance 
at the admiralty; ; where, it ſeems, the intereſt he depended 
npon was not ſuſſicient to reinſtate him, or recover the 
Pay that was due to him when he quitted the Thunder. 
Next day I hired very handſome lodgings not far from 
Charing-croſs; and, in the evening, dreſſed myſelf in a 
plain ſuit of true Paris cut, and appeared in a front box 
at the play, where I ſaw a good deal of company, and was 
vain enough to believe, that I was obſerved with an un- 


common degree of attention and applauſe. This filly | 


conceit intoxicated me ſo much, that I was guilty of a 
thouſand ridiculous coquetries z and. 1 dare fay, how fa- 
vourable ſoever the thoughts of the company might be at 
my firſt appearance, they were ſoon changed, by my abſurd 
behaviour, into pity or contempt. I roſe and fat down, 
covered and uncovered my head twenty times between the 
ts; pulled out my watch, clapped it to my ear, wound 
it up, ſet it, gave it the hearing again; diſplayed my ſnuff- 
box, affected to take fnuff, that 1 might have an opportu- 


nity of ſhowing my brilliant, and wiped my noſe with a _ 


perfumed handkerchief; then dangled my cane, and ad- 
juſted my ſword knot, and acted many more fooleries of 
the ſame kind, in hopes of obtaining the character of a 
pretty fellow, in the acquiring of which I found two con- 
| iderable obſtructions in my diſpoſition, namely, a natural 
reſerve, and jealous ſenſibility. Fain would I have entered 
into converſation with the people around me; but I was 
reſtrained by the fear of being cenſured for my afſurance, 
as well as by reflecting that I was more entitled to a com- 
pliment of this kind from them, than they to ſuch con- 
deſcenſion from a ſtranger like me. How often did 1 
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redden at the frequent whiſpers and loud laughter of my 


fellow beaus, which I imagined were excited by me! and 


how often did I envy the happy indifference of thoſe choice 


ſpirits, who beheld the diſtreſs of the ſcene, without diſ- 


covering the leaſt ſymptom of approbation or concern |} 
My attention was engaged in ſpite of myſelf, and I could 


not help weeping with the heroine of the {tage ; though 1 
practiſed a great many ſhifts to conceal this piece of un- 


polite weakneſs. When the play was ended, I ſat waiting 
or an opportunity of handing ſome lady to her coach ; but 
every one was attended by ſuch a number of officious gal- 
lants, that for a long time I was baulked in my expeCta- 
tion. At length, however, I perceived a very handſome 
ereature, genteelly dreſſed, ſitting by herſelf in a box, at 
ſome diſtance from me; upon which I went up to her, 


and offered my ſervice. She ſeemed to be in ſome con- 
| fuſion, thanked me for my complaiſance, and with a tender 


look declined giving me the trouble; looking at her watch, 


and teſtifying her ſurpriſe at the negligence of her foot- 
man, whom ſhe had ordered to have a chair ready for her 
at that hour. I repeated my entreaty with all the elo- 
- quence and compliment I was malter of; and, in the event, 
the was prevailed upon to accept of a propoſal J made, to 


ſend my ſervant for a chair or coach: Accordingly, Strap 
was detached for that purpoſe, and returned without ſuc- 


ceſs : By this time the play-houſe was quite empty, and 
we were obliged to retire. As I led her through the paſ- 
| ſage, I obſerved five or fix young fellows of faſhion, ſtand- . 


ing in a corner, one of whom, as I thought, tipt m. 
charmer the wink, and when we were paſt, I heard them 
ſet up a loud laugh. This note arouſed my attention, and 


1 was reſolved to be fully ſatisfied of this lady's character, 

| before I ſhould have any nearer connection with her. As 

no convenience appeared, I propoſed to conduct her to a 
' tavern, where we might ſtay a few minutes, till my ſer- _ 
vant could fetch a coach from the Strand. She ſeemet 
particularly ſhy of truſting herſelf in a tavern with a 
itranger; but at laſt yielded to my pathetic remonſtrances, 
rather than endanger her health, by remaining in a cold 


_ damp thorough-fare. Having thus far ſucceeded, I beg- 
ged to know what wine ſhe would be pleaſed to drink a 


glass of; but ſhe 9 the greateſt averhon to all ſorts 
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of ſtrong liquors ; and it was with much difficulty that ] 
could perſuade her to eat a jelly. In the mean time, I 
endeavoured to alleviate the uneaſineſs ſhe diſcovered, by 
ſaying all the agreeable things I could think of ; at which 
ſhe would often ſigh, and regard me with a languiſhing 
look, that ſeemed however too near akin to the lewd leer 
of a courtezan. This diſcovery, added to my former ſuſ- 
picion, while it put me upon my guard againit her arts, 


diveſted me of reſerve, and enabled me to entertain her 


with gaiety and freedom. In the courſe of our converſa- 


tion, I preſſed her to allow me the honour of waiting upon 
her next day at her lodgings ; a requeſt which ſhe, with 
many apologies, refuſed, leſt it ſhould give umbrage to 


Sir John, who was of a diſpoſition apt to be fretted with 


trifles. This information, by which I was to underſtand. 


that her huſband was a knight, did not check my addreſſes, 


which became more and more importunate, and I was 


even hardy enough to raviſh a kiſs. But, O Heavens! 
inſtead of banqueting on the ambroſial flavour that her 
delicacy of complexion promiſed, I was almolt ſuffocated 


with the {teams of Geneva! An exhalation of this kind, 
from a mouth which had juſt before declared an utter ab 
| horrence of all ſpirituous liquors, not only changed my 
doubts into certainty, but my raptures into loathing ; and 
it would have been impoſſible for me to have preſerved 
common complaiſance five minutes longer, when my 
' ſervant returned with the coach. I took the advantage 
of this occaſion, and preſented my hand to the lady, who 
put in practice againſt me the whole artillery of her 
. charms, ogling, languiſhing ſigling, and ſqueezing, with 
ſo little reſerve, that Strap perceived her tendernels, and 
rubbed his hands with joy as he followed us to the door; 
but I was proof againſt all her endearments, and handed 
her into the coach with an intention to take my Jeave 
immediately. She gueſſed my deſign, and invited me to 
her houſe, whiſpering, that now Sir John was gone to 
bed, the could have the pleaſure of my converſation for 
. half an hour without ! interruption. I told her, there was 


no mortification I would not undergo, rather than en- 


. danger the repoſe of her ladyſhip; and bidding the coach- 
man drive on, wiſhed her a goodnight. She loſt all tem- 
e my indifference, and ſtopping the coach at the di- 
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ſtance of about twenty yards from me, popped out her 


head, and bawled with the lungs of a filh-woman, * Damn 
you, you dog, won't you pay for the coach-hire ?? As I 
made no anſwer, ſhe held forth againſt me with an elo- 
quence peculiar to herfelf ; calling me pitiful fellow, 
{coundrel, and an hundred fach appellations; concluding 
with an oath, that, tor all my appcarance, the believed I 
had got no money in my pocket. 

Having thus vented he indignation, ſhe ordered the 
coachman to proceed, and I returned to the tavern, where 
I beſpoke ſomethin; for ſupper, very well pleaſed at the 
iſſuc of this adventure. I diſpenſed with the attendance 


of the waiter at table, on pretence that my own ſervant 
was preſent, and when we were alone, ſaid to Strap, 


Well, Monſieur d'Eſtrapes, what do you think of this 
lady?“ My friend, who had not opened his mouth ſince 
| her departure, could make no other reply than the mono- 
ſyllable * Thing!“ which he pronounced with a note of 


fear and aftoniſhnent. Surpriſed at this emphaſis, I ſur- 
veyed my valet, and perceiving a wildnels in his looks, 
alked if he had ſeen his grandfather's gholt ! “ Ghoſt! 
(ſaid he) I am ſure I have ſeen a devil incarnate | Who 
would have thought that fo much deviliſh malice and Bil- 
lingſgate could lurk under ſuch ſweetneſs of countenance 


and modeſty of behaviour? Ah! God help us! Tronti 


nulla fides—nimium ne crede colori but we gh to down. 
on our knees, and bleſs God for delivering us from the 
jaws of that painted ſepulchte.“ I was pretty much of 
Strap's opinion, and though I did not believe, myſelf in 
any danger from the allurements of that ſiſterhood, I de- 
termined to act with great circunſpeCtion for the future, | 

and ſhun all commerce of that kind, as equally prejudt- 


cial to my purſe and conſtitution. 


My next care was to introduce myſelf into a ſet of good 
acquaintance; for which purpoſe 1 frequented. a certain 
coffeehouſe, noted for the reſort of good company, 
Fnzlith as well as foreigners, where my appearance pro- 
- duced all the civilities and advances I could deſire. As 
there was an ordinary in the ſame houſe, I went up ſtairs 
to dinner with the other gueſts, and found myſelf at a 


table with thirteen pe :ople, the greateſt part of whom 
were better dreſſe 0 than myſelf. 5 he converſation, which 
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was moſtly carried on in French, turned chiefly on poli- 
tics; and I ſoon found the whole company was in the 
French intereſt, myſelf excepted, and a teſty old gentle- 
man, who conrad ed every thing that was advanced in 
favour of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, with a ſurlineſs truly 
Engliſh. But this truſty patriot, who had never been 
out of his own country, and drew all his maxims and no- 
tions from prejudice and hearſay, was very unequal to 
his antagoniſts, who were ſuperior to him in learning 
and experience, and often took the liberty of travellers, 
in aſſerting things which were not ſtrictly true, becauſe 
they thought themſelves in no danger of being detected 
by him. The claim of the Queen of Spain to the Auſtrian 
dominions in Italy was fully explained and vindicated by 
a perſon who ſat oppoſite to me, and, by the ſolemnity 
of his manner, and the richneſs of his apparel, ſeemed to 
be a foreign ambaſſador. 'This diflertation produced ano- 
ther on the Pragmatic Sanction, handled with great 
warmth by a young gentleman at my right hand, dreſſed 
in a green frock trimmed with gold, who jultified he 
French king for his breach of that contract, and affirmed 
that he could not have obſerved it, without injuring his 
own glory. Although I was not at all convinced by this 
gentleman's arguments, I could not help admiring his vi- 
vacity, which I imagined muſt be the effect of his illuſ- 
trious birth and noble education, and accordingly rated 


him in my conjecture as a young prince on his travels. 


The diſcourſe was afterwards ſhifted by an old gentleman 
of a very martial appearance, to the laſt campaign, when 
the battle of Dettengen was fought over again, with ſo 
many circumſtances to the honour of the French, and diſ- 
advantage of the Allies, that I began to entertain ſome 
doubts of my having been there in perſon, and took the 
liberty to mention ſome objections to what he advanced. 
This freedom introduced a diſpute, which laſted a good 
while, to the mortification of all preſent z and was at laſt 
referred to the determination of a grave perſon, whom 
they ſtyled Doctor, and who, under a ſhow of great mo- 
_. deration, decided it againſt me, with ſo little regard to 
truth, that I taxed him with partiality in pretty ſevere 
terms, to the no ſmall entertainment of the true Engliſh 
politician, who rejoiced at wy defence of a cauſe he had 
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ſo often eſpouſed without ſucceſs. My opponent, pleaſed 
with the victory he had gained, affected a great deal of 


candour, and told me, he ſhould not have been fo poſitive, 


if he had not been at great pains to inform himſelf of 
each particular. Indeed (ſaid he), I am convinced that, 


the previous ſteps conſidered, things could not happen 
otherwiſe z for we generals, who have ſeen ſervice, though 


we may not be on the ſpot ourſelves, know by the leaſt 
ſketch of the diſpoſition what muſt be the event.” He 


then cenſured, with great freedom, every circumſtance 


of the conduct of thoſe who commanded the Allies; from 


thence made a tranſition to the mimiſtry, which he ho- 
noured with many inveCtives, for employing people who 
had neither experience nor capacity, to the prejudice of 
old officers who had been diſtinguiſhed for both; dropped 


many hints of his own importance; and concluded with 


obſerving, that the French and Spaniards knew better how _ 
to value generals of merit; the good effects of which are 


ſeen in the conqueſts they gain, and the admirable diſ- 
cipline of their troops, which are at the ſame time better 
_ clothed and paid than any ſoldiers in the univerſe. Theſe 
_ remarks furniſhed the green knight with an opportunity 


of launching out in the praiſe of the French government 


in general, civil as well as military; on which occaſion 


he made many odious compariſons to the difadvantage of 
the Englith. Every body, almoſt, aſſented to the obſer- 
vations he made; and the doctor gave his ſanction, by 
ſaying, the people in France were undoubtedly the hap- 
Dieſt ſubjects in the world. I was ſo much aſtoniſhed 


and confounded at their infatuation and effrontery, that I 


had not power to utter one word in oppoſition to their al- 
ſertions; but my moroſe affociate could not put up with 
the indignity that was offered to Old England, and there- 
fore, with a ſatirical grin, addreſſed himſelf to the gene- 


ral in theſe words: © Sir, Sir, I have often heard it ſaid, 


| She's a willanous bird that befouls her own neſt. As for 


what thoſe people who are foreigners ſay, I det mind 


it, they know no better; but you, who were bred and 
born, and have got your bread under the Englith govern- 
ment, ſhould have more regard to gratitude, as well as 


truth, in cenſuring your native country. If the miniitry 
have thought fit to lay you aſide, I ſuppo 
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own reaſons for ſo doing; and you ought to remember 
that you ſtill live on the bounty of this nation. As for 


theſe gentlemen (meaning the prince and ambaſſador), 
who make ſo free with our conſtitution, laws, and genius 


of our people, I think they might ſhow a little more re- 
ſpe for their benefactors, who, I muſt own, are to 
blame in harbouring, protecting, and encouraging ſuch 
ungrateful vagrants as they are.“ At theſe words the 


chevalier in green ſtarted up in a great paſſion, and, lay- 


ing his hand on the hilt of his hanger, exclaimed, « Ha, 


_foutre ] The Engliſhman, on the other hand, graſping 
his cane, cried, © Don't foutre me, ſirrah, or, by G—d, 
III knock you down.” The company interpoſed, —the 
Frenchman ſat down again, and his antagoniſt proceeded 


—* Lookee, Monſieur, you know very well, that, had 


you dared to ſpeak fo freely of the adminiſtration of your 
own country in Paris, as you have done of ours in Lon- 
don, you would have been ſent to the Baſtile without ce- 
remony, where you might have rotted in a dungeon, and 
never ſeen the light of the ſun again. Now, Sir, take 
my word for it, although our conſtitution ſcreens us from 
ſuch oppreſſion, we want not laws to chaſtiſe the authors 
of ſeditious diſcourſe; and if I hear another ſyllable out 
of your mouth, in contempt or prejudice of this kingdom, 
I will give you a convincing proof of what I advance, and 
have you laid by the heels for your preſumption.” This 
declaration had an effect on the company as ſudden as 
ſurpriſing. The young prince became ſupple as a ſpaniel; 
the ambaſſador trembled ; the general ſat filent and abaſh- 


ed; and the doctor, who, it ſeems, had felt the rod of 


power, grew pale as death, and aſſured us all, that he 
had no intention to affront any perſon or people. Your 
principles, doctor, (reſumed the old gentleman), are no 
H1ecret—lI have nothing to ſay to you upon that head; but 
am very much ſurpriſed, that a man, who deſpiſes us ſo 
much, ſhould, notwithſtanding, live among us, when he 
has no viſible motive for ſo doing Why don't you take 
up your habitation in your beloved France, where you 
may rail at England without cenſure ? To this remon- 
ſtrance the doctor thought proper to make no reply; and 
an unſocial filence enſued; which I perceiving, took no- 
tice, that it was pity ſuch idle diſputes, maintained vers 
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often through whim or diverſion, ſhould create any miſ- 


underſtanding among gentlemen of good ſenſe ; and pro- 


poſed to drink down all animoſity in another bottle. 'This 
motion was applauded by the whole company : 'The wine 
was brought, and the Engliſh Champion, declaring he 


| had no ſpleen againſt any man for differing in opinion 
from him, any more than for difference of complexion, 
_ drank to the good health of all preſent ; the compliment 
was returned, and the converſation once more became un- 
reſerved, though more general than before. Among other 
topics, the ſubject of war was introduced, on which the 
general declaimed with great eloquence, recounting many 
of his own exploits by way of illuſtration. In the courle 
of his harangue, he happened to mention the word epaule- 
ment; upon which the teſty gentleman aſked the meaning 


of that term. © Pl! tell you what an epaulement is (re- 


plied he)—I never ſaw an epaulement but once—and that 

was at the ſiege of Namur—in a council of war, Monſieur 
Cohorn, the famous engineer, affirmed that the place 
could not be taken.” © Yes (ſaid the prince of Vaude- 
mont), it may be taken by an epaulement.” This was 


immediately put in execution, and in twenty-four hours 


Mareſchal Boufflers was fain to capitulate.” Here he 
made a full ſtop; and the old gentleman repeated the 
queſtion, © But pray what is an epaulement ?” To this 
| interrogation the officer made no reply, but rung the bell, 
and called for a bill, which being brought, he threw down 
his proportion of the reckoning, and, telling the company 
he would ſhow them an epaulement when his majeſty 
ſhould think fit to intruſt him with the command of our 
army abroad, ſtrutted away with great dignity. I could 
not imagine why he was ſo ſhy of explaining one of the 
mioſt ſimple terms of fortification z which I torthwith de- 
ſcribed as a ſide-work compoſed of earth, gabions, or 
faſcines: but I was very much ſurpriſed when 1 after- 
wards underſtood that his reſerve proceeded from his ig- 


norance. Having paid our bill, we adjourned to the 


 coffeeroom, where my fellow-labourer inſiſted on treat- 
ing me with a diſh, giving me to underſtand at the ſame 


time, that I had acquired his good opinion, both with re- 


| ſpe to my principles and underitanding. I thanked him 
for his compliment, and, profeſſing myſelf an utter ſtranger 
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in this part of the world, begged he would have the good» 
neſs to inform me of the quality and characters of the 
people who dined above. This requeſt was a real favour 
to one of his diſpoſition, which was no leſs communica- 
tive than curious: he therefore complied with great ſatis- 
faction, and told me, to my extreme aſtoniſhment, that 
the ſuppoſed young prince was a dancer at one of the 
theatres, and the ambaſſador no other than a fidler be- 
longing to the opera. The doctor (ſaid he) is a Roman 
Catholic prieſt, who ſometimes appears in the character 
of an officer, and aſſumes the name of Captain; but more 
generally, takes the garb, title, and behaviour of a phy- 
fician, in which capacity he wheedles himſelf into the 
confidence of weak-minded people, and, by arguments 
no leſs ſpecious than falſe, converts them from their re- 

| ligion and allegiance. He has been in the hands of juſ- 
tice more than once for ſuch practices; but he is a fly 
dog, and manages matters with ſo much craft, that hi- 
| therto he has eſcaped for a ſhort impriſonment.—As for 
the general, you may fee he has owed his promotion 
more to his intereſt than his capacity; and, now that the 
eyes of the miniſtry are opened, his friends dead, or be- 
come inconſiderable, he is ſtruck off the liſt, and obliged 
to put up with a yearly penſion : In conſequence of this 
reduction, he is become malcontent, and inveighs againſt 
the government, in all companies, with ſo little diſcre- 
tion, that I am ſurpriſed at the lenity of the adminiſtra- 
tion in overlooking his inſolence; but the truth of the 


matter is, he owes his ſafety to his weakneſs and want of 
importance. He has ſeen a little, and but a little ſervice ; 


and yet, if you would take his word for it, there has not 
been a great aCtion performed in the field fince the Revo- 
Jution, in which he was not principally concerned. When 
a4 ſtory is told of any great general, he immediately matches 
it with one of himſelf, though he is often unhappy in his 
invention, and commits ſuch groſs blunders in the detail, 
that every body is in pain for him. Cæſar, Pompey, and i 
Alexander the Great, are continually in his mouth; and 
as he reads a good deal without any judgment to digeſt. 
it, his ideas are confuſed, and his harangues as unintelli- 
gible as infinite; for, once he begins, there is no chance 
of his Raving: off ſpeaking, while one perſon remains to 
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yield attention; therefore the only expedient I know for 
putting a ſtop to his loquacity, is to lay hold of ſome in- 


congruity he has uttered, and demand an explanation 


or aſk the meaning of ſome difficult term that he knows 
by name only. This method will effectually put him to 
ſilence, if not to flight, as it happened when I inquired 


about an epaulement. Had he been acquainted with the 
ſignification of that word, his triumph would have been 
intolerable, and we muft have quitted the field firſt, or 


been worried with impertinence.” Having thus ratified 


my curioſity, the old gentleman began to diſcover his 
_ own, in queſtions relating to myſelf, to which I thought 


proper to return ambiguous anſwers. © I preſume, Sir 


| (faid he), you have travelled.” I anſwered, “ Yes,” © I 


dare ſay you would find it very expenſive,” ſaid he. 1 


replied, To be ſure, one cannot travel without money.“ 
That I know by experience (ſaid he), for I myſelf take 
a trip to Bath or Tunbridge every ſeaſon; and one muſt 


pay fauce for what he has on the road, as well in other 
countries as in this—That's a very pretty ſtone in your 
ring, —give me leave, Sir,—the French have attained a a 
wonderful {kill in making compoſitions of this kind. Why, 
now, this looks almoſt as well as a diamond.” © Almoſt 
as well, Sir (ſaid I), why not altogether ? I am ſure, if 
you underſtand any thing of jewels, you muſt perceive 
at firſt ſight, that this ſtone is a real diamond, and that 
of a very fine water. Take it in your hand and examine 
it.“ He did fo, with ſome confuſion, and returned it, 
faying, « I aſk your pardon, I ſee it is a true brilliant of 
immenſe value.“ I imagined his reſpect for me increaſed 
after this inquiry; therefore, to captivate his eſteem the 
more, I told him, I would ſhow him a ſeal of compoſi- 
tion, engraved after a very valuable antique; upon which 
I pulled out my watch, with a rich gold chain, adorned 
with three ſeals ſet in gold, and an opal ring. He viewed 
cach of them with great eagerneſs, handled the chain, ad- 
mired the chaſed caſe, and obſerved, that the whole muſt 
have coſt me a vaſt ſum of money. 1 affected indifference, 


and replied 1 in a carelefs manner, « Some trifle of ſixty or 


> ſeventy guineas.” He ſtared in my face for ſome time, and 
then aſked if I was an Engliſhman ? I anſwered in the ne- 


gative. «6 Tou are from Ireland then, Sir, I preſume ſaid 
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he. I made the ſame reply. * 0! perhaps (ſaid he) you 


was born in one of our ſettlements abroad.” I ſtill anſwered, 


No. He ſeemed very much ſurpriſed, and ſaid, he was 


ſure I was not a foreigner. I made no reply, but left him 


upon the tenterhooks of impatient uncertainty. He could 
not contain his anxiety, but aſked pardon for the liberties 


he had taken, and, to encourage me the more to diſcloſe 


my ſituation, diſplayed his own without reſerve: *I am 


(faid he) a ſingle man, have a conſiderable annuity, on 


which J live according to my own inclination, and make 


the ends of the ycar meet very comfortably. As I have 


No eſtate to leave behind me, I am not troubled with the 


importunate officiouſneſs of relations or legacy hunters, 


and I conſider the world as made for me, not me for the 
world: It is my maxim therefore to enjoy it while J 


can, and let futurity ſhift for itſelf.” While he thus in- 


daulged his own talkative vein, and at the fame time, no 
doubt, expected a retaliation from me, a young man en- 
_ tered, drefſed in black velvet, and an enormous tie wig, 
with an air in which natural levity and affected ſolemni- 
ty were fo jumbled together, that, on the whole, he ap- 


peared a burleſque on all decorum. This ridiculous od- 
dity danced up to the table at which we fat, and, after 


a thouſand grimaces, aſked my friend, by the name of 
Mr. Medlar, if we were not engaged upon buſineſs. My 


companion put on a ſurly countenance, and replied, © No 


great buſineſs, Doctor but however“ O | then (cried 


the phyſician) I muſt beg your indulgence a little. pray 


pardon me, gentlemen.—Sir (ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf 
1 me), your moſt humble ſervant, I hope you will for- 
give me, Sir—l muſt beg the favour to ſit, Sir—Sir, I 
have ſomething of conſequence to impart to my friend 


Mr. Medlar—Sir, I hope you will excuſe my freedom in 


_ whiſpering, Sir.” Before I had time to give this com- 
plaiſant perſon my permiſhon, Mr. Medlar cried, PII 
have no whiſpering ; if you have any thing to ſay to me, 
| ſpeak with an audible voice.” The doctor ſeemed a lit- 
tle diſconcerted at this exclamation, and, turning again 


to me, made a thouſand apologies for pretending to make 


; myſtery of any thing, a piece of caution which he ſaid 
Was owing to his ignorance of my connection with Mr. 
| Medlar but, now he underſtood I was a friend, he would 


RODERICK RANDOM, 29 5 


communicate what he had to ſay in my hearing. He 
then began, after two or three hems, in this manner: 
« You muſt know, Sir, I am juſt come from dinner at 
my Lady Flareit's (then addreſſing himſelf to me), a lady 
of quality, Sir, at whoſe table I have the honour of din- 
ing ſometimes. 'There was Lady Stately, and my Lady 
Larum, and Mrs. Dainty, and Miſs Biddy Gigler, upon 
my word, a very good-natured young lady, with a ver 
pretty fortune,” Sir. There were alſo my Lord Straddle, 
Sir John Shrug, and Mr. Billy Chatter, who is actually 
a very facetious young gentleman. So, Sir, her ladyſhip 
ſeeing me exceſſively fatigued, for ſhe was the laſt of fif- 
teen patients (people of diſtinction, Sir) whom I had vi- 
| ſited this forenoon—inſiſted upon ſtaying dinner, though, 
upon my word, I proteſt I had no appetite; however, in 
compliance with her lady hip s requeſt, Sir, I fat down, 
and the converſation turning upon different ſubjects, a- 
mong other things, Mr. Chatter aſked very earneſtly when 
I ſaw Mr. Medlar. I told him I had not had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you theſe nineteen hours and an half; for you 
may, remember, Sir, it was nearly about that time ; 31 
won't be poſitive as to a minute.“ —“ No ! (ſays he) then 
I deſire you will go to his lodgings immediately after din- 
ner, and ſee what's the matter with him, for he muſt 
certainly be very bad from having eat laſt night ſuch a vaſt 
quantity of raw oyſters.“ The cruſty gentleman, who, 
from the ſolemnity of his delivery, expected ſomething 
| extraordinary, no ſooner heard his concluſion, than he ſtart- 
ed up in a teſty humour, crying, © Plhaw! pſhaw! d—n 
your oyſters ;” and walked away after a ſhort compliment 
of, © Your ſervant, Sir,” tome. The doctor got up alſo, 
ſaying, «I vow and proteſt, upon my word, I am actually 
amazed,“ and followed Mr. Medlar to the bar. which was 
hard by, where he was paying for his coffee; there he whiſ- 
pered fo loud, that I could overhear, “ Pray who is this 
gentleman?“ "His friend replied haſtily, © I might have 
| known that before now, if it had not been for your im- 
3 intruſion,“ and walked off very much diſappoint- 
The ceremonious phyſician returned immediately, 
7 ſat down by me aſking a thouſand pardons for leav- 
ing me alone: and giving me to underſtand, that what 


he had communicated to Mr, Medlar at the bar was an : 


"&'1 15 
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affair of the laſt importance, that would admit of no de- 
lay. He then called for ſome coffee, and launched out 
into the virtues of that berry, which, he ſaid, in cold 
phlegmatic conſtitutions, like his, dried up the ſuperſlu- 
ous moiſture, and braced the relaxed nerves. He told 
me it was utterly unknown to the ancients ; and derived 
its name from an Arabian word, which I might eaſily 
perceive by the ſound and termination. From this topic 
he transferred his diſquiſitions to the verb drink, which 
he affirmed was improperly applied to the taking of col- 
Tee, in as much as people did not drink, but fip or lipple 
that liquor; ; that the genuine meaning of drinking is to 
quench one's thirſt, or commit a debauch by ſwallowing 
wine; that the Latin word, which conveyed the ſame idea, | 
was, bibere or potare, and that of the Greeks pinien or p- 
7eein, though he was apt to believe they were differently 
uſed on different occaſions. For example: To drink a 
vaſt quantity, or, as the vulgar expreſs it, to drink an 
ocean of liquor, was in Latin potare, and in Greek poteein; 
and, on the other hand, to uſe it moderately, was b:bere, and 
Hinein; that this was only a conjecture of his own, which, 
however, ſeemed to be ſupported by the word bivulous, 
which is particularly applied to the pores of the ſkin, that 
can only drink a very ſmall quantity of the circumambient 
moiſture, by reafon of the ſmallneſs of their diameters 
whereas, from the verb poteein is derived the ſubſtantive 
Volamot, which fignifies a river, or vaſt quantity of liquor. 
I could not help ſmiling at this learned and important in- 
veſtigation; and, to recommend myſelf the more to my 
new acquaintance, whoſe diſpoſition I was by this time 
well informed of, I obſerved, that what he alleged did 
not, to the beſt of my remembrance, appear in the writ- 
ings of the ancients; for Horace uſes the words pots and 


bibo indifferently for che 2 purpole, as in the twenticti⸗ 
ode of his firſt Book: 


v ile potibls modicis ſabinum cantharis, 
kt . domitam caleno tu bibes uvam. 


That 1 had never heard of the derb IFRS but that Lola- 
mos, potema, and potos, were derived from pino, poſo, pe- 
ta; in conſequence of which the Greek pocts never ule 


3 
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any other word for feſtal drinking. Homer deſcribes 
Neſtor at his cups in theſe words; 


Neſtora d'ouk elathen jache pinonta perempes. 


And Anacreon mentions i it on the ſame occaſion almoſt 
in 1 every Page, 


Pionti de onion "BY Rl 
Otan ton Pino onion. 
Opliz' ESO de 2255 


And in a thouſand other places. The doctor, who, 


doubtleſs, intended by his criticiſm to give me a high idea 
of his erudition, was infinitely ſurpriſed to find himſelf 
ſchooled by one of my appearance; and after a conſider- 


able pauſe, cried, © Upon my word! you are in the right, 
Sir—1 find I have not conſidered this affair with my uſual 


accuracy.” Then accoſting me in Latin, which he ſpoke 
very well, the converſation was maintained full two hours, 
on a variety of ſubjects, in that language; and indeed, | 
he ſpoke ſo judicioufly, that I was convinced, notwith- 

| ſtanding his whimſical appearance, and attention to trifles, 
that he was a man of extenſive knowledge, eſpecially in 
books; he looked upon me, as I afterwards underſtood 
from Mr. Medlar, as a prodigy in learning, and propoſed 
that very night, If I was not engaged, to introduce me 
to ſeveral young gentlemen of fortune and faſhion, with 
ö whom he had an POE | at the Bedford Coffeehouſe. 


CHAPTER XLVI. 


weer introduces. me to a ſet of Jos 8 with whom I ſpend - 
the evening at a tavern—our converſation—the characters of my new 


8 doctor i is i iſſue of our debauch. 


5 I. ACCEPTED his offer with ds; WY we went thicher 


in a hackney coach, where I ſaw a great number of 


figures fluttering about, molt of whom ſpoke to the #3 


tor with great familiarity. Among the reſt ſtood a 


group of them round the fire, whom I immediately knew 


to be the very perſons who. had the Wight before, by 
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their laughing, alarmed my ſuſpicion of the lady who 
had put herſelf under my protection. They no ſooner 
perceived me enter with Dr. Wagtail (for that was my 
compamon's name), than they tittered and whiſpered 
one to another; and I was not a little ſurpriſed to find 
that theſe were the gentlemen to whoſe acquaintance he 
deſigned to recommend me; for when he obſerved them 
together, he told me who they were, and deſired to know 


by what name he ſhould introduce me. I ſatisfied him 


in that particular, and he advanced with great gravity, 


ſaying, „Gentlemen, your moſt obedient give me leave 
do introduce my friend Mr. Random to your ſociety.” Then 
turning to me, „Mr. Random, this is Mr. Bragwell— 


Mr Banter, Sir—Mr. Chatter—my friend Mr. Slyboot, 
and Mr. Ranter, Sir.” I ſaluted each of them in order, 
and when I came to take Mr. Slyboot by the hand, I per- 
ccived him to thruſt his tongue in his cheek, to the no 
imall entertainment of the company; but I did not think 


proper to take any notice of it on this occaſion, Mr. 
| Ranter too (who 1 afterwards learned was a player) diſ- 
played his talents, by mimicking my air, features, and 
voice, while he returned my compliment: This feat I 


mould not have been fo ſenſible of, had not I ſeen him 


behave in the ſame manner to my friend Wagtail, when 
he made up to them at firſt. But for once I let him en- 


joy the fruits of his dexterity without queſtion or controul, 


| reſolved, however, to chaſtiſe his inſolence at a more con- 


venient opportunity. Mr. Slyboot, gueſſing I was a ſtran- 


ger, aſked if I had been lately in France? and when I 
anſwered in the affirmative, inquired if I had ſeen the 
Luxembourg gallery? I told him I had conſidered it more 
than once, with great attention: Upon this, a converſa- 
tion enſued, in which I diſcovered him to be a painter. 
While we were diſcourſing upon the particulars of this 
famous collection, I overheard Banter aſk Dr. Wagtail, 
where he had picked up this Mr. Random ? To which 
__ queſtion the phyſician anſwered, Upon my word, a 


mighty pretty ſort of a gentleman—a man of fortune, Sir, 


Ehe has made the grand tour, and ſeen the beſt company 
in Europe, Sir.“ —“ What, he told you ſo, I ſuppoſe ? (ſaid 
the other) I take him to be neither more nor leſs than a 


French valet de chambre. „Oh! barbarous, barbarous ! 
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(cried the doctor) this is actually, upon my word, altoge- 
ther unaccountable. I know all his family perfectly well, 
Sir; he is of the Randoms of the north—a very ancient 
houſe, Sir, and a diſtant relation of mine.“ I was ex- 
tremely nettled at the conjecture of Mr. Banter, and be- 
gan to entertain a very indifferent opinion of my company 
in general; but as I might poſſibly by their means acquire 
a more extenſive and agreeable acquaintance, I determined 
to bear theſe little mortifications as long as I could, with- 
out injuring the dignity of my character. After having 
talked for ſome time on the weather, plays, politics, and 
other coffeehouſe ſubjects, it was propoſed that we ſhould 
ſpend the evening at a noted tavern in the neighbourhood, 
wWiuhither we repaired in a body. Having taken poſſeſſion 
of a room, called for French wine, and beſpoke ſupper, 
the glaſs went about pretty freely, and the characters of 
my aſſociates opened upon me more and more. It ſoon 
appeared, that the doctor was entertained as a butt for the 
painter and player to exerciſe their wit upon, for the di- 
verſion of the company. Mr. Ranter began the game, 
by aſking him what was good for a hoarſeneſs, lowneſs of 
| Ipirits, and indigeſtion, for he was troubled with all theſe 
complaints to a very great degree? Wagtail immediately 
und ertook to explain the nature of his caſe, and in a very 
prolix manner harangued upon prognoſtics, diagnoſtics, 
ſymptomatics, therapeutics, inanition, and repletion ; then 
calculated the force of the ſtomach and lungs in their 
reſpective operations; aſcribed the player's malady to 2 
diſorder in theſe organs, proceeding from hard drinkin 
and vociferation, and preſcribed a courſe of ſtomachics, 
with abſtinence from venery, wine, loud ſpeaking, laugh- 
ing, finging, coughing, ſneezing, or hollowing. “ Pah, 


Pah (cried Ranter, interrupting him), the remedy 1s worſe 


than the diſeaſe. —I wiſh J knew where to find ſome tin- 
der-water.” © Tinder-water | (ſaid the doctor) upon my 
word I don't apprehend you, Mr. Ranter.” “ Water ex- 
tracted from tinder (replied the other), an univerſal ſpecific 
for all diſtempers incident to man. It was invented by a 
learned German monk, who, for a valuable conſideration, 
imparted the ſecret to Paracelſus.” Pardon me (cried 
dhe painter), it was firſt uſed by Solomon, as appears by a 
Greek manuſcript in his own hand-writing, lately found 
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at the foot of mount Lebanon, by a peaſant who was dig- 
ging for potatoes.” Well (ſaid Wagtail), in all my vaſt 
reading, I never met with ſuch a preparation | neither did 
I know till this minute, that Solomon underſtood Greek, 
or that potatoes grew in Paleſtine.” Here Banter inter- 


poſed, ſaying, he was ſurpriſed that Doctor Wagtail ſhould. 


make the leaſt doubt of Solomon's underſtanding Greek, 


when he is repreſented to us as the wiſeſt and beſt edu- 
_ cated prince in the world; and as for potatoes, they were 
| tranſplanted thither from Ireland, in the time of the Cru- 


fades, by ſome knights of that country. ] profeſs (ſaid 


the doctor) there is nothing more likely—T would actually 
give a vaſt ſum for a ſight of that manuſcript, which muſt 
be ineſtimable—And if 
Tet about it immediately.” The player aſſured him the 
_ proceſs was very ſimple that he muſt cram a hundred 
weight of dry tinder into a glaſs retort, and diſtilling it by 
the force of animal heat, it would yield half a ſcruple of 
inſipid water, one drop of which is a full doſe. © Upon 
my integrity | (exclaimed the credulous doctor) this is 
very amazing | and extraordinary! that a caput mortuum 
ſhall yield any water at all—I muſt own I have always 


I underſtood the proceſs, would 


been an enemy to ſpecifics, which I thought inconſiſtent 


with the nature of the animal economy; but certainly the 


authority of Solomon is not to be queſtioned. 1 wonder 


Where 1 ſhall find a glaſs retort large enough to contain 
ſuch a vaſt quantity of tinder, the conſumption of which 
muſt undoubtedly raiſe the price of paper—or where! 
ſhall find animal heat ſuſhcient even to warm ſuch a maſs.” 
Slyboot informed him, that he might have a retort blown 


for him as big as a church; and that the eaſieſt method 
of raifing the vapour by animal heat, would be to place 
it in the middle of an infirmary for feveriſh patients, who | 


might lie upon matraſſes around, and in contact with it. 
| He had no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than Wagtail 
exclaimed, in a rapture, © An admirable expedient, as! 
hope to be ſaved! I will poſitively put it in practice.“ 
This ſimplicity of the phyſician furniſhed excellent diver- 
ion for the company, who, in their turns, ſneered at him 


in ironical compliments, which his vanity ſwallowed as 


the genuine ſentiments of their hearts. Mr. Chatter, im- 
patient of ſo long a ſilence, now broke out, and entertained 
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us with a catalogue of all the people who danced at the 
laſt Hampſtead aſſembly, with a moſt cireumſtantial ac- 
count of the dreſs and ornaments of each, from the lap- 
pets of the ladies to the ſhoe buckles of the men; con- 
cluding with telling Bragwell, that his miſtreſs Melinda 
was there, and ſeemed to miſs him; and ſoliciting his 
company at the next occaſion of that kind. © No, no, 
demme, (ſaid Bragwell), I have ſomething elſe to mind 
than dangling after a parcel of giddy-headed girls; beſides, 
you know my temper is ſo unruly, that I am apt to in- 
volve myſelf in ſcrapes, when a woman is concerned. 
The laſt time I was there, I had an affair with Tom Trip- 
pet.“ © O! I remember that (cried Banter); you lugged 
out before the ladies; and I commend you for ſo doing, 
| becauſe you had an opportunity of ſhowing your manhood 
without running any riſk.” * Riſk ! (ſaid the other, with 
a fierce countenance) damn my blood! I fear no riſks. 
1 an't afraid of lugging out againſt any man that wears a 
head, damme ! 'tis well known I have drawn blood more 
than once, and loſt ſome too; but what does that ſignify f? 
The player begged this champion to employ him as his 
| ſecond the next time he intended to kill, for he wanted to 
ſee a man die of a ſtab, that he might know how to aCt 
ſuch a part the more naturally on the ſtage. © Die! (re- 
plied the hero): No, by God | I know better things than 
| to incur the yerdict of a Middleſex jury—l ſhould look 
upon my fencing-maſter to be an ignorant ſon of a bitch, 
if he had not taught me to prick any part of my anta- 
goniſt's body that I pleaſe to diſable.” * Oho! (cried 
Slyboot) if that be the caſe, I have a favour to aſk: You 
muſt know I am employed to paint a Jeſus on the croſs; _ 
and my purpoſe is to repreſent him at that point of 
time when the ſpear is thruſt into his fide. Now, I thould 
be glad you would, in my preſence, pink ſome imper- 
tinent fellow into convulſions, without endangering his 
life, that I may have an opportunity of taking a good 
clever agony from nature: The doctor will direct you 
5 where to enter, and how far to go; but pray let it be as 
Near the left ſide as poſſible.“ Wagtail, who took this 
propoſal] ſeriouily, obſerved, that it would be a very dif- 
cult matter to penetrate into the left fide of the thorax, 
without hurting the heart, and of conſequence killing 
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the patient; but he believed it was poſſible for a man 
of a very nice hand, and exact knowledge of anatomy, to 
wound the diaphragma ſomewhere about the ſkirts, which 
might induce a ſingultus, without being attended with 
death; that he was ready to demonſtrate the inſertion 
of that muſcle to Mr. Bragwell; but defired to have no 
concern with the experiment, which might eſſentially pre- 


| Judice his reputation, in caſe of miſcarriage. Bragwell 


was as much impoſed upon by the painter's waggery as 


the doctor, and declined engaging in the affair, ſaying, 


he had a very great regard for Mr. Slyboot, but had laid 


it down as a maxim, never to fight except when his ho- 


nour was engaged. A- thouſand jokes of this kind were 


uttered; the wine circulated ; ſupper was ferved in; we 
ate heartily ; returned to the bottle; Bragwell became 


noiſy and troubleſome ; Banter grew more and more ſe- 


vere; Ranter rehearſed ; Slyboot made faces at the whole 


company; FT ſung French catches, and Chatter kiſſed me 


with great affection; while the doctor, with a woful coun- 
tenance, fat ſilent like a difciple of Pythagoras. At 


length, it was propoſed by Bragwell, that we ſhould ſcour 


the hundreds, ſweat the conſtable, maui the watch, and 


then reel ſoberly to be. 


While we deliberated on this expedition, the waiter 
came into the room, and aſked for Doctor Wagtail; 
when he underſtood he was preſent, he told him there 


was a lady below to inquire for him; at which meſſage 


had no connection with any lady whatever, and bade the _ 
drawer tell her ſo. © For ſhame ! (cried Banter) would 
you be ſo impolite as to refuſe a lady the hearing? per- 
haps ſhe comes for a conſultation. It muſt be ſome ex- 
traordinary affair that brings a lady to a tavern at this 


the phyſician ſtarted from his melancholy contemplation, 
and, with a look of extreme confuſion, aſſured the com- 


pany, he could not poſſibly be the perſon wanted, for he 


time o'night. Mr. Ranter, pray do the doctor's baiſe- 


moins to the lady, and ſquire her hither.” The player 
immediately ſtaggered out, and returned, leading in, with 


much ceremony, a tall ſtrapping wench, whoſe appear 


| ance proclaimed her occupation. We received her with _ 


the utmoſt ſolemnity, and with a good deal of entreaty 


the was perſuaded to lit, when a profound filence enſucd, 
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during which ſhe fixed her eyes, with a diſconſolate look, 
on the doctor, who was utterly confounded at her beha- 
viour, and returned her melancholy fourfold. At length, 
after a good many piteous ſighs, ſhe wiped her eyes, and 
accoſted him thus: What ! not one word of comfort? 
Will nothing ſoften that ſtony heart of thine ? Not all 
my tears! not all my affliction ! not the inevitable ruin 
thou haſt brought upon me] Where are thy vows, thou 
faithleſs perjured man? Haſt thou no honour ? no con- 
ſcience no remorſe for thy perfidious conduct towards 
me - Anſwer me, wilt thou at laſt do me juſtice, or 
mult I have recourſe to heaven or hell for my revenge?“ 
If poor Wagtail was amazed before ſhe ſpoke, what muſt _ 
his confuſion be on hearing this addreſs ! His natural 
paleneſs changed into a ghaſtly clay colour, his eyes rol- 
led, his lips trembled, and he anſwered, in an accent not 
to be deſcribed, © Upon my word, honour, and ſalva- 
tion! Madam, you are actually miſtaken in my perſon. 

I have a molt particular veneration for your ſex, and am 
actually incapable of injuring any lady in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree, Madam z—beſides, Madam, to the beſt of my re- 
collection, I never had the honour of ſeeing you before, 
as I hope to be ſaved, Madam!“ „ How, traitor } (cried 
the) doſt thou difown me then ?2—Miſtaken ! no, too 

well I know that fair bewitching face! too well I know 
that falſe enchanting tongue Alas! gentlemen, ſince 
the villian compels me, by his unkindnels, to expoſe my- 
elf and him, know that this betrayer, under the ſpecious 
pretence of honourable addreſſes, won my heart, and, 
taking advantage of his conquelt, robbed me of my virgin 
treaſure, and afterwards abandoned me to my fate! 1 
am now four months gone with child by him, turned out 75 
of doors by my relations, and left a prey to miſery and 
want! Yes, thou barbarian (ſaid ſhe, turning to Wagtailly, _ 
thou tiger, thou ſuccubus! too well thou knoweſt my 
ſituation but I will tear out thy faithleſs heart, and de- 
| liver the world from ſuch a monſter.” So ſaying, ſhe 
_ Iprung forward at the doctor, who with incredible agility 
jumped over the table, and ran behind Bragwell, while 
the reſt of us endeavoured to appeaſe the furious he- 
roine. Although every body in the company affected 
the utmoſt ſurpriſe, I could eaſily perceive it was a 
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ſcheme concerted among them to produce diverſion at 
the doctor's expence; and being under no concern about 
the conſequence, I entered into the confederacy, and en- 
joyed the diſtreſs of Wagtail, who, with tears in his eyes, 
| begged the protection of the company, declaring himſelf 
as innocent of the crime laid to his charge, as the fœtus 
in utero ; 3 and hinting, at the ſame time, that nature had 
not put it into his power to be guilty of ſuch a treſpaſs— 
Nature! (cried the lady) there was no nature in the 
caſe—he abuſed me by the help of charms and ſpells ; or 
elſe how is it poſſible that any woman could have liſtened 
to the addreſſes of ſuch a ſcare- crow? Were theſe owlith 
eyes made for ogling; that carrion complexion to be ad- 
mired ; or that mouth like a horſe-ſhoe to be kiſſed? No, 
no, you owe your ſucceſs to your filtres, to your drugs 
and incantations; and not to your natural talents, which 
are in every reſpect mean and contemptible.” The doc- 
tor now thought he had got an opportunity of vindicating 
himſelf effectually; and deſired the complainant to com- 
poſe herſelf but for half an hour, in which he undertook _ 
to prove the abſurdity of believing in the power of incan- 
_ tations, which were only idle dreams of ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition. He accordingly pronounced a very learned 
_ diſcourſe upon the nature of ideas, the power and inde- 
pendence of the mind, the properties of ſtimulating medi- 
eines, the difference between a proneneſs to venery, which 
many ſimples would create, and a paſſion limited to one 
object, which can only be the reſult of ſenſe and reflec- 
tion; and concluded with a pathetic remonſtrance, ſetting 
forth his unhappineſs in being perſecuted with the reſent- 
ment of a lady whom he had never injured, nor even ſeen 
before that occaſion, and whoſe faculties were, in all like- 
| lihood, ſo much Impaired by her misfortunes, that an in- 
nocent perſon was in danger of being ruined by her dif- 
order. He had no ſooner finiſhed his harangue, than the 
forlorn princeſs renewed her lamentations, and cautioned 
the company againſt his eloquence, which, ſhe ſaid, was 
able to bias the molt impartial bench in Chriſtendom: 
Banter adviſed him to efpouſe her immediately,” as the 
only means to falve his reputation, and offered to accom- 
pany him to the Fleet for that purpoſe; but Slyboot pro- 
: poſed chat a father mould be purchaied for the child, and 
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à comfortable alimony ſettled on the mother. Ranter 
promiſed to adopt the infant gratis. Wagtail was ready 
to worſhip him for his generoſity; and, though he per- 
ſiſted in proteſting his innocence, condeſcended to every 
thing, rather than his unblemiſhed character ſhould be 
called in queſtion. The lady rejected the propoſal, and 
inſiſted on matrimony. Bragwell took up the cudgels 
for the doctor, and undertook to rid him of her impor- 
tunity for half a guinea; upon which Wagtail, with great 
eagerneſs, pulled out his purſe, and put it into the hand 
of his friend, who, taking half a piece out of it, gave it 
to the plaintiff, and bade her thank God for her good 
fortune. When ſhe had received this bounty, ſhe affect- 
ed to weep, and begged, ſince the phyſician had re- 
nounced her, he would at leaſt vouchfafe her a parting 
kiſs : This he was prevailed upon to grant, with great re- 
| Juctance, and went up with his uſual ſolemnity to ſalute 
her; when ſhe laid hold of his cheek with her teeth, and 
held faſt, while he roared with anguiſh, to the unſpeak- 5 
able diverſion of all preſent. When ſhe thought proper 
to releaſe him, ſhe dropped a low curtſey to the company, 
and quitted the room, leaving the doctor in the utmoſt 
horror, not ſo much on account of the pain, as the appre- 
huenſion of the conſequence of the bite; for by this time 
he was convinced of her being mad. Banter preſcribed 
the actual cautery, and put the poker in the fire to be 


heated, in order to ſear the place. The player was of 1 8 


opinion that Bragwell ſhould ſcoop out the part affected 
with the point of his ſword ; but the painter prevented 
both theſe dreadful operations, by recommending a bal- 
ſam he had in his pocket, which never failed to cure the 
bite of a mad dog : So faying, he pulled out a ſmall blad- 
der of black paint; with which he inſtantly anointed not 
only the ſore, but the greateſt part of the patient's face, 
and left it in a frightful condition. In ſhort, the poor 
creature was fo haraſſed with fear and vexation, that 1 
pitied him extremely, and ſent him home in a chair, con- 
trary to the inclination of every body preſent. _ 
This freedom of mine gave umbrage to Bragwell, who 
teſtified his diſpleaſure, by ſwearing a few threats, with- 
out making any application; which being perceived by 


Slyboot, who ſat by me, he, with a view of promoting a 
Vol. I. U 
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mend him as a vaulter to the proprietors of Saddler's 
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quarrel, whiſpered to me, that he thought Bragwell ufed 
me very ill; but every man was the beſt judge of his own 
affairs. I anſwered aloud, that I would neither ſuffer 
Mr. Bragwell nor him to uſe me ill with impunity, and 
that I ſtood in no need of his counſel, in regard to the 
regulation of my conduct. He thought proper to aſk a 
thouſand pardons, and aſſure me he meant no offence; 
while Bragwell feigned himſelf aſleep, that he might not 
be obliged to take notice of what paſſed. But the player, 


who had more animal ſpirits and lefs diſcretion than Sly- 
boot, unwilling to let the affair reſt where he had dropped 
it, jogged Mr. Bragwell, and told him ſoftly, that I call- 


ed him names, and threatened to cudgel him. This 


particular I underſtood by his ſtarting, and crying, Blood 

and wounds | you lie | No man durſt treat me ſo igno- 
miniouſly—Mr. Random, did you call me names, and 

| threaten to drub me?“ I denied the imputation, and pro- 
_ poſed to puniſh the ſcoundrel, who endeavoured to foment 

_ diſturbance in the company: Bragwell ſignified his appro- 

bation, and drew his ſword ; I did the ſame, and accoſt- 


ed the actor in theſe words: Lookee, Mr. Ranter, 1 


know you poſſeſs all the mimicry and miſchievous quali- 
ties of an ape, becauſe I have obſerved you put them all 
in practice more than once to-night, on me and others; 
now ] want to ſee if you reſemble one in nimbleneſs alſo; _ 
therefore I defire you to leap over this ſword without he- 
 fitation.” 80 ſaying, I held it parallel to the horizon, at 
the diſtance of about three feet from the floor, and called, 
%  Once—twice—thrice, and away ;*”” but, inſtead of 
complying with my command, he ſnatched his hat and 
hanger, and aſſuming the looks, ſwagger, and phraſe of 


Piſtol, burſt out into the following exclamation : “ Ha! 


muſt I then perform inglorious prank, of ſylvan ape in | 
mountain foreſt caught! Death rock me aſleep, abridge 


my doleful days, and lay my head in fury's lap. Have 
we not Hiren here?“ This buffoonery did not anſwer 


his expectation, for by this. time the company was bent 
on ſeeing him in a new character. Mr. Banter defired 
me to hold my ſword a foot or two higher, that he might 
have the better opportunity of exerting himſelf. The 


painter told him, if he performed well, he would recom- 


c 
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Wells; and Bragwell, crying © Leap for the king,” applied 
the point of his ſword to the player's poſteriors with ſuch 
ſucceſs, tliat he ſprung over in a trice, and, finding the 
door unguarded, vaniſhed in a twinkling; glad, no doubt, 
of having paid his ſhare of the reckoning fo eaſily. 

It being now near two o'clock in the morning, we diſ- 
charged the bill, and ſallied out into the ſtreet. The 


painter flunk away without taking his leave. Billy Chat- 


ter, being unable to ſpeak or ſtand, was ſent to a bagnio; 


and Banter and I accompanied Bragwell to Moll King's 
coffeehouſe, where, after he had kicked half a dozen 
hungry whores, we left him aſleep on a bench, and di- 


rected our courſe towards ales, Kees near which a! ag 
both he and I lodged. 


The natural dryneſs of my companion b overcome 


by liquor, he honoured me by the way with many com- 


pliments and profeſſions of friendſhip, for which I made 


ſuitable acknowledgments, and told him, I thought my- | 
ſelf happy in having, by my behaviour, removed the 
_ unfavourable opinion he entertained of me at firſt fight. 
He was ſurpriſed at this declaration, and begged me to 
explain myſelf : Upon which I mentioned what I had 


overheard him ſay of me to Wagtail in the coffeehouſe. 


He laughed, and made an apology for his freedom, aſſur- 
ing me, that my appearance had very much prepoſſeſſed 
him in my favour ; and what he ſaid was only intended 
as a joke on the doCtor's ſolemnity. I was highly pleaſed 
| at being undeceived in this particular, and not a little 
proud of the good opinion of this wit, who ſhook me by 


the hand at parting, and promules. to mect me next day 
at the ordinary. 


Wy 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 


Strap communicates to me a conqueſt he had made of a chandler's widow 
finds himſelf miſerably miſtaken—I go to the opera—admire Me- 
linda—am cautioned by Banter—go to the aſſembly at Hampſtead 
dance with that young lady—receive an inſolent meſſage from Brag- 

well, whoſe metal is ſoon cooled—am in favour with my miſtreſs, 
whom I viſit next day; and am bubbled out of eighteen guineas at 
cards—Strap triumphs at my ſucceſs, but is aſtoniſhed at my expence 

E Banter comes. to my lodging, is very ſarcaſtic at my expence, and 

. borrows five guineas from me, as a proof of his friendſhip. _ | 


Tx the morning before I got up, Strap came into my 
chamber, and, finding me awake, hemmed ſeveral times, 
ſcratched his head, caſt his eyes upon the ground, and, 
with a very fooliſh kind of ſimper upon his face, gave me 
to underſtand he had ſomething to communicate. By) 
your countenance (ſaid I) I expect to hear good tidings.” 
_« Indifferent (replied he, tittering), that is, hereafter as 
it ſhall be. You muſt know I have ſome thoughts of al- 
tering my condition.” What! cried I (aſtoniſhed), a a 
matrimonial ſcheme ? O rare Strap! thou haſt got the 
| heels of me at laſt.” © N'—no lefs, I aſſure you (ſaid 
he, burſting into a laugh of ſelf-approbation) ; a tallow- 
chandler's widow, that lives hard by, has taken a liking 
to me A fine jolly dame, as plump as a partridge. She 
has a well furniſhed houſe, a briſk trade, and a good deal 
of the ready. I may have her for the aſking. She told 
a friend of mine, a brother footman, that ſhe would take 
me out of a ſtinking clout. But I refuſed to give my 
final anſwer, till I knew your opinion of the matter.“ 1 
_ congratulated Monſieur d'Eſtrapes upon his conqueſt, and 
approved of the ſcheme, provided he could be aſſured of 
thoſe circumſtances of her fortune; but adviſed him to 
do nothing raſhly, and give me an opportunity of ſeeing 
the lady before matters ſhould be brought to a concluſion. | 
He aſſured me he would do nothing without my conſent 
and approbation, and that very morning, while I was at 
| breakfaſt, introduced his inamorata to my acquaintance. _ 
She was a ſhort thick woman, about the age of thirty-iix, 
and had a particular prominence of belly, which I per- 
ceived at firſt ſight, not without ſome ſuſpicion of foul 
play. I deſired her, however, to it, and treated her with _ 
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2 diſh of tea; the diſcourſe turning on the good qualities 
of Strap, whom I repreſented as a prodigy of ſobriety, 
induſtry, and virtue. When ſhe took ber leave, he fol- 
lowed her to the door, and returned licking his lips, and 
aſking if I did not think ſhe was a luſcious creature. I 


made no myſtery of my apprehenſion, but declared my 


ſentiments of her without reſerve ; at which he was not 


ſurpriſed, telling me had obſerved the ſame ſymptom, but 


had been informed by his friend that the was only liver- 
grown, and would in a few months be as ſmall in the 


_ wailt as ever. Yes (ſaid I), a few weeks, 1 believe 
will do the buſineſs. In ſhort, Strap, it is my opinion, 
that you are egregiouſly impoſed upon; and that this 


friend is no other than a raſcal who wants to palm his 
trull upon you for a wife, that he may at once deliver 


himſelf from the importunities of the mother, and the ex- 
pence of her bantling; for which reaſon I would not have 
you trult implicitly to the report he makes of her wealth, 
which is inconſiſtent with his behaviour; nor run your 
head precipitately into a nooſe, that you may afterwards 
wih exchanged for the hangman's. He teemed very 
much ſtartled at my inſinuation, and promiſed to look 
twice before he leaped 3 faying, with ſome heat, „Odds, 
if I find his intention' is to betray me, we ſhall ſee which 
of us is the better man.” My prediction was verified in 
leſs than a fortnight ; her great belly producing an infant, 
to the unſpeakable amazement of Strap, who was, before 
this happened, inclinable to believe I had refined a little 
too much in my penetration. His falſe friend diſappear- 
ed; and in a few days after an execution was iſlued 
againſt her goods and houſehold furniture, Which were 
ſeized by the creditors” : 
Meanwhile I met my friend Banter at the Re ea and 
in the evening went to the opera with him and Mr. Chat- 
ter, who pointed out Melinda in one of the boxes, and 
offered to introduce me to her, obſerving at the ſame 
time, that ſhe was a reigning toaſt worth ten thouſand 
pounds. This piece of information made my heart bound 
With joy, and I ditcovered great eagerneſs to accept the 
propoſal; upon which he aſſured me I ſhould dance with 
her at the next aſſembly, if he had any influence in that 


quarter: 90 faying, he wem round, ſpoke to her ſome mi- 
e 
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ſages for the future. Melinda affected a 
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nutes, and, as I imagined, pointed at me; then return- 


ing, told me, to my inexpreſſible pleaſure, that I might 
depend upon what he had promiſed, for ſhe was now en- 
gaged as my partner. Banter, in a whiſper, gave me to 
underſtand, that ſhe was an incorrigible coquette, who 


would grant the ſame favour to any young fellow in Eng- 
land of a tolerable appearance, merely to engage him a- 
mong the herd of her admirers, that ſhe might have the 


pleaſure of ſeeing them daily increaſe ;z that ſhe was of a 
cold inſenſible diſpoſition, dead to every paſſion but vani- 


ty, and ſo blind to merit, that he would lay any wager 
the wealthieſt fool ſhould carry her at laſt. I attribut- 

ed a good deal of this intelligence to the ſatirical turn 
of my friend, or reſentment for having himſelf ſuffered a 


rebuff from the lady in queſtion ; and, at any rate, truſt. 


ed fo much to wy own accompliſhments, as to believe no 
woman could reſiſt the ardour of my addreſſes. 


Full of this confidence I repaired to Hampſtead, in 


company with Billy Chatter, my Lord Hobble, and Doc- 
tor Wagtail. There I ſaw a very brilliant aſſembly, beforc 
whom I had the honour to walk a minuet with Melinda, 
who charmed me with her frank manner and eaſineſs of 
behaviour. Before the country dances began, I received 


a meſſage, by a perſon I did not know, from Bragwell, 


who was preſent, importing that nobody who knew him 
preſumed to dance with Melinda, while he was there in 
perſon; and that I would do well to relinquiſh her with- 
out noiſe, becauſe he had a mind to lead up a country 


dance with her. This extraordinary intimation, which 
was delivered in the lady's hearing, did not at all diſcom- 
poſe me, who by this time was pretty well acquainted 


with the character of my rival. I therefore, without the 


leaſt ſymptom of concern, bade the gentleman tell Mr. 


0 Bragwell, that, fince I was ſo happy as to obtain the lady's 
. content, I ſhould not be ſolicitous about his; and deſired 


the bearer himſelf to bring me no ſuch ay ES meſ- 


ſion, and pretended to wonder that Mr. Bragwell ſhould 


give himſelf ſuch liberties with regard to her, who had 
no manner of connection with the fellow. I laid hold of 


this opportunity to diſplay my valour, and offered to call 
him to an account for his Ane, a Propoſal which ſhe 


ort of confu- _ 
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abſolutely refuſed, under pretence of conſulting my ſafe- 
ty; though I could perceive by the ſparkling of her eyes, 
that ſhe would not have thought herſelf affronted in being 
the ſubject of a duel. I was by no means pleaſed with 
this diſcovery of her thoughts, which not only argued the 
moſt unjuſtifiable vanity, but likewiſe the moſt barbarous 
indifference z however, I was allured by her fortune, and 
_ reſolved to gratify her pride, in making her the occaſion 
of a public quarrel between me and Bragwell, who, I 
was pretty certain, would never drive matters to a dan- 
ln; Cf =O 
While we danced together, I obſerved this formidable 
rival at one end of the room, encircled with a cluſter of 
beaux, to whom he talked with great vehemence, caſting 
many big looks at me, from time to time: I gueſſed the 
ſubject of his diſcourſe, and as ſoon as I had handed my 
partner to her ſeat, ,ſtrutted up to the place where he 
ſtood, and, cocking my hat in his face, demanded alou:l 
if he had any thing to ſay to me. He anſwered with a 
ſullen tone, Nothing at preſent, Sir 3” and turned a- 
bout upon his heel. Well (ſaid I), you know where I 
am to be found at any tune.” His companions ſtared at _ 
one another, and I returned to the lady, whoſe features 
brightened at my approach, and immediately a whiſper 
run through the whole room; after which ſo many eyes 
were turned upon me, that I was ready to fink with con- 
fuſion. When the ball broke up, I led her to her coach, 
and, like a true French gallant, would have got up be- 
| hind it, in order to protect her from violence on the road; 
but ſhe abſolutely refuſed my offer, and expreſſed her 
concern that there was not an empty ſeat for me within 
JJ... noe oo, 
Next day in the afternoon, I waited on her at her lodg- 


_ ings, by permiſſion, in company with Chatter, and was 


very civilly received by her mother, with whom {he hiv- 
ed; there were a good many faſhionable people preſent, 


chiefly young fellows, and immediately after tca, a couple . 


of card tables were ſet, at one of which I had the honour _ 
to play with Melinda, who, in leſs than three hours, made 
ſhift to plunder me of eight guineas. I was well enough 
content to loſe a little money with a good grace, that l 
might have an opportunity in the mean time to ſay foſt 


Un 
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things, which are {till moſt welcome when attended with 
good luck; but I was by no means ſatisfied of her fair 
play, a circumſtance that ſhocked me not a little, and 
greatly impaired my opinion of her diſintereſtedneſs and 
_ delicacy. However, I was reſolved to profit. by this be- 
| haviour, and treat her in my turn with leſs ceremony; 
accordingly, I laid cloſe ſiege to her, and finding her not 
at all diſguſted with the groſs incenſe I offered, that very 
night made a declaration of love in plain terms. She re- 
ceived my addreſſes with great gaiety, and pretended to 
laugh them off; but, at the ſame time, treated me with 
ſuch particular complacency, that I was perſuaded I had 
made a conqueſt” of her heart, and concluded myſelf the 
happieſt man alive. Elevated with theſe flattering ideas, 
I fat down again to cards, after ſupper, and with great 
cheerfulneſs ſuffered ONE to be cheated of ten Euineas 
more. 
It was late before I took my leave, aſter being favour- 
ed with a general invitation; and when I got into bed, 
the adventures of the day hindered me from fleeping. 
Sometimes I pleaſed myſelf with the hopes of poſſeſſing a 
line woman with ten thouſand pounds; then I would rug 
minate on the character I had heard of her from Banter, 
and compare it with the circumſtances of her conduct to- 
wards me, which ſeemed to bear too great a reſemblance 
to the picture he had drawn. This introduced a melan- 
choly reffection on the expence I had undergone, and the 
ſmallneſs of my funds to ſupport it, which, by the by, were 
none of my own. In ſhort, I found 1 involved in 
doubts and perplexities, that kept me awake the Jreate®k ; 
part of the night | 
In the morning, Strap, with 3 I had not converſ. 
ed for two days, preſented himſelf with the utenſils for 
ſhaving me; upon which, I aſked his opinion of the lady 
whom he had ſeen me conduct to her coach at Hamp- 
Htead. «Odd! ſhe's a delicious creature (cried he), and, 
as J am informed, a great fortune. I am ſorry you did: 
not inſiſt on going home with her. I dare ſay, ſhe would 
not have refuſed your company; for ſhe ſeems to bea 
good humoured foul.” „There's a time for all things 
(laid I). You muſt know, Strap, I was in company with 
lier till one o clock this morning.“ 1 had no ſooner pro- 
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nounced theſe words than he began to caper about the 
room, and ſnap his fingers, crying in a tranſport, * The 
day's our own |—the day's our own !” I gave him to un- 
derſtand that his triumph was a little premature, and that 
I had more difficulties to ſurmount than he was aware of; 
then I recounted to him the intelligence I had received 
from Banter. At which he changed colour, ſhook his 
head, and obſerved there was no faith in woman, I told 
him I was reſolved to make a bold puſh notwithſtanding, 

although I foreſaw it would lead me into a great expence z 
and bade him gueſs the ſum I had loſt laſt night at cards. 
He ſcratched his chin, and proteſted his abhorrence of 


cards, the very name of which being mentioned, made 


him ſweat with vexation, as it recalled the money-drop- 
per to his remembrance : “ But, however (ſaid he) you 


have to do with other gueſs-people now, Why, I ſup- 


poſe, if you had a bad run laſt night, you would ſcarce 


come off for leſs than ten or twelve ſhillings,” I was 
mortiſied at this piece of ſimplicity, which I imagined, 
at that time, was all affected by way of reprimand for 
my folly; and aſked with ſome heat, if he thought I ſpent 
the evening in a cellar with chairmen and bunters; giv- 
ing him to know at the ſame time, that my expence had a- 
mounted to eighteen guineas. It would require the pen- 
cil of Hogarth to expreſs the aſtoniſhment and concern of 
Strap, on hearing this piece of news; the baſon in which 
he was preparing the lather for my chin, dropped out of 
his hands, and he remained {ome time immoveable in that 
ludicrous attitude, with his mouth open, and his eyes 
thruſt forward conſiderably beyond their ſtation ; but re- 
membering my diſpoſition, which was touchy and impa- 
tient of controul, he ſmothered his chagrin, and attempted 


to recollect himſelf. With this view, he endeavoured to 


laugh, but, in ſpite of his teeth, broke out into a whimper, 5 
took up his waſh- ball and pewter- pot, ſcrubbed my beard _ 
with the one, and diſcharged the other upon my face. 
I took no notice of his confuſion, but after he had fully 
recovered himſelf, put him in mind of his right, and af- 
ſured him of my readineſs to ſurrender his effects when- 
ever he ſhould think proper to demand them. He was 
nettled at my inſinuation, which he thought proceeded 
from my diſtruſt of his friendſhip; and begged I would 
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never talk to him in that ſtrain again, unleſs I had a mind 
to break his heart. 

This good creature's unalterable friendſhip for me, af- 
fected me with the moſt grateful ſentiments, and acted as 
a ſpur to my reſolution of acquiring a fortune, that I 


might have it in my power to manifeſt my generoſity in 


my turn. For this purpoſe I determined to bring matters 
to a ſpeedy concluſion with Melinda; well knowing that 
a few ſuch nights as the laſt, would effectually incapaci- 


tate me from proſecuting that or —* other * 


While my meditation was buſied in planning out my 


future conduct, Mr. Banter favoured me with a viſit; 
and, after breakfaſt, alked how I had paſſed the preceding 


evening. 1 anſwered, I was very agreeably entertained | 
at a private houſe. © Yes (ſaid he, with a ſarcaſtic ſmile), 


you deſerved ſomething extraordinary for the price you 
paid.“ I was ſurpriſed at this remark, and pretended ig- 


norance of his meaning. © Come, come, Random (con- 
tinued he), you need not make a myſtery of it to me, the 


whole town has it. I with that foolith affair between you 
and Bragwell at Hampſtead had been leſs public. It has 
Het all the buſy-bodies at work to find out your real cha-. 
racter and ſituation; and you cannot imagine what con- 
jectures have already circulated at your expence. One 
| ſuſpects you to be a Jeſuit in diſguiſe ; another thinks you 
are an agent from the Pretender; a third believes you to 
be an upſtart gameſter, becauſe nobody knows any thing 
of your family or fortune; a fourth is of opinion that you | 
are an Iriſh fortune hunter.“ This laſt hypotheſis touched 
me ſo nearly, that, to conceal my contuſion, I was fain to 


interrupt his detail, and damn the world for an envious 


meddling community, that would not ſuffer a gentleman 
to live without moleſtation. He took no notice of this 


apoſtrophe, but went on, © For my own part, I neither 
know, nor defire to know, who, or what you are; this I 


am certain of, that few people make a myſtery of their 
origin or ftuation; who can boaſt of any thing advanta- 
geous in either; and my own opinion of the matter ie, 

that you have raiſed yourſelf by your induſtry, from no- 


thing to the appearance you now maintain, and Which you 
endeavour to ſupport Dy ſome matrimonial ſcheme.” 
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Here he fixed his eyes ſtedfaſtly upon me, and perceiving 
my face covered with bluſhes, told me, now he was con- 
firmed in his opinion ;—© Look ye, Random (ſaid he), 
I have divined your plan, and am confident it will never 
ſucceed. You are too honeſt, and too ignorant of the 


town, to practiſe the neceſſary cheats of your profeſſion, 


and detect the conſpiracies that will be formed againſt 
ou. Beſides, you are downright baſhful- what the de- 
vil! ſet up for a fortune hunter before you have conquered 


the ſenſe of ſhame ! Perhaps you are entitled by your me- 
rit, and I believe you are, to a richer and better wife than 


Melinda; but, take my word for it, ſhe is not to be won 
at that rate; or, if you are ſo lucky as to carry her, be- 


tween you and me, you may fay as Teague did, By my foul, 


I have gained als! She would take care to ſpend her 
ſortune in a twinkling, and ſoon make you ſick of her ex- 
travagance.” I was alarmed by his diſcourſe, while I re- 


ſented the freedom of it, and expreſſed my diſguſt, by 
telling him, he was miſtaken in my intentions, and de- 
firing he would give me leave to regulate my conduct ac- 
_ cording to the dictates of my own reaſon. He made an 
_ apology for the liberty he had taken, and aſcribed it to the 


_ warmth of his friendſhip for me; as an uncommon in- 


| ſtance of which, he borrowed five guineas, aſſuring me, 
there were very few people in the world whom he would 
ſo far favour with his confidence. I gave him the 
money, and profeſſed myſelf ſo well convinced of his ſin- 
cerity, that he had no occaſion to put it to ſuch extraor- 
dinary proofs for the future. © thought (ſaid he) to 


have aſked five pieces more, but hearing you was bubbled 


of eighteen laſt night, I preſumed you night be out of 
caſh, and reſolved to model my demand accordingly.” 1 


could not help admiring the cavalier behaviour of this 


ſpark, of whom I deſired to know his reaſon for ſaying 1 
was bubbled. He then gave me to underſtand, that, be- 
fore he came to my lodgings, he had beat up Tom Toſsle, 
Who, having been preſent, informed him of the particu- 
lars, rehearſed all the fine things I ſaid to Melinda, with 
which he propoſes to entertain the town; and, among 


other circumſtances, aſſured him, my miltreſs cheated with 


ſo little art, that nobody but a mere novice could have 


been impoſed upon. 
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The thoughts of becoming a ſubject of raillery for cox- 
combs, and loſing my money to boot, ſtung me to the 
quick; but I made a virtue of my indignation, and ſwore 
that no man ſhould, with impunity, either aſperſe the 
character of Melinda, or turn my behaviour into ridicule. 
He replied in a dry manner, that I would find it an Her- 


culean taſk to chaſtiſe every body who would laugh at my 


expence; and as for the character of Melinda, he did not 
ſee how it could ſuffer by what was Jaid to her charge ; 


for that cheating at cards, far from being reckoned a ble- 
miſh among people of faſhion, was looked upon as an 


honourable indication of ſuperior genius and addreſs. 


„ But Jet us wave this ſubject (ſaid he), and go to the 


coffechouſe, 1 in order to make a Xn for dinner,” 


15 


CHAPTER IVI. 


— 


5 V. * repair to che 9 1 4 we e a curious Jifpute be- 


tween Wagtail and Medlar, which is referred to our Gecilion=tl 
doctor gives an account of his experiment—-Medlar is roaſted by Ban- 
ter at che e old ee 8 advice to me. 


88 as willing to trop the . a8 ihe 6 to propoſe it it, 

I accompanied him thither, where we found Mr. Medlar : 

and Dr. Wagtail diſputing upon the word Cigſtard, which 
the phyſician affirmed ſhould be ſpelled with a G, becauſe 

it was derived from the Latin verb guflare, © to taſte.” 

But Medlar pleaded cuſtom in behalf of C, obſerving, 

that, by the doctor's rule, we ought to change pudding 
into budding, becauſe it is derived from the French word 


Boudin ; and in that caſe why not retain the original or- 
thography and pronunciation of all the foreign words we 
have adopted; by which means our language would be- 


come a difſonant 3 jargon, without ſtandard or propriety. 


'The controverſy was referred to us; and Banter, notwith- 
ſtanding his real opinion to the contrary, decided it in 


_ favour of Wagtail : Upon which the peeviſh annuitant 


aroſe, and uttering the monoſyllable Pith |! with 1 85 


| emphaſis, removed to another table. 


We then inquired of the doctor what orogreſs he had 


| made in the experiment of diſtilling tinder-water; 3 and he 
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told us he had been at all the glaſs-houſes about town, but 
could find nobody who would undertake to blow a retort 
large enough to hold the third part of the quantity preſcrib- 
ed; but he intended to try the proceſs on as much as would 
produce five drops, which would be ſufficient to prove the 
ſpecific, and then he would make it a parliamentary affair; 
that he had already purchaſed a conſiderable weight of rags, 
in reducing which to tinder, he had met with a misfortune, 
which had obliged him to change his lodgings ; for he 
had gathered them in a heap on the floor, and ſet fire to 
them with a candle, on the ſuppoſition that the boards 
would ſuſtain no damage, becauſe it is the nature of 
flame to aſcend ; but by ſome very extraordinary accident, 
the wood was traded, and began to blaze with great vio- 
lence, which diſordered him ſo much, that he had not 
_ preſence of mind enough to call for aſſiſtance, and the 
whole houſe muſt have been conſumed, with him in the 
midſt of it, had not the ſmoke that rolled out of the win- 
dows in clouds, alarmed the neighbourhood, and brought 
people to his ſuccour. That he had loſt a pair of black 
velvet breeches and a tie wig in the hurry, beſides the ex- 
pence of the rags, which were rendered uſeleſs by the 
water uſed to quench the flame, and the damage of the 
floor, which he was compelled to repair. That his land- 
lord, believing him diſtracted, had inſiſted on his quitting 
his apartment at a minute's warning, and he was put to 
incredible inconvenience; but now he was ſettled in a 
very comfortable houſe, and had the uſe of a large paved 
yard for preparing his tinder: So that he hoped in a very | 
tort time to reap the fruits of his labour. 
After having congratulated the doctor on his proſpect, 
and read the papers, we repaired to an auction of pic- 
tures, where we entertained ourſelves an hour or two. 
From thence we adjourned to the Mall, and after two or 
three turns, went back to dinner, Banter afluring us, that 
he intended to roaſt Medlar at the ordinary; and indeed 
we were no ſooner ſet than this Cynic began to execute 
| his purpoſe, by telling the old gentleman, that he looked 
; extremely well, conſidering the little ſleep he had enjoyed 
laſt night. To this compliment Medlar made no reply, 
but by a ſtare accompanied with a ſignificant grin; - and 
: Banter went on thus: “ I don't t know whether molt to 
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_ admire, the charity of your mind, or the vigour of your 
body. Upon my ſoul, Mr. Medlar, you do generous 
things with the beſt taſte of any man I know : You ex- 
tend your compaſſion to real objects, and exact only ſuch 
returns as they are capable of making. You muſt know, 
gentlemen (ſaid he, turning to the company), I had been 
up moſt part of the night with a friend who is ill of a 
fever, and on my return home this morning chanced to 
paſs by a gin-ſhop ſtill open, whence iſſued a confuſed 
ſound of mirth and jollity : Upon which I popped in my 
head, and perceived Mr. Medlar dancing bare-headed in 
the midſt of ten or twenty ragged bunters, who rejoiced 
at his expence. But indeed, Mr. Medlar, you ought not 
to ſacrifice your conſtitution to your benevolence. Con- 
ſider you grow old apace ; and therefore have a reverend 
care of your health, which muſt certainly be very much 
impaired by theſe nocturnal expeditions.” The teſty ſe- 
nior could no longer contain himſelf, but cried haſtily, 
„ Tis well known that your tongue is no ſlander.” «1 
think (ſaid the other) you might ſpare that obſervation, 
as you are very ſenſible, that my tongue has done you 
ſignal ſervice on many occaſions. You may remember, 
that when you made your addrefſes to the fat widow, 
who kept a public houſe at Iſlington, there was a report 
| ſpread very much to the prejudice of your manhood, 
which coming to the ears of your miſtreſs, you was dil- 
_ carded immediately, and I brought matters to a recon- 
ciliation, by aſſuring her you had three baſtards at nurſe in 
the country: How you ruined your own affair afterwards, 
it is neither my buſineſs nor inclination to relate.” This 
_ anecdote, which had no other foundation than in Banter's 
own invention, afforded a good deal of mirth to every 
body preſent, and provoked Mr. Medlar beyond all ſuf- 
ferance; ſo that he ſtarted up in a mighty paſſion, and, 
forgetting that his mouth was full, beſpattered thoſe who 


fat next to him, while he diſcharged his indignation in a 


volley of oaths, and called Banter inſignificant puppy, 
impertinent jackanapes, and an hundred ſuch appella- 
tions; telling the company, he had invented theſe falſe 
malicious aſperſions, becauſe he would not lend him mo- 
ney to ſquander away upon rooks and whores. A very 
likely ſtory (ſaid Banter), that I ſhould attempt to borrow 
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money of a man who is obliged to practiſe a thouſand 
ſhifts to make his weekly allowance hold out till Satur- 
day's night. Sometimes he ſleeps four and twenty hours 


at a ſtretch, by which means he ſaves three meals, beſides 


coffeehouſe expence. Sometimes he is fain to put up 
with bread and cheeſe and ſmall bear for dinner; and 
ſometimes he regales on two penny worth of ox cheek in 
| a cellar.” *© You are a lying miſcreant (cried Medlar, in 

an ecſtaſy of rage), I can always command money enough 


to pay your tailor's bill, which I am ſure is no trifle ; and 


J have a good mind to give you a convincing proof of my 


circumſtances, by proſecuting you for defamation, ſirrah.“ 


By this time the violence of his wrath had deprived him 


of his appetite, and he fat filent, unable to ſwallow one 
mouthful, while his tormentor enjoyed his mortification, 
and increaſed his chagrin, by adviſing him to lay in plen- 


tifully for his next day's faſt. 


Dinner being ended, we came down ſtairs to the cof- 
feeroom, and Banter went away to keep an appointment, 


ſaying, he ſuppoſed he ſhould ſee Wagtail and me in the 


evening at the Bedford coffeehouſe. He was no ſooner 
gone, than the old gentleman took me aſide, and ſaid, he 
was ſorrow to ſee me fo intimate with that fellow, Who 
was one of the moſt graceleſs rakes about town, and had 
already waſted a good eſtate and conſtitution upon har- 
lots; that he had been the ruin of many a young man, 
by introducing them into debauched, company, and ſet- 
ting a lewd example of all manner of wickedneſs; and 
that, unleſs I was on my guard, he would ſtrip me in a 
ſhort time both of my money and reputation. I thanked 
him for his information, and promiſed to conduct myſelf 
accordingly, wiſhing, however, his caution had been a 
few hours more early, by which means I might have 
| ſaved five guineas. Notwithſtanding this intelligence, 1 
Was inclineable to impute ſome part of the charge to 
Medlar's revenge for the liberties taken with him at din- 
ner; and, therefore, as ſoon as I could diſengage myſelf, _ 
applied to Wagtail for his opinion of the character in 
queſtion ; reſolved to compare their accounts, allowing 
for the prejudice of each, and to form my judgment upon 


both, without adhering ſtrictly to either. The doctor 
aſſured me, that he was a very pretty gentleman of fa- 
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mily and fortune; a ſcholar, a wit, a critic, and perfectly 


well acquainted with the town; that his honour and 


courage were unqueſtionable, though ſome extravagancies 
he had been guilty of, and his talents for ſatire, had pro- 
cured him enemies, and made ſome people ſhy of his ac- 
quaintance. From theſe different ſketches, I concluded 
that Banter was a young fellow of ſome parts, who had 


ſpent his fortune, but retained his appetites, and fallen 


out with .the world, becauſe he could not — 7 it to 
his wiſh. 


1 went to the Bedford colfechouſs. i in hats evening, where 


I met my friends, from thence proceeded to the play, and 


airway carried them home to my lodgings, where we 
lupped 1 in ne good humour. 


CHAPTER XIIX. 


1. receive a a challenge the conſequences of che qinizret being made up, 
am put in arreſt, by the care and affection of Strapbut immediately 
releaſed upon explaining my affair the behaviour of Mr. Oregan and 
his two friends—1 viſit Melinda, whom I divert with an account of 
the duel—propoſe marriage — ſſie refers the matter to her mother, of 

whom I make a ſolemn demand of her e eee — N 8 be- 
haviourel am nn their dildain. 


Was I was BY] to go 5 next day, Strap brought - 
me a letter, To Mr. Random Eſq. 779% — Which, upon 


opening, I found contained a challenge, conceived in theſe 
very nene terms: D 


„ Gin... . 3 - | 
„ Warreas I am ad FW you make love to Miſs ” 


Melinda Gooſetrap—This is to let you know that ſhe is 
under promiſe of marriage to me; and that I am at this 
preſent waiting at the back of Montague-houſe, with a | 
pair of good piſtols in my hand; and if you will keep 

your apppointment, I will make your tongue confeſs (at- 


der the breath is out of your body) that you do not de- 
| ſerve her ſo well as 


1 Kc. 5 
Rounk OREGAN.” 
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[ gueſſed from the ſtyle and ſubſcription of this billet, 
that my rival was a true Mileſian, and was not a little 
uneaſy at the contents, eſpecially that part in which he 
afſerted his right to my miſtreſs by promiſe, a circum- 
{tance I did not know how to reconcile to her good ſenſe 
and penetration. However, this was no time for me to 
decline the defiance, becauſe the ſucceſs of my addreſſes 
might in a great meaſure depend upon my behaviour in 
that affair. I therefore immediately loaded my piſtols, 
and betook myſelf ! in a hackney-coach to the place ap- 


pointed, where I found a tall raw-boned man, with a 
hard- featured countenance, and black buſhy beard, walk- 


ing by himſelf, wrapped up in a ſhabby great-coat, over 
which his own hair deſcended in a leathern queue, from 
his head, that . was covered with a greaſy hat trimmed 


with a tarniſhed point d' Efpagne. He no ſooner perceived 
me advancing, than he pulled a piſtol from his boſom, 
and preſenting it at me, ſnapped it without the leaſt pre- 


amble. Alarmed at this rude ſalutation, I made a ſtand; 


and before he could. adjuſt his other piece, fired one- of 
mine at him, without doing any damage. By this time 
he was ready with his ſecond, that flaſhed in the pan 
without going off: Upon Which he called, with a true 
Tipperary cadence, Fire away honey —and began to 
hammer his flint with great deliberation. But I was re- 
ſolved to make uſe of the advantage fortune had given me ; 
and therefore ſtepped up, without throwing away my fire, 


defiring him to alk his life, or prepare for another world; 
but this ſtout Hibernian refuſed to condeſcend, and com- 


plained bitterly of my having quitted my ground before 
he could return my ſhot ; ſaying I ought to go back to my 
| Ration, and let him have an equal chance with me. 1 
18 ndeavoured to perſuade him that I had given him a double 
chance already; ; and it was my buſineſs to prevent him 
trom enjoying a third but now, fince I had an oppor- 
tunity, I demanded a parley, and deſired to know his 
condition, and reaſon for calling me to the field, who, to 
the beſt of my remembrance, far from having done him 
any injury, had never before ſeen him. He told me, that 


ne was a gentleman of fortune, who had ſpent all he had, 
and hearing that Melinda had got ten thouſand pounds, 
ne intended to make himſelf maſter of that ſum by eſpouſ- 
Val, 1. 8 
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ing her, and was determined, in an honourable way, to 
cut the throats of all thoſe who ſtood between him and 
his beges. I then demanded to know the foundation of 
his hopes; and, now that I had ſeen him, being more 
and more aſtoniſhed at the circumſtance of the promiſe, 
deſired that he would explain that myſtery : He gave me 
to underſtand, that he truſted entirely to his birth and 

perſonal merit; that he had frequently written to Melin- 


da, ſetting forth his claim and pretenſions, but ſhe was 
never kind enough to ſend an anſwer, or even to admit 
him into her preſence z and that the promiſe he mention- 


ed in his letter was made by his friend Mr. Gahagan, who 
aſſured him, that no woman could reſiſt a man of his ap- 


pearance. I could not forbear laughing to excefs at the 


ſimplicity of my rival, who did not ſeem to reliſh my 
mirth, but began to be very ſerious : Upon which I en- 
deavoured to appeaſe him, by giving him my word and 
honour, that, far from prejudicing his addreſſes to the 


lady, I would repreſent him to her in tlie moſt favourable 
light I could with any regard to truth; but he muſt not 
be ſurpriſed if ſhe ſhould remain blind to his deſerts, for 
nothing was more capricious than a woman's mind, and 
the affection of that ſex was ſeldom purchaſed with ane 
alone. That my declaration might have the better effect, 
I took notice of his diſhabille, and profeſſing ſorrow at 
ſeeing a gentleman reduced, ſlipped two guineas into his 
hand; at ſight of which he threw away his piſtols, and, 


hugging me in his arms, cried, © Arrah, by Jeſus now, 
you are the beſt friend I have met with theſe ſeven long 


N years.” When I had ſuffered ſome minutes in his em- 
brace, he quitted me, and picking up his ruſty arms, 
' wiſhed the devil might burn him if he thould give me any 
further trouble about womankind. 


The quarrel being thus amicably compoſed, 1 begged £ 


| lows to look at his piſtols, which I found ſo crazy and ſo 


foul, that I believe it was happy for him neither of them 
was diſcharged, for one of them would certainly have ſplit 


in the going off, and he would, in all probability, have 
loſt his hand in the exploſion; but what gave me a lively 
idea of the man's character was to find, upon examina- 
tion, that one of them had been loaded without being 
primed, and the other primed without a charge. 


=. Fc = —_ 9 
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While we walked home together, I expreſſed a deſire 
of knowing my new friend's hiſtory ; and he informed me 
of his having ſerved in the German army as a volunteer 


againſt the Turks; that, for his behaviour at the ſiege of 
Belgrade, he had been honoured with an enſign's com- 
miſſion, and afterwards promoted to the rank of lieutenant, 
in which ſtation it was his misfortune to affront his cap- 


tain, who challenged him to the field, and was killed in 


the duel, upon which he was obliged to retreat that he 


had been | in England ſome years ſoliciting his friends for 


proviſion in the Britiſh army ; but being hitherto unſuc- 
_ ceſsful, was deſired by Mr. Gahagan to turn his thoughts 
to matrimony, and make his fortune by an advantageous : 


match; in conſequence of which advice, he had made uy 


to Melinda, and having heard, by means of an Iriſh foot- 
man in the family, that I was her chief favourite, had 
called me out, in hopes of removing by my death, the 


greateſt. obſtruction to his deſires; but now he was con- 
vinced of my honour and generoſity, he ſwore by the 


bleſſed Virgin, he would think of her no more, if there 
was not another woman in the world. As a farther proof 
of his veracity, which I did not at all doubt, he opened 
an old iron ſnuff-box, and pulled out his commiſhon in 
the Imperial army, and his captain's challenge, which he 
preſerved as teſtimonials of his character. I was fo well 
convinced of this poor man's honeſty and courage, that I 
determined to ſpeak in his behalf to ſome of my acquaint- 
ance, who might recommend his caſe to the conſideration 
of thoſe who could provide for him; and in the mean 
time to accommodate him with a few clothes, by which 
his appearance would be much mended, and himſelf en- 
abled to renew his ſolicitations in perſon. 


As we walked along, converſing ſocially together, we 


were met by a file of muſketeers, and Strap at their head * 
who no ſooner approached, than, with a frantic look, he 
cried, © ſeize them !—in the name of God | ſeize then. 
: —We were accordingly ſurrounded, and I put in arreſt 
| by the corporal who was commanning officer; but Cap- 
tain Oregan diſengaged himfelf, and ran with ſuch ſpeed 
towards Tottenham-court-road, that he was out of tight 
in a moment. When my arms were delivered up, and 
myſelf lecured, Strap became a little more compoled, and ; 
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aſked pardon for the liberty he had taken, which he hoped 
I would excuſe, as it proceeded from his affection. He 
then told me, that, ſuſpecting the letter (which by the 
by was brought by the author himſelf) contained ſome- 
thing extraordinary, he had peeped through the key-hole, 
and ſeen me load my piſtols ; upon which he ran down 

to Whitehall, and applied to the officer on guard for a 
party to put me in arreſt ; but before he returned, I was 
gone in a coach; that he had inquired which way 1 went, 
and having heard that duels were commonly fought at the 
back of Montague-houſe, he conducted the guard to this 
place where he thanked God for having found me ſafe 
and found. I gave him to underſtand, that I forgave his 
officious concern for once, but cautioned him in pretty 


| ſevere terms, for making me the ſubject of idle converſa- | 


tion for the future; then turning to the cotporal, thank 
ed him for his care, and gave him a crown to drink with 
his men, aſſuring him that the rencontre was over long 
before he came up, and every thing compromiſed, as he 
might have obſerved by our behaviour; as a farther proof 
of which he would find, upon examination, that one of 
my piſtols had been diſcharged ; ;—but this civil perſon, 
without giving himſelf or me any further trouble, re- 
_ ceived the bounty with a thouſand bows and acknow- _ 
n and ee the piſtols, releaſed me imme 
diately. . 
He was not gone a hundred yards, when: my friend 
Oregan came up, in order to reſcue me, with two tat- 

ter-demalions whom he had engaged for that purpoſe 
about the purlieus of St. Giles's: one of them was armed 


With a muſket that wanted a lock, and another with a 


ruſty broad ſword; but their dreſs ſurpaſſed all deſcrip- 
tion. When he underſtood J was already free, he made 
an apology for his abrupt departure, and introduced 
me to his two companions : Firſt, to counſellor Fitz-clab- 
ber, who, he told me, was then employed in compiling 
a a hiſtory of the kings of Munſter, from Iriſh manuſcripts; 
and then to his friend Mr. Gahagan, who was a profound 
philoſopher and politician, and had projected many excel- | 
lent ſchemes for the good of his country. But it ſeems 
theſe literati had been very ill rewarded for their ingenious 
labours; 5 for between them both there was but one fit 


ä 
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and a half pair of breeches. I thanked them very kindly 
for their readineſs to aſſiſt me, and having offered my ſer- 
vice in my turn, bade them good morrow, deſiring Ore- 
gan to accompany me to my lodgings, where he was fit- 


ted with decent clothes from my wardrobe, ſo much to 
his ſatisfaction, that he ſwore eternal gratitude and friend- 
ſhip to me, and, at my requeſt, recounted all the adven- 


tures of Bis life. | 


In the afternoon I waited on Melinda, who received 


me with great kindneſs and familiarity, and laughed ex- 
ceſhvely at my adventure with the Iriſhman, to whoſe 
withes the was no ſtranger, having more than a dozen 


letters in her poſſeſſion, which he had wrote to her on 
the ſubject of love, and which, for my entertainment, 


ſne ſubmitted to my peruſal. Having made ourſelves 


merry at the expence of this poor admirer, I ſeized the 
opportunity of her mother's going out of the room, and 
introduced my own pathon, which I recommended to her 


with all the ardour and eloquence I was maſter of. I 


flattered, ſighed, ſwore, entreated, and acted a thouſand 

_  extravagancies, in hopes of making ſome impreſſion on 
her heart; but ſhe heard every thing I ſaid without dif- 
covering the leaſt emotion; and other company came in, 
before ſhe would vouchſafe one ſerious reply. After tea, 
the cards were brought in, according to cuſtom, and it 
was my good fortune to have Melinda for my partner; by 

which means inſtead of loſing, I came off with five gui- 


neas clear gain. 


town, ſuch as plays, operas, maſquerades, drums, aſſem- 


blies, and puppet-ſhows; chiefly in company with Melin- 
da, whom I cultivated with all the eagernets and addreſs 
that my proſpect could inſpire, and my education afford; 
1 ſpared neither my perſon nor my purſe, to gratify her 
vanity and pride; my rivals were intimidated, and indeed 
outſhone; and, after all, I began to fear that the dear 
creature had not a heart to loſe. At laſt, finding myſelf _ 
unable to ſupport the expence of this amour much longer, 
I was determined to bring the matter to a criſis; and ons 


_ evening, while we were together by ourſelves, complain- 
ed of her indifference, deſcribed the tortures of ſuſpenſe 
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to a loveſick mind, and preſſed her to diſcloſe her ſenti- 
ments of matrimony and me, with ſuch earneſtneſs, that 
| ſhe could not, with all her art, ſhift the ſubject, but was 
obliged to come to an eclairciſſement. She told me with 
a careleſs air, that ſhe had no objection to my perſon, 
and, if I could ſatisfy her mother in other particulars, I 
ſhould not find her averſe to the match; but ſhe was 
reſolved to do nothing in ſuch a momentous concern, 
without the advice and conſent of her parent. This 
was no very agreeable declaration to me, whoſe aim 
had been to win her inclination firſt, and then ſecure 
my conqueſt by a private marriage, to which I flat- 
tered myſelf ſhe would expreſs no reluctance. That I 
might not, however, deſert my cauſe before it was def- 
perate, I waited on her mother, and with great formality 
_ demanded the daughter in marriage. The good lady, 
| who was a very notable woman, behaved with great ſtate 
and civility ; thanked me for the honour I intended her 
family; and ſaid, ſhe did not doubt that I was in all re- 
ſpects qualified to make a woman happy; but it concern- 
ed her, as a parent anxious about the welfare of her child, 
_ to inquire into the particulars of my fortune, and know 
what ſettlement I propoſed to make. To this intimation, 
which would have utterly diſconcerted me if I had not 
expected it, I replied, without heſitation, that, though 
my fortune was very ſmall, I was a gentleman by birth and 
education, would maintain her daughter in the ſphere of a 
gentlewoman, and ſettle her own dowry on her and her heirs 
tor ever. This careful matron did not ſeem to reliſh my 
propoſal, but obſerved, with a demure countenance, that 
there was no neceſſity for ſettling that upon her child 
which was her own already: However, if I pleaſed, her 
lawyer ſhould confer with mine upon the matter; and, 
in the mean time, ſhe deſired I would favour her with 
the peruſal of my rent-roll. Notwithſtanding the vexa- 
tion I was under, I could ſcarce forbear laughing in her 
face, at the mention of my rent-roll, which was, indeed, 
a ſevere piece of ſatire upon my pretenfions. I frankly 
owned I had no landed eſtate z and told her, that I could | 
not exactly ſpecify the ſum I was maſter of, until I had 
regulated my affairs, which were at preſent in ſome dit- 
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order; but that I would take an opportunity of ſatisfying 


her on that head very ſoon. 


It was not long before I took my leave, and returned 


to my lodgings in a very melancholy mood, perſuaded 
that I had nothing more to expect from that quarter. I 
was confirmed in this opinion next day, when I went 


back with a view of explaining myſelf more fully to the 

old gentlewoman ; and was told by the footman, that his 
ladies were not at home, although I had ſeen Melinda 
through the blinds at a parlour window, as I went up 


to the door. Incenſed at this affront, I quited the door, 


without ſaying one word, and as I repaſſed the parlour, 


bowed to Miſs, who ſtill remained 1n the ſame ſituation, 


ſecurely ſcreened, as the thought, from my view. 


This difappointment gave me more uneaſineſs on Strap's 


account, than my own; for I was in no danger of dying 
for love of Melinda; on the contrary, the remembrance 
of my charming Narciſſa was a continual check upon my 
conſcience, during the whole courſe of my addreſſes; and 
perhaps contributed to the bad ſucceſs of my ſcheme, by 
controlling my raptures, and condemning my defign. _ 
There was a neceſſity for informing my companion of 
every thing that happened to me, and I performed this 
piece of duty in an affected paſhon, ſwearing I would be 
tis pack-horſe no longer, and defiring him to take the 
management of his affairs into his own hands. This fi- 
neſſe had the defired effect; for, inſtead of grumbling 
over my miſcarriage, Strap was frightened at the paſſion 
I feigned, and begged me, for the love of God, to be ap- 
peaſed ; obſerving, that, although we had ſaifered: a great 
| loſs, it was not irreparable; and if fortune frowned to- 
day, the might perhaps ſmile to-morrow. I pretended to 
acquieſce in his remarks, praiſe his equanimity, and pro- 
| mile to improve by misfortune. He, on the other hand, 
pretended to be perfectly well ſatisfied with my conduct, p= 
and conjured me to follow the dictates of my own reflec- | 
tion; but, in ſpite of all his affectation, I could perceive . 


his ee affliction, and his viſage ſenſibly increaſed 1 in 
. e from that 85 ; 
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CHAPTER II. 


N. 


long to be revenged on Melinda—apply to Banter for his aſſiſtance 
he contrives a ſcheme for that purpoſe, which is put in execution with 

great ſucceſs— I make an attempt on the heart of Miſs Gripewell, but 

am diſappointed—grow meiancholy at my diſappointment, and have 
recourſe to the bottle receive a billetdoux—am raviſhed with the con- 
tents—find myſelf involved in an intrigue, which I imagined would 
make my fortune—am confounded at my miſtake, which baniſhes all 
thoughts of matrimony. 1. B | 


Is the mean time, my attention was wholly engroſſed in 


ſearch of another miſtreſs and the defire of being reveng- 


ed on Melinda, in both which ſchemes I was very much 


aſſiſted by Billy Chatter, who was ſuch a neceſſary crea- 


ture among the ladies, that in all private dances he en- 


gaged the men. To him therefore I applied, deſiring he 


would introduce me to a partner of ſome figure at the 


next private aſſembly, for the ſake of a frolic, the inten- 
tion of which I would afterwards communicate. Billy, 


| who had heard ſomething of a difference between Melin- 


da and me, immediately ſmoked part of my deſign, and 


„ 


thinking I only wanted to alarm her jealouſy a little, 
_ promiſed to gratify my deſire, by matching me with a 


partner worth thirty thouſand pounds, whom the ladies 


of this end of the town had lately taken under their ma- 
nagement and protection Upon further inquiry, I found 
this perſon's name was Miſs Biddy Gripewell ; that her 

father, who had been a pawnbroker, died inteſtate, by 


which means all his ſubſtance deſcended to his daughter, 


who was ſo little a favourite, that, could the old man 


have prevailed with his own rapacious diſpoſition to part 


with as much money as would have paid the expence of 
a will, ſhe would have inherited a ſixth part of his for- 


tune; that, during his life, far from being educated in a 


Way ſuitable to ſuch great expectations, ſhe was obliged _ 
to live like a ſervant wench, and do the moſt menial of- 
| ices in the family. But his funeral was no ſooner per- 
formed, than ſhe aſſumed the fine lady, and found ſo many 


people of both ſexes to flatter, careſs, and inſtruct her, 


that, for want of diſcretion and experience, ſhe was grown _ 


Iinſufferably vain and arrogant, and pretended to no [cls 


RODERICK RANDOM. 329 


than a duke or earl at leaſt for her huſband. That ſhe 
had the misfortune to be negleQed by the Engliſh quali- 
ty, but a certain poor Scottith lord was then making in- 


tereſt to be introduced to her acquaintance. In the mean 
time, ſhe was fallen into the hands of a notable lady, who 


had already diſpoſed of her to a lieutenant of foot, a di- 
ſtant relation of her ladyſhip's, though Miſs, as yet, knew 


nothing of the affair. And, laitly, that, if I propoſed to 
dance with her, I muſt give him leave to repreſent me as 


a knight or foreign count at leaſt. I was raviſlied at this 


piece of information, and conſented, for one night, to 
perſonate a French Marquis, that J might the caſier Tulfil 


my revenge. 


Having made the appointment with Chatter, l went to 
Banter's lodgings, as I had by this time conceived a great 


opinion of his penetration and knowledge; and, after I 
had enjoined ſecrecy, told him every clrovnſbiee of my 


diſgrace with Melinda, and imparted the plan I had pro- 
jected to mortify that proud coquette, deſiring his advice 
in improving, and alliltance in executing the ſcheme. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to his miſanthropical 
| temper, than an account of her behaviour and my reſent- 
ment: He applauded my reſolution, and propoſed that I 
ſhould not only provide myſelf with a proper partner, but 
Alo procure ſuch an one for Miſs Gooletrap as ſhould in- 
fallibly entail upon her the ridicule of all her acquaintance : 
For this purpoſe he mentioned his barber, who, he ſaid, 
Was an exceeding coxcomb lately come from Paris, whoſe 
abſurd affectation and grimace would eafily paſs upon her 
for the ſprightly politeſſe of a gentleman improved by 
travel. I hugged him for this hint; and he aſſured me, 
it would be no difficult matter to make him believe, that 
Melinda, having ſeen him by accident, was captivated by 
huis appearance, and longed for his acquaintance. He 
actually engaged him on this pretence, aud painted his 
good fortune in ſuch colours, that the poor ſhaver was 
quite beſide himſelf with joy. He was immediately fitted 
with a tawdry ſuit of clothes belonging to Banter, and by 
him recommended to Chatter, as a very pretty fellow jut 
returned from his travels. Mr. Billy, who acted as a 
gentleman uſher to a great many of the fair ſex in and 
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about town, undertook at once to beſpeak Melinda in his 
behalf; and every thing happened according to my with, 

At the time appointed, I appeared dreſſed to the bet 
advantage; and, in the character of Marquis, had the 
honour of opening the ball with the rich heireſs, who at- 
tracted the eyes of the whole company, by the prodigious 
number of jewels with which ſhe was adorned. Among 
others, I perceived Melinda, who could no more conceal 
her envy than aſtoniſhment at my ſucceſs : Her curioſity 
was ſtill more flagrant and tormenting, for ſhe had never 
ſeen Miſs Gripewell before; and Chatter, who alone could 
give her any ſatisfaction on that head, was engaged in 
converſation at the other end of the room. I obſerved 
her impatience, and exulted in her chagrin ; and, after m 


partner was ſet, took the opportunity of paſſing by her to 


make a ſlight bow without ſtopping z which completed 
my triumph and her indignation. She changed colour, 
bridled up, aſſumed an air of diſdain, and flirted her fan 
with ſuch a fury, that it went to pieces in a moment, to 
the no ſmall entertainment of thoſe who ſat near and ob- 
ſerved hers: © = 
At length the metmjnorahoſed barber took ber out, and : 
ated his part with ſuch ridiculous extravagance, that the 
mirth of the whole company was excited at his expence, 


and his partner ſo much aſhamed, that, before the e 


dances began, ſhe retired in great confuſion, under pre- 
tence of being taken ſuddenly ill, and was followed by her 


gallant, who, no doubt, imagined her indiſpoſition was ; 


nothing but love; and laid hold of the occaſion of con- 


_ ducting her home, to comfort her, with an aſſurance of 


his entertaining a reciprocal paſſion. They were no ſooner 
gone, than an inquiſitive whiſper of © Who is he?” ran 
round the room; and Chatter could give no other intelli- 
gence about him, than that he was a man of fortune juſt 


returned from his travels: I, who alone was acquainted 


with his real quality, affected ignorance, well knowing 
that female curioſity would not reſt ſatisfied with ſuch a 
general account, and that the diſcovery would Proceed 
: with a better grace from any body than me. 

Meanwhile, I was tempted by the richneſs of the prize, 


do practiſe upon Miſs Gripewell's heart, but ſoon found 


85 it it too well fortified with pride and indifference to yield to 
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any efforts in my own character, and I neither would nor 
could preſerve the title I had borrowed longer than that 
night. 
Ns I expected, every thing came to light next day. 
The barber, in pure ſimplicity of heart, detected himſelf 
to Melinda, and diſcovered the foundation of his hopes : 
ſhe ſickened at the affront, and was aſhamed to ſhow her 
face in public for many weeks after this accident. Poor 
Chatter found it impoſſible to juſtify himſelf to her ſatis- 
faction; was in utter diſgrace with Miſs Gripewell, for 
having impoſed me updn her as a nobleman ; and ſuffered 
very much in bis character and influence — the ladies 2 
5 in general. DE 


Finding my 1 diminiſhed more . one lull, | 


and my project as little advanced as on the firſt day of 


my arrival in town, I began to deſpair of my ſucceſs, and 
grew melancholy at the proſpe& of approaching want. 
To diſpel the horrors of this fiend, I had recourſe to the 
bottle, and kept more company than ever. I became par- 


ticularly attached to the playhouſe, converſed with the 
actors behind the ſcenes, grew acquainted with a body f 


Templars, and in a ſhort time commenced a profeſſed wit 
and critic, Indeed I may ſay, without vanity, that I was 
much better qualified than any one of my companions, 
who were, generally ſpeaking, of all the creatures I ever 
converſed with, the moſt ignorant and afſuming. By 


means of theſe avocations, I got the better of care, and 


learned to ſeparate my ideas in ſuch a manner, that when. 
ever I was attacked by a gloomy reflection, I could ſhove 
it aſide, and call in ſome agreeable reverie to my afliſtance. 
This was not the caſe with Strap, who practiſed a thou- 


ſand ſhifts to conceal the ſorrow that preyed upon his car- 


_—_ reduced him to the refemblance of a mere 
-Kkeleton.: : 
While I thus „ in a ; thoughtleſs manner, towards 
poverty, Tone day received, by the penny-poſt, a letter 
Written in a woman's hand, containing a great many high- _ 
flown compliments, warm proteſtations of love, couched 
in a very poetical ſtyle, an earneſt deſire of knowing whe- 


ther or not my heart was engaged, by leaving an anſwer 


at a certain place, directed to R. B. and the whole ſub- 
ſeribed, i Your incognita.“ 1 was tranſported with Joy 
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on reading the contents of this billetdoux, which I ad- 
mired as a maſterpiece of tenderneſs and elegance, and 
was already up to the ears in love with the author, whom 
my imagination repreſented as a lady of fortune in the 
bloom of youth and beauty. Elevated with this conjec- 
ture, I went to work, and exhauſted my invention in 
compoſing an anſwer ſuitable to the ſublimity of her ſtyle, 
and the ardour of her ſentiments. I exprefſed my admi- 
ration of her wit in terms the moſt hyperbolical; and, 
while I acknowledged myſelf unworthy of her regard, 
declared myſelf enamoured of her underitanding ; and, in 
the moſt pathetic manner, implored the honour of an in- 
terview. Having finiſhed this performance, and commu- 
nicated it to Strap, who ſkipped about for joy, I deſpatched 
him with it to the place appointed, which was the houſe 
of a milliner not far from Bond Street, and deſired him to 
keep watch near the door for ſome time, that he might 
diſcover the perſon who ſhould call for it. In leſs than 
an hour he returned with a joyful countenance, and told 
me, that, ſoon after he had delivered the letter, a chair- 
man was called, to whom it was given, with directions to 
carry it to the houſe of a rich gentleman in the neighbour- 
| hood, whither he (Strap) followed him, and ſaw it put 
into the hands of a waiting woman, who paid the meſ- 
| ſenger, and ſhut the door: That, upon inquiry at an 
alchouſe hard by, where he called for a pint of beer, he 
_ underſtood, the gentleman to whom the houſe belonged 
had an only daughter, very handſome, who would inhe- 
rrit his whole eſtate, and who certainly was the author 
of the billet I had received. I was of the ſame opinion, 
and hugging myſelf in the happy proſpect, drefled im- 
mediately, and paſſed in great ſtate by the houſe that 
contained my unknown admirer. Nor was my vanity 
diſappointed; for I perceived a beautiful young creature 
| ſtanding at one of the windows of the dining-room, who, 
I imagined, obſerved me with more than common curi- 
oſity. That I might indulge her view, and at the ſame 
time feaſt my own, I affected to ſtop, and gave orders to 
gtrap, in the ſtreet, juſt oppolite to her ſtation, by which 
means I had an opportunity of ſeeing her more diſtinctly, r, 
and of congratulating myſelf on having made a conqueſt 
of 0 much perfection. In a few n minutes the retired, and 
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I betook myſelf to the ordinary, in a rapture of hope, 
which deprived me of appetite for that meal, and ſent me 
home in the evening to indulge my contemplation. | 
Early next day, I was favoured with another epiſtle 
from my unknown charmer, ſignifying her unutterable 
joy at the receipt of mine, which, while it made a tender 
of my heart, convinced her of the value of it. Above all 
things, ſhe profeſſed extreme pleaſure in finding me ſo 
much attached to her underſtanding, a circumſtance that 
not only flattered her in the moſt ſenſible part, but at the 
ſame time argued my own ſagacity. As for the inter- 
view I deſired, ſhe aſſured me, that I could not be more 
eager for ſuch an occaſion than ſhe 5 but ſhe mult not 


only ſacrifice a little more to decorum, but be ſatisfied of 


my honourable intentions, before ſhe would grant that 
requeſt : Meanwhile, ſhe gave me to underſtand, that al- 
though ſhe might owe ſome deference to the opinion of 
certain perſons, ſhe was reſolved, in an affair that fo 
nearly concerned her happineſs, to conſult her own in- 
elination, preferable to the advice of the whole world; 
eſpecially as ſhe was urged to ſuch condeſcenſion by no 
_ conſideration of fortune, what ſhe depended upon being 
her own without reſtriction or control. Struck with 
_ admiration at the philoſophy and ſelf-denial of my miſ- 
treſs, who ſeemed inſenſible of the beauty ſhe poſſeſſed, 
and, in particular, raviſhed with that piece of intelligence, 
by which I leartied her fortune was independent, I re- 
| ſumed the pen, launched out into encomiums on the dig- 


nity of her ſentiments, affected to undervalue the charms 


of external beauty, pretended to ground my paſſion on 


tte qualities of her mind, complained of her rigour in ſa- 


 crificing my repoſe to an over-ſcrupulous regard to de- 
corum, and declared the purity of my deſigns in the moſt 
ſolemn and pathetic vows. This performance being ſeal- 


5 ed and directed, was ſent to the place appointed, by - 


Strap, who, that we might be {till the more confirmed in 


codiur belief, renewed his watch, and in a little time brought 
back the ſame information as before, with this addition, 


that Miſs Sparkle (the name of my correſpondent), look- 
N ing out at the window, no ſooner ſaw the meſſenger ar- 
e chan ſhe ſhut the caſement in a ſort of beautiful 
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confuſſion, and diſappeared ; eager, no doubt to hear front 


the dear object of her love. 
My doubts now vaniſhed, the long- expected port ap- 
peared, and I looked upon myſelf as perfectly ſecure of 


that happineſs I had been in queſt of ſo long. After din- 
ner, I ſauntered, in company with Doctor W aigtail, to 
that part of the town in which my inamorata lived; and 


as he was a mere regiſter, inquired of him into the name, 
character, and fortune of every body who ꝓoſſeſſed a good 
houſe in the ſtreets through which we paſled z when it 
came to his turn to mention Sir John Sparkle, he repre- 


ſented him as a man of an immenſe eſtate, and narrow 


diſpoſition, who mewed up his only child, a fine young 


lady from the converſation of mankind, under the ſtric 
watch and inſpection of an old governante, who was ei- 
ther ſo honeſt, envious, or inſatiable, that nobody had 
been, as yet, able to make her a friend, or get acceſs to 
her charge, though numbers attempted it every day; not 


ſo much on account of her expectations from her father, 


who, being a widower, might marry again, and have ſons, 
as for a fortune of twelve thouſand pounds left her by an 
uncle, of which ſhe could not be deprived. This piece 
of news exactly tallying with the laſt part of the letter I 
had been honoured with in the morning, had ſuch an ef- 
fect on me, that any man, except Wagtail, might have 
obſerved my emotion; but his attention was too much 
engroſſed by the contemplation of his own importance, to 


ſuffer him to be aſfected with the deportment of any other 
body, unleſs it happened to be lo particular; that he could 


not help taking notice of it. 


When I had diſengaged myſelf 1 him, 1 Te A con- 


verſation grew inſipid to me, I went home and made 


Strap acquainted with the fruit of my reſearches. This 


faithful ſquire was almoſt choked with tranſports, and 
even wept with joy; but whether on account of hiniſelt 
or me, I ſhall not pretend to determine. Next day a 


third billetdoux was brought to me, containing many 


expreſſions of tenderneſs, mingled with ſome affecting 
| doubts, about the artifice of man, the inconſtancy of 
youth, and the jealouſy often attending the moſt ſincere 


paſſion; withal deſiring I would excuſe her, if ſhe ſhould 


try me a little longer, before ſhe declared herſelf beyond 
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the power of retracting. Theſe intereſting ſcruples added 
fuel to my flame, and impatience to my hope; I re- 
doubled my complaints of her indifference, and preſſed 
her to an aſhgnation with ſuch fervid entreaties, that, in 
a few days, ihe conſented to meet me at the houſe of 
that milliner who had forwarded all my letters. During 
the interval between the date of her promiſe and the 
hour of appointment, my pride ſoared beyond all reaſon 
and deſcription; 1 loſt all remembrance of the gentle 
LNarciſſa, and my thoughts were wholly employed in 
Planning triumphs over the malice and contempt of the 
world. 

At length the happy hour esd I flew to the place 5 
of rendezvous, and was 3 into an apartment, 
where I had not waited ten minutes, when I heard the 
ruſtling of filk, and the ſound of feet aſcending the 
| ſtairs : My heart took the alarm, and beat quick, my 
_ Cheeks glowed, my nerves thrilled, and my knees ſhook 
with ecſtaſy ! I perceived the door opening, ſaw a gold 
brocade We advance, and ſprung forward to embrace 
my charmer ? Heaven and earth ! how ſhall I paint my 

ſituation, when I found Miſs Sparkle converted into a 


— 


wrinkled hag turned of ſeventy ! I was ſtruck dumb with | 
| amazement, and petrified with horror ! 'This ancient Ur- 


ganda perceived my ditorder, and approaching with a lan- 


|  guiſhing air, ſeized my hand, aſking, in a ſqueaking tone, 


if I was indiſpoſed. Her monſtrous affectation completed 
dhe difguit I had conceived for her at firſt appearance; 
and it was a long time before I could command myſelf 
ſo much as to behave with common civility : At length, 
however, I recollected myſelf, and pronounced an apo- 
logy for my behaviour, which, I ſaid, proceeded from a 

_ dizzineſs that ſeized me all of a ſudden. My hoary dul- 


Cinea, who, no doubt, had been alarmed at my confuſion, 


no ſooner learned the cauſe to which I now aſcribed it, 

than ſhe diſcovered her joy in a thouſand amorous co- 

gquetries, and aitumed the ſprightly airs of a girl of fix- 
teen. One while, the ogled me with her dim eyes, 
quenched in rheum ; then, as if ſhe was aſhamed of that 


| freedom, ſhe affected to look down, bluſh, and play with 


her fan; then toſs her head, that I might not perceive a 
pally that ſhook it, aſk ſome childiſh queſtions with a 
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lifping accent, giggle and grin with her mouth ſhut, to 
conceal the ravages of time upon her tecth, leer upon me 
again, ſigh piteouſly, fling herſelf about in her chair to 
ſhow her agility, and act a great many more abſurdities 
that youth and beauty can alone excuſe. Shocked as! 
was at my diſappointment, my diſpoſition was incapable 
of affronting any perſon who loved me; I therefore en- 


deavoured to put a good face on the matter for the pre- 
ſent, reſolved to drop the whole affair as ſoon as I ſhould 
get clear of her company ; with this view, I uttered 


ſome civil things, and, in particular, defired to know 
the name and condition of the lady who had honoured 
me ſo much. She told me her name was Withers; that 

ſhe lived with Sir John Sparkle in quality of governeſs 


to his only daughter, in which ſituation ſhe had picked | 
up a comfortable ſufficiency to make her eaſy for life; 
that ſhe had the pleaſure of ſeeing me at church, where 


my appearance and deportment made ſuch an impreſſion 


upon her heart, that ſhe could enjoy no eaſe until ſhe had 
_ inquired into my character, which ſhe found ſo amiable 
in all reſpects, that ſhe yielded to the violence of her in- 


clination, and ventured to declare her paſſion, with too 


little regard, perhaps, to the decorum of her ſex; but 
ſhe hoped I would forgive a treſpaſs of which I myfelf 
Was, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe, and impute her intru- 
ſion to the irrefiſtible dictates of love. No decayed rake 
ever ſwallowed a bolus with more reluctance than I felt 
in making a reply ſuitable to this compliment, when, in- 
ſtead of the jewel, I found the crazy caſket only in my 
power; and yet my hopes began to revive a little, when 


I confidered, that, by carrying on the appearance of an 


_ intrigue with the duenna, I might poſſibly obtain acceſs 
to her charge. Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, my tem- 
per grew more ſerene, my reſerve wore off, I talked en ca- 
valier, and even made love to this antiquated coquette, 
who ſeemed extremely happy in her adorer, and ſpread 
all her allurements to make her imagined conqueſt more 
ſecure. The good woman of the houſe treated us with | 
tea and ſweet-meats, and afterwards withdrew, like a ci- 
vil experienced matron as ſhe was. Left us to our mu- 


tual endearments, Miſs Withers (for ſhe was ſtill a maid- 


en) began to talk of matrimony, and expreſſed fo much 
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impatience in all her behaviour, that had ſhe been fifty years 
younger, I might poſſibly have gratified her longing with- 
out having recourſe to the church; but this ſtep my vir- 
tue as well as intereſt forbade. When the inclinations of 
an old maid ſettle upon a young fellow, he is perſecuted 
with her addreſſes; but ſhould he oncegrant her the favour, 
he will never be able to diſentangle himſelf from her impor- 
tunities and reproaches. It was my buſineſs to defer the 
ceremony as long as poſſible, under the moſt ſpecious pre- 
tences, with a view of becoming acquainted with Miſs 
Sparkle, in the mean time; and I did not deſpair of ſucceſs, 
when I conſidered that, in the courſe of our correſpond- 

ence, I ſhould, in all probability, be invited to viſit my miſ- 
reſs in her own apartment, and by theſe means have an op- 
portunity of converſing with her charming ward. Pleaſed 


with this proſpect, my heart dilated with joy, I talked in 


raptures to the ſtale governante, and kiſſed her ſhrivelled 
hand with great devotion: She was ſo much tranſported 
with her good fortune, that ſhe could not contain her ec- 
Racy, but flew upon me like a tigreſs, and preſſed her ſkinny 
lips to mine; when (as it was no doubt concerted by her 
evil genius) a doſe of garlic ſhe had ſwallowed that morn- 
ing, to diſpel wind I ſuppoſe, began to operate with ſuch _ 
a ſudden exploſion, that human nature, circumſtanced as 
I was, could not endure the ſhock with any degree of 
temper. I loſt all patience and reflection, flung away 
from her in an inſtant, ſnatched my hat and cane, and 
ran down ſtairs as if the devil had me in purſuit, and 


could ſcarce refrain the convulſion of my bowels, which 


were grievoully offended by the perfume that aſſaulted 
me. Strap, who waited my return with impatience, ſee- 
ing me arrive in the utmoſt diſorder, ſtood motionleſs 
with apprehenſion, and durſt not inquire into the cauſe. 
Alfter I had waſhed my mouth more than once, and re- 

cruited my ſpirts with a glaſs of wine, I recounted to him 


every particular of what had happened; to which he made 


no other reply for ſome time, than lifting up his eyes, 
claſping his hands, and uttering a hollow groan. At 
length he obſerved, in a melancholy tone, that it was a 


thouſand pities my organs were ſo delicate as to be offend- 


ed with the ſmell of garlic: © Ah! God help us, ſaid 


_ _ not the {teams of garlic, no, nor of ſomething elſe 
rc 8 | . . 
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that would give me the leaſt uneaſineſs—ſee what it is to 
be a cobler's ſon.” I replied haſtily, © I wiſh then you 
would go and retrieve my miſcarriage.” At this ſuggeſtion 
he ſtarted, forced a ſmile, and left the room, ſhaking his 
head. Whether the old gentlewoman reſented my abrupt 
departure ſo much, that her love changed into diſdain, 

or was aſhamed to ſee me on account of her infirmity, I 
know not ; but I was never troubled again with her paſ- 


fon. — 


"hs — — — — — —— — 
CHAPTER II. 


I cultivate an acquaintance with two noblemen am introduced to Earl 
_ Strutwell—his kind promiſes and invitation—the behaviour of his por- 
ter and lacquey—he receives me with an appearance of uncommon af- 
fection—undertakes to ſpeak in my behalf to the miniſter—informs me 
of his ſucceſs, and wiſhes me joy introduces a converſation about Pe- 
tronius Arbiter—falls in love with my watch, which 1 preſs upon him 
Il make a preſent of a diamond ring to Lord Straddle—impart my 
; 33 fortune to Strap and Banter, who diſabuſes me, to my utter mor- 
- tlcation.,  - „ „ ES 5 


0 Barrl Ep hitherto in my matrimonial ſchemes, I began 
to queſtion my talents for the ſcience of fortune hunting, 
and to bend my thoughts towards ſome employment un- 
der the government. With the view of procuring which, 
I cultivated the acquaintance of Lords Straddle and S will- 
pot, whoſe fathers were men of intereſt at court. I found 
theſe young noblemen as open to my advances as I could 
deſire: I accompanied them in their midnight rambles, 
and often dined with them at taverns, where I had the 
honour of paying he means. ᷣ —— 8 
lone day took the opportunity, while T was loaded 
with proteſtations of friendſhip, to diſcloſe my deſire of 
being ſettled in ſome ſinecure, and to ſolicit their influ- _ 
ence in my behalf. Swillpot ſqueezing my hand, ſaid I 
might depend upon his ſervice, by God. The other ſwore 
that no man would be more proud than he to run my er- 
rands. Encouraged by theſe declarations, I ventured to 
expreſs an inclination to be introduced to their fathers, 
who were able to do my buſineſs at once. Swillpot 
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frankly owned he had not ſpoke to his father theſe three 
years; and Straddle aſſured me his father having lately 
diſobliged the miniſter, by ſubſcribing his name to a pro- 
teſt in the houſe of Peers, was thereby rendered incapa- 
ble of ſerving his friends at preſent; but he undertook to 
make me acquainted with Earl Strutwell, who was hand 
and glove with a certain perſon who ruled the roaſt. This 


offer I embraced with many acknowledgments, and plied 


him ſo cloſely, in ſpite of a thouſand evaſions, that he 
found himſelf under a neceſſity of keeping his word, and 
actually carried me to the levee of this great man, where 
he left me in a crowd of fellow-dependents, and was uth- 
_ ered to a particular cloſet audience; from whence in a 
few minutes he returned with his Lordſhip, who took me 
by the hand, aſſured me he would do me all the ſervice he 
could, and deſired to ſee me often. I was charmed with my 
reception, and although I had heard that a courtier's pro- 
miſe is not to be depended upon, I thought I diſcovered to 
much ſweetneſs of temper and candour in this Earl's coun- 
tenance, that I did not doubt of finding my account in his 
protection. I reſolved, therefore, to profit by this per- 
miſſion, and waited on him next audience day, when 
I was favoured with a particular ſmile, ſqueeze of the 
hand, and a whiſper, ſignifying that he wanted half an 

| hour's converſation with me in private, when he ſhould 
be diſengaged, and for that purpoſe deſired me to come 


and drink a diſh of chocolate with him to-morrow morn= 
ing. This invitation, which did not a little flatter my va- 


nity and expeCtation, I took care to obſerve, and went to 
his Lordſhip's houſe at the time appointed. Having rap- 
ped at the gate, the porter unbolted and kept it half open, 
placing himſelf in the gap, like ſoldiers in a breach, 

to diſpute my paſſage. I aſked if his Lord was ſtirring ! 
He anſwered with a ſurly aſpect, © No.” „At what 
hour does he commonly riſe ?” ſaid I: «© Sometimes ſoon- 
er, ſometimes later,” fad he, cloſing the door upon me 
by degrees. I then told him, I was come by his Lord- 
ſhip's own appointment; to which intimation this Cerbe- 


rus replied, “ I have received no orders about the matter; 


Amd was upon the point of ſhutting me out, when I recol- 
_ tected mylelf all of a ſudden, and flipping a crown into his 
land, begged as a favour that he would inquire, and let 


* 
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me know whether or not the Earl was up. The grim ja- 
nitor relented at the touch of my money, which he ok 
with all the indifference of a tax-gatherer, and ſhowed me 
into a parlour, where, he ſaid, I might amuſe myſelf till 
ſuch time as his Lord ſhould be awake. I had not fat ten 
minutes in this place, when a footman entered, and, with- 
out ſpeaking, ſtared at me; I interpreted this piece of his 
behaviour into, Pray, Sir, what is your bufineſs ?” and 
aſked the ſame queſtion I had put to the porter, when I ac- 
coſted him firſt. The lacquey made the fame reply, and diſ- 
appeared before I could get any further intelligence. In a 
little time he returned, on pretence of poking the fire, 
and looked at me again with great earneſtneſs; upon 
which I began to perceive his meaning, and tipping him 
with half a crown, deſired he would be ſo good as to fall 
upon ſome method of letting the Earl know that I was in 
the houſe. He made a low bow, faid, “ Yes, Sir,” and 
vaniſhed. This bounty was not thrown away, for i in an 
inſtant he came back, and conducted me to a chamber, 
where I was rectived with great kindneſs and familiarity 
by his Lordſhip, whom I found juſt riſen, in his morning 
' gown and flippers. After breakfaſt, he entered into a 
particular converſation with me about my travels, the re- 
marks I had made abroad, and examined me to the full 
extent of my underſtanding. My anſwers ſeemed to 
pleaſe him very much ; he frequently ſqueezed my hand, 
and looking at me with a ſingular complacency in his : 
countenance, bade me depend upon his good offices with 
the miniſtry in my behalf.“ Young men of your qua - 
üfications (fad he) ought to be cheriſhed by every admi- 
niſtration. For my own part, I ſee ſo little merit in the 
world, that I have laid it down as a maxim, to encourage 
the leaſt appearance of genius and virtue to the utmoſt of 
my power—you have a great deal of both; and will not 
fail of making a figure one day, if I am not miſtaken; 
but you mult lay your account with mounting by gradual = 
ſteps to the ſummit of your fortune. Rome was not 
built in a day. As you underſtand the languages per- 
kectly well, how would you like to croſs the ſea as ſccre- 
_ tary to an embaſſy i * 1 aſſured his Lordſhip, with great 
_ eagerneſs, that nothing could be more agreeable to my 
inclination: Upon which he bade me make myleli caly, 
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my buſineſs was done, for he had a place of that kind in 
his view. This piece of generoſity affected me ſo much, 
that I was unable for ſome time -to expreſs my gratitude, 
which at length broke out in acknowledgments of my 

own unworthineſs, and encomiums on his benevolence. 
I could not even help ſhedding tears at the goodneſs of 


this Noble Lord, who no ſooner perceived them than he 


caught me in his arms, and hugged and kiſſed me with a 


ſeemingly paternal affection. Confounded at this un- 


common inſtance of fondneſs for a ſtranger, I remained 
a few moments filent and aſhamed, then roſe and took 


my leave, after he had aſſured me that he would ſpeak to 


the miniſter in my favour that very day; and defied that 


I would not for the future give myſelf the trouble of at- 
tending at his levee, but come at the ſame hour every 
day when he thould be at leiſure, that is, three times a 


Weeks: ht 1 „„ 
Though my hopes were now very ſanguine, I deter- 
mined to conceal my proſpect from every body, even 


from Strap, until I ſhould be more certain of ſucceſs; 
and, in the mean time, give my patron no reſpite from 
my ſolicitations. When I renewed my viſit, I found the 
ſtreet door open to me, as if by enchantment; but, in 


my paſſage towards the preſence room, I was met by the 


valet de chambre, who caſt ſome furious looks at me, the 
meaning of which I could not comprehend. The Earl 


| ſaluted me at entrance with a tender embrace, and wiſh- 


ed me joy of his ſucceſs with the Premier, who, he ſaid, 
had preferred his recommendation to that of two ther 


noblemen very urgent in behalf of their reſpeCtive friends, 


and abſolutely promiſed that I ſhould go to a certain 
foreign court, in quality of ſecretary to an Ambaſſador 
and Plenipotentiary, who was to ſet out in a few weeks, 


on an affair of vaſt importance to the nation. I was 


thunderſtruck with my good fortune, and could make no 
other reply, than kneel, and attempt to kiſs my benefac- 
tor's hand; which ſubmiſſion he would not permit, but, 
raiſing me up, preſſed me to his breaſt with ſurpriſing 
emotion, and told me he had now taken upon himſelf 
the care of making my fortune. What enhanced the 
value of the benefit ſtill the more, was his making light 
of the favour, and ſhifting the converſation to another 
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ſubject : Among other topics of diſcourſe, that of the 
Belles Lettres was introduced, upon which his Lordſhip 
held forth with great taſte and erudition, and diſcovered an 
intimate knowledge of the authors of antiquity. © Here's 
a book (ſaid he, taking one from his boſom), written with 
great elegance and ſpirit, and though the ſubject may 
give offence to ſome narrow-minded people, the author 
will always be held in eſteem by every perſon of wit and 
learning.“ So faying, he put into my hand. Petronius 
Arbiter, and aſked my opinion of his wit and manner. I 
told him, that, in my opinion, he wrote with great eaſe 
and vivacity, but was withal ſo lewd and indecent, that 


he ought to find no quarter or protection among people | 


of morals and taſte. IJ own (replied the Earl), that his 
_ taſte in love is generally decried, and indeed condemned 
by our laws; but perhaps that may be more owing to 
prejudice and miſapprehenſion, than to true reaſon and 
deliberation. The beſt man among the ancients is ſaid 
to have entertained that paſſion z one of the wiſeſt of 
their legiſlators has permitted the indulgence of it in 
his commonwealth ; the moſt celebrated poets have not 
icrupled to avow it: At this day it prevails not only over 
all the eaſt, but in molt parts of Europe; in our own 
country it gains ground apace, and in all probability will 


become in a ſhort time a more faſhionable vice than 


limple fornication. Indeed, there is ſomething to be faid 
in vindication of it; for, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of 
the law againſt offenders in this way, it muſt be con- 
feſſed that the practice of this paſſion is unattended with 
that curſe and burden upon ſociety, which proceeds from 
| a race of miſerable and deſerted baſtards, who are either 
murdered by their parents, deſerted to the utmoſt want 


and wretchedneſs, or bred up to prey upon the common- 


wealth: And it likewiſe prevents the debauchery of many 

; a young maiden, and the proſtitution of honeſt men's 
wives; not to mention the conſideration of health, which | 
is much leſs liable to be impaired in the gratification of 
this appetite, than in the exerciſe of common venery, 
which, by ruining the conſtitutions of our young men, 
has produced a puny progeny, that degenerates from ge- 
_ neration to generation: Nay, I have been told, that there 
is another motive, perhaps more powerful chan all thele, 


- 
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that induces people to cultivate this inclination, namely 
the exquiſite pleaſure attending its ſucceſs.” 


From this diſcourſe, I began to be apprehenſive that 


his Lordſhip, finding I had travelled, was afraid I might 
have been infected with this ſpurious and ſordid deſire 
abroad, and took this method of ſounding my ſentiments 
on the ſubject. Fired at this ſuppoſed ſuſpicion, I ar- 
gued againſt it with great warmth, as an appetite unna- 
tural, abſurd, and of pernicious conſequence ; 3 and de- 


clared my utter deteſtation and abhorrence of it in theſe 


lines of the ſatiriſt ; 


Eternal infamy the wretch 9 | 

Who planted firſt that vice on Britiſh ground! 
A vice! that, ſpite of ſenſe and nature, reigns, 
And protons genial * and manhood Rains.” 


The Earl ſmiled at my indignation, told me he KY 
glad to find my opinion of the matter ſo conformable to 
his own, and that what he had advanced was only to pro- 
voke me to an anſwer, with which he Profeſſed himſelf 


perfectly well pleaſed. 


After I had enjoyed a long audience, I happened to 
| look at my watch, in order to regulate my motions by it; 
and his Lordſhip obſerving the chaſed caſe, defired to ſee 
the device, and examine the execution, which he approved 
with ſome expreſſions of admiration. Confidering the ob- 


ligations I lay under to his Lordſhip, I thought there could 


not be a fitter opportunity than the preſent to manifeſt in 
ſome ſhape my gratitude; I therefore begged he would do 


me the honour to accept of the watch, as a ſmall teſtimony 


of the ſenſe I had of his Lordſhip's generoſity ; but he re- 
fuſed it in a peremptory manner, and ſaid he was ſorry I 


ſhould entertain ſuch a mercenary opinion of him; obſerv- 


ing at the ſame time, that it was the moſt beautiful piece 


of workmanſhip he had ever ſeen, and deſiring to know 


| Where he could have ſuch another. I begged a thouſand 

pardons for the freedom I, had taken, which J hoped he 
would impute to nothing elſe but the higheſt venera- 
tion for his perſon—told him that, as it came to my 


hand by accident in France, I could give him no infor- 


mation about the maker, for there was no name on the 
| wide 3 5 and once more humbly entreated that he would 
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| indulge me ſo far as to uſe it for my ſake. He was 
ſtill poſitive in refuſing it; but was pleaſed to thank me 
for my generous offer, ſaying, it was a preſent that no 


nobleman need be aſhamed receiving; though he was re- 
ſolved to ſhow his difintereſtedneſs with regard to me, 
for whom he had conceived a particular friendſhip ; and 
inſiſted (if I was willing to part with the watch) upon 


knowing what it had coſt, that he might at leaſt indem- 
nify me, by refunding the the money. On the other hand, 
1 aſſured his Lordſhip, that I ſhould look upen it as an 


uncommon mark of diſtinction, if he would take it with- 


out further queſtion ; and, rather than diſoblige me, he 


was at laſt perſuaded to put it in his pocket, to my no 
ſmall ſatisfaction, who took my leave immediately, after 


having received a kind ſqueeze, and an injunction to de- 


pend upon his promiſe. 


| Buoyed up with this reception, my heart opened; I 

gave away a guinea among the lacqueys who eſcorted me 

to the door, flew to the lodgings of Lord Straddle, upon 
whom I forced my diamond ring, as an acknowledgment 

for the great ſervice he had done me, and from thence 

ghied me home, with an intent of ſharing my happineſs 

with honeſt Strap. I determined, however, to heighten 

his pleaſure, by depreſſing his ſpirits at firſt, and then 
bringing in the good news with double reliſh. For this 

- purpoſe, I affected the appearance of diſappointment and 

_ chagrin, and told him in an abrupt manner, that I had 
loſt the wach and diamond. Poor Hugh, who had been 
already haraſſed into a conſumption by intelligence of this 


ſort, no ſooner heard theſe words, than, unable to con- 
tain himſelf, he cried, with diſtraction in his looks, © God 


in heaven forbid ! I could carry on the farce no longer, 
but, laughing in his face, told him every thing that had paſ- 
| ſed, as above recited. His features were immediately un- 
bended, and the tranſition was ſo affecting, that he wept 
with joy, called my Lord Strutwell by the appellations of 
Jewel, Phoenix, Rara avis; and praiſing God, that there 
was ſtill ſome virtue left among our nobility. Our mu- 
tual congratulations being over, we gave way to our 
imaginations, and anticipated our happineſs by proſecut- 
ing our ſucceſs through the different ſteps of promotion, 
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will arrived at the rank of a prime miniſter, and he to that 


of my firſt ſecretary. 


Intoxicated with theſe ideas, I went to the ordinary, 


where, meeting with Banter, I communicated the whole 
affair in confidence to him, concluding with an aſſurance 
that I would do him all the ſervice in my power. He 


heard me to an end with great patience, then regarding 


me a good while with a look of diſdain, pronounced,“ 50 
your buſineſs is doney ou think?“ «© As good as done, 
I believe,“ ſaid I, 15 1] tell you (replied he) what will 
do it ſtill more ef-Qtuall —A Me dent, | if I had 
been ſuch a gull to two ſuch ſcoundrels as Strutwell and 
Straddle, I would without any more ado tuck myſelf up.” 


Shocked at this exclamation, I deſired him with ſome con- 
| fuſion to explain himſelf : Upon which he gave me to 
underſtand, that Straddle was a poor contemptible wretch, 
who lived by borrowing and pimping for his fellow peers ; 
that, in conſequence of this laſt capacity, he had doubt- 


leſs introduced me to Strutwell, who was ſo notorious 


for a paſſion for his own ſex, that he was amazed his cha- 
_ rater had never reached my ears; and that, far from 
being able to obtain for me the poſt he had promiſed, his 
Intereſt at court was ſo low, that he could ſcarce provide 
for a ſuperannuated footman once a year, in the cuſtoms 
or exciſe ;—that it was a common thing for him to amuſe 
_ ſtrangers whom his jackals ran down, with ſuch affurances 
and careſſes as he had beſtowed on me, until he had {trip- 
_ ped them of their caſh and every thing valuable about 
_ themz—very often of their chaſtity, and then leave them 
a prey to want and infamy ;—that he allowed his ſervants 


no other wages than that part of the ſpoil which they 


could glean by their induſtry ; and the whole of his con- 
duct towards me was ſo glaring, that nobody who knew 


any thing of mankind could have been ampel BRO by 
: his infinuations. 


1 leave the reader to judge have I relihed this piece of | 
information, which precipitated me from the molt exalted 
pinnacle of hope to the loweſt abyſs of deſpondence; and 
well nigh determined me to take Banter's advice, and 


ſiniſn my chagrin with a halter. I had no room to ſu- 


ſpect the veracity of my friend, becauſe, upon recollec- 
tion, [ found every circumſtance of Strutwell's behaviour 
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exactly tallying with the character he had deſcribed : Hig 
hugs, embraces, ſqueezes, and eager looks, were now no 

longer a myſtery ; no more than his defence of Petronius, 
and the jealous frown of his valet de chambre, Who, it 
ſeems, had been the favourite pathic of his lord. 
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CHAPTER LIL 


I attempt to recover my watch and jewel, but to no purpoſe—reſolve to 

revenge myſelf on Strutwell, by my importunity—am reduced to my 

laſt guinca—obliged to inform Strap of my neceſſity, who is almoſt 

diſtracted with the news—but, nevertheleſs, obliged to pawn my 

| beſt ſword for preſent ſubſiſtence—that ſmall ſupply being exhauſted, 

I am almoſt ſtupified with my misfortunes—go to the gaming table, 

by the advice of Banter, and come off with unexpected ſucceſs—Strap's 

eeſtacy Mrs. Gawky waits upon me, profeſſes remorſe for her perfi- 
dy, and implores my aſſiſtance—I do myſelf a piece of juſtice by her 

means, and afterwards reconcile her to her fataler. 


1 was ſo confounded, that I could make no reply to Ban- 
ter, who reproached me with great indignation, for having 
_ thrown away upon raſcals that which, had it been con- 
verted into ready money, would have ſupported the rank 
of a gentleman for ſome months, and enabled me, at the 
fame time, to oblige my friends. Stupified as I was, 1 
could eaſily divine the ſource of his concern, but ſneaked 
away in a ſolitary manner, without yielding the leaſt an- 
ſwer to his expoſtulations; and began to deliberate with _ 
myſelf in what manner I ſhould attempt to retrieve the 
moveables I had ſo fooliſhly loſt. I ſhould have thought 
it no robbery to take them again by force, could I have 
done it without any danger of being detected; but as I. 
could have no ſuch opportunity, I reſolved to work by 
| fineſſe, and go immediately to the lodgings of Straddle, 
where I was ſo fortunate as to find hin“ My lord (ſaid 
I), I have juſt now recollected, that the diamond I had 
the honour of preſenting to you is looſened a little in the 
ſocket, and there is a young fellow juſt arrived from Paris, 
who is reckoned the beſt jeweller in Europe; I knew him 
in France, and if your lordſhip will give me leave, will 
carry the ring to him to be ſet to rights. His lordſhip 
was not to be caught in this ſnare—he thanked me for my 


— 
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offer, and told me, that having himſelf obſerved the de- 
fect, he had already ſent it to his own jeweller to be 


mended. And indeed, by this time, I believe it was in 


the jeweller's hands, though not in order to be mended, 
for it ſtood in need of no alteration.” _ 


Baulked in this piece of politics, I curſed my fimplicity, 


but reſolved to play a ſurer game with the Earl, which I 


thus deviſed. I did not doubt of being admitted into fa- 


miliar converſation with him as before, and hoped b 

ſome means to get the watch into my hand; then, on 
pretence of winding or playing with it, drop it on the 
floor, when in all probability the fall would diſorder the 
work ſo as to ſtop its motion: This event would furnith 


me with an opportunity of inſiſting upon carrying it away, 
in order to be repaired; and then I ſhould have been in 
no hurry to bring it back. What pity it was I could not 


find an occaſion of putting this fine ſcheme in execution! 


When I went to renew my viſit to his lordſhip, my acceſs _ 
to the parlour was as free as ever; but after 1 had waited 
Tome time, the valet de chambre came in with his lord- 
| ſhip's compliments, and a deſire to fee me to-morrow at 
his levee, he being at preſent ſo much indiſpoſed, that he 
could not ſee company. I interpreted this meſſage into a 
bad omen, and came away muttering curſes againſt his 
 lordſhip's politeneſs, and ready to go to loggerheads with 
_ myſelf for being ſo egregiouſly duped. But that I might 
have ſome ſatisfaction for the loſs I had ſuſtained, I be- 
ſieged him cloſely at his levee, and perſecuted him with 
my ſolicitations ; not without faint hopes, indeed, of reap- 
ing ſomething more from my induſtry, than the bare 
_ pleaſure of making him uneaſy ; though I could never 
obtain another private hearing, during the whole courſe 
of my attendance ; neither had I reſolution enough to un- 
_ deceive Strap, whoſe looks in a little time were to whet- 


ted with impatience, that, whenever IJ came home, his 


eyes devoured me, as it were, with eagerneſs of attention. 


At length, however, finding myſelf reduced to my laſt 


guinea, I was compelled to diſcloſe my neceſſity, though 
I endeavoured to {weeten the diſcovery by rehearſing to 


him the daily aſſurances I received from my patron. But 


_ theſe promiſes were not of efficacy ſufficient to ſupport 


ihe ſpirits of my friend, who no ſooner underſtood the 
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| lowneſs of my finances, than, uttering a dreadful groan, 
| he exclaimed, “ In the name of God, what ſhall we do?” 
In order to comfort him, I ſaid, that many of my ac- 
quaintance, who were in a worle condition than we, ſup- 
ported, notwithſtanding, the character of gentlemen ; and 
adviſing him to thank God that we had as yet incurred no 
debt, propoſed he ſhould pawn my ſword of ſteel inlaid 
with gold, and truſt to my diſcretion for the reſt. This 
expedient was wormwood and gall to poor Strap, who, in 
ſpite of his invincible affection for me, {till retained notions 
= of economy and expence ſuitable to the narrowneſs of his 
= education; nevertheleſs, he complied with my requeſt, 
| and raiſed ſeven pieces on the ſword in a twinkling. 
This ſupply, inconſiderable as it was, made me as happy 
for the preſent, as if I had kept five hundred pounds in 

bank; for by this time I was ſo well ſkilled in procraſtinat- 
ing every troubleſome reflection, that the proſpect of want 
ſeldom affected me very much, let it be never ſo near. 
And now, indeed, it was nearer than I imagined; my 
landlord having occaſion for money, put me in mind of 
my being indebted to him five guineas in lodging, and 
telling me he had a ſum to make up, begged I would ex- 
cuſe his importunity, and diſcharge the debt. Though! 
could ill ſpare ſo much caſh, my pride took the reſolution 
of diſburſing it. This I did in a cavalier manner, after 
he had written a diſcharge, telling him with an air of 
ſcorn and reſentment, I ſaw he was reſolved that I ſhould 
not be long in his books; while Strap, who ſtood by, and 

knew my circumſtances, wrung his hands in ſecret, 
gnawed his nether lip, and turned yellow with deſpair. _ 

Whatever appearance of indifference my vanity enabled 
me to put on, I was thunderſtruck with this demand, 
Which 1 had no ſooner ſatisfied, than I haſtened into com- 
_ pany, with a view of beguiling my cares with converſa- 
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tion, or of drowning them with wine. 
After dinner, a party was accordingly made in the 
Coffeehouſe, from whence we adjourned to the tavern, 
where, inſtead of ſharing the mirth of the company, I was 
as much chagrined at their good humour as a damned ſoul 

in hell would be at a glimpſe of heaven. In vain did 1 
ſwallow bumper after bumper! the wine had loſt its ef. 
fect upon me, and, far from raiſing my dejected ſpirits, 
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could not even lay me aſleep. Banter, who was the only 
intimate I had (Strap excepted), perceived my anxiety, 


and, when we broke up, reproached me with puſillanimity, 


for being caſt down at any diſappointment that fuch a 
raſcal as Strutwell could be the occaſion of. I told him 
T did not at all fee how Strutwell's being a raſcal alleviat- 
ed my misfortune ; and gave him to underſtand, that my 
preſent grief did not ſo much proceed from that diſap- 
pointment, as from the low ebb of my fortune, which was 
ſunk to ſomething leſs than two guineas. At this decla- 
ration, he cried, * Pſha l is that all ?” and aſſured me there 
were a thouſand ways of living in town without a fortune, 
he himſelf having ſubſiſted many years entirely by his wit. 

I expreſſed an eager deſire of being acquainted with ſome 
of theſe methods; and he, without further expoſtulation, 
bade me follow him. He conducted me to a houſe under 


the piazzas in Covent Garden, which we entered, and 
having delivered our {words to a grim fellow, who de- 


manded them at the foot of the ſtair-caſe, aſcended to the 


| ſecond ſtory, where I ſaw multitudes of people ſtanding 
round two gaming tables, loaded in a manner with gold 


and filver. My conductor told me this was the houſe of 
a worthy Scotch lord, who, uſing the privilege of his 


peerage, had ſet up public gaming tables, from the profits 
of which he drew a comfortable livelihood. He then ex- 

_ plained the difference between the fitters and the betters ; 
characterized the firſt as old rooks, and the laſt as bub- 
bdles; and adviſed me to try my fortune at the ſilver table, 
by betting a crown at a time. Before I would venture 
any thing, I conſidered the company more particularly; 


and there appeared ſuch a group of villanous faces, that 


I was ſtruck with horror and aſtoniſhment at the ſight! 1 
ſignified my ſurpriſe to Banter, who whiſpered in my ear, 


that the bulk of thoſe preſent were ſharpers, highwaymen, 


and apprentices, who, having embezzled their maſter's 
caſh, made a deſperate puſh in this place, to make up their 
This account did not encourage me to 


5 deficiencies. 
hazard any part of my ſmall pittance; but at length, be- 


ing teaſed by the importunities of my friend, who aſſured 


me there was no danger of being ill uſed, becauſe people 
were hired by the owner to ſee juſtice done to every body, 
I began by riſking one ſhilling, and in leſs than an hour 
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my winning amounted to thirty. - Convinced by this time 


there was no need of further perſuaſion to continue the 
play: I lent Banter (who ſeldom had any money in his 


finding me deaf to his arguments, went away in a pet. 


the higher table, where J laid half a guinea on every 
throw; and fortune ſtill favouring me, I became a ſitter, 
in which capacity I remained until it was broad day; when 
1 found myſelf, after many viciſſitudes, one hundred and 


Thinking it now high time to retire with my booty, I 
| aſked if any body would take my place, and made a mo- 
tion to riſe 3 upon which an old Gaſcon, who ſat oppoſite 
to me, and of whom I had won a little money, ſtarted up 
with fury in his looks, crying, Reftez, foutre refle, il faut 
dlonner moi mon ravanchis! At the ſame time, a Jew 
Who ſat near the other, inſinuated that I was more be- 
huoolden to art than fortune for what I had got; that he had | 
| obſerved me wipe the table very often, and that ſome of 
the diviſions ſeemed to be greaſy. This intimation pro- 
duced a great deal of clamour againſt me, eſpecially among 
the loſers, who threatened with many oaths and impreca- 
tions to take me up by a warrant as a ſharper, unleſs I 
would compromiſe the affair by refunding the greateſt 
part of my winning. Though I was far from being eaſy 
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ened in my turn to proſecute the Jew for defamation, and 
| boldly offered to ſubmit my cauſe to the examination of 
any juſtice in Weſtminſter ; but they knew themſelves too 


* 
— —— — — 


Was not to be intimidated into any conceſſion, dropped 
their plea, and made way for me to withdraw. I would 


— — — 2 Donn, Sts, a aa 


_ retracted what he had ſaid to my diſadvantage, and aſked _ 
_ Pardon before the whole aſſembů x. 
A s I marched out with my prize, I happened to tread 
upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, with a hooked | 
noſe, fierce eyes, black thick eye-brows, a pig-tail wig of 


of the fairneſs of the game, and animated with ſucceſs, 
pocket) a guinea, which he carried to the gold table, and 
loſt in a moment. He would have borrowed another, but 


Meanwhile, my gain advanced to fix pieces, and my de- 
ſire for more increaſed in proportion; ſo that I moved to 


fifty guineas in pocket. 


under this accuſation, I relied upon my innocence, threat- 


well to put their characters on that iſſue, and finding! 


not, however, ſtir from the table, until the Iſraelite had 
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the ſame colour, and a formidable hat pulled over his 
forehead, who ſtood gnawing his fingers in the crowd, 
and no ſooner felt the application of my ſhoe-heel, than 


he roared out in a tremendous voice, © Blood and 
wounds! you ſon of a whore, what's that for?“ I aſked 
pardon with a great deal of ſubmiſſion, and proteſted 1 
had no intention of hurting him: But the more I humbled 
myſelf, the more he ſtormed, and inſiſted upon gentle- 


_ manly ſatisfaction, at the ſame time provoking me with 
ſcandalous names that I could not put up with; ſo that 


I gave a looſe to my paſhon, returned his Billingſgate, and 


_ challenged him to follow me down to the piazzas. His 
indignation cooling as mine warmed, he refuſed my invi- 
tation, faying, he would chooſe his own time, and re- 
turned towards the table, muttering threats, which I nei- 
ther dreaded, nor diſtinctly heard: but deſcending with 

great deliberation, received my ſword from the door- 
keeper, whom I gratified with a guinea, according to the 


cuſtom of the place, and went home in a rapture of joy. 

My faithful valet, who had fat up all night in the ut- 
moſt uneaſineſs on my account, let me in with his face 
| beſlubbered with tears, and followed me to my chamber, 
where he ſtood ſilent like a condemned criminal, in ex- 
pectation of hearing that every ſhilling was ſpent. 1 
_ gueſſed the ſituation of his thoughts, and, aſſuming a ſul- 
len look, bade him fetch me ſome water to waſh. He 


_ replied, without lifting his eyes from the ground, © In 


my ſimple conjecture, you have more occaſion for reſt, 
not having (I ſuppoſe) ſlept theſe four and twenty hours.“ 


*« Bring me ſome water,” ſaid I, in a peremptory tone; 


upon which he ſneaked away ſhrugging his ſhoulders. 
Before he returned, I had ſpread my whole ſtock on the 
table in the moſt oftentatious manner; ſo that, when it 
_ firſt ſaluted his view, he ſtood like one entranced, and 
having rubbed his eyes more than once, to aſſure himſelf 
of his being awake, broke out into, Lord have mercy 
upon us | what a vaſt treaſure is here!“ „ Tis all our 
own, Strap (ſaid I); take what is neceſſary, and redeem 
the ſword immediately.” He advanced towards the table, 
ſtopped ſhort by the way, looked at the money and me by 
turns, aud, with a wildneſs in his countenance, produced 


irom Joy checked by diſtruſt, cried, 661 dare ſay, it 6 
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—— 


honeſtly come by.” To remove his ſcruples, I made him 
acquainted with the whole ſtory of my ſucceſs, which 
= | when he heard, he danced about the room in an ecſtaſy, 
þ crying, © God be praiſed | a white ſtone God be praiſ- 
| edi a white ſtone!” So that I was afraid the ſudden 
change of fortune had diſordered his intellects, and that 
he was run mad with joy. Extremely concerned at this 
event, I attempted to reaſon him out of his frenzy, but 
to no purpoſe; for, without regarding what I faid, he 
continued to friſk up and down, and repeat his rhapſo- 
dy of “God be praiſed ! a white ſtone !” At laſt J roſe 
in the utmoſt conſternation, and, laying violent hands 
upon him, put a ſtop to his extravagance, by fixing him 
down to a ſattee that was in the room. This conſtraint 
| baniſhed his delirium ; he ſtarted, as if juſt awoke, and, 
terrified at my behaviour, cried, 7 What is the matter? * 
When he learned the cauſe of my apprehenſion, he was 
_ aſhamed of his tranſports, and told me, that in mention- 
ing the white ſtone, he alluded to the dies fa fa 1 of che Ro- 
mans, albo lapide notati. 
Having no inclination to fleep, I and my caſh, def. 
| ſed, and was juſt going abroad, when the ſervant of the 
hoyſe told me there was a gentlewoman at the door, who 
wanted to ſpeak with me. Surpriſed at this information, 
I bade Strap ſhow her up, and in leſs than a minute ſaw | 
a young woman of a ſhabby decayed appearance enter my 
room. After half a dozen curtſeys, ſhe began to ſob, and 
told me her name was Gawky ; upon which information 5 
I immediately recollected the features of Miſs Lavement, 
who had been the firſt occaſion of my misfortunes. 
Though I had all the reaſon in the world to reſent her 
_ treacherous behaviour to me, I was moved at her diſtreſs, 
and profeſſing my ſorrow at ſeeing her ſo reduced, defired 
| her to ſit, and inquired into the particulars of her ſitua- 
tion. She fell upon her knees, and implored my forgive- | 
neſs for the i injuries ſhe had done me, proteſting before 
God, that ſhe was forced, againſt her inclination, into 
that helliſh conſpiracy which had almoſt deprived me of 
my life, by the entreaties of her huſband, who having 
been afterwards renounced by his father, on account of : 
his marriage with her, and unable to ſupport a family on 
his pay, left his wife at her father's houſe, and went with | 
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the regiment to Germany, where he was broke for miſbe- 
haviour at the battle of Dettingen, ſince which time ſhe 
had heard no tidings of him. She then gave me to un- 
derſtand, with many ſymptoms of penitence, that it was 
her misfortune to bear a child four months after marriage, 


by which event her parents were ſo incenſed, that ſhe was 
turned out of doors with the infant, that died ſoon after; 
and had hitherto ſubſiſted in a miſerable indigent manner, 
on the extorted charity of a few friends, who were now 
quite tired of giving: That, not knowing where or how 
to ſupport herſelf one day longer, ſhe had fled for ſuccour 


even to me, who, of all mankind, had the leaſt cauſe to 


aſſiſt her, relying upon the generoſity of my diſpoſition, 
which, ſhe hoped, would be pleaſed with this opportuni- _ 
ty of avenging itſelf in the nobleſt manner on the wretch 
who had wronged me. I was very much affected with 
her diſcourſe, and having no cauſe to ſuſpect the ſincerity 
of her repentance, raiſed her up, freely pardoned all ſhe 
had done againſt me, and promiſed to befriend her as 


much as lay in my power. % ods og 
Since my laſt arrival in London, I had made no ad- 
vances to the apothecary, imagining it would be impoſſi- 
ble for me to make my innocence appear, ſo unhappily 
was my accuſation circumſtanced. Strap indeed had la- 
boured to juſtify me to the ſchoolmaſter ; but, far from 
ſucceeding in his attempt, Mr. Concordance dropped all 
correſpondence with him, becauſe he refuſed to quit his 
connection with me. Things being in this ſituation, 1 
thought a fairer opportunity of vindicating my character 
could not offer than that which now Al. dels. 1 
therefore ſtipulated with Mrs. Gawky, that, before I 
would yield her the leaſt aſſiſtance, the ſhould do me the 


juſtice to clear my reputation, by explaining upon oath, 
before a magiſtrate, the whole of the conſpiracy, as it 


had been executed againſt me. When ſhe had given me 
= this ſatisfaction, I preſented her with five guineas, a ſum 
bo much above her expectation, that ſhe could ſcarce be- 
 heve the evidence of her ſenſes, and was ready to worſhip | 
me for my benevolence. The declaration, figned with 
her own hand, I ſent to her father, who, upon recollect- 
ug and comparing the circumſtances of my charge, was 
convinced of my integrity, and waited on me next day, 
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in company with his friend the ſchoolmaſter, to whom he 


had communicated my vindication. After mutual ſaluta- 
tion, Monſieur Lavement began a long apology for the 


unjuſt treatment I had received; but I ſaved him a good 


deal of breath, by interrupting his harangue, and aſſuring 


him, that, far from entertaining a reſentment againſt 
him, I thought myfelf obliged to his lenity, which allow- 


ed me to eſcape, after ſuch ſtrong preſumptions of guilt 


appeared againft me. Mr. Concordance, thinking it now 
his turn to ſpeak, obſerved, that Mr. Random had too 


much candour and fagacity to be diſobliged at their con- 


duct, which, all things conſidered, could not have been 


otherwiſe, with any honeſty of intention. Indeed (ſaid 
he), if the plot had been unravelled to us by any ſuperna- 
tural intelligence, if it had been whiſpered by a genie, 


communicated by a dream, or revealed by an angel from 
on high, we ſhould have been to blame in crediting ocu- 


lar demonſtration ; but as we were left in the miſt of 


mortality, it cannot be expected we ſhould be incapable. 
of impoſition. I do aſſure you, Mr. Random, no man 
on earth is more pleaſed than I am at this triumph of your 
character; and as the news of your misfortune panged 
me to the very entrails, this manifeſtation of your inno- 
cence makes my midriff quiver with joy.” I thanked him 
for his concern, defired them to undeceive thoſe of their 
acquaintance who judged harfhly of me, and, having 
treated them with a glaſs of wine, repreſented to Lave- 
ment the deplorable condition of his daughter, and plead. | 
ed her caufe ſo effectually, that he conſented to ſettle a 
| ſmall annuity on her for life; but could not be perſuaded 


to take her home, becauſe her mother was ſo much ir- 


cenſed that the would never ſee her. 
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CHAPTER LI. 


7 purchaſe new clothes —reprimand Strutwell and Straddle.—Banter 
propoſes another matrimonial ſcheme—l accept of his terms—ſet out 
for Bath in a ſtage coach, with the young lady and her mother—the 


behaviour of an officer and lawyer—our fellow-travellers deſcribed-— 


a ſmart dialogue between my miſtreſs and the captain. 


H avine finiſhed this affair to my ſatisfaction, I found 


myſelf perfectly at eafe, and looking upon the gaming- 
table as a certain reſource for a gentleman in want, be- 
came more gay than ever. Although my clothes were 


almoſt as good as new, I grew aſhamed of wearing them, 


| becauſe I thought every body, by this time, had got an 
inventory of my wardrobe. For which reaſon, I diſpoſ- 
ed of a good part of my apparel to a ſaleſman in Mon- 


Mouth Street for half the value, and bought two new ſaits 
with the money.” I likewiſe purchaſed a plain gold watch, 

deſpairing of recovering that which I had fo fooliſhly given 
to Strutwell, whom, notwithſtanding, I {till continued to 
viſit at his levee, until the ambaſſador he had mentioned 
ſet out with a ſecretary of his own chooſing. I thought 


_ myſelf then at liberty to expoſtulate with his lordſhip, 


| whom I treated with great freedom in a letter, for amuſing 
me with vain hopes, when he neither had the power nor 


inclination to provide for me. Nor was I leſs reſerved 


with Straddle, whom I in perſon reproached for miſre- 
preſenting to me the charcter of Strutwell, which I did 
not ſcruple to aver was infamous in every reſpe&t. He 
ſeemed very much enraged at my freedom, talked ' a 
great deal about his quality and honour, and began to 
make ſome compariſons which I thought ſo injurious to 


mine, that I demanded an explanation with great warmth; 
and he was mean enough to equivocate, and condeſcend 


of his behaviour. F 5 
About this time, Banter, who had obſerved a ſurpriſing 


in ſuch a manner, that I left him with a hearty contempt 


and ſudden alteration in my appearance and diſpoſition, 
began to inquire very minutely into the cauſe; and as 
I did not think fit to let him know the true ſtare of the 
affair, leſt he might make free with my purſe, on the 
ſtrength of having propoſed the ſcheme that filled it, I 
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told him that I had received a ſmall ſupply from a rela- 
tion in the country, who at the ſame time had promiſed 
to uſe all his intereſt (which was not ſmall) in ſoliciting 
ſome poſt for me that ſhould make me eaſy for life. If 
that be the caſe (ſaid Banter) perhaps you won't care to 
mortify yourſelf a little, in making your fortune another 
way. I have a relation who is to ſet out for Bath next 
week, with an only daughter, who being fickly and decre- 
pit, intends to drink the waters for the recoyery of her 
| health. Her father, who was a rich Turkey merchant, 
died about a year ago, and left her with a fortune of 
twenty thouſand pounds, under the ſole management of 
her mother, who is my kinſwoman. I would have put 
in for the plate myſelf, but there is a breach at preſent 
between the old woman and me. You mult know, that 
ſome time ago I borrowed a ſmall ſum of her, and pro- 
| miſed, it ſeems, to pay it before a certain time; but be- 
ing diſappointed in my expectation of money from the 
country, the day elapied, without my being able to take 
up my note ; upon which ſhe wrote a peremptory letter, 
| threatening to arreſt me, if I did not pay the debt imme- 
diately. Nettled at this preciſe behaviour, I ſent a damn- 
ed ſevere anſwer, which enraged her ſo much, that ſhe 
actually took out a writ againſt me. Whereupon, find- 
ing the thing grow ſerious, I got a friend to advance the 
money for me, diſcharged the debt, went to her houſe, 
and abuſed her for her unfriendly dealing. She was pro- 
voked by my reproaches, and ſcolded in her turn. The 
little deformed urchin joined her mother with ſuch viru- 
| lence and volubility of tongue, that I was fain to make 
my retreat, after having been honoured with a great ma- 
ny ſcandalous epithets, which gave me plainly to under- 
ſtand that I had nothing to hope from the eſteem of the 
one, or the affection of the other. As they are both utter 
ſtrangers to life, it is a thouſand to one that the girl will 
be picked up by ſome ſcoundrel or other at Bath, it 1 
don't provide for her otherwiſe. You are a well-looking 
fellow, Random, and can behave as demurely as a Qua- 
Fer. Now, if you will give me an obligation for five 
!{ hundred pounds, to be paid fix months after your mar- 
| riage, I will put you in a method of carrying her in ſpite | 
of all oppoſition.” os %%% a 
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This propoſal was too advantageous for me to be re- 


fuſed : The writing was immediately drawn up and exe- 


cuted ; and Banter giving me notice of the time when, 


and the ſtage coach in which they were to ſet out, I be- 


ſpoke a 3 in the ſame convenience, and having hired 
a horſe for Strap, who was charmed with the proſpect, 
ſet forward accordingly. 


As we embarked before day, 1 had not the pleaſure for 


ſome time of ſeeing Miſs Snapper (that was the name of 
my miſtreſs), nor even of perceiving the number and ſex 
of my fellow-travellers, although I gueſſed that the coach 


was full, by the difficulty I found in ſeating myſelf; The 


firſt five minutes paſſed in a general filence, when all of 


a ſudden, the coach heeling to one ſide, a boiſterous voice 


e « To the right and left, cover your flanks, 
damme! whiz !” I eaſily diſcovered by the tone and mat- 
ter of this exclamation, that 1t was uttered by a ſon of 
Mars; neither was it hard to conceive the profeſſion of 
another perſon who ſat oppoſite to me, and obſerved, that 
we ought to have been well ſatisfied of the ſecurity before 
we entered upon the premiſes. Theſe two ſallies had not 
the defired effect: We continued a good while as mute 
as before, till at length the gentleman of the ſword, im- 
patient of longer filence, made a ſecond effort, by ſwear- 
ing, he had got into a meeting of Quakers. I believe 
fo too (ſaid a ſhrill female voice at my left hand), for the 
ſpirit of folly begins to move.” „Out with it then, ma- 
dam,” replied the ſoldier. * You ſeem to have no occafion _ 
for a midwife,” cried the lady. Damn my blood | (ex- 
claimed the other), a man can't talk to a woman, but ſhe 


immediately thinks of a midwife,” « True, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, 


„ long to be delivered.” “„ What! of a mouſe, ma- 
dam?” ſaid he. © No, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, * of a fool. Are 
you far gone with a fool?“ ſaid he. © Little more than 
two miles, ſaid ſhe. © By Gad, you are a wit, ma- 
dam!“ cried the officer. I wiſh I could with any ju- 
ſtice return the compliment,” ſaid the lady. © Zounds, 
T have done,” ſaid he. “ Your bolt is ſoon ſhot, accord- 
ing to the old proverb,” ſaid ſhe. The warrior's powder 
Was quite ſpent ; the lawyer adviſed him to drop the pro- 
ſecution; and a grave matron, who fat on the left hand 
of the victorious wit, told her, ſhe muſt not let her tongue 
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run fo faſt among ſtrangers. This reprimand, ſoftened 
with the appellation of child, convinced me that the ſa- 
tirical lady was no other than Miſs Snapper, and I reſolv- 
ed to regulate my conduct accordingly. 'The champion, 
finding himſelf ſo ſmartly handled, changed his battery, 
and began to expatiate on his own exploits. © You tak 
of ſhot, Madam (ſaid he), damme! I have both given 
and received ſome ſhot in my time. I was wounded in 
the ſhoulder by a piſtol-ball at Dettingen, where—l ſay 
nothing—but by Gd! if it had not been for me—all's 
one for that deſpiſe boaſting, d—me ! whiz !“ So ſay- 
ing, he whiſtled one part and hummed another of Black 
Joke; then addreſſing himſelf to the lawyer, went on 
thus : © Wouldn't you think it damned hard, after having, 
at the riſk of your life, recovered the ſtandard of a regi- 
ment, that had been loſt, to receive no preferment for your 
pains ! I don't chooſe to name no names, fink me | but 
_ howſomever, this I will refer by G—d, and that is this, 
a muſketeer of the French guards, having taken a ſtand- 
ard from a certain cornet of a certain regiment, damme ! 
was retreating with his prize as faſt as his horſe's heels 
could carry him, fink me! Upon which, I ſnatched upa 
firelock that belonged to a dead man, damme | whiz | and 
thot his horſe under him, d—n my blood! The fellow 
got upon his feet, and began to repoſe me; upon which 
I charged my bayonet breaſt high, and ran him through 
the body, by G—d ! One af his comrades coming to his 
_ aſſiſtance, ſhot me in the ſhoulder, as I told you before; 
another gave me a confuſion on the head with the butt 
end of his carbine ; but, damme ! that did not fignity. 
I killed one, put the other to flight, and taking up the 
ſtandard, carried it off very deliberately. But the beſt _ 
joke of all was, the ſon of a b—ch of a cornet who had 
ſurrendered it in a cowardly manner, ſeeing it in my pol- 
ſeſſion, demanded it from me, in the front of the line. 
Den my blood (ſays he), where did you find my ſtand- 
ard?” ſays he. © D—n'my blood (ſaid I)—where (faid 
I) did you loſe it!“ ſaid I. © That's nothing to you (tays 
he) —'tis my ſtandard (ſays he), and by G—d I'll have it, 
ſays he. “ D—n—tion ſeize me (ſays I), if you {hall 
(ſays I), till I have firſt delivered it to the General (lays 
1); and accordingly I went to the head-quarters, alter 
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the battle, and delivered it to my Lord Stair, who pro- 
miſed to do for me, but I am no more than a poor lieu- 
tenant ſtill, damn my blood.” 

Having vented this repetition of expletives, the lawyer 
owned he had not been requited according to his deſerts; 
obſerved, that the labourer is always worthy of his hire, 


and aſked if the promiſe was made before witneſſes, be- 
_ cauſe in that caſe the law would compel the General to 


perform it; 


but underſtanding that the promiſe was 


made over a bouts, without being reſtricted to time or 
terms, he pronounced it not valid in law, proceeded to 
inquire into the particulars of the battle, and affirmed, 


that although the Englith had drawn themſelves into a 


premunire at firſt, the French managed their cauſe ſo 


lamely in the courſe of the diſpute, that they would have 


been utterly nonſuited, had they not obtained a 79/z proſe- 
qui, In ſpite of theſe enlivening touches, the converſa- 


tion was like to ſuffer another long interruption z when 


the lieutenant, unwilling to conceal any of his accompliſh- 
ments, that could be diſplayed in his preſent ſituation, 
offered to regale the company with a ſong; and inter- 
preting our ſilence into a deſire of hearing, began to warble 


a faſhionable air, the firſt ſtanza of which he pronounced . 
thus: 5 


Would vs the moon- iy d hair, 
To yon flagrant beau repair ; 

Where waving with the poplin$ vow, 
7 he bantling fine will ihelter you, &c. 


The tent of che reſt he perverted as he went on, with 


ſuch ſurpriſing facility, that I could not help thinking he 


had been at ſome pains to burleſque the performance. 
Miſs Snapper aſcribed it to the true cauſe, namely igno- 
Trance ; and when he aſked her how ſhe reliſhed his mu- 
fic, anſwer'd, that, in her opinion, the muſic and the 
Words were much of a piece.“ O damn my blood | (faid 
he), I take that as a high compliment; for every body al- 
los the words are damnable ſine.” © They may be ſo 


(replied the lady) for aught I know, but they are above 


my comprchenſion.“ „ 1 ant obliged to find you com- 
prehenſion, madam, curſe me !” cried he. No, nor 
to ſpeak ſenſe neither,“ ſaid the. “ Damn my heart (said 


he), LY Ipeak 1 W hat I Dine. Here the lawyer inter. 
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poſed, by telling him there were ſome things he muſt not 
ipeak. And upon being defied to give an inſtance, men- 
tioned treaſon and defamation. “ As for the King (cried 
the ſoldier), God bleſs him I eat his bread, and have 
loſt blood in his cauſe, therefore I have nothing to ſay to 
him—but by G—d, I dare ſay any thing to any other 
man.“ No (faid the lawyer), you dare not call me a 
rogue.” Damme, for what? ſaid the other, © Becauſe 
(rephed the counſellor) I ſhould have a good action 
| againſt you, and recover.” “ Well, well (cried the offi- 
cer), if I dare not call you a rogue, I dare think you one, 
damme.“ This ſtroke of wit he accompanied with a 
loud laugh of felf-approbation, which unluckily did not 
affect the audience, but effectually ſilenced his antagoniſt, 
who did not open his mouth for the ſpace of an hour, 
except to clear his pipe with three hems, which, however, 
produced nothing. rg TO 8 
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Day breaking, I have the pleaſure of viewing the perſon of Miſs Snap- 
per, whom I had not ſeen before— the ſoldier is witty upon me—is 
offended, talks much of his valour—is reprimanded by a grave gen- 

tlewoman— we are alarmed with the cry of highwaymen—1 get out 
of the coach, and ſtand in my own defence—they ride off without 
having attacked us—l purfue them—one of them is thrown from his 
Horſe and taken return to the coach—am complimented by Miſs 
 Snapper—the captain's behaviour on this occaſion—the prude re- 
. me in a ſoliloquy—I upbraid her in the ſame manner — the 
behaviour of Mrs. Snapper at breakfaſt, diſobliges me the lawyer is 
©. witty upon the officer, who threatems him EY 


In the mean time, day breaking in upon us, diſcovered to 
one another the ſaces of their fellow-travellers, and I had 
the good fortune to find my miſtreſs not quite ſo deform- 
ed nor diſagreeable as ſhe had been repreſented to me. 
Her head, indeed, bore ſome reſemblance to a hatchet, 
the edge being repreſented by her face; but ſhe had a 

certain delicacy in her complexion, and a great deal of 
vivacity in her eyes, which were very large and black; 
and though the protuberance of her breaſt, when con- 
| ſidered alone, ſeemed to drag her forwards, it was eaſy to WF 
perceive an equivalent on her back which balanced t 
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other, and kept her body in equilibrio. On the whole, 
I thought I ſhould have great reaſon to congratulate my- 
ſelf, if it ſhould be my fate to poſſeſs twenty thouſand 
pounds encumbered with ſuch a wife. I began therefore 
to deliberate about the moſt probable means of acquiring 
the conqueſt, and was ſo much engroſſed by this idea, that 
I ſcarce took any notice of the reſt of the people in the 
coach, but revolved my project in ſilence; while the con- 
verſation was maintained as before, by the object of m 
hopes, the ſon of Mars, and the barriſter, who by this time 
had recollected himſelf, and talked in terms as much as 
ever. At length a diſpute happened, which ended in a wa- 
ger, to be determined by me, who was ſo much abſorbed 
in contemplation, that I neither hard the reference nor the 
queſtion, which was put to me by each in his turn; affront- 
ed at my ſuppoſed contempt, the ſoldier, with great voci- 
feration, ſwore, I was either dumb or deaf, if not both, and 
that I looked as if I could not ſay Boh to a gooſe. A- 
rouſed at this obſervation, I fixed my eyes upon him, 
and pronounced with emphaſis, the interjection B 
Upon which he cocked his hat in a fierce manner, and 
_ cried, © Damme, Sir, what d'ye mean by that?” Had 1 
intended to anſwer bm: which by the by was not my 
deſign, I ſhould have been anticipated by Miſs, who told 
him, my meaning was to ſhow that I could cry Boh to a 
_ gooſe; and laughed very heartily at my laconic reproof. 
f Her explanation and mirth did not help to appeaſe his 
wrath, which broke out in ſeveral martial infinuations, 
Tuch as—*© I do not underſtand ſuch fredoms, damme | 
Damn my blood! Tm a gentleman, and bear the king's 
commiſſion. ?*Sblood ! ſome people deſerve to have their 
noſes pulled for their impertinence.” I thought to have 
checked theſe ejaculations by a frown ; becauſe he had 
_ talked ſo much of his valour, that I had long ago rated 
him as an aſs in a lion's ſkin ; but this expedient did not 
_ anſwer my expectation; he took umbrage at the con- 
traction of my brows, ſwore he did not value my ſulky 
looks a fig's end, and proteſted he feared no man breath- _ 
ing. Miſs Snapper ſaid ſhe was very glad to find herſelf 
in company with a man of fo much courage, who, the 
I did not doubt, would protect us from all attempts of high- 
E waymen during our journey. Make yourſelf perfectly 
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eaſy on that head, madam (replied the officer) ; I have 
got a pair of piſtols (here they are) which I took from a 
horſe officer at the battle of Dettingen—they are double 


loaded, and if any highwayman in England robs you of 


the value of a pin, while I have the honour of being in 


your company, damn my heart.” When he had expreſ- 


fed himſelf in this manner, a prim gentlewoman, who 
had fat filent hitherto, opened her mouth, and ſaid, ſhe 


wondered how any man could be fo rude as to pull out 


ſuch weapons before ladies. Damme, madam (cried 


the champion), if you are ſo much afraid at fight of a piſ- 
tol, how d'ye propoſe to ſtand fire if there ſhould be oc- _ 

_ caſion ?” She then told him, that if ſhe thought he could 

be ſo unmannerly as to uſe fire-arms in her preſence, 


whatever might be the occaſion, ſhe would get out of the 


coach immediately, and walk to the next village, where 
ſhe might procure a convenience to herſelf. Before he 


could make any anſwer, my Dulcinea interpoſed, and 
obſerved, that, far from being offended at a gentleman's 
uſing his arms in his own defence, ſhe thought herſelf 


very lucky in being along with one by whoſe valour ihe 
| ſtood a good chance of ſaving herſelf from being rifled. 
The prude caſt a diſdainful look at Miſs, and faid, that 


people who have but little to loſe are ſometimes the mott 
ſolicitous about preſerving it. The old lady was affronted 


at this inuendo, and took notice, that people ought to be 
very well informed before they ſpoke ſlightingly of other 
people's fortunes, left they diſcover their own envy, and 
make themſelves ridiculous. 'The daughter declared, that 
| the did not pretend to vie with any body in point of 
riches; and if the lady who inſiſted upon non-refiſtance, 
would promiſe to indemnify us for all the loſs we thould 
 Tuftain, ſhe would be one of the brit to perſuade the cap- 
tain to ſubmiſſion, in caſe we ſhould be attacked. 10 
this propoſal, reaſonable as it was, the reſerved lady 
made no other reply, than a ſcornful glance and a toſs of 
her head. I was very well pleaſed with the ſpirit of my 


miſtreſs; and even wiſhed for an opportunity of diſtin- 


guiſhing my courage under her eye, which I believed 
could not fail of prepoſſeſſing her in my ſavour; when 


all of a ſudden, Strap rode up to the coach-door, and 


told us in a great fright, that two men on horſeback 
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were croſſing the Heath (for by this time we had paſſed 
Hounſlow), and made directly towards us. This piece 
of information was no ſooner delivered than Mrs. Snap- 
per began to ſcream, her daughter grew pale, the other 
lady pulled out her purſe to be in readineſs, the lawyer's 
teeth chattered, while he pronounced, © *Tis no matter 
— we'll ſue the county, and recover.” 'The captain gave 
evident ſigns of confuſion 3; and I, after having com- 
manded the coachman to ſtop, opened the door, jumped 
out, and invited the warrior to follow me. But finding 
him backward and aſtoniſhed, I took his piſtols, and 
giving them to Strap, who had by this time alighted, 
and trembled very much, I mounted on horſeback, and 
taking my own (which I could better depend upon) from 
the holſters, cocked them both, and faced the robbers, 
who were now very near us. Seeing me ready to oppoſe 
them on horſeback, and another man armed a-foot, they 
made a halt at ſome diſtance to reconnoitre us, and, after 
having rode round us twice, myſelf ſtill facing about as 
they rode, went off the ſame way as they came, at a hand- 
gallop. A gentleman's ſervant coming up with a horſe 
at the ſame time, I offered him a crown to aſſiſt me in 
purſuing them; which he no ſooner accepted, than I armed 
him with the officer's piſtols, and we galloped after the 
| thieves, who, truſting to the ſwiftneſs of their horſes, | 
_ ſtopped till we came within ſhot of them, and then firing 
at us, put their nags to the full ſpeed. We followed then 
as faſt as our beaſts could carry us; but not being ſo well 
mounted as they, our efforts would have been to little 
_ purpoſe, had not the horſe of one of them ſtumbled, and 
throw his rider with ſuch violence over his head, that he 
lay ſenſeleſs when we came up, and was taken without 
the leaſt oppoſition; while his comrade conſulted his own 
ſafety in flight, without regarding the diſtreſs of his friend. 
We ſcarce had time to make ourſelves maſters of his arms, 
and tie his hands together, before he recovered his ſenſes, 
yrhen learning his ſituation, he affected ſurpriſe, demanded | 
to know by what authority we uſed a gentleman in that 
manner, and had the impudence to threaten us with a 


== proſecution for robbery. In the mean time we perceived 


Strap coming up with a crowd of people, armed with dif- 
ferent kinds of weapons; and, among the reſt a farmer. 
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who no ſooner perceived the thief, whom we had ſecured, 
than he cried with great emotion, “There's the fellow 
who robbed me an hour ago, of twenty pounds in a can- 
vaſs bag.” He was immediately ſearched, and the money 
found exactly as it had been deſcribed : Upon which we 
committed him to the charge of the country man, who 
carried him to the town of Hounſlow, which it ſeems the 
farmer had alarmed; and I, having ſatisfied the footman 
for his trouble, according to promiſe, returned with Strap 
to the coach, where I found the captain and lawyer buſy 
in adminiſtering ſmelling bottles and cordials to the grave 
lady, who had gone into a fit at the noiſe of the firing. 
When had taken my ſeat, Miſs Snapper, who from 
the coach had ſeen every thing that happened, made me 
a a compliment on my behaviour, and faid, ſhe was glad to 
ſee me returned, without having received any injury: her 
mother too owned herſelf obliged to my reſolution z and 
the lawyer told me, that I was entitled by act of parlia- 
ment to a reward of forty pounds, for having apprehended 
a highwayman. The ſoldier obſerved, with a countenance 
in which impudence and ſhame ſtruggling, produced fome 
diforder, that if I had not been in ſuch a damned hurry 
to get out of the coach, he would have ſecured the rogues 
effectually, without all this buſtle and loſs of time, by a 
ſcheme which my heat and precipitation ruined. * For 
my own part (continued he), I am always extremely cool 
on theſe occations.” “80 it appeared; by your tremb- 
ling,“ ſaid the young lady. Death and damnation (cried 
he) your ſex protects you, madam; if any man on earth 
durſt tell me ſo much, I'd ſend him to hell, damn my 
heart! in an inſtant.” So ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon 
me, and »5ſked if J had ſeen him tremble ? I anſwered 
without heſitation, © Yes.” © Damme, Sir (ſaid he), d'ye 
doubt my courage?“ I replied, . Very much.” This de- 
claration quite diſconcerted him. He looked blank, and 
pronounced with a faultering voice, O ! *tis very well - 
damn my blood! I ſhall find a time.” I ſignified my con- 
tempt of him, by thruiting my tongue in my cheek, which 
humbled him ſo much, that he ſcarce ſwore another oath _ 
Aloud during the whole journe r.. 
I be preciſe lady having recruited her ſpirits by the help 
of ſome ſtrong waters, began a ſoliloquy, in which ſhe 


\ 
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wondered that any man, who pretented to maintain the 
character of a gentleman, could, for the fake of a little 
paltry coin, throw perſons of honour into ſuch quandaries 
as might endanger their lives; and profeſſed ber ſurpriſe, 
that women were not aſhamed to commend ſuch brutality ; 


at the ſame time yowing, that for the future ſhe would 


never ſet foot in a ſtage coach, if a private convenience 
| could be had for love or money. 

Nettled at her remarks, I took the ſame method of con- 
veying my ſentiments, and wondered in my turn that any 
woman of common ſenſe ſhould be ſo unreaſonable as to 
expect that people who had neither acquaintance or con- 
nection with her, would tamely allow themſelves to be 

_ robbed and maltreated, merely to indulge her capricious | 
humour. I likewiſe confeficd my aſtoniſhment at her in- 
ſolence and ingratitude in taxing a perſon with brutality, 
who deſerved her approbation and acknowledgment; and 
| vowed, that if ever ſhe ſnould be aſſaulted again, I would 
leave her to the mercy of the e chat 55 might know 
the value of my protection. 
This perſon of honour did not ok fit to carry on {the 
_ altercation any. farther, but ſeemed to chew the cud of her 
_ reſentment, with the creſt-fajlen captain, while I entered | 
into diſcourſe with my charmer, who was the more pleaſed 
with my converſation, as ſhe had conceived a very indif- | 
ferent opinion of my inteile&s from my former filence. 
I ſhould have had cauſe to be equally ſatisfied with the 
ſprightlineſs of her genius, could the have curbed her ima- 
gination with judgment; but ſhe laboured under ſuch a 
profuſion of talk, that I dreaded her unruly tongue, and 
felt by anticipation the horrors of an eternal clack |! Ho. . 
ever, when I conſidered, on the other hand, the joys at- 
tending the poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand pounds, I forgot. 
her imperfections, ſeized occaſion by the fore-lock, and 
endeavoured to inſinuate myſelf into her affection. The 
careful mother kept a ſtrict watch over her, and though 
| The could not help behaving civilly to me, took frequent 

opportunities of diſcouraging our communication, by re- 
primanding her for being ſo free with ſtrangers, and tell- 
ing her ſhe muſt learn to ſpeak leſs, and think more. 
Abridged of the uſe of ſpeech, we converſed with our 
eyes, and I found the young lady very cloquent in this 


« 
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kind of diſcourſe. In ſhort, I had reaſon to believe that 
ſhe was ſick of the old gentlewoman's tuition, and that I 
ſhould find it no difficult matter to 74 Sham her autho- 
rit 
When we arrived at the place where we were to break 
faſt, I alighted, and helped my miſtreſs out of the coach, 
as well as her mother, who called for a private room, to 
which they withdrew, in order to eat by themſelves. As 
they retired together, I perceived that Miſs had got more 
twiſts from nature, than I had before obſerved, for ſhe was 
bent ſideways in the figure of an 8, fo that her progreſ- 
ſion very much reſembled that of a crab. The prude alſo 
choſe the captain for her meſſmate, and ordered breakfaſt 
for two only to be brought into another ſeparate room; 
while the lawyer and I, deſerted by the reſt of the com- 
pany, were fain to put up with each other. I was a good 
deal chagrined at the ſtately reſerve of Mrs. Snapper, who 
I thought did not uſe me with all the complaifance I de- 
ſerved; and my companion declared, that he had been a 
i traveller for twenty years, and never knew the ſtage-coach 
rules ſo much infringed before. As for the honourable 
gentlewoman, I could not conceive the meaning of her 
attachment to the lieutenant; and aſked the lawyer if he 
knew for which of the ſoldier's virtues ſhe admired him? 
The counſellor facetiouſly replied, © I ſuppoſe the lady | 
| knows him to be an able conveyancer, and wants him to 
make a ſettlement in tail.” I could not help laughing at 
the archneſs of the barriſter, who entertained me during 
breakfaſt, with a great deal of wit of the ſame kind, at 
the expence of our fellow-travellers; and among other 5 
things ſaid, he was ſorry to find the young _ {addled 
with ſuch encumbrances. WY” 

When we had made an end of our Ur repaſt, wad paid. our 
reckoning, we went inte the coach, took our places, and 
bribed the driver with ſixpence, to revenge us on the reſt 
of his fare, by hurrying them away in the midſt of their 
meal. This taſk he performed to our ſatisfaction, after 

he had diſturbed their enjoyment with his importunate 
clamour. The mother and daughter obeyed the ſummons 
firſt, and coming to the coach door, were obliged to deſire 
e ak aſſiſtance to get in, becauſe the lawyer 
and 1 had agreed to ſhow our reſentment by our mango + 
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They were no ſooner ſeated, than the captain appeared as 
much heated as if he had been purſued a dozen miles by 
an enemy; and immediately after him came the lady, not 
without ſome marks of diſorder. Having helped her up, 
he entered himſelf, growling a few oaths againſt the coach- 
man, for his impertinent interruption 3 and the lawyer 
comforted him by ſaying, that if he had ſuffered a ne privs 
through the obſtinacy of the defendant, he might have an 
opportunity to join iſſue at the next ſtage. This laſt ex- 
preſſion gave offence to the grave gentlewoman, who told 
him, if ſhe was a man, ſhe would make him repent of ſuch 
_ obſcenity, and thanked God ſhe had never been in ſuch 
company before. At this infinuation, the captain thought 
| himſelf under a neceſſity of eſpoufing the lady's cauſe; 
and accordingly threatened to cut off the lawyer's ears, 
if he ſhould give his tongue any ſuch liberties for the fu- 
ture. The poor counſellor begged pardon, and univerſal 
- lence entucd.- ALT, V 


CHAPTER LV. 


I reſolve to ingratiate myſelf with the mother, and am favourcd by acci- 

dent- the preciſe lady finds her huſband, and quits the coach—the cap- 
tain is diſappointed of his dinner we arrive at Bath—I accompany 
Mliſs Snapper to the long room, where ſhe is attacked by Beau Naſh, 
and turns the laugh againſt him— I make love to her, and receive a 

check ſquire her to an aſſembly, where I am bleſſed with a fight of 
my dear Narciſſa, which diſcompoſes me ſo much, that Miſs Snapper 
obſerving my diſorder, is at pains to diſcover the cauſe is piqued at the 
occaſion, and, in our way home, pays me a ſarcaſtic compliment I am 
met by Miſs Williams, who is maid and confident of Narciſſa—ſhe ac- 
quaints me with her lady's regard-for me while under the diſguiſe of a 
| ſervant, and deſcribes the tranſports of Narciſſa on ſeeing me at the aſ- 
ſembly, in the character of a gentleman—l am ſurpriſed with an ac- 
count of her aunt's marriage, and make an appointment to meet Miſs 


: Williams next day. 


| Doane this unſocial interval, my pride and intereſt 
maintained a ſevere conflict on the ſubject of Miſs Snap- 
per, whom the one repreſented as unworthy of notice, and 
the other propoſed as the object of my whole attention: 
the advantages and diſadvantages attending ſuch a match 
were oppoſed to one another by my imagination; and at 
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length my judgment gave it ſo much in favour of the firſt, 


that I reſolved to proſecute my ſcheme with all the i 


dreſs in my power. I thought I perceived {ome concern 
in her countenance, occaſioned by my filence, which ſhe, 
no doubt, imputed to my diſguſt at her mother's beha- 
viour; and as I believed the old woman could not fail of 
aſcribing my muteneſs to the ſame motive, I determined 


to continue that ſullen conduct towards her, and fall upon 


ſome other method of manifeſting my eſteem for the 


daughter: Nor was it difficult for me to make her ac- 


quainted with my ſentiments by the expreſſion of my 


looks, which I modelled into the characters of humility 
and love; j and which were anſwered by her with all the 


ſympathy and approbation I could ES. But when I 
began to conſider, that without further opportunities of 


improving my ſucceſs, all the progreſs I had hitherto 


made would not much avail, and that ſuch e 
could not be enjoyed without the mother's permiſſion; 1 
concluded it would be requiſite to vanquiſh her _ 1 


and ſuſpicion by my aſſiduities and reſpectful behaviour 
on the road; and ſhe would in all likelihood invite me to 
viſit her at Bath, where I did not fear of being able to 


cultivate her acquaintance as much as would be neceſſary 


to the accompliſhment of my purpoſe. And indeed acci- 
dent furniſhed me with an opportunity of obliging her ſo 
much, that ſhe could not, with any appearance of good. 1 
| manners, forbear to gratify my inclination. = 


When we arrived at our dining-place, we found all the 


 eatables in the inn beipoke by a certain nobleman, who 

had got the ſtart of us; and in all likehhood my miſtreſs _ 
and her mother muſt have dined with Duke Humphrey, 
| had I not exerted myſelf in their behalf, and bribed the 
landlord with a glaſs of wine, to curtail his Lordſhip's en- 


tertainment of a couple of fowls and ſome bacon, which 


I ſent with my compliments to the ladies. They accept- 
ed my treat with a great many thanks, and defired 1 
would favour them with my company at dinner, where 1 


amuſed the oid gentlewoman fo ſucceſsfully, by main- _ 
taining a ſeemingly diſintereſted eaſe in the midſt of m 


_ civility, that ſhe ſignified a deſire of being better acquaint- | 
ed, and hoped I would be ſo kind as to ſee her ſometimes 
at Bath. While I enjoyed myſelf in this manner, the pre- 
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eiſe lady had the good fortune to meet with her huſband, 
who was no other than gentleman, or, in other words, 
_ valet de chambre to the very nobleman whofe coach ſtood 
at the door. Proud of the intereſt ſhe had in the houſe, 
ſhe affected to ſhow her power by introducing the cap- 
tain to her ſpouſe, as a perſon who had treated her with 
great civility z upon which he was invited to a ſhare of 
their dinner; while the poor laywer, finding himſelf ut- 
terly abandoned, made application to me, and was, through 
my interceſſion, admitted into our company. Having ſa- 
tisfied our appetites, and made ourſelves merry at the ex- 
pence of the perſon of honour, the civil captain, and 
complaiſant huſband, I did myſelf the pleaſure of diſ- 
charging the bill by ſtealth, for which I received a great 
many apologies and acknowledgments from my gueſts, 
and we re-embarked at the firſt warning. The officer 
was obliged, at laſt, to appeaſe his hunger with a luncheon 
of bread and cheeſe, and a pint bottle of brandy, which 
he deſpatched in the coach, curſing the inappetence of his 
= Lordſhip who had ordered dinner to be Pat back a whole : 
= 
1555 Nothing be happened FRET, the remaining art 5 
. of our journey, which was finiſhed next day, when 1 
waited on the ladies to the houſe of a relation, in which 
they intended to lodge, and paſſing that night at the 1 inn, : 
took lodgings in the morning for myſelf. 
Ig) be forenoon was ſpent in viſiting every thing that was 
worth ſeeing in the place, in company with a gentleman 
to whom Banter had given me a letter of introduction; 
and in the afternoon I waited on the ladies, and found 
| Miſs a good deal indiſpoſed with the fatigue of the jour- 
ney. As they foreſaw they ſhould have occaſion for a 
male acquaintance to ſquire them at all public places, 1 
was received with great cordiality, and had the mother's 
commiſhon to conduct them next day to the long-room, 
Which we no ſooner entered, than the eyes of every body 
. preſent were turned upon us; and when we had ſuffered 
the martyrdom of their looks for ſome time, a whiſper 
cxrculated at our expence, which was accompanied with 
many contemptuous ſmiles and tittering obſervations, to 
my utter ſhame and confuſion. I did not fo much con- 


duct as follow my charge to a place where the feated hey | 
Vol. J. A a 
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mother and herſelf, with aſtoniſhing compoſure, notwith- 
{ſtanding the unmannerly behaviour of the whole com- 
pany, which ſeemed to be aſſumed merely to put her out 
of countenance. The celebrated Mr. Naſh, who com- 
monly attends in this place, 'as maſter of the ceremonies, 
perceiving the diſpoſition of the aſſembly, took upon him- 
ſelf the taſk of gratifying their ill- nature {till further, by 
expoſing my miſtreſs to the edge of his wit. With this 
view he approached us, with many bows and grimaces, 
and after having welcomed Miſs Snapper to the place, 
aſked her, in the hearing of all preſent, if ſhe could in- 
form him the name of 'Tobit's dog. I was ſo much in- 
cenſed at his inſolence that I ſhould certainly have kicked 
him where he ſtood, without ceremony, had not the young 
lady prevented the effects of my indignation, by replying, 
with the utmoſt vivacity, “ His name was Naſh, and an 
impudent dog he was.” 'Flus repartee, fo unexpected and 
Juſt, raiſed ſuch an univerſal laugh at the aggreſſor, that 
all his aſſurance was inſufficient to ſupport him under 
their derifion; fo that, after he had endeavoured to com- 
poſe himſelf, by taking ſnuff, and forcing a ſmile, he was 
_ obliged to ſneak off in a very ludicrous attitude; while my 
PDulcinea was applauded to the ſkies, for the brilliancy of 
her wit, and her acquaintance immediately courted by the 
| beſt people of both ſexes in the room. This event, with 
which I was infinitely pleaſed at firſt, did not fail of 
alarming me, upon further reflection, when I conſidered, 
that the more ſhe was careſſed by perſons of diſtinction, 
the more her pride would be inflamed, and conſequently 
the obſtacles to my ſucceſs multiplied and enlarged. Nor 
Vere my preſaging fears untrue. That very night I per- 
ceived her a little intoxicated with the incenſe ſhe had re- 
ceived z and though ſhe ſtill behaved with a particular civi- 
lity to me, I foreſaw, that, as ſoon as her fortune ſhould be 
' known, ſhe would be ſurrounded with a ſwarm of admirers, 
| ſome one of whom might pothbly, by excelling me in point 
of wealth, or in the arts of flattery and ſcandal, ſupplant _ 
me in her eſteem, and find means to make the mother of 
his party. I refolved therefore to loſe no time, and being 
invited to ſpend the evening with them, found an oppor- 
tunity, in ſpite of the old gentlewoman's vigilance, to e- 
plain the meaning of my glances in the coach, by paying 
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homage to her wit, and profeſſing myſelf enamoured of 
her perſon. She bluſhed at my declaration, and in a fa- 
vourable manner diſapproved of the liberty I had taken, 
putting me in mind of our being ſtrangers to each other, 
and defiring I would not be the means of interrupting our 
acquaintance by any ſuch unſeaſonable ſtrokes of gallan- 
try for the future: My ardour was effectually checked by 
this reprimand, which was, however, delivered in ſuch a 

entle manner, that I had no cauſe to be diſobliged; and 
the arrival of her mother relieved me from a dilemma, in 
which I ſhould not have known how to demean myſelf a 
minute longer. Neither could I reſume the eafineſs of 
carriage with which I came in. My miſtreſs ated on 


the reſerve, and the converſation beginning to flag, the 


not at all agreeable to my inclination. 


old lady introduced her kinſwoman of the houſe, and pro- 
- poſed a hand at WIR. *** 
While we amuſed ourſelves at this diverſion, I under- 
ſtood from the gentlewoman, that there was to be an 
aſſembly next night, at which I begged to have the ho- 
nour of dancing with Miſs. She thanked me for the fa- 


vour I intended her, aſſured me ſhe never did dance, but 


ſignified a deſire of ſeeing the company; when I offered 

my ſervice, which was accepted; not a little proud of 
being exempted from appearing with her, in a ſituation, - 
that, notwithſtanding my profeſſion to the contrary, was 


Having ſupped, and continued the game, till ſuch time 

as the ſucceſſive yawns of the mother warned me to be 

gone, I took my leave, and went home, where I made 
Strap very happy with an account of my progreſs. Next 


day I put on my gayeſt apparel, and went to drink tea at 


Mrs. Snapper's, according to appointment, when I found, 


to my inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, that ſhe was laid up with | 


the toothach, and that Miſs was to be intruſted to my 
care. Accordingly, we ſet out for the ball- room pretty 
early in the evening, and took poſſeſſion of a commodious 
far, where we had not ſat longer than a quarter of an 


& Hour, when a gentleman dreſſed in a green frock came in, 


leading a young lady, whom I immediately diſcovered to 


| be the adorable Narciſſa! Good heaven | what were the 


thrillings of my ſoul at that inſtant! my reflection was 
overwhelmed with a torrent of agitation | my heart throb- 
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bed with ſurpriſing violence | a ſudden miſt overſpread 
my eyes! my ears were invaded with a dreadful ſound | 


I panted for want of breath, and, in ſhort, was for ſome 


moments entranced | 'This firſt tumult ſubſiding, a crowd 


of flattering 1deas ruſhed upon my imagination : Every 
thing that was ſoft, ſenſible, and engaging in the charac- 

ter of that dear creature, recurred to my remembrance, 
and every favourable circumſtance of my own qualifica- 
tions appeared in all the aggravation of ſelf-conceit, to 
heighten my expectation ! Neither was this tranſport of 


long duration: The dread of her being already diſpoſed 
of intervened, and overcaſt my enchanting reverie ! My 
| preſaging apprehenſion repreſented her encircled in the 


arms of ſome happy rival, and of conſequence for ever 
loſt to me] I was ſtung with this ſuggeſtion, and beliey- 


ing the perſon who conducted her to be the huſband of 
this amiable young lady, already devoted him to my fury, 
and ſtood up to mark him for my vengeance ; when I re- 


collected, to my unſpeakable joy, her brother, the fox- 


hunter, in the perſon of her gallant. Undeceived ſo much 
to my ſatisfaction in this particular, I gazed, in a frenzy 


of delight, on the irreſiſtible charms of his ſiſter, who no 


| ſooner diſtinguiſhed me in the crowd, than her evident 

confuſion afforded a happy omen to my flame. At fight 

of me ſhe ſtartled, the roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from her 

_ poliſhed checks, and returned in a moment with a double 
_ glow that overſpread her lovely neck, while her enchant- 
ing boſom heaved with ſtrong emotion. I hailed theſe 
favourable ſymptoms, and, lying in wait for her looks, 
did homage with my eyes. She ſeemed to approve my 
declaration, by the complacency of her aſpect; and I 
Woyas ſo tranſported with her diſcovery, that more than 
once II was on the point of making up to her to diſcloie 

the throbbings of my heart in perſon, had not that pro- 
found veneration which her preſence always inſpired, re- 
ſtrained the unſeaſonable impulſe. All my powers being 

engroſſed in this manner, it may eaſily be imagined how 

ill J entertained Miſs Snapper, on whom I could not now 
turn my eyes, without making compariſons very little to 

her advantage. It was not even in my power to return 


diſtin anſwers to the queſtions ſhe aſked from time to 
time, ſo that ſhe could not help obſerving my abſence of 
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mind; and having a turn for obſervation, watched my 
glances, and tracing them to the divine object, diſcovered 
the cauſe of my diſorder. That ſhe might, however, be 
convinced of the truth of her conjecture, ſhe began to in- 
terrogate me with regard to Narciſſa, and, notwithſtand- 
ing all my endeayours to diſguiſe my ſentiments, per- 
ceived my attachment by my confuſion. Upon which the 
aſſumed a ſtatelineſs of behaviour, and fat filent during 
the remaining part of the entertainment. At any other 
time, her ſuſpicion would have alarmed me ; but now I 
Was elevated by my paſſion above every other conſideration. 
The miſtreſs of my ſoul having retired with her brother, 
I diſcovered ſo much uneaſineſs at my ſituation, that Miſs 
Snapper propoſed to go home, and while I conducted her 
to a chair, told me ſhe had too great a regard for me to 
keep me any longer in torment. I feigned ignorance of _ 
her meaning, and having ſeen her ſafely at her lodgings, 
took my leave, and went home in an ecſtaſy, where I diſ- 
_ cloſed every thing that had happened to my confident and 
humble ſervant Strap, who did not reliſh the accident fo 
well as I expected, and obſerved that a bird in hand is 
worth two in the buſh. © But however (ſaid he), you 
know beſt, you know beſt.” Next day, as I went to 
_ the Pump- room, in hopes of ſeeing or hearing ſome tid- 
ings of my fair enſlaver, I was met by a gentlewoman, 
who having looked hard at me, cried, * O Chriſt! Mr. 
Random!“ Surpriſed at this exclamation, I examined the 
countenance of the perſon who ſpoke, and immediatel 
recogniſed my old ſweetheart and fellow-fufferer, Miſs 
k 2 Cr Fu ST 
Il was mightily pleaſed to find this unfortune woman 
under ſuch a decent appearance, profeſſed my joy at ſee- 
ing her ſo well, and defired to know where I ſhould have 
the pleaſure of her converſation. She was as heartily re- 
joiced at the apparent eaſineſs of my fortune, and gave me 
to know, that ſhe, as yet, had no habitation that the could 
properly call her own, but would wait on me at any place 
1 ſhould pleaſe to appoint. Underſtanding that ſhe was 
unengaged for the preſent, I ſhowed her the way to my 
_ own lodgings, where, after a very affectionate ſalutation, 
the informed me of her being very happ; in the ſervice of 
@ young lady to whom the was recommended by a former 
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miſtreſs deceaſed, into whoſe family ſhe had recommend. 
ed herſelf by the honeſt deceit ſhe had concerted while ſhe 
lived with me in the garret at London. She then expreſ- 
ſed a vehement deſire to be acquainted with the viciſſi- 
tudes of my life ſince we parted, and excuſed her curio- 
ſity on account of the concern ſhe had for my intereſt. I 
forthwith gratified her requeſt, and when I deſcribed my 
ſituation in Suſſex, perceived her to attend to my ſtory 
with particular eagerneſs. She interrupted me when TI 
had finiſhed that period, with,“ Good God! is it poſſible!” 
—and then begged I would be ſo good as to continue my 
relation; which I did as bricfly as I could, burning with 
| Impatience to know the cauſe of her ſurpriſe, about which 
I had already formed a very intereſting conjecture. 
When I had brought my adventures down to the preſent 
day, ſhe feemed very much affected with the different 
circumitances of my fortune; and ſaying with a ſmile, the 
believed my diſtreſſes were now at a period, proceeded to 
inform me, that the lady whom ſhe ſerved, was no other 
than the charming Narciſſa, who had honoured her with 
| her confidence for ſome time; in conſequence of which 
truſt, ſhe had often repeated the ſtory of John Brown, 
With great admiration and regard; that ſhe loved to dwell 
upon the particulars of his character, and did not ſcruple to 
own a tender approbation of his flame. I became delirious 
at this piece of intelligence, ſtrained Miſs Williams in my 
embrace, called her the angel of my happineſs, and acted 
ſuch extravagancies, that ſhe might have been convinced of 
my ſincerity, had ſhe not been ſatisfied of my honour before. 
| As ſoon as I was in condition to yield attention, ſhe de- 
ſcribed the preſent ſituation of her miſtreſs, who had no 
| ſooner reached her lodgings the might before, than ſhe | 
cloſeted her, and, in a rapture of joy, gave her to know 
that ſhe had ſeen me at the ball, where I appeared in the 
character which ſhe always thought my due, with ſuch 
advantage of transformation, that unleſs my image had 
been engraven on her heart, it would have been impoſ- 
| ſible to know me for the perſon who had worn her aunt's 
livery; that, by the language of my eyes, ſhe was aſſured 
of the continuance of my paſſion for her, and conſequent- 
ly of my being ynengaged to any other; and that, though 
the did not doubt I would ſpeedily fall upon ſome method 
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of being introduced, ſhe was ſo impatient to hear of me, 
that ſhe (Miſs Williams) had been ſent abroad this very 
morning, on purpoſe to learn the name and character ! 
at preſent bore. My boſom had been hitherto a ſtranger 
to ſuch a flood of joy as now ruſhed upon it: My facul- 
ties were overborne by the tide : It was ſome time before 
I could open my mouth, and much longer ere I could 
utter a coherent ſentence. At length, I fervently re- 
queſted her to lead me immediately to the object of my 
adoration: But ſhe reſiſted my importunity, and explain- 
ed the danger of ſuch premature conduct. How fa- 
vourable ſoever (ſaid the) my lady's inclination towards 
you may be, you may depend upon it, ſhe will not com- 
mit the ſmalleſt treſpaſs on decorum, either in diſcloſing 
her own, or in receiving a declaration of your paſſion; 
and although the great veneration I have for you has 
prompted me to reveal what ſhe communicated to me in 
confidence, I know ſo well the ſeverity of her ſentiments 
with reſpect to the punctilios of her ſex, that, if the could 
learn the leaſt ſurmiſe of it, ſhe would not only diſmiſs 
me as a wretch unworthy of her benevolence, but allo for 
ever ſhun the efforts of your love.” I aſſented to the juſt- 
neſs of her remonſtrance, and defired ſhe would aſſiſt me 
with her advice and direction: Upon which, it was con- 
certed between us, that, for the preſent, I ſhould be con- 
tented with her telling Narciſſa, that, in the courſe of her 
inquiries, {he could only learn my name; and that if, in 
a day or two, I could fall upon no other method of being 
introduced to her miſtreſs, the would deliver a letter from 
me, on pretence of conſulting her happineſs; and ſay that 
1 met her in the ſtreets, and bribed her to this piece of 
ſervice. Matters being thus adjuſted, I kept my old ac- 
quaintance to breakfaſt, and learned, from her converſa- 
tion, that my rival Sir Timothy had drunk himſelf into 
an apoplexy, of which he died five months ago; that the 
ſavage was {till unmarried ; and that his aunt had been 
ſeized with a whim which he little expected, and choſen _ 
the ſchoolmaſter of the pariſh for her lord and huſband ;z 
but matrimony not agreeing with her conſtitution, ſhe had 
been hectic and dropſical a good while, and was now at 
Bath, in order to drink the waters for the recovery of 
her health; that her niece had accompanied her thither 
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at her requeſt, and attended her with the ſame affeCtion 
as before, notwithſtanding the miſtake ſhe had commit- 
ted; and that her nephew, who had been exaſperated at 
the loſs of her fortune, did not give his attendance out of 
good will, but purely to have an eye on his filter, leſt ſhe 


ſhould likewiſe throw herſelf away, without his conſent 


or approbation. Having enjoyed ourſelves in this man- 
ner, and made an aſſignation to meet next day at a cer- 
tain place, Miſs Williams took her leave; and Strap's 
looks being very inquiſitive about the nature of the com- 

unication ſubſiſting between us, I made him acquainted 
with the whole affair, to his great aſtomiſhment and ſa- 
_ tisfaCtion. ET por ap: 1 1 


3 


___ 4 


J become acquainted with Narciſſa's brother, who invites me to his 
© houſe, where I am introduced to that adorable creature—After diu- 
ner, the ſquire retires to take his nap—Freeman, gueſſing the ſituation 
of my thoughts, withdraws likewiſe on pretence of buſineſs— I de- 
_ clare my paſſion to Narciſſa—am well received charmed with har 
converſation— The ſquire detains us to ſupper—l elude his deſign by 
a ſtratagem, and get home ſober.. ff. 


In the afternoon 1 drank tea at the houſe of Mr. Free 
man, to whom I had been recommended by Banter; 


| where I had not ſat five minutes, till the fox-hunter came 


in, and by his familiar behaviour appeared to be intimate 
with my Fiend. I was at firſt under ſome concern, leaſt 

he ſhould recollect my features: But when I found my- 

ſelf introduced to him as a gentleman from London, with- 


55 out being diſcovered, I bleſſed the opportunity that brought 
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me into his company, hoping that, in the courſe of our 
acquaintance, he would invite me to his houſe. Nor 
were my hopes fruſtrated; for, as we ſpent the evening 
together, he grew extremely fond of my converſation, aſk- 
ed a great many childiſh queſtions about France and fo- 
_ reign parts; and ſeemed ſo highly entertained with my _ 
_ anſwers, that, in his cups, he ſhook me often by the hand, 
pronounced me an honeſt fellow, and, in fine, deſired our 
company at dinner next day in his own houſe. My ima- 
gination was ſo much employed in anticipating the hap- 
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pineſs I was to enjoy next day, that I ſlept very little that 
night; but, riſing early in the morning, went to the place 
appointed, where I met my ſhe-friend, and imparted to 
her my ſucceſs with the ſquire. She was very much 
pleaſed at the occaſion, which (ſhe ſaid) could not fail of 
being agreeable to Narciſſa, who, in ſpite of her paſſion 
for me, had mentioned ſome ſcruples relating to my true 
ſituation and character, which the delicacy of her ſenti- 
ments ſuggeſted, and which ſhe believed I would find it 
neceſſary to remove, though ſhe did not know how. I was 
a good deal ſtartled at this inſinuation, becauſe I forſaw the 
difficulty I ſhould find in barely doing myſelf juſtice ; for 
although it never was my intention to impoſe myſelf 
upon any woman, much leſs on Narcitſa, as a man of 
fortune, I laid claim to the character of a gentleman, by 
birth, education, and behaviour; and yet (io unlucky had 
the circumſtances of my life fallen out) I ſhould find it a 
very hard matter to make good my pretenſions even to 
theſe, eſpecially to the laſt, which was the moſt eſſential. 
_ Miſs Williams was as ſenſible as I of this my diſadvan- 
tage, but comforted me with obſerving, that when once 


aà woman had beſtowed her affections on a man, ſhe can- 


= not help judging of him in all reſpects with a partiality | 


_ eaſily influenced in his favour : She remarked, that al- 
though ſome ſituations of my life had been low, yet none 
of them had been infamous; that my indigence had been 


the crime not of me, but of fortune; and that the mi- 


ſeries I had undergone, by improving the faculties both 
of mind and body, qualified me the more for any digni- 
fied ſtation, and would of conſequence recommend me 
to the good graces of any ſenſible woman: She therefore 
adviſed me to be always open and unreſerved to the in- 
quiries of my miſtreſs, without unneceſſarily betraying 
the meaneſt occurrences of my fate, and truſt to the 
ſtrength of her love and reflection for the reſt. The 
ſentiments of this ſenſible young woman, on this as well! 
as on almoſt every other ſubject, perfectly agreed with _ 
mine; I thanked her for the care ſhe took of my inte- 
reſts, and promiſing to behave myſelf according to her 
direction, we parted, aſter ſhe had aſſured me, that I 
might depend upon her beſt offices with her miſtreſs, and 
| that ſhe would from time to time communicate to me 
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ſuch intelligence as ſhe ſhould procure relating to my 
flame. Having dreſſed myſelf to the beſt advantage, [I 
waited for the time of dinner with the moſt fearful im- 
patience z and as the hour drew nigh, my heart beat with 
| ſuch increaſed velocity, and my ſpirits contracted ſuch 
diſorder, that I began to ſuſpect my reſolution, and even 
to wiſh myſelf diſengaged. At laſt Mr. Freeman called 
at my lodgings, in his way, and I accompanied him to the 
houſe where all my happineſs was depoſited. We were 
very kindly received by the ſquire, who ſat ſmoking his 
pipe in a parlour, and aſked if we choſe to drink any 
thing before dinner: Though I never had more occaſion. 
for a cordial, I was aſhamed to accept his offer, which 
was alfo refuſed by my friend. We ſat down, however, 
and entered into converſation, which laſted half an hour, 
fo that I had time to recollect myſelf 3 and, fo capricious 
were my thoughts, even to hope that Narciſſa would 
not appear—when all of a ſudden, a ſervant coming in, 
gave us notice that dinner was upon the table—and my 
- perturbation returned with ſuch violence, that I could 
ſcarce conceal it from the company as I aſcended the 
ſtair-caſe. When I entered the dining-room, the firſt ob- 
ject that ſaluted my ravithed eyes was the divine Nar- 
. cifla, bluſhing like Aurora, adorned with all the graces that 
meekneſs, innocence, and beauty can diffuſe ! I was ſeized 
with a giddineſs, my knees tottered, and I ſcarce had 
ſtrength enough to perform the ceremony of ſalutation, 
when her brother, {lapping me on the ſhoulder, cried, 
Meaſter Randan, that there is my ſiſter,” I approached 
her with eagerneſs and fear; but in the moment of our 
embrace, my ſoul was agonized with rapture | It was a 
lucky circumſtance for us both, that my entertainer was 
not endued with an uncommon ſtock of penetration; for 
our mutual confuſion was ſo manifeſt, that Mr. Freeman 
perceived it, and as we went home together, congratulated 
me on my good fortune. But ſo far was Bruin from 
entertaining the leaſt ſuſpicion, that he encouraged me to 
begin a converſation with my miſtreſs in a language un- 
known to him, by telling her, that he had brought a gen- 
tleman who could jabber with her in French and other 
foreign lingos, as faſt as ſhe pleaſed ; then turning to me, 


= \ l \ 
”_ _— a 8 
F FBS ns ee OO ——_—_— IIS 
F — - * 
* — * 
1 — — — — RES PEERS : 
— ————— — 4 


l 
- 
i 


»4 D 
£75 } Kc 
| b 1 
R 1 
| 1 
j þ 
? 
5 f : 
o 
$4 
, + 


*F] 


RODERICK RANDOM. 379 


ſaid, © Odds bods ! I wiſh you would hold diſcourſe with 
her in your French or Italiano, and tell me if ſhe under- 
ſtands it as well as ſhe would be thought to do—there's 
her aunt and ſhe will chatter together whole days in it, 
and I can't have a mouthful of Engliſh for love or money.” 
I conſulted the look of my amiable miſtreſs, and found 
her averſe to his propoſal, which ſhe declined with a 
| ſweetneſs of denial peculiar to herſelf, as a piece of diſre- 
ſpect to that part of the company which did not under- 
ſtand the language in queſtion. As I had the happineſs 
of ſitting oppoſite to her, I feaſted my eyes much more 
than my palate, which ſhe tempted in vain with the moſt 
delicious bits carved by her fair hand, and recommended 
buy her perſuaſive tongue; but all my other appetites were 
ſwallowed up in the immenſity of my love, which I fed 
by gazing inceſſantly on the delightful object. Dinner 
was ſcarce ended, when the ſquire became very drowſy, 
and, after ſeveral dreadful yawns, got up, ſtretched him- 
ſelf, took two or three turns acroſs the room, begged we 
would allow him to take a ſhort nap, and having laid a 
ſtrong injunction on his ſiſter to detain us till his return, 
went to his repoſe without further ceremony. He had 
not been gone many minutes, when Freeman, gueſling 
the ſituation of my heart, and thinking he could not do 
me a greater favour than to leave me alone with Narciſſa, 
_ pretended to recollect himſelf all of a ſudden, and ſtarting 
up, begged the lady's pardon for half an hour, for he had 
luckily remembered an engagement of ſome conſequence, 
that he muſt perform at that inſtant ; ſo ſaying, he took 
his leave, promiſing to come back time enough for tea, 
leaving my miſtreſs and me in great confuſion, Now that 
L enjoyed an opportunity of diſclofing the pantings of my 
ſoul, IJ had not power to uſe it. I ſtudied many pathetic 
declarations, but when I attempted to give them utterance, 
my tongue denied its office; and ſhe ſat filent, with a 
_ downcalt look, full of anxious alarm, her boſom heaving 
with expeCtation of ſome great event. At length I en- 
| deavoured to put an'end to this ſolemn pauſe, and began 
= with, « It is very ſurpriſing, Madam,” —Here the ſound _ 
dying away, I made a full ſtop —while Narciſſa ſtarting, 
dluſhed, and, with a timid accent, anſwered, “ Sir?” 
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Confounded at this note of interrogation, I pronounced, 


with the moſt ſheepiſh baſnfulneſs, Madam!“ To which 


ſhe replied, © I beg pardon—I thought you had ſpoke to 
me.” Another pauſe enſued I made another effort; and 


though my voice faultered very much at the beginning, 


made ſhift to expreſs myſelf in this manner: “I ſay, 


Madam, tis very ſurpriſing that love ſhould act ſo incon- 


ſiſtent with itſelf, as to deprive its votaries of the uſe of 


their faculties when they have moſt need of them. Since 


the happy occaſion of being alone with you preſented it- 


ſelf, I have made u_ unſucceſsful attempts to declare a 


| paſſion for the lovelieſt of her ſex—a paſſion which took 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul, while my cruel fate compelled me 


to wear a ſervile diſguiſe ſo unſuitable to my birth, ſen- 


timents, and, let me add, my deſerts; yet favourable in 


one reſpect, as it furniſned me with opportunities of ſee- 
ing and adoring your perfections— Ves, Madam, it was 


then your dear idea entered my boſom, where it has lived 
unimpaired in the midſt of numberleſs cares, and animated 
me againſt a thouſand dangers and calamities.” While I. 
ſpoke thus, ſhe concealed her face with her fan, and when 


I ceaſed ſpeaking, recovering herſelf from the moſt beauti- 


| ful confuſion, told me, ſhe thought herſelf very much 


obliged by my favourable opinion of her, and that ſhe was 


very ſorry to hear I had been unfortunate. Encouraged 
by this gentle reply, I proceeded, owned myſelf ſufficiently 


recompenſed by her kind compaſhon for what I had un- 


dergone, and declared that the future happineſs of my life 


depended ſolely upon her. Sir (ſaid the), I ſhould be 


very ungrateful, if, after the ſignal protection you once 
_ afforded me, I ſhould refuſe to contribute towards your 
| happineſs, in any reaſonable condeicention.” Tranſported 
at this acknowledgment, I threw myſelf at her feet, and 
| begged ſhe would regard my paſſion with a favourable. 
eye: She was alarmed at my behaviour, entreated me to 
riſe, leſt her brother ſhould diſcover me in that poſture, _ 
and to ſpare her, for the preſent, upon a ſubject for whic _ 
| ſhe was altogether unprepared. In conſequence of this 


remonſtrance, I roſe, aſſuring her I would rather die than 


diſobey her; but in the mean time begged her to conſider 


how precious the minutes of this opportunity were, and 
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what reſtraint I put upon my inclinations in ſacrificing 
them to her deſire. She ſmiled with unſpeakable ſweet- 
neſs, and ſaid there would be no want of opportunities, 


provided I could maintain the good opinion her brother 


had conceived of me; and I, enchanted by her charms, 
ſeized her hand, which I well nigh devoured with kiſſes. 


But ſhe checked my boldneſs with a ſeverity of counte- 


nance, and deſired I would not ſo far forget myſelf to her 
as to endanger the eſteem ſhe had for me; ſhe reminded 


me of our being almoſt ſtrangers to each other, and of the 


neceſſity there was for her knowing me better before ſhe 


could take any reſolution in my favour ; and, in ſhort, 


mingled ſo much good ſenſe and complacency in her re- 
proof, that I became as much enamoured of her under- 


ſtanding, as I had been before of her beauty, and aſked 
pardon for my preſumption with the utmoſt reverence of 


conviction. She forgave my offence with her uſual affa- 
bility; and ſealed my pardon with a look ſo full of be- 


witching tenderneſs, that for ſome minutes my ſenſes were 


| Joſt in ecſtacy! I afterwards endeavoured to regulate my 
behaviour according to her deſire, and turn the converſa- 
tion upon a more indifferent ſubject : But her preſence _ 
was an unſurmountable obſtacle to my deſign ; while I be- 
held ſo much excellence, I found it impoſſible to call my 
attention from the contemplation of it! I gazed with un- 


utterable fondneſs! I grew mad with admiration ! «© My 


condition is inſupportable ! (cried I) I am diſtracted with 
paſhon | why are you ſo exquiſitely fair? Why are you ſo 
_ enchantingly good? Why has nature dignified you with | 
charms ſo much above the ſtandard of women? and, 
wretch that I am, how dares my unworthineſs aſpire to 
- the-enjoyment_ of ſuch perfection? 


She was ſtartled at my ravings, reaſoned down my 


tranſport, and by her irreſiſtible eloquence ſoothed my toul 
into a ſtate of tranquil felicity; but, leſt I might ſuffer a 
relapſe, induſtriouſly promoted other ſubjects to entertain 
my imagination. She chid me for having omitted to in- 
quire about her aunt, who (the aſſured me) in the midſt of 
all her abſence of temper, and detachment from common 
affairs, often talked of me with uncommon warmth. I 


profeſſed my veneration for the good lady, excuſed my 


_ enuſhon, by imputing it to the violence of my love, which 
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engroſſed my whole ſoul, and deſired to know the ſituation 


of her health. Upon which the amiable Narciſſa repeated 
what I had heard before, of her marriage, with all the 
tenderneſs for her reputation that the {ubje would admit 


of; told me ſhe lived with her huſband hard by, and was 


ſo much afflicted with the dropſy, and waſted by a con- 


ſumption, that ſhe had ſmall hopes of her recovery. Hav- 
ing expreſſed my forrow for her diſtemper, I queſtioned 


her about my good friend Mrs. Sagely, who I learned (to 
my great ſatisfaction) was till in good health, and who 


had, by the encomiums ſhe beſtowed upon me after I was 
gone, confirmed the favourable impreſſions my behaviour 


at parting had made on Narciſſa's heart. The circumſtance 


introduced an inquiry into the conduct of Sir Timothy 


Thicket, who (ſhe informed me) had found means to in- 
cenſe her brother ſo much againſt me, that ſhe found it 
impoſſible to undeceive him; but, on the contrary, ſuf- 


fered very much in her own character by his ſcandalous 
inſinuations: That the whole pariſh was alarmed, and 
actually in purſuit of me; ſo that the had been in the ut- 
moſt conſternation upon my account, well knowing how 
little my own innocence, and her teſtimony, would have 
weighed with the ignorance, prejudice, and brutality of 
- thoſe who muſt have judged me, had I been apprehend- 
ed. That Sir Timothy, having been ſeized with a fit of 
the apoplexy, from which with great difficulty he was re- 
covered, began to be apprehenſive of death, and to pre- 


pare himſelf accordingly for that great event; as a ſtep 


to which he ſent for her brother, owned with great con- 
trition the brutal deſign he had upon her, and of conſe- 
quence acquitted me of the affault, robbery, and corre- 
ſpondence with her, which he laid to my charge; after 
which confeſſion he lived about a month in a languiſhing 
condition, and was carried off by a ſecond aſſault. 
| Every word that this dear creature ſpoke rivetted the 
_ chains with which ſhe held me enflaved : My miſchiev- _ 
ous fancy began to work, and the tempeſt of my paſſion 


to wake again; when the return of Freeman deſtoyed the 


_ tempting opportunity, and enabled me to quell the riſing 
tumult. A little while after, the ſquire ſtaggered into 
the room, rubbing his eyes, and called for his tea, which 
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he drank out of a ſmall bowl, qualified with brandy, 


while we took it in the uſual way. Narciſſa left us in 


order to viſit her aunt; and when Freeman and I pro- 


poſed to take our leave, the fox-hunter inſiſted on our 
ſpending the evening at his houſe with ſuch obſtinacy of 
affection, that we were obliged to comply. For my own 
part, I ſhould have been glad of the invitation, by which, 

in all likelihood, I ſhould be bleſſed with more of his 


ſiſter's company, had I not been afraid of riſking her 


_ eſteem, by entering into a debauch of drinking with him, 
which, from the knowledge of his charaCter, I foreſaw 


would happen; but there was no remedy. I was forced 
do rely upon the ſtrength of my conſtitution, which I 
hoped would reſiſt intoxication longer than the ſquire's, 
and to truſt to the good-nature and diſcretion of my miſ- 


treſs for the reſt, 


Our entertainer, reſolving to begin by times, ordered 
the table to be furniſhed with liquor and glaſſes immedi- 
ately after tea; but we abſolutely refuſed to ſet in for 
drinking ſo ſoon, and prevailed upon him to paſs away an 
hour or two at whilſt, in which we engaged as ſoon as 
Narciſſa returned. The ſavage and I happened to be 
partners at firſt; and as my thoughts were wholly em- 


ployed in a more intereſting game, I played ſo ill, that he 


_ loſt all patience, ſwore bitterly, and threatened to call for 
wine if they would not grant him another aſſociate. This 
deſire was gratified, and Narcifla and I were of a ſide; 

he won for the ſame reaſon that made him loſe before; _ 

was ſatisfied, my lovely partner not did repine, and the time 

llipped away very agreeably, until we were told that ſup- 
- © per wad . t ͤ 


The ſquire was enraged to find the evening ſo un- 


profitably ſpent, and wreaked his vengeance on the cards, 


which he tore, and committed to the flames with man 3 
_ Execrations, threatening to make us redeem our loſs with 


a large glaſs and quick circulation; and indeed we had no 
ſooner ſupped, and my charmer withdrawn, than he be- 
gan to put his threats in execution. Three bottles of 
Port (for he drank no other ſort of wine) were placed be- 


fore us, with as many water-glaſſes, which were imme- 
8. diately filled to the brim, after his example, by each out 
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beft in Chriſtendom. Though I ſwallowed this and the 
next as faſt as the glaſs could be repleniſhed, without 
heſitation or ſhow of reluctance, I perceived that my 
#44 brain would not be able to bear many bumpers of this 
_ | ſort; and, dreading the perſeverance of a champion who 
1 began with ſuch vigour, I determined to make up for the 
deficiency of my ſtrength by a ſtratagem, which I ac- 
tually put in practice when the ſecond courſe of bottles 
was called for. 'The wine being ſtrong and heady, I was 
already a good deal diſcompoſed by the deſpatch we had 
made, Freeman's eyes began to reel, and Bruin himſelf 
was elevated into a ſong, which he uttered with great vo- 
ciferation. When I therefore ſaw the ſecond round 
brought in, I aſſumed a gay air, entertained him with a 
French catch on the ſubject of drinking, which, though 
he did not underſtand it, delighted him highly, and tell- 
ing him that your choice ſpirits at Paris never troubled 
_ themſelves with glaſſes, aſked if he had not a bowl or cup 
in the houſe that would contain a whole quart of wine. 
„ Odds niggers | (cried he) I have a filver caudle cup 
that holds juſt the quantity, for all the world fetch it 
hither, Numps.“ The veſſel being produced, I bade him 
decant his bottle into it, which he having done, I nodded 
in a very deliberate manner, and ſaid, . Pledge you.“ 
He ſtared at me for ſome time, and crying, What! all 
at one pull, Meaſter Randan ! —I anſwered, At one 
mull, Sir, - you are no milk-ſop—we ſhall do you juſtice.” 
„ Shall you (ſaid he, ſhaking me by the hand), odd then, 
I'll fee it out, an't were a mile to the bottom. Here's to 
\ . dur better acquaintance, Meaſter Randan.” So ſaying, 
1 he applied it to his lips, and emptied it in a breath. I 
1 knew the effect of it would be almoſt inſtantaneous; 
therefore, taking the cup, began to diſcharge my bottle 
into it, tellin kim he was now qualified to drink with | 
the Cham of Tartary, I had no ſooner pronounced theſe 
words, than he took umbrage at them, and, after ſeveral 
attempts to ſpit, made ſhift to ſtutter out, A f—t for 
your Chams of T—Tartary! a am a f—f—free born En- 
gliſhman, worth th—three thouſand a year, and y—valuc 
no man, damme !” Then dropping his jaw, and fixing 
his eyes, he hickuped aloud, and fell upon the floor as 
mute as a flounder. Mr. Freeman, heartily glad at his 
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defeat, aſſiſted me in carrying him to bed, where we left 
him to the care of his ſervants, and went home to our re- 
ſpective habitations, congratulating each other on our good 
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Miſs Williams informs me of Narciſſa's approbation of my flame—!l ap- 
pale the ſquire—write to my miſtreſs, am bleſſed with an anſwer—beg 
cave of her brother to dance with her at a ball; obtain his conſent 
and hers—enjoy a private converſation with her—am perplexed with 
reflections—have the honour of appearing her partner at a ball=we 
are complimented by a certain nobleman—he diſcovers ſome ſymp- 
toms of a paſſion for Narcifſſa—l am ſtung with jealouſy—Narciſfa 

_ alarmed, retires—]I obſerve Melinda in the company—the ſquire is 

_ captivated by her beauty. 5 f e 
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IJ was met next morning, at the uſual place, by Miſs 
Williams, who gave me joy of the progreſs I had made 
in the affection of her miſtreſs, and bleſſed me with an 

account of that dear-creature's converſation with her, af- 

ter ſhe had retired the night before from our company. 

I could ſcarce believe her information, when ſhe recount- 

ed her expreſſions in my favour, ſo much more warm and 
paſſionate were they than my moſt ſanguine hopes had 
preſaged; and was particularly pleaſed to hear that ſhe 
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approved of my behaviour to her brother after ſhe with- 9 
drew. Tranſported at the news of my happineſs, I pre- =. 

| lented my ring to the meſſenger, as a teſtimony of my = 
gratitude and ſatisfaction; but ſhe was above ſuch mer- 4H 
* cenary conſiderations, and refuſed my compliment witin 4 
: ſome reſentment, ſaying the was not a little mortified to 1 
3 ſee my opinion of her ſo low and contemptible. I did 4 
* muyſelf a piece of juſtice by explaining my behaviour on 1 
e this head, and, to convince her of my eſteem, promiſed 0 
1 to be ruled by her directions in the proſecution of the 
23 whole affair, which I had ſo much at heart, that the re- 4 
” _ Pole of my life depended upon the conſequence. = _ ki 
As fervently wiſhed for another interview, where L '4 

might pour out the effuſions of my love without danger- = 

of being interrupted, and perhaps reap ſome endearing | bl, 

return from the queen of my deſires, I implored her ad» — 
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vice and aſſiſtance in promoting this event: But ſhe gave 
me to underſtand, that Narcifſa would make no precipi- 
tate compliances of this kind, and that I would do well 


to cultivate her brother's acquaintance, in the courſe of 


which I ſhould not want opportunities of removing that 
reſerve which my miſtreſs thought herſelf obliged to main- 


tain during the infancy of our correſpondence. In the 


mean time ſhe promiſed to tell her lady, that I had en- 
deavoured, by preſents and perſuaſions, to prevail upon 
her (Miſs Williams) to deliver a letter from me, which 
ſhe had refuſed to charge herſelf with, until ſhe would 
know Narciſſa's ſentiments of the matter; and ſaid, by 


theſe means ſhe did not doubt of being able to open a li- 
terary communication between us, which could not fail 
of introducing more intimate connections. N 


I approved of her counſel, and our appointment being 


renewed for next day, left her with an intent of fallin 
upon ſome method of being reconciled to the ſquire, who, 


I ſuppoſed, would be offended with the trick we had put 


D 


upon him. With this view, I conſulted Freeman, who, 
from his knowledge of the fox-hunter's diſpoſition, aſſur- 


ed me there was no other method of pacifying him, than 
that of ſacrificing ourſelves, for one night, to an equal 


match with him in drinking: This expedient, I found 
myſelf neceſſitated to comply with, for the intereſt of my 
_ paſſion, and therefore determined to commit the debauch 
at my own lodgings, that I might run no riſk of being 
diſcovered by Narciſſa in a ſtate of brutal degeneracy. 


Mr. Freeman, who was to be of the party, went at my 
defire to the ſquire, in order to engage him, while I took 


care to furniſh myſelf for his reception. My invitation 
was accepted, my gueſts honoured me with their compa- 
ny in the evening, when Bruin gave me to underſtand 


that he had drank many tons of wine in his life, but was 


never ſerved ſuch a trick as I had played upon him the 
night before. I promiſed to atone for my treſpaſs, and 


having ordered to every man his bottle, began the conteſt 


with a bumper to the health of Narciſſa. The toaſts cir- 
_ culated with great devotion, the liquor began to operate, 

our mirth grew noiſy, and as Freeman and I had the ad- 
vantage of drinking ſmall French claret, the ſavage was 
effectually tamed before our ſenſes were in the leaſt af. 
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fected, and carried home in an apoplexy of drunken- 


nels. 4 

I was next morning, as uſual, favoured with a viſit from 
my kind and punctual confidant, who telling me ſhe 
was permitted to receive my letters for her miſtreſs, I took 


up the pen immediately, and following the firſt diCtates 


of my paſſion, wrote as follows: 


«© DEAR Manan, Bp 
« WERE it poſſible for the powers of utterance to re- 
veal the ſoft emotions of my ſoul ; the fond anxiety, the 
glowing hopes, the chilling fears, that rule my breaſt by 
turns; I ſhould need no other witneſs than this paper, to 


evince the purity and ardour of that flame your charms have 
kindled in my heart. But, alas! expreſſion wrongs my 
| love! I am inſpired with conceptions that no language 
can convey | Your beauty fills me with wonder! your 
underſtanding with raviſhment, and your goodneſs with 
adoration ! I am tranſported with defire, diſtracted with 
_ doubts, and tortured with impatience | Suffer me then, 
lovely arbitreſs of my fate, to approach you in perſon, to 
| breathe in ſoft murmers my paſſion to your ear, to offer 
the ſacrifice of a heart overflowing with the moſt genuine 
and diſintereſted love; to gaze with ecſtacy on the divine 
object of my wiſhes, to hear the muſic of her enchanting 
tongue | and to rejoice in her ſmiles of approbation, which 
. 2 baniſh the moſt intolerable ſuſpenſe from the boſom 
3d 


Jour enraptured 


n 5 


| Having finiſhed this effuſion, I committed it to the care 


of my faithful friend, with an injunction to ſecond my 
_ entreaty with all her eloquence and influence; and in the 
mean time went to dreſs, with an intention of viſiting 
Mrs. Snapper and Miſs, whom I had utterly negle&ed, 
and indeed almoſt forgot, ſince my dear Narcifla had re- 
ſumed the empire of my ſoul. The old gentlewoman re- 
_ Ceived me very kindly, and Miſs affected a frankneſs and 
_ gaiety, which, however, I could eafily perceive were 
| forced and diſſembled; among other things, ſhe pretend- 


ed to joke me upon my paſſion for Narciſſa, which ſhe 
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averred was no ſecret, and aſked if I intended to dance 


with her at the next afſembly. I was a good deal con- 
cerned to find myſelf become the town-talk on this ſub- 
ject, leſt the ſquire, having notice of my inclinations, 
ſhould diſapprove of them, and, by breaking off all cor- 
reſpondence with me, deprive me of the opportunities 1 
now enjoyed. But I reſolved to uſe the intereſt I had 
with him, while it laſted ; and that very night meeting 
him occahonally, aſked his permiſſion to ſolicit her com- 


pany at the ball, which he very readily granted, to my 
inexpreſſible ſatisfaction | 


Having been kept awake the greateſt part of the night, 


by a thouſand delightful reveries that took poſſeſſion of 
my fancy. I got up by times, and flying to the place of 


rendezvous, had in a little time the pleaſure of ſeeing 


Miſs Williams approach with a ſmile on her countenance, 


which I interpreted into a good omen. Neither was I 


_ miſtaken in my preſage: She preſented me with a letter 
from the idol of my ſoul, which, after having kifled it 
* devoutly, I opened with the utmoſt eagerneſs, and was 
bleſſed with her approbation in theſe terms;  _ 


«To ſay I look upon you with indifference, would be 


a piece of diſſimulation, which I think no decorum re- 
' quires, and no cuſtom can juſtify. As my heart never 
felt an impreſſion that my tongue was aſhamed to declare, 
I will not ſcruple to own myſelf pleaſed with your paſſion, 
_ confident of your integrity, and ſo well convinced of my 
_ own diſcretion, that I ſhould not heſitate in granting you 
the interview you defire, were I not overawed by the pry- 
ing curioſity of a malicious world, the cenſure of which 
might be fatally prejudicial to the reputation of — 


8 


No anchorite in the ecſtaſy of devotion ever adored a 


relique with more fervour than that with which I kiſſed 
this inimitable proof of my charmer's candour, generolity, 
and affeQtion |! I read it over an hundred times; was ra- 
viſhed with her confeſſion in the beginning; but the ſub- 
| ſcription of Your Narciſſa, yielded me ſuch delight as 1 


4 
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had never felt before. My happineſs was ſtill increaſed 


by Miſs Williams, who bleſſed me with a repetition of 
her lady's tender expreſſions in my favour, when ſhe re- 
ceived and read my letter. In ſhort, I had all the reaſon 


in the world to believe that this gentle creature's boſom 


was poſſeſſed by a paſſion for me, as warm, though per- 


— 


haps not ſo impetuous, as mine for her. 


I informed my friend of the ſquire's conſent to my 
dancing with Narciſſa at the ball, and deſired her to tell 


her miſtreſs, that I would do myſelf the honour of viſit- 
ing her in the afternoon, in conſequence of his permiſ- 

fion, when J hoped to find her as indulgent as her brother 
had been complaiſant in that particular. Miſs Williams 


expreſſed a good deal of joy, at hearing I was ſo much in 


_ favour with the fox-hunter, and ventured to aſſure me, 
that my viſit would be very agreeable to my miſtreſs, the 


rather, becauſe Bruin was engaged to dine abroad. This 
was a Circumſtance, which, I ſcarce need ſay, pleaſed 


me. I went immediately to the long- room, where I found 


him, and affecting to know nothing of his engagement, 


told him, I would do myſelf the pleaſure to wait upon 
him in the afternoon, and to preſent his ſiſter with a ticket 
for the ball. He ſhook me by the hand, according to 
cuſtom, and giving me to underitand that he was to dine 
abroad, deſired me to go and drink tea with Narciſſa not- 
withſtanding, and promiſed to prepare her for my viſit in 
JJ 
Exery thing ſucceeding thus to my wiſh, I waited with 


incredible impatience for the time, which no ſooner arriv- 


ed, than J haſtened to the ſcene, which my fancy had pre- 
occupied long before. I was introduced accordingly to the 
| dear enchantreſs, whom I found accompanied by Miſs 


Williams, who, on pretence of ordering tea, retired at my 


approach. This favourable accident, which alarmed my 


whole ſoul, diſordered her alſo. I found myſelf actuated by 


an irreſiſtible impulſe; I advanced to her with eagerneſs and 
awe, and, profiting by the confuſion that prevailed over her, 
_ Claſped the fair angel in my arms, and imprinted a glow- 
ung kiſs upon her lips, more ſoft and fragrant than the 
dewy roſe-bud juſt burſting from the ſtem ! Her face was 
in an inſtant covered with bluſhes—her eyes ſparkled with 


reſentment— I threw myſelf at her feet, and implored 
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averred was no ſecret, and aſked if I intended to dance 
with her at the next aſſembly. I was a good deal con- 


cerned to find myſelf become the town-talk on this ſub- 
ject, leſt the ſquire, having notice of my inclinations, 


ſhould diſapprove of them, and, by breaking off all cor- 


reſpondence with me, deprive me of the opportunities 
now enjoyed. But I reſolved to uſe the intereſt I had 


with him, while it laſted ; and that very night meeting 


him occaſionally, aſked his permiſſion to ſolicit her com- 


pany at the ball, which he very readily granted, to my 


inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. 1 . 
Having been kept awake the greateſt part of the night, 


by a thouſand delightful reveries that took poſſeſſion of ß 


my fancy. I got up by times, and flying to the place of 


_ rendezvous, had in a little time the pleaſure of ſeeing 
Miſs Williams approach with a ſmile on her countenance, 
| which I interpreted into a good omen. Neither was I 
| miſtaken in my preſage : She preſented me with a letter 
from the idol of my ſoul, which, after having kiſſed it 
devoutly, I opened with the utmoſt eagerneſs, and was 
bleſſed with her approbation in theſe terms: 1 


„ To ſay I look upon you with indifference, would be 
a a piece of diſſimulation, which I think no decorum re- 
_ quires, and no cuſtom can juſtify. As my heart never 
felt an impreſſion that my tongue was aſhamed to declare, 
_ I will not ſcruple to own myſelf pleaſed with your paſſion, 
_ confident of your integrity, and fo well convinced of my 
own diſcretion, that I ſhould not heſitate in granting you 
the interview you deſire, were I not overawed by the pry- 


ing curioſity of a malicious world, the cenſure of which 
might be fatally prejudicial to the reputation of 
et eos 


No anchorite in the ecſtaſy of devotion ever adored a 


relique with more fervour than that with which I kifſed 

this inimitable proof of my charmer's candour, generoſity, 

and affeQtion | I read it over an hundred times; was ra- 
|  viſhed with her confeſſion in the beginning; but the ſub- _ 
ſcription of Your Narcifſa, yielded me ſuch delight as 1 
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* had never felt before. My happineſs was ſtill increaſed 


by Miſs Williams, who bleſſed me with a repetition of 
her lady's tender expreſſions in my favour, when ſhe re- 
ceived and read my letter. In ſhort, I had all the reaſon 


in the world to'believe that this gentle creature's boſom 
was poſſeſſed by a paſſion for me, as warm, though per- 


\ — 


haps not ſo impetuous, as mine for her. 


I informed my friend of the ſquire's conſent to my 


dancing with Narciſſa at the ball, and deſired her to tell 
her miſtreſs, that I would do myſelf the honour of viſit- 


ing her in the afternoon, in conſequence of his permiſ- 


ſion, when J hoped to find her as indulgent as her brother 


had been complaiſant in that particular. Miſs Williams 


expreſſed a good deal of joy, at hearing I was ſo much in 


favour with the fox-hunter, and ventured to affure me, 
that my viſit would be very agreeable to my miſtreſs, the 
rather, becauſe Bruin was engaged to dine abroad. This 
was a Circumſtance, which, I ſcarce need fay, pleaſed 
me. TI wentimmedaately to the long-room, where I found 
him, and affecting to know nothing of his engagement, 
told him, I would do myſelf the pleaſure to wait upon 


him in the afternoon, and to preſent his ſiſter with a ticket 


for the ball. He ſhook me by the hand, according to 
_ cuſtom, and giving me to underitand that he was to dine 
abroad, deſired me to go and drink tea with Narciſſa not- 
withſtanding, and promiſed to prepare her for my viſit in 


the mean time. _ . 
__ Every thing ſuccee | 
incredible impatience for the time, which no ſooner arriv- 


ed, than I haſtened to the ſcene, which my fancy had pre- 
occupied long before. I was introduced accordingly to the 
dear enchantreſs, whom I found accompanied by Miſs 
Williams, who, on pretence of ordering tea, retired at my 
approach. This favourable accident, which alarmed my 
whole ſoul, diſordered her alſo. I found myſelf actuated by 
an irreſiſtible impulſe; I advanced to her with eagerneſs and 


awe, and, profiting by the confuſion that prevailed over her, 


 claſped the fair angel in my arms, and imprinted a glow- 
ing kiſs upon her lips, more ſoft and fragrant than the 


dewy roſe-bud juſt burſting from the ſtem ! Her face was 


in an inſtant covered with bluſhes—her eyes ſparkled with : 
Tefentment——T threw myſelf at her feet, and implored 


B b 1j 


ing thus to my wiſh, I waited with 


. * 4 1 — 4 - 1 1 — 2 2 

a , 1 * _ N — — — — - 7 - 7 - — RN _ "IE —. 
* K 6 . * — —„—- * — — — A — Der * * G 5 L 5 — ar S ” 
——— — — 0 - — — 1 — mn =_ * = : © — * — ay 75 — I : 72 9 — 
— — — 2 = " - —  — — C -” — — * 7 7 > * - \ 8 gs =o — te » 7 22 2 2 , 7 2 — yo 
"+ 2 #4 2 = I £1 . * — LI —_— . * » 14-2. : Z RA hy _— 0 - ——— 5 = ns at 5 "ants; "1 : — 22 = — * 
8 Jo 4.8 Pp oe *K. 2 5g k 232 - "_ 2 — —— © — * — 12 * — 2 — 3 n Y : 
N 2 1 PR n >> i PX — * e 8 22 ACT. 5D 2 — — 2 * - . 
ä 2 "Wo 3» * +" 2 — PE re + py —YL , - 4 2 —— 


— — — 


—— — — 
A : 
S 


. wr 4 Xx we - 
I. 


P — 2 

calls. Ine IG : 
— N & « — * ” 3 * 

* o — Z Eo 8 * = X 


RR 2 — IS. 1 Z Aut alk 2 
2 wm 

— END EL. 
R * Tr FRO * 


— 
— — 83 
— — " - 


— 
3 _— $0 a n — 
* 8 — 
2 — = — 
oe * 8 


r 
— > 
* bY LE Lag 


Fre wn . e _— be. Ange x . ” : <7 29s «- ES» — — 4 


IS- n — ee EE 2 2 
J - . 4s - c 
r r - * 


44 
N 
ty 
- 
* 
5 


9 THE ADVENTURES OF 


her pardon. Her love became advocate in my cauſe ; her 
| look ſoftened into forgiveneſs ; ſhe raiſed me up, and chid 


me with ſo much ſweetneſs of diſpleaſure, that I ſhould 


have been tempted to repeat the offence, had not the 


coming in of a ſervant with the tea-board prevented my 


preſumption. While we were ſubject to be interrupted 


or overheard, we converſed about the approaching ball, at 


| which ſhe promiſed to grace me as a partner; but when 
the equipage was removed, and we were left alone, I re- 


ſumed the more intereſting theme, and expreſſed myſelf 


with ſuch tranſport and agitation, that my miſtreſs, fear- 
ing I would commit ſome extravagance, rung the bell for 
her maid, whom ſhe detained in the room, as a check upon 
my vivacity : 1 was not ſorry for this precaution, becauſe 
I could unboſom myſelf without reſerve before Miſs Wil- 
| hams, who was the confidant of us both. I therefore 


gave a looſe to the inſpirations of my paſhon, which 


operated ſo ſucceſsfully upon the tender affections of Nar- 
ciſſa, that ſhe laid aſide the conſtraint ſhe had hitherto 
wore, and bleſſed me with the moſt melting declaration of 
her mutual flame! It was impoſſible for me to forbear - 

taking the advantage of this endearing condeſcenſion. 


She now gently yielded to my embraces ; while I, encircling 


all that I held dear within my arms, taſted in advance the 
joys of that paradiſe I hoped in a little time wholly to 
_ poſſeſs! We ſpent the afternoon in all the ecſtacy of hope, 
that the moſt fervent love, exchanged by mutual vows, 
could inſpire; and Miſs Williams was ſo much affected 
with our chaſte careſſes which recalled the ſad remem- _ 
brance of what ſhe was, that her eyes were filled with 
JJ... Ent Eo. | | 1 5 | | 


The evening being pretty far advanced, I forced myſelt 
from the dear object of my flame, who indulged me in a 
tender embrace at parting ;z and repairing to my lodgings, 
communicated to my friend Strap every circumſtance of 
my happineſs, which filled him with ſo much pleaſure, 
that it ran over at his eyes; and he prayed heartily, that 
no envious devil might, as — daſh the cup of bleſ- 


ſing from my lip. When I reflected on what had hap- 


pened, and eſpecially on the unreſerved proteſtations of 
Narciſſa's love, I could not help being amazed at her 
- omitting to inquire into the particular circumſtances of the 
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kfe and fortune of one whom ſhe had favoured with her 
affection, and I began to be a little anxious about the 
fituation of her finances, well knowing that I ſhould do 
an irreparable injury to the perſon my ſoul held moſt 
dear, if I ſhould eſpouſe her, without being able to ſup- 


port her in the rank which was certainly her due. I had es 


heard indeed, while I ſerved her aunt, that her father had 
left her a conſiderable ſum; and that every body believed 
ſhe would inherit the greateſt part of her kinſwoman's 


dowry ; but I did not know how far ſhe might be reſtricted 
by the old gentleman's will, in the enjoyment of what he 
left her; and I was too well informed of the virtuoſo's 

late conduct, to think my miſtreſs could have any ex- 


pectations from that quarter. I confided, however, in the 


good ſenſe and policy of my charmer, who, I was ſure, 
would not conſent to unite her fate with mine, before ſhe 


| had fully conſidered and provided for the conſequence. 
Ihe ball-night being arrived, I dreſſed myſelf in a ſuit 


I had reſerved for ſome grand occaſion ; and having drank 


tea with Narciſſa and her brother, conducted my angel to 


the ſcene, where ſhe in a moment eclipſed all her female 
competitors for beauty, and attracted the admiration of 
the whole aſſembly. My heart dilated with pride on this 
_ occaſion, and my triumph rejected all bounds, when, after 
we had danced together, a certain nobleman, remarkable 
for his figure and influence in the beau monde, came up, 
and in the hearing of all preſent, honoured us with a very 
particular compliment, upon our accompliſhments and 
appearance: but this tranſport was ſoon checked, when I 
perceived his Lordſhip attach himſelf with great aſſiduity 
to my miſtreſs, and ſay ſome warm things, which, 1 
thought, ſavoured too much of paſſion. It was then I be- 
gan to feel the pangs of jealouſy—I dreaded the power 
and addreſs of my rival ſickened at his diſcourſe ; when 
ſhe opened her lips to anſwer, my heart died within me. 
When ſhe ſmiled, I felt the pains of the damned! I was 
eenraged at his preſumption ; I curſed her complaiſance ; 
at length he quitted her, and went to the other fide of the 
room. Narciſſa ſuſpecting nothing of the rage that in- 
flamed me, put ſome queſtions to me, as ſoon as he was 
gone, to which I made no reply, but aſſumed a grim look, 
| Which too well denoted the agitation of my breaſt, and 
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ſurpriſed her, not a little. She no ſooner obſerved my 
emotion, than ſhe changed colour, and aſked what ailed 
me ? but before I could make anſwer, her brother pulling 
me by the ſleve, bade me take notice of a lady who ſat 


fronting us, whom I immediately, to my vaſt aſtoniſhment, 
_ diſtinguithed to be Melinda, accompanied by her mother, 
and an elderly gentleman, whom I did not know. 


«© Wounds! Mr. Randan (cried the ſquire), is ſhe not a 
delicate piece of ſtuff? *Sdeath ! IJ have a good mind—if I 
thought ſhe was a ſingle perſon” —Nctwithftanding the 


perplexity 1 was in, I had reflection enough to foreſee that 
my paſſion might ſuffer greatly by the preſence of this 
lady, who in all probability would revenge herſelf upon 
me for having formerly diſgraced her, by ſpreading reports 
to my prejudice. I was therefore alarmed at theſe ſymp- 
toms of the ſquire's admiration ; and for ſome time did not 
know what reply to make, when he aſked my opinion of 
her beauty: At length I came to a determination, and told 
hum that her name was Melinda, that ſhe had a fortune of 
LL T thouſand pounds, and was ſaid to be under promiſe of 
m 


irriage to a certain lord, who deferred his nuptials a few | 


months, until he ſhould be of age. I thought this piece 
of intelligence, which I had myſelf invented, would have 
hindered him effeQtually from entertaining any farther 
thoughts of her; but I was egregiouſly miſtaken. The 
fox-hunter had too much felt-ſufhciency, to deſpair of | 


ſucceſs againſt any competitor on earth. He therefore 


made light of her engagement, ſaying, with a ſmile of felf- 
approbation, . Mayhap ſhe will change her mind—what 
: hgmhes his being a lord? I think myſelf as good a man as 
_ Cer a lord in Chriſtendom ; and I'll fee if a commoner 
Worth three thouſand a year won't ſerve her turn.” This 
determination ſtartled me not a little : I knew he would 8 
ſoon diſcover the contrary of what I advanced; and as I 
believed he would ſind her ear open to his addrefles, did 
not doubt of meeting with every obſtacle in my amour that 
ber malice could invent, and her influence execute. This 
reflection increaſed my chagrin. My vexation was evi- 


dent. Narciſſa inſiſted on going home immediately; and 


as J led her to the door, her noble admirer, with a look 


full of languiſhment, directed to her a profound bow, 
which ſtung me to the ſoul. Before the went into the 
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chair, ſhe aſked, with an appearance of concern, what was 
the matter with me ? and I could pronounce no more than, 
«© By heaven! I'm diſtracted.” 


k 


CHAPTER LVIII. 


Tortured with jealouſy, I go home and abuſe Strap—receive a meſſage 
from Narciſſa, in conſequence of which I haſten to her apartment, where 
her endearing aſſurances baniſh all my doubts and apprehenſions—in 
my retreat. diſcover ſomebody in the dark, whom, ſuſpecting to be a 

_ fpy, I reſolve to kill; but, to my great ſurpriſe, am convinced of his 

being no other than Strap—Melinda flanders me I become acquainted 
with Lord Quiverwit, who endeavours to found me with regard to 
Narciſſa the Squire is introduced to his Lordſhip, and grows cold to- 

_ wards mel learn from my confidant, that this nobleman profeſſes ho- 

nouxrable love to my miſtreſs, who continues faithful to me, notwith- _ 
ſanding the ſcandalous reports ſhe has heard to my prejudice—l am 

mortified with an aſſurance that her whole fortune depends upon the 

Pleaſure of her brother Mr. Freeman condoles me on the decline of 

my character, which 1 vindicate ſo much to his ſatisfaction, that he un- 

dertakes to combat Fame in my behalt. - e 


Hanne uttered this exclamation, at which ſhe ſighed, 
I went home in the condition of a frantic bedlamite; and 
finding the fire in my apartment almoſt extinguiſhed, 
vented my fury upon poor Strap, whole ear I pinched 
with ſuch violence, that he roared hideouſly with pain, 
and, when I quitted my hold, looked ſo fooliſhly aghaſt, 

that no unconcerned ſpectator could have ſeen him, with- 
out being ſeized with an immoderate fit of laughter. It 

is true, I was ſoon ſenſible of the injury I had done, and 
| aſked pardon for the outrage I had committed; upon 

Which my faithful valet, ſhaking his head, ſaid, “ I forgive 
you, and may God forgive you.” But he could not help 
| thedding ſome tears at my unkindneſs. I felt unſpeak- 
able remorſe for what I had done, curſed my own ingra- 

titude, and conſidered his tears as a reproach that my 
ſoul, in her preſent diſturbance, could not bear. It fet 
all my paſſions into a ferment, I iwore horrible oaths 
without meaning or application, I foamed at the mouth, 

| kicked the chairs about the room, and played abundance 
of mad pranks, that frightened my friend almoſt out of 


5 
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his ſenſes. At length my tranſport ſubſided, I became 
melancholy, and wept inſenſibly. elec ll 
During this ſtate of dejection, I was ſurpriſed with the 
appearance of Miſs Williams, whom Strap, blubbering 
all the while, had conducted into the chamber, without 
giving me previous notice of her approach. She was ex- 
tremely affected with my condition, which ſhe had learn- 
ed from him, begged me to moderate my paſſion, ſuſpend 
my conjectures, and follow her to Narciſſa, who defired 
to ſee me forthwith. That dear name operated upon me 
like a charm ! I ſtarted up, and without opening my lips, 
was conducted into her apartment through the garden, 
which we entered by a private door. I found the ador- 
able creature in tears |—I was melted at the fight—we 
continued filent for ſome time—my heart was too full to 
 Tpeak—her ſnowy boſom heaved with fond reſentment ; 
at laſt ſhe ſobbing cried, * What have I done to diſoblige 
you?” My heart was pierced with the tender queſtion ! 
Il drew near with the utmoſt reverence of affeQtion !— 
I fell upon my knees before her, and kiſſing her hand, 
_ exclaimed, * O! thou art all goodneſs and perfection! _ 
I am undone by want of merit II am unworthy to pol- 
ſeſs thy charms, which heaven hath deſtined for the arms 
of ſome more favoured being.” She gueſſed the cauſe of 
my diſquiet, upbraided me gently for my ſuſpicion, and 
gave me ſuch flattering aſſurances of her eternal fidelity, 
that all my doubts and fears forſook me, and peace and 
ſatisfaction reigned within my breaſt. 
At midnight I left the fair nymph to her repoſe, and 
being let out by Miſs Williams, at the garden gate by 
which I entered, began to explore my way homeward in 
dhe dark, when I heard at my back a nate like that of a 
| baboon when he mews and chatters. I turned inſtantly, _ 
and perceiving ſomething black, concluded I was diſco- 
vered by ſome ſpy employed to watch for · that purpoſe : 
Arouſed at this conjecture, by which the reputation of 
the virtuous Narciſſa appeared in jeopardy, I drew my 
| ſword, and would have ſacrificed him to her fame, 
| Had not the voice of Strap reſtrained my arm: It was 
with great difficulty he could pronounce, © D—d—do 
mum—um—um—murder me, if you pleaſe.” Such an 
effect had the cold upon his jaws, that his teeth rattled 
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like a pair of caſtanets. Pleaſed to be thus undeceived, 
FT laughed at his conſternation, and aſked what brought 
him thither ? Upon which he gave me to underſtand, 
that his concern for me had induced him to follow me to 
that place, where the ſame reaſon had detained him till 
now ; and he frankly owned, that, in ſpite of the eſteem 
he had for Miſs Williams, he began to be very uneaſy 
about me, conſidering the diſpoſition in which I went 
abroad, and if I had ſtaid much longer, would have cer- 
tainly alarmed the neighbourhood in my behalf. The 
knowledge of this his intention confounded me ! I repre- 
ſented to him the miſchievous conſequences that would 
have attended ſuch a raſh action, and cautioning him ſe- 
verely againſt any ſuch deſign for the future, concluded 
my admonition with an aſſurance, that, in caſe he ſhould 
ever act ſo madly, I would, without helitation put him to 
death. Have a little patience (cried he, in a lamentable 
tone), your diſpleaſure will do the buſineſs, without your — 
committing murder.“ I was touched with this reproach; - mn 
and, as ſoon as we got home, made it my bufineſs to + 
5 appeaſe him, by explaining the cauſe of that tranſport 
during which I had uſed him ſo unworthily. 
Next day, when I went into the long- room, I obſerved 4 
| ſeveral whiſpers circulate all of a ſudden, and did not 5 
doubt that Melinda had been buſy with my character: N 
but I confoled myſelf with the love of Narciſſa, upon 
which I reſted with the moſt perfect confidence, and go- 
ing up to the rowly-powly table, won a few pieces from 
my ſuſpected rival, who, with an eaſy politeneſs, entered 
into converſation with me, and deſiring my company at 
the coffee houſe, treated me with tea and chocolate. I 
remembered Strutwell, and guarded againſt his inſinuat-⸗ 
ing behaviour; nor was my ſuſpicion wrong placed; he 
| artfully turned the diſcourſe upon Narciſſa, and endea- 
voured, by hinting at an intrigue he pretended to be en- 
gaged in elſewhere, to learn what connection there was 
between her and me. But all his fineſſe was ineffectual ; 
To I as convinced of his diſſimulation, and gave ſuch gene- 
nua anſwers to his inquiries, that he was forced to _ : 
= he ſubject, and talk of ſomething elſe. : 
While we converſed in this manner, the ſavage came 
in with another gentleman, who introduced him to his 
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Lordſhip; and he was received with ſuch peculiar marks 


of diſtinction, that I was perſuaded the courtier intended 


to uſe him in ſome ſhape or other; and from thence I 
drew an unlucky omen. But I had more cauſe to be dif- 
mayed the following day, when I ſaw the ſquire in com- 
pany with Melinda and her mother, who honoured me 


with ſeveral diſdainful glances; and when I afterwards 
threw myſelf in his way, inſtead of the cordial ſhake of 


the hand, he returned my ſalute with a cold repetition of 


A Servant, ſervant 3” which he pronounced with ſuch in- 
difference, or rather contempt, that, if he had not been 
Narciſſa's brothers, I ſhould have affronted him in public. 


Theſe occurrences diſturbed me not a little. I fore- 


hs ſaw the brooding ſtorm, and armed myſelf with reſolu- 
tion for the occaſion ; but Narciffa being at ſtake, I was 
far from being reſigned. T1 could have renounced every 


other comfort of life with ſome degree of fortitude ; but 
the proſpect of loling her diſabled all P 1 and ö 


tortured my ſoul into madneſs. 


Miſs Williams found me next morning full of anxious 


tumult, which did not abate, when ſhe told me, that my 
Lord Quiverwit, having profeſſed honourable intentions, 
had been introduced to my lovely miſtreſs by her brother, 
who had, at the ſame time, from the information of Me- 
linda, ſpoke of me as an Iriſh fortune-hunter, without 
either birth or eſtate; who ſupported myſelf in the ap- 
pearance of a gentleman b ſharping and other infamous 
practices; and who was of 
did not even know my own extraction. Though Les. 
pected all this malice, I could not hear it with temper, 
_ eſpecially as truth was ſo blended with falſehood in the 
_ affertion, that it would be almoſt impoſhble to ſeparate 
the one from the other in my vindication. But 1 ſaid 
nothing on this head, being impatient to know how Nar- | 
_ cifla had been affected with the diſcovery. That gene- 
rous creature, far from believing theſe imputations, was 


ſuch an obſcure origin, that I 


no ſooner withdrawn with her confidant, than ſhe in- 


veighed with great warmth againſt the malevolence of 
the world, to which only ſhe aſcribed the whole of what 
had been ſaid to my diſadvantage ; and calling every cir- 


cumſtance of my behaviour to her into review before her, 
found every thing ſo polite, honourable, and diſintereſted, 
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| that ſhe could not harbour the leaſt doubt of my being 
the gentleman I aflumed. “ I have indeed (ſaid ſhe) pur- 
poſely forbore to aſk the particulars of his life, leſt the re- 
capitulation of ſome misfortunes, which he has under- 


g gone, ſhould give him pain : And, as to the article of his 
ortune, I own myſelf equally afraid of inquiring into it, 


and of diſcovering the ſituation of my own, left we ſhould 


find ourſelves both unhappy in the explanation; for, alas! 


my proviſion is conditional, and depends entirely on my 
marrying with my brother's conſent.“ 


I was thunderſtruck with this intelligence; the light | 
| forſook my eyes, the colour vaniſhed from my cheeks, 
and I remained in a ſtate of univerſal trepidation ! My 
female friend perceiving my diſorder, encouraged me 
with aſſurances of Narciſſa's conſtancy, and the hope of 
ſome accident favourable to our love; and, as a further 
conſolation, gave me to underſtand, that ſhe had acquaint- 
ed my miſtreſs with the outlines of. my life; and that, 
although ſhe was no ſtranger to the preſent low ſtate 
of my finances, her love and eſteem were rather in- 
creaſed than diminiſhed by the knowledge of my cir- 
cumſtances. I was greatly comforted by this aſſurance, 
which ſaved me a world of confuſion and anxiety : For 
I muſt have imparted my ſituation one day to Narcifla ; 
and this taſk I could not have 'perforined without thame 


and diſorder. 


As I did not doubt that hy: this time; ah ales 2 
aſperſions of Melinda were diffuſed all over the town. 1 
| reſolved to collect my whole ſtrength of aſſurance, to 
brow-beat the efforts of her malice, and to publiſh her 
adventure with the frenchified barber, by way of repriſal. 
In the mean time, having promiſed to be at the garden 
gate about midnight, Miis Williams took her leave, bid- 


ding me repoſe myſelf entirely on the affection of my 


dear Narcifla, which was as perfect as inviolable. Before 
I went abroad, I was viſited by Freeman, who came on 
purpoſe to inform me of the infamous ſtories that were 
raiſed at my expence. I heard them with great temper, 
and in my turn diſcloſed every thing that had happened 
between Melinda and me; and, among other circum- 
| ſtances, entertained him Wich the ſtory of the barber, 1 
ting Aim know what ſhare his friend Banter had in that 
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affair: he was convinced of the injury my reputation had 
ſuffered, and no longer doubting the fountain from whence 
this deluge of flander had flowed upon me, undertook 


to undeceive the town in my behalf, and roll the ſtream 


back upon its ſource ; but, in the mean time, cautioned - 
me from appearing in public while the prepoſſeſſion was 


ſo ſtrong againſt me, leſt I ſhould meet with ſome affront 
that might have bad conſequences. . ER 
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CHAPTER LIX. 


I receive an extraordinary meſſage at the door of the long- room, which 


I however enter, and affront the ſquire, who threatens to take the 
law of me rebuke Melinda for her malice—ſhe weeps with vexation 
Lord Quiverwit is ſevere upon mel retort his ſarcaſm—am re- 
ceived with the utmoſt tenderneſs by Narcifla, who deſires to hear the 
ſtory of my life—we vow eternal conſtancy to one another—l retire—- 
am waked by a meſſenger, who brings a challenge from Quiverwit, 
whom I meet, engage, and vanquilu, e 


I rnaxK RD him for his advice, which, however, my 
pride and reſentment would not permit me to follow; 


for he no ſooner left me, in order to do juſtice to my cha- 


racter among his friends and acquaintance, than I ſallied 
out, and went directly to the long-room. I was met at 
the door by a ſervant, who preſented to me a billet with- 
cout a ſubſcription, importing that my preſence was diſ- 
gagreeable to the company, and deſiring I would take the 
hint without further diſturbance, and beſtow myſelf elſe- 
where for the future. This peremptory meſſage filled 


me with indignation. I followed the fellow who deliver- 


_ ed it, and ſeizing him by the collar, in preſence of all 


the company, threatened to put him Seer to 10 
arged him 


with ſuch an impudent commiſſion, that I might puniſh _ 

him as he deſerved. The meſſenger, affrighted at my 
menaces and furious looks, fell upon his knees, and told 
me, that the gentleman who ordered him to deliver the 
letter was no other than Narciſſa's brother, who, at that 
time, ſtood at the other end of the room, talking to Me- 
linda, I went up to him immediately, and, in the hearing 
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of his inamorata, accoſted him in theſe words “ Look'ee, 
Squire, was it not for one conſideration that protects you 
from my reſentment, I would cane you where you ſtand, 
for having had the preſumption to ſend me this ſcurrilous 
intimation;“ which I tore to pieces, and threw in his 
face: At the ſame time darting an angry regard at his 

miſtreſs, I told her, I was ſorry ſhe had put it out of my 
power to compliment her upon her invention, but at the 
expence of her good nature and veracity. Her admirer, 
whoſe courage never roſe but in proportion to the wine 
he had ſwallowed, inſtead of reſenting my addreſs in what 


zs called an honourable way, threatened to proſecute me 


for an aſſault, and took witneſſes accordingly ; while ſhe, 
piqued at his puſillanimous behaviour, and enraged at the 
ſarcaſm TI had uttered againſt her, endeavoured to make 
her quarrel a public cauſe, and wept aloud with ſpite and 
vexation. The tears of a lady could not fail of attraQt- 
ing the notice and concern of the ſpectators, to whom 

| the. complained of my rudeneſs with great bitterneſs, 
ſaying, if ſhe was a man, I durſt not uſe her ſo. The 
_ greateſt part of the 
gainſt me, were offended at the liberty I had taken, as 


0 


appeared from their looks; though none of them ſigni- 
fied their diſguſt any other way, except my Lord Qui- 
verwit, who ventured to ſay, with a ſneer, that I was in 
the right to eſtabliſh my own character, of which he had 
now no longer any doubt. Nettled at this ſevere equi- 
voque, which raiſed a laugh at my expence, I replied 
with ſome warmth, © I am proud of having in that par- 
| ticular got the ſtart of your Lordſhip.” He made no an- 
ſwer to my repartee, but, with a contemptuous ſmile, 


gentlemen, already prejudiced a- 


| walked off, leaving me in a very diſagreeable ſituation. . 
In vain did I make up to ſeveral people of my acquaint- 


ance, whoſe converſation, I hoped, would baniſh my con- 
fuſion; every body ſhunned me like a perſon infected, 
and I ſhould not have been able to bear my diſgrace, had 


5 not the idea of the ever-faithful and fond Narciſſa come 


to my relief. I quitted the ſcene of my mortification, and 
ſauntering about the town, happened to wake from my 
contemplation, when I found myſelf juſt oppoſite to a toy- 
ſhop, which I entered, and purchaſed a ring ſet with a 
ruby in the form of a heart, ſurrounded by diamond 
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ſparks, for which I paid ten guineas, nen it for a 
preſent to the charmer of my foul. _ 
I was introduced, at the hour appointed, to this divine 
creature, who, notwithſtanding what ſhe had heard to 
my difadvantage, received me with the utmoſt confidence 
and tenderneſs z and having been informed of the general 
ſketches of my life by Miſs Williams, expreſſed a defire 
of knowing the particular circumſtances, which I related 
with great candour, omitting, however, ſome things, that 
I concluded altogether improper for her ear, and which 
the reader's reffection will eaſily ſuggeſt. As my ſtory 
was little elſe than a recital of misfortunes, the tear of 
ſympathy ceaſed not to trickle down her enchanting eyes 
during the whole of the narration, which when I had fi- 
niſhed, ſhe recompenſed me for my trouble with the moſt 
endearing proteſtations of eternal love. She bewailed her 
reſtricted condition, as it was the means of retarding my 
Happineſs; told me, that Lord Quiverwit, by her bro- 
5 hes s permiſſion, had been to drink tea with her that very 
afternoon, and actually propoſed marriage; and ſeeing 
me extremely affected with this piece of information, of- 


fered to give me a convincing proof of her affection, by 


eſpouſing me in private, and leaving the reſt to fate. 1 
was penetrated with this inſtance of her regard, but that 

I might not be outdone in generoſity, reſiſted the be- 
witching temptation, in conſideration of her honour and 
intereſt; at the ſame time, I preſented my ring as a pledge 
of my inviolable attachment, and on my knees implored 
Heaven to ſhower its curſes on my head, if ever my heart 
ſhould entertain one thought unworthy of the paſſion 1 
then avowed. She received my token, gave me in return 
her picture in miniature, exquiſitely drawn, and ſet in 
gold; and in the ſame poſture called Heaven to witneſs, 
and to judge her flame. Our vows being thus reciprocally 
| breathed, a confidence of hope enſued, and our mutual 
fondneſs becoming as intimate as innocence would allow, 
I grew inſenſible of the progreſs of time, and it was morn- 
ing before I could tear myſelf from this darling of my 


ſoul !—My good angel foreſaw what would happen, and 


permitted me to indulge myſelf on this oecaſion, in con- 
ſideration of the fatal abſence I was doomed to ſuffer. 
IP went to bed immediately on my return to my lodg- 


RODERICK RANDOM. 40 


ing, and having flept about two hours, was waked by 
Strap, who, in great confuſion, told me, there was a foot- 
man below with a letter, which he would deliver to no- 


body but myſelf. Alarmed at this piece of news, I de- 


fired my friend to ſhow him up to my chamber, and re- 


ceived the following letter, ien he laid, ä an 
immediate anſwer. 


| 8 oy 
cc SIR, | 


cc WHEN any man injures my honour, let the differ- 
ence of rank between us be ever ſo great, I am contented 
to wave the privilege of my quality, "and to ſeek repara- 
tion from him on equal terms. The infolence of your re- 


ply to me yeſterday in the long-room, I might have over- 


looked, had not your preſumptive emulation in a much 
more intereſting affair, and a diſcovery which I mide this 
morning, concurred in perſuading me to chaſtiſe your 
audacity with my ſword. If you therefore have ſpirit 
enough to ſupport the character you aſſume, you will not - 
fail to follow the bearer immediately to a convenient place, 


WINES pk ſhall be met * 
Qurerae, 


Whether I was enervated 57 the love and favour of 


Narciſſa, or awed by the ſuperior ſtation of my antagoniſt, 
I know not, but I never had leſs inclination to fight than 
at this time : However, finding there was a neceſſity for :- 
vindicating the reputation of my miſtreſs, as well as for 
aſſerting my own honour, I forthwith roſe, and dreſſing 
in a hurry, put on my ſword, bade Strap attend me, and 
ſet out with my or. curſing my bad fortune all 
the way, for having been obſerved in my return from 


my angel; for ſo I interpreted his Lordſhip's diſcovery. 
When I came within fight of my rival, his lacquey told 


me, he had orders to top; ; upon which, I commanded. 
Strap to halt allo, while I walked forward, reſolving, if 


_ Poſſible, to come to an explanation with my challenger, 
before we ſhould come to battle. Nor was an opportuni- 


ty wanting; for I no ſooner approached, than he aſked, 


with a ſtern countenance, What buſineſs I had in Mr. 3 
Topehall's garden ſo early in the morning ? “ I don't 


know, my Lord (aid I), how to anſwer a queſtion 1 
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to me with ſuch magiſterial haughtineſs. If your Lord- 
ſhip will pleaſe to expoſtulate calmly, you will have no 
cauſe to repent of your condeſcenſion; otherwiſe, I am 
not to be intimidated into any confeſſion.“ There is no 


room for denial (anſwered he); I ſaw you come out with 


my own eyes.” Did any other perſon ſee me? (ſaid I) 


I neither know nor care (ſaid he; I want no other evi- 
dence than that of my own ſenſes.” Pleaſed to hear that 
the ſuſpicion was confined to him alone, I endeavoured to 
appeaſe his jealouſy, by owning an intrigue with the wait- 
ing-maid; but he had too much diſcernment to be ſo 
_ ealily impoſed upon, and told me there was only one way 
to convince him of the truth of what I alleged; which 
was no other than renouncing all claim to Narciſſa upon 


oath, and promiſing, upon honour, never to ſpeak to her 


for the future. Exaſperated at this propoſal, I unſheath- 
ed my ſword, ſaying, “ Heavens! what title have you, 
or any man on earth, to impoſe ſuch terms on me! He 
did the ſame, and making towards me with a contracted | 
brow, ſaid, I was a villain, and had diſhonoured Narciſſa. 
He's a ſcandalous villain (I replied, in a tranſport of 


fury), who brands me with that imputation ! She is a 


_ thouſand times more chaſte than the mother that bore 
you; and I will affert her honour with my heart's blood!“ 
So faying, I ruſhed upon him with more eagerneſs than 


addreſs, and endeavouring to get within his point, re- 


ceived a wound in my neck, which redoubled my rage. 
He excelled me in temper as well as in ſkill, by which 
means he parried my thruſts with great calmneſs, until 1 


had almoſt exhauſted my ſpirits ; and when he perceived 


me beginning to flag, attacked me fiercely in his turn. 
Finding himſelf however better oppoſed than he expected, 


he reſolved to follow his longe, and cloſe with me; ac- | 


cordingly, his ſword entered my waiſtcoat, on the fide ol 
the breaſt bone, and running up between my ſhirt and 
ſkin, appeared over my ſhoulder : I imagined that his wea- 
pon had perforated my lungs, and of conſequence that 
the wound was mortal; therefore, determined not to die 
unrevenged, I ſeized his ſhell, which was cloſe to my 
| breaſt, before he could diſentangle his point, and keeping 


it faſt with my left hand, ſhortened my own ſword with 


my right, intending to run him through the heart; but 
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he received the thruſt in the left arm, which penetrated 
up to the ſhoulder-blade. Diſappointed in this expecta- 
tion, and afraid ſtill that death would fruſtrate my re- 


venge, I grappled with him, and, being much the ſtronger, 


threw him upon the ground, where I wreſted his ſword 
out of his hand; and, ſo great was my confuſion, inſtead 


of turning the point upon him, ſtruck out three of his 
fore-teeth with the hilt. In the mean time, our ſervants 


ſeeing us fall, ran up to ſeparate and aſſiſt us; but, be- 
forc their approach, I was upon my feet, and had diſco- 
vered, that my ſuppoſed mortal wound was only a flight 
ſcratch. The knowledge of my own ſafety diſarmed me 


of a good deal of my reſentment, and I began to inquire 


with ſome concern into the fituation of my antagonift, 


who remained on the ground bleeding plentifully at his 
mouth and arm, I helped his footman to raiſe him, and 


having bound up his wound with my handkerchief, aſ— 
ſured him it was not dangerous; I likewiſe reſtored his 


ſword, and offered to ſupport him to his houfe. Fe 
| thanked me with an air of ſullen dignity; and whiſper- | 
ing, that I ſhould hear from him ſoon, went away, lean- 


o 


ing on his ſervant's ſhoulder. 


Il was ſurpriſed at this promiſe, which I conſtrued into 
a threat, and reſolved, if ever he ſhould call me out again, 
to uſe whatever advantage fortune might give mecover 

him in another manner. In the mean time, I had leiſure 
to take notice of Strap, who ſeemed quite ſtupified with 
horror: I comforted him with an aſſurance that I had re- 

ceived no damage, and explained the nature of this affair, 
as we walked homeward. By the time I had got into 


my apartment, I found the wound in my neck ſtiff and 


uneaſy, and a good deal of clotted blood run down upon 


my ſhirt : Upon which, I pulled off my coat and waiſt- 
coat, and unbuttoned my collar, that I might dreſs it with 
more eaſe. My friend no ſooner perceived my ſhirt quite 
_ dyed with blood, than imagining J had pot at leait twenty 
thouſand wounds, he cried, „O Jeſus !“ and fell flat on 
the floor. I ſtopped the bleeding with a little dry lint, 


and applying a plaſter over it, cleanſed myſelf from the 
gore, ſhifted and drefled, while he lay ſenſeleſs at my 
feet; fo that, when he recovered, and ſaw me perfectly 
well, he could ſcarce believe his own eyes. Now that 
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the danger was paſt, I was very well pleafed with what 
had happened, hoping that it would ſoon become known, 
and conſequently dignify my character not 9 little in this 
place. I was alſo proud of having ſhown myſelf, in 
ſome ſhape, worthy the love of Narciſſa, who, I was 
perſuaded, would not think the worſe of me for what I 
had done. 


CHAPTER IX. 


em viſited by Freeman, whh whom J appear in | poli: and am cateſſed 
—am ſent for þy Lord Quiverwit, whoſe preſence I quit in a paſſion 
—Narciſla is carried off by her brother—l1 intend to purſue him, and 
am diſſuaded by my friend—engage in play, and loſe all my money 
ſet out for London—try my fortune at the gaming-table without ſuc- 
celt—reccive a letter from don Ears) my tailor. 


W I cxterivined: myſelf with theſe: aer the 
news of the duel being communicated by ſome unknown 
channel, ſpread all over the town. I was viſited by Free- 
man, who teſtified his ſurpriſe at finding me ; for, he 
was told, that Lord Quiverwit being dead of his wounds, 
I had abſconded, in order to avoid the cognizance of the 
law. I aſked if people gueſſed the occaſion of the quar- 
rel; and underſtanding it was attributed to his Lord- 
ſhip's reſentment of my reply in the long- room, confirm- 
ed that conjecture, glad to ſind Narciſſa unſuſpected. 
My friend, after I had aſſured him that my antagoniſt 
was in no danger, wiſhed me joy of the event, than 
which, he ſaid, nothing could happen more opportunely 
to ſupport the idea he had given of my character to his 
friends, among whom he had been "_y aſſiduous 1 in my 
behalf. oh 
On hs ſtrength of this aſſurance, I went t with him to 
the coffeehouſe, where I was ſaluted by a great many of 
| thoſe very perſons who had ſhunned me the preceding 
day; and I found every body making merry with the 
ſtory of Melinda's French gallant. While I remained in 
this place, I received a meſſage from Lord Quiverwit, 
deſiring, if 1 was not engaged, to ſee me at his houſe. 
1 hither immediately rep aura, and was conducted to 
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an apartment, where I was received by his Lordſhip in 
bed. When we were left by ourſelves, he thanked me, 
in very polite terms, for having uſed the advantage for- 
tune had given me over him with ſuch moderation; and 
\ aſked pardon for any offence his reſentment might have 
| prompted him to commit. © I would willingly (ſaid he) 
make you my friend; but as it is impoſſible for me to 
diveſt myſelf of my paſſion for Narciſſa, I am too well 
convinced of your ſentiments, to think we ſhall ever agree 
on that ſubject. I took the liberty, therefore, of ſending 
for you, in order to own candidly, that I cannot help op- 
poſing your ſucceſs with that young lady ; though, at the 
ſame time, I promiſe to regulate my oppoſition by the 
dictates of juſtice and honour : 'This, however, I think 
proper to advertiſe you of, that ſhe has no independent 
fortune, and if you ſhould even ſucceed in your addreſſes, 
ou would haye the mortification to ſee her reduced to 
indigence, unleſs you have wherewithal to ſupport her— 
And I am credibly informed of your incapacity that way 
 — Nay, I will confeſs, that, urged by this conſideration, IL 
have actually ſent notice to her brother of the progreſs I 
ſuſpe& you bave made in her affection, and defired him 
to take his precautions accordingly. Alarmed and pro- 
voked at this information, I told his Lordſhip, that I did 
not ſee how he could reconcile that piece of conduct with 
his profeſſion of open nen and Aung away from him 
in a paſſion. 
As I walked homeward, in hope of hearing from my 
"miſtreſs as uſual by means of Miſs Williams, LI was ſur- 
priſed with the waving of a handkerchief from the win- 
dow of a coach and fix that paſſed by me at full ſpeed ; 
and, upon further obſervation, I ſaw a ſeryant on horſe- 5 
” back riding after it, who, I knew by his livery, belonged 
to the ſquire. 'Thunderſtruck with this diſcovery, the 
knowledge of my misfortune ruſhed all at once on my re- 
lection! I gueſſed immediately that the ſignal was made 
by the dear hand of Narciſſa, who, being hurried away 
in conſequence of Lord Quiverwit's meſſage to her bro- 
ther, had no other method of relating her diſtreſs, and 
imploring my aſſiſtance. Frantic with this conjecture, I 
ran to my lodgings, ſnatched my piſtols, and ordered 
Strap io get Polt hots, with ſuch incoherence of ſpeech 
| Cc 110 
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and diſorder, that the poor valet, terrified with the ſuſpi- 
cion of another duel, inſtead of providing what I defired, 


went forthwith to Freeman, who, being informed of my 


behaviour, came {traight to my apartment, and conjured 


me ſo pathetically to make him acquainted with the cauſe 


of my uneaſneſs, that I could not refuſe telling him my 
happineſs was fled with Narcifla, and that I muſt retrieve 
her, or periſh. He repreſented the madneſs of ſuch an 
undertaking, and endeavoured to divert me from it with 
great ſtrength of friendſhip and reaſon. But all his ar- 
guments would have been ineffectual, had he not put me 


in mind of the dependence I ought to have on the love of 
Narciſſa, and the attachment of her maid, who could not 
fail of finding opportunities to advertiſe me of their ſitua- 
tion; and at the ſame time demonſtrated the injury my 


charmer's reputation muſt ſuffer from my precipitate re- 


treat. I was convinced and compoſed by theſe conſidera- 
: tions: I appeared in public with an air of tranquillity, 


was well received by the beſt company in town, and, my 


misfortune taking air, condoled accordingly ; while 1 had 


the ſatisfaction of ſeeing Melinda ſo univerſally diſcoun- 


tenanced, that ſhe was fain to return to London, in order 
to avoid the ſcoffs and cenſure of the ladies at Bath. But 
though the hope of hearing from the darling of my ſoul 
ſupported my ſpirits a little while, I began to be very un- 
caſy, when, at the end of ſeveral weeks, I found that ex, 
pectation diſappointed. In ſhort, melancholy and de- 
ipondence took poſſeſſion of my ſoul; and repining at 


that providence, which, by acting the ſtepmother towards 
me, kept me from the fruition of my withes, I determin- 
ed, in a fit of deſpair, to riſk all I had at the gaming- 


table, with a view of acquiring a fortune ſufficient to 


render me independent for life, or of plunging myſelf in- 
to ſuch a ſtate of miſery as would effectually cruſh every 
ambitious hope that now tortured my imagination. 


Actuated by this fatal reſolution, I engaged in play, ” 
and, after ſome turns of fortune, found myſelf, at the end 
of three day s, worth a thouſand pounds; but it was not 
my intention to ſtop here, for which cauſe I kept Strap 
ignorant of my ſucceſs, and continued my career, until I 


Was reduced to five guineas, which I would have hazard- 


# 
* 
5 
& 
. 
. 
7 
"W 
* 
ff 
3 
* 
2 
* 
4 
in 
* 
Mo 
oY” 
43g 
3 
Fu 
a» 
2 
* 
15 
* 
_ 
3 
I 
* 
*& : 
* 


RODERICK RANDOM. 407 


ed alſo, had I not been aſhamed to fall from a bet of two 
hundred pounds to ſuch a petty ſum. 

Having thus executed my ſcheme, I went home, a- 
mazed to find myſelf ſo much at eaſe, and informed my 
friend Strap of my miſchance, with ſuch calmnels, that 
he, imagining I joked, affected to receive the tidings with 
great equanimity. But both he and I found ourſeives 
miſtaken very ſoon. I had miſinterpreted my own ſtu- 
pidity into deliberate reſignation; and he had reaſon to 
believe me in earneſt, when he ſaw me next morning 
agitated with the moſt violent deſpair, which he endea- | 
voured to alleviate with all the conſolation in his power. 
In one of my lucid intervals, however, I charged him 
to take a place in the ſtage-coach for London, and in 
the mean time paid my debts in Bath, which amounted 

to thirty ſhillings only. Without taking leave of my 
friends, I embarked, Strap having the good fortune to find 
aà return-horſe, and arrived in town, without having met 
with any thing remarkable on the road. While we croſſed 

Bagſhot Heath, I was ſeized with a ſort of inclination to 

retrieve my fortune, by laying paſſengers under contribu- 
tion in ſome {ſuch place. My thoughts were ſo circum- 
ſtanced at this time, that I ſhould have digeſted the crime 
of robbery, ſo righteouſly had I concerted my plan, and 
ventured my life in the execution, had I not been deterred 
by reflecting upon the infamy that attends detection. 
The apartment I formerly lived in being unengaged, 1 
took poſſeſhon of it, and next day went in queſt of Banter, 
who received me with open arms, in expectation of having 
his bond diſcharged to his liking : But when he underſtood 
What had happened, his countenance changed of a ſudden ; 
and he told me, with a dryneſs of diſpleaſure peculiar to 
_ himſelf, that, if he was in my place, he would put it out 
of fortune's power to play him ſuch another trick, and be 
_ avenged of his own indiſcretion at once. When I deſired 
him to explain his meaning, he pointed to his neck, raiſed 
himſelf on his tip-toes, and was going away without any 
further ceremony, when I put him in mind of my indi- 
gence, and demanded the five guineas I had formerly lent 
him. „Five guineas |! (cried he) Zounds ! had you acted 
with common prudence, you might have had twenty thou- 
ſand in your pocket by this time. I depended upon five 
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hundred from you, as much as if I had had notes for it in 
the bank ; and by all the rules of equity, you are indebted 
to me for that ſum.” I was neither pleaſed nor convinced 
by this computation, and inſiſted on my right with ſuch 


determined obſtinacy, that he was fain to alter his tone, 


and appeaſe my clamour, by aſſuring me, that he was not 
maſter of five ſhillings. Society in diſtreſs generally pro- 


maotes good underſtanding among people; from being a 


dun, I deſcended to be a client, and aſked his advice about 


repairing my loſſes. He counſelled me to have recourſe 
again to the gaming-table, where I ſucceeded fo well be- 
fore, and put myſelf in a condition by ſelling my watch. 
I followed his directions, and having accommodated him 


with a few pieces, went to che place, where 1 loſt every 
_ ting. IT 


'Then I returned to my lodgings full of ee reſo- 
lution, and having made Strap acquainted with my Hate, 
ordered him to pawn my iword immediately, that I might. 


be enabled to make another effort. This affectionate crea- _ 
ture no ſooner underſtood my purpoſe, than, ſeized with 
inſuppreſſible ſorrow at the proſpect of my miſery, he 
burſt into tears, and aſked what I propoſed to do, after 
the ſmail ſum he could raife on the ſword ſhould be ſpent? 
On my own account (ſaid he), I am quite unconcerned ; 
for, while God ſpares me health and theſe ten fingers, . 
can earn a comfortable ſubſiſtence any where; but what 
muſt become of you, who have leſs humility to ſtoop, and 
more appetites to gratity : Here I interrupted him, by 
_ ſaying, with a gloomy aſpect, I ſhould never want a re- 


ſource while I had a loaded piſtol in poſſeſſion. Stupiſied 
with horror at this dreadful inſinuation, de ſtood mute for 
ſome time, and then broke out into, God of his infinite 


mercy enable you to withſtand that temptation of the 
devil] Conſider your immortal ſoul—there is no repentance 
in the grave. O Lord | that ever we ſhould come to this 
Are we not enjoined to reſign ourſelves to the will of 

| Heaven !—where is your patience ? Durum patientia fran- 
ge- you are but a young man—there may be many good 
things in ſtore for you Accidit in puncto, quod non ſperatur 
in anno remember your uncle Mr. Bowling; perhaps he 


1s now on his voyage homeward, pleaſing himſelf with the 
hopes of ſeeing and relieving you; 5 peradventure he 
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is ls arrived, for the ſhip was expected about this 
time.“ A ray of hope ſhot athwart my ſoul at this ſug- 
geſtion ; I thanked my friend for his ſeaſonable recollec- 


tion, and, after having promiſed to take no reſolution nll 


his return, diſmiſſed him to Wapping for intelligence. 
In his abſence I was viſited by Banter, who being in- 


formed of my bad luck at play, told me, that fortune would 


probably be one day weary of perſecuting me. © In the 


mean time (ſaid he), here is a letter for you, which I re- 
ceived juſt now encloſed in one from Freeman.” I ſnatched 
it with eagerneſs, and knowing the ſuperſcription to be of 

Narciſſa's N kiſed! it with age: Hand and having 


5 en th read, 


W658 with great difſiculty that 1 have ſtolen from the 
obſervation of thoſe ſpies who are ſet over me, this oppor- 
tunity of telling you, that I was ſuddenly carried away 


from Bath by my brother, who was informed of our cor- 


reſpondence by Lord Quiverwit, whom, I ſince underſtand, 


you have wou::ded in a duel on my account. As I am full 


convinced. of your honour and love, I hope I ſhall never 
hear of ſuch deſperate proofs of either for the future. 1 


am ſo ſtrictly watched, that it will be impoſſible for you to 


lee me, until my brother's ſuſpicions ſhall abate, or Hea- 
ven contrive ſome other unforeſeen event in our behalf. 
In the mean time you may: een on the conſtancy and 


e of — 
= « Your own. 5 


ce P. 8. Miſs Williams, who i 18 my 1 de- 
ſires to be remembered to you. We are both in good 
health, and only in pain for you, eſpecially as it will be 
| impracticable for you to convey any meſſage or letter to 


the place of our confinement; for which reaſon, pray deſiſt 


from the attempt, chat, by miſcarrying, — prolong our 


captivity. 
rg WS 


This kind letter afforded. me great confolation' : I com- 


municated it to Banter, and at the fame time ſhowed him 


her * ; He approved of her beauty and good _ 


= NakCis84.” 
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and could not help owning, that my negle® of Miſs Snap- 
per was excuſable, when ſuch a fine creature engrotied my 
attention. 
I began to be reconciled to my fate, and imagined, that, 
if I could contrive means of ſubſiſting until my uncle 
Mould arrive, in caſe he was not already at home, he 
would enable me to do ſomething effeCtual in behalf of 


| my love and fortune. I therefore conſulted Banter about 


a preſent ſupply, who no ſooner underſtood that I had 
credit with a tailor, than he adviſed me to take off two or 
- three ſuits of rich clothes, and convert them into caſh, by 
| ſelling them at half price to a ſaleſman in Monmouth 

Street. I was ſtartled at this propoſal, which I thought 

favoured a little of fraud ; but he rendered it palatable, by 
obſerving, that in a few months I might be in a condition 
to do every body juſtice z and in the mean time I was ac- 
quitted by the honeſty of my intention. I ſuffered myſelf 
to be perſuaded by his ſalvo, by which my neceſſity, rather 


than my judgment, was convinced; and when I found 


there were no accounts of the ſhip in which my uncle 
_ embarked, actually put the ſcheme in practice, and raiſed | 
by it five and twenty ras, paying him for his advice 


| with the odd "me | 


, CHAPTER LXI. 


1 am \ arreſted carried to the Marſhalſca—find my old acquaintance Beau 
Jackſon in that jaii—he informs me of his adventures—Strap arrives, 
and with difficulty is comforted—Jackſon introduces me to a poet—l 

admire his converſation and capacity—am deeply affected with my 
misfortunc—Strap Rives himſelf as a e barber. : 


Bor this expedient 1 was in a few weeks ales. Win 


a conſequence I did not foreſee; a player having pur- 


chaſed one of the ſuits which were expoſed to fale, ap- 
peared in it on the ſtage one night, while my tailor un- 
fortunately happened to be preſent. He knew it im- 
mediately, and inquired minutely into the affair, diſco- 


vered my whole contrivance; upon which he came to 


* lodging 8, and telling me that he was ve y much - 
— Araitencd f tor want of money, preſented his bill, which 
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amounted to gol. Surpriſed at this unexpected addreſs, 
I affected to treat him cavalierly, ſwore ſome oaths, 
aſked if he doubted my honour, and, telling him J 
{ſhould take care whom I dealt with for the future, bade 


him come again in three days. He obeyed me punc- 
tually, demanded his money, and finding himſelf amuſed 


with bare promiſes, arreſted me that very day in the ſtreet. 


I was not much ſhocked at this adventure, which, indeed, 
put an end to a ſtate of horrible expectation ; but I re- 
fuſed to go to a ſpunging-houſe, where I heard there was 
nothing but the moſt flagrant impcſition; and a coach 
being called, was carried to the Marſhalſea, attended by 


aà a bailifF and his follower, who were very much diſappoint- 
eq and-chaprined at my refolution. . 
The turnkey, gueſſing from my appearance that I had 
money in my pocket, received me with the repetition of 


the Latin word depone, and gave me to underitand, that 
T muſt pay before-hand for the apartment I thould chooſe = 
to dwell in. I deſired to ſee his conveniencies, and hired 
a ſmall paultry bed-chamber for a crown a-week, which, 
in any other place, would have let for half the money. 
Having taken poſſeſſion of this diſmal habitation, I ſent 
for Strap, and my thoughts were buſied in collecting 
matter of conſolation to that faithful ſquire, when ſome- 
body knocked at my door, which I no ſooner opened, 
than a young fellow entered, in very ſhabby clothes, and 
marvellous foul linen. After a low bow, he called me 
by my name, and aſked if I had forgot him. His voice 
aſſiſted me in recollecting his perſon, whom I ſoon re- 
cognized to be my old acquaintance Jackſon, of whom 
mention is made in the firſt part of my memoirs. I fa- 
luted him cordially, expreſſed my ſatisfaction of finding 
him alive, and condoled him on his preſent ſituation, 
Which, however, did not ſeem to affect him much, for he 
laughed very heartily at the occaſion of our meeting ſo 
Unexpectedly in this place. Our mutual compliments 
being paſt, I inquired about his amour with the lady of 
fortune, which ſeemed to be ſo near a happy concluſion 
: when I had the pleaſure of ſeeing him laſt ; and, after au 
 Immoderate fit of laughter, he gave me to underſtand, 
that he had been egregiouſly bit in that affair. You _ 
muſt know (ſaid he) that a few days after our adventurs | 
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and could not help owning, that my neglect of Miſs Snap- 


per was excuſable, when ſuch a fine creature engroſſed my 
attention. 


I began to be reconciled to my fol, and imagined, that, 


if I could contrive means of ſubſiſting until my uncle 


ſhould arrive, in caſe he was not already at home, he 
would enable me to do ſomething effeCtual in behalf of 


my love and fortune. I therefore conſulted Banter about 


a preſent ſupply, who no ſooner underſtood that I had 
credit with a tailor, than he adviſed me to take off two "a 


three ſuits of rich clothes, and convert them into caſh, 1 


ſelling them at half price to a ſaleſman in Monmouth 


Street. I was ſtartled at this propoſal, which I thought 


favoured a little of fraud; but he rendered it palatable, by 


obſerving, that in a few months might be in a condition 


to do every body juſtice; and in the mean time I was ac- 
quitted by the honeſty of my intention. I ſuftered myſelf 


io be perſuaded by his ſalvo, by which my neceſſity, rather 
than my judgment, was convinced; and when I found 
there were no accounts of the ſhip in which my uncle 
_ embarked, actually put the ſcheme in practice, and raiſed 


: by it five ad twenty guineas, paying him for his advice 
with the odd e | 


CHAPTER LXI. 


5 6 1. am e e to the Marſhalſea—find my old acquaintance Beau 


Jackſon in that jail—he informs me of his adventures—Strap arrives, 

and with difficulty is comforted—Jackſon introduces me to a poct—! 
admire his converſation and capacity—am deeply affected with my 
e hires himſelf as a en barber. 


Bor this expedient was in a few wks aided: with 
a conſequence I did not foreſee ; a player having pur- 
chaſed one of the ſuits which were expoſed to ſale, ap- 
peared in it on the ſtage one night, while my tailor un- 
fortunately happened to be preſent. He knew eit im- 
mediately, and inquired minutely into the affair, diſco- 
vered my whole contrivance; upon which he came to 
my lodgings, and telling me that he was ve y much 


Araitened for want of money, preſented his bill, which 
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amounted to gol. Surpriſed at this unexpected addreſs, 
I affected to treat him cavalierly, ſwore ſome oaths, 


| aſked if he doubted my honour, and, telling him 1 


{ſhould take care whom I dealt with for the future, bade 
him come again in three days. He obeyed me punc- 


tually, demanded his money, and finding himſelf amuſed 
with bare promiſes, arreſted me that very day in the ſtreet. 


I was not much ſhocked at this adventure, which, indeed, 


put an end to a ſtate of horrible expectation; but I re. 
fuſed to go to a ſpunging-houſe, where I heard there was 


nothing but the moſt flagrant impcſition; and a coach 
being called, was carried to the Marſhalſea, attended by 


a bailiff and hiv follower, who were very much diſappoint- 


ed and chagrined at my reſolution. 


The turnkey, gueſſing from my appearance that I had 


money in my pocket, received me with the repetition of 


the Latin word depone, and gave me to underitand, that 


1 muſt pay before-hand for the apartment I ſhould chooſe 


to dwell in. I defired to ſee his conveniencies, and hired 


A {mall paultry bed-chamber for a crown a-week, which, 


in any other place, would have let for balf the money. 
Having taken poſſeſſion of this diſmal habitation, I ſent 
for Strap, and my thoughts were buſied in collecting 

matter of conſolation to that faithful ſquire, when ſome- 


body knocked at my door, which I no ſooner opened, 
than a young fellow entered, in very ſhabby clothes, and 


marvellous foul linen. "After a low bow, he called me 
by my name, and aſked if I had forgot him. His voice 
aſſiſted me in recollecting his perſon, whom 1 ſoon re- 


cognized to be my old acquaintance Jackſon, of whom 
mention is made in the firſt part of my memoirs. I ſa- 
luted him cordially, expreſſed my ſatisfaction of finding 


him alive, and condoled him on his preſent ſituation, 
which, however, did not ſeem to affect him much, for he 


laughed very heartily at the occaſion of our meeting ſo 


unexpectedly in this place. Our mutual compliments 


being paſt, I inquired about his amour with the lady of 
fortune, which ſeemed to be ſo near a happy concluſion 


when I had the pleaſure of ſeeing him laſt ; and, after an, 


immoderate fit of laughter, he gave me to underſtand, 


that he had been egregiouſly bit in that affair.“ You 


muſt know (aid he) that a few days after our adventure 
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with the bawd and her b—ches, I found means to be 


married to that fame fine lady you ſpeak of, and paſſed 
the night with her at her lodgings, ſo much to her ſatis- 
faction, that early in the morning, after a good deal of 


Inivilling and ſobbing, the owned, that, far from being 


an heireſs of great fortune, ſhe was no other than a com- 
mon woman of the town, who had decoyed me into ma- 
trimony, in order to enjoy the privilege of a femme cou- 


verte; and that, unleſs I made my eſcape immediately, I 
| ſhould be arreſted for a debt of her contracting, by bailiffs 


employed and inſtructed for that purpoſE Startled at 
this intimation, J roſe in a twinkling, and taking leave of 


my ſpouſe with ſeveral hearty damns, got ſafe into the 
verge of the court, where I kept ſnug until I was appoint- 
ed ſurgeon's mate of a man of war at Portſmouth ; for 


which place I ſet out on Sunday, went on board of my 
{hip, in which I ſailed to the Straits, where I had the good 


fortune to be made ſurgeon of a ſloop that came home a 
ſew months after, and was put out of commiſſion; where- 
upon II came to London, imagining myſelf forgotten, and 


freed from my wife, and her creditors ; but had not been 


in town a week before I was arreſted for a debt of her's, 
amounting to 20l. and brought to this place, where 1 
have been fixed by another action ſince that time. How- 
_ ever, you know my diſpoſition ; I defy care and anxiety ; 
and being on the half-pay lift, make ſhift to live here to- 
lerably eaſy. I congratulated him on his philoſophy, and 
_ remembering that 1 was in his debt, repaid the money 


he formerly lent me, which, I believe, was far from be- 


ing unſeaſonable. I then inquired about the economy of 


the place, which he explained to my ſatisfaction; and 


after we had agreed to meſs together, he was juſt going 
to give orders for dinner, when Strap arrived. 8 


I never in my life ſaw ſorrow fo extravagantly expreſ- 


ſed in any countenance as in that of my honeſt friend, 


which was, indeed, particularly adapted by nature for 


ſuch impreſſions. When we were left by ourſelves, 1 
communicated to him my diſaſter, and endeavoured to 
conſole him with the ſame arguments he had formerly 
uſed to me, withal repreſenting the fair chance I had of 


being reheved in a ſhort time by Mr. Bowling. | But his : 
grief was unutterable; he ſeemed to give attention with- 
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out liſtening, and wrung his hands in ſilence; ſo that I 
was in a fair way of being infected by his behaviour, 
when Jackſon returned, and perceiving the deference I 
paid to Strap, although in a footman's habit, diſtributed 
his crumbs of comfort with ſuch mirth, jollity, and un- 
concern, that the features of the diſtreſſed ſquire relaxed 
by degrees; he recovered the uſe of ſpeech, and began to 
be a little more reconciled to this lamentable event. We 
_ dined together on boiled beef and greens, brought from a 
cook's ſhop in the neighbourhood ; and although this meal 
was ſerved up in a manner little correſponding with the 
ſphere of life in which I had lately lived, I made a virtue 
of neceſſity, ate with good appetite, and treated my friends 
with a bottle of wine, which had the deſired effect, of 
increaſing the good humour of my fellow-priſoner, and 
exhilerating the ſpirits of Strap, who now talked cavalier- 
% ũ mn ĩ ore 
Alfter dinner, Jackſon left us to our private affairs; 
when I deſired my friend to pack up all our things and 
carry them to ſome cheap lodging he ſhould chooſe for 
himſelf in the neighbourhood of the Marſhalſea, after he 
had diſcharged my lodging, for which purpoſe I gave him 
money. I likewiſe recommended to him the keeping my 
misfortune ſecret, and ſaying to my landlord, or any 
other who ſhould inquire for me, that I was gone into 
the country for a few weeks; at the ſame time I laid 
itrong injunctions upon him to call every ſecond day up- 
on Banter, in caſe he ſhould receive any letter for me 
from Narciſſa, by the channel of Freeman; and by all 
means to leave a direction for himſelf, at my uncle's lodg- 
ings in Wapping, by which I might be found when my 


„% TY 
When he departed to execute theſe orders (which, by 
the by, were punctually performed that very night), 1 
found myſelf fo little ſeaſoned to my ſituation, that T 
__ dreaded reflection, and ſought ſhelter from it in the com- 
_ pany of the beau, who, promiſing to regale me with a 
lecture upon taſte, conducted me to the common fide, 
where I ſaw a number of naked miſerable wretches aſ- 
ſembled together. We had not been here many minutes, 
when a figure appeared, wrapt in a dirty rug, tied about 
his loins with two pieces of lift, of different colours, 
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knotted together; having a black buſhy beard, and his 
head covered with a huge maſs of brown periwig, which 
ſeemed to have been raviſhed from the head of ſome ſcare- 
crow. This apparation, ſtalking in v-ith great ſolemnity, 
made a profound bow to the audience, who ſignified their 
approbation by a general reſponſe of How d'ye do, doc- 
tor?“ He then turned towards us, and honoured Jackſon 
with a particular ſalutation: Upon which my friend, in a 
formal manner, introduced him to me, by the name of 
Mr. Melopoyn.—This ceremony being over, he advanced 
into the middle of the congregation, which crowded a- 
round him, and hemming three times, to my utter aſtoniſh- 
ment, pronounced with great ſignificance of voice and 
_ geſture, a very elegant and ingenious diſcourſe upon the 
difference between genius and taſte, illuſtrating his afſer- 
tions with apt quotations from the beſt authors, ancient 
as well as modern. When he had finiſhed his harangue, 
which Jaſted a full hour, he bowed again to the ſpectators, 
not one of whom (I was informed) underſtood ſo much as 


a ſentence of what he had uttered. They manifeſted, _ 


however, their admiration and eſteem by a voluntary con- 
tribution, which, Jackſon told me, one week with another, 
amounted to eighteen pence. This moderate ſtipend, 
together with ſome ſmall preſents that he received for 
making up differences, and deciding cauſes amongſt the 
_ priſoners, juſt enabled him to breathe and walk about, in 
the groteſque figure I have defcribed—lI underſtood alſo, 
that he was an excellent poet, and had compoſed a tra- 
gedy, which was allowed by every body who had ſeen it 
to be a performance of great merit; that his learning was 
infinite, his morals unexceptionable, and his modeſty in- 


vincible. Such a character could not fail of attracting 


my regard; I longed impatiently to be acquainted with 
him, and deſired Jackſon would engage him to ſpend the 
evening in my apartment. My requeſt was granted, he 
favoured us with his company, and in the courſe of our 
_ converſation, perceiving that I had a ſtrong paſſion tor 
the Belles Lettres, acquitted himſelf ſo well on that ſub- 
ject, that I expreſſed a fervent deſire of ſeeing his produc- 
tions. In this point too he gratified my inclination ;— 
he promiſed to bring his tragedy to my room next day, 
and in the mean time entertained me with ſome detached : 
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pieces, which gave me a very advantageous idea of his 
oetical talent. Among other things I was particularly 


pleaſed with ſome elegies, in imitation of Tibullus ; one 


of which I beg leave to ſubmit to the reader, as a ſpeci- 
men of his complexion and capacity. 


98 I. | LN pet . 
Where now are all my flattering dreams of joy? 


Monimia, give my ſoul her wonted reſt:— 4 
Since firſt thy beauty fix d my roving eye, TA 
Heart-gnawing cares corrode my penſive breaſt ! 
I | 9 


5 | I. 
Let happy lovers fly where pleaſures call, 
With feſtive ſongs beguile the fleeting hour; 
Lead beauty through the mazes of the ball, 
Or preſs her wanton in love's roſeate bower. 
For me, no more ['ll range th' empurpled mead, 
Where ſhepherds pipe, and virgins dance around; 
Nor wander through the woodbine's fragrant ſhade, 
To hear the muſic of the grove reſounß ct. | 
PI ſeek ſome lonely church, or dreary hall, 
Where fancy paints the glimm'ring taper blue, 
Where damps hang mould'ring on the ivy'd wall, 
And ſheeted ghoſts drink up the midnight dew, 


There, leagu'd with hopeleſs anguiſh and deſpair, 
A while in filence o'er my fate repine: 
Then, with a long farewell to love and care, 
To kindred duſt my weary limbs conſign. | 
+ ho | | | VI. DEED 
Milt thou, Monimia, ſhed a gracious tear 
On the cold grave where all my ſorrows reſt ; 
Strew vernal flowers, applaud my love ſincere, 


8 And bid the turf lie eaſy on my breaſt! 


I Was wonderfully affected with this pathetic com- 
plaint, which ſeemed ſo well calculated for my own diſ- 
appointment in love, that I could not help attaching the 
idea of Narciſſa to the name of Monimia, and of forming 
uch melancholy preſages of my paſſion, that I could not 


recover my tranquillity, and was fain to have recourſe to 


the bottle, which prepared me for a profound ſleep, that 
T could not otherwiſe have enjoyed. Whether theſe im- 
preſſions invited and introduced a train of other melan- 
choly reflections, or my fortitude was all exhauſted in the 
| effort I made againſt deſpondence, during the firſt day of 
my impriſonment, I cannot determine; but I awoke in 
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the horrors, and found my imagination haunted with 


ſuch diſmal apparitions, that I was ready to deſpair ;— 


and I believe the reader will own, I had no great cauſe 


to congratulate myſelf, when I confidered my ſituation. 


I was interrupted in the midſt of theſe gloomy apprehen- 


ſions by the arrival of Strap, who contributed not a little 


to the re-eſtablithment of my peace, by letting me know 
that he had hired himſelf as a journeyman barber ; by 


which means he would be able not only to ſave me a 


_ conſiderable expence, but even make {hift to lay up ſome- 
thing for my ſubſiſtence after my money ſhould be ſpent, 
in caſe I ſhould not be be relieved before. : 


cl APTER LXII. 


1 read Melopoyn' s tragedy, 4 conceive a 705 opinion ol his geniu 
| he recounts his eee 7 


W we ate our c breakfaſt together, 1 made 1 

quainted with the character and condition of the poet, 
Who came in with his play at that inſtant, and imagining 

we were engaged about buſineſs, could not be prevailed 


upon to ſit; but, leaving his performance, went away. 


My friend's tender heart was melted at the fight of a gen- 
tleman and Chriſtian (for he had a great veneration for 
both theſe epithets) in ſuch miſery; and aſſented with | 
great cheerfulneſs to a propoſal I made of clothing him 
with our ſuperfluities; a taſk with which he charged him- E 
elf, and departed immediately to perform it. 


He was no ſooner gone, than I locked my door, and 


fat down to the tragedy, which I read to the end with 
vaſt pleaſure, not a little amazed at the conduct of the 
managers who had rejected it. The fable, in my opi- 
nion, was well choſen, and naturally conducted; the in- 
cidents intereſting, the characters beautifully contraſted, 
ſtrongly marked, and well ſupported; the diction poeti- 
cal, ſpirited, and correct; the unities of the drama main- 


tained with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſoe; the opening 
gradual and engaging, th: peripeteia ſurpriſing, and the 
cataſtrophe altecting; In ſhort, 1 Judged it by the laws 
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of Ariſtotle and Horace, and could find nothing in it ex- 
ceptionable, but a little too much embelliſhment in ſome 
tew places, which objection he removed to my fatisfac- 
tion, by a quotation from Ariſtotle's Poetics, importing, 
that the leaſt intereſting parts of a poem ought to be 
raiſed and dignified by the charms and ergy of dic- 
tion. 
LI revered his genius, and was ſeized with an eager cu- 
rioſity to know the particular events of a fortune ſo un- 
worthy of his merit. At that inſtant Strap returned 
with a bundle of clothes, which I ſent with my compli- 
ments to Mr. Melopoyn, as a ſmall token of my regard, 
and defired the favour of his company to dinner. He 
accepted my preſent and invitation, and in leſs than half 
an hour made his appearance in a decent dreſs, which 
altered his figure very much to his advantage. I per- 
| ceived, by his countenance, that his heart was big with | 
gratitude, and endeayoured to prevent his acknowledg- 
ments, by aſking pardon for the liberty I had taken; he 
made no reply, but, with an aſpect full of admiration and 
eſteem, bowed to the ground, while the tears guthed from 
| his eyes. Affected with theſe ſymptoms of an ingenuous 
mind, I ſhifted the converſation, and complimented him 
on his performance, which, I aſſured him, afforded me 
infinite pleaſure. My approbation made him happy; din- 
ner being ſerved, and Jackſon arrived, I begged their 
permiſſion for Strap to ſit at table with us, after having 


informed them, that he was a perſon to whom I was 


extremely obliged ; they were kind enough to grant that 
favour, and we ate er with great harmony and la- 


555 tisfaction. £ 


Our meal being ended, 1 expreſſed. my wonder at the | 
little regard Mr. Melopoyn had met with from the world; 
and ſignified a deſire of hearing how he had been treated 
by the managers of the playhouſes, to whom I underſtood | 
from Jackſon he had offered his tragedy without ſucceſs. 
There is fo little entertaining in the incidents of my 

life (ſaid he), that I am ſure the recital will not recom- 
penſe your attention; but, ſince you diſcover an inclina- 
tion to know them, 1 underſtand my atx. too well to di- 
appoint your deſire.“ 


„ My father, who Was a curate in he country, 3 by 
el. J. 1 0 
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the narrownefs of his circumſtances, hindered from main- 
taining me at the univerſity, took the charge of my edu- 
cation upon himſelf, and laboured with ſuch induſtry and 
concern in the undertaking, that I had little cauſe to re- 
gret the want of public maſters. Being at great pains to 


conſult my natural bias, he diſcovered in me, betimes, an 
_ inclination for poetry; upon which he recommended me 


to an intimate acquaintance with the claſſics, in the culti- 
vation of which he aſſiſted me with paternal zeal and un- 


common erudition. When he thought me ſufficiently ac- 


quainted with the ancients, he directed my ſtudies to the 


beſt modern authors, French and Italian, as well as En- 


gliſh, and laid a particular injunction upon me to _ 
myſelf maſter of my mother tongue. 


About the age of eighteen, I grew dit gf: un- 


dertaking a work of ſome conſequence; and, with my 


father's approbation, actually planned the tragedy you 


have read; but, before I had finifhed four acts, that in- 


dulgent parent died, and left my mother and me in very 


indigent circumſtances. A near relation, compaſſionating 


our diftreſs, took us into his family, where I brought my 


fable to a concluſion ; and ſoon after that period my mo 
ther quitted this life. When my ſorrow for this melan- 
choly event had ſubſided, I told my kinſman, who was a 
farmer, that having paid my laſt duty to my parent, I had 
now no attachment to detain me in the country, and 
therefore was reſolved to ſet out for London, and offer my 
play to the ſtage, where I did not doubt of acquiring a 
large ſhare of fame as well as fortune; in which cafe I 


ſhould not be unmindful of my friends and benefactors. 
My couſin was raviſhed with the proſpe& of my felicity, 
and willingly contributed towards the Re" of Fitting ; 


me out for my expedition. 


« Accordingly I took a place in + the waggon, o_ ar- 
rived in town, where I hired an apartment in a garret, 


willing to live as frugal as poſhble, until I ſhould know 


what I had to expect from the manager, to whom I in- 


tended to offer my play. For, though J looked upon 


myſelf as perfectly ſecure of a good reception, imagin- 


ing that a patentee would be as eager to receive, as I to | 
- preſent my production, I did not know whether or not he 


might be pre- engaged in favour of another author, a cir- 
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cumſtance that would certainly retard my ſucceſs. On 
this conſideration too, I determined to be ſpeedy in my 
application, and even to wait upon one of the managers 
the very next day. For this purpoſe, I inquired of my 
landlord, if he knew where either or both of them lived; 
and he being curious to know my buſineſs, and at the 
ſame time appearing to be a very honeſt friendly man (a 
tallow-chandler), I made him acquainted with my deſign; 
upon which he told me, that I went the wrong way to 
work ; that I would not find ſuch eaſy acceſs to-a manager 
as J imagined; and that, if I delivered my performance 
without proper recommendation, it would be as one to a 
thouſand if ever it thould be minded. Take my advice 
(aid he), and your buſineſs is done. One of the patentees 
is a good Catholic, as I am, and uſes the ſame father who 
confeſſes me. I will make you acquainted with this good 
| prieſt, who is an excellent ſcholar, and if he ſhould ap- 
prove of your play, his recommendation will go a great 
way in determining Mr. Supple to bring it on the ſtage.” 
LI applauded his expedient, and was introduced to the friar, 
who having peruſed the tragedy, was pleaſed to ſignify his 
approbation, and commended me, in particular, for having 
avoided all reflections upon religion. He promiſed to uſe 
all his influence with his fon Supple in my behalf, and to 
inform himſelf that very day at what time it would be 
proper for me to wait upon him with the piece. He was 
punctual in performing his engagement, and next morn- 
ing gave me to underſtand that he had mentioned my 
affair to the manager, and that I had no more to do, than 
to go to his houſe any time in the forenoon, and make uſe 
of his name, upon which I ſhould find immediate admit- 
| tance. I took this advice, put my performance in my 


boſom, and, having received directions, went immediately 


to the houſe of Mr. Supple, and knocked at the door, 
which had a wicket in the middle, faced with a net-work 
of iron. Through this a ſervant having viewed me for 
ſome time, demanded to know my buſineſs. I told him 
my buſineſs was with Mr. Supple, and that I came from 
Mr. O'Varniſh. He examined my appearance once more, 
then went away, returned in a few minutes, and ſaid his 
| maſter was buſy, and could not be ſeen. Although I was 
a little mortified at®my diſappointment, I was perſuaded 
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that my reception was owing to Mr. Supple's ignorance 


of my errand ; and, that I might meet with no more ob- 


ſtructions of the ſame kind, 1 deſired Mr. O'Varniſh to be 
my introduCtor the next time. He complied with my 
requeſt, and obtained immediate admittance to the mana- 
ger, who received me with the utmoſt. civility, and pro- 


miſed to read my play with the firſt convenience. By his 


own appointment, I called again in a fortnight, but he was 


gone out; J returned in a week after, and the poor gentle- 


man was extremely ill; I renewed my viſit in a fortnight. 


after that, and he aſſured me, he had been ſo much fa- 


tigued with buſineſs, that he had not been able as yet to 


read it to an end; but he would take the firſt opportunity; 
and, in the mean time, obſerved, that what he had juſt 


ſeen of it was very entertaining. I comforted myſelf with 


this declaration a few weeks longer, at the end of which 


I appeared again before his wicket, was let in, and found 


him laid up with the gout. I no ſooner entered his 
chamber, than, looking at me with a languiſhing eye, he 
| faid, „Mr. Melopoyn, I'm heartily ſorry for an accident 
that has happened during my illneſs. You muſt know, 
that my eldeſt boy, finding as manuſcript upon the table 


in the dining- room, where I uſed to read it, carried it into 


the kitchen, and leaving it there, a negligent wench of a 
_ cook-maid, miſtaking it for waſte paper, has expended it 
all but a ſew leaves in ſinging fowls upon the ſpit. But 

I hope the misfortune is not irreparable, fince, no doubt, 
- " you have ſeveral copies.” nm ts, LY 


„ I proteſt to you, my good friend, Mr. Random, I was 


extremely ſhocked at this information; but the good-na- 


tured gentleman ſeemed to be ſo much affected with my 


misfortune, that I ſuppreſſed my concern, and told him, 


that although I had not another copy, I ſhould be able to 


retrieve the loſs by writing another from my memory, 
which was very tenacious. You cannot imagine how well 
_ pleaſed Mr. Supple was at this aſſurance; he begged 1 

would ſet about it immediately, and carefully revolve and 


recollect every circumſtance, before I pretended to com- 
mit it to paper, that it might be the ſame individual play 


that he had peruſed. Encouraged by this injunction, | 
which plainly demonſtrated how much he intereſted him- 
felf in the affair, I taſked my remembrance and induſtry, | 


3 
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and in three weeks produced the exact image of the for- 
mer, which was conveyed to him by my good friend, 


Father O'Varniſh, who told me next day that Mr. Supple 


would reviſe it ſuperficially, i in order to judge of its ſame- 
neſs with the other, and then give his final anſwer. For 
this examination I allotted a week; and, in full confidence 


of ſeeing it acted in a little while, feraanded an audience 
of the manager, when that term was expired. But alas! 


the ſeaſon had flipped away inſenſibl); he convinced me, 
that, if my play had been put into rehearſal at that time, 


it could not have been ready for performing until the end 
of March, when the benefit nights came on ; conſequently 
it would have interfered with the intereſt of the players, 


whom it was not my buſineſs to diſoblige. 


66 J was fain to acquieſce in theſe reaſons, which to be 


ſure were extremely juſt, and to reſerve my performance 
for the next ſeaſon, when he hoped I would not be ſo un- 


lucky: Although it was a grievous diſappointment to me, 


who by this time began to want both money and neceſ- 


faries : having, on the ſtrength of my expectation from the 
theatre, launched out into ſome extravagancies, by which 
the ſum I brought to town was already almoſt conſumed. 


| Indeed, I ought to be aſhamed at this circumſtance of m. 


conduct: For my finances were ſufficient, with good eco- 
nomy, to have maintained me comfortably a whole year. 
You will perhaps be amazed when I tell you, that in fix | 
months I expended not a farthing leſs than ten guineas : 
But when one conſiders the temptations to which a young 
man is expoſed in this great city, eſpecially if he is ad- 
dicted to pleaſure, as I am, the wonder will vaniſh, or at 
_ leaſt abate. Nor was the cauſe of my concern . to 


my own ſituation entirely: I had writ an account of m 


good reception to my kinſman the farmer, and defired him : 
to depend upon me for the money he had kindly accom- 
 modated me with about the end of February; which pro- 
miſe I now found myſelf unable to perform. However, 


there was no remedy but patience: 1 applied to my land- 
lord, who was a very good-natured man, candidly owned 
my diſtreſs, and begged his advice in laying down ſome 
plan for my ſubſiſtence. He readily promited to conſult 
_ tus confeſſor on chis lubject, and told me, I was welcome, 
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in the mean time, to lodge and board with him, until for- 
tune ſhould put it in my power to make reſtitution. 


« Mr. O'Varniſh, being informed of my neceſſity, of- 
fered to introduce me to the author of a weekly paper, 
who, he did not doubt, would employ me in that way, 


provided he ſhould find me duly qualified ; but, upon in- 


quiry, I underſtood that this journal was calculated to fo- 
ment diviſions in the commonwealth, and therefore 1 
deſired to be excuſed from engaging in it. He then pro- 
poſed that I ſhould write ſomething in the poetical way, 
which I might diſpoſe of to a bookſeller for a pretty ſum of 
ready money, and perhaps eſtabliſh my own character into 
the bargain ; this event would infallibly procure friends, and 


my tragedy would appear next ſeaſon to the beſt advantage, 


by being ſupported both by intereſt and reputation. I was 
charmed with this proſpect, and having heard what friends 
Mr. Pope acquired by his paſtorals, ſet about a work of 
that kind, and in lefs than fix weeks, compoſed as many 


_ eclogues, which I forthwith offered to an eminent book- 


ſeller, who defired me to leave them for his peruſal, and 


he would give me an anſwer in two days. At the end of 
that time, I went to him, when he returned the poems, 


telling me, they would not anſwer his purpoſe, and 


ſweetened his refuſal by ſaying there were ſome good 


clever lines in them. Not a little dejected at this rebuft, 
which I learned from Mr. O'Varnith, was owing to the 


opinion of another author, whom this bookſeller always 


conſulted on theſe occaſions, I applied to another perſon of 


the fame profeſſion, who told me, the town was cloyed with 
paſtorals, and adviſed me, if I intended to profit by my 


talents, to write ſomething ſatirical or luſcious, ſuch as the 


Button Hole, Shockey and Towzer, the Leaky Veſſel, &c.— 


and yet this was a man in years, who wore a reverend 


| periwig, looked like a ſenator, and went regularly to - 
church. Be that as it will, J ſcorned to proſtitute my pen 


in the manner he propoſed, and carried my papers to a 
third, who aſſured me, that poetry was entirely out of his 


way; and aſked if I had got never a piece of ſecret hi- 
{tory, thrown into a ſeries of letters, or a volume of ad- 
"ventures, ſuch as thoſe of Robinſon Cruſoe and Colonel 
Jack, or a collection of conundrums, wherewith to enter- 


tain the plantations? Being quite unfurniſhed for this 
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dealer, I had recourſe to another with as little ſucceſs; 
and I verily believe was rejected by the whole ++ "8 
« I was afterwards perſuaded to offer myſelf a 

tranſlator, and accordingly repaired to a perſon, 3 was 
ſaid to entertain numbers of that claſs in his pay; he 
aſſured me he had already a great deal of that work on 
his hands, which he did not know what to do with; ob- 
ſerved that tranſlation was a mere drug, that branch of 
literature being overſtocked with an inundation of authors 
from North Briton; and aſked what I would expect per 
ſheet, for rendering the Latin claſſics into Engliſh 9— 
That I might not make myſelf too cheap, I determined to 

fet a high price upon my qualifications, and demanded 
half a guinea for every tranſlated ſheet. * Half a guinea !” 
| (cried he, ſtaring at me), then pauſed a little, and ſaid, he 
had no occaſion for my ſervice at preſent. I found my 
error, and, reſolving to make amends, fell one half in my 
demand; upon which he ſtared at me again, and told me 
his hands were full. I attempted others, without finding 
employment, and was actually reduced to a very uncom- 


fortable proſpect, when I bethought myſelf of offering 
my talents to the printers of halfpenny ballads, and other 


ſuch occaſional eflays as are hawked about the ſtreets. 


With this view, I applied to one of the moſt noted and 
vociferous of this tribe, who directed me to a perſon 
whom I found entertaining a whole crowd of them with 
gin, bread, and cheeſe ; he carried me into a little back 
| parlour, very neatly furniſhed, where I fignified my delire 
of being enrolled among his writers; and was aſked what 
kind of compoſition I profeſſed ? underſtanding that my 


inclination leaned towards poetry, he expreſſed his ſatis- 
faction, telling me one of his poets had loſt his ſenſes, 
and was confined in bedlam, and the other was become 
dozed with drinking drams ; ſo that he had not done an 


thing tolerable theſe many weeks. When I propoſed that. 


we ſhculd enter into terms of agreement, he gave me to 
underſtand, that his bargains were always conditional, 


and his authors paid in proportion to the ſale of their 
works. 


ws 8 8 ſettled theſe 3 hah (I 


do aſſure you) were not very advantageous to me, he a- 
lened me a ſubject for a ballad, which was to be nk 
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ed in two hours; and I returned to my garret in order to 
perform his injunction. As the theme ene to ſuit 
my fancy, I completed a pretty ſort of an ode, within the 


time preſcribed, and brought it to him, big with hope of 


profit and applauſe. He read it in a twinkling, and, to 
my utter aſtoniſhment, told me, it would not do, though 


indeed he owned I wrote a good hand, and ſpelled very 
well, but my language was too high flown, and of conſe- 


quence not at all adapted to the capacity and taſte of bis 


cuſtomers. I promiſed to rectify that miſtake, and in 


half an hour humbled my ſtyle to the comprehenſion of 
vulgar readers; he approved of the alteration, and gave 


me ſome hopes of ſucceeding in time, though he oblerved, 
that my performance was very deficient in the quaintnet; 


of expreſſion that pleaſes the multitude 3 however, to en- 
courage me, he ventured the expence of printing and 
paper, and, if I remember aright, my ware of the lale 
amounted to four pence halfpenny. 
“From that day I ſtudied the Grub-ſtreet manner witl: 
great diligence, and at length became ſuch a proficient, 


that my works were in great requeſt among the moſt 
polite of the chairmen, draymen, hackney coachmen, 
5 footmen, and ſervant maids: Nay, I have enjoyed the 


leaſure of ſeeing my productions adorned with cuts, 
paſted upon the wall as ornaments in beer cellars and 
coblers {talls, and have actually heard them ſung in clubs 


of ſubſtantial tradeſmen. But empty praiſe (you know, 
my dear friend) will not ſupply the cravings of nature. 
I found myſelf in danger of ſtarving in the midſt of al! 
my fame; for of ten ſongs I compoſed, it was well if two _ 
0 the good fortune to pleaſe. For this reaſon I turned 


thoughts to proſe, and, during a tract of gloomy 


| e "publiſhed an apparition, on the ſubſtance of 
which I ſubſiſted very comfortably a whole month: 1 
have made many a good meal upon a monſter; a rape has 
often afforded me great ſatisfaction; but a murder, well 
timed, was my never-failing reſource. What then? 1 
was a molt miſerable ſlave to my employers, who expect- 
ed to be furniſhed at a minute's warning with proſe and 


verſe, quit as they thought the circumſtances of the times 
required, whether the inclination was abſent or preſent. 
pw my a Mr. Random, I have been ſo much 
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peſtered and beſieged by thoſe children of clamour, that 
life became a burden to me. 


r : _ _ 1 — 
— : — * * 
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CHAPTER LXIIL. 
The continuation 01 concluſion of Mr. Melopoym 8 tory. 


W I MADE ſhift, notwithſtanding, t to maintain myſelf till the 
beginning of next winter, when I renewed my addreſſes 
to my friend Mr. Supple, and was moſt graciouſly re- 
ceived. © I have been thinking of your affair, Mr. Me- 
lopoyn (ſaid he), and am determined to ſhow how far I 
have your intereſt at heart, by introducing you to a young 
nobleman of my acquaintance who is remarkable for his 
fine taſte in dramatic writings, and is, beſides, a man of 
ſuch influence, that, if once he ſhould approve of your 
play, his patronage will ſupport it againſt all the efforts 
of enyy and ignorance: For I do aſſure you, that merit 
alone will not bring ſucceſs. I have already ſpoke of your 
performance to Lord Rattle, and if you will call at my 
| houſe in a day or two, you {hall have a letter of introduc- 
tion to his Lordſhip.” I was ſenfibly touched with this 


mark of Mr. Supple's friendſhip, and looking upon my 


affair as already done, went home and imparted my good 
fortune to my landlord, who, to render my appearance 
more acceptable to my patron, procured a ſuit of 1 new 
clothes for me on his own credit. 1 1 ES 
Not to trouble you with idle i 1 dad: 
my tragedy to his Lordſhip's lodings, and ſent it up, 
along with Mr. Supple's letter, by one of his ſervants, 
who defired me, by his Lord's order, to return in a week. 
I did fo, and was admitted to his Lordſhip, who received 
me very courteouſly, told me he had peruſed my play, 
which he thought, on the whole, was the beſt coup d 
he had ever ſeen; but that he had marked ſome places in 
the margin, which he imagined might be altered for the 
better. I was tranſported with this reception, and pro- 
miſed (with many acknowledgments of his Lordſhip's ge- 
neroſity) to be governed ſolely by his advice and direction. 
Well then (laid he), write another fair copy with the 
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alterations I have propoſed, and bring it to me as ſoon as 
poſſible ; for I am reſolved to have it brought on the ſtage 
this winter.” You may be ſure I ſet about this taſk with 
alacrity; and although I found his Lordſhip's remarks 
much more numerous, and of leſs importance, than I ex- 
pected, I thought it was not my intereſt to diſpute upon 
trifles with my patron ; therefore new modelled it, ac- 
cording to his detire, in leſs than a month. _ 
« When I waited upon him with the manuſcript, 1 
found one of the actors at breakfaſt with his Lordſhip, 
who immediately introduced him to my acquaintance, 
and deſired him to read a ſcene of my play. This taſk 
he performed very much to my ſatisfaction, with regard 
to emphaſis and pronunciation; but he ſignified his diſ- 
guſt at ſeveral words in every page, which I preſuming 
to defend, Lord Rattle told me, with a peremptory look, 
I mult not pretend to diſpute with him, who had been a 
player theſe twenty years, and underſtood the economy 
of the ſtage better than any man living. I was forced to 
ſubmit, and his Lordſhip propoſed the fame actor ſhould 
read the whole play in the evening, before ſome gentle- 
men of his acquaintance, whom he would convene at his 


lodgings for that purpoſe. ro ran ps 
I was preſent at the reading; and I proteſt to you 
my dear friend, I never underwent ſuch a ſevere trial 
in the whole courſe of my life as at that juncture ; for 
although the player might be a very honeſt man, and a 
good performer, he was exceſſively illiterate and aſſum- 
ing, and made a thouſand frivolous objections, which I 
Was not permitted to anſwer : However, the piece was 


very much applauded on the whole; the gentlemen pre- 


ſent, who, I underſtood, were men of fortune, promiled 
to countenance and ſupport it as much as they could; and 
Lord Rattle aſſuring me that he would act the part of a 
careful nurſe to it, deſired me to carry it home, and alter 
it immediately according to their remarks; I was fain to 
acquieſce in his determination, and fulfilled his injuctions 
with all the expedition in my power; but, before I could 
preſent the new copy, my good friend Mr. Supple had 
diſpoſed of his property and patent to one Mr. Brayer; 
fo that freſh intereit was to be made with the new mana- 
ger. This taſk Lord Rattle undertook, having ſome ac- 
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quaintance with him, and recommended my performance : 


ſo ſtrongly that it was received. 


6e looked upon myſelf now as upon the eve of reap- | 
ing the fruits of all my labour: I waited a few days in 


expectation of its being put into rehearſal, and wondering 


at the delay, applied to m my worthy patron, who excuſed _ 
t 


Mr. Brayer, on account of the multiplicity of buſineſs in 
which he was involved, and bade me beware of teaſing 
the patentee. I treaſured up this caution, and exerted my 
patience three weeks longer; at the end of which his 


Lordſhip gave me to underſtand that Mr. Brayer had read 
my play, and owned it had indubitable merit; but as he 


had long been pre- engaged to another author, he could 


not poſſibly repreſent it that ſeaſon; though, if I would 
reſerve it for the next, and, in the interim, make ſuch 
alterations as he had propoſed by obſervations on the mar- 


gin, I might depend upon his compliance. 


„ 'Thunderſtruck at this diſappointment, I could not, 
for ſome minutes, utter one ſyllable. At length, how- 
ever, I complained bitterly of the manager's infincerity 
in amuſing me ſo long, when he knew from the begin- 
ning that he could not gratify my defire. But his Lord- 
| thip reprimanded me for my freedom, ſaid Mr. Brayer 


was a man of honour, and imputed his behaviour with 


reſpect to me to nothing elſe but forgetfulneſs. And in- 
_ deed I have had ſome reaſon, fince that time, to be con- 
vinced of his bad memory; for, in ſpite of appearances, 


I will not allow myſelf to interpret his conduct any other 


way. Lord Rattle, obſerving me very much affected with 
my diſappointment, offered his intereſt to bring on my 
play at the other houſe, which I. eagerly accepting, he 
forthwith wrote a letter of recommendation to Mr. Bel- 


lower, actor, and prime miniſter to Mr. Vandal, proprie- 
tor of that theatre; and deſired me to deliver it with m 


tragedy without loſs of time. Accordingly, I haſtened 


to his houſe, where, after having waited a whole hour in 


a lobby, I was admitted to his preſence, and my perform- 


ance received with great ſtate. He told me he was ex- 
tremely buſy at preſent, but he would peruſe it as ſoon as 
poſſible, and bade me call again in a week. I took m 

leave not a little aſtoniſhed at the port and ſupercilious be- 
haviour of this ſtage· player, who had not treated me with 
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good manners; and began to think the dignity of a poet 
greatly impaired ſince the days of Euripides and Sophocles ; 
but all this was nothing in compariſon of what I have ſince 
beet. e 
« Well, Mr. Random, I went back at the appointed 
time, and was told that Mr. Bellower was engaged, and 
could not ſee me. I repeated my viſit a few days after, 
and, having waited a conſiderable time, was favoured 
with an audience, during which, he ſaid, he had not as 
yet read my play. Nettled at this uſage, I could contain 
myſelf no longer, but telling him, I imagined he would 
have paid more deference to Lord Rattle's recommenda- 
tion, demanded my manuſcript with ſome expreſſions of 
reſentment. © Ay (ſaid he, in a theatrical tone), with all 
my heart.” Then pulling out a drawer of the bureau at 


which he ſat, he took out a bundle, and threw it upon a 


table that was near him, pronouncing the word“ There,“ 
with great diſdain. I took it up, and perceiving, with 
ſome ſurpriſe, that it was a comedy, told him it did not 
belong to me; upon which he offered me another, which 
I allo diſclaimed. A third was produced, and rejected 
for the ſame reaſon. At length he pulled out a whole 
| handful, and ſpread them before me, ſaying, « There are 
ſeven—take which you pleaſe—or take them all.” I ſingled 
out my own, and went away, ſtruck dumb with admira- 
tion at what I had ſeen—not ſo much on account of his 
| Infolence, as of the number of new plays, which from 
this circumſtance I concluded were yearly offered to the 
ſtage. You may be ſure, I did not fail to carry my com- 
plaint to my patron, who did not receive it with all the 
indignation I expected; but taxed me with precipitation, 
and told me I muſt lay my account with bearing the hu- 
mours of the players, if I intended to write for the ſtage. 
„There is now no other remedy (ſaid he) but to keep it 
till the next ſeaſon for Mr. Brayer, and alter it at your 
leiſure, in the ſummer, according to his directions.“ 1 


vas now reduced to a terrible alternative, either to quit 


all hopes of my tragedy, from which I had all along pro- 
miſed myſelf a large ſhare of fortune and reputation, or 
to encounter eight long months of adverſity in preparing 
for, and expecting its appearance. This lait penancc, | 
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painful as it was, ſeemed moſt eligible to my reflection at 
that time, and therefore I reſolved to undergo it. 1 
« Why ſhould I tire you with particulars of no conſe- 
quence ? I wreſtled with extreme poverty until the time 


of my probation was expired; and went to my Lord 


Rattle, in order to remind him of my affair, when J un- 
derſtood, to my great concern, that his Lordſhip was juſt 
on the point of going abroad, and, which was ſtill more 
unfortunate for me, Mr. Brayer had gone into the coun- 

try, ſo that my generous patron had it not in his power 
to introduce me perſonally, as he intended: However, 


he wrote a very ſtrong letter to the manager in my favour, 
and put him in mind of the promiſe he had made in be- 


half of my play. 


„ As ſoon as I was certified of Brayer's return, I went 
to his houſe with this letter, but was told he was gone 
out. I called again next day early in the morning, re- 
_ ceived the ſame anſwer, and was deſired to leave my name 
and buſineſs; I did fo, and returned the day after, when 
the ſervant ſtill affirmed that his maſter was gone abroad, 
though I perceived him as I retired, obſerving me through 
a window. Incenſed at this diſcovery, I went to a coffee- 


houſe hard by, and encloſing his Lordſhip's letter in one 


from myſelf, demanded a categorical anſwer. I ſent it to 
his houſe, by a porter, who returned in a few minutes, 
and told me Mr. Brayer would be glad to ſee me at that 
inſtant. TI obeyed the ſummons, and was received with 
ſuch profuſion of compliments and apologies, that my re- 
ſentment immediately ſubſided, and I was even in pain 

for the concern which this honeſt man ſhowed at the miſ- 
take of his ſervant, who, it ſeems, had been ordered to 
n 1 him to every body but me. He expreſſed the ut- 
moſt veneration for his good and noble friend Lord Rat- 
_ tle, whom he {ſhould be always proud to ſerve ; promiſed 
do perule the play with all deſpatch, and give me a meet- 
ing upon it; and, as a teſtimony of his eſteem, made me 
a preſent of a general order for the ſeaſon, by which I. 

| thould be admitted to any part of the theatre. This was 
2 very agreeable compliment to me, whoſe greateſt plea- 
ture conſiſted in ſeeing dramatic performances, and you 


need not doubt that I often availed myſelf of my privilege. 


as I had an opportunity of being beliind the ſcenes when 
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„About this time I happened to be in company with a 
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J pleaſed, I frequently converſed with Mr. Brayer about 


my play, and aſked when he intended to put it into re- 
hearſal; but he had always ſo much buſineſs upon his 
hands, that it remained with him unopened a conſiderable 
while ; and I became very uneaſy about the ſeaſon, that 


waſted apace, when I ſaw in the papers another new play 
advertifed, which had been written, offered, accepted, 


and rehearſed in the compaſs of three months. You may 


/ 


eaſily gueſs how much I was confounded at this event. | 


I own to you, that, in the firſt tranſports of my anger, I 


ſuſpected Mr. Brayer of having acted towards me in the 


moſt pitiful perfidious manner; and was actually glad at 


his diſappointment in the ſucceſs of his favourite piece, 


which, by the ſtrength of art, lingered till the third night, 
and then died in a deplorable manner. But, now that 
paſſion has no ſhare in my reflection, I am willing to 
aſcribe his behaviour to his want of memory or want of 

judgment, which, you know, are natural defects, that are 


gentlewoman, who, having heard of my tragedy, told me, 


ſhe was acquainted with the wife of a gentleman, who 


was very well known to a lady, who had great intereſt 


with a perlon who was intimate with Earl Sheerwit, and 
that, if I pleaſed, ſhe would uſe her influence in my be- 
half. As this nobleman had the character of a Mzcenas 
in the nation, and could ſtamp a value upon any work by 
his ſole countenance and approbation, I accepted her offer 
with eagerneſs, in full confidence of ſeeing my reputation 
eſtabliſhed, and my wiſhes fulfilled in a very ſhort time, 
provided that I ſhould have the good fortune to pleaſe his 
Lordſhip's taſte. I withdrew the manuſcript from the 
hands of Mr. Brayer, and committed it to the care of this 
gentlewoman, who laboured ſo effectually in my intereſt, 
that in leſs than a month it was conveyed to the Earl, and, 
in a few weeks after, I had the ſatisfaction to hear that 
he had read and approved it very much. Tranſported 
with this piece of intelligence, I flattered myſelf with the 
hopes of his intereſting himſelf in its favour ; but hearing 
no more of this matter in three whole months, I began 
(God forgive me) to ſuſpect the veracity of the perſon | 
who brought me the good tidings ; for I thought it im- 
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poſſible thiat a man of his rank and character, who knew 
the difficulty of writing a good tragedy, and underſtood 
the dignity of the work, ſhould read and applaud an eſſay 
of this kind, without feeling an inclination to befriend the 
author, whom his countenance alone could raiſe above 
dependence. But it was not long before I found my 
friend very much wronged by my opinion. e 
« You muſt know that the civilities I had received from 
| Lord Rattle, and the deſire he manifeſted to promote the 
ſucceſs of my play, encouraged me to write an account of 
my bad fortune to his Lordſhip, who condeſcended fo far 
as to deſire, by letter, a young ſquire of a great eſtate, 
with whom he was intimate, to eſpouſe my cauſe, and, in 
particular, make me acquainted with one Mr. Marmozet, 
a celebrated player, who had lately appeared on the ſtage 
with aſtoniſhing eclat, and bore ſuch ſway in the houſe. 
where he aCted, that the managers durſt not refuſe any 
thing he recommended. The young gentleman whom 
Lord Rattle had employed for this purpoſe, being diffident 
of his own intereſt with Mr. Marmozet, had recourſe to 
a nobleman of his acquaintance, who, at his ſolicitation, 
was ſo good as to introduce me to him; and the converſa- 
tion turning upon my performance, I was not a little ſur- 
piriſed, as well as pleaſed, to hear, that Earl Sheerwit had 
ſpoken very much in its praiſe, and even ſent Mr. Mar- 
moet the copy, with a meſſage expreſſing a deſire that he 
would act in it next ſeaſon. Nor was the favourite actor 
backward in commending the piece, which he mentioned 
with ſome expreſſions of regard, that I do not chooſe to 
repeat; aſſuring me that he would appear in it, provided 
he ſhould be engaged to play at all during the enſuing 
ſeaſon, In the mean time, he deſired I would give him 
leave to peruſe it in the country, whither he intended to 
remove next day, that he might have leiſure to conſider 
and point out ſuch alterations as might, perhaps, be ne- 
_ ceffary for its repreſentation ; and took my direction, that 
he might communicate by letter the obſervations he ſhould 


make. Truſting to theſe aſſurances, and the intereſt which 


had been made in my behalf, I hugged myſelf in the ex- 
pectation of ſeeing it not only acted, but acted to the 
greateſt advantage; and this J thought could not fail of 
recompenſing me in an ample manner for the anxiety and 
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affliction I had undergone : But ſix weeks being elapſed, 
I did not know how to reconcile Mr. Marmozet's filence, 
with his promiſe of writing to me in ten days after he ſet 
out for the country ; however, I was at laſt favoured with 
a letter, importing that he had made ſome remarks on my 
tragedy, which he would freely impart at meeting, and 
adviſing me to put it, without loſs of time, into the hands 


of that manager who had the beſt company, as he himſelf . 


was quite uncertain whether or not he ſhould be engaged 
that winter. I was a good deal alarmed at this laſt part 
of his letter, and adviſed about it with a friend, who told 


me, it was a plain indication of Mr. Marmozet's deſire to 


get rid of his promiſe; that his pretended uncertainty 
about acting next winter was no other than a ſcandalous 


| evaſion; for, to his certain knowledge, he was already 
engaged, or at leaſt in terms with Mr. Vandal; and that 
his defign was to diſappoint me, in favour of a new co- 


medy, which he had purchaſed of the author, and intended 


to bring upon the ſtage for his own advantage. In ſhort, 

my dear Sir, this perſon, who, I muſt own, is of a ſanguine 

cComplexion, handled the moral character of Mr. Marmozet 
with ſuch ſeverity, that I began to ſuſpect him of ſome 


1 particular prejudice, and put myſelf upon my guard againſt 
his inſinuations. I ought to crave pardon for this tedious 


narration of trivial circumſtances, which, however intereſt- 
ing they may be to me, muſt certainly be very dry and 
inſipid to the ear of one unconcerned in the affair. But 
I underſtand the meaning of your looks, and will proceed. 
Well, Sir, Mr. Marmozet, upon his return to town, treated 
me with uncommon complaiſance, and invited me to his 

| lodgings, where he propoſed to communicate his remarks, 
which I confeſs were more unfavourable than I expected; 
but I anſwered his objections, and, as I thought, brought 

him over to my opinion; for, on the whole, he ſignified 


the higheſt approbation of the performance. In the courſe 


of our diſpute, I was not a little ſurpriſed to find this poor 


gentleman's memory ſo treacherous, as to let him forget 
what he had ſaid to me, before he went out of town, in 


regard to Earl Sheerwit's opinion of my play, which he 


no profeſſed himſelf ignorant of ; and I was extremely 
mortiſied at hearing from his own mouth, that his intereſt 
with Mr. Vandal Was fo very low, as to be inſufficient 04 


. 
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itſelf to bring a new piece upon the ſtage. I then begged 
his advice; and he counſelled me to apply to Earl Sheer. 
wit for a meſſage in my favour to the manager, who would 
not preſume to refuſe any thing recommended by ſo great 
a man; and he was ſo kind as to promiſe to ſecond this 
meſſage with all his power. I had immediate recourſe to 
the worthy gentlewoman 8 friend already mentioned, 
who opened the channels of her conveyance with ſuch 
expedition, that in a few days I had the promiſe of the 
meſſage, provided I could aſſure myſelf of Mr. Vandals 
being unengaged to any other author; for his Lordſhip did 
not chooſe to condeſcend ſo far, until he ſhould under- 
| ſtand that there was a probability (at leaſt) of ſucceeding z 
at the ſame time that bleſſed me with this piece of news, 
I was ſtartled at another, by the ſame channel of commu- 
"nication; which was, that Mr. Marmozet, before he ad- 
viſed me to this application, had informed the earl, that 
he had read my play, and found it altogether unfit for 
the ſtage. Though I could not doubt the certainty of this 
intelligence, I believed there was ſome miſapprehenſion 
in the caſe ; and without taking any notice of it, told Mr. 
Marmozet the anſwer I had been favoured with; and he 
promiſed to aſk Mr. Vandal the queſtion propoſed. 1 
waited upon him in a day or two, when he gave me to 
_ underſtand, that Mr. Vandal having profeſſed himſelf free 
of all engagements, he had put my play into his hands, 
and repreſented it as a piece ſtrongly recommended by 
Earl Sheerwit, who 2 aſſured him) would honour him 
with a meſſage in its favour; and he deſired me to call for 
an anſwer at Mr. Vandal's houſe in three days. I followed 
bis directions, and found the manager, who, being made 
acquainted with my buſineſs, owned that Mr. Marmozet 
had given him a manuſcript play, but denied that he nad 
mentioned Earl Sheerwit's name. When I informed him 
of the circumſtances of the affair, he ſaid he had no en- 
gagement with any author; that he would read my tragedy 
_ forthwith, and did not believe he ſhould venture to reject it 
in contradiction to his Lordſhip's opinion, for which he had 
the utmoſt veneration, but put it into rehearfal without 
loſs of time. I-was ſo much intoxicated with this en- 
eouragement, that I overlooked the myſterious conduct 
of Mr. Marmozct, and attended the manager at the 
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time appointed, when, to my infinite confuſion, he pro- 
nounced my play improper for the ſtage, and rejected it 
accordingly. As ſoon as I could recolleQt mylelf from 
the diſorder into which this unexpected refuſal had 
thrown me, I expreſſed a deſire of hearing his objec- 
tions, which were ſo groundleſs, indiſtinct, and unintel- 


ligible, that I perſuaded myſelf he had not at all peruſed 
the piece, but had been prompted by ſomebody, whoſe 
leſſons he had not rightly retained. However, I have 


been fince informed, that the poor man's head, which 
was not naturally very clear, had been diſordered with 
ſuperſtition, and that he laboured under the tyranny of 


a wife, and the terrors of hell- fire at the ſame time. Pre- 
cipitated in this manner, from the higheſt pinnacle of 


hope, to the abyſs of deſpondence, I was ready to fink 


under the burden of my affliction, and, in the bitterneſs 


of my anguiſh, could not help entertaining ſome doubts 


of Mr. Marmozet's integrity, when I recollected and 
compared the circumſtances of his conduct towards me. 


I was encouraged in this ſuſpicion, by being told, that 


my Lord Sheerwit had ſpoke of his character with great 
contempt, and, in particular, reſented his inſolence in 
oppoſing his own taſte to that of his Lordſhip concerning 
my tragedy. While I heſitated between different opi- 
nions of the matter, that friend, who (as I told you be- 
fore) was a little hot-headed, favoured me with a viſit, 

and having heard a circumſtantial account of the whole 
affair, could not contain his indignation, but affirmed 
without ceremony, that Marmozet was the ſole occaſion 
of my diſappointment z that he had ated from firſt to 
laſt with the moſt perfidious diſſimulation, cajoling me 
with inſinuating civilities, while he underhand employed 


all his art and influence to prejudice the ignorant manager 


e Lee roy peo Way ere his 


| hypocriſy but his avarice, which engroſſed the faculties of 
his ſoul ſo much, that 


who had alſo offered a tragedy to the ſtage, which he 
thought would interfere with the ſucceſs of the come- 


j 


ſcrupled not to be guilty of the 
meeaneſt practices to gratify that ſordid appetite ; that, in 
conſequence of this diſpoſition, he had proſtituted his ho- 
nour in betraying my inexperience, and in undermining 
the intereſt of another author of eſtabliſhed reputation, 


"8s 


S 


* 
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dy he had bought, and determined to bring on at all 
events. 


„„I was ſhocked at the deſcription of ſuch a monſter, 


which I could not believe exiſted in the world, bad as it 
is, and argued againſt the aſſeverations of my friend, by 


demonſtrating the bad policy of ſuch behaviour, which 
could not fail of entailing infamy upon the author; and 


the ſmall temptation that a man of Mr. Marmozet's figure 
and ſucceſs could have to conſult his intereſt in ſuch a 


mee manner, which muſt create contempt and ab- 


orrence of him in his patrons, and effectually deprive 
him of the countenance and protection he now enjoys in 
ſuch an eminent degree. He pretended to laugh at my 
ſimplicity, and aſked if I knew for which of his virtues 
he was ſo much careſſed by the people of faſhion ? “ It 
is not (ſaid he) for the qualities of his heart, that this lit- 


tle paraſite is invited to the tables of dukes and lords, 


who hire extraordinary cooks for his entertainment: His 
avarice they ſee not, his ingratitude they feel not, his hy- 
pocriſy accommodates itſelf to their humours, and is of 
_ conſequence pleaſing; but he is chiefly courted for his 
buffoonery, and will be admitted into the choiceſt parties 
of quality for his talent of mimicking Punch and his wife 
Joan, when a poet of the moſt. exquiſite genius is not able 
to attract the leaſt -regard.”* God forbid, Mr. Random, 
that J ſhould credit aſſertions that degrade the dignity of 
our ſuperiors ſo much, and repreſent that poor man as 
the moſt abject of all beings ! No! I looked upon them 
as the hyperboles of paſſion ; and though that comedy of 
which he ſpoke did actually appear, I dare not doubt the 
| Innocence of Mr. Marmozet, who, I am told, is as much 
as ever in favour with the Earl ; a circumſtance that (ure- 


ly could not be, unleſs he had vindicated his character to 


. *the ſatisfaction of His Lordſhip. Pray forgive this long 
digreſſion, and give me the hearing a little longer; 5 for, 
| thank Heaven! I am now near the goal. 7 
„ Baffled in all my attempts, I deſpaired of ſceing my 
: play acted; and bethought myſelf of chooſing ſome em- 
ployment, that might afford a ſure, though mean ſubſiſt- 
ence; but my landlord, to whom I was by this time conſi- 
: derably indebted, and who had laid his account with having 
a 1 pant all in a heap, from the 14a of my third 
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night, could not bruik his diſappointment, therefore made 


another effort in my behalf, and, by dint of intereſt, pro- 
cured a meſſage from a lady of faſhion to Mr. Brayer, 


who had always profeſſed a great veneration for her, de- 
firing that he would ſet up my play forthwith, and aſſur- 
ing him that ſhe and all her friends would ſupport it in 
the performance: To ſtrengthen my intereſt, ſne engaged 


his beſt actors in my cauſe; and, in ſhort, exerted her- 


ſelf ſo much, that it was again received, and 1 te 


began to revive. But Mr. Brayer, honeſt man, was ſo 


much engroſſed by buſineſs of vaſt conſequence, though 
to appearance he had nothing at all to do, that he could 
not find time to read it until the ſeaſon was pretty far ad- 
vanced; and read it he muſt, for, notwithſtanding his 
having peruſed it before, his memory did not retain one 
circumſtance of the matter. 


„At length he favoured it with his a atiention, a * 


ing propoſed certain alterations, ſent his duty to the lady 
_ who patronized it, and promiſed, on his honour, to bring 
it on next winter, provided theſe alterations ſhould be 
made, and the copy delivered to him before the end- of 


April. With an aching heart, I ſubmitted to theſe con- 


ditions, and performed them accordingly : But fortune 
owed me another unforeſeen mortification ; Mr. Marmo- 
_ zet, during the ſummer, became. joint patentee with Mr. 
| Brayer; ſo that, when I claimed performance of articles, 
I was told, he could do nothing without the conſent of 
his partner, who was pre-engaged to another author. 


« My condition was rendered deſperate by the "FAY 


of my good friend and landlord, whoſe executors obtain- 

ed a judgment againſt my effects, which they ſeized, 
turned me out into the ſtreets naked, friendleſs, and for-- : 
torn ; there I was arreſted at the ſuit of my tailor, and 


thrown into this priſon, where I have made ſhift to live 


| theſe five weeks on the bounty of my fellow-priſoners, 
who, I hope, are not the worſe for the inſtruction and 


good offices by which I manifeſt my gratitude ; but, in 


ſpite of all their charitable endeavours, my life was ſcarce 
tolerable, until your uncommon benevolence enabled me 
to — it with comdort.” 


D 


RODERICK RANDOM. 


CHAPTER LXIV. 


1 am ſeized with a deep melancholy, and become a floven—am relieved 
by my uncle—he prevails upon me to engage with his owners, as ſur- 
| Brag of the ſhip which he commands—he makes me a conſiderable pre- 

 ſent—entertains Strap as his ſteward—I take leave of my friends, and 
go on beard—the ſhip arrives in the Downs. à2ů5 | 


ISnalx not make any reſlections on this ſtory, in the 
courſe of which the reader muſt perceive how egregiouſly 
the ſimplicity and milky diſpoſition of this worthy man 


had been duped and abuſed by a ſet of ſcoundrels, who g 


_ "were ſo habituated to falſchood and equivocation, that 1 

verily. believe, they would have found the utmoſt difficul- 
ty in uttering one ſyllable of truth, though their lives had. 
depended upon their fincerity. Notwithſtanding all I had 

ſuffered from the knavery and ſelfiſhneſs of mankind, I 
> was amazed and incenſed at the baſe indifference which 
ſuffered ſuch uncommon merit as he poſſeſſed to languiſh 
in obſcurity, and ſtruggle with all the miſeries of a loth- 
ſome jail z and ſhould have blefſed the occaſion that ſeclud- 
ed me from ſuch a perfidious world, had not the remem- 

brance of the amiable Narciſſa preſerved my attachment 


do that ſociety of which ſhe conſtituted a part. The pic- 


ture of that lovely creature was the conſtant companion 
of my ſolitude : How often did I contemplate the reſem- 
blance of thoſe enchanting features that firſt captivated 
my heart! How often did I weep over thoſe endearing 


ſceenes which her image recalled ; and how often did 1 


_ curſe my perfidious fate for having robbed me of the fair 
original! In yain did my imagination flatter me with 
 Tchemes of future happineſs; ſurly reaſon always interpoſed, 
and, in a moment, overthrew. that unſubſtantial fabric, by 
chaſtiſing the extravagance of my hope, and repreſenting 
my unhappy ſituation in the right point of view: In vain 


did I fly for refuge to the amuſements of the place, and en= 


gage in the parties of Jackſon, at cards, billiards, nine-pins, 
and ſives; a train of melancholy thoughts took poſleſſion 
ok my ſoul, which even the converſation of Melopoyn 
could not divert. I ordered Strap to inquire every day at 

Banter's lodgings, in expectation of hearing again from 
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my charmer ; and my diſappointment conſiderably aug- 
. mented my chagrin, My affeQtionate valet was infected 
with my ſorrow, and often ſat with me whole hours with- 
out ſpeaking, uttering ſigh for ſigh, and ſhedding'tear for 
tear. This fellowſhip increaſed our diſtemper ; he be- 
came incapable of buſineſs, and was diſcarded by his 
maſter 3 while I, ſeeing my money melt away, without 
any certainty of deliverance, and, in ſhort, all my hopes 
fruſtrated, grew negligent of life, loſt all appetite, and 
_ degenerated into ſuch a floven, that during the ſpace of 
two months, I was neither waſhed, ſhifted, nor ſhaved ; 
' ſo that my face, rendered meagre with. abſtinence, was 
obſcured with dirt, and overſhadowed with hair, and my 
whole appearance ſqualid and even frightful; when, one 
day, Strap brought me notice, that there was a man be- 
low who wanted to ſpeak with me. Rouſed at this in- 
telligence, and in full hopes of receiving a letter from the 
dear object of my love, I ran down ſtairs with the utmoſt | 
precipitation, and found, to my infinite ſurpriſe, my ge- 
nerous uncle Mr. Bowling. Tranſported at the ſight, I 1. 
ſprung forward to embrace him. Upon which he ſtarted 
_ aſide with great agility, drew his hanger, and put himſelf 
upon his guard, crying, Avaſt, brother, avaſt | ſheer 
off — Vo ho! you turnkey, why don't you keep a better 
look-out ? here's one of your crazy priſoners broke from 
his laſhings, I do ſuppoſe.” I could not help laughing 
haeartily at his miſtake ; but this J ſoon rectified by my 
voice, which he inſtantly recollected, and ſhook me by 
the hand with great affection, teſtifying his concern at 
| ſeeing me in fach 3 mie oo - 
I conducted him to my apartment, where, in preſence 
of Strap, whom I introduced to him as one of my beſt 


friends, he gave me to underſtand, that he was juſt ar- 


rived from the Coaſt of Guinea, after having made a 
pretty ſucceſsful voyage, in which he had aCted as mate, 
until the ſhip was attacked by a French privateer ; that 
the captain being killed during the engagement, he had 
taken the command, and was ſo fortunate as to ſink the 
enemy; after which exploit he fell in with a merchant 
| ſhip from Martinico, laden with ſugar, indigo, and ſome 
ſilver; and, by virtue of his letter of marque, attacked, 
took, and brought her ſafe into Kinſale, in Ireland, where 


And hea 
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ſhe was condemned as a lawful prize; by which means 
he had not only got a pretty ſum of money, .but alſo ac- 
quired the favour of his owners, who had already confer- 
red upon him the command of a large ſhip, mounted with 
twenty nine-pounders, ready to ſale upon a very advan- 
tageous v dass which he was not at liberty to diſcover. 
ured me, that it was with the greateſt difficulty 
he had found me, in conſequence of a direction left for 
him at his lodgings at Wapping. = | 
I was rejoiced beyond meaſure at this account of his 
good fortune; and, at his defire, recounted all the adven- 
_ tures that had happened to me ſince we parted. When 
he underſtood the particulars of Strap's attachment to me, 
he ſqueezed his hand very cordially, and promiſed to 
make a man of him; then giving me ten guineas for my 
preſent occaſion, took a direction for the tailor who ar- 
| reſted me, and went away in order to diſcharge the debt, 
telling me at parting, that he would ſoon fetch up all my 
: lee-way with a wet fail.  _ 
I I] was utterly confounded at this ſudden cranſition, 
” which affected me more than any reverſe I had formerly 
felt; and a crowd of incoherent ideas ruſhed fo impetu- 
_ ouſly upon my imagination, that my reaſon could neither 
ſeparate nor connect them, when Strap, whole joy had 
| manifeſted itſelf in a thouſand fooleries, came into my 
room with his ſhaving utenſils, and, without any previous 
intimation, began to lather my beard, whiſtling with great 
emotion all the while. I ſtarted from my reverie, and 
being too well acquainted with Strap, to truit myſelf in 
his hands while he was under ſuch agitation, deſired to 
be excuſed, ſent for another barber, and ſuffered myſelf 
to be trimmed. Having performed the ceremony Xi ab- 
lution, I ſhifted, and dreſſing in my gayeſt apparel, wait- 
ed for the return of my uncle, who was agreeably ſur- ; 
| priſed at my ſudden transformation. 
This beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied my creditor, and | 
| obtained an order for my diſcharge, ſo that I was no 
longer a priſoner 3 but as I had ſome reluctance to part 
with my friends and fellows in diſtreſs, I prevailed upon 
Mr. Bowling to favour us with his company, and invited 
Mr. Melopoyn and Jackſon to ſpend the evening at my 
2 Apartment,” where I . them with a ſupper, good 
Eeliy 
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wine, and the news of my releaſe, on which they heartily 
congratulated me, notwithſtanding the loſs of my com- 
pany, which, they were pleaſed to ſay, they ſhould ſevere: 
Ty feel. As for Jackſon, his misfortune made ſo little im- 
preſſion on himſelf, and he was altogether ſo looſe, indif- 
ferent, and indiſcreet, that I could mus; rs. his ſitua- 
tion: But I had conceived a veneration and friendſhip for 
the poet, who was, in all reſpects, an object much more 
worthy of compaſſion and regard. When our gueſts with. 
drew, and my uncle had retired, with an intention to viſit 
me next morning, I made up a bundle of ſome linen, and 
other neceſſaries, and bidding Strap carry them to Mr. 
Melopoyn's lodging, went thither myſelf, and preſſed it 
upon his acceptance, with five guineas, which, with much 
difficulty, he received, aſſuring me at the ſame time, that 
he ſhould never have it in his power to make fatisfaEtion. 
1 then aſked if I could ſerve him any other way? To 
which he anſwered, © You already have done too much,” 
and unable to contain the emotions of his ſoul any longer, 
| burſt into tears, and wept aloud. Moved at this ſpeCtacle, 
I left him to his repoſe ; and when my uncle returned in 
the morning, repreſented his character in ſuch a favour- 
able light, that the honeſt ſeaman was affected with his 
diſtreſs, and deiermined to follow my example, in pre- 
ſenting him wic.: five pieces more: Upon which, that 1 
might ſave him ſome confuſion, I adviſed Mr. Bowling to 
_ encloſe it in a letter to be delivered by Strap after we 
_THowld be gone. ns en” ps be do 
This was accordingly done. I took a formal leave of 
all my acquaintance in the jail z and juſt as I was about 
to ſtep into a hackney-coach at the gate, Jackſon calling 
me, I returned, and he aſked me in a whiſper, if I could 
lend him a ſhilling ? His demand being ſo moderate, and 
in all likelihood the laſt he would make upon me, I {lip- 
pad a guinea into his hand, which he no ſooner perceived, 
than he cried, O Jeſus! a guinea!” then laying hold of 
a button of my coat, broke out into an immoderate fit of 
laughter; and when his convulſion was ended, told me, 1 
was an honeſt fellow, and let me go. The coachman 
Was ordered to drive to Mr. Bowling's lodgings, where, 
when we arrived, he entered into a ſerious diſcourſe with . 
me on the ſubject of my ſituation, and propoſed that 
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ſhould ſail with him in quality of his ſurgeon; in which 


caſe he would put me in a method of getting a fortune 
in a few years by my own induſtry; and aſſured me, that 
I might expect to inherit all that he ſhould die poſſeſſed 
of, provided I ſhould ſurvive him. Though I was pene- 


trated with a ſenſe of his generoſity, I was ſtartled at a 
propoſal that offered violence to my love, and ſignified 


my ſentiments on that” head, which he did not ſeem to 
reliſh, but obſerved, that love was the fruit of idleneſs; 


that, when once I ſhould be employed in buſineſs, and 
my mind engaged in making money, I ſhould be no more 


troubled with theſe filly. notions, which none but your 


fair-weather Jacks, who have nothing but their pleaſure 


to mind, ought to entertain. I was piqued at this inſi- 


nuation, which I looked upon as a reproach, and, with- 
out giving myſelf time to deliberate, accepted his offer. 


He was overjoyed at my compliance, carried me immedi- 


ately to his chief owner, with whom a bargain was 
ſtruck; ſo that then I could not retract with honour, had 
I deen ever ſo much averſe to the agreement. That 1 
* out a liſt 
of medicines for a complement of five hundred men, 
adapted to the diſtempers of hot climates, and ſufficient 
for a voyage of eighteen months, and carry it to a certain 
wholeſale apothecary, who would alſo provide me in two 
well qualified mates. While I was thus employed, Strap 
came in, and looked very blank, when he underſtood = : 


might not have time to cool, he bade me 


reſolution : However, after a pauſe of ſome minutes, 


inſiſted upon going along with me; and at my defire was 
made ſhip's ſteward by Captain Bowling, who promiſed 
to be at the expence of fitting him out, and to lend him 


two hundred pounds to purchaſe an adventure. 


When I had delivered my liſt of medicines, RY 2. 
couple of my own countrymen for mates, and beſpoke a 
ſet of chirurgical inſtruments, my uncle told me, that, 
by his laſt voyage, he had cleared almoſt three thouſand 

pounds, one third of which he would immediately make * 
over and put into my hands; that he would procure for 
me credit to the value of as much more, in ſuch goods as 
would turn to beſt account in the country to which we 
were bound; and that, although he looked upon my in- 
kereſt as his own, he would beep the remaining 85 af 
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his fortune in his own diſpoſal, with a view of preſerving 
his independence, and a power of puniſhing me, in caſe 


I ſhould not make a good uſe of what he had already be- 


ſtowed. 775 1 | 
Without troubling the reader with an account of the 
effect which this ſurpriſing generoſity had upon my mind, 


I ſhall only ſay, that his promiſes were inſtantly perform- 


ed, and an invoice of merchandiſe proper for the voyage 
preſented to me, that I might purchaſe the goods, and 


thip them with all expedition. In the midſt of this hur- 
ry, the remembrance of my charming Narciſſa often in- 


terpoſed, and made me the moſt miſerable of all mortals. 


I was diſtracted with the thought of being torn from her, 


perhaps, for ever; and though the hope of ſeeing her 
again might have ſupported me under the torments of ſe- 


paration, I could not reflect upon the anguiſh ſhe muſt 


fecl at parting with me, and the inceſſant ſorrows to which 
her tender boſom would be expoſed during my abſence, 


without being pierced with the deepeſt affliction. As my 
imagination was daily and nightly upon the rack to invent 
. ſome method of mitigating this cruel ſtroke, or at leaſt of 
acquitting my love and honour in the opinion of this gen- 
tle creature, I at length ſtumbled upon an expedient, with 


which the reader will be made acquainted in due time ; 


and, in conſequence of my determination, became leſs 


uneaſy and diſturbed. 


with a look of aſtoniſhment, without being able, for ſome 
minutes, to open his lips; then pulling me aſide by the 


ſleeve, and fixing his eyes on mine, accoſted me in this 


manner: © Random, where the devil have you been 2 
eh — What is the meaning of all this finery ?/—Oho! I 
_ underſtand you. —You are juſt arrived from the country! / 
what! the roads are good, ch !—Well, Random, you 
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are a bold fellow, and a lucky fellow [but take care, 
the pitcher goes often to the well, but is broke at laſt.” 
So ſaying, he pointed to his collar; by which geſture, 
and the broken hints he had ejaculated, I found he ſuſ- 
pected me of having robbed on the highway; and I laugh- 
ed very heartily at his ſuppoſition. . Without explaining _ 
myſelf any further, I told him he was miſtaken in his 5 
conjecture; that I had been for ſome time paſt with the - 
relation of whom he had frequently heard me ſpeak ; and 
that, as I ſhould ſet out next day upon my travels, I had 
come to take my leave of my friends, and to receive of 
him the money he had borrowed from me, which, noc 
that I was going abroad, I ſhould certainly have occaſion 
for. He was a little diſconcerted at this demand ; but, 
recollecting himſelf in a moment, ſwore in an affected 
paſſion, that I had uſed him extremely ill, and he would 
never forgive me, for having, by this ſhort warning, put 
it out of his power to free himſelf of an obligation he 
could no longer bear. I could not help ſmiling at this 
ptetended delicacy, which I commended highly, telling 
him he needed not to be uneaſy on that ſcore, for I would 
5 Is him a direction to a merchant in the city, with whom 
I would leave a diſcharge for the ſum, to be delivered 
upon payment. He profeſſed much joy at this expedient, 
and with great eagerneſs aſked the perſon's name and place 
of abode, which he forthwith wrote in his pocket-bookz\ 
_ aſſuring me, that he ſhould not be long in my debt. This 1 
affair, which I knew he would never after think of, being eg Ws, 
ſettled to his ſatisfaction, I ſent cards to all my friends, . bh 
defiring the favour of their company at a tavern in the 
evening, when they honoured my invitation, and I had 
the pleaſure of treating them in a very elegant manner, 
; at which they expreſſed equal admiration as applauſe. 
. Having enjoyed ourſelves till midnight, I took my leave 
IJ of them, and was well nigh ſtifled with careſſes: Next 
day I fer out with Strap, in a poſt-chaiſe for Graveſend, 
where we went on board, and, the wind ſerving, weighed 
anchor in leſs than twelve hours. Without meeting with 
any accident, we reached the Downs, where we were 
obliged to come to an anchor, and wait for an eaſterly 
wind to carry us out of the Channel. i 
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_ CHAPTER LXV. 


I ſet out for Suffex—confult Mrs. Sagely—achieve an interview with | 
Narciſſa—return to the ſhip—-we get clear of the Channel—l learn 

dur deſtination—we are chaſed by a large ſhip the company are diſ- 

mayed, and encouraged by the captain's ſpeech—our purſuer happens 

to be an Engliſh man of war—we arrive at the Coaſt of Guinea, ur- 

chaſe 400 negroes, ſail for Paraguay, get r into che river of P bes 
and ſell our Gy to n r oh | 


Ir was now 1 put i in execution the ſchemes I had pro- 


jected at London; and aſking leave of the captain for 


Strap and me to ſtay on {hore till the wind ſhould be- 


come favourable, my requeſt was granted, becauſe, he had 


orders to remain in the Downs until he ſhould receive 
ſome deſpatches from London, which he did not expect 


in leſs than a week. Having imparted my reſolution to 
my truſty valet, who (though he endeavoured to diſſuade 


me from ſuch a raſh undertaking) would not quit me in 
the enterpriſe, I hired horſes, and ſet out immediately for 
that part of Suſſex where my charmer was confined, 
which was not above thirty miles diſtant from Deal, 
where we mounted. As I was perfectly well acquainted ; 
with the extent of the ſquire's eſtate and influence, 
halted within five miles of his houſe, where we remained 
till the twilight, at which time we ſet forward, and, by 
the favour of a dark night, reached a copſe about half a 


mile from the village where Mrs. Sagely lived. Here we 
left our horſes tied to a tree, and went directly to the 


| houſe of my old benefactreſs, Strap trembling all the 
way, and venting ejaculatory petitions to Heaven for our 
 fafety. Her habitation. being quite ſolitary, we arrived 


at the door without being obſerved, when, I ordered my 


companion to enter by himſelf, and, in caſe there ſhould 
be company with her, deliver a letter which I had writ 
for that purpoſe, and ſay that a friend of hers in London, 
underſtanding that he intended to travel this road, had 
committed it to his care. He rapped at the door, to 
_ which the good old matron coming, told him, that being 
2 lone woman, he muſt excuſe her if ſhe did not open it 
until he had declared his name and buſineſs. He anſwer- 
ed, that nis name was unknown to her, and chat his buſi- 
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neſs was to deliver a letter, which (to free her from all 
manner of apprehenſion) he would convey to her through 
the ſpace berween the door and threſhold. This he in- 
ſtantly performed; and ſhe no ſooner read the contents, 
which ſpecified my being preſent, than ſhe cried, “If the 
perſon who wrote this letter be at hand, let him ſpeak, 
that I may be aſſured by his voice whether or not I may 
ſafely admit him.” I forthwith applied my mouth to the 
e ge pronounced, Dear mother, you need not 
be afraid, it is I, fo much indebted to your goodneſs, 
who now crave admittance.” She knew my voice, and, 
opening the door immediately, received me with a truly 
_ maternal affection, manifeſting, by the tears ſhe let fall, 
her concern leſt I ſhould be diſcovered, for ſhe had been 
informed of every thing that had happened between Nar- 
. cifſa and me, from the dear captive's own mouth. When 
I explained the motive of my journey, which was no 
| other than a deſire of ſeeing the object of my love be- 
fore I ſhould quit the kingdom, that I might in perſon 
convince her of the neceſſity I was under to leave her, 
reconcile her to that event, / deſeribing the advantages 
that in all probability would attend it, repeat my vows 
of eternal conſtancy, and enjoy the melancholy pleaſure 
of a tender embrace at parting; I ſay, when I had thus 
ſignified my intention, Mrs. Sagely told me, that Nar- 
ciſſa, upon her return from Bath, had been ſo ſtrictly 
watched, that nobody but one or two of the ſervants, 
devoted to her brother, was admitted to her preſence ; 
that afterwards ſhe had been a little enlarged, and was 
permitted to ſee company, during which indulgence {he 
had been ſeveral times at her cottage ; but of late ſhe had 
been betrayed by one of the fervants, whe diſcovered to 
the ſquire, that he had once carried a letter from her to 
the poſt-houſe, directed to me; upon which information 
The was now more confined than ever, and that I could 
have no chance of ſeeing her, unleſs I would run the riſk 
of getting into the garden, where ſne and her maid were 
every day allowed to take the air, and he hid until I ſhould 
have an opportunity of ſpeaking to them—an adventure 
attended with ſuch danger, that no man in his right wits 
would attempt it. 'This enterpriſe, hazardous as it was, 
L reſolyed to perform, in ſpite of all the arguments of 
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Mrs. Sagely, who reaſoned, chid, and entreated by turns, 
and the tears and prayers of Strap, who conjured me, on 
his knees, to have more regard to myſelf,” as well as to 
him, than to attempt my own deſtruction in fuch a pre- 
cipitate manner. I was deaf to every thing but the ſug- 
geſtions of my love; and ordering him to return imme- 
diately with the horſes to the inn from whence we ſet out, 
and wait for my coming in that place, he at firſt peremp- 
torily refuſed to leave me, until I perſuaded him, that, if 
our bete ſhould remain where they were till day- light, 
they would certainly be diſcovered, and the whole county 
alarmed. On this conſideration, he took his leave in a 
ſorrowful plight, kiſſed my hand, and weeping, cried, 
God knows if ever I ſhall ſee you again,” —My kind 
landlady, finding me obſtinate, gave me her beſt advice 
how to behave in the execution of my project; and, after 
having perſuaded me to take a little refreſhment, accom- 
modated me with a bed, and left me to my repoſe. Early 
in the morning, I aroſe, and armed with a couple of loaded 
| Piſtols and a hanger, went to the back of the ſquire's 
garden, climbed over the wall, and, according to Mrs. 
Sagely's direction, concealed myſelf in a thicket, hard by 
an alcove that terminated a walk at a good diſtance from 
the . houſe, which (I was told) my miſtreſs chiefly fre- 
quented. Here TI abſconded from five o'clock in the 
morning to fix in the evening, without ſeeing a human 
creature; at laſt I perceived two women approaching, 
| whom, by my throbbing heart, I ſoon recognized to be 
the adorable Narciſſa and , Miſs Williams. I felt the 
ſtrongeſt agitation of ſoul at the fight ; and gueſſing that 
they would repoſe themſelves in the alcove, ſtepped into 
itt unperceived, and laid upon the ſtone table a picture of 
myſelf in miniature, for which I had fat in London, pur- 

| poſing to leave it with Narciſſa before I ſhould go abroad. 

: Tespe it in this manner, as an introduction to my own | 
appearance, which, without ſome previous intimation, I 
was afraid might have an unlucky effect upon the delicate 

nerves of my fair enſlaver; and then withdrew into the 

_ thicket, where I could hear their difcourſe, and ſuit myſelf 
to the circumſtances of the occaſion. As they advanced, 
I obſerved an air of melancholy in the countenance 3 


Narciſſa, blended with ſuch unſpeakable ſweetnels, that I 
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could ſcarce refrain from flying i into her arms, and kiſſing 
away the pearly drop that ſtood collected in each bewitch- 
ing eye. According to my expectation, the entered the 
alcove, and perceiving ſomething on the table, took it up. 
No ſooner did ſhe caſt her eye upon the features, than, 
ſtartled at the reſemblance, ſhe cried, . Good God!“ and 


the roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from her cheeks. Her con- 


fidant, alarmed' at this exclamation, looked at the picture, 
and, ſtruck with the likeneſs, exclaimed, © O Jeſus! the 


very features of Mr. Random!“ Narciſſa having recollected 
herſelf a little, ſaid, © Whatever angel brought it hither as 


a comfort to me in my affliction, I am thankful for the 


85 beneft, and will preſerve it as the deareſt object of my 
care.“ So ſaying, ſhe kiſſed it with ſurpriſing ardour, 
ſhed a flood of tears, and then depoſited the lifeleſs image 

in her lovely boſom. Tranſported at theſe ſymptoms of _ 
her unaltered affection, I was about to throw myſelf at 
her feet, when Miſs Williams, whoſe reflection was leſs 


engaged than that of her miſtreſs, obſerved, that the pic- 


ture could not tranſport itſelf hither, and that ſhe could 
not help thinking I was not far off. The gentle Narcifla 


ſtartling at this conjeCture, anſwered, * Heaven forbid | 


for although nothing in the univerſe could yield me ſatis- 
faction equal to that of his preſence for one poor moment, 


in a proper place, I would rather forfeit his company 
almoſt for ever, than fee him here, where his life would 
de expoſed to ſo much danger.” I could no longer re- 


{train the impulſe of my paſſion, but, breaking from my 
_ concealment, ſtood before her, when the uttered a fearful 
 thriek; and fainted in the arms of her companion. I flew. 
=, towards the treaſure of my ſoul, claſped her in my em- 
| brace, and, with the warmth of my kifles, brought her 


again to life. O! that 1 were endowed with the expreſ- 
ſion of a Raphael, the graces of a Guido, the magic 


touches of a Titian, that I might repreſent the fond con- 
cern, the chaſtened rapture, and ingenudus bluſh, that 
_ mingled in her beauteous face when the opened her eyes ” 


upon me, and pronounced,“ O heavens! is it you? 


I am afraid I have already encroached upon the reader's 
patience, with the particulars of this amour, on which 
(Lon) I cannot help being impertinently circumſtantial. 
oe Ball therefore omit the lets material pafſages of this 3 in- 
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terview, during which I convinced her reaſon, though 1 
could not appeaſe the ſad preſages of her love, with re- 
gard to the long voyage and dangers I muſt undergo. 
When we had ſpent an hour (which was all ſhe could 
ſpare from the barbarity of her brother's vigilance) in la- 
menting over our hard fate, and in repeating our recipro- 
cal vows, Miſs Williams reminded us of the neceſlity 
there was for our immediate parting z and ſure, lovers 
never parted with ſuch ſorrow and reluctance as we. 
But becauſe my words are incapable of doing juſtice to 
this affecting circumſtance, I am obliged to draw a veil * 
over it, and obſerve, that I returned in the dark to the © 
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Ol houſe of Mrs. Sagely, who was overjoyed to hear of 7 ; 
wt ſucceſs, and oppoſed the tumults of my grief with ſuch 
7 ſtrength of reaſon, that my mind regained in ſome meaſure 
#4 its tranquillity z and that very night, after having forced 
i upon the good gentlewoman a purſe of twenty guineas, as 
1 a token x my gratitude and eſteem, I took my leave of 
: her, and ſet out on foot for the inn, where my arrival 
0; freed honeſt Strap from the horrors of unutterable dread. 
1 We took horſe immediately, and alighted carly next 
Wi morning at Deal, where I found my uncle in great con- 
7 cern on account of my abſence, becauſe he had received 
1 his deſpatches, and muſt have weighed with the firſt fair 
1 wind, whether I had been on board or not. Next day, a 
77 | briſk eaſterly gale ſpringing up, we ſet ſail, and in eight 
. and forty hours got clear of the Channel, 
5 | When we were about two hundred leagues to weſtward 
mY : of the Land's End, the captain taking me apart into the 
w_— cabin, told me, that, now he was permitted by his in- 
1 ſtructions, he would diſcloſe the intent and deſtination of 
. | our voyage: The ſhip, ſaid he, which has been fitted 
wy _ out at a great expence, is bound for the Coaſt of Guinea, 
5 Jn where we ſhall exchange part of our cargo for ſlaves and 
1 * gold duſt; from thence we will tranſport our negroes to 4 
"vl Buenos-Ayres in New Spain, where (by virtue of paſſports 
w— obtained from our own court, and that of Madrid) we 
1 will diſpoſe of them and the goods that remain on board 
..- for ſilver, by means of our ſupercargo, who is perfectly _ 
wo well acquainted with the coaſt, the lingo, and inhabitants.” 
1 HhHecing thus let into the ſecret of our expedition, I borrowed 
fa Hof the ſupercargo a Spaniſh grammar, dictionary, and 
_ 
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ſome other books of the ſame language, which I ſtudied 


with ſuch application, that, before we arrived in New 


Spain, I could maintain a converſation with him in that 


tongue. Being arrived in the warm latitudes, I ordered 
(with the captain's conſent) the whole ſhip's company to 


be blooded and purged, myſelf undergoing the ſame eva- 


cuation, in order to prevent thoſe dangerous fevers to 


which northern conſtitutions are ſubject in hot climates E 
and I have reaſon to believe that this precaution was not 
unſerviceable, for we loſt but one ſailor during our whole 


_ paſſage to the Coaſt. _ 


One day, when we had been about five weeks at ſea, 


ve deſcried to windward a large ſhip bearing down up- 
on us with all the fail ſhe could carry. Upon which my 
uncle ordered the ſtudding ſails to be hoiſted, and the 


ſhip to be cleared for engaging ; but finding that (to uſe 


the ſeaman's phraſe) we were very much wronged by 


the ſhip which had. us in chaſe, and which by this time 


had hoiſted French colours, he commanded the ſtudding- 


| fails to be taken in, the courſes to be clewed up, the 


of the guns, and every man to repair to his quarters. 


| While every body was buſied in the performance of theſe - 


orders, Strap came upon the quarter-deck, trembling, and 
looking aghaſt, and, with a voice half ſuppreſſed by fear, 


alked if I thought we were a match for the veilel in pur- 


ſuit of us? Obſerving his conſternation, I ſaid, © What! 


main: top ſail to be backed, the tompions to be taken out 


ES 


are you afraid, Strap?“ © Afraid! (he replied) n- n- no; 
what ſhould I be afraid of ? I thank God, I have a clear 


conſcience z but I believe it will be a bloody battle, and | 
I wiſh you may not have occaſion for another hand to 
aſſiſt you in the cock-pit.” I immediately perceived his 


drift, and making the captain acquainted with his fitua- | 


tion, deſired he might be ſtationed below with me and 

my mates. My uncle, incenſed at his puſillanimity, bade 
me ſend him down inſtantly, that his fear might not in- 
fect the ſhip's company; whereupon I told the poor 
ſteward, that I had begged him for my aſſiſtant, and de- 

1 ſired him to go down and help my mates to get ready the 
inſtruments and dreſſings. Notwithſtanding the ſatisfac- 
tion he mult have felt at theſe tidings, he affected a ſhy- 
neſs of quitting the upper-deck ; and ſaid, he hoped I did 
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not imagine he was afraid to do his duty above board; 
for he believed himſelf as well prepared for death as any 
man in the ſhip, no diſparagement to me or the captain. 
I was diſguſteg at this affectation, and, in order to puniſh 
his hypocriſy, aſſured him, he might take his choice ei- 
ther of going down to the cock-pit with me, or of ſtaying 
upon deck during the engagement. Alarmed at this in- 
difference, he replied, 4 Well, to oblige you, I'll go 
down; but, remember, it is more for your ſake than m 
con.“ 80 ſaying, he diſappeared in a twinkling, without 
waiting for an anſwer. By this time we could obſerve 
two tier of guns in the ſhip which purſued us, and which 
was now but two ſhort miles aſtern. This diſcovery had © 
an evident effect upon the ſailors, who did not ſcruple to 
ſay, that we ſhould be tore to pieces, and blown out of 
the water, and that, if in caſe any of them ſhould loſe 
their precious limbs, they mult go a-begging for life, for 
there was no proviſion made by the merchants for thoſe 
poor ſouls who were maimed in their ſervice. The cap- 
_ tain, underſtanding this backwardneſs, ordered the crew _ 
abaft, and ſpoke to them thus: My lads, I am told you 
hang an a—ſe.—1 have gone to ſea thirty years man and - 
boy, and never ſaw Engliſh ſailors afraid before. May- 
hap you think I want to expoſe you for the lucre of gain. 
Whoſoever thinks ſo, thinks a damned lie, for my whole 
cargo is enſured ; ſo that, in caſe I ſhould be taken, my 
| loſs would not be great. The enemy is ſtronger than 
we, to be ſure. What then? have we not a chance for 
carrying away one of her maſts, and fo get clear of her? 
If we find her too hard for us, tis but ſtriking at laſt. 
If any man is hurt in the engagement, I promiſe on the 
word of an honeſt ſeaman, to make him a recompenſe 
according to his loſs. So now, you that are lazy, lubber- 
ly, cowardly dogs, get away, and ſkulk in the hold and 
| bread room; and you that are jolly boys, ſtand by me, 
and let us give one broad-fide for the honour of Old Eng- 
land.“ This eloquent harangue was ſo well adapted to 
the diſpoſition of his hearers, that one and all of them, 
pulling off their hats, waved them over their heads, and 
ſaluted him with three cheers; upon which he ſent his 
boy for two large caſe bottles of brandy, and having 
treated every man with a dram, they repaired to their 


quarters, and waited impatiently for the word of com- 


mand. I muſt do my uncle the juſtice to ſay, that, in 


the whole of his diſpoſition, he behaved with the utmoſt 
intrepidity, conduct, and deliberation. The enemy being 


very near, he ordered me to my ſtation, and was juſt go- 
Ing to give the word for hoiſting the colours, and firing, 
when the ſuppoſed Frenchman hauled down his white 
pennant, jack, and enſign, hoiſted Engliſh ones, and fired 


a gun a-head of us: This was a joyful event to Captain 


Bowling, who immediately ſhowed his colours, and fired 


a gun to leeward : Upon which the other ſhip ran along- 


fide of us, hailed him, and giving him to know that ſhe 


was an Engliſh man of war of forty guns, ordered him to 
Hoiſt out his boat and come on board. This command 


he obeyed with the more alacrity, becauſe, upon inquiry, 


he found that ſhe was commanded by an old meſſmate 


of his, who was overjoyed to ſee him, detained him to 


dinner, and ſent his barge for the ſupercargo and me, 
who were very much careſſed on his account. As this 
commander was deſtined to cruiſe upon the French, in 
the latitude of Martinico, his ſtem and quarters were 
adorned with white flowers-de-lis, and the whole ſhell of 
the ſhip ſo much diſguiſed for a decoy to the enemy, 
tunhat it was no wonder my uncle did not know her, al- 
though he had failed on board of her many years. We 
kept company with her four days, during which time the 
captains were never aſunder, and then parted, our courſe _ 


lying different from hers. 


In leſs than a fortnight after our ſeparation, we made 
the land of Guinea, near the mouth of the river Gambia, 


and trading along the coaſt as far to the ſourhward of 
the line as Angola and Bengula, in leſs than ſix months 
diſpoſed of the greateſt part of our cargo, and purchaſed 


four hundred negroes, my adventure having been laid out 


in gold duſt. %% TP 
Our complement being made up, we took our depar- 


ture from Cape Negroe, and arrived in the Rio de la 
Plata in fix weeks, having met with nothing remarkable 
m our voyage, except an epidemic fever, not unlike the 
Jail diſtemper, which broke out among our ſlaves, and 
carried off a good many of the ſhip's company; among 
whom I loſt one of my mates, and poor Strap had well 
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nigh given up the ghoſt. Having produced our pailport 


to the Spaniſh governor, we were received with great 


courteſy, ſold our flaves in a very few days, and could 


have put off five times the number at our own price; 


though we were obliged to ſmuggle the reſt of our mer- 
chandiſe, conſiſting of European bale goods, which, how- 
ever, WE made __ to diſpoſe of at a 0 advantage. 


P 


CH APTER LXVI. 


I am invited t to the villa of a Spaniſh a where we meet ( Wich an | En- | 
gliſh gentleman, and make a very intereſting diſcovery—=we: leave 


| Buenos-Ayres, ape arrive at e 


Cow: ſhip being freed: foci 4 e lading of 
negroes, to whom indeed I had been a miſerable ſlave 


ſince our leaving the Coaſt of Guinea, I began to enjoy 


myſelf, and breathe with pleaſure the pure air of Para- 
guay, this part of which is reckoned the Montpelier of 
South America, and has obtained, on account of its cli- 
mate, the name of Buenos-Ayres. It was in this deli- 
cious place that I gave myſelf entirely up to the thoughts 
of my dear Narciſſa, whoſe image {till kept poſſeſſion of 
my breaſt, and whoſe charms, enhanced by abſence, ap- 
peared to my imagination, if poſſible, more engaging than 
cver! J calculated the profits of my voyage, which even 


exceeded my expectation; reſolved to purchaſe a hand- 
ſome finecure upon my arrival in England, and, if 1 
| ſhould find the ſquire as averſe to me as ever, marry his 


ſiſter by ſtealth; and in caſe our family ſhould increaſe, 
rely upon the generoſity of my uncle, who was by this 


5 time worth a conſiderable ſum. 


While Famuſed myſelf with theſe agreeable projects, — 


and the tranſporting hopes of enjoying Narcifla, we were 


very much careſſed by the Spanith gentlemen, who fre- 

- quently formed parties of pleaſure for our entertainment, 

in which we made excurſions a good way into the coun- 
try. Among thoſe who ſignalized themſelves by their 


civility to us, there was one Don Antonio de Ribera, a 
very polite young gentleman, with whom 1 had contract- 
* 


DEN TEA IDLE er Ev nn a et ie WAI cg FL EIA, 


9— is 1 CGG R were - 
9 * N A TE e I 8 » 
bes 5 r Ne ei * 
ht ag | . 8 


= * 2 8 9 * WN 8 
ee e d SME EC EI! 
He CEN EE ES on Eyes nuts ee r 


& 


'RODERICK RANDOM. 453 


ed an intimate frigndſhip, who invited us one day to his 
country houſe, and, as a further inducement to our com- 
pliance, promiſed to procure for us the company of an 
Engliſh ſignior, who had been ſettled in thoſe parts many 


years, and acquired the love and eſteem of the whole 


province, by his affability, good ſenſe, and honourable be- 


We accepted his invitation, and ſet out for his villa, 
where we had not been longer than an hour, when the 


perſon arrived in whoſe favour I had been ſo much pre- 
poſſeſſed. He was a tall man, remarkably well-ſhaped, 
of a fine mien and appearance, commanding reſpect, and 
| ſeemed to be turned of forty ; the features of his face 
were ſaddened with a reſerve and gravity, which in other 


countries would have been thought the effect of melan- 
choly; but here appeared to have been contracted by his 
commerce with the Spaniards, who are remarkable for 


that ſeverity of countenance. Underſtanding from Don 


Antonio that we were his countrymen, he ſaluted us all 


round very complaiſantly, and fixing his eyes very atten- 

tively on me, uttered a deep ſigh. I had been ſtruck 
with a profound veneration for him at his firſt coming in- 
to the room; and no ſooner obſerved this expreſſion of 

his ſorrow, directed, as it were, in a particular manner 
to me, than my heart took part in his grief. I fyrapa- 
_ thized involuntarily, and ſighed in my turn. Having 
| aſked leave of our entertainer, he accoſted us in Engliſh, 
profeſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing ſo many of his coun- 
trymen in ſuch a remote place, and aſked the captain, 
who went by the name of Signior Thoma, from what 
part of Britain he had failed, and whither he was bound. 

My uncle told him that we had ſailed from the river 
Thames, and were bound for the ſame place, by the way 
55 o Jamaica, where we intended to take in a lading of 
JJ ß  TOgns 
HFaving ſatisfied himſelf in theſe and other particulars 
about the ſtate of the war, he gave us to underſtand that 
he had a longing defire to reviſit his native country, in 
conſequence of which he had already tranſmitted to Eu- 


rope the greateſt part of his fortune in neutral bottoms, 
and would willingly embark the reſt of it with himſelt, 
in our ſhip, provided the captain had no objection to 
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I was overjoyed to hear his intention, and 1 in⸗ 
een 

diſappointed, I ſhould have been very unhappy : In the 
courſe of our entertainment, he eyed me with uncommon 
attachment; I feta ſurpriſing attraction towards him; 
when he ſpoke, I liſtened with attention and reverence ; 
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ſuch a. paſſenger. My uncle very prudęntly replied, that 
for his part he ſhould be glad of his company, if he could 
procure the conſent of the governor, without which he 


durſt not admit him on board, whatever inclination he 


had to oblige him. The gentleman approved of his diſ- 
cretion, and, telling him that there would be no difficul- 
ty in obtaining the connivance of the governor, who was 


his good friend, ſhifted the converſation to another ſub- 


ject. 335 


tereſted myſelf ſo much in his favour, that, had he 


the dignity of his deportment filled me with affection and 
awe; and, in ſhort, the emotions of my ſoul, in preſence 


of this ſtranger, were ſtrong and unaccountable! 


Having ſpent the beſt part of the day with us, he took 
his leave, telling Captain Thoma, that he ſhould hear 
from him in a ſhort time. He was no ſooner gone, than 
I aſked a thouſand queſtions about him of Don Antonio, 
who could give me no other ſatisfaction, than that his 
name was Don Rodrigo, that he had lived fifteen or fix- 
teen years in theſe parts, was reputed rich, and ſuppoled _ 
to have been unfortunate in his younger years, becauſe 
be was obſerved to nouriſh a penſive melancholy, even 
from the time of his fiſt ſettlement among them; but 


that nobody had ventured to inquire into the cauſe of his 
ſorrow, in conſideration of his peace, which might ſuffer 
in the recapitulation of his misfortunes. GED 


I Vas ſeized with an irreſiſtible deſire of knowing the 
| particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not one hour of repoſe 


during the whole night, by reaſon of the eager concep- 


tions that inſpired me with regard to his ſtory, which 1 
reſolved (if poſſible) to learn. Next morning, while we 
were at breakfaſt, three mules richly capariſoned arrived 
with a meſſage from Don Rodrigo, deſiring our company, 
and that of Don Antonio, at his houſe, which was ſitu- 
ated about ten miles farther up in the country. I was 
_ pleaſed with this invitation, in conſequence of which we 
mounted the mules which he had provided for us, and 
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alighted at his houſe before noon. Here we were ſplen-⸗ 


didly entertained by the generous ſtranger, who ſtill ſeem- 
ed to ſhow a particular regard for me, and, after dinner, 
made me a preſent of a ring ſet with a beautiful amethyſt, 
the production of that country, ſaying, at the ſame time, 
that he was once bleſſed with a ſon, who, had he lived, 
would have been nearly of * age. This obſervation, 


delivered with a profound ſigh, made my heart throb 
with violence; a crowd of confuſed ideas ruſhed upon 


my imagination, which, while I endeavoured to unravel, 


my uncle perceived my abſence of thought, and tapping 


me on the ſhoulder, ſaid, Oons! are you aſleep, Rory!“ 


Before I had time to reply, Don Rodrigo, with uncom- 
mon eagerneſs of voice and look, pronounced, Pray, 
Captain, what is the young gentleman's name?“ —“ His 
name (faid my uncle) is Roderick Random.“ © Gracious 
Powers!“ (cried the ſtranger, ſtarting up,) —“ And his 
Mother's ““ His mother (anſwered the Captain amaz- 
ed) was called Charlotte Bowling,” O bounteous Hea- 
ven! (exclaimed Don Rodrigo, ſpringing acroſs the ta- 
ble, and claſping me in his arms), my ſon ! my ſon ! have 
I found thee again ?—do I hold thee in my embrace, af- 
ter having loſt and deſpaired of ſeeing thee ſo _ 90 
„ 
While the power of nature operating ſtrongly in my breaſt, 
I was loſt in rapture, and while he preſſed me to his 
heart, let fall a ſhower of tears into his boſom. His ut- 
terance was choked up a good while by the agitation of 
his ſoul : At length he broke out into, © Myſterious Pro- 
vidence O my dear Charlotte! there yet remains a 
pledge of our love; and ſuch a pledge !—ſo found -O 


ſaying, he fell upon my neck and wept aloud wi 


- Jofate Goodneſs ; let me adore thy all-wiſe decrees l“ 


Having thus expreſſed himſelf, he kneeled upon the floor, 


lifted up his eyes and hands to Heaven, and remained 
ſome minutes in a ſilent ecſtaſy of devotion: I put my- 


ſelf in the ſame poſture, adored the All- good Diſpoſer in 


2 prayer of mental thankſgiving; and when his ejacula- 
tion was ended, did homage to my father, and craved 
his parental bleſſing. He hugged me again with unut- 
terable fondneſs, and having implored the protection of 


Heaven upon my head, raiſed me from the ground, and 


preſented me as his ſon to the company, who wept in 
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concert over this affecting ſcene. Among the reſt, ale 
uncle did not fail to diſcover the goodneſs and joy of his 
heart: Albeit unuſed to the melting mood, he blubbered 
with great tenderneſs, and wringing my father's hand, 
_ cried, © Brother Random, "I'm rejoiced to ſee you—God 
be praiſed for this happy meeting.” Don Rodrigo, un- 
derſtanding that he was his brother-in-law, embraced 
him affectionately, ſaying, “ Are you my Charlotte's 
brother ?—Alas ! unhappy Charlotte ! but why ſhould ] 
repine? we ſhall meet again never more to part Bro- 
ther, you are truly welcome.—Dear ſon, I am tranſport- - 
ed with unſpeakable joy I— This day is a e 
friends and ſervants ſhall ſhare my ſatis faction? 735 
While he deſpatched meſſengers to the gentlemen in 
the neighbourhood, to announce this event, and gave or- 
ders for a grand entertainment, I was ſo much affected 
with the tumults of paſhon, which aſſailed me on this 
great, ſudden, and unexpected occaſion, that I fell fick, 
| fevered, and in leſs than three hours became quite deli- 
rious 3 ſo that the preparations were countermanded, and 
the joy of the family converted into grief and deſpair. ö 
Phyſicians were inſtantly called; I was plentifully blood- 
dd in the foot, my lower extremities were bathed in a 
decoction of ſalutiferous herbs ; in ten hours after I was 
taken ill J enjoyed a critical ſweat, and next day felt no 
remains of the diſtemper, but an agreeable laſſitude, which 
did not hinder me from getting up. During the progreſs | 
of this fever, which, from the term of its duration, is 
called Ephemera, my father never once quitted my bed- 
fide, but adminiſtered the preſcriptions. of the phyſicians 
with the moſt pious care; while Captain Bowling mani- 
leſted his concern by the Ike attendance. I no ſooner 
found myſelf delivered from the diſeaſe, than I bethought 
myſelf of my honeſt friend, Strap; and reſolving to make 
him happy forthwith in the knowledge of my good for- 


tune, told my father in general, that I had been infinitely 


_ obliged to this faithful adherent, and begged he would in- 
” cuine me ſo far as to ſend for him, without letting him 
know my happineſs, until he could receive an account of 
it from my own mouth. = 
My requeſt was ene Oe wich out a ob | 
ſenger with a _ mule detached to the ib, carrying 
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orders from the captain to the mate to ſend the ſteward 


by the bearer. My health being, in the mean time, re- 
eſtabliſhed, and my mind compoſed, I began to reliſh this 


important turn of my fortune, in refleCting upon the ad- 


vantages with which it muſt be attended; and as the idea 


of my lovely Narciſſa always joined itſelf to every ſcene 
of happineſs I could imagine, I entertained myſelf now 
with the proſpeCt of poſſeſſing her in that diſtinguiſhed 


ſphere to which ſhe was entitled by her birth and quali- 


fications. Having often mentioned her name while I was 


_ deprived of my ſenſes, my father gueſſed that there was 


an intimate connection between us, and diſcovering the 
picture which hung in my boſom by a ribbon, did not 
doubt that it was the reſemblance of my amiable miſtreſs.: 
In this belief he was confirmed by my uncle, who told 
him that it was the picture of a young woman, to whom _ 
I was under promiſe of marriage. Alarmed at this piece 
of information, Don Rodrigo took the firſt opportunity of 

_ queſtioning me about the particulars of this affair, which 
when I had candidly recounted, he approved of my paſ- 
| tion, and promiſed to contribute all in his power towards 
its Tucceſs. Though I never doubted his generoſity, I was 


' tranſported on this occaſion, and throwing myſelf at his 


feet, told him, he had now completed my happineſs ; for, 5 
without the poſſeſſion of Narciſſa, I ſhould be miſerable 
among all the pleaſures of life. He raiſed me with a 
ſmile of paternal fondneſs; ſaid, he knew what it was to 


be in love; and obſerved, that 7 he had been as tenderly 


beloved by his father as I was by mine, he ſhould not now 
perhaps have cauſe—Here he was interrupted by a ſigh, 
the tear ruſhed into his eye, he ſuppreſſed the dictates of 
his grief, and the time being opportune, deſired me to re- 
late the paſſages of my life, which my uncle had told him 
were manifold and ſurpriſing. I recounted the moſt ma- 
terial circumſtances of my fortune, to which he liſtened 
with wonder and attention, manifeſting from time to time 
_ thoſe different emotions which my different ſituations may 
be ſuppoſed to have raiſed in a parent's breaſt, and, when 
my detail was ended, bleſſcd God for the adverſity L had - 
undergone, which, he ſaid, enlarged the underſtanding, 
improved the heart, ſteeled the conſtitution, an:! qualified 


young man for all the duties and enjoyments of life, 
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much better than any education which affluence could 
befrtow. _ | 1 5 
When I had thus ſatisfied his curioſity, I diſcovered an 
inclination to hear the particulars of his ſtory, which he 
_ gratified, by beginning with his marriage, and proceeded 

to the day of his diſappearing, as I have related in the firſt 
part of my memoirs. © Careleſs of life (continued he), 
and unable to live in a place where every object recalled 


the memory of my dear Charlotte, whom 1 had loſt 


through the barbarity of an unnatural parent, I took m 
leave of you, my child, then an infant, with a heart full 
of unutterable woe, but little ſuſpecting that my father's 
unkindneſs would have deſcended to my innocent orphan ; 
and ſetting out alone at midnight for the neareſt ſea-port, 
| early next morning got on board a ſhip, bound, as I had 
heard, for France, and bargaining with the maſter for my 
paſſage, bade a long adieu to my native country, and put 
to ſea with the firſt fair wind. The place of our deſtina- 
tion was Granville; but we had the misfortune to run 
upon a ridge of rocks near the Ifland of Alderney, called 
the Caſkets, where the ſea running high, the ſhip went to 
pieces, the boat ſunk along-fide, and every ſoul on board 
_ periſhed, except myſelf, who, by the aſſiſtance of a grating, 
got aſhore on the coaſt of Normandy. I went directly to 
Caen, where I was ſo lucky as to meet with a count, 
whom I had formerly known in my travels: With this 
_ gentleman I ſet out for Paris, where I was recommended 
by him and other friends, as a tutor to a young nobleman, 
whom accompanied to the court of Spain. There we 
remained a whole year, at the end of which my pupil 
being recalled by his father, I quitted my office, and ſtaid 
behind, by the advice of a certain Spaniſh grandee, who 
took me into his protection, and introduced me to another 
' nobleman, who was afterwards created viceroy of Peru. 
He infiſted on my attending him to his government in the 
Indies, where, however, by reaſon of my religion, it was = 
not in his power to make my fortune any other way than 
by encouraging me to trade, which I had not long proſe- 
cuted, when my patron died, and I found myſelf in the 


midſt of ſtrangers, without one friend to ſupport or pro- 


lf TT, 2 
- © — > 


tect me. Urged by this conſideration, I ſold my effects, 1 
and removed to this country, the governor of which hav- 
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ing been appointed by the viceroy, was my intimate ac- 
quaintance. Here has Heaven proſpered my endeavours, 


during a reſidence of fixteen years, in which my tran- 
quillity was never invaded, but by the remembrance of 
your mother, whoſe death I have in ſecret mourned with- 
out ceaſing, and the reflection of you, whoſe fate I could 
never learn, notwithſtanding all my inquiries, by means 
of my friends in France, who, after the moſt ſtrict exa- 
mination, could give me no other account, than that you 
went abroad fix years ago, and was never after heard of. 
I could not reſt ſatisfied with this imperfect information, 
and though my hope of finding you was but languid, re- 
| ſolved to go in queſt of you in perſon ; for which purpoſe, _ 
I have remitted to Holland the value of twenty thouſand 
pounds, and am in poſleſſion of fifteen thouſand more, 
with which I intended to embark myſelf on board of 
Captain Bowling, before I diſcovered this amazing ſtroke 
of Providence, which you may be ſure has not altered my 


My father having entertained us with this agreeable 

etch of his life, withdrew, in order to relieve Don 
Antonio, who, in his abſence, had done the honours of 
his houſe; and I was juſt dreſſed for my appearance among 
the gueſts, when Strap arrived from the ſhip.  _ 


Ile no ſooner entered the grand apartment in which I 
Was, and ſaw the magnificence of my apparel, than his 
ſpeech was loſt in amazement, and he gaped in filence at 
the objects that ſurrounded him. I took him by the hand, 
obſerved that I had ſent for him to be a witneſs and ſharer 
of my happineſs, and told him I had found a father. At 
theſe words he ſtarted, and after having continued ſome 
minutes with his mouth and eyes wide open, cried, 
Aha !—odd, I know what ! go thy ways, poor Narcifla, 
and go thy ways, ſomebody elſe—well—Lord, what a 
thing is love — God help us! are all our mad pranks and 
proteſtations come to this? and have you fixed your habi- _ 
tation in this diſtant land? God proſper you II find we 
muſt part at laſt—for I would not leave my poor carcaſs 
ſo far from my native home for all the wealth of the uni- 
verſe!” With theſe ejaculations, he began to ſob and 
make wry faces; upon which I aſſured him of his miſtake, 
both in regard to Narciſſa, and my ſtaying in Paraguay, 
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and informed wn, as briefly as I could, of the great event 
which had happened. Never was rapture more ludicrouſly | 


expreſſed, than in the Rd, funf this worthy creature, 


who cried, laughed, whiſtled, ſung, and danced, all in a 


breath : His tranſport was ſcarce over, when my father 
entered, who-no ſooner underſtood that this was Strap, 


than he took him by the hand, ſaying, Is this the honeſt 


man, who befriended you ſo much in your diſtreſs ? you 


are welcome fo my houſe, and I will ſoon put it in the 


power of my ſon to reward you for your good offices in 
his behalf; in the mean time, go with us, and partake of 
the repaſt that is provided.“ Strap, wild as he was with 


joy, would by no means accept of the proffered honour, 
crying, God forbid —1 know my diſtance your wor- 
ſhip ſhall excuſe me.” And Don Rodrigo finding his 
modeſty invincible, recommended him to his major domo, 
to be treated with the utmoſt reſpect z while he carried 
me into a large ſaloon, where I was preſented to a nume- 
rous company, who loaded me with compliments and 
careſſes, and congratulated my father i in terms not Peper 


for me to repeat. 


Without ſpecifying the particulars of our . 5 
let it ſuffice to ſay, it was at the ſame time elegant and 
ſumptuous, and the rejoicings laſted two days: After 
which, Don Rodrigo ſettled his affairs, converted his 
effects into ſilver and gold, viſited and took leave of all 
his friends, who were grieved at his departure, and ho- 
noured me with conſiderable preſents; and coming on 
board of my uncle's ſhip, with the firſt favourable wind 
| we ſailed from the Rio de la Plata, and in two months 
came ſafe to an anchor in the harbour of N in the 


Aland of ae, 


1 
. 
5 


C 


 RODERICK RANDOM. . 461 


CHAPTER LXVII. 


15 I viſit my old friend Thomſon—we ſet ſail for Europe—meet with an 
: odd adventure—arrive in England—I ride acroſs the country from 


Portſmouth to Suſſex—converſe with Mrs. Sagely, who informs me 


of Narciſſa's being in London—in conſequence of this intelligence, 1 
proceed to Canterbury—meet with my old friend Morgan—arrive at. | 
London —viſit Narciſſa—introduce my father to her—he is charmed 

with her good ſenſe and beauty—we come to a determination of de- 


* manding her brother's conſent to our marriage. 


IId Rb, as ſoon as I got aſhore, about my generous 
companion, Mr. 'Thomſon ; and hearing that he lived in 


a flouriſhing condition upon the eſtate left him by his 
_ wife's father, who had been dead ſome years, I took horſe 
immediately, with the conſent of Don Rodrigo, who had 
heard me mention him with great regard, and in a few 
hours reached the place of his habitation” 


I ſhould much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thomſon's 
ſentiments, to ſay barely he was glad to fee me: He felt 
all that the moſt ſenſible and diſintereſted friendſhip could 
feel on this occaſion; introduced me to his wife, a very 
amiable young lady, who had already bleſſed him with 
two fine children; and being as yet ignorant of my cir- 
cumſtances, frankly offered me the aſſiſtance of his purſe 
and intereſt. I thanked him for his generous intention, 
and made him acquainted with my ſituation, on which he 
congratulated me with great joy, and after I had ſtaid 
with him a whole day and night, accomj anied me back 
to Kingſton, to wait upon my father, whom he invited to 
his houſe. Don Rodrigo complied with his requeſt, and, 
having been handſomely entertained during the ſpace of 
a week, returned extremely well ſatisfied with the be- 
haviour of my friend and his lady, to whom, at parting, 
he preſented a very valuable diamond ring, as a token of 
his eſteem. During the courſe of my converſation with 
r. Thomſon, he gave me to underſtand, that his and 
my old commander, Captain Oakum, was dead ſome 
months; and that, immediately after his death, a diſco- 
very had been made of ſome valuable eſſects that he had 
feloniouſly ſecreted out of a prize, by the aſſiſtance of 
Dr. Mackihane, who was now actually in priſon on that 
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account, and being deſtitute of friends, ſubſiſted ſolely on 


the charity of my friend, whoſe bounty he had implored 


in the moſt abject manner, after having been the barbar- 


ous occaſion of driving him to that terrible extremity on 
board of the Thunder, which we have formerly related. 


 Whatſoever this wretch might have been guilty of, I ap- 
plauded Mr. Thomſon's generoſity towards him in his 
diſtreſs, which wrought ſo much upon me alſo, that I ſent 
him ten piſtoles, in ſuch a private manner, that he could 


never know his benefactor. _ 
While my father and I were care 


Ted among the gen- 


tlemen on ſhore, Captain Bowling had written to his 


owners, by the packet, which failed a few days after our 


arrival, ſignifying his proſperous voyage hitherto, and de- 
tiring them to enſure his ſhip and cargo homeward-bound ; | 
after which precaution, he applied himſelf ſo heartily to 
the taſk of loading his ſhip, that, with, the aſſiſtance of 
Mr. Thomſon, the was full in leſs than fix weeks. This 
kind gentleman likewiſe procured for Don Rodrigo bills 
upon London for the greateſt part of his gold and filver, 
by which means it was ſecured againſt the riſk of the ſeas 
and the enemy; and, before we failed, ſupplied us with 
ſuch large quantities of all kinds of ſtock, that not only 
we, but the ſhip's company, fared ſumptuouſly during the 
Loi oo 
Every thing being ready, we took our leave of our kind 
entertainers, and, going on board at Port Royal, ſet fail _ 
for England on the firſt day of June. We beat up to 
windward, with fine eaſy weather; and one night, be- 
lieving ourſelves near Cape 'Tiberoon, lay to, with an in- 
| tention to wood and water next morning in the bay. 
While we remained in this ſituation, a failor, having 
drank more new rum than he could carry, ſtaggered over- 
board, and, notwithſtandin 
uſed to preſerve him, wer 
ed. About two ho 
happened, as I 


Sf 


all the means that could be 
"to the bottom and diſappear- 
"after this melancholy accident 
-joyed the cool air on the quarter deck, 
I heard a voice riſing, as it were, out of the ſea, and 
calling,“ Ho, the ſhip, ahoy!“ Upon which one of the 
men upon the forecaſtle, cried, „ Il be damn'd, if that 
an't Jack Marlinſpike, who went overboard !? Not a 
little ſurpriſed at this event, I jumped into the boat that 
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lay along-ſide, with the ſecond mate and four men, and, 
rowing towards the place from whence the voice (which 
repeated the hail) ſeemed to proceed, we perceived ſome- 


thing floating upon the water; when we had rowed a 


little farther, we diſcerned 1t to be a man riding upon a 
| hencoop, who, ſeeing us approach, pronounced with a 
hoarſe voice, * Damn your bloods | why did you not an- 
ſwer when I hailed ?? Our mate, who was a veritable 


ſeaman, hearing this ſalute, faid, « By G—, my lads, 
this is none of our man. This is the devil—pull away 
for the ſhip.” The fellows obeyed his command, with- 


out queſtion, and were already ſome fathoms on our re- 


turn, when I infiſted on their taking up the poor creature, 


and prevailed upon them to go back to the wreck ; which 


when we came near the ſecond time, and ſignified our 
intention, we received an anſwer of, “ Avaſt, avaſt,— 
What ſhip, brother?“ Being ſatisfied in this particular, 
he cried, © Damn the ſhip, I was in hopes it had been 
my own—where are you bound?“ We ſatisfied his cu- 
rioſity in this particular too; upon which he ſuffered 
himſelf to be taken on board, and, after having been 
comforted with a dram, told us, he belonged to the 
Veſuvio man of war, upon a cruiſe off the Iſland of Hiſ- 
paniola; he had fallen overboard about four and twenty 
hours ago, and the ſhip being under fail, they did not 
_ chooſe to bring to, but toſſed a hencoop overboard for 
his convenience, upon which he was in good hopes of 
reaching the Cape next _—_— ; howſomever, he was 
us, becauſe he did not 


as well content to be a-board o 
doubt that we ſhould meet his ſhip; and, if he had gone 


aſhore in the bay, he might have been taken priſoner by 


the French. My uncle and father were very much di- 


verted with the account of this fellow's unconcerned be- 
haviour; and, in two days, meeting with the Veſuvio, as 
: „ ſent him on board of her, according to his 
CVVVVVVV ro a Ls 
_ Having beat up ſucceſsfully the Windward Paſſage, we 
ſtretched to the northward, and falling in with a weſterly 
wind, in eight weeks arrived in ſoundings, and in two 
days after made the Lizard. It is impoſſible to expreſs 


the joy I felt at the ſight of Engliſh ground! Don Rod- 
rigo was not unmoved, and Strap ſhed tears of gladneſs. 
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The ſailors profited by our ſatisfaction; the ſhoe that was 
' nailed to the maſt being quite filled with our liberality. 


My uncle reſolved to run up into the Downs at once; 


but the wind ſhifting when we were abreaſt of the Iſle of 


Wight, he was obliged to turn into St. Helen's, and 
come to Spithead, to the great mortification of the crew, 
thirty of whom were immediately preſſed on board of a 
man of war. bw 6 5 


My father and I went aſhore immediately at Portſ- 
mouth, leaving Strap with the Captain to go round with 
the ſhip and take care of our eſſects; and I diſcovered 


ſo much impatience to ſee my charming Narciſſa, that 


my father permitted me to ride acroſs the country to her 
brother's houſe ; while he ſhould hire a poſt chaiſe for 
London, where he would wait for me at a place to which 
pr HMH nd . ĩ ĩ 
Fired with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, I took poſt that 
very night, and in the morning reached an inn, about 
three miles from the ſquire's habitation ; here I remained 
till next morning, allaying the torture of my impatience 
with the rapturous hope of ſeeing that divine creature, al- 
ter an abſence of eighteen months, which, far from im- 
| pairing, had raiſed my love to the moſt exalted pitch! 
Neither were my reflections free from apprehenſions, that 
ſometimes intervened in ſpite of all my hope, and repre- 
| ſented her as having yielded to the importunity of her bro- 
ther, and blefled the arms of an happy rival. My thoughts 
were even maddened with the fear of her death; and when 
I arrived in the dark at the houſe of Mrs. Sagely, I had 
not for ſome time courage to defire admittance, leſt my 
ſoul ſhould be ſhocked with diſmal tidings. At length, 
however, I knocked, and no ſooner certified the good gen- 
tlewoman of my voice, than ſhe opened the door and re- 
ceived me with a moſt affectionate embrace, that brought 
tears into her aged eyes. © For Heaven's fake ! dear 
mother (cried I), tell me, how is Narcifla ? is ſhe the 
fame that J left her?“ She bleſſed my ears with ſaying, 
She is as beautiful, in as good health, and as much 


yours as ever.” Tranſported at this aſſurance, I begged 


to know if I could not ſee her that very night; when this 
ſage matron gave me to underſtand that my miſtreſs was 
in London, and that things were ſtrangely altered in the 


4 
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ſquire's houſe ſince my departure; that he had been 
married a whole year to Melinda, who at firſt found 
means to wean his attention ſo much from Narciſſa, that 
he became quite careleſs of that lovely ſiſter, comfortin 
himſelf with the clauſe in his father's will, by which ſhe 
ſhould forfeit her fortune by marrying without his con- 
ſent; that my miſtreſs being but indifferently treated by 
her ſiſter-in-law, had made uſe of her freedom ſome 
months ago, and gone to town, where ſhe was lodged 
with Miſs Williams, in expeQation of my arrival; and 
had been peſtered with the addreſſes of Lord Quiverwit, 
Who finding her heart engaged, had fallen upon a great 
many ſhifts to perſuade her that I was dead; but finding 
all his artifices unſucceſsful, and deſpairing of gaining 
her affection he had conſoled himſelf for her indifference, 
by marrying another lady ſome weeks ago, who had al- 
ready left \ Fan on account of ſome family uneafineſs: 
| Beſides this intereſting information, ſhe told mie, that 
there was not a great deal of harmony between Melinda 
and the ſquire, who was ſo much diſguſted at the num- 
ber of gallants who continued to hover about her even 
after marriage, that he had hurried her down into the 
country much againſt her own inclination, where their 
mutual animoſities had riſen to ſuch a height, that they 
| preſerved no decency before company or ſervants, but 


| abuſed one another in the groſſeſt terms. 


a 


| This good old gentlewoman, to give me a convincing 


proof of my dear Narciſſa's unalterable love, gratified me 


with a ſight of the laſt letter ſhe had favoured her with, 
in which I was mentioned with ſo much honour, tenders 
neſs, and concern, that my ſoul was fired with impatience, 
and I determined to ride all night, that I might have it 
the ſooner in my power to make her happy. Mrs. Sagely 
_ perceiving my eagerneſs, and her maternal affection being 
_ equally divided between Narciſſa and me, begged leave 
to remind me of the ſentiments with which I went abroad, 
that would not permit me for any fſelftſh gratification to 
_ prejudice the fortune of that amiable young lady, who 
muſt entirely depend upon me, after having beſtowed 
herſelf in marriage. I thanked her for her kind coacern, 
and as briefly as Poſhble deſcribed my flouriſhing ſitua- 
tion, which afforded this humane perſon infinite wonder 
. i 5 0 8 
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and ſatisfaction. I told her, that now I had an opportu- 
nity to manifeſt my gratitude for the obligations I owed, 
I would endeavour to make her old age comfortable and 
eaſy; as a ſtep to which, I propoſed ſhe ſhould come and 
live with Narciſſa and me. This venerable gentlewoman 
was ſo much affected with my words, that the tears ran 
down her ancient cheeks ; ſhe thanked Heaven that I had 
not belied the preſages ſhe had made, on her firſt ac- 
quaintance with me; acknowledging my generoſity, as 
ſhe called it, in the moſt elegant and pathetic expreſſions ; 
but declined my propoſal, on account of her attachment 
to the dear melancholy cottage where ſhe had ſo peace- 
fully conſumed her ſolitary widowhood. Finding her 
immoveable on this ſubject, I inſiſted on her accepting a 
preſent of thirty guineas, and took my leave, reſolving to 
accommodate her with the ſame ſum annually, for the 
more comfortable ſupport of the infirmities of old age. 
Having rode all night, I found myſelf at Canterbury 
in the morning, where I alighted to procure freſh horſes ; 
and, as I walked into the inn, perceived an apothecary's 
ſhop on the other fide of the ſtreet, with the name of 
Morgan over the door. Alarmed at this diſcovery, 1 
could not help thinking that my old meſſmate had ſettled 
in this place; and, upon inquiry, found my conjecture 
true, and that he was married lately to a widow in that 
city, by whom he had got three thouſand pounds. Re- 
joiced at this intelligence, I went to his ſhop as foon as it 
| was open, and found my friend behind the counter, buſy 
in preparing a glyſter. I ſaluted him at. entrance, with : 
Tour ſervant, Mr. Morgan.” Upon which he looked FF 
at me, and replying, © Your moſt humble ſervant, goot FF 
Sir!“ rubbed his ingredients in the mortar, without any © || 
emotion, What! (ſaid I), Morgan, have you forgot 
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your old meſſmate?“ At theſe words, he looked up a- ; 
gain, and ſtarting, cried, “ As Got is my—ſure it can- f 
not — yes, by my ſalfation, I pelieve it is my dear friend 
Mr. Rantom.” He was no ſooner convinced of my iden- 


tity, than he threw down the peſtle, overſet the mortar, 
and jumping over the board, ſwept up the contents with i 
his clothes, flew about my neck, hugged me affeQtionate= FF 
ly, and daubed me all over with turpentine and the yolks | 
of eggs, which he had been mixing when I came in. | 
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Our mutual congratulations being over, he told me, that 


he found himſelf a widower upon his return from the 
Weſt Indies; that he had got intereſt to be appointed 

ſurgeon of a man of war, in which capacity he had ſerv- 
ed ſome years, until he married an apothecary's widow, 


with whom he now enjoyed a pretty good ſum of money, 


peace and quiet, and an indifferent good trade. He was 


very defirous of heating my adventures, which I aſſured 
him I had not time to relate, but told him in general, my 


_ circumſtances were very good, and that I hoped to ſee 
him when I ſhould not be in ſuch a hurry as at preſent. 
He inſiſted, however, on my ſtaying breakfaſt, and in- 
troduced me to his wife, who ſeemed to be a decent ſen- 
_ ſible woman, pretty well ſtricken in years. In the courſe 
of our converſation, he ſhowed the ſleeve buttons I had 


exchanged with him at our parting in the Weſt Indies, 


and was not a little proud to ſee that I had preſerved his 
with the ſame care. When I informed him of Mack- 
fhane's condition, he ſeemed at firſt to exult over his 
diſtreſs ; but, after a little recollection, ſaid, « Well, he 
has paid for his malice, I forgife him, and may Got for- 
gife him likewiſe.” He expreſſed great concern for the 
ſoul of Captain Oakum, which he believed was now 
_ gnaſhing its teeth; but it was ſome time before I could 
_ convince him of Thomſon's being alive, at whoſe good 
fortune, nevertheleſs, he was extremely glad. 


Having renewed our proteſtations of friendſhip, I bade 
f Welchman and his ſpouſe farewell, and tak- 
ing poſt horſes, arrived at London that fame night, where 
1 found my father in good health, to whom I imparted 
What I had learned of Narciſſa. This indulgent parent 
approved of my intention of marrying her, even without 
2 fortune, provided her brother's conſent could not be 
obtained; promiſed to make over to me in a few days a 
ſufficiency to maintain her in a faſhionable manner, and 


expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing this amiable creature, who 


had captivated me fo much. As I had not ſlept the night 
before, and was beſides fatigued with my journey, I found 
myſelf under a neceſſity of taking ſome repoſe, and went 
to bed accordingly ; next morning about ten o'clock, took 

a Chair, and according to Mrs. Sagely's directions, went 
to my charmer's ledgings, and inquired for Miſs Williams. 
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I had not waited in the parlour longer than a minute, 
when this young woman entered, and no ſooner perceived 
me, than ſhe ſhrieked and ran backward ; but I got be- 
tween her and the door, and claſping her in my arms, 
brought her to herſelf with an embrace. Good Hea- 
ven | (cried ſhe), Mr. Random is it you indeed l my 
miſtreſs will run diſtracted with joy.” I told her, it was 
from an apprehenfion that my ſudden appearance might 
have ſome bad effect on my dear Narcifla, that I had de- 
ſired to ſee her firſt, in order to concert ſome method of 


acquainting her miſtreſs gradually with my arrival. She 
approved of my conduct, and, after having yielded to 
the ſuggeſtions of her own, friendſhip, in aſking if my 


voyage had been ſucceſsful, charged herſelf with that of- 


| fice, and left me glowing with deſire of ſeeing and em- 
| bracing the object of my love. In a very little time 1 


heard ſomebody come down ſtairs in haſte, and the voice 


of my angel pronounce, with an eager tone, O Hea- 
ven! is it poſſible ! where is he?” How were my fa- 
_ culties arouſed at this well-known ſound ! and how was 
my ſoul tranſported, when ſhe broke in upon my view, 
in all the bloom of ripened beauty! Grace was in all her 
| fleps, heaven in her eye, in every geſture dignity and love ! 


——You whoſe ſouls are ſuſceptible of the moſt delicate 


impreſſions, whoſe tender boſoms have felt the affecting 
_  viciſſitudes of love, who have ſuffered an abſence of 
_ eighteen long months from the dear object of your hope, 
and found at your return the melting fair, as kind and as 
- conſtant as your heart could wiſh, do me juſtice on this 
occaſion, and conceive what unutterable rapture poſſeſſed 


us both, while we flew into each other's arms | This was 


no time for ſpeech, —locked in a mutual embrace, we 


continued ſome minutes in a ſilent trance of joy |! —When 


I thus encircled all that my ſoul held dear, - while I hung 
over her beauties, —beheld her eyes ſparkle, and every 


feature fluſh with virtuous fondneſs; when I ſaw her 


1 2 3 boſom heave with undiſſembled rapture, and 
knew myſe —] 5 
ſituation] I am tempted to commit my paper to the flames, 


If the happy cauſe— Heavens ! what was my 


and to renounce my pen for ever, becauſe its moſt ardent 
and lucky expreſſion ſo poorly deſcribes the emotions ol 
my ſoul, O adorable Narciſſa! (cried, I), O miracle 3 
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beauty, love, and truth | Lat laſt fold thee in my arms l. 
J at laſt can call thee-mine! No jealous brother ſhall 
thwart our happineſs again; fortune hath at length recom- 
penſed me for all my ſufferings, and enabled me to do 
Juſtice to my love. The dear creature ſmiled ineffabl 
charming, and with a look of bewitching tenderneſs, ſaid, 

« And ſhall we never part again ?” Never! (I replied), 
thou wondrous pattern of all earthly perfection? never, 
until death ſhall divide us! By this ambroſial kiſs, a thou- 
ſand times more fragrant than the breeze that ſweeps the 
orange grove, I never more will leave thee ” 

As my firſt tranſport abated, my paſſion grew tarbulent 
and unruly. I was giddy with ſtanding on the brink of 
bliſs, and all my virtue and philoſophy were ſcarce ſuf- 

_ ficient to reſtrain the inordinate ſallies of defire. Nar- 
ciſſa perceived the conflict within me, and, with her uſual 
dignity of prudence, called off my imagination from the 
object in view, and with eager expreſſions of intereited 
curioſity, defired to know the particulars of my voyage. 
In this J gratified her inclination, bringing my ſtory down 
to the preſent hour. She was infinitely ſurpriſed at the 
circumſtance of my finding my father, which brought 
tears into her lovely eyes. She was tranſported at hear- 
ing that he approved my flame, diſcovered a longing de- 
| fire of being introduced to him, congratulated herſelf and 
me upon my good fortune, and obſerved that this great 
and unexpected ſtroke of fate ſeemed to have been brought 


about by the immediate direction of Providence. Having x 
_ entertained ourſelves ſome hours with the genuine effuſions - _ 


of our ſouls, I obtained her conſent to complete my hap- 
pineſs as ſoon as my father ſhould judge it proper, and 
applying with my own hands a valuable necklace, com- 
poſed of diamonds and amethyſts ſet alternately, which an 
old Spaniſh lady at Paraguay had preſented me with, 1 
took my leave, promiſing to return in the afternoon with 55 
Don Rodrigo. When J went home, this generous parent 


inquired very affectionately about the health of my dear 
: Narcifla, to whom that I might be the more agreeable, hie 


put into my hand a deed, by which I found myſelf in 
poſſeſſion of fifteen thouſand pounds, excluſive of the pro- 
fits of my own merchandiſe, which amounted to three 
thouſand more. After dinner I accompanied him to the 
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lodging of my miſtreſs, who being dreſſed for the occaſion, 
made a moſt dazzling appearance. I could perceive him 


ſtruck with her figure, which I really think was the moſt 


beautiful that ever was created under the ſun. He em- 
braced her tenderly, and told her, he was proud of having 
a ſon who had a ſpirit to attempt, and qualifications to - 


engage the affections of ſuch a fine lady. She bluſhed at 


this compliment, and with eyes full of the ſofteſt languiſh- 


ment turned upon me, ſaid, ſhe ſhould have been unwor- 


thy of Mr, Random's attention, had ſhe been blind to his 
extraordinary merit. I made no other anſwer than a low 
bow. My father, ſighing, pronounced, Such once was 


my Charlotte“ while the tear ruſhed into his eye, and the 


tender heart of Narcifſa manifeſted itſelf in two precious 
drops of ſympathy, which, but for his preſence, I would 
have kiſſed away. Without repeating the particulars of 

our converſation, I ſhall only obſerve, that Don Rodrigo 

was as much charmed with her good ſenſe as with her 
appearance; and ſhe was no leſs pleaſed with his under- 

ſtanding and polite addreſs. It was determined that he 
ſhould write to the ſquire, ſignifying his approbation of 
my paſſion for his ſiſter, and offering a ſettlement which 
he ſhould have no reaſon to reject ; and that, if he ſhould 
refuſe the propoſal, we would crown our mutual withes 


without any farther regard to his will. 
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CHAPTER LXVIII 


My father makes a preſent to Narciſſa—tke letter is deſpatched to her 


brother I appear among my acquaintance—Banter's bchaviour—the 
Squire refuſes his conſent—my uncle comes to town—approves of my 


choice I am married—we meet the Squire and his lady at the play 


Tour acquaintance is courted. 


ArrzEn having ſpent the evening to the ſatisfaction of 
all preſent, my father addreſſed himſelf thus to Narciſſ, 
Madam, give me leave to conſider you hereafter as my 

daughter, in which capacity I inſiſt upon your accepting 
this firſt inſtance of my paternal duty and affection.” _ 

With theſe words he put into her hand a bank-note of 

5ool. which ſhe no ſooner examined, than with a low | 
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tartley ſhe replied, © Dear Sir, though I have not the 
leaſt occaſion for this ſupply, I have too great a veneration 


for you to refuſe this proof of your generoſity and eſteem, 
which I the more freely receive, becauſe I already look 
upon Mr. Random's intereſt as inſeparably connected with 


” 


mine.” He was extremely well pleaſed with her frank 


and ingenuous reply; upon which we ſaluted, and wiſhed 
her good night. The letter, at my requeſt, was deſpatch- 
ed to Suſſex by an expreſs, and in the mean time, Don 
| Rodrigo, to grace my nuptials, hired a ready furniſhed 
houſe, and ſet up a very handſome equipage. 


Though I paſſed the greateſt part of the day with the 


darling of my foul, I found leiſure ſometimes to be amon 
my former acquaintance, who were aſtoniſhed at the mag- 
nificence of my appearance: Banter in particular was con- 
founded at the ſtrange viciſſitudes of my fortune, the 
cauſes of which he endeavoured in vain to diſcover, until 
I thought fit to diſcloſe the whole ſecret of my laſt. 
voyage, partly in conſideration of our former intimacy, and 
partly to prevent unfavourable conjectures which he and 
others, in all probability, would have made in regard to 
my circumſtances. He profeſſed great ſatisfaction at this 
piece of news, and I had no cauſe to believe him inſincere, 
when I conſidered: that he would now look upon himſelf 
as acquitted of the debt he owed me, and at the ſame 
time flatter himſelf with hopes of borrowing more. I 
carried him home to dinner with me, and my father liked 
his converſation ſo much, that, upon hearing his difficul- 


ties, he deſired me to accommodate him for the preſent, 


and inquire if he would accept of a commiſſion in the 
army, towards the purchaſe of which he would willingly 
lend him money. Accordingly, I gave my friend an op- 
portunity of being alone with me, when, as I expected, 
he told me that he was juſt on the point of being recon- 
ciled to an old rich uncle, whoſe heir he was, but wanted 
a a few pieces for immediate expence, which he deſired I 
would lend him, and take his bond for the whole. His : 
demand was limited to ten guineas; and when I put 
twenty into his hand, he ſtared at me for ſome moments; 
then putting it into * purſe, ſaid,“ Ay, tis all one,— 
you {hall have the whole in a very ſhort time.” When I 
had taken his note, to fave the expence of a bond, I ex- 
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preſſed ſome ſurpriſe that a fellow of his ſpirit ſhould | 


loiter away his time in idleneſs, and aſked why he did not 
chooſe to make his fortune in the army? What! (ſaid 
he), throw away my money upon a ſubaltern's commiſ- 
ſion, to be under the command of a parcel of ſcoundrels, 
who have raiſed themſelves above me by the moſt infamous 
practices]! No, I love independency too well to ſacrifice 
my life, health, and pleaſure, for ſuch a pitiful conſidera- 
tion. „Finding him averſe his way of life, I changed 


the ſubject, and returned to Don Rodrigo, who had jult 


5 received the iollowing epiſtle from the * 


« « Sir, Deer (hs 7 
-,708 Concramnc a letter Md 1 received, fabforibed 


R. Random, this is the anſwer. As for you, I know 


nothing of you. Your ſon, or pretended ſon, I have 


ſeen ;—if he marries my fiſter, at his peril be it; I do de- 
clare, that he ſhall not have one farthing of her fortune, 


which becomes my property, if ſhe takes a huſband with- 


out my conſent. Your ſettlement, I do believe, is all a 
ſham, and yourſelf no better than you ſhould be; but if 
you had all the wealth of the Indies, your fon ſhall never 


match 1 in our family, with the conſent of 


Oncon Torrnara.” 


My father x was not nah ſurpriſed at this polite letter, 85 
alter having heard the character of the author; and as for 
me, I was even pleaſed at his refuſal, Penner I now had 
an opportunity of thowing my difintereſted love. By his 
permiſſion I waited on my charmer; and, having im- 


| parted the contents of her brother's letter, at which ſhe 
_ wept bitterly, in ſpite of all my conſolation and careſſes, 
the time of our marriage was fixed at the diſtance of two 


days. During this interval, in which my ſoul was wound 


up to the laſt ſtretch of rapturous expectation, Narciſſa 


endeavoured to reconcile ſome of her relations in town to 
her marriage with me; but, finding them all deaf to her 
'remonltrances, either out of envy or prejudice, ſhe told 
me with the moſt enchanting ſweetneſs, while the tears 
| bedewed her lovely cheeks, © Sure the world will no 


longer queſtion your generoſity, when you take a poor 


forlorn beggar to your arms.” Aﬀeted with her ſor- 
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row, I preſſed the fair mourner to my breaſt, and ſwore 
- that ſhe was more dear and welcome on that account, 
becauſe ſhe had ſacrificed her friends and fortune to her 
love for me. My uncle, for whoſe character ſhe had a 
great veneration, being by this time come to town, I in- 
troduced him to my bride ; and although he was not very 
much ſubject to refined ſenſations, he was ſtruck dumb 
with admiration at her beauty. After having kifſed and 
gazed at her for ſome time, he turned to me, ſaying, 
- Odds bobs, Rory! here's a notable prize indeed, finely 
built and gloriouſly rigged, i'faith ! if ſhe an't well man- | 
ned when you have the command of her, ſirrah, you de- 
ſerve to go to ſea in a cockle ſhell. No offence, T hope, 
| niece; you muſt not mind what I ſay, being (as the ſay- 
ing is) a plain ſeafaring man, thof mayhap I have as 
much regard for you as another.” She received him with 
great civility, told him ſhe had longed a great while to 
| ſee a perſon to whom ſhe was ſo much indebted for his 
_ generoſity to Mr. Random; that ſhe looked upon him as 
her uncle, by which name ſhe begged leave to call him 
for the future; and that ſhe was very ſure he could ſay 


nothing that would give her the leaſt offence. The ho- : 


_ neſt Captain was tranſported at her courteous behaviour, 
and inſiſted upon giving her away at the ceremony, ſwear- 
ing that he loved her as well as if ſhe was his own child, 
and that he would give two thouſand guineas to the firſt i 

fruit of our love, as ſoon as it could ſqueak. Every thing 
being prepared for the ſolemnization of our nuptials, 


which were to be performed privately at my father's houſe, 


the auſpicious hour arrived, when Don Rodrigo and my 


uncle went in the coach to fetch the bride and Miſs Wil- 


liams; leaving me with a parſon, Banter, and Strap, 
neither of whom had as yet ſeen my charming miſtreſs. 
My faithful valet, who was on the rack of impatience to 


behold a lady of whom he had heard ſo much, no ſooner 


underſtood that the coach was returned, than he placed 
himſelf at a window to have a peep at her as ſhe alight- 
ed; and when he ſaw her, clapped his hands together, 
turned up the white of his eyes, and, with his mouth 


wide open, remained in a fort of ecſtaſy, which broke 
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were ſurpriſed to hear my man ſpeak Latin; but when 
my father led Narciſſa into the room, the object of their 
admiration was ſoon changed, as appeared in the counte- 


nances of both. Indeed they muſt have been the moſt 


inſenſible of all beings, could they have beheld, without 


emotion, the divine creature that approached | She was 


dreſſed in a ſack of white fatin, embroidered on the 
breaſt with gold; the crown of her head was covered 
with a ſmall French cap, from whence deſcended her 


beautiful hair in ringlets that waved upon her ſnowy neck, 


which dignified the necklace I had given her; her looks 


glowed with modeſty and love; and her boſom, through 
the veil of gauze that ſhaded it, afforded a proſpect of 
Elyſium I received this ineſtimable gift of Providence 


as became me; andꝭ in a little time the clergyman did his 


office, my uncle, at his own earneſt requeſt, acting the 


part of a father to my dear Narciſſa, who trembled very 


much, and had ſcarce ſpirits ſufficient to ſupport her un- 
der this great change of ſituation. Soon as ſhe was mine 
by the laws of heaven and earth, I printed a burning kiſs 
upon her lips, my father embraced her tenderly, my un- 
cle hugged her with great affection, and I preſented her 
to my friend Banter, who ſaluted her in a very polite 
manner; Miſs Williams hung round her neck, and wept 
plentifully; while Strap fell upon his knees, and begged 
to kiſs his lady's hand, which ſhe preſented with great 
affadbility.—I ſhall not pretend to deſcribe my own feel- _ 
ings at this juncture; let it ſuffice to ſay, that, after hav- 
ing ſupped and entertained ourſelves till ten o'clock, 1 
cautioned my Narcifla againſt expoſing her health by 


fitting up too late, and ſhe was prevailed upon to with- 


draw with her maid to an apartment deſtined for us. 
When ſhe left the room, her face was overſpread with a 


bluſh that fet all my blood in a ſtate of fermentation, 


and made every pulſe beat with tenfold vigour | She was 
| fo cruel as to let me remain in this condition a full half 
hour; when no longer able to reſtrain my impatience, I 
broke from the company, burſt into her chamber, puſh- 
ed out her confidant, locked the door, and found her 
O heaven and earth !—a feaſt, a thouſand times more 
delicious than my moſt ſanguine hope preſaged but 
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let me not profane the chaſte myſteries of Hymen. I was 
the happieſt of men! PE 
In the morning I was waked by three or four drums, 
which Banter had placed under the window ; upon which 
I withdrew the curtain, and enjoyed the unſpeakable ſa- 
tisfaction of contemplating thoſe angelic charms, which 
were now in my poſſeſſion! Beauty ! which, whether fleep- 
ing or awake, ſhot forth peculiar graces — The light darting 
upon my Narciſſa's eyes, ſhe awoke alſo, and, recollect- 
ing her ſituation, hid her bluſhes in my boſom. I was 
diſtracted with joy! I could not believe the evidence of 
my ſenſes, and looked upon all that had happened as the 
fictions of a dream |! In the mean time my uncle knocked 
at the door, and bade me turn out, for I had had a long 


| ſpell. I roſe accordingly, and ſent Miſs Williams to her 


_ miſtreſs, myſelf receiving the congratulations of Captain 
Bowling, who rallied me in his ſea-phraſe with great ſuc- 
| ceſs. In leſs than an hour, Don Rodrigo led my wife in 
_ to. breakfaſt, where {he received the compliments of the 
company on her looks, which, they ſaid, if poſſible, were 
improved by matrimony. As her delicate ears were of- 


fended with none of thoſe indecent ambiguities, which 


are too often ſpoke on ſuch occaſions, ſhe behaved with 
_ dignity, unaffected modeſty, and eaſe; and, as a teſti- 
mony of my affection and eſteem, I prefented her, in 


preſence of them all, with a deed, by which I ſettled the 


whole fortune I was poſſeſſed of on her and her heirs for 
ever. She accepted it with a glance of moſt tender ac- 


knowledgment, obſerved, that ſhe could not be ſurpriſed 
at any thing of this kind I ſhould do, and defired my fa- 


ther to take the trouble of keeping it, ſaying, « Next to 
my own, Mr. Random, you are the perſon in whom 1 
ought to have the greateſt confidence.” Charmed with 
her prudent and ingenuous manner of proceeding, he 
took the paper, and aſſured her that it ſhould not loſe its 
value while in his cuitody.” is „„ 
As we had not many viſits to give and receive, the 
little time we ſtaid in town was ſpent in going to public 
diverſions, where I have the vanity to think Narciſſa 


was ſeldom eclipſed. One night in particular, we had 


| ſent our footman to keep one of the ſtage boxes, which 
we no ſooner entered, than we perceived in the oppoſite 
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box the ſquire and his lady, who ſeemed not a little ſur- 


priſed at ſeeing us. I was pleaſed at this opportunity 
of confronting them; the more, becauſe Melinda was 


_ robbed of all her admirers by my wife, who happened 
that night to outſhine her ſiſter both in beauty and dreſs. 


She was piqued at Narciſſa's victory, toſſed her head a 
thouſand different ways, flirted her fan, looked at us 


with difdain, then whiſpered to her huſband, and broke 


out into an affected giggle; but all arts proved ineffectual, 


either to diſcompoſe Mrs. Random, or to conceal her own 
mortification, which at length forced her away long be- 
fore the play was done. The news of our marriage be- 


ing ſpread with many circumſtances to our difadvantage, 


by the induſtry of this malignant creature, a certain fet 
of perſons, fond of ſcandal, began to inquire into the par- 


ticulars of my fortune, which they no ſooner underſtood 


to be independent, than the tables were turned, and our 
_ . acquaintance courted as much as it had been deſpiſed be- 
fore. But Narciſſa had too much dignity of pride to en- 
courage this change of conduct, eſpecially in her rela- 
tions, whom ſhe could never be prevailed upon to ſee, 
after the malicious reports they had raiſed to her pre- 
F e 
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CHAPTER 1. 


My father intends to reviſit the place of his nativity—we promie to ac- 


company him my uncle renews his will in my favour, determining to 
30 to ſea again we ſet out for Scotland —arrive at Edinburgh—pur- 


cChaſe our paternal eſtate - proceed to it—halt at the town where 1 was 


educated take up my bond to Crab—the behaviour of Potion and his 
wife, and one of my female couſins—our reception at the eſtate—Strap 
_ marries Miſs Williams, and is ſettled by my father to his own ſatisfac - 


| tton—J am more and more happy. 


My father intending to reviſit his native country, and 


pay the tribute of a few tears at my mother's grave, Nar- 


Ciſſa and I reſolved to accompany him in the execution of 
his pious office, and accordingly prepared for the journey; 
in which, however, my uncle would not engage, being 
_ reſolved to try his fortune once more at ſea. In the mean 
time, he renewed his will in favour of my wife and me, 


moned the ſquire to produce 


Vretches as they were. 


RODERICK RANDOM. 479 


and depoſited it in the hands of his brother-in-law : While 
I (that I might not be eee to my own intereſt) ſum- 
ais father's will at Doctor's 
Commons, and employed a proctor to manage the affair 
in my abſence. „ 1 e 
Every thing being thus ſettled, we took leave of all 
our friends in London, and ſet out for Scotland, Don 
Rodrigo, Narciſſa, Miſs Williams, and I, in the coach, 
and Strap with two men in livery on horſeback. As we 
made eaſy ſtages, my charmer held it out very well till 
we arrived at Edinburgh, where we propoſed to reſt our- 
"felves ſome ee. e 
Here Don Rodrigo having intelligence that the fox- 
hunter had ſpent his eſtate, which was to be expoſed to 
fale by public auction, he determined to make a purchaſe 
of the ſpot where he was born, and actually bought all 
the land that belonged to his father. 
In a few days after this bargain was made, we left 
Edinburgh, in order to go and take poſſeſſion ; and, by 
the way, halted one night in that town where I was edu- 
cated. Upon inquiry, I found that Mr. Crab was dead; 
whereupon I ſent for his executor, paid the ſum I owed, 
with intereſt, and took up my bond. Mr. Potion and his 
wife hearing of our arrival, had the aſſurance to come to 
the inn where we lodged, and fend up their names, with 
a deſire of being permitted to pay their reſpects to my 
father and me; but their ſordid behaviour towards me, 
when I was an orphan, had made too deep an impreſſion 
on my mind, to be effaced by this mean mercenary piece 
of condeſcenſion : I therefore rejected their meſſage with 
_ difdain, and bade Strap tell them, that my father and I 
deſired to have no communication with ſuch low minded 


They had not been gone half an hour, when a woman, 
without any ceremony, opened the door of the room 
where we fat, and, making towards my father, accoſted 

him with, Uncle, your ſervant—I am glad to ſee you.” 
This was no other than one of my female couſins, men- 

_ tioned in the firſt part of my memoirs, to whom Don 
Rodrigo replied, © Pray, who are you, madam ?? « O!. 

| (eried ſhe) my couſin Rory there knows me very well. 
Don't you remember me, Rory!“ © Yes, madam 
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(said I), for my own part, I ſhall never forget you. Sir, 

this is one of the young ladies, who (as I formerly told 
you) treated me ſo humanely in my childhood!“ When 
I pronounced theſe words, my father's reſentment glowed 
in his viſage, and he ordered her to be gone, with ſuch a 
commanding aſpect, that ſhe retired in a fright, mutter- 


ing o rſes as ſhe went down ſtairs. We afterwards learn- 


ed that ſhe was married ta an enſign, who had already 
| 2 al her fortune; and that her ſiſter had bote a child 
to her mother's footman, who is now her huſband, and 
keeps a petty ale-houſe in the country. 
The fame of our flouriſhing condition having ved 
at this place before us, we g6t notice that the magiſtrates 
intended next day to compliment us with the freedom of 
their town; upon which my father, conſidering their com- 
phaiſance in the right point of view, ordered the horſes to 
the coach early in the morning. 
We proceeded to our eſtate, which ly about twenty 
miles from this place; and when we came within half a 
league of the houſe, were met by a prodigious number of 


| Poor tenants, men, women, and children, who teſtified 


their joy by loud acclamations, and accompanied our 
coach to the gate. As there is no part of the world in 
which the peaſants are more attached to their lords than 


in Scotland, we were almoſt devoured by their affection. 


My father had always been their favourite, and now that 
he appeared their maſter, after having been thought dead 
ſo long, their joy broke out into a thouſand extrava- 


gancies: When we entered the court-yard, we were ſur- 


rounded by a vaſt number, who crowded together ſo 
cloſely to ſee us, that ſeveral were in danger of being 
| ſqueezed to death; thoſe who were near Don Rodrigo 


fell upon their knees, and kiſſed his hand, or the hem of 


his garment, praying aloud for long life and proſperity to 


him; others approached Narciſſa and me in the fame 


manner; while the reſt clapped their hands at a diſtance, . 
and ivoked Heaven to flower its choiceſt bleſſings on our 
heads! In ſhort, the whole ſcene, though rude, was ſo 
affecting, that the gentle partner of my heart wept over 
it, and my father himſelf could not refrain from dropping 


Having welcomed his daughter and me to his houſe, he 
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ordered ſome bullocks to be killed, and ſome hogſheads 
of ale to be brought from the neighbouring village, to re- 
gale theſe honeſt people, who had not 3 — ſuch a 
holiday for many years before. 

Next day we were viſited by the gentlemen | in the 
neighbourhood, moſt of them our relations, one of whom 
brought along with him my coufin the fox-hunter, who 
had ſtaid at his houfe fince he was obliged to leave his 
_ own. My father was generous enough to receive him 


11 kindly, and even promiſe to purchaſe for him a com- 


miſſion in the ay, for which he expreſſed — thank- 
fulneſs and joy. 
My charming Narciſſa was univerſally admired and loved | 
* foi her beauty, affability, and good ſenſe ; and fo well 
_ ' pleaſed with the fituation of the place, and the company 
round, that ſhe has not, as yet, diſcovered the leaſt deſire 
of changing her habitation. = 
We had not been many days ſettled, when I prevailed 
upon my father to pay a viſit to the village where I had 
been at ſchool. Here we were received by the principal 
inhabitants, who entertained us in the church, where Mr. 
Syntax the ſchoolmaſter (my tyrant being dead) pronoun- 
ced a Latin oration in honour of our family. And none 
exerted themſelves more than. Strap's father and relations, 


who looked upon the honeſt valet as the firſt gentleman 


of their race, and honoured his benefactors accordingly. 
Having received the homage of this place, we retired, 
leaving forty pounds for the benefit of the poor of the pa- 
riſn; and that very night, Strap being a little elevated 
with the regard that had been ſhown to him, and to me 
on his account, ventured to tell me, that he had a ſneak- 
ing kindneſs for Miſs Williams, and that, if his lady and 
would uſe our intereſt in his behalf, he did not doubt 


that ſhe would liſten to his addreſſes. Surpriſed at this 


propoſal, I aſked if he knew the ſtory of that unfortunate 
young gentle woman: Upon which he replied, “ Yes, 


pes, I know what you mean—ſhe has been unhappy * 
grant you but what of that? I am convinced of her re- 


formation; or elſe you and my good lady would not treat 
her with ſuch reſpect As for the cenſure of the world, 
I value it not a fig's end —beſides, the world knows no- 
thing of the matter,” I commended his philoſophy, and 


at 
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intereſted Narciſſa in his cauſe ; who interceded ſo ef- 


fectually, that, in a little time, Miſs Williams yielded 


her conſent, and. they were married with the approbation 
of Don Rodrigo, who gave him five hundred pounds to 


| ſock a farm, and made him overſeer of his eſtate. My 


generous | bedfellow gave her maid the ſame ſum; ſo that 


they live in great peace and plenty within half a mile of 


us, and daily put up prayers for our preſervation. —& 
If there be ſuch a thing as true happineſs on earth I 


enjoy it. The impetuous tranſports of my paſſion are 
now ſettled and mellowed into endearing fondneſs and 
tranquillity of love, rooted by that intimate conneCtion 
and interchange of hearts, which nought but virtuous 


wedlock can produce. Fortune ſeems determined to make 
ample amends for her former cruelty ; for my proctor 


Vrites, that, notwithſtanding the clauſe in my father-in- 
law's will, on which the ſquire founds his claim, I ſhall | 


certainly recover my wife's fortune, in conſequence of a 


codicil annexed, which explains that clauſe, and limits 
her reſtriction to the age of nineteen, after which ſhe was 
at her own diſpoſal. I would have ſet out for London 


immediately after receiving this piece of intelligence, but 


my dear angel has been qualmiſh of late, and begins to 


w remarkably round in the waiſt ; ſo that I cannot 
leave her in ſuch an intereſting Gtuation,. vhich 1 hope : 


will N fometiung tc to crown me W 
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